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PREFACE. 


Tus  work,  of  which  the  firat  toIuihq  is  now  presented,  is  the  result 
of  many  yesre*  Uhor.  To  trace  the  riee  and  progress  of  a  State,  the 
offspring  of  ideas  that  were  norel  and  startling  cTen  amid  the  philo- 

sopliical  speculations  of  the  scventeeiith  century;  whose  birtli  was  u 
protest  against,  whose  infancy  was  a  struggle  with,  and  whoso  maturity 
was  a  triumph  over,  the  retrograde  tendency  of  established  Paritanism; 
a  State  that  was  the  seeond'bom  of  pcraeeution,  whose  founders  had 
been  doubly  tried  in  the  purifying  fire;  a  State  wliicb,  more  tbun  any 
Other,  has  exerted,  hy  the  weight  of  it8  example,  aa  ioflucncc  to  shape 
the  political  ideas  of  the  present  day,  whose  moral  power  has  been  in 
the  iniwrse  ratio  with  its  material  importanee,  end  of  whioh  an  eminent 
historian  of  the  United  States  has  said  that,  had  its  territory  corre- 
sponded to  the  importance  and  eingalaritj  of  tlic  j»rlnciiid'^s  of  it«  early 
existence,  the  world  would  have  been  filled  with  wonder  at  the  phenom- 
ena of  its  history,"  is  a  task  not  to  be  lightly  attempted  or  hastily  per- 
fbimed. 

The  materials  for  Rhode  Island  history  are  more  abundant  than 
many  Lave  supposed.  Th'ey  are  widely  scattered  and  difficult  to  eol- 
leot  or  arrange,  and  hence  the  opinion  has  seomed  to  prevail  that  too 
mneh  was  lost  to  render  the  preservation  of  the  remamder  an  object  of 
interest  But  some  persons  hare  thought  otherwise,  and  three  attempts, 
prior  to  this,  have  been  made  to  write  the  history  of  the  State.  Tiie 
fir^t  was  by  Governor  Stephen  llopkius,  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  who,  in  1765,  commenced  to  publish  "An  his- 
torical aeeoont  of  Providence,**  since  reprinted  in  the  second  series  of 
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Massaohiuetto  HiBtorical  Collections,  Tolnme  ix.  Only  one  cbapter  was 
oompleted  when  the  straggle  for  independence  inteirapted  the  work, 

which  was  never  resuined.  The  second  was  by  Hon.  Theodore  Foster, 
a  Senator  in  Congres±i  Irom  lihode  Island^  wlio  collected  a  large  number 
of  original  papers  and  made  copies  of  nearly  the  whole  of  the  colony 
records.  Bat  one  chapter  of  this  work  was  ever  written.  His  death  pre- 
▼ented  its  completion.  The  third  attempt,  by  the  late  Henry  Bull  of  New- 
port,  was  more  f^ucccssful.  lie  published  in  tlic  ILlioJu  i.-ihiud  llepub- 
licau,  I8u2-G,  a  series  of  articles  entitled  Memoirs  of  Khode  Island," 
embracing  the  principal  events  of  each  year  from  the  settlement  of  the 
State  down  to  1799.  The  care  taken  m  the  preparation  of  these  arti- 
cles leads  us  to  regret  that  Mr.  Bull  did  not  extend  his  labors  still 
iurtiicT,  and  ciub«)dy  tliom  in  a  more  permanent  form.  These,  with  the 
five  volumes  of  the  Hhode  Island  Historical  CollectionSi  with  the  raloar 
ble  notes  of  the  editors  and  authors  of  each,  the  more  than  thirty  toI- 
nmes  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collections,  the  lately  published 
Culuiiial  llccurJri  ui"  Connecticut,  of  3I:i.ssucliusetts,  and  now  those  of  this 
State  in  the  course  of  publication  under  the  admirable  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  the  later  editions  of  early  Massachusetts  authors, 
Morton,  Prince,  and  others,  but  particularly  the  Journal  of  Winthrop 
with  the  copious  notes  of  its  liberal  and  learned  editor,  Hon.  James 
Savage,  the  life  of  the  fouiuler  of  Rhode  Island  by  Professor  Knowles, 
a  perfect  magaiine  of  important  facts, — these  are  some  of  the  principal 
printed  authorities  most  accessible  to  the  general  reader.  There  are 
also  a  great  number  of  books  in  the  libraries  of  Harvard  and  Brown 
Universities,  and  more  than  all  in  the  unrivalled  collection  of  works  on 
American  history  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Jr;hu  Carter  Brown,  of  this 
city,  which  shed  much  light  upon  the  annals  of  Khode  Island.  Besides 
these  there  are  several  religiouB  discourses,  following  the  plan  of  Cal- 
lender,  also  historical  addresses,  and  some  local  narratives,  that  contaiu 
intereHting  facts  bearing  upon  the  general  history  of  the  State. 

The  unpublished  materials  are  the  records  of  the  several  towns, 
those  of  this  and  the  neighboring  States  that  have  not  been  induded  iu 
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thtt  ifrinted  voliimea)  the  prmte  ooUeetiom  of  Hatehinson,  Tramlmll, 
ffinoklcy,  Prinoe  and  others,  in  poaseision  of  the  Maasaohuaetts  Hia- 

torical  Sofiety,  of  Fo.ster  and  Backus  in  the  llhoiie  Island  Historical 
Society,  and  yd  more  important,  the  hitherto  undereloped  resources  in 
the  Britiah  archivaa,  at  London,  which  dear  up  many  points  neyer  be- 
fom  explained*  Theae  are  the  chief  sooroes  of  information  that  have 
been  oonatdted  in  preparing  this  work,  and  will  be  Ibnnd  referred  to  in 
the  uotes. 

Serezal  montha  were  spent  abroad  in  1846-7,  in  the  ozamination 
of  govenimettt  axehiyes,  chiefly  in  England  and  France,  in  aeaioh  of 
natenala  not  to  be  found  in  America.   The  kindness  of  gentlemen  in 

official  fctatiuLij  particularly  in  Her  Britannic  3Iajesty's  Government, 
in  Bccuring  permission  to  examiao  thtir  records,  and  of  those  in  the 
State  Paper  Offices  at  London,  Paris  and  the  Hague,  in  facilitating  his 
labors,  ahodd  receive  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  writer. 

Copies  of  the  English  documents  herein  referred  to  are  now  in  Mr. 
Brown's  library,  he  having  given  orders,  previous  to  the  author's  visit 
to  England,  to  have  every  thing  pertaining  to  Khode  Island,  and  much 
more  beaides,  copied  for  his  private  collection;  which  was  done  under 
the  supervision  of  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  a  gentleman  whose  experience 
eminently  qualified  Lmi  fur  Lac  ta.>k. 

Many  of  these  authorities  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  this  volume, 
and  with  a  huge  number  of  new  ones,  both  local  and  general,  will  be 
used  in  the  later  portions  of  the  work. 

The  thanks  of  the  writer  are  due  to  many  friends  who  have  ren- 
dtred  a-^sistince  in  various  ways  to  lighten  his  labors :  to  Mr.  John 
Carter  Brown,  to  Hon.  William  E.  Staples,  late  Chief  Justiee  of  the 
State,  the  editor  of  Gorton,  and  author  of  (he  Annab  of  Providence,  to 
Judge  George  A.  Bray  ton  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  Dr.  David  King 
and  Rev.  Henry  Jackson,  D.  J),  of  Newport,  to  Hon.  John  R.  Bartlett, 
hiecretary  of  State,  to  William  J.  Harri-?,  K-*q.,  and  otliers,  all  deeply 
ittterestod  in  wiiatever  pertains  to  the  history  of  their  State,  who  have 
gtveo  efficient  aid  by  the  loan  of  books  and  manuscripts. 
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The  first  object  aitempted  in  this  work  has  been  to  make  it  reliaUe 
both  as  to  faets  and  dates;  that  it  should  bo  a  standard  authority  i^n 
the  subject  and  period  of  which  it  treats.    To  aocompli«h  this  design 

DO  paiua  have  been  spared,  and  it  has  been  kept  steadily  iu  view  even 
at  the  risk  of  making  the  book  less  readable  than  it  might  haye  been. 
Many  subjeots  are  mentioned  that^  to  the  general  reader,  can  have  little 
or  no  interest^  the  value  of  whieh  can  only  be  understood  by  those  who 
consult  liistory  for  a  sj)ccific  purpose.  For  the  benefit  of  this  latter  and 
more  limited  class  of  readers,  the  reference  notes  are  made  more  nume- 
rous than  thqr  would  otherwise  hare  been.  The  most  important  dates 
hare  been  Torified  by  a  tedions  mathematical  prooessi  uuneoessary  here 
to  desoribe,  but  which  is  essential  to  accuracy  in  many  cases,  owing  to 
a  strange  diversity  that  existed  in  the  mode  of  dating  under  the  Julian 
calendar  before  the  adoption  of  the  Gregorian  or  New  Style  in  1761. 
The  Julian  year  began  on  the  25th  of  March.  February  was  the  12th 
month  and  March  the  1st  month  of  the  year.  Many  papers  between 
the  first  and  twenty-fifth  of  March,  bear  date  as  of  the  coming  year, 
while  others  are  dated  correctly,  according  to  the  Julian  system,  as  of 
the  expiiiog  year.  This  diTCrstty  of  course  throws  a  doubt  upon  the 
true  date  of  all  correlative  documents  throughout  the  year,  and  has  led 
many  writers  into  error.  That  the  reader  need  not  be  misled  on  this 
point  the  double  date  of  the  year,  between  January  l.-^l  and  March  25, 
is  given  in  the  margin.  If  it  is  desired  to  reduce  the  day  of  the  month 
to  New  Style,  eleven  days  are  to  be  added  to  the  marginal  date. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  labor  and  care  bestowed  npon  these 
pages,  they  contain  some  errors  of  fact  or  date,  perhaps  important 
ones,  it  would  be  presumptuous  to  d)<ny.  The  more  one  explores  the 
labyrinth  of  historical  investigatioQ,  the  leas  positive  will  he  become 
of  the  entire  accuracy  of  his  conclusions.  A  conscientious  desire  to 
arrive  at  the  truth,  is  all  that  the  author  dares  to  claim  in  submitting 
this  work  to  the  judgment  of  his  peera.  That  it  will  grate  harslily  upon 
the  ears  of  some,  whose  views  upon  the  questions  of  politics  and  theol- 
ogy involved  in  the  settlement  of  this  State,  differ  from  those  of  its 
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firandaf  8,  ho  ia  well  amie.  That  flome  may  asBall  it  upon  thoae  grounds 
u  not  impiobable,  and  for  saeh  he  is  prepared ;  while  at  the  same  time 

he  courts  a  generous  criticism  tliat  may  aid  his  future  labors. 

So  £ur  as  was  compatible  with  the  abore  mentioned  object,  he  has 
cndeaTored  to  make  the  work  interesting  to  those  who  read  simply  for 
the  sake  of  readmg ;  hot  he  oan  elaim  nothing  npon  this  score.  The 
miontiss  of  local  or  of  State  historj,  demand  an  attention  to  details 
whicb  broader  fields  do  not  require,  aud  limit,  in  the  same  proportion, 
the  power  of  the  pen.  To  make  a  State  history  both  aathentio  and 
popnlaTi  where  the  ground  has  not  already  heen  occupied,  would  require 
it  to  be  too  voluminous.  To  enlarge  upon  the  philosophy  of  the  fbnda- 
mental  principles  involved  iu  the  settlement  of  llhodc  Island,  would 
afford  a  pleasing  relief  from  the  labor  of  critical  research ;  but  this  can 
be  better  done  by  the  reflecting  reader,  or  it  may  furnish  a  theme  for 
some  fature  historian,  more  fitted  fbr  the  task  than  the  writer  feels 
himself  to  he^  who  will  reap  the  laurels  that  he  must  forego. 

pRO\n>E5cr,  Maj  17,  1858. 
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which  S  series  arc  completed,  and  4  vols,  of  the  fourth.  The 

figure  before  the  letters  denotes  the  series. 
Br.  S.  P.  0.— British  State  Paper  Office. 
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HISTOKY  OF  RHODE  ISLAND. 


CHAPTER  1. 

mTROOUCnOK— FROM  THE  SETTT.E>fT:NT  nf  \rw  ENGLAND 
TO  THE  BAKISEM£NT  OF  BOGEK  WILUAMS. 

1620—1636. 

The  direct  causes  which  led  to  the  settlement  of  New  cuAi*. 
Englainl,  iiad  liccu  in  active  oju  ration  I'nr  nearly  pnventy 
years  before  that  event  transpired.  The  more  remote  in- 
fiaences  that  led  to  this  result  date  back  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  English  Befonnation.  The  Bpirit  of  re- 
sistance to  clerical  authority  and  papal  aggression,  vas 
first  incnlcated  in  Great  Britain  by  John  Wicldiffe,  Pro- 
fessor of  Divinity  in  the  XJnivergity  of  Oxford.  It  soon 
spread  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  where  tlie  teacliinfjs  of 
Hu.^s  and  Jerome,  in  ojiposition  lo  tlie  claims  uf  the 
hierarchy,  roused  the  vengeance  of  the  Council  of  Con- 
Stance,  and  led  to  their  martyrdom. 

A  period  of  quiet  succeeded  the  Bohemian  struggle, 
until  the  laxity  of  the  pontifical  court,  under  Leo  X., 
gave  rise  to  the  Beformation  of  Luther.   From  that  time 

VOL,  I. — 1 
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CHAP,  the  history  ol  Europe  presented  a  continuous  scene  of  ac- 
tion  and  reaction  upon  tlic  iiindamental  principloR  of  lo- 
Ugion  and  politics.  The  inqnieitiTe  mind  of  Geimany 
waa  occnpied  in  specnlationa  which  were  io  open  a  new 
and  hri^ter  eia  to  hnmanity.  England,  already  in  some 
degree  prepared  for  the  mighty  movement,  soon  asserted 
her  sovereignty  by  severing  her  allegiance  to  the  church 
of  Rome.  The  spell  of  t lie  Papacy  was  broken ;  the  first 
great  lesult  of  the  Beformation  was  achieved.  A  spirit 
of  inqniiy  was  awakened,  which  could  neither  be  quelled 
hy  the  fire  of  peraecntion,  nor  controlled  hy  the  decrees  of 
pxinoes  or  parliaments.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  YL, 
the  English  Liturgy  was  completed  and  promulgated  as 
the  ecclesiastical  law  of  the  land.  The  priestly  vestments 
were  retained  in  the  service,  although  strenuously  opposed 
by  many  of  the  reformed  clergy.  The  more  resolute  Prot- 
estants resisted  at  the  outset  all  attempts  to  fasten  upon 
them  tlie  liveiy  of  a  church  &om  whose  communion  they 
had  withdrawn.  Uniformity  was  the  rock  upon  which 
the  early  Befonneis  splii  The  first  demonstration  of 
nonconfi>rmity  occurred  at  frankibrt.   The  virulent  per- 

1654.  secution  of  the  Protestants,  which  commenced  iii>on  the 
accession  of  Queen  Mary,  caused  great  numbers  of  tliom 
to  seek  refuge  on  the  continent.  A  small  church  was 
gathered  at  Frankfort,  who  objected  to  the  use  of  some 
portions  of  King  Edward's  service  book.  These  were  sup- 
planted the  next  year  hy  a  party  of  their  countiymen 
under  Dr.  Cox,  who  restored  the  English  fonns  in  fall  as 
prescribed  by  King  Edward,  and  were  hence  called  Con- 
formists." Most  of  the  others  wtnt  to  Geneva,  where 
they  were  kindly  received  by  Calvin,  were  there  organized, 
and  adopted  a  liturgy  agreeable  to  that  ot  the  French 
churches.  The  coronation  of  Queen  Elizabeth  was  the 
signal  for  the  return  of  the  exiles,  and  the  permanent 
though  gradual  establishment  of  the  Protestant  Faitlu 
The  reign  of  Elizabeth  was  emphatically  the  age  of  prerog- 
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stive  in  Bngland.  He?er  did  the  authority  of  the  ciown  chap. 
mamtahi  itself  so  aheohitely.  Although  some  of  the  Stiuurte 

afterwanls  attempted  to  exercise  arbitrary  power  in  repeat-  1564* 
ed  iiiiitaiicefl,  yet  none  of  them  wielded  so  uncoutruUed 
H  sceptre,  or  conducted  with  the  firmness  or  the  success 
that  characterized  the  last  of  the  Tudoia.  Maiy  had  been 
a  h^ot  in  religion  ;  Elizabeth  became  a  tyiant  in  pxeiog- 
alive ;  and  because  theology  was  the  prevailing  topic  of 
the  times,  she  seised  upon  that  as  the  most  oonvesient 
nedfom  fnar  oonfinning  and  manifesting  her  authority. 
The  earliest  enactments  of  her  first  parliament  were  to 
this  end.  The  act  of  uniformity,  pregcribing  the  regula- 
tions of  church  service,  preceded  by  a  single  day  the  act 
of  fiupremacy,  which  vested  in  the  queen  the  right  of 
ecclesiastical  control.  Immediately  upon  the  paFsage  of 
these  sets  two  partieB  aiose  in  the  Protestant  Ohuich,  one 
fimring  the  royal  prerogative,  the  other,  somewhat  more 
true  to  the  spirit  of  the  Befonnation,  maintaining  that  in 
things  indiiierent,  liberty  should  be  allowed.  Both  were 
at  this  time  pretty  nearly  agreed  in  points  of  doctrine, 
in  the  necessity  of  uniformity  in  public  worship,  and  in 
the  right  of  the  civU  power  to  enforce  it.  The  piero^tive 
party,  or  Conformists,  held  that  the  will  of  the  queen  was 
the  onty  guide  in  church  affidrs ;  the  Puritans,  that  coun- 
cils or  synods  were  the  proper  tribunals.  The  idea  of 
fireedom  of  conscience  as  applied  to  the  individual  was  un- 
known, or  unrecognized,  l)y  either  party.  It  was  rescr^'ed 
for  another  age  and  a  distant  land  to  develop  in  its  full 
significance  the  grand  result  of  the  Reformation. 

The  passion  of  Elizabeth  for  pageantry  of  every  kind, 
together  with  her  inordinate  love  of  power,  were  the  chief 
causes  which  distmoted  her  reign.  The  one  inclined  her 
to  retain  as  &t  as  possible  the  gorgeous  ceremonial  of  the 
church  of  Bome,  the  other  led  her  to  punish  those  who 
desired  a  simpler  ritual  and  plainer  robes.  The  severity 
of  her  muuburca  against  the  Puritans  at  length  resulted  in 
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CHAP,  the  separation,  wliicli  commenced  in  156G,  The  press  had 
^^}^  already  been  closed  against  them  by  a  decree  of  the  Star 
156  9.  Chamber.  The  opposition  of  a  large  jtortiou  of  the  peo- 
ple to  ike  Bomish  vestments,  and  to  certain  ceremonies,  of 
tid^g  import  in  themselyeBi  wbicli  coold  easily  have  been 
assuaged  by  temperate  poHoj)  was  incieased  by  the  exercise 
of  arbitraiy  power.  Accordingly,  after  solemn  delibera- 
tion, a  ninnber  of  the  deprived  mmistera,  with  their  friends, 
determined  to  withdraw  from  the  communion  of  the 
eslablijshed  church,  and  laying  aside  the  English  Lituigy, 
they  adopted  the  Geneva  forms.  Henceforward  there  was 
to  be  no  longer  a  cordial  union  of  Protestants  against 
Popeiy,  but  rather  a  union  of  the  prerogative  and  papal 
parties  against  the  Puritans.  This  was  less  appaient 
during  Elizabeth's  reign  than  in  that  of  her  successor. 
But  the  Reformation  in  England,  so  far  as  the  government 
was  concerned,  had  attained  its  culminating  point.  The 
breach  thus  commenced  rapidly  widened.  The  doctrinal 
articles  of  the  church,  some  of  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  learned  and  pious  men,  were  too  strongly  tinctured 
with  Erastian  principles,  began  to  be  questioned.  Other 
sects  arose,  distinct  in  many  respects  fiom  the  Puritan 
church,  and  carrying  the  principles  of  the  sepaiation  to  a 
greater  extent,  but  all  who  were  zealous  for  the  Befonna- 
tion,  were  indiscriminately  branded  with  the  same  invidi- 
ous epithet.  In  vain  did  the  Puritans  seek  to  apjx  ase 
the  resentment  of  their  enemies  by  disowning  the  sec- 
taries. Papists,  Familists,  Baptists  and  Brownists,  were 
denounced  by  the  Puritans  with  equal  zeal  as  by  the  Pre- 
latists,  and  alike  held  up  as  worthy  of  persecution  but 
the  attempt  thus  made  to  ingratiate  themselves  with 
their  rulers  was  without  success.  In  proportion  as  the 
ranlvs  of  non-conformity  were  augmented,  the  severity  of 
government  increased,  and  exile,  or  death,  for  crimes  of 
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eonsdence,  became  more  firequent  as  the  long  leign  of  c?hap. 
Elizabeth  drew  to  its  dose.' 

The  union  of  the  crowns  of  Scotland  and  Entjland,  1559. 

in  the  person  of  James  I.,  inspired  the  Puritans  wiili  a 
now  but  delusive  hope.  This  lickle  prince,  whose  con- 
siunmate  vanity  as  a  man,  was  the  source  of  liis  weakness 
as  a  monarch,  very  soon  forgot  the  precepts  of  the  Scottish 
ehnxch,  which  he  had  sworn  to  support,  and  became  the 
tool  of  ambitious  prelates  and  designing  conrtiers.  Six 
months  after  he  came  to  the  throne,  occurred  the  celebrated 
conference  at  Hampton  Oonrt,  between  the  bishops  and 
the  Puritans,  at  which  the  ldn<;  liiniself  presided,  and 
made  his  tirst  public  display  of  that  condjination  of  pedan- 
try with  tyranny  which  has  made  his  character,  when 
viewed  in  the  light  of  history,  the  object  of  mingled  aver- 
sion and  contempt.  The  result  of  that  conference  crashed 
the  hopes  of  the  Puritans.  The  triumphant  bishops,  no 
longer  doubtful  of  their  position,  at  once  proceeded  to  urge 
severe  measures  against  the  whole  body  of  Protestant 
non-conformists,  and  secretly  to  court  the  favor  of  the 
papal  ]»arty.  At  the  death  of  Archbishop  Whitgift, 
Bancroft,  bishop  of  London,  was  raised  to  the  See  of  Can- 
terbury. This  haughty  prelate  revived  the  persecution  of 
the  Puritans,  and  conducted  it  with  unparalleled  ligor, 
excommunicating  many  who  would  not  receive  a  set  of 
canons  prepared  by  himself  and  passed  by  an  obsequious 
convocation,  altli*  ugh  not  confirmed  by  parliament.  He 
it  was  wlio  first  asserted  in  England  the  divine  ri;j;ht  of 
the  order  of  bishops,  and  paopared  the  church  for  the 
usurpations  of  Laud,  which  afterwards  involved  the  United 
Kangdom  in  civil  war. 

To  bring  the  kirk  of  Scotland  under  the  dominion  of 
the  English  hierarchy  was  a  favorite  project  of  James,  and 
was  actively  promot^  by  the  intrigues  of  Bancroft.  This 
was  a  bold  design,  against  which  the  armorial  bearings  and 

*  YfX  the  labt  Uiree  yean  of  her  life  she  became  more  tolcraat 
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CHAP,  motto  of  Sootlaiid  might  haye  foxniflhed  a  agnifimt  mm- 

  ing.   It  wfMEi  an  index  of  tbat  aggmaye  and  intolerant 

560.  spirit  which  drove  a  large  number  of  the  English  noii- 
conformibtw  iato  voluntary  exile.  Holland  became  a  refuc^e 
for  those  whom  pei-secution  deprived  of  their  native  home. 
Th»  laiger  portioii  of  the  refugees  were  rigid  Sepaiatiats, 
wboee  viewBy  erode  as  they  might  appear  at  the  present 
time^  were  very  muoh  in  advance  of  those  held  by  the 
mass  of  noot-ocmfonmsts  in  xespect  to  the  essential  objeots 
of  the  Beformation.  These  were  the  men  who,  with  their 
descendants  a  few  years  later,  made  tlie  iirst  permanent 
settlement  of  New  England.  The  i'uiitans  for  the  most 
part  remained  in  Enf^land,  still  clinging  to  the  slender 
chance  of  some  favorable  current  of  affairs.  The  succes- 
sion of  Archbishop  Abbot  to  the  high  position  vacated  by 
the  death  of  Bancroft,  gave  them  renewed  hope.  He  is 
described  as  a  thoiongh  Oolvinisty  a  sound  Protestant^ 
and  as  being  suspected  of  Puritanism.  But  his  views,  al- 
though they  served  for  awhile  to  mitigate  the  asperities 
of  the  times,  failed  to  effect  permanent  relief.  Tlie 
worthy  primate  soon  became  unpojjnhir  at  court,  and  fell 
into  disgrace.  The  pretensions  of  King  James  to  arbi- 
trary power  increofled,  and  all  who  opposed  the  pierogi^ 
tive^  although  Mends  of  the  established  church,  were  de- 
nounced as  Puritans,  as  well  as  those  who  were  Calvinists 
in  theobgy,  or  reformers  in  church  government  and  wor- 
ship. The  former  were  called  State  Puritans,  the  latter 
Doctrinal  Puritans.  The  two,  when  united,  comprised 
a  majority  of  tlie  natiuii.  The  Armiuiau  party,  of  vwu»Tn 
most  of  the  newly  appointed  bishops,  with  Laud  at  their 
head,  were  the  leaders,  allied  with  the  Papal  faction  in 
supportiug  the  king.  Such  was  the  condition  of  a£BEurs  at 
the  close  of  the  reign  of  James  I. 

Meanwhile,  a  portion  of  the  refugees  in  Holland,  after 
twelve  years'  residence  in  that  countr}',  resolved  to  emi- 
grate to  America.     Protracted  negotiations  with  the 
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Viigilua  OompaiQr  to  secnie  a  patent  to  landB,  and  with  chap. 
BierdiaQt0  in  London  to  provide  ihe  neoeaflaries  for  emi-  ...J^ 
giation,  together  with  earnest  consultations  with  their  1620. 
fiiends  in  England,  now  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
Pilgriuiij.     After  their  departure  from  Holland,  further 
delays  awaited  thcni  at  the  Engligh  ports.    Twke  were 
thflj  compelled  by  the  insufficiency  of  their  transports  to 
fetntn,  and  on  the  second  occasioai  their  smaller  Tessel, 
the  Speedwelly  of  aizty  tone,  in  which  they  had  first  em* 
balked  at  Delft  HaTcn,  waa  abandoned  as  nnseawmthy. 
At  length,  on  the  6th  of  Beptember,  1620,  the  Mayflower  Sept 
jiuaily  set  sail  from  Plyiu  jutli,  with  her  precious  freight 
of  one  hundred  souls/  to  seek  a  better  land  beyond  the 
seas. 

Whether  we  contemplate  this  act  in  its  intrinsic 
cbamcter^  or  regard  it  in  the  magnifioenoe  of  its  resolts,  it 
aswmies  a  d^ree  of  importance  scarcely  eqnaUed  in  the 
faistoiy  of  our  race.  The  stem  devotion  to  principle  which 
impelled  them  to  encounter  the  severest  hardships,  when 
a  hiinjjlo  act  of  gubmission  to  a  creed  would  en??nrc  tlieni 
])eace  and  plenty  in  thcii'  English  homes — the  lofty  courage 
which  inspired  even  women  and  children  gladly  to  brave 
the  perils  of  the  deep — ^and,  above  all,  their  nnwavering 
fiuth  in  the  promises  of  an  Omnipotent  Deity,  present  a 
pietuie  whose  moral  sahlimity  is  not  enhanced  even  by 
tbe  snooess  which  has  crowned  their  enterprise.  After  a 
stormy  passage  of  sixty-five  days,  they  dropped  anchor  on 
the  dreary  coast  of  Cape  Cod.  At  the  end  of  anotlicr 
tedious  month,  consumcl  in  exploring  tlic  vicinity,  and  11. 
in  preparations  tor  lauding,  the  Pilgrims  stood  at  last  on  ^*  ^ 
Plymouth  rock. 

About  this  time  a  company  of  merchants  and  others  ^ov. 
which  had  been  formed  in  the  West  of  England,  with  8ir 
Ferdinand  Gorges,  govemar  of  Plymouth,  at  their  head, 

'  100,  not  101.— Toai^'«  Pil^rimiv  l^^i  uote  1,  and  p.  100,  notes  2,  5. 
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CHAP,  encouraged  by  tlie  reports  of  the  cdebrated  Captain  Jobn 

^Jf^  Smith,  and  supported  by  the  influence  of  some  of  the 
162  0.  most  powerful  noblemen  in  the  kins^dom,  obtained  a 
cliarter  uf  incorporation,  with  tlie  uxclubive  riglit  of  plant- 
ing Jind  governing  New  England.  This  company,  known 
as  the  coimcil  of  Plymouth,  were  thereby  invested  with 
unlimited  jurisdiction  over  a  region  of  almost  boundless 
extent,  embracing  the  entire  breadth  of  the  continent 
from  sea  to  sea,  between  the  fortieth  and  forty-eighth  par- 
allels of  north  latitude.  But  the  apparent  compass  of 
their  power  was  the  real  incaBiirc  of  their  weakiiOHs.  So 
violent  was  tlie  o]fpositioii  to  this  mmistruus  inunupoly, 
that  not  even  the  proclamation  of  King  James,  enforcing 
the  terms  of  the  grant,  and  sustained  by  the  utmost  stretch 
of  the  prerogative,  could  preserve  inviolate  the  charter  of 
the  company.  The  spirit  of  English  liberty,  nourished 
by  the  Puritans  in  proportion  as  the  encroachment  of  the 
crown  increased,  spurned  the  authority  of  an  instrument 
whicl)  fettered  sea  and  land.  Extensive  fishing  ex- 
peditions were  fitted  out  for  the  coa>L  <>t'  New  Enc^land, 
and  conducted  without  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  coun- 
cil. In  vain  did  the  company  send  out  officers  to  main- 
tain their  authority  in  New  England,  or  appeal  to  the 
king  to  sustain  thdr  pretensions.  The  parliament  stood 
finnly  on  ^the  rights  of  the  subject,  until  the  company, 
exhausted  by  fruitless  efforts  to  secure  their  monopoly,  at 
length  resorted  to  the  sale  of  charters  as  their  sole  source 
of  revenue.  In  the  course  of  a  few  years  they  disposed,  in 
various  grants,  of  all  the  lands  in  New  England,  some  of 
them  twice  over ;  nothing  of  value  remained  to  them  ; 
1685«  many  of  the  original  patentees  had  already  abandoned 
their  interests,  and  the  councU  itself  finally  surrendered  its 
charter  and  became  extinct.^ 

From  this  company  the  purchase  of  a  large  grant  of 

« 

^  Report  «f  Bouid  <it  Tnwle  on  Duke  of  Himiltoii's  dran  to  Kftmguiaet. 
—BriUtk  State  Paper  Office^  JVew  Engkmd  A^rf,  toL  xzsvi  p.  222. 
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lands  in  Mamchnsetts  was  made,  and  a  party  of  emi-  chap. 
snouts,  under  tlie  direction  ofJohn  Endicott,  came  over  the  .^^^ 
aamo  voar,  and  estiiblished  themselves  at  Salem,  where  10  2  6. 
Ropier  Comint,  from  New  Pljrmouth,  had  already  made  a 
settlement.  That  enteiprise,  oiiginatiug  in  a  coininercial 
speculation,  and  piOTing  unfortunate,  had  been  abandoned 
hj  all  but  Conant  and  a  few  assodates,  irho,  inspired  hy 
ihe  seal  of  ftiends  in  England,  had  remained  to  found 
another  borne  where  the  exiles  for  religion  might  find  rest. 
A  few  of  Endicott'g  followers  settled  at  Charlestown. 
The  next  year  a  royid  charter  was  \s  itli  much  ditUeulty 
obtained,  and  the  Massaehiisetts  comj>any  became  legally  1020. 
a  distinct  trading  corporation.  This  was  followed  by  an  Harcli 
emigration  of  about  two  hundred  persons  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Bey.  John  Higginson.  These  settled  at  Salem  and 
Charlestown.  The  powers  and  pmileges  which  the  Mas- 
sachusetts charter  conferred  differed  in  no  essential  par- 
ticulars from  tliosc  ot\similar  companies  already  existing;. 
That  it  was  soon  to  be  virtually  erected  into  a  basis  ui 
civil  government  became  apparent,  when,  at  a  meeting  of 
the  company  in  London^  it  was  resolved  to  tranf?fer  the 
charter  to  the  freemen  of  the  company  inhabiting  the 
edony.  By  this  act  a  powerful  stimidus  was  given  to  the 
scheme  of  colonization.  Laige  numbers  prepared  to  cross 
the  sea.  A  meeting  of  the  company  was  held  to  transfer 
the  government  to  America,  by  a]) pointing!;  an  entire  board 
of  officers  who  would  agree  to  enngrate.  John  Wiuthrop 
was  chosen  i^nvemor.  In  the  month  of  Marcli  iuUuwing, 
the  great  expedition,  consisting  of  about  eight  hundred  1680. 
souls,  embarked  in  eleven  ships  at  Yarmouth,  and  reached 
their  destination  in  June  and  July.  Nearly  as  many  more 
followed  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  settlement  of 
Boston  and  the  final  establishment  of  the  colony  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay  date  from  this  period. 

Althou(:^h  the  terms  of  the  patent,  and  the  royal 
intent  in  granting  it,  point  only  to  a  commercial  ad- 
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CHAP,  ▼entnte^  yet  the  cinmmitaiiceB  wIucIl  detexmined  ihe 
J",^,  emigration,  the  docmnentaiy  piooft  in  relation  to  it,  and 
1680.  the  character  and  Bahseqnent  condact  of  the  men,  ftmuah 

sufficient  evidence  that  a  large  portion  of  them  were  ac- 
tuated by  other  motives  than  pecuniary  <^in.  What 
were  these  motives  ?  Certainly  not  those  assigned  to 
them  by  Charles  I.,  "  the  freedom  of  liberty  of  conscience 
for  Bcaicely  had  the  royal  charter  been  obtained,  and  the 
church  nnder  Higginson  established  itself  in  Salem,  while 
the  government  had  not  yet  been  tnuuferred  to  America, 
or  the  settlement  of  Boston  oommenoed,  before  the  per- 
manent policy  of  the  Puritans  was  developed  iu  active 
hostility  to  dissenterB.  Two  men  named  Browne,  occu- 
pying inliuential  positions  in  the  colony,  were  f  )remost  in 
opposition  to  the  new  church  organization,  and  strenuously 
demanded  that  the  English  liturgy  should  not  ha  aban- 
doned. Thus  the  enemy  from  vhioh  they  had  fled  ap- 
peared at  once  among  them.  Episcopacy  asserted  its 
rights  in  the  stronghold  of  the  Puritans.  But  should  the 
exultant  hierarchy,  which  had  driven  them  across  the  sea, 
be  allowed  to  dictate  to  them  in  their  new-found  homes, 
and  perhaps  in  time  expel  them  from  their  "  New  English 
Canaan  1 "  The  colonists  thought  not,  and  availing  them- 
selves of  a  clause  in  the  form*  of  government  prescribed 
by  the  company  under  their  charter,  which  permitted  the 
expulsion  of  ^'incorrigible  persons,''  the  two  Brownes 
were  summarily  sent  back  to  Ei^pland,  by  order  of  Endi- 
cott,  in  the  very  ships  which  had  brought  them  over. 
Thus  early  was  dissent  rebuked,  and  theological  con- 
tiuiiacy  punished,  }>efore  the  Puritan  church  iiseil  was 
fairly  established  in  Massachusetts,  "The  freedom  of 
liberty  of  conscience  "  then  formed  no  part  of  the  Puritan 
polity  in  its  inception,  nor  yet,  as  we  shall  presently  see, 
in  its  completion.  The  Puritans  fled  from  England  be- 
cause they  could  not  conform  to  the  usages  of  the  estab- 

'  1629,  April  30.~Toang'a  Qxxom,  Mom.,  196. 
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Hrittd  chtixdiy  beoante  thej  deeiied  a  stfll  fhrtiier  eztea- 
mm  of  tlie  xnuidples  of  the  Befonnatloii)  beeanse  they 

would  not  assent  to  those  fonns  of  church  service  attempted 
to  be  eiiiurccd  by  the  celebrated  act  of  imiforraity.  Differ- 
ing widely  on  these  points  from  the  government  creed, 
they  looked  ibr  a  home  in  the  new  vosHy  where  they  might 
erect  an  estabhahment  in  aoooidance  with  their  peculiar 
theological  views.  Thej  sought  a  fidth's  pure  shrine/' 
based  on  what  they  held  to  be  a  purer  Bystem  of  wonhip, 
and  a  discipline  more  in  unison  with  their  notions  of  a 
churclL  For  this  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  obtained 
a  home,  where  the  Pilgrims  had  preceded  them,  on  the 
dreary  coaBt  of  New  Enp^land.  Here  they  proceeded  to 
organize  a  Btate^  whose  civil  code  followed  close  on  the 
track  of  the  Mosaic  law^  and  whose  ecclesiastical  polity, 
like  that  of  the  Jews,  and  of  all  those  then  existing,  was 
identified  with  the  dvil  power.  They  thus  secured  what 
was  denied  them  in  England,  the  right  to  pursue  their 
own  form  of  reUgion  without  molet.Ution,  and  in  this  the 
object  of  their  exile  was  attained.  The  hardships  of  the 
infant  uoi(jny  arc  evinced  in  the  fearful  havoc  wliich  death 
and  desertion  made  in  their  ranks.  More  than  one  hun- 
dred, disooozaged  at  the  prospect  which  pestilence  and 
fiunine  piesented,  abandoned  the  enterprise,  and  returned 
immediately  to  En^^d,  while  of  those  who  remained, 
double  that  number,  before  the  close  of  the  year,  had 
fallen  victims  to  disease.  So  groat  was  the  decrease  from 
these  causes,  and  so  disheartening  the  effect  prutl  iced  in 
England  by  the  report  of  those  who  returned,  that  the 
accessions  by  cmigratioQ  for  the  next  two  years  were  not 
sufficient  to  make  np  the  losses.  A  similar  series  of  dis- 
asters had  occurred  to  the  Pilgrims  in  commencing  their 
settlement.  Sickness  and  starvation  had  reduced  their 
numbers  one-half  within  a  few  months,  and  the  additions 
were  at  no  time  so  considerable  as  those  whicli  the  sister 
colony  atterwards  received.    Ten  years  of  hardship  and 
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CBAP.  BaffeiiDg  elapsed  before  the  great  emigration  of  the 
s.^^  PnritanSy  and  at  that  time  the  Plymoathcolooy  contained 
1680.        three  bmidred  persons.   Such  were  some  of  the 

ditiiculties  eucountered  by  the  early  settlers  of  New  Kng- 
land. 

J  The  government  of  Plymouth  was  fur  many  years  a  pure 

1  62  0.  democracy.  In  the  cabin  of  the  Mayflower  the  first  solemn 
Nov.  compact  in  the  history  of  America^  creating  a  body  politic 
by  Ycdnntary  act  of  the  signers^  was  subscribed.  Upon 
this  brief  but  comprehensive  constitution  rests  the  whole 
febric  of  American  republicanism.'  The  rici^ht  to  frame 
laws^  and  the  duty  of  obeying  thera,  were  licre  simulta- 
neously declared  l>y  the  free  act  of  the  wliole  people.  As 
the  Pilgrims  were  more  liberal  towards  those  who  difiered 
from  them  in  points  of  religious  doctrine  than  the  Pu- 
ritans^ so  were  they  more  free  in  their  political  constitu- 
tion. There  weie  good  reasons  for  this  difference.  In 
the  first  place,  the  principles  of  the  early  Sej  aratists, 
although  falling  for  short  of  the  full  idea  of  liberty  of 
conscience,  were  much  more  liberal  than  were  those  of 
eitlier  of  the  two  parties  into  which  the  ruritans  were 
divided  in  the  reign  of  James  1.  They  were  upon  the 
right  line  of  action,  without  having  yet  attained  the  ulti- 
mate result  of  their  movement,  or  having  traced  back  to 
its  source,  in  the  philosophy  of  mind,  the  seciet  impulse 

'  In  tliA  nam*  of  God,  Ahwd.  We,  wbow  namM  are  ludennitlBii, 
loyal  cubjects  <tf  our  dread  aoveniga  Utrdf  Sng  Jamea^       Iwviiig  nnder- 
taken,  f<Hr  the  gloiy  of  God,  and  adTaacement  of  the  Christian  faith  aud  honor 

of  our  King  and  countnr,  a  vojage  to  }'laiit  the  first  colony  in  the  northern 
part«  of  Virginia,  do,  by  thcsp  pr^sruts,  solemnly  and  mutually,  in  the  pres- 
enrf  of  Hod  and  of  one  unoth'  r,  con  euant  and  combine  oursclvos  together  into  a 
civil  \hjdy  politic,  for  our  better  ortiering  and  pre^er\'ation,  and  furtherance  of 
tlie  cuds  afore ^ai-l ;  and  by  virtue  hereof  to  enact,  constitute,  aud  frame  such 
Jiitt  and  equal  law«,  otdioancc^,  acts,  conatftDtioni*,  and  offloes,  from  time  to 
time,  aa  MH  he  thong^t  mo«t  meet  and  cooTenlent  for  tiie  general  good  of 
tiie  eolonj ;  mlo  which  we  promiae  aU  doe  tabmietioa  aad  ohedience.  In 
witneM  whereof,  Sic—rirad/ord's  Wmdw^t  Jowmat,  Mourfi  Bdatimu 
YwmQ*i  Chnmt,  of  Pilgrimi^  p.  12L 
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wUch  mged  them  onward.  Their  conceptioDs  of  the  chap. 
great  trath  which  they  were  nnconecionsly  developing  \\  ere  ^J[^ 
but  vague  and  uncertain,  but  tlicir  course  seems  to  have  1620. 
been  guided  in  no  small  degree  by  its  dawning  light. 
Their  venerable  teacher,  Robinson,  in  his  final  sermon, 
before  their  departure  from  Leyden,  had  given  them  a  July, 
flolemn  chaigOf  which  eeemed  to  foreshadow  the  new  reve- 
kfcioii  that  was  \o  spring  iiom  the  oracles  of  God.  "  I 
charge  you,  before  God  and  his  blessed  angels,  that  you 
follow  me  no  forther  than  you  have  seen  me  follow  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  If  God  reveal  any  thing  to  you,  by 
any  other  instrameut  of  liis,  be  as  ready  to  receive  it  as 
ever  you  were  to  receive  any  tnith  by  my  ministry ;  for  I 
am  venly  persuaded,  I  am  very  confident,  that  the  Lord 
has  more  trath  yet  to  break  forth  out  of  his  holy  ^vord."  •  • 
The  contrast  to  the  bigotry  of  England  which  this  liberal 
and  Christian  advice  presents^  is  a. proof,  how  for  in  ad- 
vance of  his  age  was  this  learned  and  pious  pastor  of  the  ^ 
Pilgrims.  Had  Robinsun  been  al)le  to  accompany  the 
emigmnts  to  America,  the  future  apostle  of  religious  free- 
dom would  have  found  in  him  a  sympathizing  friend.  The 
result  of  his  teaching  is  seen  in  the  milder  treatment  of 
those  who  differed  irom  them,  which  the  records  of  Ply- 
month  present  when  compared  with  those  of  Massachu- 
setts. The  spirit  of  Bohinson  appeared  to  watch  over  his 
foeble  flock  on  the  coast  of  New  England,  long  after  his 
hifdy  was  mouldering  beneath  tlie  cathedral  church  at  Ley- 
den.  Afirain,  their  twelve  years'  residence  in  Holland  had 
brought  the  Pilgrims  in  contact  with  other  sects  of  Chris- 
tians, and  given  them  a  more  catholic  spirit  than  per- 
tained to  those  whose  stay  in  England  had  been  embittered 
by  the  strife  of  contending  foctions  in  the  established 
churclL  Whether  these  reasons  -folly  account  for  the 
superior  liberality  of  the  Plymouth  Colonists,  or  not,  the 
records  show,  that  as  they  were  distinct  from  the  Puritans 

'  BCofton't  Memorial,    29,  ndte. 
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CHAP,  in  Engkuid,  and  had  been  long  separated  from  them  in  Hoi- 
land,  BO  did  they  pzeBerro  that  distiiiction  in  some  measiiie 

1620.  In  Americik  The lilgnnu  of  Pljnnaath  weie  moio  libend 
in  feeling,  and  more  tolenmt  in  practice,  than  the  Pnri- 

tans  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  simple  fonns  of  demo- 
cratic government  were  maintained  in  Plyniouth  for 
eighteen  years,  until  the  growth  of  the  colony  compelled 
the  introduction  of  the  repieaentatiTe  system.  The  laws 
were  enacted  by  the  entire  people,  and  their  execation 
intmsted  to  a  goTemor,  and  oonncil  of  five  aenatantSi 
afterwards  increased  to  seven. 

The  goyemment  of  Massadmsetts  was  mnoh  more 
restrictive,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  colony  compelled 
more  frequent  changes  iu  its  forms  than  was  the  case  with 
1  ()  2  9.  Plymouth.  The  royal  charter,  with  the  plan  of  govem- 
^30"^  ment  adopted  under  it,  by  the  company  in  which  John 
Endicott  was  named  as  governor,  had  formed  the  fim- 
damental  law,  nntil  the  corporation  itself  emigrated  like 
next  year  to  America,  with  Winthrop  at  its  head.  A  new 
organization  under  the  king's  patent  now  took  place.  By 
this  patent,  a  governor,  deputy- qrovemor,  and  eighteen  as- 
sistants were  to  he  elected  annually  by  a  majority  of  the 
Aug.  freemen  of  the  company.*  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Win- 
^'  throp,  the  first  Ooort  of  Assistants  was  held  at  Charles- 
town.  The  proceedings  of  that  conrt  were  smgularly  in- 
dicative of  the  fatnre  policy  of  the  colony.  The  first 
measure  proposed  was  "  how  the  ministers  shall  be  main- 
tained."' This  question,  so  honorable  to  the  colonists, 
who,  amid  the  hardships  of  an  iufaut  settlement,  made 
the  support  of  the  clergy  their  earliest  care,  would  prove, 
if  other  eiridence  were  wanting,  that  the  religious  scnti* 
ment  was  the  most  active  cause  of  Fniitan  emigration ; 
and  it  might  farther  serve  as  a  premonition  to  all  those 
whose  creed  was  heterodox,  or  whose  conduct  was  at 

» 1  Uolme»'»  AxmnLst  195.  '  I  I'rmcc,  246. 
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vuriauco  With  llio  spirit  u^  tlic  times,  that  the  Massa-  C^P. 
cliusetts  colony  was  no  home  for  them.  And,  as  if  to  ^'JJ^ 
confirm  the  latter  position  beyond  mistake,  the  Becoud 
meaBiirc  of  the  court  waB  to  order,  that  Morton  of  Mt. 
WoUaston  be  sent  Ibr  preaenily."  Thomaa  Morton  vas 
one  of  a  company  under  Capt  WoUasion,  who,  some 
jean  befoie,  liad  located  in  wliat  ie  now  the  town  of 
Qninqr.  WdOaaton,  on  his  letnm  to  England,  lejPt  the  1625. 
place  in  charge  of  one  of  his  companions,  who  was  dis- 
placed by  the  intrigues  of  Morton,  ami  the  establishment 
under  the  new  name  of  Merry  Mount,  became  a  scene  of 
not  and  dissipation,  to  the  infinite  annoyance  of  the  neigh- 
boring settlements.  Tbo  colonists  had  once  equipped  1628. 
Miles  Standish  with  an  anned  force  to  abate  this  nuisance, 
and  having  captnted  Moiton,  sent  him  to  England  as  a 
prisoner,  with  charges  against  him  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
company  there  might  see  fit.  He  found  means  to  return  the  16  2  9, 
next  year,  and  renewed  the  orgies  of  Merry  Mount,  until 
the  summary  proceeding's  <4"  the  Court  of  Assistants  broke 
op  this  resort  of  idlers.'  This  was  a  step  for  which  no  one  163  0. 
can  censnie  the  court.  The  dissolute  character  of  Morton 
and  his  ciew  rendeied  their  expulsion  necessaiy  for  the  wel- 
fiue  of  the  colony,  while  the  fact  of  their  supplying  the  In- 
dians with  fireaims  merited  the  severest  puni^unent.  But 
it  is  the  promptness  of  the  government  in  taking  action 
upon  the  case,  which  is  chiefly  wortljy  of  note.  Scarcely 
had  they  lauded  in  New  England,  before  they  provide,  first 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry,  and  second  for  the  purifi- 
cation of  society.  The  only  other  measure  of  the  court 
at  this  sesdon  related  to  the  price  of  labor«  However 
mnch  we  may  approve  of  their  action  in  the  two  preceding 

'  Murtou'»  hou&e  ivos  burut  by  order  of  the  Court  at  thoir  next  •>?ssioii, 
Sept.  7(1  Prince,  248),  and  himself  imprisoned  aatil  seut  for  the  eecoud  tiuie 
to  SDi^aad,  whflDoe  be  again  Mtonied  in  1648,  aad  finalfy  died  at  Pi^^ 
for  partkolan  odDoanii^g  tiiii  nolorioitt  6U  nyttanr/*  lee  Morfton*!  New 
England's  Memorial,  186-143,  nilli  the  IMitor's  noto  ;  also  1  Mass.  Hist.  Coll. 
iiL  61-64.   BU  own  Mconiit  of  himaolf  in  hif  book  cotitlod  Kew  Eoglkb 
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*  matters^  this  certainly  was  ill-adyifled,  and  as  the  event 
"  proved^  injmiaus.   Mechamcs'  wages  were  fixed  at  two 
BhillingB  a  daj,  and  a  fine  of  ten  Bhillings  was  decreed 
agarnst  giver  and  taker  for  any  excess  above  this  rate.  The 

experiment  of  arhitrary  values,  whether  placed  upon  labor, 
or  affixed  to  things  intrinsically  Mortliless,  has  been  often 
tried  with  ruinous  results,  and  tlie  attempt  in  this  case 
displayed  a  disposition  to  excessive  legislatiouj  incooipat- 
ibie  with  tlie  real  interests  of  society.' 

The  first  General  Coart,  composed  of  all  the  fireemen  of 
the  colony,  was  held  in  the  autumn.  The  spirit  of  this 
assembly  was  liberal  and  yielding.  Over  one  hundred  per- 
sons were  admitted  freemen  of  the  company,  many  of  wliom 
were  not  connected  with  any  of  the  churches.'  Aniong  tlie 
apj)licants  for  free(h)ni  was  William  Bhickstone,  liiu  earliest 
settler  of  Boston^  haviuLC  resided  there  four  or  five  years 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  Winihrop,  and  the  eamc  wlio  after- 
wards removed  to  what  is  now  the  town  of  Cumberland, 
^  being  unable  to  brook  the  tyranny  of  the  lord's  brethren  " 
at  the  Bay.*  The  influence  of  the  govemo^^and  assistants 
».  and  the  disposition  of  the  people  to  repose  confidence  in 
V their  authority,  led  the  Court  to  order  that  for  the  future 
the  iieemcn  should  choose  the  assistants  only,  and  that 
these  should  select  the  governor  and  deputy  from  among 
themselves,  and  should  idso  make  laws  and  appoint  officers.^ 

« 

Cuttn,  by  Thos.  HorCon,  Antsteitliiii,  1687,       191      *  c*>FJ  ^  which  I 

bavo  read  in  the  BriiI^!l  ^Tu^om,  does  not  display  his  churn  tt  r  inudi  in<>re 
favorably  than  docs  the  indignant  MOmteiy  of  th«  oonrt  of  N.  Fljnionth  in 
ths  pncrt"?  fthnre  ref^'TTPil  to.  , 

'  Tliteii  ulmird  rt-Lnilutiun>  were  several  tiiaco  rt'|iealod  aud  lo-euacted.  nnd 
were  the  occasion  of  uiuch  trouble  in  Moiisachugetts,  frequently  requiring  Uic 
faiterpoddon  of  tin  conrti  to  Adjust  Tarialions  in  tho  prioo  of  labor  between 
dUTennt  towns. — 1  Savage'a  Whithnp^  81,  note.  This  was  not  tiie  only  anb-> 
jeet  upon  which  the  nlm  of  tho  Bay  abased  their  Isi^slatiTo  prarogatiTe. 

'  1  Ilutchmson's  Mass.,  26. 

'  1  Savage's  >\  inthrvp,  6^  note  (1858).  fie  was  admitted  at  the  next 

Court,  May  18,  1G31. 

«  Prince's  AmuOii  (1820),  320. 
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Thk  ma  a  ^de  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  charter, 
and  a  oonoession  of  power  which,  however  eafely  reposed  in 

tiiis  ciise,  famished  a  dangerous  precedent  for  the  iVuure. 
At  the  next  General  Court,  being  the  first  court  of  election 
in  Massachusetts,  this  power  was  wisely  restricted  by  the 
people,  who  reassumed  the  right  to  choose  their  own  offi- 
cers, and  although  they  did  not  at  this  time  expressly  limit 
the  term  of  office  to  one  year,  they  established  their  right 
to  make  such  annual  changes  in  the  hoard  as  the  major! t} 
might  wish.  Thus  they  partially  rescinded  the  act  of  the  pre- 
vious Court  by  which  they  li.id  yielded  too  much.  It  would 
have  been  well  if  they  had  stopped  at  this  pointj  and  not 
made  the  legislation  of  the  two  Courts  present  a  still  further 
contrast,  by  an  order  which  entirely  reversed  the  liberality 
of  the  former  in  admitting  freemen  without  a  religious  test. 
This  measure,  which  was  to  be  the  exciting  cause  of  future 
troubles,  ai^d  the  means  of  calling  into  existence  a  new 
8tate  baeed  upon  principles  as  yet  imtried,  was  considered 
ej^sential  to  the  preservation  of  purity  in  the  community. 

1  \>  iLiL  end  the  body  of  the  commoiiis  may  be  preserved 
of  honest  aiid  good  men,  it  was  ordered  and  agreed,  that 
for  the  time  to  x^ome,  no  man  shall  be  admitted  to  the 
freedom  of  this  body  politic,  but  such  as  are  members  of 
some  of  the  churches  within  the  limits  of  the  same/'* 
This  extraordinary  law  continued  in  force  until  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the.  government,*  and  the  spirit  of  intol^nce  which 
it  necessarily,  if  not  intentionally  fostered,  survived  in  the 
hearts  of  the  p(>o|»le,  and  was  displayed  in  the  eoiuluet 
of  the  rulers,  long  after  the  odious  enactment  was  ex- 
punged from  the  statute  book.   The  apologists  of  this 

'  Print's  Aimab.  (1820), 

*  It  WM  nomiiifinj  repealed  in  1665(1  Holmes's  Annals,  210,  noteX  bnt  its 
leainTCs  wen  eseentiaUy  xetuned,  bj  snbstitoting  for  clraffeh  membefdup  a 
mimskei^S  certiBcnte  that  tii6  candidate  for  ri->  o<]>tin  was  of  orthodox  prinei- 
plc4.  and  of  good  life  and  eonremtion.  1  Uiitobnuon*s  Mass.,  26,  and  note, 
p.  2^1. 
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law  have  esGnsed  its.  existence  on  the  ground  of  dangers, 
which  were  feared  from  the  hostility  of  the  prehitical 

party  in  England,  il'(|uiring  a  strong  bond  of  union,  and 
the  incitement  of  relictions  zeal  in  those  to  whom  was  in- 
trusted  the  exercise  of  political  power.  They  tn  erlook  or 
conceal  the  facts  that  the  requisites  for  church  member* 
ship  in  Massachusetts  were  far  more  strict  than  in  Eng- 
hmd,  and  that  it  was  a  greater  grievance  to  be  deprived  of 
civil  liberties  for  this  cause  in  New  England  than  in  Old  ; 
and  again,  the  direct  effect  of  such  a  law  must  be  to  incul- 
cate  hypocrisy,  since  no  rectitude  of  conduct  could  procure 
tlie  immunities, which  were  the  reward  of  profession  only,  so 
that  if  any  one  did  not  feel  liiinself  to  be  at  heart  a  Cliris- 
tian,  and  could  thus  conscientiously  unite  with  a  church, 
he  must  submit  either  to  dissemble  or  be  disfranchised.  At 
this  day  it  appears  strange  that  men,  who  in  so  many  re- 
spects showed  that  they  were  wise  and  good,  should  not 
have  seen  and  shunned  the  consequences  of  such  a  law. 
It  would  seem  as  if  they  believed  that  the  act  of  legisla- 
tiuu  was  omnipotent,  having  in  itself  an  eilicacy  to  change 
the  heart  of  man,  and  to  ri'verse  the  principles  of  human  na- 
ture. How,  otherwise,  could  they  sanction  a  statute  which 
placed  a  premium  upon  deception,  and  which  required  a 
spiritual  change,  such  as  they  held  could  only  be  effected 
by  divine  grace,  as  a  prelude  to  the  exercise  of  civil  rights, 
while,  as  the  evidence  of  this  change,  they  could  require 
only  tlie  assurance  uf  the  api>lieant,  accuin^janied  by  such 
pruofs,  in  outward  conduct,  of  liis  sincerity  as  might  suffice  to 
satisfy  public  opinion  ?  The  external  conditions  of  citizen- 
ship were  too  easy,  and  its  advantages  too  great,  to  be 
overlooked  by  those  whose  lives  were  governed  by  any 
other  motives  than  those  of  conscience.  The  terms  of  the 
law  are  such  as  to  defeat  its  avowed  object.  To  preserve 
men  honest  and  good,"  we  should  avoid  the  occasion  of 
evil,  and  not  offer  an  inducement  to  practise  it  under  the 
cioak  of  sanctity.    The  spirit  of  this  law  is  one  which 
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would  hht  out  from  the  jjrreat  canon  of  petition,  "lead  us  ^.'fJAF 
not  into  temptatii^n,"  f  )  suhstitute  for  the  teachin^ot'Inti-  ^-^^ 
nite  Wisdom  the  devices  ut'  man's  invention,  which  wotdd 
expose  fiail  humanity  to  a  powerful  allurement  under  tke 
name  of  a  Banotifying  trials  and  expect  it  to  emerge  un- 
scailied^  or  even  strengthened,  from  the  dangezonfl  ordeal. 
The  operation  of  the  law  conld  not  ML  to  introduce  into 
the  body  politic  elements  the  very  opposite  to  what  was 
intended,  and  to  {isniinilate  the  institutions  of  the  State 
to  thuse  Irum  which  they  had  fled,  by  making;  still  more 
close,  in  Massachusetts  than  ever  it  had  been  in  England, 
the  anion  of  civil  with  ecclesiastical  power.  To  cstabli3h 
a  tyraimy  of  the  church,  to  cherish  a  feeling  of  intolerance, 
and  to  foster  a  spirit  of  dissimulation,  were  the  ineyitahle 
lesultB  of  this  baleful  statute.  To  infuse  discontent  into 
the  minds  of  many,  and  thus  to  involve  the  State  in  con- 
tinual difficulty,  was  its  legitimate  and  immediate  effect. 
It  was  the  first  direct  legislative  exposition  of  the  feeling 
of  the  colonists  towards  those  who  diifered  from  them  in 
religious  opinions,  however  blameless  might  be  their  lives. 
It  foreshadowed  a  simikr  fate  to  others,  under  the  sanction 
of  law,  which  had  already  been  visited  upon  the  Brownes, 
by  order  of  Endicott,  under  a  constmction  of  the  charter. 
Nor  was  it  many  ye;irs  before  the  emigration  of  some  pro- 
mineat  citizens,  and  the  open  opposition  oi'  others,  dis- 
played the  light  in  which  independent  men  viewed  the 
infringement  upon  freedom  of  thought  and  action  of  which 
this  statute  was  the  harbinger. 

A  few  weeks  previous  to  the  meeting  of  this  Gkne- 
ral  Court,  the  ship  Lyon  arrived  at  Nantasket,  with  Feb. 
twenty  passengers  and  a  large  store  of  provisions.   Her  ^* 
arrival  was  most  timely,  for  the  colonists  were  reduced  to 
the  last  exi'zenries  of  famine.    Manv  had  alreadv  died  of 
want,  and  many  more  were  rescued  from  imminent  peril 
by  this  providential  occurrence.    A  public  fast  had  been  9. 
appointed  for  the  day  succeeding  that  on  which  the  ship 
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CHAi'.  reached  Boston.  It  was  changed  to  a  general  thanksgiv- 
— ^  hut,  Thm  was  another  incident  connected  with  the  ani* 
yal  of  this  ship,  which  made  it  an  eia,  not  only  in  the 
s£bm  of  Massaohnsetts,  but  in  the  history  of  America. 
She  brought  to  the  shores  of  New  England  the  founder  of 
a  new  State,  the  exponent  of  a  new  pliilosuphy,  the  intel- 
lect that  was  to  harmonize  religious  diflercnce.s,  and  sootiie 
the  sectaiian  asperities  of  the  New  World ;  a  man  whose 
deamess  of  mind  enabled  him  to  deduce,  from  the  mass  of 
erode  Bpecolations  which  abounded  in  the  17th  centuiy, 
a  proposition  so  comprohensiTe,  that  it  is  difficult  to  say 
whether  its  application  has  produced  the  most  beneficial 
iniiuenco  ujjon  religion,  or  morals,  or  politics.  Tlii;-,  hmu 
was  Roger  Williams,  then  about  thirty- two  years  of  a^.' 
He  was  a  scholar,  well  versed  in  the  ancient  and  some  of 
the  modem  tongues,  an  earnest  inquirer  after  truth,  and 
an  ardent  friend  of  popular  liberty  as  well  for  the  mind 
as  for  the  body.  As  a  godly  minister/'  he  was  welcomed 
to  the  society  of  the  Puritans,  and  soon  invited  by  the 
church  in  Salem  to  supply  the  place  of  the  lamented  Higw 
ginson,  as  an  assistaiil  to  their  pastor  Samuel  Skelton. 
The  inntation  was  accepted,  but  the  term  oi'  liis  iuiiiisUy 
was  destined  to  be  brief.  The  authorities  at  Boston  re- 
monstrated with  those  at  Salem  against  the  reception 
of  Williams.  The  Court  at  its  next  session  addressed  a 
April  letter  to  Mr.  Endicott  to  this  eflect :   *^  That  whereas 

12 

Mr.  Williams  had  refused  to  join  with  the  congregation  at 

'  See  A]i])ctiJix  A  for  research  into  his  early  life.  A  Rhode  T'=lan.!.T  may 
be  permitted  to  notice  the  coincidence  of  a  general  thanksgiving  ilav  "  by  or- 
der from  the  Governor  and  Council,  directed  to  all  the  plantations,"  to  cclo- 
bnte  the  ttRxral  of  the  sUp  wliksb  bronght  tli«  fbtioder  of  his  State  to  the 
ahovea  of  One  New  Worid.  VfiA  the  exooption  of  the  thankflgiving  held  Jdy 
S|  upon  the  arrival  of  the  great  emigration  "  by  the  emigrants  tiiemeetvei, 
thai  yrut  the  first  instance  of  what  has  long  sinco  beoome,  by  univeri^al  cm- 
tom,  one  of  the  '*  institutions of  thcM^  T'nitrd  Ptatra.  And  happily  fur  tho 
country,  the  principles  wliirlj  rmnnati  1  from  flic  cal/m  (ifthp  Lyon  have  been 
no  less  widely  diffused  than  has  the  custom  to  which  her  arrival  gave  occ&- 
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Boston^  because  they  would  not  make  a  public  dedara-  ^^i^ 
tioii  isi  their  repentance  for  having  communion  with  the  J'JJY 

churches  of  England,  wliile  they  lived  there  ;  and,  besides, 
had  declared  his  oiiinion  that  the  magistrate  might  not 
punish  the  breach  of  the  Sabbath,  nor  any  other  offence, 
as  it  was  a  breach  of  the  iirst  table  ;  therefore,  they  mar- 
velled they  would  chooee  him  without  advising  with  the 
eouncfly  and  withal  desiring  him,  that  they  would  forbear 
io  proceed  till  they  had  conferred  about  it."' 

This  attempt  of  the  magistrates  of  Boston  to  control 
the  election  of  a  chiuck  officer  at  Salem,  met  with  the  re- 
buke it  so  richly  merited.  The  people  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  hostility  their  invitation  had  excited  ;  yet  on  the 
veiy  day  the  remonstrance  was  written,  they  settled  Wil- 
liams as  their  minister.'  The  ostensibly  reasons  for  this 
bostiUty  are  set  forth  in  the  letter  above  cited.  That 
ihey  were  to  a  great  extent  the  real  ones  cannot  be  ques^ 
tk)ned.  The  ecclesiastical  polity  of  the  Puritans  «inc- 
tioned  this  interference.  Their  church  platform  approved 
it.'  Positive  statTite  would  seem  to  require  it.  Never- 
theless, we  cannot  but  think  tliat,  underlying  all  this, 
there  was  a  secret  stimulus  of  ambition  on  the  part  of  the 
Boston  Court  to  strengthen  its  authority  over  the  prosper- 
ous and^  in  some  respects,  rival  colony  of  SaleuL  Salem 
was  the  oldest  town  in  what  was  then  Massachusetts,  and 
had  been  the  seat  of  power  under  Gov.  Endicott  until  the 
corjioration  emigrated  to  America,  sn2)plantiiighis  autlior- 
ity  l)y  that  of  Gov.  AVinthrop,  and  making  Boston  tlie 
capital  of  New  England.  But  the  advantages  of  iSalem 
were  considcmble,  and  the  feeling  of  independence  re- 
sulting irom  these  circimistances  was  apparent.  The  ex- 
pediency of  reducing  the  people  of  Salem  to  more  com- 
plete Bubjectioii  to  the  central  power,  could  not  have  been 

'  ^Tnthrop,  L  G3.  Beutlcy's  Hist,  of  Salem,  I,  M.  U,  C.  vL  24U. 

^  IIfttfaflK»s  MagnalU,  B.  r.  cb.  1 7,  §  9. 
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CHAP,  overlooked  by  the  Court,  and  accordingly  we  find  them 
— speedily  embradog  the  earliest  opportunity  to  assert  that 
*  power — gently,  at  first,  expressing  wonder  and  requesting 

delay  on  certain  theological  grounds,  but  more  harshly 
afterward  as  we  shall  presently  see.  As  a  politicjil  meas- 
ure this  interference  failed  of  its  nl»jeef .  The  peo])le  resent- 
ed so  great  a  stretch  of  authority^  and  the  church  disregard- 
ed the  remonstrance.  The  reasons  assigned  by  the  Court, 
we  do  not  propose  here  to  discuss.  The  first  involved  a 
point  in  which  WiUiams  was  not  alone.  The  great 
John  Cotton  "  himself  withdrew  from  communion  with  the 
churclics  of  Euglaud,  and  persuaded  other  eminent  di- 
vines to  adopt  the  same  course."'  The  second  reason  re- 
dounds to  the  everlasting  honor  of  Williams  as  '*  the  great, 
earliest  assertor  of  religious  freedom."'  What  could  not 
as  yet  be  accomphshed  by  direct  intervention  of  the  C*  urt 
was  effected  in  a  surer  manner.  The  fearleesness  of  Wil- 
liams in  denoimcing  the  errors  of  the  times,  and  especially 
the  doctrine  of  the  magistrate's  power  in  religion,  gave 
rise  to  a  system  of  persecutiuu  -vvliieli,  Ijeforc  the  elose  ol 
the  summer,  obliged  him  to  seek  refuge  lje}'ond  the  juris- 
diction of  Massachusetts  iu  the  more  liberal  colony  oi  the 
Pilgrims.' 

At  Plymouth  "  he  was  well  accepted  as  an  assistant 
in  the  ministiy  to  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  then  pastor  of  the 
church  there.^'^  The  principal  men  of  the  colony  treated 
him  with  marked  attention.  Gov.  Bradford,  in  his  Jour- 
nal, speaks  well  of  him,*  and  Gov.  W'inihrup,  wlio  li;id 
unit'ornily  opposed  him.  uientions  luiving  partaken  of  the 
Huly  bacrament  with  him,  in  company  with  Mr.  Wilson, 
pastor  of  the  Boston  church^when  on  a  visit  at  Plymouth. 
Williams  remained  for  two  years  at  Plymouth.^  The 

*  Magnolia,  B.  iii.  ch.  1,  §  10-18.    "  Mr.  Savage  lu note  2,  Windirop,  i.  4 1. 

*  Bendey'a  Suleni,  1,  M.  H.  C.  n.  246.      *  Morton*!  Memorial,  151. 

*  Frinoe,  877. 

*  The  weight  of  anthoritj  aasigna  this  limit  to  K  W.*a  lesidenoe  ai  Plj- 
moatL    See  citations  in  l^owlea^  p.  C5,  note. 
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oj^rtomties  there  presented  for  cultivating  an  intimate 
aoqnamtance  with  the  diief  Sachems  of  the  neighboring 
tribes  weie  well  imptoyed,  and  Exerted  an  important  in-  ^  ^' 
flaence,  not  only  in  creating  the  State  of  which  he  was  to 

be  the  founder,  but  also  in  protecting  aU  New  England 
amid  the  horrors  of  savage  warfare. 

Ousamequin,  or  ]\Iassasoit,  as  lie  is  usually  called,  was 
the  Sachem  of  the  Wampanoags,  called  also  the  Fokanoket 
tribe,  inhabiting  the  Plymouth  territoiy.  His  seat  was 
at  Mount  Hope,  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Bristol^  B.  1. 
With  this  chief^  the  early  and  stead&st  fnend  of  the 
English,  Williams  established  a  friendship  which  proved 
ot"  the  greatest  service  at  the  tliue  of  his  exile. 

West  of  the  Pokanokct  countrr,  embracinft  the  Islands 
in  and  around  Narragansett  bay,  the  eastern  end  of  Long 
Island,  with  nearly  the  whole  mainland  as  far  as  Paw- 
catock  river,  was  thepowerM  tribe  of  the  Nanagansetts, 
inclnding  several  subordinate  tribes,  all  owning  tbe  sway 
of  the  sagacious  and  venerable  CanonicQ8,  *with  his  brave 
and  generous  nephew,  Miantinomo,  as  their  chief  8achems. 
Tnidition  speaks  of  this  tribe  as  a  fierce  and  w  arlike  race, 
txtendiiig  their  conquesLs  from  the  main,  over  all  the 
adjacent  islands,  and  it  still  points  to  the  spot  on  the 
island  of  Khode  Island,  wliere  in  a  great  battk,  anterior 
to  the  arrival  of  the  English,  the  former  proprietors  of 
these  beautiful  shores  were  vanquished  by  the  valor  of 
their  assailants.  There  is  a  clause  in  the  Indian  deed  of 
Aquidneck  to  Wm.  Coddington,  which  a])pears  to  confirm 
this  tradition.  It  is,  huwcver,  eertaiu  that  at  this  time 
tiie  bciiemeH  of  the  Narragausetts  for  territorial  aggran- 
dizement had  ceased,  and  their  attention  had  become 
directed  in  some  measure  to  the  arts  of  civilization.  They 
coined  money  in  their  rude  way  from  sea-shelb,  and  were 
skilled  in  various  branches  of  Indian  manufacture.  With 
these  Indians,  as  with  Massasmt,  Williams  sought  friend- 
ship,  and  by  kindness  and  attention,  inakiug  them  pres- 
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CBAP.  ej^ts  aud  visitin^j,  tlicm,  as  liis  letters  describe,  iu  their 
— -r^  lilthy  smoky  holes  to  gain  tlieir  tonn:nc/'  he  overcame  the 

1  A  ft  O 

*  shyness  of  the  old  (Janonicus  and  won  the  esteem  of  the 
high-spirited  Miantinomo.  It  pxoved  well  for  himself  and 
for  New  Engkuid  that  this  intercourse  was  maintained. 

The  generous  spirit  of  the  Pilgrims  pveserred  Boger 
Williams  in  a  great  measuxe  from  the  annoyance  which 
had  caused  his  remoyal  from  Salem,  and  protected  him 
from  tlic  oftensive  interlcreiicc  of  tlie  civil  autliorities. 
Still  his  own  views  were  too  liberal  for  tlie  times  in  which 
he  lived  ;  he  was  misunderstood  by  the  enlightened,  and 
misrepresented  by  the  bigoted  who  sympathized  with 
theur  brethren  of  the  Bay,  His  attachment  appears  nerer 
to  have  been  withdrawn  from  the  people  of  Salem,  who 
reciprocated  the  warmth  of  his  regard  and  invited  his 
return.^  So  great  was  the  respect  and  love  entertained 
Ang.  ^'^^  ^^^'^^  Plymouth,  that  it  was  not  without  diflicuhy 
1033.  he  obtained  his  dismissal  from  the  church,  through  the 
influence  of  Brewster,  the  ruling  elder,  who  was  one  of 
those  who  dreaded  the  effect  of  his  opinions.  It  illus- 
trates the  singular  power  which,  through  his  whole  life, 
Boger  Williams  exerted  on  the  minds  of  his  companions, 
whether  savage  or  civilized,  that  several  members  of  the 
Plymouth  church,  unwilling  to  he  separated  from  him, 
desired  their  dismission  ut  the  same  time  and  followed  him 
to  8alem.*  Here  he  again  assisted  Mr.  Skeltou,  wiioso 
health  was  rapidly  failing. 

Now,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bay,  was  resumed 
a  conflict  between  the  despotic  sjtirit  of  theocracy  and  the 
genius  of  intellectual  liberty,  which  was  to  result  in  the 
temporary  triumph  of  arbitrary  power  over  ahstract  right ; 
which  was  to  call  into  existence  an  independent  State, 
and  finally  to  achieve  the  emancipation  cf  the  human  soul 
from  the  thraldom  of  priestly  oppiresslou.  It  should  l>e 
borne  in  mind  that  in  most  of  the  points  of  dispute  which 

*  Bodrasy  i  56.  *  Morton's  Momoria),  161. 
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BOW  aroee  WiBianu  was  not  alone  or  even  Ibremost  in  the  chap. 
diBcoflBion,  while  in  respect  to  some  of  the  most  important 
encroaehtnents  of  the  Court  npon  the  rights  of  the  people  1688. 

ail  the  inliaLiUuts  of  Salem  were  with  him.  His  de- 
tractors have  (lelijjjhtorl  to  represent  liim  as  if  he  were  the 
only  thora  in  the  side  of  the  authorities,  the  sole  disturber 
of  fraternal  harmony  in  the  otherwise  happy  family  of  the 
Poiitaaa.  To  fiwten  upon  Boger  Williams  the  stigma  of 
fiMstkfOs  opposition  to  government,  as  has  often  heen 
sitempted,  is  to  hdie  histoiy  hj  an  effort  to  vindicate 
bigotry  and  tyranny  at  the  expense  of  tmth.  It  is  a 
mcmorahle  fact,  which  a  careful  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence presented  hy  the  Puritan  writers  themselves  will 
establish,  that  of  the  many  singular  and  bitter  contro- 
versies wMch  raged  at  this  time,  in  most  of  which  Bo^er 
Williams  bore  a  conspicnous  part,  and  for  all  of  which  his 
enemies  have  endeavored  to  make  him  edelj  responsible, 
only  one  was  initiated  by  him,  save  that  which  has  become  . 
his  crowning  glory.  The  contentious  spirit  with  which 
he  lias  hecn  charged  was  chaiiicteristic  of  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  and  eminontly  bo  of  the  society  in  which  he 
moved.  Transition  periods  are  necessarily  eras  of  agita- 
tion, more  or  less  prolonged  according  to  the  importance 
of  the  principles  to  be  evolved.  In  this  case  the  Protes- 
tant reformation  bad  opened  a  discussion,  in  the  16th 
century,  involving  the  dearest  rights  of  humanity,  which 
had  already  convidsed  all  Europe,  and  was  about  to  sub- 
vert the  ancient  monarchy  of  England.  To  estahlish  the 
hiherrnt  riglitnf  private  judgmcut,  the  free  agency  of  the 
mind  iii  spiritual  matters, — this  was  the  grand  result 
towards  which  a  hundred  years  of  toil  aud  strife,  in  camp 
and  court,  in  school  and  closet,  were  slowly  tending.  In 
the  controversy  which  direcUy  led  to  this  result,  Williams 
had  many  ardent  friends  among  his  Puritan  compeers,  the 
more  perhaps  from  his  bearing  only  a  seco  i  l  a  y  part  in 
the  subordinate  agitations  wliich  first  occurred. 
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CHAP.  A  nioeting  of  the  miuistern,  licld  at  each  other's  liouses, 
to  debate  "questions  of  luoniciit,"  ins])ired  the  cautioua 

168B.  mind  of  Bkelton  with  fear  lest'  "  it  might  grow  in  time  to 
a  presbytezy,  or  eniperintendencyi  to  the  piejadioe  of  the 
chuicli's  liberties."  In  ibis  feeling  WiUiams  shared,  bttt 
remained  paasive,  while  Sicelton  openly  denonnoed  the 
frequent  nicetinga  of  the  clergy."'  Tliey  had  both  seen 
enough  of  ]>rie8tly  aiTogancc  in  England  to  dread  its 
appearance  in  America.  Already  had  the  interference,  of 
the  Court  at  Boston,  at  the  instigation  of  the  ministers, 
giTen  warning  of  the  actual  usurpation  fiom  which  the 
church  at  Salem  was  Bhor%  to  suffer.  Liberty  is  rarely 
subverted  at  a  single  blow.  Its  foundations  are  sapped  by 
gradual  and  regular  approaches  under  the  guise  of  lawful 
authority,  and  often  in  the  very  name  of  freedom  itself. 
Tlie.se  manifestations  could  not  osrape  tlio  vigilance  oi  the 
balem  pastors,  or  iail  to  fiii  tlieir  minds  with  anxious  fore- 
bodings* The  event  justified  the  anxiety  of  these  watch- 
ful guardians  of  public  liberty^  notwithstanding  the 
remark  of  the  amiable  Winthrop,  who  was  soon  to  fed 
in  his  own  person  the  fickleness  of  po^iular  favor,  with- 
drawn at  the  dictation  of  the  clergy,  that  "  this  fear  was 
Willi. tut  cause." 

TJie  custom  of  women  wearing  veils  in  public  formed 
a  theme  of  pulpit  discussion  at  that  time,  which  has  un- 
justly been  charged  upon  Williams.  The  earnestness  of 
Endicott  and  the  eloquence  of  Cotton  upon  this  topic  are 
recorded  by  contemporaiy  writers.  It  has  remained  for 
the  ignorance  or  the  ill-will  of  more  recent  times,  to  cast 
upon  Roger  Williams  the  absurdity  of  a  controversy  which 
liei^an  hcfore  hi.s  arrival,^  and  in  wliicli  there  is  no  reliable 
evidence  to  prove  that  he  took  a  prouiineut  part.* 

^  Wifithrop,  i.  117.       *  Benllej**  Salem,  248.       '  Bentlej,  245. 
*  Hnbbaid  is  the  earliest  Pvoitea  writer  who  oonnectB  the  name  of  Wil- 
tiunt  with  tbiA  lidionloos  coutrover^.   11  is  tWaio  upon  Boger  WQlinms. 

chap.  30,  Geuer.'il  History  of  Xevr  England,  is  the  srmrcc  wlioiicc  mo^-t  of  the 
abase  of  the  Foonder  of  Rhode  Island  is  derived,  wiierein  he  is  cloaeljr  fol- 
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More  serious  difficQlties  Boon  arose.  Daring  Williaius'  chap. 
lesideDoe  at  Plymouth,  he  had  written  a  treatise  upon  ^Ji;^ 
tlie  lojal  patent,  under  which  the  Massachnsetts  colony  16BS. 
held  their  land>,  wherein  ho  maintained  that  the  planters 
could  have  no  just  title  except  what  they  derived  from 
die  Indians.    The  Court,  as  usual,  took  advice  of  the 
nunisteiB,  '^wiio  mnch  condemned  Mr.  Williams'  error  • 
and  presnmptkn,  and  were  greatly  ofifended  at  these 
three  passages :  *^  1.  For  that  he  chaigethKing  James  to 
haye  told  a  solemn  public  lie,  because  in  his  patent  he 
blesses  God  that  he  was  the  first  Christian  prince  that 
had  discovered  this  land  :  2.  For  that  he  chargetli  liiin  aud 
others  with  blasphemy  for  calling  Europe  Christendom,  or 
the  Christian  world  :  3.  For  that  ho  did  personally  aj)})ly  • 
to  our  present  King,  Charles,  these  three  places  in  the  Re- 
velation, Tiz/"   As  to  the  first  point,  we  are  at  loss  to 
discover  any  very  strong  grounds  for  clerical  indignation. 
If  it  was  "presumption"  in  Williams  to  deny  to  the  reigning 
family  the  hunor  of  discovery,  it  certainly  was  nut  an 
error.      To  the  Tudors,  aud  not  to  the  Stuarts,  that 
honor  belongs.    It  was  under  the  auspices  of  Henry  VII., 
more  than  a  century  before  James  I.  ascended  the  throne, 
that  New  England  was  discoveied.'   Politically  Williams 

lowfxl  by  Cotton  Mnthpr  n  frw  years  luter.  Other  portions  of  liis  lil.story  arc 
etinaiiy  unrclinMe  •  In  iatil,  nowhere  is  Lo  to  be  trustcil  as  Jin  original  anthor- 
ity.  His  prejudices  color  Lis  whole  narrative,  Ilis  plagiarlsmii  and  bis  care- 
leiawi  are  mfficiently  cx2>oscd  by  tlio  diligent  editor  of  Winthrop,  in  ftn  am- 
{Ae  aottt  oa    290,  voL  1.,  to  wUch  the  reader  ia  refeired. 

*  Mr.  Savage's  note  at  tfiis  place  should  be  cited :  "  Perliup-*  llie  sanao 
exprtsiion*,  by  another,  would  have  given  hss  offoncc.  I'rom  Willir.ins  they 
were  not  at  fir ~t  received  in  the  mlMest,  or  even  the  most  natural  sense; 
thoagh  funl.t*r  reflection  siH-fi  ■  1  tl  >  magistr.ites,  that  his  v.vie  not  danger- 
ous. The  passages  from  tim  Apucaij-psc  were  probably  not  applied  to  the 
hooor  of  the  Ki^g,  and  I  regret,  therefore,  that  Winthrop  did  not  preserve 
thm."— ITMUbrqp,  i.  103.  In  hie  2d  edition,  p.  145,  Mr.  S.  adde :  No  com- 
plaint of  sncb  inditcfetion  vould  have  been  expreued  ten  yeoys  later,  when 
the  mother  country  far  outran  the  colony  in  these  per\erfi«iiis^  or^\  rj|itiiro." 

'  The  author  does  not  f  mp^so  to  discuss  the  que.'-tioii  of  the  Ante -Colum- 
bian didcuv«iry  of  America.    Il'  the  claim  of  the  DaniUi  writers  for  their 
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CHAP,  may  luiTe  been  prasnmptaonfi ;  hiBtaiically  he  was  oonect 
in  thiB  fint  charge.   Tliat  the  second  point  should  have 
1688.  given  offence,  displajs  more  eameetness  to  pieserve  the 

royal  I'avor  ilmn  zeal  in  the  cause  which  they  considered  to 
be  the  only  true  one.  Men  who  had  repeatedly  denied  the 
Christianity  of  Europe,  need  not  so  suddenly  have  become 
indignant  that  one  of  their  number  shonld  write  what  all 
of  them  spoke  and  believed.  This  spasmodic  loyalty  may  be 
attributed  to  a  fear  lest  the  influence  of  Laud,  Axchbiiahop 
of  Oanterbuiy)  should  so  far  prevail  with  the  Crown  as  to 
lead  to  a  repeal  of  the  New  England  patent.  Tlic  solicitude 
for  the  honor  of  the  king,  manifested  in  the  third  stated 
ground  of  offence,  furnishes  an  amusing  contrast  to  the 
conduct  of  the  same  reverend  legislators  a  few  years  later. 
The  arbitraiy  action  of  the  Court,  in  calling  for  a  paper 
Dec.  written  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  for  the 
private  satisfiiction  of  the  Governor  of  Plymouth,'^  and 
which  had  never  been  published,  would  have  been  properly 
resented  by  refusing  to  obey  the  summons.  None  of  his 
persecutors  in  those  days,  or  of  his  detractors  in  later  times, 
ever  displayed  a  more  Christian,  or  less  "contentious 
spirit,"  than  did  Williams  on  this  occasion.  He  offered 
the  book,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  be  burnt,'  and  gave  satisfius- 
tion  of  his  intention  and  loyalty.^  On  a  further  ezamina> 
'  Ji2u*  oflensive  passages  by  the  council,  "  they  found 

24.  the  matters  not  to  be  so  evil  as  at  iirst  they  seemed/'  Thus 
the  Ruhjeet  rested  for  a  few  months  xmtil  it  was  ibuud  con- 
venient tigain  to  call  it 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Skelton,  the  church  ordained 
Roger  Williams  as  their  pastor,  although  the  Court  a  sec- 

northern  pro^niton  were  fully  eitablulifld,  ideutifylng  Notv-  England,  und  es- 
pecially Rhode  Idaodf  nrhh  the  Yinelaud  of  loelandtc  exploreni  It  would 
bave  no  beazfng  upon  the  Mew  Eog^d  of  oar  day ;  while  in  the  present 
etate  of  the  subject  it  is  more  a  matter  for  arclire'ological  ita  <^stig:ition  than  of 
historical  rcH-arth.  For  a  view  of  this  point  see  R.  I.  Hi?t  CoU's,  i?.  Ap.  2, 
and  for  the  whole  sulyect,  ProC  Kafin's  AutlqaitateB  Americante. 
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ond  time  interfered  to  prevent  it.  We  fihall  presently  see  tuxv 
how  severely  their  contumacy  ^vaH  jMiiiished.  ^'-^ 

In  the  autumn  Williams  was  again  summuned  to  ap-  16  34. 
peiur  at  Court,  lor  promulgating  his  views  conceming  the 
patent.  When  we  remember  that  the  pnictice  of  the  27.' 
Puritans  accorded  predaely  with  the  theory  of  Williams, 
in  respect  to  the  Indian  titles— that  all  the  land  they  oc- 
oojMed,  except  what  they  found  deserted,  owing  to  the 
pestilence  which  preceded  the  arrival  of  the  Pilgrinir^,  liad 
been  jaircliased  hy  them  of  the  originiil  proprietors — we 
cannot  discover  in  the  ostensible  reasons  for  this  second 
arrest,  any  sufficient  cause  for  sach  treatment.  That  he 
took  what  we  should  consider  a  needless  exception  to  the 
kngnage  of  the  patent  is  apparent  Perhaps  he  thought 
that  words  are  sometimes  things.  The  sense  of  justice 
which  formed  so  striking  a  feature  of  his  character,  com* 
pelied  him  to  deny  tlie  royal  claim  to  possession  by  n^^ht 
of  cliscovery.  Yet  tliis  language  was  in  itself  harmless  so 
long  as  it  remained  merely  a  form  of  kingly  phraseology. 
We  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  real  reasons  for 
pursuing  this  matter  are  not  upon  the  recoidi  and  that 
the  repeated  refusal  of  the  Salem  church  to  permit  the 
inteifeienoe  of  th^  Court  in  their  choice  of  a  teacher  was 
the  principal  cause.  This  opmion  is  strengthened  by  the 
feet  tliat  after  tliiti  time  we  hear  nothing  tiu  iherof  the 
controversy  about  the  patent ;  more  tangible  and  serious 
caus<.'S  of  complaint  being  foimd  by  the  Court. 

One  other  subordinate  point  remains  to  ])e  noticed  be- 
fore we  arrive  at  the  immediate  causes  of  the  banishment  i^^S, 
of  Roger  Williams.  The  conduct  of  Endicott  in  cutting  May. 
out  the  cross  from  the  national  colors,  for  which  singular 
action  he  was  suspended  from  office  for  one  year  by  order 
of  the  Court,  has  been  ascrihcd  to  tlie  influence  of  Wil- 
liams, wlio  has  been  made,  as  in  the  dis])ute  about  veils, 
the  convenient  author  of  most  of  the  erratic  deeds  and  no- 
tions of  the  times.   The  opposition  to  Popeiy  and  all  its 
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CHAP,  symbols,  which  formed  bo  deep  a  feeling  in  the  Puritan 
^^1^  mind,  was  the  real  cause  of  this  unwarrantable  act  of  the 
1  0  3  6.  Salem  magistrate.  That  Williams  countenanced  tlie  act 
is  nowhere  asserted,  unless  such  a  construction  be  given 
to  the  language  of  Hubbard.'  Even  Mather,  who  cannot 
be  saepected  of  any  bias  in  £ftvor  a£  Williams,  says  of  this 
proceeding,  that  he  was  bat  obliqnely  and  remotely  con- 
cerned in  it/' '  How  far  he  maf  be  considered  as  morally 
responsible  for  this  application  of  an  abstract  opinion 
which  he  entertained  in  common  with  his  fellows,  is 
rather  a  question  of  ethics  than  of  history.  The  clear- 
ness with  which  he  discerned  the  dividing  line  between 
civil  and  spiritual  concerns,  in  an  age  when  these  subjects 
had  scarcely  began  to  attract  public  attention,  forbids  the 
idea  that  he  advised  the  mutilation  of  the  ensigns.  The 
subject  af%erwards  assumed  a  much  greater  prominence ; 
tlie  Court,  at  lirst  divided  in  ojunion  as  to  the  lawlnlness 
Maroh  ,jf  cross,  at  length  ordered  the  ensigns  to  be  laid  aside 
entirely,  two  months  l)ef(3re  Endicott,  from  motives  of 
May  policy,  was  disgraced  for  defocing  them  ;  and  when  a  year 
^*  later,  at  the  request  of  certain  shipmasters,  these  colors 
were  hoisted  upon  the  castle,  it  was  done  with  the  pro- 
testation, that  we  held  the  cross  in  the  ensign  idolatrous, 
and  therefbre  might  not  set  it  up  in  our  own  ensigns."  * 
This  was  subsequent  to  the  banishment  of  Williams,  and 
furnishes  lair  presnTn])tive  evidence  to  acquit  ]ii»n  of  re- 
sponsibility for  this  singular  transaction. 

A  more  serious  occasion  for  complaint  was  found  in  the 
views  entertained  by  Williams  on  the  nature  of  judicial 
Ag^  oaths.  He  was  cited  before  the  council  for  teaching  that 
a  magistrate  ought  not  to  tender  an  oath  to  an  unre- 
generate  man."  It  appears  that  he  considered  taking  an 
oath  to  1)0  in  itself  an  act  of  worship,  recognizing  as  it 
does  the  existence  and  power  of  a  ^Supreme  Being,  and 

.  *  Hubbud,  eh.  SO,  p.  206,  in  which  he  i»  foUoirod  by  Hntohinsoo,  1,  8S. 
*  Magnitlia,  B.  7,  oh.  2, 1 6.      '  June  IS,  1680,  Winthrop^  iL  844. 
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lience,  as  a  direct  result  of  hie  views  in  respect  to  liherty  chap. 

of  conscience,  he  denied  the  right  of  any  one  to  enforce  it.  .^J^ 
Thire  was  nothing  in  this  proposition  to  excite  alarm,  so 
long  as  it  did  not  conic  in  conflict  with  the  tenets  of  the 
ministers  or  the  designs  of  the  magistrates. 

Passages  in  his  writings  indicate  that  ho  had  long  en- 
tertained, add  in  some  cases  had  suffered  losses  in  chan- 
oeiy  on  account  of  his  views  on  this  suhject,  which  in 
some  respects  resemble  those  held  by  Ihe  Society  of 
Friends,  and  for  which,  to  this  day,  they  are  liable  to  pe- 
cuniary damage  by  the  h\ws  of  England.  Very  soon, 
however,  the  action  of  tlie  Court,  in  requiring  a  new  oath 
to  be  taken  by  all  the  citizens,  brought  Williams'  abstract 
notions  into  practical  opposition.  Alarmed  at  the  mmors 
of  some  Episcopal  and  malignant  practices  against  the 
coontry/'|the  Court  decreed  that  an  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  laws  of  the  colony  should  be  taken  by  all  freemen.  It 
^-ill  be  remembered  that  "the freeman's  oath"  had  already 
been  taken  by  all  w  ho  were  admitted  freemen  of  the  colony. 
The  terms  in  whioli  it  was  expressed,  requiring  obedience 
to  lawg  wliich  should  be  "lawfully"  made  by. the  Court, 
acknowledged  the  charter  as  the  fundamental  law,  and  the 
source  whence  it  was  derived  as  the  sovereign  power.  But 
this  new  oath  of  fidelity  ignored  the  charter,  and  bound 
the  citizens  to  obey  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  without 
reference  to  their  compatibility  with  the  laws  of  England. 
What  riglit  liad  tlie  magistrates,  with  their  ever  present 
couiibfllors,  tlie  clergy,  to  adopt  tliii*  new  law  !-*  Tliere 
were  more  reasons  for  Williams'  earnest  hostility  to  the 
measure  than  his  enemies  saw  fit  to  assign.  The  charter, 
although  general  in  its  terms,  was  yet  a  sa^o  guide  in  the 
broad  principles  of  legislation.  No  laws  repugnant  to  those 
of  Sngland  could  be  enacted  under  it.  It  shielded  the 
cdonists  fipom  the  possible  tyranny  of  the  king,  and  pro- 
tected them  trom  the  more  prol)able  despotism  of  their  own 
local  magistrates.  A  friend  of  popular  liberty  might  well 
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CHAP,  be  aiaimed  at  a  moTement  designed  to  destroy  the  only 
■^^-^  guarantee  of  freedom,  and  whatever  bis  abfitiact  opimonB 
1685.  in  x^gaid  to  oaths  may  bave  been,  the  illegality  of  the 
meaBiiie  was  enongh  to  ensnre  the  opposition  of  Williama 

It  appears  that  he  was  not  alone  in  this  opposition.  So 
many  were  fouDil  to  resist  the  unlawful  attempt,  that  for 
a  time  "the  Court  was  forced  to  desist  Iruiu  that  i)iuceed- 
ing."  It  was  not  imtil  the  spirit  of  free  inquiry  was  more 
effectually  checked,  and  suhmission  compelled  by  tbecoM*- 
cive  policy  of  the  CfOurt,  that  the  act  was  finally  passed, 
and  the  oath  enforced,  tinder  severe  penalties,  upon  eveiy 
man  over  sixteen  years  of  age. 

While  the  authorities,  and  especially  the  ministers, 
were  thus  diligent  iu  establishing  their  power  over  the 
ecilonists,  seeking  to  puiush  as  seditious  persons  all  those 
who  ventured  to  exercise  their  freedom  by  calling  in  ques- 
tion the  acts  of  the  Legislature,  they  were  aiming  to  ao* 
complish  a  virtual  ind^ndence  of  the  mother  country. 
At  the  very  time  they  were  aimigning  Williams  as  an 
enemy  to  the  ]mtent,  for  his  too  &ithM  defence  of  the 
rights  (if  the  Indians,  and  disgracing  Endicott  for  mutilat- 
ing ensigns  which  they  had  already  hud  aside  as  idola- 
trous, they  ^vel■e  nulhfying  their  charter  by  decreeing  an 
oath  of  fidelity  to  themselves,  and  were  preparing  for 
more  overt  acts  of  treason,  should  circumstances  render 
it  expedient.  The  council,  alarmed  by  the  evidence  of 
serious  designs  against  the  colony,  fomented  by  the  high 
church  party  in  England,  convened  the  clergy  to  con- 
J  ^  aider  "  what  ought  to  be  di>ne  if  a  general  governor 
311.  should  be  sent  out  of  England."  Four  months  i)rior  to 
this,  unusual  activity  was  displayed  in  completing  the 
fortifications,  when  these  designs  were  first  detected,  and 
the  idea  of  resistance  to  the  home  government  was  freely 
canvassed  by  the  General  Court.  Thus  early  was  the 
spirit  of  colonial  independence  entertained  by  the  fathers 
of  Massachusetts,  wlule  as  yet  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
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Imding  principleB  of  ntttional  freedom,  and  were  pursuiug 
ft  pdicy  &tal  to  the  existence  of  popular  liberty.  That  — ^ 
they  flhonld  conceiTe  the  idea  of  OTentnal  separation  from  ^  ^  ^  ^' 
the  mother-ooontry  as  an  act  of  necessity,  was  natural 

and  commendable  under  the  circumstances  in  wliich  they 
were  placed  ;  but  tliat  they  should  at  the  m\mo  time  ar- 
raign Williams  for  a  constructive  hostility  to  the  patent 
they  were  designing  to  supplant,  and  degrade  Endicott 
fot  violatiDg  colors  which  they  had  already  dieowned,  was 
ineoiisistent  in  itself,  and  accords  with  the  real  motive 
which  animated  the  dominant  class — ^to  make  inde- 
pendence of  England  the  means  of  establishing  a  theo- 
cratic deepotism  at  home.  The  repu])lican  feeling  with 
which  the  name  of  independence  is  associated  in  our 
minds  was  unknown  to  the  authorities  of  Massaf^n- 
setts.  At  this  time  there  was  no  sympathy  with  the 
spirit  of  progress  in  the  stem  assemblies  of  the  Pnri- 
tana.  The  all-pervading  element  of  religions  contro- 
versy had  ^thered  every  generous  sentiment  and  dried 
up  the  fountain  of  Christian  benevolence.  No  respect 
was  felt  for  individual  oi)inion8,  and  no  re^^ard  was 
shown  for  private  rights,  tliat  conflicted  in  any  degree 
1*1  th  the  rules  of  a  coldly  intellectual  system  of  theology. 
Tlie  sanctity  of  domestic  life  was  disturbed  by  the  sur- 
vMBsBce  cf  the  State.  Even  parents  were  known  to  re- 
port to  the  magistrates  incautious  remarks  made  by  their 
children  in  the  familiar  intercourse  of  home.  Cotton, 
whose  iiilluonce  was  paramount  in  the  colony,  preaclied 
publicly  that  a  magistrate  ought  not  to  be  turned  int<j 
the  condition  of  a  private  man  without  just  cause,"  a  doc- 
trine calculated  to  perpefn  t  *  power  in  the  hands  of  men 
over  whom  the  deigy  already  exerdscd  unbounded  con- 
trol The  strong  common  sense  of  the  Puritan  masses  re- 
fected the  dangerous  dogma,  but  was  not  sufficient,  as  yet, 
to  withstand  the  organized  elTorts  of  the  magistrates  and 
clergy.    Every  thing  in  the  polity  of  Massachusetts  was 

vot.  1—3 
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CHAP,  made  subsement  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  tiiat 
State  was  virtnally  and  exclusiyely  the  Puritan  chiiich. 
1686.  No  wonder  that  religions  toleration  and  political  fi!eedom 

were  alike  abhorrent  to  its  rulers,  or  that  the  conscience 
whicli  could  nut  accejtt  an  oath  designed  to  perpetuate 
despotitsiii  was  treated  as  an  enemy  to  tlie  btute. 

The  punishment  intlicted  upon  the  people  of  Salem 
to  the  alleged  oontempt  of  installing  Koger  WiUiamSy 
contnuy  to  the  repeated  remonstrance  of  the  Court,  was 
characteristic,  and  illustrates  the  incongruous  mingling 

Hay  of  temporal  and  spiritual  affairs  which  must  exist  with  a 
church  and  state  establishment.  The  authorities  uf  Sa- 
lem petitioned  the  General  C<»urt  for  some  adjacent  laud 
which  they  considered  us  belonging  to  their  town.  The 
petition  was  refused,  "  because  they  had  chosen  Mr.  Wil- 
liams as  their  teacher."  This  was  certainly  an  eztraor- 
dinaiy  reason  to  assign  for  denying  an  act  of  justice.  The 
Salem  people  so  considered  it,  and  Williams  may  be  par- 
doned for  having  united  with  the  whole  hody  of  his  parish- 
ion*  ib  iu  an  earne^it  jfrutest  against  what  they  considered 
to  be  a  flagrant  wroun;.  The  church  at  Salem  addressed 
letters  to  the  other  clairclies  desiring  them  to  remonstrate 
with  the  magistrates  and  deputies  who  were  their  mem- 
hers  on  account  of  this  injustice,  and  warning  them  of  the 
danger  to  which  their  liherties  were  exposed.  This  appeal 
to  the  people  brought  no  relief.  Popular  sentunent  was 
not  so  keenly  alive  to  a  sense  of  violated  right,  or  so  vigi- 
lant in  guarding  the  outposts  of  freedom,  as  it  is  in  our 

j^Iy    day.    At  the  next  General  ( 'nurt  the  dejiuties  from  8alem 
were  refused  their  seats  until  their  constituents should 
dve  satisfaction  about  the  letter."'     Subsequently  Mr. 
1. '  £ndicott  protested  against  the  action  of  the  Court,  and 

'  Winthroji,  I.  16{.  Mr.  Suvngo  here  jn^'tly  rcniRrk?.  in  n  ii  it"  :  "This 
(loninl,  or  p«»n'cr>ion  of  justice,  by  post(>onem<'nt  of  a  licftriug,  on  a  <jue^tion 
oi'  teuipunil  right,  far  some  spirittuil  duiiciency  iu  the  church  or  puator,  wiU 
not  permit  iu  to  think  that  the  judges  of  Williams  were  fttt  from  all  blame 
in  producing  hui  achiam." 


Digitized  by  Google 


WILLlAMd  SUMM01I£D  B£FOBE  TB£  COUBT 


35 


justified  tile  ktter;  lor  which  exercise  of  his  rights  riiAP. 

as  a  citizen  he  was  committed  hj  order  of  the  govemment 
until  he  acknowledged  his  fault.   By  such  arhitniiy  meas-  1685. 
xaeSf  the  authorities  were  shortly  to  subdue  the  manly  op- 
positiofn  of  the  people  of  ialem,  and  to  rule  without  re- 
straint over  their  submissive  subjects. 

fXt,  the  same  Court  wliicli  disfranchised  the  Salem  j^^^ 
deputies,  Roger  Williiuns  was  summoned  to  answer  g. 
"for  divers  dangerous  opinions,  viz.  : — 1,  that  the  ma- 
gistrate ought  not  to  punish  the  breach  of  the  first 
table  otherwise  than  in  such  cases  as  did  disturb  the 
dvil  -peenoe;  2,  that  he  ought  not  to  tender  an  oath 
to  an  unregenerate  man;  3,  that  a  man  ought  not 
to  ]iray  with  such,  tliough  wife,  child,  &c.;  4,  that  a 
man  ought  not  to  give  tlianks  after  the  sacrament  nor 
after  meat."  To  what  lias  ah-eady  been  said  upon  the 
first  two  points,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add,  that  the  con- 
cluding clause  of  the  first  charge  proves  that  Williams' 
views  were  not  opposed  to  civil  magistracy,  as  has  been 
represented,  but  only  to  the  extension  of  authority  over 
subjects  for  which  man  is  alone  amenable  to  his  Maker. 
With  respect  to  the  tliiid  charge,  there  is  nothing  iu  Wil- 
liams" writings  to  show  that  he  cntcrtaiued  the  views  • 
therein  expressed.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the 
only  reports  we  have  of  his  opinions,  during  the  ordeal 
through  which  he  was  made  to  pass  while  a  minister  at 
Salem,  are  given  by  his  opponents,  of  whom  Winthxop  is 
the  earliest  writer,  and  the  only  one  who  was  superior  to 
the  influence  of  prejudice.  And  we  know  that  inferences 
from  his  abstract  notions,  drawn  by  those  less  skilful  in  lo- 
gical deduction  than  himself,  have  been  recorded  as  liiri 
real  opinions,  and  that,  "^ith  equal  recklessness,  he  has 
been  changed  with  acts  which  he  never  committed,  but 
which  were  supposed  by  his  enemies  to  be  the  legitimate 
resnltsof  views  which  they  could  not  comprehend.*  Wheth- 

*  UbitoQ,  HiiblMud,  Madier,  ud  oUier  nearly  cotemponuy  writert,  have 
cmd  in  tliit  vnjr;  «.^.  HortOD'a  Memorial,  168,  wnja,  '*lie  would  not  pray 


Digitized  by  Google 


36 


mSTOUV  OF  TU£  &TAT£  OF  BHODE  ISU^D. 


CHAP,  er  iu  tbis  case  he  entertained  the  precise  views  alleged 
^J!^  againsfe  lum  or  not,  is  of  hi  tie  importance.  If  he  did,  it 
1666.  may  be  attributed  to  the  effect  of  the  pievailing  idea  of 
English  worehipy  where  all  pfesent  are  sappoaed  fenrentiy 
to  unite  in  the  preecrihed  fbnoi  of  prayer,  however  incon- 
sistent may  be  their  lives.  An  nndue  prejudice  may  have 
biased  hiw  judgmeuL  in  this  particular.  The  fourth  alle- 
gation is  immaterial  otherwise  tlian  as  evidence  oi  liis  wis- 
dom and  zeal  in  opposing  the  attempt  to  establisli  by  law 
a  uniform  order  of  discipline  in  the  churches/'  Uni- 
^nmity,  the  rock  upon  which,  a  century  before,  the  lefonn- 
ed  chuzch  of  England  had  well-nigh  been  wrecloed,  and 
which  ever  since  had  been  the  principal  occasion  of  diffi- 
culty, which  had  led  to  the  expatriation  of  the  Pilgrims, 
and  to  the  emancipation  of  the  Puritans,  wag  about  to  be 
attempted  in  Massachusetts.  The  Court  had  already 
taken  measures  to  accomplish  this  object,  and,  if,  as  prob- 
able, these  minor  observances  were  to  form  a  part  of  the 
leligioQs  system,  we  can  well  understand  why  Williams 
should  oppose  them. 

Bat  these  errors  of  doctrine  appear  to  have  had  less 
weight  in  determiniii"'  the  action  of  the  Court  than  did 
the  "  coutein])t  of  authority,"  by  the  Sali'm  church, 
of  which  he  was  both  the  instrument  and  the  victim. 
Church  and  pastor  were  each  warned  to  expect  sentence 
at  the  next  General  Coart,  unless  satisfiu^on  should  mean- 
while he  given.  For  two  years  this  harassing  treatment 
had  continued  with  little  intermission.  Williams'  health 
failed  under  the  accmnulated  burden  of  pastoral  duties 
and  lepra!  vexations.  While  in  this  euiiaiiion,  "being 
sick  aud  mt  able  to  speak,  he  wrote  to  his  church  a  pro*- 

oor  give  thanks  at  meals  with  his  own  irife,"  &e.  Habbard  copies  him  nr- 
batim.  A  more  open  f^lander  Mather  in  his  History  hns  exposed,  although 
with  no  good  intent  to  Williams,  in  Magnalio,  B.  7  ch.  2,  §  G,  wliich  is  citod 

hv  Knnwlca,  69,  who  "ii^riificantlj  ndd«« :  '*  We  mny  wondor,  iiovrrt^u-lf  that 
Mr.  William''  hns  not  been  accused  of  staniug  hh  childron,  to  tiio  horror  of 
succeeding  generations ! " 
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testation^  that  he  could  not  commuBicate  with  the  chiuchee  char 
ia  the  Bay;  neither  would  he  communicate  with  them,  .Ji^ 
ezoept  they  would  re^cm  commtmion  with  the  rest"  The  1685. 

cnp  of  his  anguish  was  full  when  he  penned  this  last  epistle, 
the  only  one  upon  the  record  of  this  protracted  contro- 
versy of  which  even  his  enemies  could  say  that  "  it  was 
written  in  wrath  ; nor  can  wc  know  that  the  apparent 
hitterneas  of  his  lehoke  did  not  spring  from  a  spirit  more 
in  sorrow  than  In  anger. 

.  The  period  of  his  snfferings  was  shortly  to  terminate. 
The  letter  <^  the  Salem  church  was  an  unpardonahle  sin, 
which  he,  as  its  author,  was  to  expiate,  while  tliat  ad- 
dressed to  his  ] Ku  i-liiuiiers  was  considered  an  equally 
proper  fmhject  ot  judicial  condemnation.  For  the  fifth  and 
last  time  he  was  summoned  hy  the  authorities  to  appear 
at  the  next  General  Courts  where  these  two  letters  were  Oct, 
presented  as  the  sole  charges  against  him.  He  justified 
their  contents,  and  remained  unmoYed  hy  the  aigoments 
of  Hooker,  who  was  appointed  to  dispute  with  him.  The 
result  was  a  decree  of  banishment  in  these  words : 
"Whereas  Mr.  Ro^r  Williani«<,  one  of  the  elders  of  the  >iov. 
church  ot  baicm,  hath  broached  and  divulged  divers  new 
and  dangerous  opinions,  against  the  authority  of  magis- 
trates ;  as  also  writ  letters  of  defamation,  both  of  the 
magistrates  and  churches  here,  and  that  hefore  any  con* 
mtion,  and  yet  maintalneth  the  same  without  any  re- 
tractation ;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr.  Wil- 
liams shall  depart  out  of  this  jurisdiction  within  six  weeks 
now  next  ensuing,  wliich,  if  he  nt'):^lect  to  perform,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  governor  and  two  of  the  maf^istrates  to 
send  him  to  some  place  out  of  this  jurisdiction,  not  to  re- 
turn any  more  without  license  from  the  Court."  ^  It  is  a 

'  Winduop aiyt tibe leiitvnoB  was pMsed  **fbe  nest  moniiig'*  aftar  die 

examination  by  the  General  Court,  which  met  in  Oct,  Irat  the  colonial  rec- 
ords, which  we  adopt  bs  b»'ii»g  <l'M  Uiiient;iry  evirlcnre.  fix  tlio  <V.iU'  Xov. 
An  ezplacAtion  of  the  di»crepaucj  ma}*  pediap«  be  found  in  the  fact  recorded 
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CHAP,  fiingiilar  fact,  tliat  in  this  Court,  composed  of  maf^istrates 
.J^^  and  clergy,  while  some  of  the  laymen  opposed  tli  decree, 
1 686.  every  minister,  save  one,  approved  it.   A  practical  com* 
mentaty  is  thus  afforded  on  the  danger  of  uniting  the 
dvil  and  ecclesiastical  administrations.   It^suggests  tlie 
reflection  tbatj  of  all  characters,  ihe  most  dangerous  and  ; 
/      the  most  despical)le  is  the  j)olitical  priest.  I 
Liberty  lo  remain  until  sjtiing  uas  afterward  jijianted 
him,  accompanied  by  tlic  injunction  that  he  should  refrain 
from  disseminating  his  opinions,  a  restriction  not  easy  to  be 
borne  by  an  earnest  mind,  conscious  of  possessing  important 
tniths  and  actively  employed  in  dififtuing  them.   To  con- 
tinue his  connection  ivith  the  Salem  church  was  incompat- 
ible with  his  present  position.  The  church,  subdued  by  the 
severity  of  the  Court,  surrendered  at  discretion,  and  apolo- 
gized tui  the  offensive  letter.  The  hinds  iur  which  tliey  liad 
petitioned  aud  been  refused,  were  soon  afterwards  granted 
to  them.    The  stern  exercise  of  power,  although  it  accom- 
plished its  purpose  in  breaking  the  spirit  of  the  people,  could 
not  alienate  their  affections  from  one  who  had  been  their 
fearless  champion  and  devoted  pastor.  Great  was  the  gri^ 
in  Salem  when  the  sentence  of  banishment  was  pronounced, 
icn.-.-n.  and  many  })repared  to  follow  him  into  exile.    The  per- 
mission  to  remain  until  ^liling  was  suddenly  withdrawn  at 
a  meeting  of  the  council,  and  his  immediate  departure  ibr 
England,  in  a  ship  then  ready  to  sail,  was  resolved  n  poa. 
*  The  reason  of  this  harsh  treatment  was  that  he  had  pro- 
mulgated his  views  among  those  friends  who  visited  him 
at  his  own  house,  and  was  planning  a  settlement  inNana- 
ganset  Bay,  which  was  considered  as  being  too  neai"  for 

by  Winthrop,  that  month**  napite"  wm  offered  hSm  to  prepare  for  the 
diqpotatioiiy  but    be  chose  to  dbptite  preaentlj.^  When  tiie  dispute  tffith 

Hooker  was  ended,  the  Court  doubtlees  agreed  upon  the  pentence,  as  Winthrop 
Ptatot;,  ])\it  >-tIU  iudtil^'ed  him  \ri(h  tbo  month's  rc^pit"-  l«.tiire  ciiterin!?  up  the 
iuiii'ment,  wliioh  eeems  to  have  boon  formallv  (iuiiv  at  a  mrrtin'j:  uf  tlie  Court 
of  As5i^tants,  Nov.  3d,  as  appears  by  the  record,  which  i*  theretbre  the  propel 
date  to  a«8igQ  for  this  unportont  event  in  the  life  of  Williams. 
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the  safety  of  Puritan  institutions.  An  order  was  sent  for  char 
him  to  oome  to  Boston,  which  he  declined  to  do.  A  boat 
was  then  despatched  to  take  him  hy  force  and  place  him  1 6  B  6. 
on  hoard  the  ship*  Warned  by  the  previouB  oider,  he 
had  abeady  escaped  three  days  hefore^  no  one  knew  ^ 
whither.  Leaving  his  wife  and  two  infant  children,  he  set 
out  alone  in  midwinter  to  perform  that  arduous  journey  of 
which,  thirty-five  years  later,  he  wrote,  "  I  was  sorely  tossed  \ 
for  one  fourteen  weeks,  in  a  bitter  winter  season,  not  know- 
ing what  bed  or  bread  did  mean."  Happily  for  the  world, 
and  most  fortnnately,  as  the  event  soon  proved,  for  the 
people  of  New  England,  he  elnded  the  vigilance  of  his 
pursaers.  Had  their  designs  sncceeded,  the  grasp  of  in- 
tellect and  the  energy  of  purjiose  which  had  evolved  the 
^and  idL'u  of  religious  toleration,  and  was  about  to  estab- 
lish it  as  the  primary  article  in  the  <:^overumcnt  of  a  State, 
would  have  been  transterred  to  another  field  of  action,  and 
generations  might  have  passed  away,  in  the  stormy  period 
of  English  history  then  commencing,  hefi)re  the  man  and 
the  opportunity  again  arose  to  test  the  great  experiment ; 
while  the  removal  of  the  only  man  in  New  England  who 
could  control  the  elements  of  Indian  warfare,  might  have 
given  another  and  fatal  termination  to  the  desperate  strug- 
gle which  Fe<juot  cruelty  was  pre|>aring. 

Driven  from  the  society  of  civilized  man,  and  debarred 
the  consolations  of  Christian  sympathy,  Williams  turned 
his  steps  southward,  to  find  among  heathen  savages  the  boon 
of  charity  which  was  refused  at  home.  The  now  veneiahle 
Otefittll^tMi,  who  sixteen  years  before  had  first  welcomed 
the  weary  Pilgrims  to  lii.^  shores,  and  ^vith  whom  Williams, 
during  his  residcnee  at  Plymouth,  had  rontracted  a  friend- 
ship, received  with  ojien  arms  the  lonely  and  twice-exiled 
Puritan.  From  him  Williams  obtained  a  grant  of  land 
near  what  is  now  called  Cove  Mills,  on  the  eastern  hank 
of  Seekonk  river,  where  he  built  a  house,  and  commenced 
plantbgwith  the  view  of  permanent  residence.   But  this  ^pi  ii. 
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CHAP.  i^ot  to  be  his  home.  In  the  quaint  scriptural  Ian* 
sJt^  guage  of  the  day,  "  he  had  tarried  on  this  side  Jordan,  ivhile 
1 68  s.  the  promised  land  lay  still  heyond/'  He  was  soon  advised 

hy  his  friend  Got.  Winslow  that,  as  his  plantation  was 
^  within  the  hunts  uf  I^lyinouth  colony,  who  were  loath  to 
displease  the  Bay,  he  Bhould  reino\'e  to  the  other  side  of 
the  water. "  This  he  resolved  to  do,  and  in  company  with 
five  others,  who  appear  to  have  followed  him  from  Salem, 
he  emharked  in  his  canoe  to  find  at  length  a  xesting-plaoe 
on  the  fiee  hills  of  Fiovidenoe.  Tradition  has  pieserred 
the  shout  of  welcome,  "What  cheer,  netop,"^  which 
greeted  his  landing  at  "  Slate  Rock poetry  has  em- 
balmed it  in  endurinf]^  verso  ;  g^od  taste  affixed  the  name, 
what  cheer  "  to  the  adjacent  farm,  and  even  the  s})ii  it 
of  enterprise  and  the  growth  of  population,  which  have 
thrown  these  broad  lands  into  the  market  of  a  proud  and 
prosperous  city,  have  respected  the  consecrated  spot,  and 
resenred  ''What  Cheer  Square,'' with  its  primeval  rock, 
forever  to  mark  the  place  where  the  weary  feet  of  Roger 
Williams  first  pressed  the  soil  of  Providence.*  Pursuing 
their  course  from  Slate  Rt>ck  around  the  heiidland  ot*  "^l  (  rk- 
wotten,  passing  what  are  now  called  India  and  Fox  jx  ints, 
they  entered  the  Moshasuck  river,  and  sailing  up  what  was 
then  a  broad  and  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  skirt (m1  l>y  a 
dense  forest,  their  i^ttention  was  attracted  by  a  spring  close 
on  the  margin  of  the  stream,  where  they  landed,  and  com- 
menced a  settlement,  to  which,  in  gratitude  to  his  supreme 
Jane,  deliverer,  Williams  gave  the  name  of  Providence. 

There  is  a  singular  confusion  among  the  writers  as  to 

'  How  are  you,  Iriend  i  **  What  clieor,  r*fc/u/>,  w  the  general  salutation  of 
aD  English  toward  tiwm  (dw  Indiaos).  NiUop  i»  fifeiKL''<^j?.  IT.V  Ktytothe 
Initm  Zanguage,  oh.  1. 

'  Tb»  writer  hopes  tibttt  the  Rhode  Idind  of  tibe  twmtie  A  ooDtmy  will 

n<  t  1;   e  occa^on  to  qnesdon  the  acooracy  of  his  tuurrative,  by  finding  that 

the  aforesaid  square  has  never  been  laid  out,  unless  upon  some  then  loiig-lo*i 
plat,  mid  thnt  Slato  Hork  exists  only  in  the  pages  of  bistoiy.  At  present 
there  seems  a  Ukclihooil  of  this. 
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the  period  at  which  this  memoiahlo  event  oocmred,  ariBing  chap. 
mther  fiom  ignorance  or  carelessnesB  than  firom  the  absence 

uf  authentic  data.  The  precise  day  uf  Williams  urriviil  l*86. 
at  8eck(»nk,  or  at  Providence,  cannot  be  determined,  but 
buth  events  may  be  establkbed  with  Bufficient  accuracy 
for  historical  purposes.  The  Massachusetts  records  fix 
the  date  of  his  Imnishment^  and  also  the  pioxuuate  time 
of  bis  flighty  early  in  Jannary,  fix>m  which  time  the  foar- 
teen  weeks/'  that  he  describes  as  the  period  of  his  wander- 
ing, would  establish  his  settlement  at  Seekonk  abont  the 
middle  of  April,  near  the  usual  plantin^^  time  of  this  reckon. 
Tlic  warning  letter  from  Grov.  \VhiHlow,  after  he  liad  he- 
gun  to  build  and  plant  at  Seekonk,"  makes  it  certain  that 
he  was  there  after  March,  1636^  at  which  time  Mr.  Wins- 
low  became  governor  of  Plymouth,  and  the  only  year 
between  1633  and  1644  in  which  he  held  that  office.  A 
letter  to  €k>v.  Yane  of  Massachnsetts  ficom  Mr.  Williams 
is  dated  from  Providence,  July  26,  proving  that  he  had 
already  been  some  time  in  hi^  new  plantation  ;  no  that  in 
placing  the  foundation  of  Providence  in  June,  1636,  we 
ieelasfiurod  of  a  tolerable  degree  of  accuracy. 

In  reviewing  the  measures  which  led  to  the  banishment 
of  Boger  Williams,  we  find  that  they  all  proceeded  from 
the  finnnees  with  which,  npon  every  occasion,  he  main- 
tained the  doctrine  that  the  civil  power  has  no  control 
over  the  religious  opinions  of  men.  To  adapt  this  new 
theory  to  practical  lil'e  was  to  effect  a  revolution  in  the 
existing  systems  of  government  ;  to  sever  the  chain,  which, 
since  the  days  of  Constautine,  had  linked  theology  to  the 
throne  ;  to  restore  to  the  free  mind  the  distinctive,  but 
long-fettered  gift  of  Ddtj — iree  agency ;  and,  in  fine,  to 
embody  in  civil  polity  that  principle,  but  dimly  un- 
derstood l)y  the  Beformers,  which,  from  Wittenberg  to 
Rome,  in  the  cloister  and  the  cam]),  had  aroused  the  spirit 
uf  all  Enrope — the  ri^ht  of  private  judgment. 

The  entire  separation  of  Church  and  State  had  already 
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CHAP,  been  advocated  by  a  small  portioD  of  English  dissenters, 
_^'^r  consisting  of  Baptists  and  Independents,  but  the  great 
1686.  majority  of  Puritans,  as  we  have  seen,  still  maintained  the 

prerogative  of  the  crown  to  interpose  in  inuttors  of  faith. 
Their  cLii-f  clMcctious  to  the  English  Church  related  t^ 
forms  and  ccrcniouies,  and  these  they  nought  to  uitur. 
Persecution  failed  to  make  them  liberal  or  tolerant  to  the 
BcnT]>lcs  of  others. 

The  right  of  every  man  to  worship  God  according  to 
bis  own  conscience,  nntnunmelled  by  written  articles  of 
faitli,  and  unawed  by  the  civil  power,  implies  a  degree  of 
advancement  in  moral  science  and  political  phihisophy, 
utterly  ut  vuriancu  witli  the  tone  of  feeling  in  that  age. 
ll"  to  this  assertion  of  natural  right  we  add  the  denial  of 
any  power  in  civil  government  to  enquire  even  whether  a 
citizen  believes  in  the  existence  of  God,  we  have  a  propo- 
sition fax  more  bold  than  many  which  had  already  led  a 
host  of  martyrs  to  the  gibbet  and  the  stake.  Yet  this 
was  the  sentiment  which,  in  those  days  of  political  dark* 
ness,  Roger  WiUiams  had  the  cleamess  to  discover,  and  the 
courage  to  defend.  He  dared  assert  tlie  iVeinloin  of  the 
soul.  Thus  was  introiluceil  a  new  principle  in  jiolilic  al 
science,  by  eradicating  an  old  element  of  civil  polity. 
The  church  was  no  longer  to  be  a  portion  ot'  the  state, 
and  the  state  must  undergo  a  thorough  re-organi^ation, 
when  deprived  of  its  powerful  auxiliary.  Boger  Wil- 
liams saw  that  government  could  be  mote  efficient  in  its 
object  and  more  just  to  its  citizens,  if  independent  of  the 
chnrch  ;  and  he  knew  that  the  church  could  best  sustain 
its  spirit iml  nature  when  freed  from  the  cloi^s  of  gtate. 
Religion,  ethics,  and  polities,  as  now  received,  arc  alike 
indebted  to  him  for  their  fundamental  principle. 

Yet  plain  and  immutable  as  these  truths  appear  tons, 
they  were  but  dimly  comprehended  by  the  wisest  states- 
men two  centuries  aga  Their  exponent  was  driven  to 
found  a  new  state,  which  should  illustrate  the  great  prin- 
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dples  towhichhecontendecL  From  England  he  had  fled  cuap. 
to  HaesachnsettS;  seeking  sympathy  among  those  who 
liad  suffered  with  liim  in  «a  common  cause.  But  affliction,  16  3  8. 
wliicli  slumld  serre  to  soften  the  licart  to  the  sulferinp^a  of 
others,  seemed  only  to  increase  the  acerbity  of  the  Puri- 
tans. Even  among  the  ministers  of  Christ,  from  whom  he 
might  expect  forhearam^,  if  not  kindness,  he  met  his 
moat  Tirolent  enemies.  By  theur  influence  he  was  hanished, 
and  escaping  to  the  headwaters  of  the  Narragansett,  he 
foimd  a  spot  in  the  pathless  wilderness,  where  lie  could 
rear  a  teni]>le  ut  iiijerty,  consecrated  to  the  Lord  of  tlie 
whole  earth,  before  whoFe  ample  shrine  Jew  and  Gentile, 
bond  and  free,  might  each  worship  God  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience. 

Although  the  conduct  of  the  Fnritans  in  this  trans- 
action cannot  he  justified,  it  may  admit  of  palliation.  It 
IS  a  source  of  regret  to  he  compelled,  from  the  nature  of 
the  subject,  to  treat  cliielly  of  the  dark  side  of  cliaracters 
who  posiiesiied  bO  mucli  true  piety  and  essential  greatness 
of  soul — to  apologize  for  their  errors  and  expose  their 
ohliquitics. 

We  observe  in  the  Fathers  of  Massachusetts  a  degree 
of  virtue  and  intelligence,  and  a  supreme  regard  for  the 
dictates  of  religion,  and  for  the  preservation  of  a  sound 
morality,  such  as  has  never  ^en  to  the  lot  of  any  other 

country  in  its  early  history.  The  germs  of  a  ])owerfiil 
state,  C'liujiotent  to  jj;lve  hiws  to  tlie  world,  and  to  trans- 
mit the  heritage  of  a  wise  example  to  future  generations, 
are  seen  in  the  feeble  band  of  Pilgrims,  planted  on  Ply- 
mouth lock,  and  in  the  throng  of  earnest  Puritans  gath- 
ered along  the  shores  and  headlands  of  Massachusetts 
Bay.  But  while  we  recognize  these  nohle  attrihutes  in 
the  men  who  persecuted  Roger  Williams  for  opinion's 
Rake,  justice  reqnires  that  we  should  relate  facts  as  they 
cATCurivd  witliout  abatement  or  reservation.  We  may  re- 
gret the  conduct  of  our  ancestors,  but  we  are  not  entitled 
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CHAP,  to  defiaiid,  or  to  extenuate,  their  erron.  We  may  account 
for  them  from  the  cirenmetancesof  the  case,  and  may  show 

1686.  tliat  they  originatod  in  aii  honest  misajiprehension  of. 
principles,  thereby  proving  that  the  actors,  though  mis- 
taken, were  consistent,  and  that  their  s'ins  were  rather  of 
the  head  than  of  the  heart.  This  view  we  adopt  in  our 
judgment  of  the  Puritans. 

In  estimating  their  cfaaracterB,  we  are  too  apt  to  judge 
them  hy  the  light  of  the  present  day.  Two  centuries  of 
progress  haire  wrought  so  great  a  change  in  opinions  and 
views,  hy  increasing  so  largely  our  fund  of  knowledge, 
that  what  was  ex[»edient  or  proper,  or  even  right  in  those 
times,  would  be  justly  regarded  as  absurd  or  erroneous  in 
this  age.  We  might  as  well  revile  our  ancestors  for  tlie 
use  of  the  handloom^  since  modem  science  has  introduced 
self^moving  madnnery^  as  to  denounce  them  for  not  acting 
upon  principles,  which,  in  their  day^  were  unreoognized  in 
civil  polity.  They  founded  a  colony  for  thdir  own  foith 
without  any  idea  of  tolerating  others.  For  doing  this, 
they  have  been  charged  \vith  bigotry,  fanaticism  and  folly. 
Every  epithet  has  been  applied  to  them  that  can  be  em- 
ployed to  express  detestation  of  the  conduct  of  men  acting 
under  a  soher  conviction  of  truth.  Begarding  their  con- 
duct from  the  standpoint  of  the  nineteenth  century,  all 
this  may  he  just.  The  like  proceedings  in  this  age  would 
deserve  the  severest  sentence  of  condemnation.  But  not 
so  two  luiiiilred  years  ago.  The  liigotry  of  the  Puritans 
was  the  bigotry  of  their  times.  In  every  act  tliey  illus- 
trated the  spirit  of  the  age.  They  committed  some  wrongs, 
for  which,  even  with  all  this  allowance,  we  are  at  a  loss  to 
account,  which  seem  to  us  unpardonable,  and  to  these  we 
shall  have  occasion  to  refer  ;  hut  intolerance  is  not  one  of 
them.  Toleration  was  a  word  conveying  to  their  minds 
an  image  of  terror.  It  was  so  held  in  England  and 
throui^liout  Europe.  The  principle  was  regarded  with 
the  same  heartfelt  abhorrence  that  conservativo  statesmen 
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now  express  for  the  feculent  emanations  of  the  Jacobin  chap. 
dubs  of  France ;  for,  to  their  minds,  it  was  attended  with 
the  like  fatal  resulta.  The  Bimple  cobbler  of  Agawam  in-  1686. 
fonns  us  tbat he  who  is  villiiig  to  tolerate  any  reUgion, 
or  diicrepant  way  of  leligion^  besides  his  own^  lanless  it  he 
in  matters  merely  indifEerent,  either  doubts  of  his  own,  or 
is  nut  sincere  in  it."  To  the  same  end,  and  about  the 
same  time,  the  ilhiBtrious  Bosbuct  was  employing  liin  al- 
most superhuman  eloquence  to  obtain  the  royal  iuterfer- 
encf  in  enforcing  the  supremacy  of  the  Papal  church.  The 
churches  of  Scothind  and  England  were  alike  zealous  in 
effecting  uniibimity.  Edwards^  an  eminent  divine  of  that 
period,  says,  Toleration  will  make  the  kingdom  a  ehaosi 
is  the  grand  work  of  the  deyil,  is  a  most  transcendental 
Catliolic  and  fundamental  evil.''  This  was  the  policy  of 
Ma^sachusetls  liay,  and  with  this  state  of  public  opinion 
among  themselves,  and  these  high  authorities  to  counte- 
naacc  them  abroad,  we  cannot  in  fairness  condemn  them 
ibr  desiring  to  fiee  the  colonies  of  all  dissenters.  The 
abuse  of  their  principles  arose  mainly  from  the  tenacity 
with  which  they  midntained  them,  and  the  trying  situa- 
tion in  which  they  were  placed.  Had  tlieir  own  views 
been  more  lihcral,  we  may  well  doubt  whether  the  home 
government,  actuated  by  the  same  sj  irit  of  intolerance, 
would  have  allowed  the  dissemination  of  free  opinion  in 
so  large  and  prominent  a  r<  lony.  It  was  not  till  some 
jeats  after,  when  a  convulsion  had  shaken  the  institutions 
0^  England  to  their  £>undation,  and  the  public  mind  was 
ts^-kitent  on  the  fearful* crisis  at  home  to  regard  the 
alTairs  of  distant  provinces,  that  a  free  charter  was  ob- 
tained for  the  then  obscure  plantations  in  Rhwle  Tgland. 
Again,  the  Puritans  looked  on  every  departure  from  the 
established  creed  as  beings  what  in  fact  it  was,  an  in- 
ijiplpBMii  of  the  civil  code ;  for  in  their  constitution 
jjPHiUmept  was  merely  secondary,  and  the  church  was 
tli^litettijiiinotion:   Hence  they  regarded  every  dissent 
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CHAP,  from  their  religious  polity  fis  rovolutionary,  as  subversive 
of  social  order^  and  treated  it  ns  a  cxime.    We,  therefore, 

1686.  find  them  flummoiimg  Roger  Williams  before  their  highest 
tribtmal,  to  answer  for  the  ciime  of  holding  to  certain 
opinions  of  a  purely  religions  nature ;  and  with  these  views 
we  are  not  inclined  to  wonder  so  much  at  their  expulsion 
of  Williiiins,  us  to  condemn  tlieir  subsequent  eunduet  to- 
wards him  and  his  colonv,  and  llieir  horrible  treatment  of 
the  Quakers  and  Gortomsts,  which  form  the  darkest  chap- 
ters in  Puritan  history. 

It  is  pleasing  to  find  in  the  personal  kindness  of  man  j 
eminent  men  towards  Boger  Williams  at  this  time,  a  strong 
contrast  to  the  severity  of  the  magistrates  and  elders. 
The  mild  and  amiable  Winthrop,  who  was  the  ablest  as 
well  as  the  most  liberal  man  of  liis  age  and  place,  appears 
to  have  regarded  Williams  with  great  atlection  and  resjieet. 
He  had  ceased  to  direct  the  public  councils  some  months 
before  Williams'  ordination  at  Salem,  and  the  bigoted 
Dudley  had  sacceeded  to  the  chief  magistracy  as  the  leader 
of  the  most  restrictive  party  in  Massachnaetts.  The  per^ 
secution  of  Williams  is  to  he  attributed  to  a  policy  of 
which  Dudley  and  his  successor  Haynes  were  the  ex])o- 
nents.  The  latter,  who  was  ^vernor  Avhen  Williams  was 
banished,  o]*eidy  censured  Wiuthrup  for  the  mildness  of 
liis  admiuistration.  The  faithful  friendship  of  Endicott, 
who  afterwards  became  governor,  has  l>cen  recorded,  and 
Williams'  letters  bear  testimony  to  the  kindness  of  Gov. 
Winslow  and  others  of  the  prominent  men  of  Plymouth. 

There  was  nothing  personalnn  the  hostility  of  his  ene- 
mies, the  bitterest  of  whom  were  among  the  clerg}',  who 
sought  to  establish  a  jxditical  tlu oeracy,  and  dreadi  d  the 
promulgation  of  principles  which  they  could  not  cnnij.ie- 
hend.  A  yet  greater  obstacle  to  their  scheme  of  uniform- 
ity had  already  appeared  among  themselves,  and  after 
distracting  for  two  more  years  the  councils  of  churph  and 
state,  was  destined  in  like  manner  to  he  violently  expelled, 
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and  to  lesnlt  in  the  settlement  of  the  island  of  Bhode-  chap 
Idand. 

Roger  Williams  had  Bcarcely  establiBhod  bimpclf  at  1686. 
Pr(  »vi(lt'uce,  belore  the  Antinomian  controversy  burst  fortii 
in  Massachofletts. 


APPENDIX  A. 

BABLT    LIFB    OF    BOOEB  W1LI.IAU8. 

The  early  career  of  Roger  Williams  has  been  the  sub- 
ject of  frequent  and  labored  investiirntinn  but,  until  veiy 
recently,  with  little  lesnlt.  Gradually,  however,  facta 
have  heen  presented  which  throw  some  light  on  his  histoiy 
prior  to  his  embarkation  for  America,  Dec.  1, 1630.  The 
discovery  of  tbc  Sadleir  letters,  a  corre8j)ondence  between 
Ra^i^er  Williams  and  Mrs.  Anne  Sadleir,  daugbter  of  Sir 
Edward  Coke,  bas  sbed  light  upon  the  important  point 
of  his  education,  and  established  the  lact  of  bis  being 
a  proteir*^ of  Lord  (loke.  The  original  MSS.  are  in  the  li- 
brary of  Trinity  GoUege,  Cambridge.  Hon.  Geoigc  Ban- 
croft, wlule  Minister  at  the  Court  of  8t.  James,  procured 
copies,  and  presented  them  to  the  R.  I.  Hist.  Society. 
They  are  also  published  in  Dr.  Elton's  life  of  Roger  Wil- 
liam-;, ch.  xiii.  By  these  papers,  it  appears  ihaL  liis  illus- 
trious patron,  on  accom^t  of  his  ability  displayed  in  taking 
notes  of  proceedings  in  the  Star  Chamber,  placed  him  at 
Sutton's  Hosintfil,  now  the  Charter  House,  the  records  of 
which  institution  show  that  he  was  elected  a  scholar,  June 
25,  1621,  and  that  he  obtained  one  exhibition,  July  9, 
1624.    OElton's  Roger  Williams,  ch,  il) 

The  writer  regrets  that  he  cannot  adopt  the  other  jiar- 
ticuiars  relating  to  the  l)iiih-place  and  university  educa- 
tion of  AVQliaras,  contained  in  this  interesting  chapter. 
The  learned  author  is  uodoubtedly  conect  in  assigning 
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CHAP.  Wales  as  the  country  of  TJ  prer  WiUiama.  The  nune  k 
eminentlj  Welsh,  and  abounds  even  more  remarkabfy  in 

*  A.  *  Anglesea  and  the  northern  counties  than  at  the  south. 
Still  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Maestioiddyn  waa  the  birth** 
place  of  our  Koger  Williams.  The  testimony  of  the  aged 
Nestor  of  Cavo  ii;  conclusive  of  tlie  fact,  that  a  Kogcr 
Williams,  of  sufficient  cok'hrity  to  be  kiiuwn,  at  least 
among  the  natives  of  his  mountain  hamlet  and  the  inher- 
itors of  his  blood,  by  the  epithet  "  the  great/'  was  bom 
there.  But  two  points  of  difficulty  occur  in  identifying 
him  with  the  founder  of  B.  I.  and  the  graduate  of  Oxford. 
The  records  of  Jesus  College,  cited  by  Dr.  Elton,  give  the 
name  as  "  Rodericus"  in  the  Latin  style  of  the  University, 
%vliiLii  we  piibiiiit  should  Le  Rogerus"  to  meet  this  case. 
Or,  admitting  that  the  two  names  were  used  inter- 
changeably, which  is  barely  probable,  we  are  met  with 
a  fact  which  has  added  greatly  to  the  perplexity  and  la- 
bor of  this  research,  that  there  were  two  other  persons  of 
the  same  name,  filling  somewhat  conspicuous  positions  at 
about  the  same  time.  One  of  these  was  a  distinguidbed 
soldier  in  the  wars  of  Holland,  and  either  of  them  would 
seem  as  likely  as  the  founder  of  R.  I.  to  be  the  "  Roder- 
icus"  of  Conwvl  Cavo.  But,  Roderick  and  Rocker  arc 
distinct  iiames^  and  it  seems  an  imnecessary  violence  to 
assimilate  them,  when  a  more  natural,  and  in  other  re- 
spects also,  a  more  obvious  explanation  of  the  difficulty 
may  be  found.  Mr.  Collen,  the  obliging  PortcuUis  of  the 
Herald's  College,  London,  has  made  the  genealogy  of  the 
founder  of  11.  I.  the  subject  of  dilij]^ent  research  in  the 
nrcliivcs  of  that  institution,  at  the  instance  of  a  wealthy 
family  in  Paris,  who  arc  lineal  descendants  of  Roger  Wil- 
liams. At  his  suggestion,  the  writer,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Bomiliy,  the  venerable  registrar  of  the  University,  exam- 
ined the  records  of  Cambridge,  the  alma  mater  of  Lord 
Coke,  and  where,  from  the  connection  between  them,  the 
probability  is  that  Williams  would  complete  his  education 
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ill  i)rclerence  to  Oxford.  In  the  admission  book  of  Pern-  CHAP. 
ltnik«'  Cullecce  is  an  eiitrv  "   Willininf?,  29  Jan.,  — ^ 

*  ,  .         .  API*. 

1623.''    For  the  belter  understanding  uf  tliC-^e  I'acts  it  a.' 

Diaj  be  stated  that  the  students  in  the  English  Universi- 
ties aie  classed  in  three  grades,  accoiding  to  their  social 
podtiom  At  Cambridge  the  first  are  called  Fellow  Com- 
moners. This  grade  is  composed  of  the  nobility  and  the 
wealthy.  The  second  are  called  Pensioners,  from  their 
boarding  at  the  College,  and  this  is  the  most  numerous 
gr*ido.  The  third,  called  Sizars,  consists  of  the  indigent 
students.  When  a  student  enters  ilie  University,  his 
name  is  enrolled  on  the  admission  boolv  of  the  particular 
College  he  joins,  and  is  often  very  loosely  entered,  as  in 
this  case— no  Christian  name  or  particulars  being  given. 
The  matriculation,  which  occurs  after  an  interval  of  sev- 
era]  months,  and  often,  as  in  this  case,  of  a  year  or  two, 
is  the  registerinE^  the  name  on  the  banks  of  the  Univer- 
bUy,  This  is  done  by  the  registrar,  wiih  the  studetit's 
name  iu  full,  the  date,  and  a  list  of  degrees  taken,  each 
in  its  appropriate  column.  By  this  book  it  appears  that 
Boger  Williams  was  matriculated  a  pensioner  of  Pem- 
broke College,  July  7, 1625,  and  took  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Arts  in  Jan.,  1626-7.  He  took  no  other  degree. 
A  more  decisive  evidence,  in  its  bearing  upon  the  present 
discussion,  is  contained  in  what  is  called  the  subscrip- 
tion bouk."  This  was  introduced  in  by  Jamon  T.. 
who  required  every  strident  to  subscribe  to  tlie  thirty-nine 
article?;.  Tn  the  first  volume  of  this  book,  under  date  of 
1626,  the  time  he  took  his  degree,  is  the  autograph  signa- 
ture of  BooERUS  WiLUAMS.  A  copy  of  this  signature, 
carefully  compared  with  the  known  autograph  of  the 
founder  of  Rhode  Ishmd,  leaves  little  doubt  of  their  iden- 
tity of  ori  rin. 

Again,  the  testiiii'  iiy  of  Williams  in  one  uf  his  let- 
ters dated  July,  1671)  (Backus,  Hist,  of  the  Baptists,  i. 
421),  that  he  was  then    near  to  fourscore  years  of  age,'' 
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is  stioDgly  corroboiatiye  of  the  received  opioioii  that  he 
was  horn  in  1599|  and  not  seven  years  later,  as  was  Bod- 
ericus  Williams,  the  Oxonian.  In  that  case  he  would 
have  been  only  in  his  73d  year  when  writinj^  tlie  letter, 

and  wuuld  li.inlly  have  described  liiiiiself  as  "  near  80/' 
For  these  reasuus  llie  writer  is  reluctantly  coin|iejled  to 
dissent  from  the  conclusions  of  his  earlv  instructor  and 
friend,  the  learned  Doctor  Elton,  on  the  point  of  the 
University  education  of  Boger  Williams,  and  hence  like- 
wise as  to  his  heing  identical  with  the  Boderic  Williams 
of  Conwyl  Cayo. 

The  difSculty  of  this  research  in  England,  occasioned 
by  there  being  three  ]>ersons  of  the  same  iianie  there,  is 
furtlier  continued  in  this  country  by  the  presence  of  two 
Roger  Williams's  at  the  same  time  in  New  England, 
which  has  led  the  accurato  Prince,  and  all  subsequent 
vrtiters,  into  error  with  regard  to  the  admission  of  the 
Boger  Williams  as  a  freeman  of  Massachusetts,  until  the 
mistake  was  corrected  by  the  diligence  of  Mr.  Savage, 
the  editor  of  Winthrop's  Journal,  and  late  President  of 
the  Massac] I usctts  Ilisturical  Society,  than  whom  no  more 
thorouL;li  or  more  liberal  historian  ever  lived.  In  the 
Massachusetts  Colonial  Kcconk,  L  79,  is  a  list  of  the 
names  of  such  ns  Aefoie  to  be  made  freemen,"  among 
whom  is  Boger  Williams.  This  is  under  date  of  October 
19th,  1630,  neaHy  four  months  before  the  founder  of 
Bhode  Island  arrived.  Most  of  these,  including  Boger 
Williams,  with  many  others,  took  the  freemen's  oath  at 
the  next  General  Court,  18th  ^May,  IG.'U,  at  which  time 
our  iioger  Williams  had  l)een  three  months  in  the  coun- 
try, but  never  ap]>lied  for  admission.  The  freeman  was  a 
resident  of  Dorchester  at  that  time,  and  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Connecticut. 
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CHAPTEK  II. 

THE  ANTINOMIAN  CONTROVERSY. 


1636— loss. 

While  the  colonists  were  legislating  for  the  preserva*  CHAP 
tion  of  potmd  morals,  by  enacting  sumptiiai  v  and  otlier  >— 
laws  to  rcijulate  tlieir  domestic  cconoiriT.  there  arrived  a  1**^ 
large  accession  of  CDii grants  with  news  conlinning  the  re- 
ports  of  the  contemplated  encroachments  upon  their  liber- 
tin  bjr  thd  Engliah  luenrcbj^  which  led  to  the  adoption 
of  prompt  measnres,  on  the  part  of  the  (General  Court,  to 
plaoe  the  country  in  a  postnre  of  defence.  Among  these 
new  comers  was  one  who  was  destined  to  eausu  greater 
distiirliance  to  the  Puritan  settlcineiits  tlian  any  that  they 
wen*  t')  receive  from  the  prevalence  of  inumtdest  fashions" 
at  home,  or  from  the  designs  of  ambitious  prelates  abroad, 
A  woman  of  great  intellectual  endowments  and  of  masca- 
Itne  energy,  to  whom  even  her  enemies  ascribed  unnsoal 
mental  powers,  styling  her  the  master-piece  of  woman's  > 
wit/''  and  describing  her  as  ^^a  gentlewoman  of  an 
hausrhty  carriage,  ])usy  s})irit,  competent  wit,  and  a  volu- 
ble tnii^aie/M  ^Ijq  |>y  remarkable  union  of  cliarity,  de- 
votion and  ability,  soon  became  the  leader,  not  only  of  her 
own  sex,  but  of  a  powerful  party  in  the  state  and  church, 
80  that  her  opponents  have  termed  her,  by  a  species  of  ana- 

'  JoLiisua.    Wor»!pr-'\vorkiiig  Provitlenoe,  B.    cli.  42. 
•  MagnaUa,  B.  vii.  cU.  3  §  7,  8. 
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CBAF.  grammaticwit,"  The  Nonsuch/'  was  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinsoii) 
,_^'-^r  the  founder  and  champion  of  the  Antinomian  heresy." 
1684.  Acting  upon  the  ptinciple that  "the  elder  women  were 
to  teach  the  younger/' '  she  established  a  weekly  meeting 

at  her  own  house,  where  she  promulgated  her  views  in  the 
form  (  "f  comments  u]>oii  the  sermons  of  Mr.  Cotton.  These 
meetings  soon  became  larg<"ly  attended,  and  to  them  was 
traced  directly  the  origin  of  many  upiniuns  which  were  de- 
nounced by  the  authorities  as  heretical  and  seditious. 

We  have  seen  that  the  Puritans  had  already  changed 
their  position  in  becoming  the  founders  of  a  Btate,  and 
were  disposed  to  mete  out  to  all  dissenters  the  same  meas- 
ure of  persecution  which  had  led  to  their  own  emigration. 
The  system  that  they  had  established  was  one  of  rigid  for- 
;  malism,  exacting  a  great  regard  to  externals,  and  enforcing 
strict  conformity  in  matters  of  abstract  belief  This  wae 
a  position  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  existing 
age^  but  oontraiy  to  that  which  was  about  to  commence,  of 
which  the  premonitions  had  already  appeared  in  Massa- 
chusetts as  Weill  as  in  England.  The  new  comers,  who 
formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  had 
little  sympathy  with  the  establi-lied  order  of  the  state, 
and  were  prompt  to  end.)raee  tlie  novel  tenets  that  were 
started  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  creed.  These  opin- 
ions related  primarily  to  the  doctrine  of  free  grace,  or  jus- 
tification by  &ith  alone,  which  was  stoutly  asserted  by 
Mrs.  Hutchinson,  and  maintained  by  her  brother-in-law, 
Wheelwright,  minister  at  Braintreo,  who  had  recently 
arrived.  Although  this  cardinal  ai  iiel o  of  tlie  Ivi formation 
was  equally  upheld  by  the  Puritans,  they  did  not  overlook 
the  external  evidence  of  sanctification.  or  forget  the 
apostles'  injunction  tiiat  taith  without  works  is  dead." 
Mrs.  Hutchinson  artfully  contrived,  by  giving  undue  pro- 
minence to  the  scriptural  idea  of  free  grace,  to  make  it 

'  Titos,  ch.  3,  vs.  JMSu 
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appear  that  her  opponents  denied  the  sovereign  efficacy  of  cbap. 
Mth^  and  grounded  their  hopes  of  salvation  upon  their 
good  vorksy  and  she  denounced  them  as  being  under  a 
covenant  of  works,"  while  she  claimed  for  herself  to  be 
living  under  a  covenant  of  grace/'  The  starting  point 
of  disagreement  between  the  two  parties  related  to  the  t 
evidence  of  justification.  The  followers  of  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
son contended  for  an  inward  lischt  as  the  onlv  sure  wit- 
ness  of  divine  grace,  and  without  which  no  degree  of  mo- 
ral rectitude  could  give  assurance  of  a  saving  faith,  while 
the  legaliBts  held  that  obedience  to  the  moral  law,  being 
an  evidence  of  sanctification,  vras  thns  far  a  proof  of  our  ac-  ^ 
ceptance  with  Christ.  So  long  as  the  difference  was  con- 
fined to  this,  it  made  no  disturbance.  The  new  views 
were  embraced  hy  a  nuijority  of  the  Boston  church,  inciiul- 
incr  Mr.  Cotton  himself,  and  were  warnilv  o^jjuiiscd  ])V  the 
governor,  afterwards  Sir  Henry  Vane.  The  prime  doc- 
trines of  the  Beibrmatk>ny  jostification  by  faith,  and  the 
right  of  private  judgment,  were  too  nearly  allied  to  ^ 
these  views  to  admit  of  their  being  disputed.  The 
message  sent  to  England  by  Cotton,  who  favored  the 
new  opinions,  and  by  Wilson,  who  opposed  them,  con- 
tains the  substance  of  the  controversy  up  to  this  point  : 
"  Tliat  all  the  strife  hero  was  about  magnilyini^  tlie 
grace  of  God  ;  the  one  person  seeking  to  advance  the 
grace  of  God  wUkin  us  as  to  sanctification,  and  another 
person  seeking  to  advance  the  grace  of  God  toward  us  as 
to  justification/'  to  which  Mr.  Wilson  added,  That  he 
knew  none  who  did  not  seek  to  advance  the  grace  of  God 
in  both."'  Soon  however  the  breach  widened.  The  Hut- 
chinson party,  who  claimed,  the( (logically  speaking,  to  be 
living  **  under  a  covenant  of  L!,race,"  not  only  denied  the 
intrinsic  efficacy  of  good  works  tor  the  salvation  of  man^ 
but  carried  this  scriptural  doctrine  so  &r  as  to  pervert 
its  obvious  meaning,  by  rejecting  all  external  prooft  of  a 

'  Magnftlia,  B.  viu,  o.  3,  §  1. 
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CHAP,  change  c£  heaxt,  as  being  indioationg  that  the  conTert  was 

living  under  a  "  covenant  of  worW 
1686.      The  idea  of  inward  revelation  was  no  novelty  in  the 

liistoiy  of  theology.  It  is  one  which  in  all  time  has  been 
effectively  employed  by  the  zealot  or  the  impostor  for  the 
accomplishment  of  purposes  requiring  the  incitement  of 
reHgious  fervor.  It  appeals  to  the  imagination  of  men ,  and 
in  this  case,  it  thoroughly  aroused  the  latent  enthuaaem 
of  the  PoiitanB.  The  opinioniBts,''  as  they  were  at  first 
calledy  soon  received  another  name,  and  fiom  the  disregard 
of  the  divine  hiw,  both  as  an  evidence  and  a  means  of 
grace,  with  which  they  were  charged  by  their  opponents, 
were  termed  Antinoniians.  The  controversy  increased nn- 
til  it  reached  an  alurming  height,  interfering  with  the  elii- 
cient  proeecution  of  the  Fequot  war,  dividing  &milies,  and 
threatening  a  dissolution  of  society.  The  moie  enthustas- 
tic  people,  a  large  proportion  of  the  new  comers,  among 
whom  was  the  governor,  and  those  who  cherished  a  secret 
feel  in-  of  dislike  at  tliu  preponderating  iDflueuce  of  tlie 
clergy  in  secular  affairs,  espoused  the  Antinomian  cause, 
while  those  who  were  attached  to  the  uld  order  of  things 
in  church  and  state,  with  all  the  ministers  except  Wheel- 
wright and  Cotton,  formed  the  party  of  the  legaUsts.  With 
these  popular  elements  on  one  side,  based  upon  a  free  sysiem 
of  theological  enquiry,  and  conducted  by  ardent  and  ta- 
lented leaders,  it  was  a  natural  result  that  new  and  often 
startling  opinions  were  })ramulgatcd,  and  the  whole  com- 
munity involved  in  a  giddy  maze  of  aljstruse  npetulati  >n. 
Questions  pertaining  to  ''our  personal  union  with  the 
Bpirit  of  God,"  the  insignificancy  of  sanctification  to  be 
any  evidence  of  our  good  estate,"  "  the  setting  up  of  imme- 
diate revelation  about  future  events,  to  be  believed  aa 
equally  infidlible  with  the  Scriptures,"  with  similar  recon- 
dite or  fanciful  themes,  were  everywhere  discussed  with 
more  than  scliolastic  zeal,  and  with  "  the  exquisite  rancor 
of  theol<^cal  hatred." 
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The  first  evidence  tbat  public  attention  was  directed  to  chap 

the  new  opinions  appeared  iuii  visit  iniide  by  tlie  other  min-  ^Jijl*. 

i&ters  of  the  Bay,  wliile  the  General  Court  was  iii  ^ession  at  1686. 

Boston,  to  ascertain  tlie  truth  of  the  rumors,  intending,  it' 

•  .  Oct 

need  were,  to  write  to  the  Boston  church,  warning  them  of 

the  dangers  of  heresy.  Cotton  and  Wheelwright  both  at- 
tended at  ibis  conference  and  satisfied  them  all,  that  on  the 
pomt  of  sanctification  as  an  evidence  of  justification,  there 

was  no  difference  of  opinion,  while  on  the  question  of  the  / 
indwellini?  of  the  person  of  the  Holy  Ghost  there  appeared 
DM  material  disagreement,  many  of  the  clergy  liolding  to 
that  doctrine  in  a  limited  degree,  but  not  to  a  personal 
onion  of  the  believer  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  was  the 
tenet  of  Mrs,  Hutchinson.   Some  of  her  fdlowers,  who 
were  members  of  the  Boston  church  now  sought  to  have 
Mr.  Wheelwright  appointed  over  it  as  one  of  the  teachers. 
This  was  opposed  by  Ex-G^ovemor  Winthrop  on  the  ^ 
ground  that  the  church  was  alieatly  furnished  with  able 
miiiititers,  and  that  Wheclwrif^lit  was  known  to  advocate 
certain  doctrines  at  varianee  with  the  received  opinions,  aa 
"  that  a  believer  was  more  tlian  a  creature,"  and  that 
the  person  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  a  believer  were  united."' 
A  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Deputy  Gh>vemor  Winthrop, 
Cotton,  Wheelwright,  and  Governor  Vane,  took  part,  re- 
sulting in  the  suecess  of  the  former,  so  that  the  church  c^av  e 
way  that  Mr.  Wheelright  might  be  calk  tl  to  a  new  church 
about  to  be  establislied  at  Braintree.    The  defeated  mem- 
bers felt  aggrieved  at  this  attack  upon  their  candidate,  81, 
whereupon  the  next  day  Winthrop  apologised  for  his 
offfisnce,  stating  that  Wheelwright  had  since  denied  holding 
the  opiniotts  charged  against  him  ;  and  then,  not  satisfied 
with  this  recantation,  most  unwisely  proceeded  to  argue 
lioiii  the  doctrines  which  Wheelwri<;lit  admitted,  that  he 
must  necessarily  hold  to  these  nhjectiouablo  (iit^mas  also, 
it  was  a  question  of  metaphysical  distinct i^ui  too  nice  to 
be  debated  in  a  mixed  assembly,  and  it  would  have  been 

*  Wintlirop  1,  202. 
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CHAP,  well  had  Winthrop  been  satisfied  with  the  explana* 
If 

tions  of  his  Christian  hrother.  A  similar  instance  of  the 
1 G30.  dangerous  display  of  logical  acumen  had  occuned  a  year 
before  at  the  trial  of  Boger  WiUiams  where  the  dialec- 
tics of  Hooker  convinced  the  court  that  Williams  did 
maintain  opinions  which  ho  expressly  denied.  The  habit 
of  deducing  from  the  premises  ot"  enthusiastic  theologians 
condustons  not  admitted  by  themselves,  and  then  chaig- 
ing  upon  them  not  only  errors  of  doctrine,  but  of  con- 
duct as  the  legitimate  result  of  these  conclusbns,  was 
one  to  which  the  Puritans  were  addicted,  that  caused 
them  infinite  trouble,  and  was  the  occasion  of  great  injus- 
tice to  tlie  dissontiii'jj  parties.  In  the  discussion  coiicem- 
ins^the  scttk'iueut  yf  \V heel wricjht,  the  fubt  pulilic  exjio.si- 
tioQ  of  the  new  opinions  wan  uiade.  Heretofore  they  had 
been  confined  to  Mrs.  Hutchins  ai's  private  assembly,  or 
made  the  subject  of  anxious  deliberation  by  the  ministers 
alone.  The  rapture  resulting  from  Winthrop's  impru- 
dence on  this  occasion,  revealed  how  deeply  the  heterodox 
notions  had  Uikcu  root,  (^otton  and  Vane,  with  many 
others,  had  adopted  them,  wliilc  Wilson  and  Winthrop 
resisted  the  heretical  novelties.  A  dis])ntatiun  concern- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Holy  Ghost  was  held  in  writing, 
that  the  peace  of  the  church  need  not  be  disturbed  there- 
by. The  prudent  conclusion  was  agreed  to,  that  as  nei- 
ther the  Scriptures  nor  the  primitive  Fathers  made  men- 
tion of  the  "person"  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  term 
should  not  hr  used. 

At  ihid  juncture,  an  unfortunate  incitlmt  <ict  urn_d  to 
give  a  political  aspect  to  existing  dilicrcuces,  and  added 
the  bitterness  of  partisan  i\  cling  to  the  asperity  of  religious 
controversy.  Governor  Yane  convened  the  Court  of  Depu- 
ties  to  tender  his  resignation,  alleging,  in  the  first  place, 
that  his  private  affairs  required  his  immediate  return  to 
England,  and  then  assign im;  as  his  reason,  (lie  prevalent 
disseubious,  which  he  said  were,  by  some,  tiilscly  attributed 
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to  him.  The  court  silently  consented  to  liis  departure,  and  chat. 
decreed  a  new  election.  In  the  interval,  some  members  of  s^!^ 
the  church  represented  to  the  court  that  the  governor's  10  3  6. 
reasons  were  not  conclusive  ;  whereupon  Vane,  acting  upon 
this  demonstration  ^'  as  an  obedient  child  to  the  church," 
declared  that  "  without  leave  of  the  church  he  durst  not 
go  away  "  although  the  court  had  assented.  The  result 
was  that  a  great  portion  of  the  people  declared  in  favor 
of  his  continuance  in  office,  and  the  Court  of  Election  was 
adjourned  to  meet  at  its  usual  time,  the  following  May. 
The  vacillating  conduct  of  Vane  in  this  afluir  has  greatly 
.  prejudiced  his  reputation.  He  has  l)cen  freely  charged 
with  dissimulation  in  attempting  to  extort  an  expression 
of  popular  opinion  in  his  favor,  by  a  course  more  becom- 
ing a  demagogue  than  a  Christian  statesman.  The  sequel 
gives  the  color  of  plausibility  to  this  severe  condemnation. 
Hapj)y  had  it  been  for  Vane  and  for  the  country  if  he  had 
embraced  the  opportunity,  given  at  his  own  solicitation  by 
the  court,  to  withdraw  from  New  England.  His  career 
in  Massachusetts  had  thus  far  been  unique  and  brilliant. 
No  other  man  had  ever  received  such  honors  at  her  hands, 
or  been  more  warmly  admired  by  the  people.  Six  months 
after  his  arrival  at  Boston  he  was  chosen  governor,  when 
only  twenty-four  years  of  age.  His  high  connections  and 
popular  qualities,  notwithstanding  his  extreme  youth,  and 
iiiexiMjrience  in  public  affairs,  combined  to  place  him  at 
once  at  the  head  of  the  State — an  injudicious  choice,  as  it 
proved  in  a  few  brief  months. 

At  this  court  an  attempt  was  made  to  reconcile  the  Dec. 
differences  in  the  churches,  and  the  ministers  were  con- 
voked to  give  their  advice.  The  governor  ti.  -k  a  promi- 
nent part,  and  by  some  unseasonable  remarks  drew  upon 
himself  a  rebuke  from  the  fiery  Hugh  Peter,  who  openly 
charged  him  with  destroying  the  peace  of  tlio  churches. 
The  session  assumed  a  polemic  character,  and  closed  with 
;i  debate  upon  the  nature  of  sanctification.    The  peace  of 
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CfiAF.  the  cliurclies,  as  might  have  been  foreseen,  was  more  dis- 
turbed  than  promoted  by  this  attempt  at  judicial  inter- 

^Dec^  ^  made  at  this  comrt  hy  Mr.  Wilaon, 

01,  *  pastor  of  the  Boston  choicli,*  gaye  offence  to  some  of  tlie 
members,  who  demanded  a  public  explanation.  To  this 
Wilson  acceded,  and  the  opportunity  was  embraced  by  the 
Governor,  and  othei*s  of  his  con^rcf^atiuii,  to  assail  him  with 
bitter  reproaches.  The  excited  laity  were  only  restrained 
£rom  passing  a  direct  censure  upon  their  pastor,  by  the 
firmness  of  Cotton,  who,  in  lieu  of  it,  gave  him  a  grave 
exhortation/'  The  people  seemed  bedde  themselves  with 
indignation  dnrmg  this  earnest  dispute  upon  nice  points 
of  polemic  theology,  which,  probably,  very  few  of  them 
could  understaiid.-  The  effect  of  these  public  discussions 
was  to  spread  tlie  Antinomian  d<  >ctiincs.  Tliose  heretiil'ore 
enumerated  were  now  avowed  by  nearly  the  whole  Boston 
church,  while  stillwidcr  departures  from  the  orthoclox  creed 
were  secretly  entertained,  and  awaited  only  the  stimulus 
of  opposition  to  be  openly  declared.  The  defection  of  Oot- 

I  The  ofganuatioa  of  Um  Puritui  chnrobM  difibred  from  those  of  tho 
pretent  day.  Bodde  the  pastor,  there  irere  rnting  elders  and  teAching  ^lera^ 
the  tftttor  of  wLosti  duties  did  not  vary  niatcnally  from  those  of  tlie  paatOTf 
while  tlio  niHiitr  cLlt  r"  sr»f»m  to  Imvc  li;!']  (  (inal  jtirl^ili'  t''iii  wttli  Liui  in  the 
pOTpriUlK'iit  of  tlj(.'  (  liUiT-ll.  ^\  il-oil  w:i->  tlic  ]i:t>tvir,  ('mUmii  u  t^:uiLer  ot"  the 
Bubtou  churcli,  beaiiio  whum  were  other  teachtT'  :it  various  times,  tho  num- 
ber of  tlicsc  seeiulug  to  bo  decided  by  the  sue  of  tUo  church.  Bc:ilde  theM 
two  dssses  of  elden,  there  were  deacons  also^  who  asdsted  the  elders.  Onr 
modem  deacooa  approach  to  the  eharacter  of  mlmg  elders,  while  assistant 
pastors,  In  some  lavge  churches  now,  occni'V  -oin' whtit  tho  position  of  the 
teacliio^  elders.  Tliere  wore  two  ruling  elders  of  the  Boston  cliureh  at  this* 
time,  Olix'er  nTid  Lev«^r<^tt.  hotli  Antinomian  iu  tl>eir  feelings,  n<*  itulef  were 
tho  entire  clmrch  a  little  later,  excepting  Wikoii,  tlie  piutor,  Wiuthrop,  nud 
fiome  two  or  three  others. — I  Win.  212. 

'  The  hair-splitting  distiDotions,  enmidated  with  all  the  envrgj  of  an  on- 
de,  hj  Ae  disputants  on  either  side  of  this  contnnreny,  remind  one  of  th« 
Sootdfaonen's  definition  of  metaphjstos — When  twa  persMs  he  talkin*  t'|^thtf» 
on'  t*anc  dinna  understan'  t'ither,  an'  t*ither  dinna  underi^tan'  lii'iK-IT,'*  while 
the  violence  with  wlxich  the  fact  ions  supported  their  respective  leuders,  illus- 
trntr>>  the  intensity  of  wh.it  an  eminent  writer  has  termed  the  exi^uinte 
rancor  of  theological  hatred.** 
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ton  was  a  fsote  tiial  to  the  deisY.  who  drafted  a  list  of  sax.-  cha  p. 
teen  pomts  of  eoppoeed  diflagreement,  upon  which  they  v^^X 
desired  his  opinion.   HIb  answers  were  puhlished,  and  also  1687. 

the  niinistere'  reply  to  them.    The  disaensions  at  home, 

together  witli  the  distractions  and  <lisastei*8  occurriniz:  at 

this  period  throughout  the  Ohristiau  world,  were  the  ucca^ 

non  of  a  general  fiist  in  Massachusetts.   The  unhappy 

dttpate  now  assumed  a  more  general  character,  extending  20. 

bejond  the  limits  of  Boston,  and  disturbing  the  quiet  of 

oilier  churches.   The  baleful  distinction  of  men  under  a 

covenant  of  works,"  or  under  a  "  covenant  of  grace,"  divided 

the  whole  coiimnmity.    It  was  at  this  crisis  that  the  mcs-    ^  ^ 

Feb. 

sage,  bctore  recited,  wan  sent  to  England  by  Cotton  and     s. ' 
Wilaon,  which,  however  truly  it  might  describe  the  con- 
troversy in  itn  earlier  stages,  gave  no  idea  of  the  party 
virulence  that  had  since  prevailed. 

The  ensuing  session  of  the  General  Court  presented  -^^^eh 
more  the  character  of  an  ecclesfastical  council  than  of  a  9. 
legislative  or  judicial  body,    iiic  majority  were  legalists,  f 
The  proceedings  against  Wilson,  arising  out  of  his  speech 
at  the  preceding  court,  were  investigated,  but  as  it  was 
imposaihle  to  identify  those  who  had  prejudiced  him,  no 
action  was  taken,  except  to  pass  a  vote  approving  of  the 
speech.    The  clergy  were  consulted  as  to  the  authority  1 
of  the  conrt  over  the  church^,  and  gave  the  opinion  that 
the  court  might  proceed  independently  in  cases  of  heresy 
dangerous  to  the  State.    This  advice  they  immediately 
IVdlowed,  l>y  sunuiiuning  Wlieel\vrl;j:lit  <o  answer  for  a  ser- 
mon preaclied  by  him  on  the  recent  fast  day,  wherein  as 
they  alleged,  he  had  Ruined  the  flame  of  dissension,  instead 
of  qnenchii^  it,  thus  pervertuig  the  object  of  the  fast,  and 
adding  contempt  of  court  to  the  crime  of  seditious  preach- 
ing.   The  sermon  was  produced  by  his  accusers,  and 
defended  by  its  author.    After  much  debate  Wheelwright 
was  pr«)ii'junced  guilty  of  sedition  and  contempt,  but  sen- 
tence was  deferred  until  the  next  court.  The  governor  and 
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CHAP,  some  of  his  party  protested  against  the  judgment,  but  ^th- 
out  effect.    The  Boston  church  petitioned  in  his  behalf  and 

1687.  justified  his  sermon.  This  act  was  declared  to  be  pre- 
sumptuous ;  the  petition  Avas  piououuced  to  be  "  a  seditious 
libel,"  and  was  indignantly  rejected.  It  subsequently  ftir- 
nished  the  pretence  for  unwarrantable  severity.  80  great 
was  the  excitement,  that  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  next 
session  of  the  court  at  Newtown,^  a  motion  which  itself 
produced  a  violent  struggle  between  the  two  parties.  The 
dispute  had  now  become  so  warm  that  the  leaders  of  the 

'^P'*'^  Boston  church,  Wilson  of  course  cxcejited,  even  refused  to 
sanction  by  their  presence  the  ordination  of  ministei-a  of  the 
opposing  faction. 

Such  was  the  temper  of  the  people  when  the  Court  of 
Elections  was  held  at  Newtown.  Party  tactics  were  applied 
to  defer  the  election  as  long  as  possible.  It  was  the  last 
struggle  of  political  power  on  the  part  of  Yane  and  his 
friends.  The  zeal  of  Wilson,  who  climbed  a  tree  to  ha- 
rangue the  u^seiubled  multitude,  decided  the  fortunes  ot 
the  day.  The  people  clamored  loudly  for  immediate  elec- 
tion, and  the  governor  was  overborne  by  the  tumult. 
Fierce  denunciations  on  either  side  had  already  given  place 
to  acts  of  violence,  when  this  timely  exertion  of  the  Boston 
pastor  no  doubt  prevented  actual  bloodshed.  The  legalists 
triumphed  at  every  point.  Winthiop,  who  for  the  past  year 
had  been  only  deputy  governor,  was  restored  to  his  for- 
mer oiHce  of  governor,  and  Vane,  with  his  assistants,  Cod- 
dington  and  DunniKT,  were  no  longer  niagisl rates.  Boston 
had  deferred  the  election  of  deputies  until  tlie  result  of  the 
general  election  was  known.  The  next  day  Vane  and  Cod- 
dington,  w  ith  another  of  the  same  party,  were  returned  as 
deputies  from  Boston.  The  court  refused  to  receive  them 
19.  on  the  plea  of  informality,  but  on  the  following  day,  the 
same  deputies  were  again  chosen,  and  the  court  was  com- 
pelled to  admit  them.    Wheelwright  appeared  to  receive 

*  Nov  CAmbfi^gt* 


Digitized  by  Google 


IMPOUTIO  OOUASE  OS  THE  ANTUiOMIANS. 


61 


hk  sentence,  but  was  again  respited,  the  triumphant  party  chap. 
wishing  to  give  an  example  of  leniency  by  tiiUB  affording 
him  further  time  for  retraction.  The  prisoner  remained  1087 
firm,  inviting  sentence  of  death,  but  threatening  an  appeal 
to  tlie  kinn;  in  case  the  court  ehould  proceed.  This  con- 
duct was  fatal  to  the  Antiiiomian  cause.  Thus  far,  the  ^ 
popular  iceiiug,  especially  in  Boston,  had  been  with  the 
libeml  party,  in  opposition  to  the  clergjc^  and  to  the  old 
onlcr  of  magistrates.  The  threat  of  apj^^al  changed  the 
political  aspect  of  the  case,  and  created  a  r^l^sion  of  pub- 
lic feeling.  The  new  comers,  equally  with^lk»>  eU^t- 
tiers,  dreaded  the  interference  of  England,  where  the  pre- 
latical  party  was  now  in  the  ascendant.  This  feeling  was 
more  potent  than  any  domestic  difference.  The  right  of 
uppt^al  admitted  the  Euglibh  claim  to  remilate  tlie  iiiter- 
nal  affairs  of  the  province;  so  that  the  question  now  ap- 
peared like  one  of  independence  against  subjection,  in 
which  the  legalists  supported  the  popular  side.  This 
event  hastened  the  dowu&U  of  their  opponents,  and  stimu- 
lated the  dominant  party  to  those  acts  of  injustice  which 
were  now  to  be  consummated.  An  order  of  court  was 
pas^jttl,  imposing  a  penalty  upon  all  persons  wlio  should  , 
harbor  any  emigrant  for  more  than  three  weeks  without 
leave  of  the  magistrates.  This  combination  oi'  an  alien 
law  w  ith  a  passport  system  was  aimed  directly  at  the 
Antinomians,  who  were  expecting  accessions  from  Eng- 
land, and  occasioned  a  great  outcry.  Social  visiting  was 
interrupted,  and  persoual  insults  were  of  frequent  occur-  July, 
rence.  The  arrival  of  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  wilh 
others  of  the  same  i>art  \ ,  afforded  oppuriiinlty  iur  a  jaac- 
ticil  ftpjilieatiun  of  the  new  law,  and  thus  increased  the 
raneur  oi'  faction. 

A  pamphlet  controversy,  respecting  W licel Wright's  ob-  An;:, 
noxious  sermon,  occupied  both  parties  until  the  all-en- 
grossing  synod  assembled  at  Newtown,  which  was  to  heal 
every  difference,  and  to  settle  the  creed  of  New  England. 
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CHAP.  A  list  of  eighty-two  '^erroneoas  opinions"  and  nine  '^ini* 
sayory  speeches,"  supposed  to  embtace  the  whole  cata^ 
X6  8  T.  log^e  of  prevalent  heresies,  was  presented  and  condemned.^ 

Only  five  points  of  difference  remained  between  Cotton  and 
Wheelwrif:;ht  on  one  side,  and  tlie  rest  of  tlu'  ministers  on 
the  other.^  An  earnest  and  protracted  effort  at  reconciii- 
atioQ  upon  these  metaphysical  niceties,  at  lengtli,  tli rough 
the  mediam  of  ambiguous  expressions,  wrought  the  de- 
sired end  in  the  case  of  Cotton,  who,  with  more  perhaps 
of  pnidence  than  good  faith,  ^^ezplained,  distinguished, 
and  prepared  to  yield."*  Wheelwright  maintained  his 
ground,  and  calmly  awaited  the  penalty  of  contumacy, 
ggpjj^   The  synod,  after  twenty-four  days'  lalior.  dissolved,  with 

fiS.  the  gratitying  result  that  Cotton,  heretofore  the  great 
leader  and  theological  dictator  of  the  Puritans,  after 
having  suffered  a  temporary  eclipse,  "  recovered  all  his 

12.  former  splendor  among  the  other  stars.*'*  A  day  of 
thanlEsgiTing  was  appointed  for  the  success  of  the  synod, 
and  for  the  recent  defeat  of  the  Fequots.  A  little  later 
it  was  discovered  that,  in  resj)cct  to  tlie  former,  the  result 
had  not  been  decisive.    Although  the  pliant  Cotton  had 

t 

'  Tliesc  are  duly  8ct  forth  in  T.  Welde*s  pamphlet  entitled  **  A  abort  story 
^  of  the  Ri«e,  rt*:»iirn  and  Ruin  of  the  v\ ntiuomions,  Familist?  nnd  T.ibortlncs 

that  int'csted  tlio  ('hur  'li<  '  of  Xew  F.iv„'lTin !,''  a  very  scarce  an  ]  (  uriuus  -\>q- 
cimcn  of  our  early  polemic  literature.  The  copy  which  1  havf  n  n  i  ia  the 
London  edition,  1644.  It  contains,  liMides  an  eUborato  preface,  G6  quarto 
pages,  20  of  whidb  oontain  Hm  eatalogoa  of  enon^  with  tli^  oonAitatioa, 
by  the  Kynod ;  24  embrace  the  procoodinga  of  the  General  Conrt  of  Nor.  Sd, 
(erroneously  printed  Oct.  2d  in  the  book,)  \C<'\7.  wb.i  h  punished  the  Aiitino- 
mian  leaders,  and  the  remainder  are  occupied  with  the  trial  of  Wheelwright  in 
the  prccw]in;_r  ^rnrcli.  with  nn  nrrount  of  Mrs.  Ilutohiii'^on'.--  r\f'-niinn!il'"n- 
tion.  Tlie  wholo  is  a  Litter  and  Liguttd  ex  parte  stistriin  tit  by  uu  :i<  tiir  in  the 
SGcnca  descrihcd,  and  will  only  repay  a  reading  hy  the  untiquar}'  ui  iho  eu- 
rioua  tbeolflgion*  Amniirkable  inatanceof  bibliographical  di&ingenui^" 
in  raiation  to  this  hwik  is  exposed  bjr  Mr.  Sar&gi  in  a  lengthy  note  in  1  Wlifr- 
tbrop,  296-800. 

'  Tliey  are  cmmierated  in  1  Winthrop,  2S5. 

'  The  expresMon  i*  IIildreth=«.   Uirt.  of  U.  S,,  i.  247. 

*  Magnolia,  B.  viL  c.  3,  ^  5. 
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deserted  to  the  stionger  party,  Wheelwright  and  his  fnends  chap. 
were  none  the  leas  aetiTe  in  diBseminating  their  viewB. 

At  the  next  General  Oonrt  a  rammaTy  course  was  1687. 

adopted,  based  upon  tlic  ])ctiti()n  or  rtinonstriince  that  2.  * 
the  Boston  church  had  presented,  the  preceding  March, 
in  bciiall  of  Wheelwright,  and  which  had  then  been 
branded  as  a  "seditioue  liber'  upon  the  court/  Wm. 
ABpinwail  and  John  Coggeshall,  hoth  deacons  of  Boston 
ohnrch,  and  deputies  from  that  town,  were  dismissed  from 
the  court ;  the  one  for  haying  signed,  and  the  other  for 
defending  the  remonstrance.  One  of  the  two  deputies 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  created,  was  iminedi- 
ately  dismissed  for  the  same  cause,  and  the  town  proj^erly 
refuised  to  elect  another  in  ids  place.  William  Codding- 
ton,  the  third  deputy  from  Boston,  acting  under  instruc- 
tiooB,  then  moyed  a  rerersal  of  the  censure  against 
Wbeehrright,  and  a  repeal  of  the  alien  law.  This  demon- 
stiation  of  the  fimmess  of  Wheelwright's  friends  caused 
the  court  to  summon  him  the  same  day  to  receive  sen-  - 
tence,  which,  since  his  conviction  in  March,  had  been 
from  time  to  tiuie  deferred.  He  was  sentenced  to  banisli- 
menty  and  required  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  witliin  t(  uirteen 
days,  upon  penalty  of  imprisonment.  John  Coggeshall, 
who  a  few  days  he£)re  had  been  expelled  from  his  seat, 
was  then  summoned,  and  narrowly  escaped  the  same 
punishment,  hut  was  released  upon  being  disfranchised, 
and  admonished  to  keep  the  peace  on  pain  of  banish- 
ment.' William  Aspinwall  was  next  called  to  trial  for 
the  same  o^ence,  and  sentenced  to  be  disfranchised  and 

•  This  petition  Is  prcservc'l  in  "Rise,  lloign  and  Ruin."  p.  2^-25, 
and  ij  copied  by  Mr.  Savage  in  1  Wiiithrop,  App.  K.,  where  tho  r^'uder  will 
tuid  it  dillicult  to  detect  scditiua  or  pri'tjiunptioa  iu  its  caruccit  but  respectful 
Ltogiiage.  It  WM  dnirn  up  hy  WiD.  AfpliiwaU,  afterwttdf  first  Smto- 
tny  of  IL  L  Colonjr,  and  flignsd  bgr  about  sixty  of  the  principal  men  in  B<m- 
tm,  nmitt  of  whom,  banished  at  this  oonrC,  soon  after  settled  the  iitand  of 
Bliode  Iskuid. 

*  He  was  aooo  after  esOed,  and  became  the  ftrst  President  of  R.  I.  Colony. 
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CHAP,  baniflhed,  but  was  allowed  to  remain  until  sprinc^.  Several 
other  dgneiB  of  the  petition  and  chiefs  of  the  Antinomian 
i^a  r.  party,  were  in  turn  brought  before  the  court,  and  pun- 
^][5  '  ished  by  disfranchiflement  and  fines,  among  whom  were 
William  Baletone  '  and  Captain  Underliill,  who  thus  re- 
ceived the  reward  of  his  distinguiyhed  services  iu  the  Pe- 
qnot  war.  The  male  leaders  being  thus  summarily  disposed 
of,  the  author  of  all  this  commotion,  Mrs,  Hutchinson 
herself,  was  brought  hito  court.  Her  trial  occupied  two 
days.  It  was  opened  in  the  fonn  of  questions  between 
the  court  and  the  accused,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
deduce  from  her  own  admissions  the  oyidence  of  her  guilt. 
Even  the  report  given  by  Wekle,  one  of  her  prosecutors 
and  judgCR,  loaves  her.  at  the  end  of  the  iirst  diiy.  un- 
scathed by  the  dialeetics  of  the  court.  The  next  morn- 
ing, however,  she  undertook  a  defence  in  a  lengthy  speech, 
wherein  she  broached  the  doctrine  of  inward  revelations, 
enforcing  her  views  by  scriptural  quotations,  and  claiming 
in  a  manner  to  be  herself  inspired ;  in  evidence  of  which, 
she  enumerated  sundry  revelations  that  she  had  received, 
and  .'iiijung  them  that  she  fTiuuIJ  jro  to  New  England  and 
he  persecuted,  of  which  v  'vclation  hhc  atsberled  her  present 
trial  to  be  a  fultilmcnt.  The  court  saw  now  an  inevi- 
table necessity  to  rid  her  away ; "  ^  sentence  of  banishment 
was  pronounced,  and  she  was  handed  over  to  the  marshal 
to  await  its  execution. 

A  most  remarkable  act,  unparalleled  in  the  subse- 
quent history  of  tlie  American  States,  concluded  the  ])ro- 
^  cecdiii;^,^  ul  this  memorable  court.  The  principal  men 
19.  of  the  proscribed  party  in  all  the  towns  were  ordered  tu 
deliver  up  their  arms  and  annmniition  before  tlie  SOtli 
of  the  month,  unless  they  would  acknowledge  their  sui 
in  subscribing  the  seditious  libeU,"  before  two  magistrates.^ 

*  lie  was  oiu!      tlio  four  ii-^istants  clio^ca  in  li'Al  hi  tlic  islanJ  of  R.  I. 

*  Wc'ldc,  p.  41.    For  tUia  and  all  tlie  foregoing  cases  tried  at  tlic  Nov, 
court,  1637,  see  Wtldo's  Rise,  Beign  and  Ruin,  pp.  23-42. 

*  Wioihrop,  i.  296,  note. 


Digitized  by  Google 


BAKISHM&NX  OF  MRS.  HUTCHINSON. 


65 


Seventy-five  names  are  eniiTnerated  as  the  objects  of  this  ^^^^^ 
astonishing  order,  which  natuially  enough,  as  the  finale  to  ^ — ^ 
BO  nmch  tyrannj,  aroused  a  strong  feeling  of  indignation.  ^  ^  ^ '  - 
The  governor  took  an  early  occasion  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  the  court  to  the  excited  congregation  with  whom  he 
was  a  worshipper. 

The  Beculiir  arm  liavin*;  been  so  efficiently  exercised  to 
purge  the  .state,  the  ecelesiastical  authority  was  next  ex- 
erted to  purify  the  church.  Many  of  the  signers  of  the  no- 
torious petition  were  proceeded  with  "  in  a  church  way  "  , 
by  admonition,  and  when  this  failed  to  convince  them  of 
their  sin,  excommunication  was  pionounced  against  them. 
The  more  serious  errors  before  alluded  to,  as  being  secretly  i  c  s  a 
entertained  by  the  followers  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  were  now 
openly  avowed,  and  p^ve  occasion  for  carneRt  consulta- 
tions between  the  magistrates  and  elders.    A  few  of  the 
most  intelligible  of  these  notions  were  :  '*  That  the  law 
18  no  rule  of  life  to  a  Christian,"  that    union  to  Christ  is 
not  by  &ith,"  that    there  is  no  such  thing  as  inherent  ^ 
righteousness/'  that   the  Sabbath  is  but  as  other  days/' 
that  ^Mhereis  no  resurrection  of  the  body/'  and  many 
other  dogmas,  which,  however  harmless  they  might  appear 
when  explained  hy  their  projioimders,  were  fraught  with 
danger  when  adcjited  in  their  literal  h^ii^nificance  hy  the 
multitude,  unskilled  in  ethical  subtleties.*    Mrs,  Hutch-  -^^^^^i 
inaon  was  .examined  before  the  church  upon  these  latter  15, 
cbAfges,  and  gravely  admonished  by  the  teacher,  Cotton. 
A  vain  hope  was  felt  that  she  might  recant,  for  which 
end  she  was  permitted  to  reside  for  a  few  days  at  Cotton's 
house ;  but  when  the  examination  was  renewed  her  ob- 
duracy  was  manifest,  and     the  chiircli  with  one  eonsent 
cast  her  out."    The  virua  of  Antiuomiunisui  had  become 

'  -A*^Sbt  of  tweutj-nine  Uicses,  from  which  the  above  five  examples  arc  se- 
lected, was  presented  at  the  examiuatioa  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson  befurc  the 
drareb,  15  Mavch,  1688,  all  of  whlxA  the  deftodfld.  They  may  ba  fi»iiiid  in 
Wddft*!  bodkf  ppw  59-61. 

VOL.  I — 5 
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CHAP.  nentrabBed  by  its  own  excess.  A  warrant  to  execute  the 
sentence  of  bamshment  was  immediately  issaed,  and  the 

1 6  S  S.  arch  heretic  departed  into  exile,  to  meet  ere  long  a  dread* 
fill  death.'  Wheelwright  with  his  family  remoTed  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Piscata(jua,  where  lie  commenced  the 
settlement  of  Exeter."  The  larger  portion  of  the  exiles, 
among  whom  web  the  hnsbnnd  of  IMrs.  llutcliinson,  had 
already  gone  forth  to  seek  a  refuge  in  the  wilderness. 

Thns  ended  the  Antinomian  contiorersy  in  Mas^  u  lm* 
setts^the  most  bitter  strife  that  has  ever  agitated  New 
England,  adding  the  severiiy  of  political  conflict  to  the 
fleroeness  of  doctrinal  contention.  Now  that  two  centn- 
lies  have  passed  away,  and  the  names  of  Legalist  and  An- 
timuSian  are  known  only  to  tlic  student  of  history,  we 
may  calmly  rcTiew  the  causes  and  trace  the  results  of  this 
stormy  epinode  in  Puritan  annals. 

The  different  phases  presented  in  the  progress  of  the 
dispute  are  acoonnted  for  by  the  changing  elements  which 
at  wioos  periods  it  involTod.  Originally  it  was  purely 
^  of  a  theological  character.  Matters  of  abstract  belief^ 
upon  which  all  were  agreed  in  their  practical  application, 
were  discussed  in  their  metaphysical  hearing.  Terms  not 
used  in  the  Scri2)tnres  were  ern]>loyed  1o  expresK  shades 
of  thought  in  relation  to  the  sublimest  mysteries  of  the 
inspired  volume.  The  specific  purpose  for  which  this 
barbarous  terminology  "  was  first  applied,  was.60on  OTsr- 
looked,  and  the  fact  that  such  expressions  were  merely  "  of 
human  invention  "  was  forgotten  in  the  heat  of  discussion. 
Thus  they  came  to  assome  a  reality  in  the  minds  of  the  die- 

^  Her  snb^equpnt  lii-ton'  h  ?«on  tolfl.  Slir  \V( nt  first  to  T"*rovHloiicc,  nnn 
thonce  to  AqnetliK  ck,  which  had  just  1"  on  j>nri:'lia>A  d  by  the  fugitives  of  lier 
parly,  uud  wherti  her  luuband  died  m  Iti  i2.  Soon  nder  this  boreavcmect  she 
jwnonred  wilh  li«r  ftmilj  to  a  ipot  near  UvA  Gate,  inthin  tbe  Dntcb  jnzudicttoD, 
wbere  in  a  drart  time  abe,  and,  niHi  tiia  exception  of  one  diild,  all  her  boose- 
hold,  sixteen  in  number,  wen  nmidered,  by  tbe  Indiana  in  164d-~a  tngedy 
wbich  tbo  bigoted  WeUe  natratesi  as  a  tpeeial  pmidenoa  npon  tbis  ■*  Anari* 
can  Jeiebel." 

>  Belkuap*«  New  UampBhire,  i.  37» 
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putants,  and  gave  to  the  argument  a  material  instead  of  chap. 
an  abstract  significance.    The  people  who  listened  re-  ^^1^ 
ceived  the  subtile  theses  of  the  debaters  as  the  words  of  1  0  3  8. 
an  oracle,  while  fanaticism  readily  embraced  the  doctrine 
of  inward  revelation,  which  was  firet  cautiously  insinuated 
and  then  boldly  announced.    The  spread  of  dangerous 
heresies  was  stimulated  by  the  rigid  discipline  of  the 
Puritan  churches.    The  desire  for  uniformity  in  creed 
and  ceremonial  produced  a  stringency  of  regulation  that 
precluded,  even  in  non-essentials,  that  latitude  which  a 
sound  discretion  would  allow.    This  strictness,  however 
congenial  to  those  who  ordained  it,  was  ofi'ensive  to  subse- 
quent settlers,  whose  feelings  were  thus  enlisted,  from  the 
moment  of  their  arrival,  in  any  movement  that  promised 
relaxation.    Furthermore,  the  principles  of  the  lleforma- 
tion,  with  which  the  new-comers  were  strongly  imbued, 
but  wliich  had  lost  some  portion  of  their  hold  upon  the 
Puritan  mind,  when  the  possession  of  ]>owcr  had  diverted 
their  application,  favored  a  degree  of  liberality  and  toler- 
ance distasteful  to  the  rulers  of  Massachusetts.    The  right 
of  private  judgment  was  merged  in  the  authority  of  cor- 
porate decrees.    The  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith 
alone,  which  in  the  hands  of  Luther  and  Calvin,  had  , 
riiivered  the  gorgeous  ritual  of  Rome,  seemed,  to  the 
AntfnnTninnflj  to  be  lost  in  the  scnipulous  attention  paid 
to  formal  and  protracted  worship.    On  the  other  hand, 
"  Calvinism  nui  to  seed "  was  an  expression  used  by  the 
Legists  to  describe  the  position  of  their  opjwnents.  The 
■ntagonist  elements  of  human  character  were  here  de- 
veloped on  the  arena  of  religious  strife.    In  its  theologi- 
cal aspect,  the  Antiuomian  controversy  was  the  system  of 
Geneva,  logically  pursued,  in  conflict  with  the  practice  of  ^ 
Massachusetts — a  stniggle  for  freedom  of  thought  and  ac- 
tion against  the  spirit  of  fonnalism. 

Politically  considered,  it  presents  a  phenomenon  not 
unusual  in  the  history  of  the  world,  but  singular  enough  in 


^   '      by  Google 


68 


HiSTOUy  OF  THE  STATE  OF  KHODE  ISLAND. 


CHAP.  <'<»Tnnuiuty  m  entirely  controlled,  tliionp^h  moral  means, 
^_J^  by  tiie  clencal  profession.  It  was  a  demonstratiuii  by  the 
1688.  ma  Rses  against  spiritual  domination — a  protest  of  the  peo- 
ple in  opposition  to  the  cleigy.  The  colony  vas  still  a 
4  close  corpoiation  in  which  hut  a  small  numher  of  residents 
were  admitted  to  the  priyileges  of  freemen.  The  test 
net  '  was  now  working  its  kgitimate  effect  in  arousing 
u  spirit  of  huslility  to  existing  institutions,  ^vLicll  was 
BpeciHlly  directed  against  tliof^e  wlio  were  supposed  to  l>e 
its  authors  and  most  strenuous  advocates.  A  sense  of  in- 
justice was  preparing  the  minds  of  the  people  for  overt 
resistance  to  the  supremacy  of  the  clergy.  The  shrewd 
and  cautious  Cotton  maintained  their  cause  until  the  re- 
action, caused  hy  the  indiscretion  <^  Wheelwright,  was 
apparent,  and  the  political  leader  of  the  fection  was  dis- 
graced at  the  general  election.  ^VlR  ii  the  powerful  influ- 
ence of  A'aue  was  tlms  withdrawn,  Cutton  inado  iiood  his 
rcconciUation  with  hh  offended  colleagues,  and  still  ap- 
peared as  the  devoted  servant  of  the  people.  Up  to  tliis 
period  the  political  phase  of  the  controversy  was  as  dis- 
tinctly marked  as  its  theological  character. 

There  is  one  other  point,  somewhat  aMn  to  this, 
which  should  not  be  oveilooked,  as  it  helps  to  explain  the 
position  of  parties  in  tliis  obstinate  strife.  Viewed  in  its 
social  aspect,  tliis  was  a  contest  hetween  tlie  uew-euiiicrs 
^  and  the  old  settlers.  Nearly  three  thousand  passengers 
arrived  the  same  year  with  Heniy  Vane,  and  only  one 
himdred  and  forty-five  freemen  were  added  to  the  colony.* 
This  disparity,  together  with  what  has  before  been  writ- 
ten,  will  account  for  the  feeling  which  disturbed  even  the 
proprieties  of  social  life. 

From  these  various  causes  the  Antiiionn  m  party  weiv, 
at  one  time,  far  the  most  numerous  in  Bostun,  recriiitiair 
its  ranks  Iroin  the  most  accomplished  as  wcU  as  the  most 
liberal  of  her  citizens  ;  while  in  other  towns  it  was  rapidly 

>  Paaaed  May  18, 1681.  *  HolmM's  AnaalB,  229. 
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augmenting  its  forces,  and  preparing  to  imbue  the  ezclu*  cfBAP. 
give  spirit  of  the  Puritans  with  more  of  liberality  in  feel-  .^1^ 
ing  and  ]>ractice.  1688. 

Thus  much  for  the  causes  of  this  celebrated  di^ijute. 
Its  results  upon  the  Puritans  were  exhibited  in  a  gratiual 
relaxation  from  the  severity  of  their  political  system,  de- 
manded by  the  growing  jealoosy  of  the  people  at  the 
power  of  their  ministers  and  magistrates.  This  was  slow 
bat  certain  in  its  operation,  so  that  the  union  of  church  . 
and  state  became  mxu  h  lej^s  oppressive  in  the  next  gene-  ' 
ration.  Its  farther  results,  npon  the  victims  of  its  fury 
who  were  driven  to  establinh  their  principles  in  an  inde- 
pendent colony,  soon  afterwards  united  by  parliamentary 
patent  with  the  Providence  Plantations,  the  progress  of 
this  history  will  doTelop. 

By  OhirVs  narrative  it  appears  that  during  the  pre-  1637. 
ceding  autumn  many  of  the  Antinomians,  for  the  sake  of  ^ 
peace,  and  to  enjoy  freedom  of  conscience,  bad  determined 
to  remove.    The  siitiocatiug  lieat  of  the  i)ast  smnmer  in- 
duced them  to  seek  a  place  at  the  north,  but  the  severity 
of  the  ensuing  winter  compelled  them  in  the  spring  to 
move  farther  soutk    With  John  Clark  and  William  i^NS. 
Goddington  as  their  leaders,  the  exiles  designed  to  estab- 
liflih  themselves  on  Long  Island  or  near  Delaware  Bay, 
and  while  their  vessel  was  doubling  Cape  Cod  they  went 
bv  land  to  ProYi(h'iice.    Njirracranset  l^av,  which  peemed 
the  doftined  refuge  fur  onfi nsts  of  every  faith,  attracted  1 
the  wanderers  by  its  fertile  shores  and  genial  climate.  ' 
Boger  Williams  recommended  them  to  settle  at  Sowams, 
now  called  Phebe's  Neck,  in  Barrington,  on  the  main 
land,  or  on  the  island  of  Aquedneck,  now  Rhode  Island. 
He  accompanied  the  exploring  ]mrty,  consisting  of  Clark 
and  two  others,  to  riynioutb,  to  inquire  about  Sowams, 
wlieu  lindins:  that  this  was  claimed  to  be  witlilu  Plv- 
mouth  patent,  they  selected  the  largo  and  beautiful  island 
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of  Aquedneck.'    Upon  their  return  to  Providence  a  num- 
ber of  the  principal  people  formed  theniRelves  into  a  body 
1687-8.  politic  by  vohmtary  agreement,  as  tiie  uihabitantH  oi" 
7^     Providence  had  already  done,  and  chose  William  Oodding- 
ton  to  be  their  judge  or  chief-magiBtrate. 

Tbrough  the  powerfol  influence  of  Boger  Williams^ 
who  in  his  account  of  the  affair,  modestlj  diyides  the 
honor  with  Sir  Hemy  Vane,  negotiations  were  shortlj 
concluded  witli  Canouicus  and  Miantinonii  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  island.   As  soon  as  the  deed  was  obtained 


24. 


'  Thisi  iiamo  is  spelled  in  eevcrnl  wny>,  n  roramnn  thin^  with  rU  the  lo- 
dinn  ■namo-,  as  A4uetuct,  Aqniday.  Ai|uoti.(n  k,  Aquidiiock,  Acnufttinck,  &c., 
but  the  writer  preserver  the  orthography  used  lit  tite  original  iudian  doed  of 
liiA  idand.  Hs  alM^  to  ttrmd  eoafitdoti,  will  apply  to  the  iibnd  odki^  ili 
nlgSiial  nuM  dom  to  the  time  of  tliB  eeoood  ciherter,  1608,  wlieii  the  official 
designation  in  tiie  first  pitontt  1648,  of  **  The  inooiponitiota  of  fhe  Prarldence 
Flantetiftnii  in  Nnrraganaet  bay  in  New  England,"  gave  place  to  the  title 
which  has  ever  since  been  preserved  of  *'  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plan- 
tations," now  aWvrcriatfd  in  cominon  use  to  iho  name  Rhode  Island.  It  was 
not  till  1G44  that  the  colonists  clian£»pd  the  Indian  uame  to  "  Rhode  Islaivl," 
or  the  "  I»le  of  Rhodes."  Tlio  derivation  of  this  oaine  has  given  rise  to  much 
diieittiion.  Bj  what  etrange  Euuj  tide  idand  was  ever  supposed  to  neemhle 
that  of  Bhodest  on  tiie  ooast  of  Asia  Minor,  it  diffiedt  to  imi^^;iDe^  and  it  ie 
eqnaDj  etiange  tiiat  tiie  tradition  that  ilTwae  named  torn,  each  reiemhlaiioe 
shoidd  he  transmitted  or  be  believed,  unless,  Indeed,  licransc  it  is  easier  to 
edopt  n  (^copTTiplitcal  a!<Hurility  tlian  to  invc^tirrate  an  historical  point 

VerTiuano,  a  Florcutino  navigator  in  tlic  senicc  of  Francis  I.  of  Francf, 
ex)>loro(I  the  American  coast,  and  s-peiit  more  than  two  weeks  in  the  spring  of 
lo2i  in.  the  spacious  harbor  upon  which  Neu-port  now  tittuid?.    The  passage 

in  hia  narrative  tiiathae  been  cited  ae  authority  bjr  tiie  advooatea  of  tiiis  jtw- 
alent  mistake,  refers  to  Block  Idand,  which  witii  mneh  more  geographical  ao- 
enraoy  than  in  tiie  ease  of  Rhode  bland,  may  be  tboiight  to  resemble  the 

Ifcditorranean  island. 

Tlie  ctkhrutod  Dutch  navigator  Aflrinn  Block,  gave  Ids  own  name,  still 
preserved  witli  tlie  on;i— Ion  of  the  Christian  name,  to  that  island  which  Ver- 
razano  had  before  notioed  as  re«cmbling  tlie  I«le  of  Rhodes.  The  naine  in 
full  is  found  on  the  Dutch  charUi  of  that  dii^'.    ^Uterward,  hke  hia  Iluliau 

ptedeoesMr,  he  sailed  into  Kanaganset  Bay,  where  he  commemoiatBd  tiie 
fieiy  SMpeet  of  tiie  plaoe,  caused  by  fhe  red  day  in  some  portioas  of  ito 
shocas^  by  ^viog  it  the  name  of  Roodt  ESylaadt— die  Red  Island,  and  hj  aaiqr 

transposition,  Rhode  Island  ;  and  Vcrrazano's  cnsool  notice  of  the  neighboring 
island  has  been  inadreftonUy  transferred  to  this. 


Digitized  by  Google 


SEITUBMXIIT  or  AQUXDKXOK. 


ODtt 


71 


they  commenced  a  flottlement  called  Pocamet,  at  tbe  coye 

on  the  northeast  part  of  the  island,  in  the  town  of  Forts-  ^ 
mouth.    The  colony  increased  rapidly  during  tbe  sum- 
mer, so  that,  in  the  following  spring,  a  portion  of  their 
number  moved  to  the  southwest  part  of  the  island^  and 
began  tbe  aettlement  cf  Newport.  ^  ^  ^ 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

THE  ABOBIGIKES  OF  RHODE  ISLANI>— PEQUOT  WAIL 

CHAP.  traced  the  causes  which  led  to  the  set- 

tlement  of  PioTidence  and  Aquedneck.  Before  speak- 
ing of  the  later  settlements  within  what  is  now  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  let  lis  glance  at  the  condition  uf  tlic 
country  at  the  time  ^Yllen  AVni.  Blackstone  first  Ijroke 
the  stillness  of  the  primeval  forest  with  the  axe  of  the 
English  pioneer^  on  the  banks  of  the  stieam  that  now 
bears  his  name ;  when  Boger. Williams  with  his  little 
band  first  crossed  the  Seekonk^  to  found  a  8tate  upon 
principles  as  novel  to  his  own  race  as  to  the  swarthy 
Indians  with  whom  he  sought  a  home  ;  when  John  Clark 
and  his  brave  conipanions  peaceably  purchased  "the  Eden 
of  America"  from  its  al>  ii;^rinal  lords,  and  founded  a 
Christian  colony  in  the  midst  of  heathen  barbarism. 

A  fertile  soil  yielded  an  ample  return  for  the  simple 
agricultore  of  the  Indians.  Numerous  streams,  frequented 
by  the  trout  and  the  salmon,  dischaiged  themselves  into 
a  broad  and  beautiM  bay,  whose  fuU  extent  was  yet  un- 
known to  the  sails  of  commerce,  but  which  was  dotted 
with  emerald  islands,  and  on  its  shores  were  found  the  de- 
liciuus  .slielllhNk  that  furnished  the  lavorite  food  and  the 
only  money  to  tho  rude  natives.  Forests,  the  undisturbed 
growth  of  centuries,  overspread  the  land  and  sheltered 
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alike  the  bear,  the  panther,  the  wolf,  the  red  deer  and  chap. 
the  fox,  with  their  natural  master  the  aboriginal  Man.  .2!^ 
Dense  swamps  furnished  a  lurking-place  for  the  serpent,  1038. 
and  a  safe  retreat  for  the  feeble  in  time  of  war.  Hills 
and  rocks,  sloping  valleys,  and  verdant  plains  diversified 
the  scene,  spread  out  with  all  the  wildness  of  nature,  and 
over  all  the  Indian  roamed,  unmindful,  as  yet,  of  that 
other  race  which  was  so  soon  to  supplant  his  own. 

The  principal  tribes  of  southern  New  England  were 
the  Massachusetts  on  the  east,  the  Pokanokets  inhabiting 
the  Plymouth  region,  and  including  among  their  subordi- 
nate tribes  the  Wampanoags,  who  dwelt  around  Mount 
Hope  Bay  ;  the  Narragansets,  who  inliabited  nearly  aU  of 
the  present  State  of  Rhode  Lsland,  including  the  islands 
in  the  bay,  Block  Island,  and  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  ; 
and  the  Pequots,  who  with  the  Mohegans,  with  whom 
they  soon  became  blended,  occupied  the  whole  of  Con- 
necticut. Westward  of  these  in  New  York  were  the  sav- 
age tribes  of  Mohawks,  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  who  were 
accused  of  being  cannibals,  and  were  eveiy  where  dreaded 
for  their  cruelty.  The  great  tribes  were  ruled  by  one  or 
more  chiefs  or  sachems,  and  were  divided  into  many  sub- 
ordinate tribes,  each  with  its  own  petty  sachem  or  saga- 
more. The  Narragansets  were  at  one  time  the  most 
numerous  and  powerful  of  all  the  New  England  tribes. 
Shortly  before  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  a  })estilcnce, 
by  some  supposed  to  have  been  the  small-pox,  and  by 
others  the  ycUow  fever,  had  swept  over  the  seaboard  of  ^  ^ 
New  England  and  nearly  depopulated  some  of  the  tribes.'  1613. 
Prior  to  this  the  Narragtmsets  had  extended  their  con- 
quests over  all  the  eastern  tribes,  and  at  that  time  their 
domiiuou  spread  from  the  Pawcatuck  River  to  the  Merri- 
mack. The  Massachusetts  and  the  Pokanokets  paid 
them  tribute,  as  did  the  Montauk  Indians  of  Long  Island. 
Wonumetonomy,  Sachem  of  Aquedneck,  confessed  the 


'  Gookiu's  Indiana  of  N.  England,  chap.  2. 
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CHAP.  iOTeieignty  of  the  Nonagaiiaets.   The  lifiantiofl  aioimd 
Fawcatnclc  Biver,  whose  lachem  was  Ninnigret,  a  por- 
1618.  Hon  of  the  wandering  Nipmncks  to  the  north  and  west, 

and  the  tribes  of  Piimham  and  Soconoco,  inhabiting  what 
is  now  Kent  County,  were  all  subsidiary  to  and  formed 
a  portion  of  tiie  great  Karraganset  tribe,  whose  chief 
sachems  were  the  sage  and  peaceful  Canonicus  and  his 
high-souled  nephew  Miantinomi   How  long  the  empire 
of  the  KanagaiisetB  had  been  established  over  the  odier 
sabject  tribes  is  unknown.   At  the  time  of  the  aniTsl  of 
the  English  it  had  reached  its  cnlniinating  point.  That 
they  were  a  proud  and  manial  race  is  proved  by  the  ex- 
tent of  their  conquests.    These  sa\  ;ige  virtues  in 
which  at  one  time  certainly  the  Narragansets  held  pre- 
eminence.   The  empire  which  the  valor  of  his  predeces- 
sors had  acquired,  was  preserved  by  the  wisdom  of  Canon- 
icus^ imtil  the  English  emigration  gave  opportonity  to 
the  Pokanokets  gradually  to  withdraw  their  allegiance, 
and  seek  the  dangerous  friendship  of  the  colonists.  The 
policy  of  Canonicus  was  peace,  and  was  pursued  so  far  as 
the  warlike  spirit  (^f  his  neiglibors  would  perniit.  Under 
it  the  Narragansets  became  the  most  commercial  and 
civilized  of  any  of  the  natives,  and  on  this  account  tjiej 
were  taunted  by  the  hostile  Pequots.   At  one  time  the 
Nanagansets  could  bring  over  five  thousand  warriors  into 
the  field/  and  one  would  meet  a  dozen  of  their  towns  in 
the  course  of  twenty  miles  travel."  Their  weapons  were  tJie 
bow  and  arrow  and  club.    It  was  not  till  intercourse  with 
Europeaus  had  made  them  acquainted  with  the  use  of 
metals  that  hatchets  were  used,  which  being  placed  on 
the  end  of  their  clubs  £}nned  the  dreaded  tomahawk  that 
has  nnoe  become  the  adopted  emblem  of  Indian  warfSetrei 
1622  '^^^             ^  English  landed  at  Fl}miouth  the  liar- 
lagansets  sent  to  them,  by  way  of  challenge,  a  bundle 

*  Gookin*^  Indians  of  New  England,  chap.  S. 
'  JKej  to  the  JodiaB  kuignttge,  diap.  1. 
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of  arrows  tied  with  a  snake  skin.^   The  tomahawk  was  chap. 

TIT 

later  date,  and  the  horrihle  custom  among  the  Indians  .^..^ 

of  scalpin<:]^  their  prisoners  wiis  tiiuglit  tliein  by  the  French,  1  ^22. 
before  wlii  U  time  the  heads  of  their  victims  were  taken 
as  trophies.^ 

The  natives  are  described,  by  one  who  knew  them  well^ 
as  being  of  two  sorts.  The  better  class  were  sober  and 
grarej  yet  cheerflil^  and  as  ready  to  begin  as  to  retnm  a 
salute  upon  meeting  the  English,  while  the  lower  class,  of 
whom  the  more  obscure  had  no  names,  were  more  rude 
and  clownish  and  rarely  saluted  first,  "  but  uj)on  salutation 
re-Bnlute  lovingly." '  Their  naxlu  ui"  doin^  oheisance  to 
an  offended  sachem  was  by  stroking  him  upon  both  his 
shoulders,  and  using  a  word  which  signified  I  pray  your 
&Tor.'"  Hospitality  and  a  grateful  remembrance  of 
kindness,  proportionate  to  their  vindictiTe  resentment  for 
injuries  received,  were  marked  traits  of  Indian  character. 
They  freely  shared  their  scanty  meals  with  the  passing 
stranger,  and  extended  to  him  the  protection  of  their 
wigwams,  uf leii,  with  a  delicacy  that  finds  no  parallel  in 
civilized  hie,  sleeping  out  of  doors  themselves  to  allay  the 
fears  or  promote  the  comfort  of  their  temporary  guests. 
Their  domestic  feelings  were  yery  strong.  8o  dearly  did 
they  hold  the  tie  of  brotherhood  that  it  was  usual  for  the 
survivor  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  deceased  brother,  and  the 
brother  of  an  escaped  liiurderer  was  executed  in  liis  f^tead 
as  full  atonement  for  the  crime.  Their  fondness  for  their 
children  was  carried  to  au  excess  that  made  them  unruly 
and  disobedient.  Orphans  were  always  provided  for,  and 
beggary  was  unknown  among  them.  Mar ria ge  was  publicly, 
solemidzed  by  consent  of  the  parents.  Fornication  was 
not  considered  criminal  in  single  persons,  but  adtdteiy  was 
severely  condemned.   The  injured  party  might  chum  a 

'  WbMknr,  In  FAtct,  p.  SOO. 

*  NIW  BkL  of  French  tnd  Indian  Wan,  p.  174  in  3  U.  H.  C.  v.  6.  TIm 
Ffoodi  kuMd  it  ftom  tiie  Hana.  *  Kcgr  to  tho  Isdiin  lugna^  dui|k  L 
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CHAP,  divorce^  and  if  the  woman  was  false,  the  husband,  in 
presence  of  witnesses,  might  beat  the  offender  without 
resistance  on  his  part,  and  if  death  resulted  from  the 
punishment  it  was  not  revenged.   Polygamy  was  toler-' 

ated,  but  among  the  Narragansets  monogamy  prevailed. 
Dower  was  givcu  by  the  hiisliaiid  to  the  parents  of  the 
maid,  or  if  he  were  i)oor  his  frituds  contributed  for  bim. 
Divorce  was  permitted,  as  among  the  Jews,  tor  other 
causes  than  adultery.  The  Indians  were  very  prolific,  and 
as  usual  among  savage  nations  where  the  women  till  the 
ground  and  perfoim  the  severest  manual  labor,  the  pains 
of  childbirth  were  very  light.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
in  iiifuiicy  was  larger  than  among  the  English,  from  the 
want  of  proper  treatment  and  ignorance  of  medieine.  In 
sickness  they  used  such  siiaple  remedies  as  experience 
had  taught  them,  and  which  their  Powwaws,  or  priests, 
or  medicine  men,  dispensed,  accompanied  with  hideous 
singing  and  howling,  in  which  the  rest  of  the  people 
joined,  until  the  patient  either  recoveied  or  expired.  The 
Powwaws  extorted  large  sums  for  these  ser^ces,  often  to 
tlic  ruin  uf  their  ] patients.  The  principal  treatment  in 
use  amnng  thcni  was  the  jswcat  hath,  whieh  was  taken  in 
this  manner.  A  small  cave  made  in  the  side  of  a  hill  near 
some  brook,  was  heated  with  wood  placed  over  a  heap 
of  stones  in  the  middle ;  when  the  fire  was  removed  the 
stones  still  retained  great  heat.  Small  parties  of  Indians 
then  stripped  themselves  and  entered  the  cave,  sitting 
nround  the  hot  stones  for  an  hour  or  more,  smoking  and  talk- 
ing, while  a  profuse  perspiration  o]>ened  every  ]>ore,  cleans- 
ing the  skin  and  often  removing  the  .sourees  of  disease. 
Emerging  from  tlio  cave  in  this  condition  they  would 
plunge  into  the  brook,  whether  in  summer  or  winter,  and 
receive  no  harm  from  this  sudden  and  violent  transition.' 
When  one  was  taken  ill  the  women  of  the  fiimily  black- 

'  Among  the  Tartar  trills  of  Siberia  and  iu  LapUnd  the  MUM  MVon 
tareatment  is  in  common  use,  porticolorljr  foi  feven. 
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ened  tlicir  laces  with  soot,  and  when  death  ensued  all  the  chap. 
men  of  the  neighborhood  adopted  the  same  peculiar  style  .Jl^ 
of  moiinmigy  Bmearing  theii  &ce8  thick  wilii  soot,  which  1 022. 
waa  continued  for  flevemL  weeks,  or  if  the  deceased  was  a 
distinguished  person,  for  a  whole  year.  Their  visits  of 
condolence  were  not  less  remarkable  than  the  mode  and 
length  of  their  lamentations.  Tliey  were  frequently 
made,  iuv\  wtjre  always  accompanied  by  pattiii*^^  the  clicek 
and  liead  of  the  atiiicted  parties,  and  bidding  them  be 
of  good  cheer/'  Their  burial  service  was  still  more  singu- 
lar. The  corpse  was  wrapt  in  mats  or  coats,  answering 
to  our  winding  sheets.  This  was  a  sacred  duty  not  to  be 
performed  by  a  common  person,  but  devolving  upon  some 
one  who  was  held  in  high  esteem.  The  body  was  then 
laid  beside  the  grave  and  all  sat  down  to  he  wail  their  loss 
for  some  time.  The  corpse  was  then  jdaced  in  the  ^^rave,  Oct. 
and  sometimes  some  of  the  personal  effects  of  the  de- 
ceased were  buried  with  him.  A  second  lamentation  was 
then  held  over  the  grave,  and  upon  it  was  spread  the  mat 
upon  which  the  person  had  died  and  the  dish  from  which 
he  ate.  Oflen  too  his  coat  of  skin  was  hung  upon  a  tree 
nearest  the  grave,  and  there  left  to  decay,  as  a  sacred 
thing  which  it  would  be  sacrilege  to  touch.  In  the  case 
of  the  death  of  a  prince  the  ceienionies  were  yet  more 
striking.  Canonicus,  after  the  burial  of  his  son,  burned 
hia  own  residence  with  all  its  contents,  of  great  value,  in 
solemn  remembrance  of  the  dead,  and  as  a  kind  of 
humble  expiation  to  the  gods  who  had  thus  bereaved 
him.  The  Indians  careftilly  avoided  mentioning  the 
name  of  a  deceased  person,  but  employed  some  circumlo- 
cution Nvlien  relerrlng  to  the  dead.  If  a  stranirer  acci- 
dentally sj.okt!  the  name  of  such  he  was  checked,  and 
whoever  wilfully  named  him  was  fined.  If  any  man  bore 
the  name  of  the  dead  he  immediately  changed  his  name, 
and  so  &r  was  this  idea  carried,  that  between  different 
tribes  the  naming  of  their  departed  Sachems  was  held  as 
a  just  cause  of  war. 
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CHAP.  In  religion  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  Indians 
were  Folytheiste  or  Fantheiste^   They  imagbied  a  Gtod  m 

16S9«  evecyloc^ty  and  connected  with  eyeiy  phenomeiioii  of 
natnie.   Boger  Williams  obtained  the  names  of  thuty* 

seven  of  their  deities,  to  all  of  which  they  prayed  in  their 
solemn  worship.  Their  p^rcat  God  Cowtant(nvit  lived  in 
tliu  i5>uuthwest,  the  re«fiuu  ui  balmy  air's.  From  him  came 
their  grata  and  fruits,  and  to  his  home  sped  the  souls  di 
their  virtuous  dead  to  enjoy  an  eternity  of  sensual  bliss^ 
while  the  spirits  of  the  wicked  wandered  without  rest. 
Here  we  find  the  doctxine  of  the  Immortality  of  the  Sool 
entertamed  by  a  barbarous  race  who  affirmed  that  they  re- 
ceived it  from  their  ancesturs,  and  whose  connection  with 
civilized  nations  had  not  then  been  sufficient  to  account 
for  its  existence  in  that  way.  They  were  ignorant  of 
Kcvelation,  yet  here  waa  Plato's  great  problem  solved  in 
the  American  wilderness^  and  believed  by  all  the  aborigi- 
nes of  the  West. 

What  connection  snbsisted  between  Oowtantowit  and 
their  many  other  Gods  does  not  appear.  It  is  probable 
that  their  religious  system  was  too  vague  and  nndelined 
to  admit,  even  in  their  own  minds,  of  any  tLxed  relation- 
ship among  their  deities.  But  Cowtantowit  eertaiuly  held 
the  place  of  a  Supreme  Being,  clothed  with  all  the  attri- 
butes of  Deity,  while  the  existence  and  nature  of  their 
many  other  Gods  aigues  a  species  of  pantheism  which 
mmds  so  dear  and  thoughtful^  unaided  by  higher  knowl- 
edge, yet  capable  of  eTolving  the  idea  of  the  soul's  im- 
mortality, might  readily  ad()i)t.  They  acknowledged  the 
power  and  agency  of  their  Deity  in  all  things  whether 
good  or  ill.  If  a  child  died  their  God  was  angrj^  and 
was  entreated  to  withhold  his  cha^^fening  hand  from  the 
surviving  offspring.  If  an  accident  occurred,  the  wrath 
of  God  occasioned  it ;  and  so  in  case  of  good  fortune  they 
returned  thanhs  to  God  for  the  blessing.  In  the  time  of 
disaster,  and  after  a  plentiful  harvest  or  successful  hunt. 
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or  on  the  occasion  of  peace  or  war,  they  held  a  great  feast  chap. 
or  dance.  The  Powwaws  commenced  \vit!i  an  invocation 
to  the  Qods,  in  which  the  people  joined  with  violent  dan-  16  22 
dng  and  shouting.  Always  once  a  year,  in  the  winter, 
they  hdd  a  great  public  &saA,  or  thanksgiving,  to  Cow- 
tantofwit,  for  the  fmits  of  the  harvest.  Private  feasts 
Tiix)n  particular  occasions  were  frecpicnt,  wlierc  hesides 
feasting  tlie  -vvhule  company,  a  groat  amount  of  money 
and  goods  was  distributed  among  the  guests,  a  small  sum 
to  each  one,  who  as  soon  as  he  received  the  gift  went  out 
and  ahouted  three  times  for  the  health  and  happiness  of 
the  donor. 

The  Indians  were  Ibnd  of  sports  and  addicted  to  gam- 
bling, using  a  kind  of  dice  made  of  plum  stones.  Pub- 
lic games  were  often  held  in  houses  from  one  to  two  hun- 
dred feet  I'MJu",  erected  for  the  purpose,  wliere  many  tliou- 
sands  would  meet  to  dance.  Towns  would  often  meet  to 
phiy  against  other  towns  with  dice,  on  which  occasions 
an  arbor  or  play-house  was  built  of  long  poles  sixteen  or 
twenty  feet  hi|^  from  which  laige  amounts  of  then*  mo- 
ney, staked  on  the  game,  were  suspended,  and  two  men 
were  chosen  out  of  the  rest,  in  course,  to  play  amid  the 
shouting  of  their  ahettorb.  Individuals  would  often  stake 
every  thing,  their  money,  houses,  clotlies,  and  even  tliem- 
eelves,  like  the  ancient  Germans^  described  by  Tacitus,  in 
this  absorbing  vice.  Football  was  a  &vorite  summer  di- 
version, when  they  would  meet,  town  against  town,  to 
contend  on  some  smooth  plain  or  sandy  shore,  and  stake 
laige  sums  on  the  result. 

Hunting,  fowling  and  fishing  were  the  chief  occupa- 
tioa.s  of  the  men,  in  which  they  often  displayed  great 
^kill  and  p</»VciS  0  f  endurance.  They  often  met  in  lar^ 
parties  to  drive  the  woods  f  tr  deer.  In  the  autumn  they 
took  them  in  traps,  of  which  they  had  many  kinds.  In 
fowling  they  were  expert,  being  excellent  marksmen  with 
the  bow  or  gun,  and  skilled  in  laying  snares  for  tJm  ducks. 
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CHAP.  geoRP,  turkeys  and  uihcr  fowl  that  alxjimrled  on  the  poa 
^^^.^  and  shore.  Cormomnts  which,  fre^ueuted  the  rocks  orf 
162  2.  the  coast  they  would  take  ia  great  quantities  at  night 
ivhfle  these  birds  irere  asleep.  Blackbirds  caused  the 
Indians  great  annoyance  by  their  oonntless  numbers.  For 
protection  against  them  the  seed  'was  pLmted  quite  deep, 
lodges  were  built  in  the  middle  of  the  cornfields,  where 
they  staid  at  B2)iv)utinpc  time  to  frighten  away  the  birds, 
and  hawks  wore  tamed  and  kept  about  their  houses 
as  a  still  greater  security  from  the  depredation  of  the 
smaller  birds.  Crows,  although  doing  some  harm,  were 
held  in  Teneration  by  the  Indians,  and  were  larely  killed. 
They  had  a  tradition  that  a  crow  first  brotight  to  them 
a  grain  of  com  in  one  ear,  and  a  bean  in  the  other,  ftom 
the  tields  of  their  ;j;rejit  God  Cowtantowit  in  the  south- 
west, and  from  tliat  seed  came  all  their  com  and  beans. 
They  were  very  fond  of  lishing,  and  woidd  endure  much 
hardship  in  its  pursuit.  They  chiefly  used  nets  made  of 
hemp,  setting  weirs  across  the  rivers  and  killing  the  baas 
with  their  arrows  as  they  became  entangled  in  the  meshes. 
The  head  of  the  bass  was  considered  a  great  luxnry. 
The  sturgeon  they  caught  with  a  kind  of  harpoon  of  their 
own  invention,  going  out  in  their  canoes  to  attack  it,  and 
80  hiulily  Avas  itn  llosh  esteemed  by  them  that  they  would 
rarely  sell  it  to  the  English. 

Their  canoes  were  made  from  the  trunk  of  the  pine, 
oak,  or  chestnut  tree,  burnt  out  and  hewn  into  sliape. 
Ten  or  twelve  days  were  required  to  complete  one.  They 
were  of  all  sizes,  carrying  from  two  to  forty  men,  and  were 
worked  with  paddles,  or  when  the  wind  was  fair  a  blanket 
raised  upon  a  pole  was  used  as  a  sail.  In  these  canoes 
they  wonlfl  push  boldly  out  on  the  open  sea,  sometimes 
in  fleets  of  thirty  or  forty,  and  if  they  met  an  enemy  a 
regular  sea  fight  would  ensue.  They  were  such  expert 
swimmers  that  if  overset  two  or  three  miles  from  land 
they  wovld  reach  the  shore  unharmed. 
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The  J^amgaiuets  weie  skilled  in  the  mannfiictuie  of  chap. 
faroceletB,  stone  pipes  and  earthea  vesselsy  and  were  the 
principal  coineis  of  wampumpeage,  the  established  cur-  16 38. 

rency  of  the  country,  and  which  continued  to  be  ho  long 
after  the  European  settlement.  This  was  of  two  sorts, 
the  wliite  called  wampum,  nuule  from  ihe  stem  or  stock 
of  the  periwinkle  shell,  and  valued  at  six  for  an  English 
penny,  and  the  black,  made  from  the  shell  of  the  qni^awg 
or  round  clani^^  and  of  twice  the  valae  of  the  white^  or 
three  for  a  penny.  The  dark  part  or  eye  of  this  shell  was 
ground  to  a  smooth  round  snrfiice,  polished  and  drilled, 
ready  to  be  strung,*  and  thus  worn  as  a  necklace  or  brace- 
let, or  sewed  to  bits  uf  cloth  and  used  as  a  girdle,  or  car- 
ried as  a  scarf  about  the  shoulders.  The  name  wampum 
or  poage  was  applied  to  both  sorts.  The  regalia  of  their 
Princes  was  made  of  these  beads,  with  the  different  colors 
handsomely  blended  and  curiously  wrought  in  figures. 
The  people  lining  on  the  seashore  generally  made  peage, 
and  no  license  from  the  Bachem  was  required  to  do  so. 
A  string  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  white  beads  made  a 
fothom,  and  its  ordinary  value  was  five  shilliugs  sterling. 
A  fathom  of  blnck  ^vas  worth  two  of  wliite.  Before  the 
extent  of  the  l\ir  trade  had  reduced  the  value  of  beaver 
in  England  the  f^ithom  of  wampum  was  worth  ten  shil- 
lings, and  the  Indians  could  not  understand  why  their 
money,  in  consequence,  would  bring  only  half  as  much  as 
fi>rmerly«  This  currency  was  used  by  the  Indians  for  six 
hundred  miles  in  the  interior,  in  trading  amon{r  them- 
selves, and  also  with  the  EiiLdish,  French  and  Dutch, 
wlio  made  it  le^^al  tender.  This  monev  was  often  conn- 
terfeited,  but  the  Indians  were  quick  to  detect  the  real 
^  value,  requiring  an  allowance  for  defective  pieces  and  re- 
jecting the  spurious  article.  Their  trade  consisted  chiefly 
in  furs,  provisions  and  their  rude  manufactures,  wherein 
the  princijde  of  division  of  labor  was  well  understood, 

*  Yant  M ercfttoflit.  Liimein.  *  Morton'^  Memorial,  Ap.  8SS. 

VOt.  I — 6 
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CUAP.  some  makin?]^  only  bows,  some  arrows,  some  dishes,  wliile 
Bome  hunted  ami  others  fished,  and  those  on  the  seashore 

102  2.  niiuie  wumpum,  collecting  the  shells  in  suumier  to  coin 
them  in  winter.  They  were  shrewd  at  a  bargain  and 
would  tiy  all  markets,  taking  their  wares  forty  or  fifty 
miles  or  mote  to  seoure  a  good  price,  and  being  ever  sua- 
picioiis  of  attempts  to  deoeive  them  it  required  great  pru- 
dence and  integrity  in  dealing  with  them.  They  eagerly 
sought  European  trinkets,  mirrors,  knives,  tools  and  fire- 
arms. The  latter  it  was  forbidden  liy  hiw  to  sell  to  them, 
but  through  the  French  and  Dutch,  and  from  unprinci- 
pled Knglish  they  obtained  them.^  The  habit  of  beg- 
ging, which  in  their  primitive  state  was  unknown  among 
them,  they  aoon  contracted  aflter  the  English  came,  and 
were  very  trottblesome  in  that  way.  True  to  the  maxim 
that  "  flatterers  always  want  something,"  they  would  pre- 
face tlieir  ]jelition  with  some  adulation  of  the  wealth,  the 
wi.-dnui,  or  the  valor  of  the  English.  They  were  loud  ul 
running  in  debt,  and  tliose  who  trusted  them  usually  lost 
both  their  goods  and  their  customer.  These  habits,  to- 
gether with  drunkenness  and  gluttony,  to  none  of  which 
were  tbey  previously  addicted,  were  acquired  by  contact 
with  Europeans.  Still  there  were  many  fhir  and  honora- 
ble traders  among  them  who  scorned  alike  to  beg  or  to 
deceive. 

Among  their  primitive  virtues  jmnctuality  was  promi- 
nent. The  exactness  with  which  they  kept  a  promise  in- 
volving attention  to  time  was  remarkable,  and  they  were 
slow  to  receive  excuses  firom  any  who  fiuled  in  this  re- 
spect. They  measured  time  accurately  by  the  sun  by 
day  and  by  the  moon  or  stais  by  night,  and  divided  their 
year  into  thirteen  lunar  months.  They  had  an  mtuitive 
sense  of  justice,  were  prompt  to  award  it,  aii  I  (juiek  to 
retaliate  where  it  was  withheld.  Tf  a  rohherv  oceuired 
between  different  tribes  the  ofiendod  party  demanded  jua« 
*  Tbia  wu  om  «f     chief  eomplainti  agidoat  Uorton  of  Ml  WoOwloiu 
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tice,  and  if  recompense  were  refused  resort  to  reprisals  chap. 
WBS  had^  yet  care  was  taken  not  to  seize  more  than  a  just 
compensation  for  the  loss  snstained.  A  strict  regard  to  lOSd. 
pabHc  opinion  controlled  the  action  of  their  sachems, 

whose  authority,  although  hereditary  and  absolute,  was 
rarely  exerted,  in  important  afluirs,  in  opposition  to  tlio 
popuhir  ^vill.  Punisiimeuts,  whether  capital  or  only 
corporal,  were  usually  inflicted  by  the  sachem,  although 
sometimes,  when  a  public  execution  might  endanger  the 
peace  of  the  tribe,  the  sachem  would  send  one  of  his 
chief  warriors  secretly  to  behead  an  obnoxious  person. 

Their  love  of  news  amounted  to  a  passion.  Their 
civilized  foiccessors  do  not  peruse  the  teeuiiug  columns  of 
the  daily  press  with  more  avidity  than  the  red  man  wel- 
comed to  the  council  fire  or  the  wigwam  the  bearer  of 
some  novel  intelligence.  Upon  these  occasions  they 
would  all  sit  round  in  a  circle,  two  or  three  deep,  each 
man  with  his  pipe,  while  amid  profound  silence  the  news 
was  told,  or  a  consnltation  was  held,  the  orator  speaking 
for  an  hour  or  more  with  earnest  language  and  impas* 
sioned  gesture.  Eloquence  was  a  native  gift  with  these 
rude  sons  of  tlic  forest,  and  exerted  as  powerful  an  influ- 
ence upon  their  deli])erations  as  ever  it  did  on  the  Gre- 
cian stage,  or  in  the  Boman  forum.  Their  mode  of  col- 
lecting an  audience,  especially  when  the  news  was  of 
great  importance,  such  as  a  declaration  of  war,  was  to 
send  swift  messengers  to  rouse  the  country,  and  at  every 
town  to  which  the  runner  came  a  fresh  messenger  was 
sent  to  the  next  town,  until  tlie  liwt,  coming  near  the 
royal  resi«lence,  shouted  often,  every  man  who  heard  it 
taking  u]*  the  sliout,  and  all  as^fmhleil  quickly  at  tlic 
council  place.  The  speed  of  these  runners  was  extraor- 
dinary, owing  to  constant  training  at  races,  and  having 
Hielr  limbs  anointed  ^m  infancy.  They  have  been 
known  to  run  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  miles  in  a  sum- 
mer day,  and  back  again  in  two  days.   The  &nn  labor 
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cnAP.  And  domestic  drudgery  waa  performed  eutiiely  by  the  wo> 
J^^r  men,  except  on  the  breaking  up  of  new  gronnd,  when  the 
1622.  whole  neighborhood^  men  and  women,  wonUL  unite  in  the 
talk.   The  women  pknted,  tilled  and  harvested  the  ciopB 

with  little  or  no  aid  from  the  men,  dried  the  corn,  beat  it 
and  ])ro]>nn  il  it  for  food.  They  made  all  the  domestic 
utensils  of  earthenware,  and  would  carry  incredible  bur- 
dens of  provisions,  mats,  and  a  child  besides,  on  their 
backs.  The  tobacco  plant  alone  was  cultivated  hy  the 
men.  This  they  used  for  the  toothache,  to  which  they 
were  very  subject,  and  as  a  stimulant,  pridng  it  as  highly 
as  do  their  civilized  successors. 

Their  staple  article  of  food  was  iudiiiii  corn  pounded 
to  meal  and  parched,  which  they  mixed  with  a  little  wa- 
ter. A  spoonful  of  this  preparation,  with  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  water,  would  suffice  for  a  meal  A  small  basket 
of  it  would  support  a  man  ht  many  days.  It  was  easily 
taken  on  loi^  jonmeys,  slung  to  the  back  or  carried  in  a 
leathern  girdle  about  the  loins.  Of  the  unparched  meal 
they  made  a  pottage  called  "  na.s>aump,"  whence  the  i^iu- 
glish  name  samp,"  the  Kaiue  which  in  New  Enp:land  is 
now  called  hasty  pudding  or  mush.  Chestnuts  tiiey  dried 
and  preserved  the  year  round  as  a  luxury.  Acorns  also 
were  used  when  there  was  a  scarcity  of  com,  or  &r  a  va- 
riety. They  extracted  the  oil  firom  walnuts  and  used  it 
in  cocking  and  also  fbr  anointing  their  persons.  Straw- 
berries were  very  abundant,  and  during  the  season  they 
lived  almost  wholly  iii)on  a  delicious  bread  made  by  bruis- 
ing them  in  a  mortar  and  mixini:^  them  with  meal. 
Whortleberries  and  currants  were  dried  and  kept  the 
year  round  ;  beaten  to  powder  and  mixed  vdih  their 
parched  meal  they  made  a  favorite  kind  of  cake.  Sam- 
mer  or  bush  squashes,  of  which  the  Indian  name  was 
askuta-sqnash,  and  beans,  which  next  to  com  was  their 
principal  depcudence,  Avere  much  used.  The  sea  and  the 
forest  supplied  them  with  an  abuudauce  of  animal  food. 
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Tlieir  Tenkon  and  otker  meats  weie  diied  in  the  son  and  chap. 
smoked  for  winter  use,  as  were  some  varieties  of  fisL 

But  of  all  their  diiTerent  sorts  of  food  none  were  more  162S. 
hifjhlj  esteemed  than  clams.  In  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
at  l(jw  tide,  the  women  dug  for  them  on  the  sea-siiore. 
The  naturaL  juices  of  this  shellfish  served  them  in  phice 
of  salt  as  a  seasoning  for  their  broth,  their  nassniimp  and 
iheir  bread,  wbile  the  tenderness  and  delicacy  of  the  flesh 
hare  preserved  its  popularity  to  this  day,  amid  all  the 
eolinary  derioes  of  an  advanced  cirilizatton.  Whales, 
sometimes  sixty  feet  in  length,  were  often  cast  up  on  the 
shores,  and  being  cut  in  pieces  were  sent  far  and  near  as 
a  mo.«t  palatable  present. 

Their  wigwams  were  made  with  long  })oleB;  usually 
set  in  a  circle  and  drawn  nearly  together  at  the  upper 
end,  leaving  a  hole  at  the  top  to  serve  the  double  j^or- 
poae  of  a  wmdow  and  chimney.  This  part  was  the  work 
of  the  men.  The  covering  and  lining  was  done  by  the 
women.  The  summer  houses  were  covered  with  birch  or 
chestnut  bark  finely  dresseil  :  the  winter  ones  with  thick 
mats  woven  by  the  women.  Tlie  interior  was  lined  with 
mats  £EUicifully  embroidered.  A  house  of  sixteen  feet 
diameter  would  accommodate  two  families.  Some  of  the 
houses  were  oblong,  and  were  designated  by  the  number 
of  fires  that  could  be  made  in  them.  The  entrance  was 
dosed  by  a  hanging  mat,  although  sometimes  a  door  was 
made  of  bark.  They  rarely  fastened  their  wigwams,  ex- 
cept ^VJ1  11  al)out  to  leave  the  towTi,  iu  which  case  the  last 
one  secured  it  on  the  int^ide  by  a  cord  and  got  out  at  the 
^umney.  It  was  a  universal  custom,  which  all  the  In- 
dians strictly  observed,  to  liave  small  detached  houses 
where  the  women  dwelt  secluded  during  the  term  of  their 
monthly  sickness,  and  jl%  male  ever  entered  these  wi^ 
warns.'    Their  household  fomiture  consisted  of  latg^ 

'  It  is  rery  remarkable  that,  of  all  otlu  r  nations  of  vbom  1W  !»»▼•  My 
kaowle^gtt,  tbe  J«ini  tkoA  hdd  to  tliia  singular  cmtom. 
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CHAP.  Hemp  sacks,  baskets,  mats  and  eartbfiiiware,  the  piodaotB 
of  female  iadnstay.   They  often  lemoyed  their  hocuiefly  in 

162S.  sanuner  and  irinter,  and  fat  conTOnience  in  hunting,  or 
for  their  agriddtnial  lahois,  and  al?rayB  when  a  death  oc- 
oorred  among  them.  The  mats  were  easily  transported, 
so  that  setting  new  poles  was  the  only  labor  attcndinsr  a 
removal,  and  a  few  hours  nuiiiced  to  accom[»li8h  the  whole. 
Of  their  houses  erected  fox  public  purjioscfi  we  have  al» 
readj  written.  They  were  laiger  and  often  more  loosely 
oonstnicted  than  their  wigwams.  The  great  council 
honse  of  the  Naxragaaiaeto  was  fifty  ftet  in  diameter. 

In  personal  appearance  the  Indians  were  Teryereot^ 
with  firm,  compact  bodies,  high  cheek  lx)ncs,  hazel  eyes, 
straight  black  hair  and  light  copper-colored  complexion. 
They  painted  their  faces,  chiefly  with  a  red  pigment 
prepared  firom  clay  or  the  bark  of  the  pine  tree,  the 
women  for  ornament,  and  the  men,  in  war,  to  appear 
more  terrible  to  their  enemies.  During  Hie  period  of 
mourning,  as  hefore  related,  they  besmeared  their  feces 
with  soot  or  lampblack,  and  refrained  fiom  painting  for 
decoration. 

The  Indian  lanj^fiiages  were  remarkably  rich  and  co- 
pious, regular  in  their  iufiections,  and  susceptible  of  com- 
binations beyond  almost  any  other  known  tongue.  The 
native  languages  of  North  America  have  been  reduced  to 
four  classes :  1,  the  EanHt,  of  the  Esquimaux ;  2,  the 
Delaware,  of  the  East ;  3,  the  Iroquoi  ,  of  the  West,  and 
4,  the  Floridian,  of  the  Gulf  re^^ions.  They  were  divided 
into  numerous  dialects,  of  w  liich  those  of  New  England 
were  considered  as  varieties  of  the  Delaware.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  NamigaiisetB,  to  which  lioger  WiUiaius' 
Key  is  devoted,  was  spoken,  with  more  or  less  of  idiomatic 
variation,  over  a  region  of  country  extending  north  and 
south  from  Bhode  Island  about  six  hundred  miles. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  the  aborigines  of  Bhode 
Isluud  when  a  new  and  discordant  element  was  engrafted 
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on  their  social  and  poUtioBl  flystem  bj  the  advent  of  the  chap. 
BngHah.   MaBaaaoit  was  the  first  to  leoognize  the  im- 
poftance  of  this  new  ekment,  and  hyibnnal  treaty,  to  1621. 

•  «  •       •  •  nrcli 

enlist  the  Eunjlish  upon  his  side,  in  throwing  off  the  yoke  *  22. 

of  the  Narran;an8ct8  ;  a  treaty  whirli  his  triho  y>rcservod 
inviolate  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  was  only 
raptured  when  the  fiery  spirit  of  Philip  of  Pdkanoket^  the 
yuuuger  son  of  Maasasoit,  could  no  longer  brook  the  wrong 
and  outrage  heaped  upon  him  by  the  whites.  The  Nar- 
aganaets  viewed  with  a  jealons  eye  this  dai^erons  aJli* 
anoe,  and  threatened  the  Englidi  with  hostilities ;  but  i628. 
the  bokl  attitude  of  the  colonists  averted  tlie  danger.  Jan. 

The  Pcqiiots,  the  ancient  enemies  of  the  Karragansets, 
perhaps  emboldened  by  the  partial  defection  of  the  east- 
era  Indians,  and  by  the  £act  that  Miantinomi,  the  younger 
sachem  of  the  Nanagansets,  was  in  his  minority^  em- 
braced eveiy  opportnnity  to  make  war  against  them. 
Block  Island  and  Montauk  fell  into  their  hands,  and 
the  Pequot  conquest  was  extended  ten  miles  east  of 

Paweatuek  river.  But  a  fatal  disaster  was  soon  to  over-  1C32. 
whelm  the  Fequot  tribe  and  to  efface  their  name  from  off 
the  earth.  A  number  uf  murders  had  been  committed 
in  which  it  was  proved  that  they  had  participated,  either 
directly  or  by  affording  shelter  to  the  perpetratoiB.  One 
Captain  fitone  and  his  entire  crew  of  ten  men,  in  a  ship 
ftom  Virginia,  trading  on  the  Connecticut  river,  were 
mnidered  whOe  asleep,  and  daring  a  lew  months  sue-  lesa. 
cecding  the  death  of  Oldham  some  twenty  more  were 
tortnred  and  killed  on  ('  >iinecticut  river.  The  murder 
of  John  Oldham  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  Pecinot 
war*  He  was  a  daring  trader  with  the  Indians,  and  was 
perhaps  the  first  Englishman  who  contemplated  settling 
in  Rhode  Island.  80  highly  was  he  esteemed  by  the  In- 
dians that  Chibecuwese,  afterwards  sold  to  Got.  Win- 
throp  and  Roger  Williams  and  called  Prudence  Island, 
wEii  I'reely  otiered  to  him  as  an  inducement  to  establish 
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CHAR  liiinself  among  them.   Oldham,  witk  two  English  boys 
■  J^^^ .  and  two  Narraganset  IndianSi  had  been  upon  a  trading 
1686.  voyage  to  the  Oonnecticat  river ;  on  his  retuniy  toncbiiig 
at  Blook  Island,  he  was  murdered  and  his  companions 

carried  off.  John  Gallup,  who  was  also  returning  from 
the  river  in  a  small  vessel,  seeing  Oldham's  boat  lull 
Indiaus  near  the  island,  bore  up  for  it.  The  Tnaiitf>iy 
made  sail  for  the  main  land,  but  Gallup  gallantly  pur* 
sued  them  and,  after  a  sharp  contest,  boarded  the  croft, 
driving  most  of  the  enemy  into  the  sea.  The  mangled 
corpse  of  Oldham  was  found  on  board.  His  oompanioiis 
and  most  of  tlie  goods  had  already  been  taken  away. 

The  news  of  this  outrage  reacliing  Boston  caused  great 
excitement.  In  a  few  days  a  deputation,  including  the 
26.  two  Indians  who  were  with  Oldham,  arrived  from  Caaour 
tcus  with  a  letter  from  Roger  Williams  to  Qor,  Yane, 
concerning  the  tragedy,  and  Boon  afterwards  the  two  boys 
were  safely  returned  to  their  homes^  with  another  letter 
from  Mr.  Williams,  stating  that  Miantinomi  had  sent  an 
expedition  to  Bloek  Island  to  recover  the  boys  iind  the 
property,  and  to  avenge  the  murder  of  Oldham.  An 
embassy  accompanied  by  Oatshamekin,  sachem  of  the 
Aug.  Massachusetts,  as  interpreter,  was  sent  to  Ganonicus  to 
treat  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  murder.  Upon  their 
return  they  reported  good  success  in  their  business," 
and  that  "  they  observed  in  the  sachem  much  state,  great 
command  over  his  men,  and  marvellous  wisdom  in  his 
answers  and  in  the  carriage  of  the  whole  treaty,  clearing 
himself  and  his  neighbors  of  the  murder,  and  oflferiug  as- 
sistance for  revenge  of  it,  yet  upon  very  safe  and  wary 
conditions."  It  was  proved  that  some  of  the  Narragan- 
set  sachems  had  been  in  the  plot,  but  that  their  chiefi^ 
Canonicuaand  Miantinomi,  were  not  concerned  in  it. 

An  expedition,  consisting  of  ninety  volunteers,  under 
command  of  John  Endicott,  was  forthwith  equipped  to 
demand  satis&ction  of  the  Indians.    They  embarked  m 
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thiee  pinnaceBy  with  orders  to  take  Block  Island,  and  chap. 
thimoeto  proceed  to  the  Peqnot  countiy  to  secure  the  J^. 
nmrderers  of  Captain  Stone^  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the  3  6. 
crime,  and  hoetagee  for  the  fatnre  good  conduct  of  the  26. 

Pequots.  After  a  short  skirmish  they  landed  on  the  isl- 
und,  Tvhere  they  remained  two  day  a,  and  liaving  burnt 
the  wigwams  and  ptaved  the  canoes,  they  left  for  the 
Connecticut  river.  At  Saybrook  they  received  a  rein- 
foreement  of  twenty  men  and  sailed  for  the  Pequot  har- 
bor, at  the  mouth  of  Thames  liver.  SassacnB,  the  chief 
Mchem,  was  absent  at  Long  Island.  A  skirmish  ensued, 
in  whioh  some  of  the  Indians  were  killed,  their  town  was 
burned,  and  the  next  day  the  wigwams  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river  were  destroyed,  and  the  canoes  broken 
up,  after  which  tlie  expedition  returned  in  gaiety  to  Bos-  ^  ^ 
ton  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  By  this  affair  the  Pcquots 
had  fourteen  killed  and  forty  wounded,  and  were  greatly 
ezaspeiated.  The  polkT'  of  this  hostile  expedition  has 
been  severely  condemned  by  Lieut.  Gardiner,  commander 
of  Fort  Saybrook,  in  his  history  of  the  war.  Had  the 
rostmctions  to  Endicott  limited  his  powers  to  the  Oldham 
matter,  the  settlers  of  Connecticut  might  not  have  suf- 
fered so  much  from  the  fury  of  the  Indians.  The  gov- 
ernor of  I*lymuuth  remonstrated  with  the  Massachusetts 
authorities  for  having  needlessly  provoked  a  war. 

But  the  mischief  was  already  done.  The  Fequots 
were  tboiou^y  roused,  and  wreaked  their  Tengeance,  in 
the  entning  winter,  upon  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of 
Conneeticut.  They  also  sent  ambassadors  to  the  Nanra* 
gansets,  with  wliom  they  had  been  in  perpetual  enmity, 
otfering  to  bury  the  hatchet,  and  }>ropo8ing  a  league  with 
iheiju  and  the  Muhegans  to  effect  the  utter  dcstniction  of 
the  Kngli&h,  and  thereby  to  avert  the  calamity  which 
tbej  foresaw  must  soon  annihilate  the  Indian  race.  It 
WB0  a  perilous  hour  for  Hew  England  when  the  euToys  of 
flassadhw  opened  their  n^tiations  with  the  assembled 
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CHAP,  court  of  tiieur  aneient  £>e,  the  waiy  and  thoughtful  Ga- 
nonicus.    Right  was  od  the  ride  of  the  Pequots — the  right 

1686.  to  the  lordship  of  the  f^oil.  in  which  the  rapid  encroach- 
ment of  the  whites  must  soon  restrict  them.  National 
existence  depended  upon  a  prompt  and  united  tliort  to 
extirpate  the  race  whose  moral  supeiiority  was  aheady 
auerted  in  reducing  the  aboriginal  princes  of  the  eastern 
tiihes  to  a  state  of  yassalage.  Life,  liberty,  and  the  pn»* 
suit  of  happiness,  the  same  consldeiations  which  in  the 
next  century  were  urged  as  the  inalienable  rights  of  man, 
in  the  struggle  with  the  mother  country,  were  as  oleady 
understood  by  the  Indians,  and  were  no  less  dear  to  them 
than  to  their  enemies,  while  to  these  nrgiiments  there  \^a3 
the  added  bitterucHs  of  a  couliict  of  races.  Every  in- 
ducement that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  case 
was  skilMly  employed  by  the  Fe<fuot  emissaries  to  attain 
their  end.  The  decimon  was  one  that  Inyolved  results 
equally  momentous  to  the  Indians  and  the  English,  and 
already  the  tnithful  eloquence  of  the  Pequots  seemed 
about  to  prevail  in  the  wavering  council  of  the  Isairagan- 
sets. 

O^jl^  At  this  inimincnt  crisis  Roger  Williams  appeared 
among  them.  He  was  the  only  man  in  New  England 
who  could  avert  the  impending  evil.  His  own  life,  and 
that  of  the  few  who  were  with  him,  was  secure  in  the 
love  of  the  Karragansets.  Btill,  though  smarting  under 
the  injuries  of  recent  oppression,  he  threw  himself  be- 
tween his  own  ])crsccut(^rs  and  their  relentless  foes.  At 
the  risk  of  his  life,  from  the  Petjiiot  tomahawks  and  the 
perils  of  the  way,  he  sought  the  wigwam  of  Canonicus, 
and  accomplished,  what  a  high  authority  has  pronounced 
the  most  intrepid  and  most  successM  achievement  of 
the  whole  war ;  an  action  as  perilous  in  its  execution  as 
it  was  fortunate  in  its  issue."*  At  the  earnest  request 
of  the  Boston  magistmtes,  now  seriously  alanned  at  the 

*  1  BuoiDay  398. 
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aspect  of  affairs,  WilUanui  undertook  thia  dangeroas  bmb-  chap. 
won,  Hiii  own  words  can  best  describe  the  nature  and  .^^1^ 
result  of  his  labors  : —  1 6  3  C 

"  Upon  letters  received  from  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil at  BoBtob,  requesting  me  to  use  my  utmost  and  speed- 
iest endeavora  to  break  anc^  hinder  the  leagae  labored  for 
bj  the  Pequots  and  Mohegans  against  the  English,  (ez- 
ensing  the  not  sending  of  company  and  supplies  by  the 
haste  of  the  business,)  the  Lord  helped  me  immediately 
to  put  my  life  into  my  hand,  and  scarce  acqnainting  my 
wii'r.  to  ship  11  ly self  alone,  in  a  poor  canoe,  and  to  cut 
through  a  stormy  Avind,  with  great  seas,  every  minute  in 
hazard  of  life,  to  the  sachem's  house.  Three  days  and 
uightB  my  business  forced  me  to  lodge  and  mix  with  the 
bloody  Pequot  ambassadofs,  whose  hands  and  arms,  me- 
tbought,  reeked  with  the  blood  of  my  countrymen,  mur- 
dered and  massaci-ed  by  them  on  Connecticut  river,  and 
from  whom  I  could  nut  but  nightly  look  for  their  bloody 
knives  at  my  own  throat  also.  God  woudrously  preserved 
me,  and  helped  me  to  breaic  to  pieces  the  Peqaots'  nego- 
tiation and  design  ;  and  to  make  and  finish,  by  many  trav- 
els and  chaiges^  the  English  league  with  the  Karragan- 
seta  and  Mohegans  against  the  Ferpiots.''* 

'  Letter  to  Maj.  M.i-  »n.  It  h  a  singolar  fact  that  Winthrop  alone,  of  all 
the  old  writers  upon  this  war,  makes  any  mention  of  the  ]iart  performed  by 
Roger  Williams  in  avertini;  a  futal  CHtn*!trophe.  Hnd  not  the  well-laid  plan 
of  the  Pequoti  been  fnutrutt)*}  by  the  iuiluencc  oi'  Williams,  the  remit  of  this 
McBeft  AmenettD  war  ct  eztenuinatiaa  wmld,  •ooordiug  to  all  Inmaa  mI- 
enlatioii,  ham  been  mrened.  Yat  nooa  of  tba  ManaehiuBtto  hbtoriaai^  b«« 
fore  the  present  day,  have  had  the  candor  to  admit  Iba  &el.  Wa  can  aamue 
tka  militaiy  writers,  Mason,  Underhlll,  Vincent  and  Gardiner,  for  the  orois> 
*jon,  as  they  nim  chiefly  to  ilp^cribp  the  active  hostilifio.s  in  which  tliemselvcs 
bore  a  part;  hut  that  .Mort'»ri,  Hubbard,  Johnson,  Mather,  Hutchinson,  and 
others,  who  give  a  more  or  loss  detailed  account  of  tho  necjotiations  connected 
with  the  war.  ahonld  omit  all  mention  of  the  debt  of  gratiiudo  they  owed  to  the 
•wadard'BhodalilaiidfiiKnlilMtoooMknifiaaQnew  Evan^ 
libaral  Prinoa  in  hia  pre&ca  tolfaaon'a  hlatoiy  linipfy  caji,  **  An  agaocy  fVom 
tbe  Massachnsetta  ooknj  to  the  NanagaiiaeCs  bapplfy  preimad  fheir  ttaggari^g 
fiieadahip;**  laaving  ns  to  applj  th«  rmadc  eltfwr  to  the  deputation  aent  on 
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CHAP.      Upon  the  ooncliuiiiii  of  tbu  all-important  iifigotiatioi^ 

^2!^  Miantinomi,  being  sent  for  by  Gov.  Vane,  went  to  Boston, 
16  8  6.  together  with  two  sons  of  Canonicus,  another  sachem, 
Si!  nearly  twenty  attendants.    He  was  received  with 

military  honors,  and  the  preliminaries  uf  a  treaty  being 
at  once  agreed  upon^  it  was  formally  concluded  the  aaxt 
^*    day^  when  the  Indians  were  dismissed  in  the  same  man- 
ner. It  was  a  treaty  of  amity,  and  of  alliance^  offeosivo 
and  defensiYe  against  the  Peqnots  ;  and,  because  the  In* 
dians  oonld  not  perfectly  comprehend  idl  the  articles,  it 
was  agreed  that  a  copy  should  be  scut  to  3Ir.  Williams, 
who  couhl  best  interpret  it.    This  management  waii  hon- 
orable alike  to  Mr.  Williams  and  to  the  government  of 
Massachusetts.    It  showed  the  conhdence  which  both  the 
contracting  parties  placed  in  the  good  faith  of  their  in*  . 
terpreter,  and  it  attests  the  integrity  of  the  Puritans  that 
^  ^  ^  ^  they  Bhoold  submit  an  instrument  of  such  importance  to 
April  the  scrutiny  of  so  strenuous  an  advocate  of  Indian  ri^ta. 

The  Pequots,  foiled  in  their  attempt,  both  with  the 
Narragansets  and  the  Mohegans,  rashly  resolved  to  pros- 
ecute the  war  unaided.  The  garrison  of  Fort  SaybrtK^k 
was  constantly  alarmed  by  their  menaces.  Capt.  Uudcr- 
hill,  with  twenty  men,  was  sent  to  the  relief  The  massa* 
ere  at  Weathersfield,  where  six  were  killed  and  seven 
^P"^  taken  prisoners  and  tortured,  followed  by  another  filaugh- 

28. 

the  bth  August,  (which  JohiiBou,  am  oi'  iha  above-named  writers,  seems  to  have 
dccompauied,  and  WUUams  did  not,)  or  to  the  later  aud  more  dangerous  mis- 
MOD  in  October,  iiiid«ct«k«n  by  WiDiaiiM  alosM,  wboM  nams^  in  either  caee^  it 
not  even  meatioiied.  Then  it  a  taaadm  of  Roehefonenl^  irhidi  U  veiified 
in  ihii  iutanoe ;  ^  Ji  n'est  pas  ei  <1  cuse  dc  faire  du  mal  a  la  ploj^art  des 
hrnnmri,  qnc  dc  leur  fairo  trop  dc  bien.**  Gov.  W'inthr<>p  find  «<^m(»  of  ln% 
couiK'il,  in  view  of  the  signal  ecri'icf*?  rendered  by  Mr.  \\  illiams  tiiruu^ihout 
tlif  war,  moved  in  the  General  Court,  thut  ho  be  recalled  from  banishment 
and  honored  by  some  high  mark  of  favor.  The  silence  of  the  court  recocdi 
upon  ilie  qneitioD  is  iign^ieaiU,  But  ample,  thoogfa  tardy,  justioo  baa  rinee 
been  rendend  to  the  of  Williama  by  a  eon  of  Uaaaadmaetta.  The 

elegant  historian  of  the  United  Statei  has  more  than  atoned  f  )r  f  h(>  want  of 
magnauluiity  in  his  literary  prcdeccBsors,  by  the  generoni  spirit  dt^ayed  in 
the  nlnA  chapter  of  his  eloquent  worl^. 
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10. 


ter  of  nine  persons,  and  the  capture  of  two  young  girls,  chap. 
decided  the  iiilaiit  colon}  uf  Connecticut  to  declare  wjir  ^-iJlL 
^vitliuut  dehiv.  Tliree  small  towns,  Hartford,  Windsor  1  6  8  7. 
and  Weaiheisfield,  which  had  heen  oigauized  scarcely  a  if ' 
year,  and  contained  in  all  much  less  than  two  hundred 
men,  fanned  the  whole  colony  of  Connecticut  The  Pe- 
qtUfU  oofold  mtttter  nearly  a  thousand  vanioiSy  and  had 
two  fortified  villages,  one  on  the  Mystic  riyer,  near  the 
sea,  and  the  other  but  a  few  miles  distant,  where  Sassa* 
cus,  the  chief  sachem,  dwelt.  A  force  ol  ninety  men, 
under  Capt.  John  I^Iuson,  was  immediately  despatched  to 
the  scene  of  conflict,  accompanied  by  Uncas,  sachem  of 
the  Mohegans,  with  about  sixty  of  hh  warriors.  All 
doabta  of  the  fidelity  of  these  savage  allies,  who  preceded 
the  main  body  to  Fort  Saybrook,  were  speedily  dispelled. 
The  Mobegpns  yanquished  a  party  of  Pequots  near  the 
fort,  and  bnmglit  in  the  scalps  of  the  slain  as  trophies  of 
their  prowess.  From  Saybnjok,  Waooii,  being  reinforced 
by  Capt.  Underhill,  scni  home  twenty  of  his  troops,  while 
the  main  body  sailed  for  Narraganset  bay,  designing  to 
surprise  the  Pequots  in  the  rear.  The  forces  reached  a 
harbor  near  Wicklbrd  on  Saturday,  passed  the  Sabbath 
in  religions  exercises,  were  detained  two  days  more  on 
board  tbeir  vessds  by  a  northwest  gale,  and  then  alter 
two  days  of  severe  march  across  the  country,  and  being 
joined  by  a  strong  force  of  ilie  Narragansets,  they  en- 
camped on  Thursday  niglit  near  Fort  Mystic. 

The  Pequots  spent  their  last  night  in  carousal,  exult- 
ing over  the  English,  who  they  supposed,  from  seeing  the 
vessels  sail  by  some  days  before,  Iiad  abandoned  the  at- 
tack. Their  songs  were  distinctly  beard  at  the  English 
ontposts  nntil  midnight  At  daybreak  the  English,  in 
two  divisions,  assaulted  the  fort.  The  Indian  allies,  ex-  26. 
cept  Uncas  and  one  other,  remained  beliind  through  fear  of 
their  redoubtable  f  »e.  The  Pequots  were  buried  in  pro- 
found slumber.    The  crash  of  musketry  roused  them  to 


15. 

19. 


25. 
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OHAP.  inevitable  doom^  as  the  English,  hnntmg  through  Hie 
,JJJ;^  paUsade  of  sticks  and  brushwood,  nished  upon  them 
1687.  sword  in  hand.  It  wa«  the  intention  to  put  the  garrison 
to  the  sword  and  to  save  the  phmder,  but  tliis  plan  was 
changed.  The  Indians,  as  fast  as  they  awoke  either  crept 
under  the  beds  or  fled,  when  Mason  gave  the  terrible  or- 
der, WE  MUST  BtJBN  THEU,"  and  seizing  a  fixebrand  from 
one  of  the  wigwams  applied  it  to  the  matted  roo£  A 
northeast  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time.  The  fire  spread 
with  great  rapidity,  soon  involving  the  whole  village  in 
conflagration.  Sonic  of  the  Pequots,  climbing  the  pali- 
sades to  of^ca]»e,  were  j-liot  down  by  the  Kiiglisli  ;  others 
rnslied  wildly  into  the  ilames  and  perished  l)y  tire  ;  a  few 
boldly  charged  upon  the  enemj  and  fell  by  the  sword. 
The  allied  Indians  were  stationed  in  a  circle  at  a  distance 
and  killed  with  their  arrows  the  few,  who,  fleeing  nn* 
scathed  from  their  fiery  furnace,  had  escaped  the  triple 
peril  of  shot  and  flame  and  steel.  The  massacre  was 
com[)lete.  One  short  honr  had  done  the  work,  and  when 
the  sun  arose,  a  heap  of  smouldering  ruins,  over  the  man- 
l^ed  and  crisping  corpses  of  nearly  seven  hundred  Indians, 
was  all  that  remained  of  this  stronghold  of  the  Pequots. 
Men,  women,  and  children  fell  alike  in  this  indiscriminate 
and  wholesale  slaughter.  Of  the  hundreds  who  an  hour 
before  were  slumbering  m  fancied  security,  seven  only 
were  taken  captive  imd  ]mt  seven  escaped.  The  loss  of 
the  Enj^lish  was  but  two  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 

As  they  were  leaving  the  ground  a  party  of  three  hun- 
dred Indians  from  the  other  fort  advanced  to  the  attack, 
ignorant  of  the  fate  of  their  comrades.  Upon  reaching 
the  spot  they  gave  way  to  the  wildest  demonstrations  of 
grief,  and  then  rushing  down  the  hill,  chaiged  upon  the 
retiring  English  whose  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted. 
A  few  skirmishers  sufficed  to  keep  them  at  bay,  while  the 
■  Englinh  reached  the  ]iarl)or  just  as  their  vessels,  coming 
round  itom  Narraganset,  had  entered  it.    There  they  met 
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Gapt.  Fatac  with  forty  Hassaclitifletts  troops.  Underhill  chap. 
placed  the  wounded  on  boaid  a  yeeael  and  Bailed  fw 

Connecticut  river.    The  Temainin*;  troops  marched  across 
the  countn',  aiul  were    nobly  entertained  by  Lieut.  Gard- 
ner  witli  many  great  guns,"  upon  reaching:  Fort  Baybrook 
the  uesi  evening.    A  day  of  thank^ving  lor  this  sigoal  *luDe 
victory  was  held  in  all  the  churches. 

About  a  month  after  the  battle  of  Mystic  Oapt. 
Stanghton  with  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  arrived  in 
Pequot  river  to  continue  the  war,  and  was  joined  by  Ma- 
60U  "with  tbity  men  from  Connecticut.  The  rcuniaut  of 
the  Pequot  tribe  concealed  themselves  in  swamps  or  fled 
to  the  westward.  One;  of  their  hiding- places  was  broken 
up  and  one  hundred  Indians  taken.  The  men  were  killed, 
the  women  and  children  distributed  among  the  Nanagan- 
sets,  and  sent  to  Boston  as  slaves.  The  troops  pursued 
the  main  body  of  the  fugitives  to  a  swamp  near  New 
Haven.  Surrounding  the  swamp  they  held  a  purley  with 
the  Indians,  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  the  old  men; 
women  and  cliildren,  not  belonging  to  the  Pequot  tribe,  jaiy 
to  the  number  of  two  hundred.  The  warriors  resolved  to 
fight  it  out,  and  some  sixty  of  them  succeeded  during  the 
night  in  breaking  through  the  English  lines,  after  an  ob- 
stinate struggle,  and  effected  their  escape.  One  hundred 
and  eighty  were  taken  prisonersw  In  this  fight  it  is  said 
that  a  few  of  the  Indians  had  fire-arms,  which  is  the  first 
accouiit  we  have  of  tlieir  use  by  the  natives. 

Tliisi  encounter  virtually  closed  th<.'  war.  Sassaens,  the 
great  sachem,  whose  name  but  a  few  months  beibre  had 
been  a  terror  to  both  whites  and  Indians  in  New  Eng- 
land, was  murdered,  with  twenty  of  his  men,  by  the  Mo- 
hegans,  to  whom  he  fled  for  shelter,  anda  part  of  his  skin  with 
a  lock  of  his  hair  was  sent  as  a  welcome  present  to  Bos- 
ton. The  Massachusetts  troops  returned  home  with  only 
the  loss  of  one  man.  The  Pequots  now  became  a  prey  to 
their  savage  foes  and  were  hunted  down  like  wolves,  the 
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CHAP,  allied  Indians  daily  biingmg  in  their  heads  or  hands  to  th^ 
^English.  A  genenathanlcsgimg^  observed  through. 
10  3  7.  out  New  England  for  the  snocessM  termination  of  the 
^  war.   The  miserable  remnant  of  the  tribe  delivered  them- 
selves up  at  Hartford  on  condition  ihut  tlieir  lives  sliuukl 
be  spared.  Mi^re  than  eight  liimdred  had  been  blain  in  the 
war,  and  less  than  two  hundred  remained  to  share  the 
fate  of  captives    These  were  distributed  among  the  Nar- 
1688.  ragftnsets  and  Mohegans,  with  the  pledge  that  they 
Bept  ahonld  no  more  be  called  Peqnots^  nor  inhabit  their  na- 
tive  country  again.'  To  make  the  annihilation  of  the  race 
yet  more  complete,  their  very  name  was  extinguished  in 
Couuecticiit  by  legislative  act.    reqiiot  river  Avas  called 
the  Thames,  Pequot  town  was  named  New  London.  . 

Thus  perished  the  race  and  name  of  the  i\M|uot8. 
The  first  aboriginal  tribe  who  defied  the  English  power, 
had  fallen  in  the  desperate  struggle  for  liberty  and  life. 
In  their  fitte  they  were  but  the  precumors  of  a  long  line 
#f  Indian  races  who  were,  one  after  another,  to  disappear 
as  the  gathering  tide  of  European  civilization  swept  on- 
ward to  the  west.  In  quick  suceessiuu  from  tlie  Atlantic 
to  the  Allegbaiiics,  and  thence  to  the  Missi^hip])i,  the 
native  tribes  have  melted  awav  :  and  westward  still,  from 
the  river  to  the  liocky  Mountains,  the  fatal  tide  liows 
swiftly  on,  driving  before  it  the  few  whom  it  does  not 
slay.  Already  it  breaks  in  nanow  streams  through  those 
mountain  passes,  until  the  &r  west  is  no  longer  the  un- 
disturbed home  of  the  red  man.  A  few  years  more  will 
see  the  fate  of  the  Pequot  s  repeated  on  our  western 
shores  ;  the  great  tragedy  of  New  England  will  be  re- 
acted on  the  hills  of  Oregon  ;  tlie  notes  of  the  last 
aboriginal  death  song  shall  mingle  with  the  murmur  of 
the  Pacific." 

1  Trnmbnll's  Hut.  orCamiocCicut,  vi  pp.  02,  93,  Book  1,  cb.  t. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

HISTORY  OF  PR0V1DE>CE  FROM  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  1636,  TO  THE 
0R6ANIZATIOX  OF  TH£  QOVERNMBNT  UNDER  THE  PARLIA* 
MBKTABT  CHARTER,  HAT,  1617. 

Thr  origmal  companions  of  Roger  Wflliams,  by  his  chap. 

own  account,  were  four  iii  iiuinber,  Wini  im  1  ranis,  John 

1  A  ft  A 

Smith,  Francis  Wlckcs,  and  a  lad  whoia  tradition  asserts 
to  be  Thomas  Angel.  *  By  a  letter  from  Joshua  Verin, 
on  the  town  records,  it  a])pears  that  he  also  accompanied 
the  above  named  persons  to  Providence,  as  he  sp^ks  of 
we  six  which  came  firsl"  This  apparent  discrepancy  is 
readily  explained.  The  four  persons  named  by  Williams 
probably  joined  him  in  his  first  planting  at  Seekonk, 
while  Vcrin  came  later  l>ut  in  season  to  remove  with 
them  acro>s  tli<'  river,  and  thus  to  become  one  of  the  six 
original  settlers  oi"  Providence. 

That  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Roger  Williams,  in 
seeking  a  refuge  in  the  wilderness,  to  become  the  founder 
of  a  State,  his  own  declaration  proves.  Driven  fiom  the 
society  of  civilized  men,  who  showed  little  sympathy  with 
the  enlightened  and  progressive  views  that  placed  him  so 

'    Mjaoul't  dean  was  to  do  the  nadTes  good^  and  to  Uiat  end  to  have  their 

language,  (which  I  afttrwaKU  printed,)  nnd  thcrefon?  desired  not  to  bo  trou- 
bled with  K:j;:li.^h  company,  yet  out  of  j  ity  1  ^avo  It  avc  to  William  Hurria, 
then  f^^r  ami  ili  -tttnt?.  to  covnr-  :iliiii;r  in  my  company.  I  conacoted  to  .Tohn 
Smith,  miller  ut  D«>rche«ter,  (liauiaheU,  also,)  to  go  witli  me,  and  at  John 
Smith's  de«ix«,  to  a  poor  young  fellow,  Francis  Wibkes,  as  also  to  a  lad  of 
Rkhaid  Wateman'sL  These  an  all  I  nmember.**— &  WilHam^  Amver  to 
IT.  iforrw  befvrt  Us  Oomt  of  OommudoMn^  lltk  2f<n.,  1677. 

VOL  1 — 7 
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CHAP.  ^  advance  of  bis  ago,  hh  earnest^  toiling  Bpirit,  sought 
among  the  aavageB  a  field  of  action,  and  their  debased 

108  ft,  condition  presented  a  fitting  object  for  his  philanthropy. 
Had  his  only  motive  been  to  escape  from  the  vexations  of 

a  discordant  community  he  would  have  refused,  even 
against  the  plea  of  pity,  all  English  companiouship,  and, 
like  Blackstone,  *  who  at  the  quiet  retreat  of  Study  Hill, 
had  preceded  him  to  Bhode  Island,  would  have  found,  in 
communion  with  nature  in  her  solitude,  that  rest  which 
human  Mlowship  denied.  But  the  Supreme  Euler  of 
events  had  ordered  otherwise.  The  missionaiy  spirit 
which  led  Williams  to  devote  bis  energies  to  the  good  of 
the  Indians,  gave  him  that  hold  upon  their  aflfection  and 
esteem  wluch  enabled  him  to  dwell  securely  among  them, 
and  to  aeqiiire  that  aseendency  in  their  eouiieils  which 
afterwards  made  him  the  avcrtcr  of  war,  and  the  virtual 
protector  of  New  England.    The  humanity  of  his  diaposi- 

*  There  b  a  mystery  iu  the  life  of  Win.  Blackstone  which  probably  can 
iMver  lie  explained.  When  sud  ham  be  eaine  to  Ameriem  is  vAoown.  Th» 
fixet  planten  of  MurndtiiMtto  Bay  found  liim  elreedy  estaUbbed,  the  ear- 
liest Eogltab  setder  on  the  peoinmla  of  Shawmnt,  now  Beetoo,  where  he 
planted  an  oiichard,  tlio  first  in  Mu.ssachuwtts.  Ho  vmt  a  defgymon  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  no  donbt  left  his  native  countn-  on  arount  of  non- 
confonnity,  the  same  rcnwn  th»t  led  him  80<»n  after  to  Mii'k  a  home  for  the 
second  rime  in  the  wildtrue.-s,  whvii  he  used  this  memorable  expre^Mion  :  "  I 
left  Kuglttud  to  get  from  under  the  power  of  the  lord  bishops,  hut  in  America 
I  am  fiJlea  under  the  power  of  the  lord  brethren.**  At  bu  suggestion  the 
huger  portion  of  die  ooloouti  of  1680,  who  bad  sott]«d  at  Charlestown,  re- 
moved to  Boafam.  In  1S34  be  eold  otit  hU  title  to  Shawmnt,  each  inhabitant 
paying  bim  pixpcnce,  and  some  of  them  more,  and,  purclinstog  cattle,  ie» 
moved  soon  after  to  a  J^pnt  !'anj«»d  by  liim  "  Sfmly  ITill."  witliiii  \vh:it  'i<  knnwti 
as  the  AttU'hriro*  Gore,''  in  riyraouth  pat«'nt,  now  in  tlir  south  j  art  <a  tlio 
town  of  Cumberland,  K.  I.,  near  the  banks  of  the  Pawtucket  river.  He  thus 
became  the  first  settler  of  Rhode  Island,  if  we  exrept  the  three  English  re- 
feired  to  iaWintiiropV  Jonmal,  (1,  72)  aa  occupying  a  boiue  at  Sowameet, 
BOW  Warren,  wbidh  wae  attacked  by  IndtanA  in  Api)l,  1688,  and  at  thbi  leema 
to  have  l>een  but  a  temporary  trading  poet,  racb  as  were  fteqnently  let  np  ir 
the  Indian  country,  and  not  a  pennauent  ?=cn1nment,  such  as  Blackdtont's 
no  other  reference  beinir  nDywhere  mnde  to  it,  the  Isnimr  here  r Ininiorl  pr. 
crly  belongs  to  the  proprietor  '1'  Study  Jlill.  At  the  time  ol'  his  ivrnovsil  lio 
is  supposed  to  have  resided  at  Shawmut  about  ten  years^    Lechford  t^ays. 
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tion  ]>n»inpte(l  him  so  far  to  vary  his  exchisivc  design  in  cHAP. 
favor  of  the  Indians,  out  of  pity  to  those  who  had  like-  J^' 
wise  suliered  persecution  in  MassachusettB,  that,  contrary  1636. 
to  his  own  desire,  he  brought  with  him  a  small  but  reso- 
lute band  of  immigrants  and  thereby  formed  the  nucleus 
of  a  State.   These  were  soon  joined  by  others,  but  at 
what  precise  time  or  in  what  numbers  it  is  now  impos- 
sible to  know.    Many  of  the  records  were  lost,  probably 
in  the  buruinp^  of  the  town  during  Philip's  war,  and  those 
which  are  still  preserved  were  but  imperfectly  kept.  J?^^*?- 

The  earliest  deed  upon  record  is  in  the  form  of  a 
memorandum  dated  the  twenfy-fourth  of  March  in  the 
second  year  of  the  plantation.  It  refers  to  a  sale  made 
two  years  previous,  of  the  lands  upon  Mooshausick  and 
Wanasquatucket  fivers,  by  Canonicus  and  Miantinomi 
to  Roger  Williams,  confirming  the  same,  and  by  its 
terms  extending  the  grant  on  either  side  so  as  to  include 

**  Ono  MuUr  Blackstone,  a  miuUter,  went  from  Boston,  bavii^  lived  there 
mam  or  ten  years,  becatuo  be  would  not  join  witb  the  cbnrch ;  be  lives  near 
Hntw  Wiltiiima,  hat  ia  far  from  his  opinioiu^*'  p.  42 — JVame  DmUnfft  LmSont 

Tie  lived  peacefully  at  his  new  plantation  the  xemiunder  of  his  days. 
Here  he  plnnted  an  apple  i  n  lianl,  the  tiret  that  ever  hore  fruit  in  Kheda 
laland.  lie  had  the  fir-t  that  sort  c:illed  yellow  sweetin<r*^  that  wcr?^  over 
in  the  world  perhaps,  tla-  rirhyst  and  nio.-t  ■It  lici  iu^  aviplc  of  the  wliolo  kia  l." 
(2  M.  H.  C.  ix.  174.)  Many  of  his  trees  planted  one  hundred  and  tliirty  years 
befbie  w«ie  still  in  beating  iv;h6n  Gov.  Hopkins  wrdte  in  1765,  and  Mr.  New« 
man  in  his  Disoonne  on  4th  July,  before  the  Bladutone  Momuneut 
Asaociation,  says  that  as  late  as  1890  three  of  these  trees  were  living,  and 
two  of  them  bore  apples.  They  were  then  nearly  two  centoiios  old!  He 
frequently  came  to  Providence  to  preach  the  Gof<pel,  "  and  to  encourage  his 
younger  henn^r^  pnvr*  tlieni  the  (ir-t  ap|^!e«  they  ever  aaw."  When  bo  lon^r 
able  to  travel  on  ionl  lie  rode  on  a  bull  that  ho  had  broken  to  thfi  ^addlc. 
Ill*  wife,  Mr*.  Sarah  Bluckstone,  died  iu  June,  1673.  His  own  dtath  oo 
enmd  ^&Kf  86tb,  167£,  at  an  adnuwed  age,  having  resided  probably  more 
than  fifty  yean  in  New  EogUind.  He  was  spared  from  witnesaiog  the  deso^ 
Imtion  of  his  plaoey  and  the  hnxning  of  his  hon«e  and  libraiy  by  the  Indians 
in  rhin[>'-  war,  which  broke  out  a  few  days  after  his  decea^;.  He  left  but 
one  child,  Jidm,  for  whom  piiirdi.ins  vrero  a{  pointed  by  Plymouth  govern- 
ment in  in7'»,  Hi"  family  '\s  nosv  extinct.  An  inventory  of  his  «  «^tate,  taken 
ten  days  ui'lcr  hin  death,  i^  contained  iu  2  M.  H.  C.  x.  172.  The  name  was 
originally  spelt  Blaxtuu. 
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CHAP,  all  the  land  between  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  rivers, 

IV 

with  the  grass  and  meadows  upon  the  ktter  stream.  This 
1687-8.  extended  grant  is  made  "  in  consideration  of  the  many 

kindnesses  and  services  ho  hath  contmuallv  done  fur  us," 
and  the  inRtniroent  is  signed  by  the  original  grantors. 
1  639  memorandum  a])])endcd  the  following  year  states  that 
May  this  was  all  again  confirmed  by  Miautinomi,  up  the 
streams  of  Pawtucket  and  Pawtuxet  without  limits  we 
might  hare  for  the  use  of  our  cattle/'  By  this  document 
it  appears  that  the  sole  title  to  all  the  lands  vested  in 
Boger  Williams.  When  years  afterwards  a  bitter  dis- 
pute arotu  LLinonpj  the  settlers,  in  wliicli  tlie  opponents  of 
Williams  denied  liis  exelusive  orii;inal  title  to  the  lands, 
he  wrote,  "  they  were  mine  own  as  truly  as  any  man's 
coat  upon  his  back."  Nor  was  it  true,  as  alleged,  that 
the  purchase  was  made  by  him  as  agent  of  the  company. 
The  sources  of  his  ability  to  treat  with  the  Indians,  and 
the  reasons  of  his  having  any  companions  at  all  in  his  set- 
tlement, as  above  recited,  are  sufficient  proof,  apart  from 
his  own  positive  jstatemeuts,  that  his  assertion  rqwn  these 
points  is  correct.  But  it  wn9  not  Km  intention  to  secure 
to  himself  the  exclusive  advantage  which  his  position 
afforded  him.  Soon  after  the  purchase  he  executed  a 
deed  giving  an  equal  share  with  himself  to  twelve  of  his 
companions  and  such  others  as  the  mijor  part  of  us 
shall  admit  into  the  same  fellowship  of  vote  with  us.''  It 
was  a  simple  jiiemorandum,  like  tlie  liist  Indian  deed, 
witlimit  date,  and  known  us  the  *'  initi:d  deed,"  from  its 
containing  simply  the  initials  of  the  grantees.  These 
were  Stukely  Westcott,  William  Arnold,  Thomas  James, 
Robert  Cole,  John  Greene,  John  Throckmorton,  William 
Harris,  William  Carpenter,  Thomas  Olncyy  Francis  Wes- 
ton, Bichard  Waterman,  Ezekiel  Holyman,  who,  with 
Roger  Williams,  the  grantor,  form  the  thirteen  original 
proprietors  of  Providence. 

This  remained  for  more  than  twenty  years  the  only 
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evidence  of  title  possessed  by  the  town^  until  Dec.,  1661,  chap. 
when  Mr.  Williams  executed  a  more  fonnal  oonyeyance  J^^, 
hj  request  of  the  citizens,  and  fire  yean  later  he  exe-  168T» 
cttted  still  another  deed,  being  an  exact  transcript  of  the 

"  initial  deed,"  excej)t  that  the  names  of  the  j^rantees 
were  given  in  full,  and  the  instrument  was  dated  tlie  8th 
of  8th  month,  163^,  to  conibim  as  nearly  as  possible  with 
the  time  tho  oiigiiial  was  given.  The  sole  object  of  this 
instrument  appears  to  he  to  explain  the  first  one  as  to 
date  and  names.*  It  will  he  observed  that  only  two  of 
the  original  settlers  appear  as  proprietors  by  this  deed. 
Of  tho  remaining  four,  two  at  least  were  minors,  one,  Ve- 
rin,  liatl  alrea<i3'  abandoned  the  settlement  and  returned 
to  Massaclmsetts,  while  the  iinn-api)earanee  of  John 
Smith,  the  miller,  as  a  copartner  in  the  deed,  is  not  easily 
explained.  Some  of  the  grantees  it  is  known  did  not 
leave  Massachusetts  until  1638.  But  all  of  them^  the 
six  settlers  and  thirteen  proprietois,  being  seventeen  per-  ^^^^ 
sons,  had  lots  assigned  them,  together  with  many  others, 
fifty-four  in  all,  in  the  first  division  of  land  which  took 
place  soon  after  the  *'  initial  deed  "  was  accepted.  The 
proprietors  divided  the  lands  into  two  parts,  one  called  Oct. 

the  grand  purchase  of  Providence,"  the  other  "  the  ^* 
Pawtuxet  purchase."  In  the  first  of  these  divisions  fifty- 
fi)ur  names  appear  as  the  owners  of  "  home  lots/'  as  they 
were  called,  extending  ''the  town  street/'  now 
North  and  South  Main  streets,  eastward  to  Hope  street, 
l»"side  which  each  ]>erson  had  a  bix  acre  lot  assigned  to 
him  in  utlier  parts  of  the  purchase,  some  on  the  banks  of 
the  Seekonk,  where  Roger  Williams'  out  lot  was  located, 
at  Whatcheer,  the  &rthest  north  of  all^  and  some  on  the 
Wanasq^uatucket  river.*  The  division  known  as  the  Paw- 
tuxet purchase,"  which  from  the  beauty  of  its  meadow 

'  See  Staple's  Annals  of  ProviJence,  pp.  26,  28,  30.  33,  tor  tlh  so  deeds. 

'  Th«'  frr:int<^o?  were  prnhibitod  fmm  selling  to  nny  but  :in  inhnhitant 
witli(>t;t  roii^^'iit  oi*  the  town,  and  a  penalty  wa»  impo«^  upon  8nch  as  did 
oot  improve  their  grounds. 
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CHAP,  lands  mun  began  to  be  settled/  was  the  source  of  long 

.J3^  and  aogiy  contention  in  the  Bubsequent  lustoxj  of  the 

1 638.  colony,  as  will  beieafter  appear.* 

The  goveniment  established  by  these  primitive  settileiB 
of  Providence  was  an  anomaly  in  the  history  of  the  world. 
At  tlie  (cutset  it  was  a  ]nirc  democracy,  which  for  tlie  iir&i 
time  guarded  jealously  the  ris^hts  oi  euuscience  by  igno- 
ring any  power  in  the  body  politic  to  interfere  with  those 
matters  that  alone  concern  man  and  his  Maker.    The  in- 

1637.  habitants^  masters  of  funilies/'  incorporated  themselves 
into  a  town  and  made  an  order  that  no  man  should  be 
molested  ibr  his  conscience.  As  yet  there  was  no  dde- 
gated  power.  The  little  community  had  not  swelled  to 
tlie  dimensions  that  required  a  division  of  labor  in  the 
conduct  of  ])ublic  affairs.  The  peo]tiu  met  numthly  in 
town  meeting,  and  chose  a  clerk  and  treasurer  at  each 
meeting.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  records  of 
the  town  were  so  loosely  kept.'^  An  experiment  like  this, 
which  had  no  precedent  to  furmsh  in  doubtful  cases  a  cri* 
tenon  of  action,  must  have  often  presented  questions  of 
the  deepcht  importance  to  the  colonists,  in  the  dwision  of 
which  there  could  be  no  other  guide  than  their  (*wn  clear 
minds.    Principle^  not  precedent^  formed  their  only  stand* 

*  The  first  sctUers  of  Pawtuxot  were  Wm.  Arnold,  Wm.  Carpenter,  Zech> 
uiah  Sbodea  and  Wm.  Huriii  who  removed  firom  FMvideiioe  in  1638. 

*  The  deteOf  of  tiie  wiooa  dmrions  of  land  in  the  town  ud  vioiiiity,  «ad 
the  localitiee  aatigiied  to  indlviduul  proprietors,  so  far  as  tbej  CttD  now  be  as- 
certained, arc  given  in  Judge  Stapk's  Annal-  of  Providonce,  and  arc  not  re- 
pcatrfl  here  because  tlmy  belong  more  properly  to  a  loonl  L:>r<iry  of  thr  ta\m, 
wliidi  hm  already 'bt>  n  most  diligently  prepared  in  the  aforenamed  book, 
than  to  a  general  history  oi'  the  State. 

'  The  only  officer  whose  election  is  recorded  is  Thomas  Oluey,  Treasurer. 
The  eailieet  record  U  dated  16th  of  4th  mo.,  (Juno,)  bnt  ^thont  jear.  It 
provides  for  a  fine  upon  aB  persons  who  may  be  mete  than  fifteen  miimles 
kte  It  towB-meeth^  «nd  but  diree  other  entries  are  made  wider  that  jear, 
the  last  of  which,  dated  8d  of  10th  month,  is  bnt  a  repetition  of  the  first  inein 
orandum.  Tlic  next  page  is  headed  '*  Agrermriits  uM'1  Onl(  of  tlio  IM  year 
of  the  Plnntation,"  nndfr  whieh  hnf  d.tries  nre  made,  uU  ri  hitiiiL'  to 

grants  of  land  and  preservation  of  timber,  and  but  three  have  a  date  affixed. 
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aid  of  judgment.  Could  the  leooid  of  tKeir  proceedings  chap 
hAYe  been  preserved,  with  what  interest  ahotdd  we  now 

peruse  the  debates  of  this  earliest  of  modem  democracieH  !  1687. 
'The  first  written  compact  that  has  come  down  to  us  is  as 
follows  :  "  We  whose  names  are  licreiiuder,  desirous  to 
inhabit  in  the  town  of  ProvideDce,  do  promise  to  subject 
onrselyes  in  active  or  passive  ol>edience  to  all  such  orders 
or  agreements  as  shall  be  made  for  public  good  of  the 
body,  in  an  orderly  way,  by  the  major  assent  of  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants)  masters  of  &milie8,  incorporated  together 
into  a  town  feUowship,  and  such  others  whom  tliey  shall 
admit  imto  them,  only  in  civil  things.  It  is  signed  hy 
thirteen  persons — Richard  iScott,  William  x  Reynolds, 
John  X  Field,  Chad.  Brown,  John  Warner,  George  Rick- 
ard,  £dward  Cope,  Thomas  x  ApgcU,  Thomas  x  Harris, 
Francis  x  Wickes,  Benedict  Arnold,  Joshua  Winsor, 
William  Wickenden.  The  five  with  the  mark  x  affixed, 
signed  by  their  mark,  hut  whether  through  inability  to 
write  their  names,  or  i'rom  some  other  cause,  may  l  ie  (|iie8- 
tioned,  as  we  know  that  at  that  j)eiio(l  instruments  having 
more  than  one  signature  were  often  thus  signed  by  some 
of  the  parties  who  knew  how  to  write.  This  agreement 
is  without  date  on  the  original  record.  It  refers  in  tenns 
to  an  agreement  between  the  first  settlers  and  to  their  in- 
corporatio«i  into  a  town  fellowship,  and  is  therefore  pre- 
sumed to  be  the  agreement  of  the  "  second  comers  *' — a 
view  strengthened  hy  the  fact  that  it  is  signed  hy  T.  An-  • 
gell  and  F.  Wickes,  who  came  with  R.  WiUiamfi,  but  be- 
ing, according  to  tradition,  minors,  were  not  named  in 
Mr.  Williams'  deed,  and  now,  having  attained  their  ma- 
jority, they  take  this  occasion  to  sign  the  compact  of  cit- 
izenship. The  parties  bind  themselves  "  only  in  civil 
things,"  thus  securing  the  ri!j;ht8  of  conscience  inviolate 
as  their  predecessors  had  done.  The  dilferent  and  often 
conflicting  views  of  the  members  of  this  infant  State  ujk)!! 
the  exciting  topics  which  caused  their  exile,  and  the  un- 
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CHAP,  tried  principles  upon  which  their  settlement  was  made, 
J^,^  would  affoid  a  curious  example  of  diveimty  of  thought 
1687.  and  action  converging  to  the  same  great  end.  nnfi>rtu- 
nately  onr  only  authorities  upon  these  subjects  are  the 

scattered  and  often  biassed  statemeuts  from  the  chronicles 
of  Massaclm»clts.  The  fairest  of  these  annul  i-t-.  ims 
preserved  a  Iragmeut  of  discussion,  so  curious  us  an  illus- 
tration of  the  nature  of  the  difficulties  which  must  have 
been  constantly  arising  in  the  colony,  and  of  the  shrewd, 
practical  character  of  the  people  in  tiieir  solution  ci  knotty 
questions,  that  we  transcribe  it.  At  Providence,  also, 
.  the  devil  was  not  idle.  For  whereas  at  their  first  coming 
thither,  Mr.  Williams  and  tlie  rest  did  make  an  order 
that  no  man  should  be  molested  lur  his  conscience,  now 
men's  wives,  and  children,  and  servants,  claiming  liberty 
hereby  to  go  to  all  religious  meetings,  though  never  so 
often,  or  though  private,  upon  the  week  days  ;  and  be^ 
cause  one  Yerin  refused  to  let  his  wife  go  to  Mr.  Wfl- 
lianis'  80  often  as  she  was  called  for,  they  required  to  hare 
liliii  censured.  But  there  stood  up  one  Aruold,  a  witty 
man  of  their  own  companv,  and  withstood  it,  tellini;-  tliem 
that,  when  he  consented  to  tliat  order,  he  never  intended 
it  should  extend  to  the  breach  of  any  ordinance  of  God, 
such  as  the  subjection  of  wives  to  their  husbands,  etc., 
and  gave  diveiB  solid  reasons  against  it.  Then  one 
Greene  replied  that  if  they  should  restrain  their  wives, 
etc.,  uU  the  women  in  ilio  country  would  cry  out  of  them, 
etc.  Arnold  answered  him  thus  :  Did  you  jtretend  to 
leave  the  Massachusetts  because  you  would  not  offend 
God  to  please  men,  and  would  you  now  break  an  ordi- 
nance and .  commandment  of  God  to  please  women  ? 
Some  were  of  opioion  that  if  Verin  would  not  suffer  his 
wife  to  have  her  liberty,  the  church  should  dispose  her  to 
some  other  man  who  would  use  her  better.  Arnold  told 
them  that  it  was  not  the  woman's  desire  t(^  go  so  oft  from 
home,  but  only  Mr.  Williams'  and  others.    In  conciuBiou, 
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vfhen  ih&j  would  have  censaied  Venn,  Arnold  told  tHcm  cuxF. 
that  it  WB8  agmst  their  own  order,  for  Venn  did  that  he  ^J;^ 
did  oat  of  conscience ;  and  their  order  was  that  no  man  1637. 
riionld  be  cenmired  for  his  conscience/'   This  then  is  the 

earliest  record  we  liave  of  the  struggle  between  liberty 
aud  law,  the  rival  elements  which  Rhode  Island  was  to 
rectmcilc  in  the  novel  experiment  of  a  self-f]^overned  State. 
The  only  entry  refening  to  it  upon  the  town  books  is  in  May 
these  words  :  "It  was  agreed  that  Josluia  Yorin,  upon 
the  breach  of  a  covenant  for  restraining  of  the  libertie  of 
eonflcience,  shall  be  withheld  fiom  the  libertie  of  voting 
till  he  shall  declare  the  contrarie."  Here  was  a  case  in- 
volving the  cardinal  piiucii>le  oi'  tlie  Rhode  Island  settlers 
with  the  most  delicate  sii])jcct  uf  family  regulation.  One 
of  greater  ditiiculty  could  not  well  be  iina^^ined.  On  the 
supposition  that  Mis.  Verin  felt  bound  in  conscieiu-e  to 
attend  the  meetings,  and  did  so  without  detriment  to  her 
domestic  duties,  the  restraint  imposed  by  her  husband  was 
a  violation  of  the  Bhode  Island  principle,  and  as  such 
ihe  ponishment  was  correctly  administered,  although  the 
rejiurt,  as  given  by  Winthrop,  doubtless  tlerived  from 
Verin  himself,  naturally  gives  the  best  of  the  argument 
to  the  latter. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Williams,  jointly  with  Gov.  Win-  Nov. 
iihiDp,  purchased  of  Oandnicus  the  island  of  Chibachu- 
weset,  which  had  formerly  been  offered  by  the  Indians  to 
John  Oldham,  on  condition  that  he  would  settle  there  for 
purposes  of  trade,  which  he  felled  to  do.  This  he  named 
Prudence,  aiul  two  smaller  islands  adjacent,  which  he  poou 
after  ]inreliased,  he  called  Tatience  and  ]ro])c.  Tiie>e 
lands,  with  other  i»roperty,  he  afterwards  mid  to  meet  hii» 
expenses  in  England  when  on  service  for  the  colony. 
Gov.  Winthrop  retained  his  half  of  Prudence  idand,  and 
left  it  in  hb  will  to  his  son  Stephen.^ 

T^^SllH  C.  Lies.  KnowU»*  R.  W.  m.  TIm  deed  of  Pradenoe  Id«ii4 
iiAded  lOtb  Nov;  K  LH.  C.  Ui.  20.  WniMin^  letlar  to  Got.  Winthnip 
oo  tlie  •dyaefc  it  d«tod  Oct.  28th. 
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CHAP.  The  annals  of  crime  have  rarely  contained  a  moro 
.^J^  atrocious  murder  than  was  committed  near  Providence, 
103  8.  upon  the  person  of  an  Indian,  by  four  Kngliflh.  icom  Ply- 
mouth  in  the  fbUo^nring  summer.  The  mutdereis  were 
taken  at  Aquidneck,  and  Mr.  WilliatDB,  writing  to  Gov, 
Winihrop  for  advice  as  to  where  they  should  he  tried, 
gives  the  particulars  of  the  tragedy.'  One  escaped.  The 
remaining  three  were  sent  to  l^iyiiumth,  tried  and  exe- 
cuted. The  chief  interest  of  tlio  affair  at  tliis  day  rclateti 
to  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  to  the  diverse  reasons 
assigned  for  having  the  trial  at  Plymouth.  Williams 
thought  they  should  be  tried  at  Aquidneck,  where  they 
were  taken,  and  if  not  they  should  be  sent  to  Plymouth, 
where  they  belonged.  The  Aquidneck  settlers  desiicd  to 
send  them  to  Providence,  where  the  crime  was  commit- 
ted, and  this  certainly  was  the  correct  view.  Gov.  Win- 
throp  advised  that  they  l)e  delivered  to  Plymoiitli  if  sent 
for,  otherwise  that  the  riiigluiider  he  p^iveu  up  to  the  In- 
dians, and  the  other  three  be  detained  till  further  consid- 
eration, and  gives  as  his  reasons  that  there  was  no  English 
jurisdiction  where  the  crime  was  committed,  and  no  gov* 
emment  at  the  island  where  the  criminals  were  arrested.* 
Plymouth  also  ai)])lied  to  Maesachusetts  for  advice,  and 
the  Secretary  assigns  opposite  reasons  from  those  given 
by  Guv.  Wintlirej)  liimself  for  his  advice,  and  very  dif- 
ferent ones  from  any  that  could  have  influenced  the 
Arpiidneck  people  in  surrendering  the  prisoners.  He  says 
the  Massachusetts  refused  to  try  them  because  the  crime 
was  committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Plymouth,  and 
that  the  Rhode  Island  men  having  taken  them,  delivered 
them  to  Plymouth    on  the  same  grotmds."" 

The  birth  of  Mr.  Williauib'  eldebt  buu,  wiid  to  lie  the 
first  male  child  burn  of  English  parents  in  Rhode  Islaiul, 
took  place  in  the  autuom  of  this  year.    He  was  named 

>  8  M.  H.  C.  iiL  170-3.         *  Wintlmp'a  Joonud,  L  267. 
'  Morton's  Meuorift],  p.  206. 
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Frovidenoe.  The  &8t  English  ehild  horn  in  the  colony  char 
was  a  female,  in  the  same  year,  but  a  few  months  pre- 

ykm  to  the  birth  of  Providence  Williams.  16  3d. 

The  period  liad  iKnv  arrived  when  a  church  was  to  be 
orsranized  in  the  new  plantations.  That  idigious  sendees 
had  not  previously  been  neglected  in  their  exile,  we  may 
fiutly  infer  from  the  character  of  the  people  and  the  ear- 
nest nature  of  their  l^er,  himself  an  ordained  preacher 
of  the  Gospel,  as  also  was  Thomas  James,  another  of  the 
original  proprietors.  And  we  know  too  that  Mr.  Black- 
stone,  also  a  reifular  minister,  residing  within  six  miles  of 
Providence,  wa:s  in  tlie  hal)it  of  visitinty  the  settlement 
for  this  pui-])ose.  At>  the  views  entertained  Ijy  tlie  Provi- 
dence coloniiits  differed  so  widely  from  those  of  their  Pu- 
ritan brethren  in  other  respects,  a  similar  Tazianoe  may 
be  looked  iot  in  their  religioas  belief ;  and  as  they  had 
Institated  a  dTil  gOTemment  on  piinciples  entirely  novel 
in  that  age,  so  were  they  abotit  to  establish  an  ecclesias- 
tical  system,  approaching,  more  nearly,  as  they  consider- 
ed, to  that  of  the  primitive  chnrch,  than  any  then  exist- 
ing in  the  new  world.  Gov,  Wintlimp  says  :  "  Many  of 
Boston  and  others,  who  were  of  Mr<^.  Hutchiuson'a  judg- 
ment and  party,  removed  to  the  isle  of  Aqniday ;  and 
others,  who  were  of  the  rigid  separation,  and  savored  s. 
anabaptism,  removed  to  Providence,  so  as  those  parts  be- 
gan to  be  well  peopled/'  Some  time  between  this  date  ^^^^ 
and  the  following  spring,  when  the  account  of  the  bap-  16. 
tism  of  Williams,  Hulliman  ainl  ten  others^  is  reconled 
hy  \Viiitlirt>[>,  the  event  then  related  occurred,  whicli 
places  the  fonnation  of  the  tirst  Baptist  church  in  Amer- 
ica prn}>ably  in  the  autumn  of  1638,  and  certainly  prior 
to  the  16th  of  March,  1639.' 

'  These  twelve  were  Roger  Williiims,  Ezckiel  HoIUman,  WilH«ia  Arnold, 
WinUm  Huris,  Stakaly  Woitcott,  John  Ovaen,  Richud  WatemiAii,  ThomM 
JnBMr  RdbMt  Cote,  WlUbm  CHrpenter,  FwieU  Werton  And  Tbomu  Olnej. 

•^BentdicVt  Hittory  of  Ji<t]jtist»t  L  478. 

*  An  iotarMtiog  diaeaBaion  ooenmd  a  few  jean  unoe  between  the  Fint 
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CHAP.  The  growth  of  the  colony  soon  rendered  a  purely 
,J^'-^  democratic  govemment  impiacticable.  Too  oneroufl  for 
1 640.  the  indmdual  and  too  feeble  ibr  the  purposes  of  the  State, 
it  was  reluctantly  and  cautiously  abandoned.  The  jeal- 
ousy of  delegated  power  is  conspicuous  in  the  instrument 
that  authorized  it,  m  well  as  in  the  frequent  elections  by 
which  it  provided  for  a  elioice  uf  the  "  disposers."  The 
necessity  of  some  change  was  apparent,  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Providence  to  con* 
eider  certain  difficulties  that  had  arisen  in  regard  to  a  di* 
vision  of  the  lands,  to  adjust  the  same,  and  to  report  a 
form  of  future  government  for  the  action  of  the  town. 
This  rcjiort,  consisting  of  twelve  articles  of  agreement, 
was  accepted  liy  the  peojtle,  thirty-nine  of  whose  signa- 
tures are  attached  to  the  only  copy  in  existence,  certified 
by  the  town  clerk  twenty-two  years  later.*  It  was  but  a 
slight  departure  from  the  primitive  democracy,  still  it 

iiapti.st  Cliurchcs  of  TroviJcuce  unJ  Newport,  the  iutter  claiiuiug  scmurit^-, 
eontniy  to  reoeiv«d  opiniotis  and  the  vactirds  <^  tiw  Wimn  Asioeialion.  A 
report  to  tiio  AnocUitioni  wm  undo  in  1S49,  stating  tho  groundi  of  Ao  New* 
portdaim.   Thu  leport  was  ably  loAited  tij  the  Rev.  Dn.  Gfanger  and  Cae> 
well  and  Prof.  Gaminell,  a  coinmittee  in  bdialf  of  the  Providence  chnreh, 
and  their  review  presented  to  the  Warren  Association  at  its  next  annual  meet- 
ing, Sept.  iL'rh,  1850,  and  printed  in  pamphlet  form  soon  after.    In  Novem- 
ber of  the  same  yemr,  Kev.  S.  Adlam,  pastor  of  tin?  Newport  church,  publiehcii  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  *'  The  First  Baptist  Cliurcli  in  Providence  Not  the  oldest  of 
the  Bapti£t3  in  America.^'  This  l«  a  veiy  ingeniooe  attempt  to  show,  1st,  That 
the  prewnt  First  Baptist  Ghnrch  is  not      onginal  dmich  vefenred  to  in  the 
text,  hat  a  aeeeder  ficom  an  (dder  ohnroh.  2d,  That  this  older  chnrcb  cUs^ 
pt  ii  red  abont  1718,  and  3d,  That  the  Newport  church  is  older  than  either  of  them. 
riiL  la*t  proposition,  at  lea^st,  proves  too  much,  for  Wiuthrop  settles  the  fact 
of  the  fomi;vtii>ii  of  a  Fjaj  tlst  i/tmrch  at  Providence  prior  to  Kith  March,  1G39, 
while  the  town  uf  Newport  wms  nut  fonnrled  till  May  Ist,  n\  wcfk^  after- 
ward.   Maojr  of  the  facts  relied  on  to  sustain  these  positions  will  be  found  to 
he  already  answered  in  the  e(nninittee*s  Beview,  and  ^  additional  statements 
are  well  weighed  by        Hemy  Jaduon,  D.  D.,  in  "  Chnrchee  in  Rhode 
Island,*  pp.  15--S2, 79-SS,  95  and  122,  28.   Mr.  Adlam*a  pamphlet  it  a  fine 
■peoision  of  In.-^todcal  reasoning^  requirlni;  na  intimate  knowledge  of  tho 
times  and  subject,  and  some  experience  in  critical  anal  vMs,  to  detect  the  er- 
rors in  it^  premi-cs  and  the  ccnsoqoent  fallAcy  of  its  conclusions. 
*  Staple's  Annals,  p.  iO-'d. 


Digitized  by  Google 


VOBM  OF  QOYXRNMKNT  ALTERED. 


109 


Ibima  an  era  in  our  colomal  history,  and  for  aereral  years  chap. 
oonstitated  tbe  town  government. 

The  first  article  fixes  the  bounds  between  Pawtuxet  l  «40. 
proprietors  and  those  of  Providence.  The  second  pre- 
scribes tliat  ii\Q  men  be  apjiointed  by  the  town  to  tlispose 
of  the  common  landB^  and  to  do  the  general  business  of 
the  town,  but  in  leceiTing  freemen  they  are  first  to  notify 
the  inhabitants,  lest  any  objections  should  exist  against 
the  applicant.  If  any  one  felt  aggrieTed  by  the  action 
of  the  disposers/'  he  could  appeal  to  the  town  meeting. 
A  town  clerk  was  to  be  chosen  in  addition  to  these  five 
selectmen,  and  the  guaranty  of  lil)erty  of  conscience  is 
again  expressly  given.  The  next  two  articles  provide  for 
the  settlement  of  all  })iivate  diiiiculties  by  arbitration^ 
and  empowered  the  five  disposers  to  appoint  arbitrators 
when  either  of  the  disputants  refuses  to  do  so.  The  fifth 
requires  all  the  inhabitants  to  unite  in  pursuit  of  any  de- 
linquent. The  sixth  enables  any  party,  aggrieved  by  the 
acts  of  any  one  of  the  "  disposers/'  to  call  a  town  meet- 
inj?,  in  case  of  an  emergency.  Bv  the  seventh  article  all 
land  couvc  jances  from  the  tuwn  were  to  be  made  by  the 
five  selectmen.  The  next  two  articles  provide  for  moutlily 
meetings  of  the  selectmen  or  disposers/'  and  quarterly 
meetings  of  the  town,  at  which  the  former  were  to  render 
their  accounts  and  a  new  election  to  be  had.  The  fees  of 
the  clerk  and  his  term  of  office,  to  be  one  year,  are  the 
eubjcctij  of  the  tenth  article.  The  eleventh  quiets  all 
prior  land  titles.  The  last  article  levies  a  tax  of  thirty 
shillings  upon  all  iuhabitants  of  the  town. 

The  provisions  for  elections,  and  for  a  revifiion  of  the 
acts  of  the  disposers at  quarterly  town  meetings,  and 
for  extra  town  meetings  in  the  brief  intervals,  to  redress 
any  private  grievance  inflicted  by  the  selectmen,  or  any 
one  of  them,  are  remarkable  proofs  of  the  tenacity  with 
which  the  founders  of  Providence  held  in  their  own  hands 
the  reins  of  delegated  power.    The  largest  liberty  of  the 
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CHAP,  citizen^  civil  as  well  as  religious,  consistent  with  the  exist- 
ence  of  Bociety,  was  their  cherished  object^  and  one  which 

1640.  they  protected  with  the  jealoosy  of  men  escaped  from  the 
tyranny  of  a  chnrch  and  state  combination.    Bnt  the 

c'lcincnt  of  strength  wlucli  it  was  souglit  to  embody  in  the 
new  system  was  not  there.  The  pnssioDR  of  men  were 
not  restrained^  and  the  crude  ideas  of  many  who  sought 
the  new  colony  as  a  refuge  from  oppression,  were  not  defi- 
nitely shaped  by  this  new  agreement  Latitude  of  opin- 
ion upon  fundamental  points  of  cItiI  government  stUl 

iQ^i^  existed.  Theories  subversive  of  all  legal  restraint  were 
broached,  and  although  the  angry  discussions  which  they 
proiluced  resulted  in  the  trium])li  of  social  ordei,  i]ioy 
gave  occasion  for  the  calumny  that  at  Providence  they 
denied  all  magistracy  and  churches."  The  doctrine  that 
conscience  was  to  be  the  sole  guide  of  the  individual^  in 
civil  as  well  as  in  religious  matters,  was  held  by  some  who 
did  not  see  clearly  the  distinction  as  it  existed  in  the 
mind  of  Roger  Williams.  In  the  neighboring  colonies 
these  perversions  of  the  idea  of  soul  lil)erty  were  macrni- 
fied,  and  tlie  disorder  that  threatened  during  tlie  discus- 
sions, wliich  finally  ended  in  the  united  triumph  of  reli- 
gious liberty,  and  social  law^  was  misrepresented  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  established  system  in  the  State.  Any  attempt 
to  enforce  the  laws  was  attended  with  danger  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  settlement,  so  much  so,  that  on  several  occa- 
sions aid  from  abroad  was  solicited  to  sustiiin  the  deci- 

jj^y  sions  of  arbitrators  legally  appointed,  in  accirdance  with 
17  the  new  form  of  government.  The  earliest  instance  of 
this  impolitic  action  is  found  in  a  letter  from  thirteen  of 
the  colonists  addressed  to  the  Massachusetts,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  Gorton  and  his  partisans,  one  of  whorn^ 
Francis  Weston,  had  refused  to  submit  to  the  arbitra** 
tion  of  eight  men  orderly  chosen."  To  enforce  their  de- 
cree a  levy  was  made  (m  Weston's  cattle.  A  riot  ensued, 
in  which  some  blood  was  spilt  and  a  rescue  ejected  by  his 
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friends,  who  then  openly  declared  that  a  similar  result  chap. 
shonld  follow  any  attempt  to  attach  any  property  of  theirs.  .J^;^, 
The  writen  niige  the  necessity  of  the  case  as  the  reason  1  ^^i* 
for  their  asking  assistance  and  ad^ce.'  In  reply  the  gov- 
ernment of  Massacluisetts  (lec'lincil  to  send  aid,  because 
liiCY    could  not  levy  any  war  witliout  a  general  Court 
and  *^  for  counsel,  that  except  they  did  submit  themselves 
to  fiome  jurisdiction,  either  Plymouth,  or  ours,  we  had  no 
oaUing  or  wanant  to  interpose  in  their  contentions,  but  if 
they  were  once  subject  to  any,  then  they  had  a  calling  to 
protect  them."   How  such  a  submission  by  any  inhabit- 
ants of  Rhode  Island  could  operate  to  extend  the  Massa- 
chusetts charter  l>eyond  its  ])rescril)ed  limits,  or,  if  it 
could  do  so,  ihivv  any  of  the  people  could  invite  such  a 
uaurpatiou  we  cannot  understand. 

A  few  months  after  this  aiTair  four  of  the  principal  i  f  ^2. 
inhabitants,  then  resident  at  Pawtuxet,  dissatisfied  with 
the  conduct  of  Gorton  and  his  company,  who  had  moved 
to  their  neighborhood,  offered  themselves  and  their  lands 
to  tiie  L:;ov(.'rnnir>nt  cand  protection  of  Massachusetts,  and 
were  received  l)v  tlie  General  Court.  These  were  Wil- 
liam  Arnold,  Robert  Cole  ,  William  Carpenter  and  Bene- 
dict Arnold.  The  first  three  were  among  the  original 
purchaseiB.  The  last  was  the  son  of  the  first^named. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  General  Court  as  justices  of 
the  peace. ^  Thus  a  foreign  jurisdiction  was  set  up  in  the 
very  midst  of  the  infant  colony,  which  greatly  increased 
the  diiiiculties  of  its  existence,  and  continued  for  sixteen 
yenrs  to  hamss  the  inhabitants  of  ProviiU  nce,  and  thrcat- 
ea  the  p(  ace  of  Rhode  Island  long  after  the  Parliamen- 
taiy  charter  had  secured  to  the  people  the  right  of  self- 
gofvemment.*   The  motives  of  the  Court  in  this  act  are 

*  Mktt.  CoL  Rea  2,  27. 

*It  WMoattni  IC.')8  that  this  nunatural  condition  of  things  was  t«nni- 
Bated  npi>n  the  pctitioi)  of  Wm.  Arnold  niid  Wiu.  Carpenter  in  behalf  of  them- 
tdrm  Mxni  all  the  inhabitants  of  Pawtuxet,  asking  for  a  Ml  diachazge  of  their 
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CHAP,  stated  bj  the  Governor  to  be    partly  to  secure  these  men 
from  unjost  violence,  and  partly  to  draw  in  the  test  in 
1 642.  those  parts,  either  under  ourselves  or  Pl3miouth,  who  now 

lived  under  no  rfovi  i  iniitiit,  but  grew  very  offensive,  a-uel 
the  ]>1nee  was  likely  to  ])e  of  use  to  us,  eh»[»ecially  il'  we 
Bliould  have  occasion  of  sending  out  against  any  Indians 
of  Narmganset^  and  likewise  for  an  ontlet  into  the  Nar> 
laganset  Bay,  and  seeing  it  came  without  oar  seekmg,  and 
would  be  no  charge  to  us,  we  thought  it  not  -wisdom  to 

Oct.  let  it  slip."  In  a  few  weeks  a  letter  was  addressed  by 
Massachusetts  **  to  our  neighbors  of  Providence,"  inform- 
ing them  of  this  submission  of  the  Pawtuxet  men,  noti- 
fying]^ them  that  the  Courts  were  open  f  n*  tlie  trial  of  niiy 
complaints  against  these  men,  and  accompanied  with  the 
assurance  that  equal  justice  should  there  be  rendeied|  and 
with  the  threat  that  if  violence  were  resorted  to  against 
them  it  would  be  repelled  in  like  manner.^  Tbis  official 
demonstration  of  the  grasping  policy  of  Massachusetts 
alanucd  the  colonists,  who  naturally  preferred  their  own 
system  of  arbitration  t«>  the  decisi'tu  ui' Courts  in  another, 
and  as  they  had  good  reason  to  consider,  a  hostile  juris- 

m2S.  diction,  Gorton  and  his  companions,  who,  as  the  parties 
*is!  specially  complained  of,  deemed  this  letter  to  be  aimed 
directly  at  them,  shortly  removed  beyond  the  limits  cf 
Providence,  and  purchasing  from  the  Indians  lands  at 
Bbawomet,  south  of  Pawtuxet,  commenced  the  settle- 
Ki.  ut  of  Wanvick.  But  tlie  rest  which  tlicy  sought  was 
(li'iiiod  them  in  their  last  retreat.  The  persecution  of 
their  enemies  1o11ow(hI  them  to  the  homes  which  the 
heathen,  in  pity  for  their  sufferings,  had  liestowed.  A 
dark  contrast  between  the  kindness  of  the  savages  and 
the  cruelty  of  their  civilized  brethren,  is  presented  in  the 
early  history  of  the  Warwick  settlement. 

enbTTiis.-ion  to  the  Ma-sachusett-;  juris  lictiua,  which  wa*  granted  at  the  Mar 
session.    M.  0.  R,  V.  4,  Part  i.,  p.  3:53 

'  The  letter  is  published  in  2  11.  L  II.  Col.,  p.  53,  aud  in  Staplo'i  AnnftLi 
cf  Pror.,  p.  47. 
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The  three  colonies  now  exi^stiTig  in  Rhode  Island  were  ctiap. 
Independent  of  each  other.   They  felt  the  necessity  of 
nnion  in  case  of  an  Indian  war  which  constantly  threat-  1 648. 
ened,  and  perhaps  a  still  greater  need  of  an  authorized 

government,  which  should  cause  their  rights  to  be  re- 
spected by  their  neii^^hbors.  As  yet  each  settlement  de- 
pended solely  u])(>ii  the  coiipcnt  of  its  inhabitants  for  the 
efficiency  nf  its  government,  and  this  basis  was  not  recog- 
nized by  the  Puritan  colonies  as  valid.  The  only  ties 
that  honnd  them  together  were  those  of  a.  common  dan- 
ger from  the  Indians,  the  memory  of  snfferings  endnred 
in  a  common  cause,  and  the  peril  to  their  existence  as  a 
State,  which  threatened  all  alike  from  the  ambitious  poli- 
cy of  the  surrounding  colonics.  To  j^triMiLcfhon  their  po- 
sition at  home,  to  fortify  theuis  'Ives  against  ciicmaelnnents 
from  abroad,  and  above  all  to  secure  the  enjoyment  of  tliat 
liberty  of  conscience  for  which  they  had  suffered  so  much 
and  wete  destined  to  endure  still  more,  they  songht  from 
the  British  Pariiament  a  charter  which  shonld  recognize 
their  acts  of  self-goyertiment  as  legal,  and  invest  with  the 
sanction  of  authority  the  novel  experiment  they  had  com- 
menced. The  movement  was  made  by  the  colony  at  ^^V^- 
Acquedueck.  Providence  united  in  it,  and  Roger  Wil- 
liams was  selected  as  the  agent.  Early  in  the  following 
summer  he  embarked  at  New  York  in  a  Dutch  ship  for  i648. 
England,  bding  compelled  to  this  course  by  the  reliisal  of 
Massachusetts  to  permit  him  to  pass  through  their  limits, 
or  to  take  passage  in  one  of  their  vessels.  He  arrived  in 
the  mid«t  of  the  civil  war.  The  King  hud  already  fled, 
and  the  Long  Parliament  ruled  the  realm  of  Encrland. 
The  administration  of  the  colonies  was  intrusted  to  a 
committee,  of  which  the  Earl  of  Warwick  was  chairman, 
with  the  office  and  title  of  "  Govcraor-in-Chief  and  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  the  Colonies."  His  efforts  with  this  '  o 
committee  resulted  in  obtaining  a  charter  uniting  the  i^i^  j 
three  Rhode  Island  colonies,  as  "  The  Incorporation  of  14, 
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CHAP.  Providence  Plantations  in  the  Narraganset  Bay  in  New 
England."*    The  ftmval  of  Mr.  Williams  with  this  all- 

1 644.  important  document  was  the  occasion  of  general  lejoidng. 
Bj  virtue  of  an  official  letter  to  the  Maaeachusetts^  which 
he  hrouglit  with  him,*  he  landed  in  Boston,  and  was  al- 

Sept  ^^^^^  *^  proceed  unmolested  to  Lis  homu,  Tliis  letter 
17.  however  iViiled,  in  its  chief  object,  to  jnoduce  a  relaxation 
of  the  stern  policy  of  the  Bay  towards  the  I'onnder  ul'  the 
"  heretical  colony."  Hubbard,  in  his  History  of  New 
England^  says  :  Upon  the  receipt  of  the  said  letter  the 
Governor  and  Magistrates  of  the  Massachusetts  founds 
upon  examination  of  their  hearts,  they  saw  no  reason  to 
condemn  themselves  for  any  former  proceedings  against 
^Ir.  Williams  ;  but  for  any  ofHcos  of  Christian  love  and 
duties  of  hunuuiity,  they  were  very  willing  to  maintain  a 
mutual  correspondency  with  him.  But  as  to  his  danger- 
ous principles  of  separation,  unless  he  can  he  brought  to 
lay.  them  down,  they  see  no  reason  why  to  concede  to  him, 
or  any  so  penuaded,  free  liberty  of  ingress  and  egress, 
lest  any  of  their  people  should  be  drawn  away  with  his 
erroneous  opinions." 

He  ].ass»'(l  quietly  through  the  unfriendly  territory, 
whui^e  people  he  had  already  once  preserved,  and  from. 

*  With  respect  to  the  exact  date  of  this  charter  tliere  is  some  difference 
of  opinion,  eviiJctitly  rrm?pfi  hy  the  carelessness  of  transcrihors.  It  is  pub- 
lished ill  the  2d  aud  4th  vols,  of  li.  I.  II.  Col.,  dnte^i  17th  Mnroh.  The  .'M 
IL  I.  11.  CoL,  Httzard'd  Stute  Papjrs,  aud  2  M.  II.  C.  vol  S>,  print  it  witli  the 
dftte  of  14th  Mueh.  Varioiw  wiiten  bave  followed  tmeh  of  tiiew  nnlliori- 
ties.  The  latter^  hoiraver,  is  the  ooirect  dote,  u  ablj  signed  bj  the  lesnied 
and  aoenrate  editor  of  Winthrop*s  Journal  in  a  note,  voL  ii.,  p.  236,  edit. 
1853.  The  fact  that  the  T  7th  March  lG4;i-4  fell  on  Sunday,  not  a  legal  day 
of  date,  is  of  itself  conclusive  again.'it  that  date.  The  Avriter,  in  the  course 
of  his  investif^tioua  in  the  Briti-h  State  Paper  Office  at  London,  examined 
the  oilicial  M.S.  charter  there  preserved.  It  hears  date  14tli  M  m  h.  'Hiis 
positive  evidence,  aside  from  the  negative  proof  adduced  hjr  Mr.  i>;i\  »»ge,  ap- 
pears to  settle  the  qaestioo.  The  charter  was  signed  oo  Thursday,  14tii 
Maioh,  1648-4. 

*  The  letter  is  giren  io  Winibrop)  3, 198  (286L) 
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▼horn  he  was  destined  flhortly,  for  the  second  time,  to  chap  ' 

avert  the  honors  of  Indian  war,  and  reached  Providence 

By  the  same  lonte  that  eight  years  before  he  had  pursued,  1 644, 

a  homeless  wanderer,  depcndcut  on  tlie  kindness  of  the 
red  man.  His  entry  was  like  a  triiun|»hal  march.  Four- 
teen canoes,  filled  with  the  exulting  population  of  Provi- 
den<;e,  met  him  at  Seekonk,  and  escorted  him  across  the 
river,  while  the  air  was  rent  with  shouts  of  welcome. 
How  the  contrast  which  a  few  short  years  had  wrought  in 
an  around  him  must  have  pressed  upon  his  mind,  and 
more  than  all  the  feeling  that  the  five  companions  of  his 
exile,  and  those  who  liad  followed  lUcui,  were  now  raised, 
hr  the  charter  he  had  brought,  from  the  condition  of  de- 
spised and  persecuted  outcasts  to  the  rank  of  an  inde- 
pendent State  1 

During  the  absence  of  Mr.  Williams  an  event  of  great  ^^^^ 
importance  in  its  effect  on  the  welfare  of  the  colonists  oc- 
curred. This  was  the  murder  of  Miantinomi,  the  faith- 
ful ally  of  the  English  and  the  stead&st  friend  of  Bhode 
Island.  A  union  for  mutual  assistance,  to  which  we  shall 
n-i\-r  more  fully  in  the  succeeding  chapter,  was  formed  hy 
tlie  other  New  Ensrlnnd  colonics,  and  from  which  tlie 

\ray 

Bhode  Island  settlements  were  excluded,  upon  grounds  that  19. 
reflect  no  credit  upon  the  Puritan  confederates.  The 
prospect  of  Indian  war  was  the  most  urgent  cause  for 
this  union,  and  the  exclusion  of  Bhode  Island  was  a  vir- 
tual abandonment  of  her  inhabitants  to  the  chances  of 
savage  warfare.  A  war  broke  out  between  Uncas,  sachem  j^j^ 
of  the  Mohegans,  and  Sequasson,  a  sachem  on  the  Con- 
Tiet  ticut  river,  who  wan  an  ally  of  Miantinomi.  Both 
parties  appealed  to  the  Enp^lish,  who  declared  theii  inten- 
tion to  remain  neutral.  Miantinomi  espoused  the  cause 
cf  his  ally  against  Uncas,  his  hereditaiy  foe,  and  applied 
to  the  GFovemor  of  Massachusetts,  "  to  know  if  he  would 
be  offended  if  he  made  war  upon  Uncas  ?  "  The  GK)v- 
emor  replied,  "  If  Uncas  had  done  him  or  his  ftiends 


Lviyui^LU  Ly  Google 


116  HI8T0BY  OF  THX  STATE  OF  BHOOE  IBLAXD, 

CHAP.  wxoDg  and  would  not  give  flatisfactiiHiy  we  Bbould  leave 
■  ^y^. .  him  to  take  bis  own  cooise."  That  the  high  spirited  sa- 
1 648.  chem  of  the  Narragansets  should  have  thus  asked  leave; 

as  it  were,  to  exercise  the  right  of  a  sovereign  Prince 
against  his  enemies,  is  explained  1  y  the  existence  ot'  a 
treaty  formed  six  years  before,  when  he  aided  the  £nglish 
to  crush  the  Pequots.  The  whole  career  of  tln^  haughty 
chieftain^  in  his  intercourse  with  the  English,  displays  the 
nicest  sentiment  of  honor,  blended  with  a  proper  regard 
for  his  own  dignity  aind  abeolnte  sovereignty.  He  re- 
garded every  article  of  the  treaty  he  had  made  as  binding 
to  the  last  hour  of  liis  life,  not  only  in  its  tenns  but  in 
its  spirit,  and  expected,  tliougli  unfortunately,  and  as  it 
proved  latally  to  himself,  to  receive  from  his  civilized  al- 
lies an  equally  honorable  conduct.  He  had  been  repeat- 
edly the  guest  of  the  authorities  at  Boston,  and  his  de- 
portment on  those  occasions,  as  well  as  in  his  own  domin- 
ions, when  receiving  embassies  from  the  English,  was  such 
as  to  win  the  confidence  and  command  the  admiration  of 
1642.  those  with  whom  he  nesrotiated.  But  of  late  suspieiuns 
-^«g-  ]^Q,[  ])een  cxeited  in  tlie  mind  of  the  General  Court,  by 
intelligence  from  ( Tinecticut,  F].rcad,  as  it  appears,  by 
the  intng:ues  of  the  Mohegans.^  At  a  summons  from  the 
Sept  Court  Miantinomi  promptly  attended,  and  vindicated  his 
innocence,  demanding  to  be  confronted  with  his  accusem, 
.  and  charging  tineas  as  the  author  of  the  calumny.  The 
Court  were  satisfied  and  Miantinomi  was  liuiiorahlv  dis- 
missed.  A  fatal  act  of  kimlnei^s  soon  afterward  peiiurmed 
by  him,  in  selling  Shawomet  to  the  arch  heretic  Gorton, 
seems  to  have  inclined  the  Massachusetts  more  readily  to 
entertain  suspicions  of  their  high-irouled  ally,  and  to  have 
had  no  little  weight  in  causing  his  death.  However  this 
IQ^Q  may  be,  the  leading  events  are  w^ll  known.  Uncas  at^ 
July,  tacked  Sequasson.  Miantinomi  took  the  field  with  one 
thousand  warriurB,  and  was  defeated  in  a  bloody  action. 

'  An  aoeonnt  of  thi«  plot  is  gtvon  in  8  M.  H.  C,  8^  181^* 
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* 

By  the  tieaclifity  of  two  of  his  captaiDB  he  was  deliTered  chap. 
up  to  TJnoas.   An  effort  to  obtain  his  nmsom  was  made  .J^. 

by  his  subjects,  and  also  by  Gorton.    Upon  this  Uncas  1648. 
carried  him  to  Hartford,  where  at  his  own  entreaty  he 
was  left  as  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  Eiil^HsU,  till  the 
Cominisaoners  of  the  Uuited  Colonies  met  at  Boston. 

By  them  his  iate  was  deoided.  They  were  all  of 
opmion  that  it  would  not  be  saifo  to  set  him  at  Hberfy^ 
neither  had  we  sufficient  gronnd  for  us  to  put  him  to 
deatii.  In  this  difficulty  we  called  in  five  of  the  most  ju- 
dicious elders,  and  propounding  the  case  to  them,  they  all 
agreed  that  he  oiic^ht  to  be  put  to  death  ;  and  we  agreed 
that,  upon  the  return  of  the  commissioners  to  Hartford, 
they  should  send  for  Uncas  and  tell  him  our  determina- 
tion, that  Miantinomi  should  be  delivered  to  him  again, 
and  he  should  put  him  to  death  so  soon  as  he  came  within 
his  own  jurisdiction,  and  that  two  English  shoold  go 
along  with  him  to  see  the  execution,  and  that  if  any  In- 
diiins  fchould  invade  lilm  for  it,  we  would  send  men  to  de- 
fend him."  The  sentence  was  executed  in  its  tij^'in't  and 
letter  by  the  savage  Uncas.'  Thus  fell  the  most  power- 
ful of  the  native  princes,  and  the  most  faithful  and  hon- 
orable ally  with  whom  the  English  had  ever  dealt.  Un- 
skilled in  theological  subtleties,  he  received  all  alike,  with 
a  noble  charity  which  might  be  called  Christian,  did  it 
not  contrast  so  strangely  with  the  cruelty  towards  their 
brethren,  of  those  M  ho  claimed  the  name  and  asserted  the 
prerogative  ol  the     Saints/'    Perhaps  it  was  the  igno- 

'  Tlie  particolars  of  this  atrocions  fmerific*?  are  f»ivcn  by  Trnrnhull,  Hi?t. 
.if  ("•mri,,  j.  ISa.  A  jiwtly  «f»ver(?  triticisTii  on  the  authors  uf  tlic  outriiLre  is 
peuacd  by  Mr.  i^avage  in  a  Bote  on  pp.  voL  ii.,  edit  1853,  ol"  Win- 

throp's  JonnuL  TIm  seftthing  vemtriu  of  &e  «^tor,  hoiixmbltt  ilike  to  bim« 
•df  and  to  humaiiitj,  oome  vidi  %  bettor  graos  fiom  a  HaHMboMtto  man 
tiiaa  Buj  eommento  firom  a  ton  of  Shodo  Idaod  oonld  do— who  will  find 
enough  b^slda  to  denounce  in  the  co/uluct  of  the  Puritans  towards  his  Slate, 
altboagh  noUiing  more  needleadj  eroel  than  the  olerioo-jiididal  murder  here 
reoofded. 
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CHAP,  nuxce  of  this  barbarian  upon  points  of  abstiact  belief 
.jy.;^  that  made  bim  so  libeial  a  protector  of  hereey/'  To 
1 648.  him  and  to  his  uncle,  the  sage  CanonicuBy  who  enrviyed 
him  fonr  years,  Bhode  Island  owes  more  than  to  all  oth- 
ers, Christ iau  or  lieatlien,  fur  tlie  preservation  of  the  lives 
of  her  founders.  The  immediate  executioner  of  this  re- 
morseless edict  was  rewarded  for  his  fidelity,  liiij  abet- 
tors had  reason  afterwards  to  deploie  their  impolitic 
haste. 

While  these  events  were  takmg  place  in  the  colonies, 
a  yet  more  dangerous  influence  was  at  work  in  England 
to  f<nl  the  efforts  of  Williams  at  obtaining  the  charter 

that  was  to  establish  the  indeiiendence  of  Rhode  Island. 
The  Massachusetts  goveniiueut  were  attempting  to  an- 
nex, by  a  similar  patent,  the  whole  soil  of  Rhode  Island 
to  their  jurisdiction,  and  thereby  to  legalize  their  acts  of 
^^^^*  usorpation.  The  effort  was  so  far  successful  that  a  char- 
ter was  actually  obtained  from  the  Colonial  pommittee, 
adding  to  the  patent  of  Massachusetts  the  whole  of  what 
is  now  the  State  of  Bhode  Island,  and  expressly  including 
the  Narraganset  country,  tliree  mouths  before  the  Khcxle 
Island  cliarter  was  granted.  The  re^dons  assigned  for  this 
act  in  the  body  of  the  instrument  arc  the  excessive  charges 
to  which  the  Massachusetts  planters  had  been  subjected 
in  founding  their  oolonyy  its  rapid  growth,  requiring  an 
expansion  of  its  territory^  and  the  desire  to  ChristianijBe 
the  natives.  By  what  means  this  patent  was  obtained^  or 
how,  so  soon  afterwards,  the  same  territory  was  erected 
into  an  independent  govci  iiment,  and  no  reference  made 
to  the  ])re\iuLis  grant  to  Maspachupetts,  altliough  the 
boimdaries  are  described  in  precisely  the  same  language 
in  the  two  documents,  or  yet  why  no  allusion  is  made  to 
it  on  the  records  of  Massachusetts,  for  n^ore  than  twenty 
months  after  it  was  granted,  are  points  which  cannot  now 
be  determined.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Karra^ 
gansct  patent,  as  it  was  termed,  provides  a  reservation  of 
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all  lands  previously  granted,  "  and  in  present  possession  chap. 
held  and  enjoyed  by  any  of  His  Majesty's  Protestant  sub-  ^..^.^ 
jects,"  while  the  Providence  charter,  dated  three  months  16  48 
later,  contains  no  such  proviso.  In  the  Narraganset  pa- 
tent this  proviso,  so  far  as  relates  to  lands  "  heretofore 
lawftiUy  granted,"  is  mere  surplusage,  no  grants  ever  hav- 
ing been  made  within-  the  described  territory  by  the  Brit- 
ish government,  unless  intended  to  secure  the  grantees 
under  the  original  Plymouth  company,  who,  as  before 
stated,  when  about  to  throw  up  their  charter,  had  made 
extensive  sales  within  what  they  claimed  as  their  pro- 
priety, among  which  was  one  to  the  Manjuis  of  Hamil- 
ton, of  the  tract  from  Narraganset  Bay  to  Connecticut 
river,  including  all  the  Narraganset  country.  But  if  this 
was  the  intention  of  the  proviso,  why  was  it  not  also  em- 
bodied in  the  Providence  cliarter  ?  The  reservation  has 
an  important  bearing,  however,  in  its  relation  to  those  in 
actual  possession,  and  could  we  disconnect  the  two  por- 
tions of  this  clause  of  the  prnviso,  it  would  explain  much 
that  now  appears  difficult  ;  for  it  would  show  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Colonial  Committee  to  extend 
the  Massachusetts  authority  over  those  who  were  ac- 
tual residents  prior  to  the  tenth  of  December,  but  only 
that  the  natural  increase  of  the  ^lassachusetts  population, 
Bj)reading  into  the  granted  territory,  might  carry  with 
them  the  protection  of  their  own  laws.  The  omission  of 
the  proviso  in  the  Providence  charter  strengthens  this 
view.  Mr.  Williams  had  no  doubt  represented  the  actual 
relations  between  the  Rhode  Island  settlers  and  their 
neighbors,  and  liis  charter,  being  absolute  and  without 
reserve,  intentionally  cancelled  that  of  December  previous. 
The  protracted  silence  of  the  ^lassachusetts  government 
seems  likewise  to  favor  this  view.    The  first  notice  that  ^ 

Aug. 

api)ears  of  the  existence  of  this  document,  is  found  in  a  27. 
letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Williams  at  Providence,  bv  onler 
of  the  council,  informing  him  that  they  had  "  lately"  re- 
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en  A IV  ceived  this  charter  from  England,  waming  liim  and  otii- 
en  DOt  to  ezerciflo  jtuiadiction  there,  or^  otherwise,  to  ox- 

1 646.  hibit  their,  authority  for  so  doing  at  the  General  Court, 
and  temporarily  remitting,  for  that  specific  purpose,  the 
decree  of  banislinicnt.*  It  is  not  the  least  vif  the  misfor- 
tunes resulting  from  the  destruction  of  the  Providence 
records  in  Philip's  war,  tliat  wo  aro  ignorant  what  leply 
was  made  to  tliis  arrogant  missive. 

Although  the  purchase  of  Providence  from  the  Narm- 
ganset  sachems  was  considered  by  the  contmctlng  parties 
as  complete,  the  settlers  were  catefttl  to  conciliate  the 
good-will  of  the  Indians  residing  within  thdr  Bmits;  or 
wlio  claimed  any  sort  of  interest  in  the  lands.  Those 
who  liad  l>uilt  wigwams  or  tilled  the  soil,  received  «;ratui- 
tics  in  addition  to  what  had  been  paid  to  tlie  .sachems, 
and  even  tlie  claim  to  sovereignty  over  a  part  of  the  land, 
asserted  by  Massasoit,  sachem  of  the  Wampanoags,  a  tribe 
subordinate  to  the  Narragansets,  several  years  after  the 

1C4G  purchase,  although  unfounded,  was  virtually  admitted, 
and  compensation  made  to  him  by  the  colonista  The 
claim  embraced  ])ortiuns  ut'  what  is  now  bmitlitield,  hut 
it  is  d(»ui)tful  whether  the  rij^^his  of  the  Wampauoiigs 
ever  extended  west  of  tho  JSeekonk  river.  A  committee, 
of  which  Boger  Williams  was  the  head,  visited  the  sa- 

g^^^  chem  to  treat  for  this  pretended  daim.  The  report  of 
10.  their  negotiation  presents  a  curious  picture  of  Indian 
shrewdness  and  importunity.  Many  years  elapsed  before 
the  last  Indian  titles  were  extinguished.  Confirmatory 
deeds  from  the  successors  of  the  first  grantors  were  taken, 
every  new  deed  retjuirini;-  soino  further  gratuity. 

In  their  sales  to  each  other  the  colonists  pursued  a 
plan  which,  however  ill-adapted  it  might  be  to  our  pres- 
ent modes  of  doing  business,  had  the  advantages  of  brevity 
and  publicity  in  a  striking  degree,  and  perhaps  better  pre- 

'  The  letter  is  printed  in  R.  I.  Col  Bee.,  i.,  133,  and  in  MaM.  CoL  Rec., 

m.,  40. 
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dflded  the  poeaUnlitj  of  tead  than  any  methods  that  have  chap. 
dnoe  been  adopted.   The  records  for  many  yeara  contain 
simply  the  date  of  the  transfer,  iJie  names  of  the  grantor  1646. 

and  grantee,  and  the  location  and  bounds  of  the  land.  A 
dozen  lines  suffice  to  contain  the  whole  transaction.  No 
consideration  is  named,  and  no  verbose  reiteration  of  con- 
veyance amplify  the  deed  to  tha  tedious  length  of  modem 
instruments.  These  transfers  were  made,  or  acknowl- 
edged, in  open  town  meeting,  and  if  the  town  approved 
the  sale  they  voted  to  record  the  deed,  which  made  the 
conveyance  valid,  hnt  if  they  disapproved  the  whole  was 
void. 

The  population  of  the  colony  lajtidly  increased;  a 
natural  effect  of  the  broad  Byt>teni  of  relipfions  freedom  es- 
tablished by  it«  foimder,  which  made  it  tho  reftxge  of 
many  who  differed  from  the  state  creed  of  its  neighbon. 
Piesident  Styles,  in  his  diaiy,  says  that  at  this  time  these 
wece  in  Providence  and  its  vicinity  one  hundred  and  one 
men  fit  to  hear  aims.  This  corresponds  precisely  to  the 
whole  number  of  proprietors  of  lioude  lots,  in  the  last 
division  of  the  lands  made  seventy-three  years  later.  But 
besides  the  ori^'nal  purchasers,  and  those  who  were  ad- 
mitted by  them  to  an  equal  share  in  tho  franchise,  many 
were  received  as  townsmen  who  had  no  interest  in  the 
lands,  and  others  were  admitted  as  twenty-five  acre  or 
quarter-light  puichaseis,  who  in  all  subdivisions  of  hind 
received  one-quarter  as  much  as  a  full  proprietor.  The  is.' 
terms  of  admission  to  the  propriety  varied  very  much  at 
ill tlL  rent  times.  The  latest  agreement  upon  the  records 
is  signed  by  twenty-eiglit  quarter-rif^ht  projirietors,  who, 
having  received  a  free  grant  of  twenty-iive  acres  each  and 
a  proportionate  right  of  common,  promise  to  obey  the 
hiws,  and  not  to  claim  any  right  to  the  purchase,  nor  any 
privilege  of  vote,  until  they  shall  be  received  as  fipeemen 
of  the  town.' 

*  staple's  AnnaJfli  60.  » 
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OHAP.  With  BO  thrifty  a  growth  and  with  a  similar  increase 
in  the  other  BettlementB^  it  is  difficult  to  imderstaiid  why 

1 646.  a  united  government  was  not  organized  immediately' upon 
receipt  of  the  charter  firom  England.   Yet  more  than  two 

and  a  half  years  elapsed  before  this  event  occurred.  The 
patent  prescribed  no  form  of  government,  nor  any  mode 
of  organization.  All  was^Icft  to  the  ])eoplo,  with  the  full- 
est powers  to  a<lopt  and  act  under  it  as  they  pleased.  It 
was  a  task  as  dehcate  and  difficult  as  it  was  impexative 
to  consolidate  the  towns.  A  spirit  of  compromise  and 
mutual  concession  was  requisite  for  the  work  Although 
the  same  causes  had  led  to  these  settlements,  they  were 
independent  of  eaeli  other  in  every  respect,  managing 
their  affairs  in  their  own  town  meetings,  and  conducting 
for  themselves,  best  they  could,  their  disj)utes  witli  the 
Puritan  eolonies.  This  very  independence  must  have 
presented  obstacles,  which  local  or  personal  jealousies 
would  ezdiance.  The  distracted  condition  of  the  mother 
country  extended  in  some  measure  to  the  colonies,  where 
parties  for  the  King  and  for  the  Parliament  existed,  al- 
though with  less  violence  than  in  England,  and  botli  ]>ar- 
ties  wunld  tear  the  effect  upon  their  charter  Uberties,  in 
case  of  the  victory  of  either.  These  reasons  may  account 
fi>r  the  delay  wluch  otherwise  would  appear  inexplicable. 
The  news  of  the  Nairaganset  patent  doubtless  had  an 
inunediate  influence  in  hastening  the  consolidation  so  es- 
sential to  their  preservation  and  to  the  maintenance  of 
lG47.  their  cherished  principles.  At  length  all  obstacles  were 
so  far  removed  that  the  four  towns.  Providence.  Ports- 
mouth, Newport  and  Warwiek  a])])ointed  commiuees  to 
meet  at  Portsmouth  on  the  eighteenth  of  May.'  A  town 
meeting  was  held  in  Providence^  at  which  Boger  Williams 
jUy  presided,  and  a  committee  of  ten  men  were  chosen  for 
this  purpose.*   The  committee  received  fiill  power  to  act 

^It  appears  by  tlie  records  that  tUc  Assemblj  was  held  on  tlie  19th,  20th 
and  21st. 

*  Thote  matt  Qngarj  Dexter,  Wflliiu  Wiokeoden,  Thonuu  Olmy,  Sob- 
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for  the  town  in  arranging  the  General  Court,  in  cbooeing  chap. 
general  officers,  and,  in  case  the  Court  Bhould  consist  of 
less  than  ten  from  each  town,  to  select  from  themselves  1647. 
tliis  lesser  number,  to  whuui  the  same  powers  arc  given. 
They  were  instructed  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  charter,  to 
signify  their  submission  to  the  terms  of  the  charter,  and 
to  such  laws  as  might  be  adopted  under  it,  to  secure  for 
the  town  the  ri^t  to  manage  its  own  affairs,  trials  of 
oaiues  and  executions,  except  such  as  might  be  reserved 
for  general  trials,  and  to  elect  its  own  oMcers,  and  to  see 
that  the  jxiwers  of  general  and  local  officers  were  clearly 
defined,  to  ])rovide  for  appeals  of  causes  to  the  (Tciieral 
Court,  and,  in  case  charters  of  incorporation  were  given 
to  the  towns  fi  r  t]ir  <>oQduct  of  their  local  business,  to 
procure  one  for  Piovidenoe  suited  to  promote  the  general 
peace  or  union  of  the  colony,  and  securing  the  equal 
lights  of  the  town  in  general  affairs.  The  instructions 
close  by  wishing  them  "  a  comfortable  voyage,  a  happy 
griccess  and  a  safe  return."  Thus  commissioned,  the  com- 
mittee.  accompanied  probably  by  a  large  proportion  of  the 
peculation  of  the  town,  embarked  in  cauues  on  thoir 
perilous  'Woyage/'  The  result  of  their  labors  opens  a 
new  chapter  in  our  work,  and  commences  the  histoiy  of 
"  The  Inooipoiation  of  Providence  Plantations  in  Narza- 
ganset  Bay  in  Kew  England." 

crt  Wfllianui  Richaid  Wafeennu,  Roger  WtlIUuiM»  WDUsm  Fi«M,  Joka 
GiwB,  John  Smitli  tad  John  Lippitt. 
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CHAPTEB  V. 

mSTORY  OF  AQUEDNECK  FROM  ITS  SETTLEMENT.  MARCH,  1638, 
TO  TUE  ORG.VMZATIOX  OF  THE  GOMiliNMENT  LNDER  THE 
FUST  CHAKTER,  MAY,  1647. 

CHAP.  The  ciyil  compact  formed  at  Providence  and  signed 
.^^^  by  nineteen  ^  of  the  Aquedneck  setters  was  as  follows  : 

"  The  7th  day  oi'  the  first  mouth,  1 G38.  We  whose  names 
7.  arc  iiiHlerwiitten  do  hero  solemnly,  in  the  ])reseucc  of 
Jehovah,  incorporate  ourselves  into  a  Bodie  Politick,  and 
as  he  shall  help,  will  submit  our  persons,  lives  and  estates 
ttnto  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  King  of  Kings  and  Lord 
of  Lords,  and  to  all  those  perfect  and  most  absolute  laws 
of  his  given  us  in  his  holy  word  of  truth,  to  be  gidded 
and  judged  thereby. — Exod.  xxiv.,  3,  4  ;  2  Chron.  xi.,  3  ; 
2  Kinj^H  xi.,  17." 

The  account  of  the  purchase  of  the  island,  throngh 
the  joint  inliucncc  of  Boger  Williams  and  Sir  Heniy 
2^    Vane,  with  the  Karrsganset  sachems,  has  already  been 
given.   The  Indian  name  of  the  place  where  the  settle- 
ment was  commenced,  on  the  northeast  part  of  the  island, 

'  Tlipsp  were  Wm.  Cod'lington,  John  Clfirke,  Wm.  IIutchin«on,  John 
Coggeahall,  Wm.  Aspiuwull,  Samuel  AVilbore,  .T<ihn  Tortor,  Jolm  Sunforil, 
Ed.  llutcbinsoo,  jr.,  Thomas  Savage,  Wm.  Dyre,  Win.  Freeborne,  Philip 
Sheumaa,  Jolm  Walkor,  Richard  Carder,  Wm.  BanUtone,  EcL  HtttehuifaB, 
WD.,  Hciuy  Bull,  ■■  Randall  Holden.  Holden'a  name  ii  aeponted  from 
the  othen  by  a  Maa.  He  U  believed  to  be  the  one  not  coneerned  in  the  pnr^ 
chase,  ns  ItU  name  and  that  of  Roger  Williams  are  aigned  aa  iritneaiea  totihe 
deed.  Tliere  were  eighteen  original  propri-  t.  rs  un  l  nineteen  aigners  of  the 
compnct.  See  Boll's  Memoin  of  Rhode  Ulaad  ia  R.  I.  Bepnblioan,  ldaa« 
AprU  17. 
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was  Pocasset,  and  was  retained  for  some  time  by  the  8©t-  ( u  \i. 
tiers,  until  changed  to  Portsmoath.  This  name  was  .^'-^ 
equally  applied  by  the  Indians  to  the  opposite  shore  on  1687*8. 
the  main  land,  and  probably  was  the  name  of.  the  nanow 
strait  between  them,  across  which  a  ferry,  now  faiown  as 
Howland's  ferry,  was  soon  after  established.  The  consid- 
eration paid  for  tlie  fee  of  Aquedncck,  and  for  the  gmm 
on  the  other  islands,  was  forty  fathoms  of  white  peage, 
besides  which  ten  coats  and  twenty  hoes  were  given  to 
the  resident  Indians  to  vacate  the  lands,  and  five  fathoms 
of  wampnm  to  the  local  sachem.  The  parchaseis  adopted 
the  some  pohcy  as  those  of  Providence  towards  the  In- 
dians, giving  gratuities  to  aU  who  claimed  any  interest  in 
the  lands.  Some  of  the  ])iircha6crB  expressing  dissatis- 
faction that  the  title  stood  in  the  name  of  WilUam  Cod- 
dington,  in  1652  he  executed  a  joint  doed  to  them,  as  Mr. 
Williams  had  done  for  the  same  reason  in  Providence. 

Callender  says  that  the  Aquedneck  settlera  were  Pu- 
titans  of  the  h^hest  form,"  and  we  know  that  their  op- 
ponents in  Massachusetts  caUed  the  Antinomian  doctrines 
Calvinism  run  to  seed."  Tlic  ]>eculiar  phraseology  of 
their  civil  compact  verifies  the  remark  of  Callender.  So 
prominent  indeed  is  the  religious  character  of  this  instm- 
ment  that  it  has  by  some  been  considered,  although  erro* 
neonsly,  as  being  itself  a  church  covenant,  which  also 
embodied  a  civil  compact.'''  Their  plans  were  more  ma- 
tured at  the  outset  than  those  of  the  Providence  settlers. 
To  establish  a  colony  independent  of  every  other  was  their 
avowed  intention,  and  the  organization  (tf  a  rei:;ular  gov- 
ernment was  their  initial  step.  That  their  object  was  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  Christian  btate,  where  all  who 
bore  the  name  might  worship  God  according  to  the'  dic- 
tates of  conscience,  untrammelled  by  written  articles  of 
.  iSuth,  and  unawed  by  the  civil  power,  is  proved  by  their 
declarations  and  by  their  subsequent  conduct   The  dif- 

'  MinalM  of  tfa«  Wama  Baptbt  AMOc'iBtion,  1S49. 
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CHAP,  ference  between  the  Aqaedneck  settleis  and  thd  foUowieTB 
of  Boger  WiUiams  upon  tliis  point  was,  that  the  latter 

1687-8.  ^  not  confine  his  principles  of  toleration  to  men  profess- 
ing Christianity,  but  allowed  room  fbr  those  of  every  faith, 

Jew  or  (Tentile,  Christian  or  Pa^au.  The  views  of  Clarke 
and  Coddiiigtiin  were  very  far  in  advance  of  the  age,  too 
iar  for  the  peace  of  the  colony  in  its  intercourse  with  the 
neighboring  provinces.  The  doctrine  of  soul  liberty," 
as  established  by  Williams^  went  still  ^rther^  carrying  his 
premises  to  their  logical  ccmdnsion,  and  has  come  to  be 
the  recognized  doctrine  of  the  present  age  on  this  oonti* 
nent.  The  distinction  between  the  two,  although  having 
no  practical  effect  at  that  time,  is  important  to  be  borne 
in  mind,  for  it  will  explain  some  itoiuts  in  tlie  later  his- 
tory of  the  State  which  might  otherwise  appear  inconsist- 
ent. The  Aquedneck  settlements  for  many  years  in- 
creasd  more  rapidly  than  those  on  the  main  land.  The 
aocessions  appear  to  have  been^  for  the  most  part,  from  a 
superior  class  in  point  of  education  and  social  standing, 
which  for  more  than  a  century  secured  to  them  a  control- 
ling iiillu  jucc  in  the  colony.  Many  of  the  leading  men 
were  more  imhued  witli  the  Puritan  spirit,  acquired  by 
their  longer  residence  in  Massachusetts,  which  sympa- 
thized somewhat  more  with  the  law  than  with  the  liberty 
element  in  the  embryo  Btate.^  The  evidence  of  this  is 
frequent,  and  its  existence  was  veiy  early  disphiyed.  It 
is  foreshadowed  in  the  language  of  the  compact,  and  in  a 
few  years  was  realized  in  action.  It  had  its  advantages, 
however,  and  the  cliief  of  these  were  that  it  enabled  the 
people  at  once  to  organi'/e  a  govemment,  and  strengthened 
them  to  preserve  it  better  than  those  of  Providence,  while 
it  also  was  a  means  of  securing  and  extending  their  influ- 
ence over  the  other  settlements,  who  looked  up  to  them 
in  many  things,  and  received  from  them  their  first  code 

'  Judge  Durfee's  ducoorse  before  the  R.  L  Hi«t,  Soc.,  January,  1647,  pp. 

16,  le. 
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of  laws.  But  we  are  anticipating  events  in  commenting  chap. 
upon  principles. 

Of  the  nineteen  signers  of  the  compact,  William  1G37-8. 
Hutchinson  died  on  the  island,  the  other  two  Hutchin- 
sons,  Savage  and  Aspinwall,  afterward  returned  to  Massa- 
chusetts, were  well  received  and  promoted  to  office  there. 
All  of  them,  except  Coddington  and  Holden,  had  heen 
disarmed  in  the  famous  act  of  Novemher  previous,  hut 
the  shafts  of  party  malice  still  followed  them  in  their  re- 
treat, and  five  days  after  the  compact  was  signed  Wm.  March 
Coddington  and  ten  of  his  companions,  with  their  fami- 
lies,  were  formally  hanished  hy  the  General  Court.*  This 
event  liad  no  influence  on  their  plans.  Their  government 
was  already  organized  at  a  full  meeting  of  the  signers,  at 
which  Wm.  Aspinwall  was  chosen  Secretary,  and  Wm. 
Coddington  was  elected,  and  took  his  engagement  as 
Judge,  or  chief  magistrate,  and  Wm.  Dyre  was  elected 
Clerk.  This  meeting  was  held  in  Providence.  A  few  24. 
days  afterward  the  purchase  of  the  island  was  completed, 
and  the  settlement  very  shortly  commenced.  Town  meet- 
ings were  frequent.  The  records  are  full  and  i)retty  well 
preserved,  so  that  we  are  enabled  to  know  more  concern-  ^^'^^ 
ing  their  early  movements  than  we  can  of  those  at  Provi- 
dence. But  a  small  number  of  acts  were  passed  at  each 
meeting,  relating  to  matters  of  immediate  concern. 

At  the  first  meeting  the  earliest  recorded  act  passed  ^^j^ 
in  Rhode  Island  related  to  the  admission  of  freemen,  that  13. 
none  should  be  admitted  as  such  but  by  consent  of  the 
Body,  and  who  submit  to  the  established  government. 
The  other  acts  fix  the  location  of  the  town,  to  be  "build- 
ed  at  the  spring  ;  "  order  that  every  inhabitant  should  be 
fully  equipped  with  certain  arms  ;  establish  a  site  for  the 
meeting  house  ;  and  make  a  temporary  apportionment  of 

*  Their  luuncs  were  Wm.  Cod<lington,  John  Coggcshall,  Wm.  Boulstone, 
Ed.  HnldiiAioii,  SAmnel  Wilborc,  John  Porter,  ITonry  Bull,  Philip  Shearman, 
Wm.  Fratbone  and  Richard  Carder.— M.  C.  R.,  i.,  223. 
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GHAP.  Iwid  to  each  inhabitant,  of  an  acre  of  meadow  for  every 
beast  and  sheep^  and  an  acre  and  a  half  for  a  bovBe,  which 

1688.  latter  act  was  afterward  repealed,  and  a  more  definite'  di- 
vision made.  The  town  was  built  aromid  the  head  of  the 
pond,  or  cove,  from  which  there  was  formerly  an  outlet  to 
the  bay  deep  cnougli  for  sniall  vof^sels  to  enter.  The  re- 
muiiis  ul"  tluB  first  gettleinont  may  still  be  traced.  JSome- 
what  later  a  new  town  was  laid  out  more  to  the  soTitli  and 
east,  called  Newtown,  to  distingaish  it  from  the  old,  which 

■^y,  name  that  part  of  Portsmouth  still  retains.  The  foliow* 
SO.  ing  week  the  town  was  laid  out,  six-acre  lots  were  aa- 
signed  to  the  proprietors,  and  provision  made  for  record- 
ing land  titles.  An  inn,  brewery  and  general  grocery  "  to 
sell  wincB  and  .strong  waters  and  sneli  necessary  provisions 
as  may  be  useful,"  was  also  ebtaldi  In  d,  to  be  in  charite 
of  Wm.  Baulston.  This  was  doubtless  the  first  tavern 
in  the  State.  A  military  organization  was  the  next  oV 
ject  of  attention.  At  their  third  meeting  officers  for  the 
train  bands  were  chosen**  Already  the  colony  had  re» 
ceiyed  accessions  to  its  numbers.  Land  on  the  island  had 
been  taken  up,  for  which  the  new-comers  were  required 
to  pu)-  into  the  town  treasur}^  two  shilHngfl  an  acre,  which 
price  was  fixed  lor  fntuiv  inbalntants.  Two  treasur- 
ers, William  Hutciiinson  and  John  Cuggesliall,  were 
chosen  for  ono  year.  The  highways  were  ordered  to 
be  repaired,  and  a  fine  of  one  shilling  was  laid  upon  all 
who  should  be  fifteen  minutes  late  at  town  meeting,  or 
should  leave  it  without  permission  before  adjournment. 

Aug.  The  first  admission  of  freemen  occurred  in  Aufnist «  and 

20 

at  thu  same  time  "  a  pair  of  stockos  ^  and  a  whipping 

'  WiQ.  Huul-toii  ami  EJ.  HutcLmsou,  sergeantt;  Sttinnel  Wilbdre,  elefk; 
Kandal  HoM n  nwl  Hcnn'  Bull,  corpornls. 

'  Til  n>  ut  IV  I  111-  l  iiiiittr  1,  viz.,  liichoxd  Dummcr,  XicUoUs  Koston,  Win. 
Brentnu  und  lioLci  t.  llanliug. 

'  Tiiis  wuii  a  pet  piui!«Ument  with  the  landed  arutocracy  of  the  old  covor 
tij,  and  Qflrly  transphmted  to  the  new.  The  ooodition  of  Eogllah  fooiely 
which  tolerated  the  stoelu,  te  graphically  described  by  Sur  E.  Bulwer  Lyttoo 
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poet. ' "  were  oideied  to  be  made.  Tbiee  days  aftorwaid  a  chap. 
piison,  twelve  feet  l)y  ten,  waB  ordered  to  be  built,  thus  .J!^ 
completing  the  preparatione  for  the  vindication  of  violated  1688. 

laWj  and  Randal  ITohk'u  was  a]){)c)iiitc»l  Marshal  uf  the 
f<'l«)ny  ibr  one  year.  Tliey  were  very  S(i{>n  required,  lor  in  a 
few  days  eight  men  having  committed  '*  a  riot  of  drunken-  ^*^Pt. 
11668,"  were  brought  before  the  town  meeting  by  warrant, 
and  variously  fined,  and  three  of  them  sentenced  to  the  15. 
atocka  Viewen  of  com  and  other  prodnce  were  chosen, 
whoae.- duty  was  to  examine  the  crops,  and  report  any 
damage  that  might  be  done  to  them  by  cattle  ronning  at 
lar;j;e.  The  objeft  of  this  law  was  to  enable  those  whose 
crops  might  f?nfier  in  that  way  to  recover  damaires  before 
tlie  court  from  the  owners  of  the  cattle.  The  military 
having  before  been  organized,  as  stated,  a  general  train- 
ing was  appointed,  at  which  all  men  between  the  ages  of  5. 
sixteen  and  fifty  years  were  warned  to  attend  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday.  This  no  doubt  was  the  first  militia  mus- 
ter ever  held  in  Bhode  Island. 

The  growth  of  the  town  now  required  greater  ])ru- 
dfiice  in  the  apporh(tnnitJut  of  land.    The  size  of  house 
lots  was  tixed  at  three  acres,  beiug  one-half  the  quantity  Nov, 
held  by  each  of  the  original  inhabitants.    A  baker  wait 
appointed  for  the  plantation,  from  whom  the  town  was  to 

in    Mj  Nord,"*  where  the  reader  will  find  in  the  firit  three  Itooks  some 

may  luiTe  witnened  two  oentaros  ago  ; 
•IwBji  caroeptbg  the  one  la  book  third,  chapter  is.,  where  the  inimitahle  Rie< 

caboc.'ca  pay*  the  forfi  it  of  benevolent  curiosity,  by  being  cuugLt  fll  the  stookl, 
hinijsclf,  and  Ls  thus  found  by  hie  friends,  quietly  meditating  under  his  red  um- 
brellA.  There  mny  have  been  ?omo  T.i  rmy  Fairchild"  hi  VAuhh  I^hind,  but  no 
counterpart  to  the  fatherly  and  philosuphii;al  Italirtn.  I  :uii  i^ure  the  reader 
will  pardon  this  uote  if  it  Icadn  him  to  peruse  the  admirable  sketch  of  Eoglisli 
life  here  referred  to,  and  if  he  ie  already  fa&Uiar  with  it  the  reodleetlon  will 
Mere  to  relieve  hie  nuad  ftem  the  diy  record  of  actoal  hiitoiy. 

*  Thia  panlihnieQt  nomiitally  existed  until  a  recent  period  In  thU  State. 
The  la«t  public  infliction  of  it  wu  on  the  Court  Ilou^fl  parade  in  Providence, 
Jv:]j  Hf!i,  lHJi7,  for  horaC  stealinjj.  It  had  Ion;*  been  in  disu'H.'  until  this  rc- 
cmrence  of  it  aroni^d  pnblic  attention  to  its  le^l  existence,  when  it  was 
tooQ  after  sCntck  from  the  statute  book.    It  ttill  exi^t^  ia  mauy  of  the  States. 

YOL, 
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CHAP,  purchase  the  bread  iiBed  at  the  meeting  of  the  oonrtB.  A 
few  days  after  we  find  that  a  water-mill  was  pmjected  by 
1^  3  8.  Mr.  Nicholas  Esson,*  for  the  nee  of  the  phmtatioiiy  and  a 
ic.    grant  of  land  and  timber  made  to  him  for  this  purpoee. 

The  earliest  case  of  an  abscondin*^  debtor  in  the  colony 
occurred  at  this  time.  John  Luther,  a  carpenter,  fled 
from  the  island,  leaving  sundry  debts  unpaid.  His  prop- 
erty was  duly  appraised  and  sold  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors.  The  disposition  to  regulate  trade  by  establish- 
ing prices  at  which  articles  ahonld  be  bought  and  sold, 
which  had  already  given  much  tronble  in  Massaphnsetts, 
and  continued  to  do  so  imtil  the  repeal  of  the  statnte  left 
such  matters  to  remilatci  themselves,  showed  itself  early 
among  the  Portsuiuuth  settlers.  Four  "  truckniastcrs/' 
as  they  were  called,  were  appointed  for  the  venison  trade 
with  the  Indians^  and  the  prices  fixed  upon  this  staple 
article  of  fiiod  were  limited  to  a  penny  ha'penny  a  pound 
to  be  paid  for  it^  and  two  pence  a  pound  as  the  selling 
price.  One  farthing  a  pound,  being  one-half  the  profit 
thus  secured  to  the  dealers,  was  to  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury.' 

1638  9        '^^^^  time  the  goveiiniient  had  been  a  pure  de- 

Jan,  mocracy.  All  acts  had  been  passed  in  j)ulilic  meetings 
^*  of  the  whole  body.  The  Judge  and  Clerk  had  acted  only 
as  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  assembled  townsmen, 
by  whom  all  laws  had  been  passed,  and  all  proceedings, 
whether  legislative,  judicial,  or  executive,  condittsted.  A 
change  now  took  place  by  appointing  three  Eldeiti  to  as- 

'  'J'hc  iiamt'  \va5  ttL»o  jiiHjit  l'^as»ou  aud  Easton  in  the  recorJs.  TJii-;  wa* 
ilic  ^amu  who  with  his  two  gods,  Peter  aud  John,  built  the  first  house  hi  New 
port,  six  montiu  Iftter. 

'  A  net  profit  of  ftbout  seventeen  per  oent.  on  ^  enpital  invefted,  ii  hec« 
■Honed,  and  ii  n  better  iQM)gin  then  U  nsnally  left  to  the  dealer  noder  i«> 
slncted  law?  of  trade.  It  also  comparcA  well  with  averago  results  of  modem 
trafTir.  Tn  tin-  case  the  capital  was  all  that  was  required.  Peer  and  iThliaus 
were  both  abun  lant,  so  that  bat  little  labor  and  no  skill  were  needed  on  the 
part  of  the  "  truckmo&tera." 
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list  tb0  Judge  in  his  judicial  dttties,  to  frame  Um,  to  chap. 
hftTe  tbe  entiro  charge  of  the  public  inteiests,  and  with  ^^J^ 

the  Jiidixe  to  t^overn  the  colony.  Thepc  officers  were  to 
render  au  accuunt  of  their  proceed infj;s  at  quarterly  ineot- 
ings  of  the  town,  where  their  acts  were  subject  to  revi- 
sion, or  repeal,  if  disapproved.  A  jealousy  of  delegated 
power  is  here  apparent,  like  thi»t  which  existed  in  the 
Providence  plantation,  and  which  presents  a  maibed  con* 
tract  to  the  feeling  then  prevalent  in  the  oommimit^ 
which  they  had  so  lately  left.  Sealed  ballots  were  used 
at  this  election.  Nicholas  Easton,  John  Coggeslmll  and 
William  Bii  nton  werij  cliusen  Elders,  and  their  election 
was  duly  ratified.  At  the  next  meetiug  the  town  united 
with  the  Judge  and  Elders  to  choose  a  Constable  and  ^4.' 
town  Seigeant,  and  to  define  their  duties.  Samuel  Wil- 
hore  was  elected  fbr  the  fermer  office,  whose  duties  were 
to  see  that  peace  he  kept,  and  to  inform  of  any  breaches 
•  thereof,  with  power  to  command  aid  for  that  purpose  if 
needed.  Henry  Bull  was  elected  Sergeant,  to  execute 
orders  of  the  C^urt,  to  serve  warrants  and  to  keep  the  * 
prison,  with  similar  power  to  demand  aid  ftom  any  per- 
sons in  the  discharge  of  his  office.  The  btwmess  of  the 
town  for  the  ensuing  three  months  was  transacted  by  the 
Judge  and  Elders.  By  their  act  new  comers  were  admit- 
ted  as  inhabitants,  and  complaints  for  exaction  in  trade  7. " 
were  redressed.  A  singular  proceeding  was  taken  in  re- 
gard to  Williiini  Aspinwall,  upon  wliom  suspicious  of  se- 
dition against  the  State  rested.  Neither  the  grounds  of 
suspicion  nor  the  nature  of  the  sedition  is  stated,  but  an 
order  was  issued  forbidding  further  work  upon  a  boat  that 
he  was  having  built.  This  kind  of  security  for  good  con- 
duct seems  to  have  been  usual,  for  one  Osamund  Doutch, 
who  at  the  same  (^ourt  was  admitted  an  inhabitant,  was 
likewise  complained  of  for  some  wrong-doing,  and  his 
shallop  pledged  in  a  I  n  nd  of  indemnity  that  he  was  re- 
quired to  give.   Probably  boats  were  considered  the  most 
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CHAP,  available  and  deauable  property  in  aD  udand  settlement.* 
Swme  were  considered  a  nnisance,  and  their  removal  or 
163  9.  confinement  was  early  provided  for.   Tbeywere  ordered 

to  be  sent  six  miles  distant  from  the  town,  or  to  some  ad- 
jacent island,  or  else  were  to  be  shut  up  so  as  to  be  inof- 
fensive, and  snbse(|\icntly  the  act  was  c  ulurcod  by  a  fine 
of  two  pence  for  each  Iiug  that  was  found  in  the  town  af- 
ter four  days.  A  cattle  pound  was  also  pro\ided.  To 
guard  against  invasions  from  the  Indians^  and  likewise  to 
secure  the  peace  of  the  settlement  from  the  chances  of 
riot,  an  alarm  was  established.  The  filing  of  three  mus- 
kets, with  the  cry  of  "  Alarum,"  was  the  signal  upon 
wliith  all  Lhu  iiihabitanta  were  to  repair  to  the  house  of 
the  Judge. 

The  colony  had  n(jw  so  greatly  increased  that  a  diri- 
eion  was  deemed  expedient.  A  meeting  was  held,  at  which 
the  following  agreement  was  entered  into  by  the  signers, 
by  whom  the  settlement  of  Newport  was  commenced  on 
the  south-west  side  of  the  island. 

"PooAfiSET.   On  the  28th  of  the  2d,  1639. 

It  is  agreed  by  us  whose  hands  are  underwritten,  to 
propagate  a  Plantation  in  the  midst  of  the  Island  or  else* 
where  ;  And  doe  engage  ourselves  to  bear  equall  charges, 
answerable  to  our  strength  and  estates  in  common  ;  and 
that  our  determinationn  sliall  1)C  hj  major  voice  of  judge 
and  elders  ;  the  Judge  to  have  a  double  voice. 


*  A*  wtt  hear  no  more  of  the  dwiKe  of  sedition,  ire  mey  infer  tiiat  it  «n» 


PBBBBNT  : 
WM.  OODDIHOTON,  Jttdf^ 
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All  the  membefB  of  the  Pocaaset  govenmient,  it  will  chap. 
be  observed,  are  among  the  emigiaate.  They  carried  with  ^^J^ 
them  thehr  recordB  np  to  this  date.    Wliy  they  did  IliiB  1^39. 

does  uot  appear,  for  altliough  tlicy  were  the  most  promi- 
nent men,  ami  tiieir  Hcttlein'^iit  «'»on  became  the  leading 
one  in  the  State,  yet  by  far  the  largest  number  then  re- 
siding at  Pocaflaet  remained.  Thus  deprived  at  onco  of 
their  govermnent  and  their  records,  a  new  organisation 
was  necessary,  and  two  days  afterward  they  formed  a  new  ^^^.^ 
compact  as  follows  :  We  who^e  names  are  nnder[writ-  SQi 
ten  do  acknowledge]  onrselves  the  legal  Bubjects  of  [His 
MajeBty]  King  Charles,  and  in  liis  name  [do  hereby  bind] 
ourtielveb  into  a  civill  body  politicke  and  [do  submit]  unto 
.his  lawea  according  to  matters  of  justice.'"  Thirty-one 
names  are  signed  to  this  document,*  following  which,  of 


namstaiocd,  and  that  the  boat  was  allowed  to  be  fiimhcd,  for  about  three 
nKmdH  later,  38ti»  April,  it  «u  attaclied  Ibr  debt,  vhich  ie  die  onlj  eon- 
plaint  efer  tfterwerd  bfODj^agunBt  ABpimraU.  He  eoonpied  many  podtiene 
of  troat  m  the  CoUmy.  Early  in  IG42,  proLulily  in  April,  he  returned  to 
MuMdraaetts,  and  upon  his  petition  and  certificate  of  good  cemege  wu 
KStored  UTHtTi  to  hi^  former  U!x'rty  of  frceilom."    M.  C.  R.,  ii.  3. 

'  The  rt'cord  h  much  niutilutcd  and  dei'uced.  The  words  in  brackets  are 
interpolated  to  preserve  the  sense.  These  interpolatious  are  uU  at  the  end  of 
the  lines  where  the  edge  of  the  fheet  ie  ton  o£  The  zemeining  wonb  ere 
rcxj  k^le. 

'Wm.  Hntehinsoaf  Sttamel  Gorton,  Senrael  HntohiiiiOD,  JohaWidce^ 
Biebard  Maggson,  Thoni  is  Spicer,  Joliii  Roome,  John  Geofie,  (Sloffe  ?)  Thorn- 
a?  Beddar,  Erasmus  Bullocke,  Sampson  Shotten,  Ralph  Eurle,  Robert  Potter, 
Nathaoyell  Potter,  George  Potter,  Wm.  Heavf>n«  f  W.  T.  Havens  ?)  Geortire 
Shaw  (Chare?)  George  Lawton,  Antbony  Paine,  Joho  Hawkin?,  liickard 
Awi^de,  John  More  (Mow?)  Nicholas  Browne,  Wuu.  KielianL^u,  John  Trippe, 

Tbomae  La^-ton,  fiobert  Stiiiitoii,  John  Brigge«,  Jamee  DaTti.  In  B.  L  C.  R. 
L  70  but  twenty-nine  names  are  giTen.  The  other  two  on  the  Beocnrd  bare  a 
|ieii  Vnaik  aeroee  tiiam  as  if  to  ezponge  fliem  fiom  die  liit,  and  pzohalily  lor 
this  reason  are  not  coiued  in  i£ie  printed  reooidai  One  of  diese  names  is  that 

of  Wm.  A^i'inwnll,  who,  on  the  ?amf  dny,  was  chosfn  one  of  the  assistants, 
and  continued,  for  tlircf  yi^ars,  a  ref-itl»nit  of  the  colonv.  His  signahin*  bp- 
Ion^  there,  and  why  eraw;d  we  cannot  say  uiikss  it  was  (Jonc  after  his  rtiiuru 
to  Massachusetts  in  1G42.  We  infer  the  same,  although  with  less  poaitlvo 
proof  of  Uie  otiier  eranne^  and  heaoe  itate  the  noinber  of  siguere  at  thifty- 
oae^  tvo  jnon  than  the  printed  leeorde  ihov. 
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CHAF.  tlie  same  date,  is  their  agreement  of  government.  "  Ae^ 
■^•-^r  cording  to  the  tnie  intent  of  the  [£)regoing|  wee]  whose 
1689.  names  are  above  perticnlarly  [recorded^  do  agree}  jointly 
or  by  the  major  Yoice  to  g[ovem  onraelves  hj  the]  Bnlee 
or  Jud^  amongBt  ns  in  all  [transactions]  for  the  spaor 
and  tcnii  of  one  |j  car,  he]  hehaving  liiiusell'  according  to 
the  t[enor  of  the  same.  ]"  They  then  proceeded  to  elect 
William  Hutchinson  Judge.  The  mutilation  of  the  rec- 
ords has  destroyed  the  name^  and  no  clue  to  it  is  given  in 
any  of  the  cmbseqaent  pages,  hnt  Winthrop  has  fortu- 
nately preserved  it.^   Seven  assiBtants  were  also  chosen, 

Thr>  writer  devoted  a  whole  summer  to  studying  and  making  extracts 
from  tliL'  Portsmouth  rrrord?,  n  yenr  before  they  were  prhit^vl  by  tho  State, 
and  m«y  be  permitto<l  to  follow  tlir  r<'>iilfs  of  his  own  r-can  lic^  even  wliore 
they  differ  somewhat  i'rum  the  ver&iuu  Mtice  priuted  by  Authority,  lu  tha 
fbr^goiiig  list|  wh«ra  the  mitei*!  vmioii  diflfora  flpom  that  of  tha  priotad  rais 
ordB,  the  name,  aa  pvvn  in  the  latter,  ia  endoted  in  brackets.  It  will  be  ob> 
lerred  that  there  are  four  of  these  variaUons,  beeidea  the  two  firat  explained, 
whici)  require  that  the  author  should  stnte  further  reaaons,  besides  tlie  evi- 
dence of  hh  own  eyo»,  wliy  he  prifof"  the  versions  hero  retained.  The 
names  of  Gofle,  Sha\v  nml  More  occur  oltm  on  the  records,  and  nre  p<^rpfltu- 
ated  in  a  very  munerous  descent  at  titis  day  on  the  lUiind,  wUiki  tiie  utimes 
aa  printed  an  nowlMn  daa  to  be  fbnnd  or  tnuwd.  W.  T.  HaTena  sbonld  be 
Wm.  Haven^  as  afterwazd  nppeaxa  on,  the  records.  Middle  natnea  wen  not 
in  «8e  in  timt  age.  The  diffienltjr  of  deciphering  these  ancient  teoorda  la 
greasy  increased  by  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are  -written  in  the  German 
pcript  or  (^M  T'nglish  letter,  ;\nd  unless  the  student  is  familiar  with  that  lan- 
gungc  or  (.  liarncter,  his  only  mode  of  reading  stich  pn^^sn^c*  is  by  making  an 
iilpliulx't,  sonu'whut  in  the  wny  pnrsned  hy  Th  ampul  lion  iu  Ids  application  of 
tJie  iloeettu  .Stuue  to  i:Igyptian  hieroglyphicti.  The  chances  of  error  are  uaich 
incmaB!>d  bj  tiiia  ptoeeM. 

Lest  these  remazkt  should  be  miaappiehended  as  throwing  a  donbt  on  the 
xeilabilitjr  of  the  printed  leoords,  the  writer  deems  it  jnat  and  proper  to  aa/ 
tiiat  the  errors  therein  contained  axe  lew  and  of  little  practical  importance, 
so  far  as  he  has  discovered.  Some  errors  hnvo  o<'oiirr<»d  in  printing  that  are 
readily  detected.  Th«?  coiTiplctrnro*  nnil  ucrnrucy  oC  the  work  us  a  -whole, 
can  only  be  duly  appreciated  by  tliutie  who  kuuw  the  many  dilticuitiea  iucideiit 
to  sodi  a  tadc  Mntflation,  eraaore,  fading  ink,  blotting,  insects,  dompueu, 
ever-varying  orthography,  and  often  bad  chhrography,  to  all  which  add  the 
fteqnent  me  of  a  fineign  diaraoter,  aa  above  stated,  and  we  hnvo  aome  of  the 
inevitable  hindrances  that  attend  the  reading  of  onr  earliest  leond^ 

*  i.  295,  May  11th,  1639.  "At  Aqniday  the  people  grew  rarx  tnmul- 
tnoos,  and  put  out  Mr.  Coddington  and  the  other  three  magistrates,  and  chose 
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"for  the  help  and  ease  of  conducting  public  business  and  chap. 
affiiirs,  and  to  lay  out  lands,"  viz. :  William  Balston,  .^J^ 

Jdhn  Porter,  John   y  William  Freebome,  John  1689. 

Wall,  Philip  Sheannan  and  William  AspinwaU.  The 
saniaine  of  the  third  asBuitant,  like,  that  of  the  Judge, 
heing  near  the  edge  of  the  page,  is  torn  off.  These  offi- 
cers were  constituted  a  court  for  settling  auy  dispute  in- 
volving less  than  forty  shillings,  rrovision  was  also  made 
for  a  quarterly  court  of  trials  with  a  jury  of  twelve  men. 

Two  distinct  govemmentis,  which  lasted  the  remainder 
of  the  year,  were  time  established  on  the  island.  That 
at  Pooasset  was  occupied  with  business  of  a  local  nature, 
chiefly  in  apportionments  of  land  and  house  lots,  which 
were  to  he  forfeited  if  not  built  upon  within  one  year.  No 
imin  was  allowed  eitlier  to  sell  liis  lot  or  to  oli'er  it  to  the 

Mr.  Wm.  IIutcLinson  only,  a  man  of  very  mild  temper  and  weak  pnrt-,  and 
mhoHv  gii!*1ed  by  hU  wife,  wlio  had  hfcn  the  hciihirnT  nf  nil  the  former  trou- 
bica  in  the  country,  and  still  i.oiitiiiUL<l  to  brtH-d  tli«tur!xuicf."  The  "  jtuttin^r 
out''  here  recorded,  h  evidently  u  I'uriitui  version  of  the  emigration  from 
PocMNi  to  Newport  a  few  dayi  preTious,  whidi  shows  how  oaxefbltj  m  should 
fegwd  the  statements  of  tfie  Maasadnisetts  duooickn^  whmi  the  most  liberal 
of  them  aO  oan  dkus  cwutrve  the  acts  of  those  from  whom  he  diffezed  In 
opinion.  Ue  la  in  error  in  u^ing  the  word  *'  only "  in  the  passage  abovo 
qnoted  ;  tl^'  re  ',r.].  (  f  rort-rii-rnf!i  ^hf>wifi;»,  -tafcd  in  the  text,  that  seven 
Asiistants  were  ch<m  ii  at  the  same  time  with  the  Juil^^e.  There  arc  nl*o  two 
singular  errors,  one  of  omission  and  one  of  misstateiiu  ut,  in  Judge  KUdy's  let- 
ter to  the  Editor,  quoted  in  the  note  appended  to  thi^  passage 

The  first  consists  in  overlooking  the  fact  of  tlie  emigratioo  of  tiie  Magis* 
tiBftcs,  and  the  election  of  others  bj  thoso  who  remained  at  Pooasset,  of  which 
Jniige  Eddj  does  not  seem  to  have  been  awaze,  and  which  led  him  to  assert 
wron^j  of  Wm.  Hutchinson's  election  as  an  Assistant  in  1G40,  that  "  this 
wno  th''  only  time  hp  wm  chosen  to  oflice."  Thi^  dili?rpnfn  of  .Tiirlgc  TA<]y  and 
lib  gtutial  accuracy  is  admitted  by  all  who  have  pursued  tlie  ^4ii(le  pulh  of 
rcfecarch  iu  our  State  Archives.  The  two  errors  hero  noticed  could  not  have 
been  avoided  by  one  who  oxamined,  hoverer  carefully,  the  State  records, 
and  It  is  evident  from  this  letter  that  its  writer  had  not,  up  to  tiiat  time,  coo- 
sidted  the  PortsmonlJfctown  records. 

It  U  fortunate  that  Winthrop  has  tlms  accidentally  enabled  us  to  supplj  a 
defe<.-t  caused  by  a  mntilatioii  .»f  thr  rtH-ord-.  ^\'ifll0^t  this  rwfirm.'ition  we 
»honl<l  «ti!l  hfiv»>  ronj«rtur«'il  tliut  iiutt•lliIl^^m  waa  t!i"  man  solci  ted  as  Judge, 
for  Itu  one  of  the  eighteen  original  propriutr»r«.  :iud  wa^  perhaps  the  mo&t 
important  person  left  at  Pocasset  after  the  eiuigrutiua. 
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CHAP.  town.    The  only  act  of  public  interest  was  to  cbange  the 
name  of  the  place  to  Portsmouth,  which  was  done  at  the 
1  n  8  a.  £rot  quarterly  meeting  under  the  new  organization,  and 
'  2.'    confirmed  by  the  united  government  the  next  year. 

The  nine  men  who  signed  the  agreement  at  Pocavsset 
-^g^  proceeded  at  oucc  to  make  their  new  settleineut.  By  a 
*.  manuscript  jonrnal  kept  by  Nicliolas  Easton,  it  appears 
80.  that  he  with  his  two  sons,  Peter  and  John,  came  by  boat 
to  an  island  where  they  lodged,  and  the  next  morning 
^^p'  named  it  Coasters'  Harbor.  Thence  they  came  to  New- 
port the  same  day,  where  they  erected  the  first  EngMsh 
building^  The  others  were  not  far  behind,  if  they  did 
not  accompany  t lie  Eastons,  for  in  their  first  meet iiij":  they 
speak  of  "  the  plantati(»u  now  begun  at  this  south-west 
end  of  tlie  ishmd,"  naming  it  Newport,  establishing  the 
site  of  the  town  on  both  sides  of  the  spring,  and  by  the. 
seaside  southward,"  and  fixing  the  Une  dividing  it  from 
Pocasset  at  a  point  five  miles  north  and  east  from  the 
town.  The  spring  referred  to  was  on  the  west  side  of 
Spring  street,  near  the  State  House,  whence  a  stream  ran 
a  nortb-wcrit  course  to  the  harbor.  It  apjiears  tliat  some 
doubt  existed  at  fiist  as  to  the  best  location  for  tiic  town. 
A  dense  swamp  skirtetl  the  harl)or  where  Thames  street 
now  is.  This  fact  led  them  to  direct  their  attention  to 
the  beach.  There  they  found  only  an  open  roadstead  un- 
safe for  shipping ;  so  they  returned  to  the  harbor^  sui^ 
veyed  it,  and  wisely  decided  on  the  present  location.  The 

•  Tiii-1  fact  eutitlcsN.  En«ton  to  the  honor  of  hchip;  ron-!<lored  the  fuiinJer 
of  Nou  port,  unless  an  equal  share  is  claimed  lur  lii.i  t  ii^lit  !i'->rK  iat< -who  do 
not  appear  to  have  been  as  prompt  iu  their  arrival  or  iu  vbUiblifcliiug  tliPiir 
settlemcQt  by  actual  building.  That  ho  was  endowed  with  the  pecalior  eti- 
of  A  pioneer  appean  by  hie  previona  lii8toi7.  The  hmaae  ww  on  Uio  eaat 
aide  of  Farewell  atreel,  a  little  veat  of  tibe  f^rienda*  meetiaig-lionaek  It  waa 
burnt  down  in  1G41  b^tiie  carclessntes  or  the  malice  of  acme  Tiull.u.s,  w^ho 
kindled  a  fire  in  the  woods  near  by.  There  and  in  Tanner  and  Marlborough 
^trce^s  the  fir'*!  hfiu^('>  wvvo  built.  Gov.  (^1t^lt^gto^'p  hou:-o  was  on  tlic  north 
bide  ot  the  latter  street  and  froutiog  Duke  street — BuH'a  Memoir  of  lihoih 
Island. 
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swamp  has  long  since  given  place  to  ciowded  thorongh-  chap. 
fares,  and  the  finest  harbor  in  America  remams  to  attest  .JJ^ 
the  "wisdom  of  their  choice.   Provision  was  made  for  every  1689. 

sorvaut  who  remained  with  them     have  leu  acres  of  land 
as  a  free  dft  upon  his  admission.    The  business  of  laying  ^^^^ 
ont  the  lands  was  soon  commenced.    The  opinion  of  the  5, 
body  is  recorded    that  the  land  might  reasonably  accom- 
modato  fiftj  fiimilies."   Four  acres  were  assigned  for  each 
house  lot,  and  six  acres  were  granted  to  Mr.  Ooddington 
ht  an  oichard.*   Free  trade  with  the  Indians  was  per- 
mitted to  all  men.    Some  difi^rences  on  this  subject  had 
arisen  which  probably  occasioned  this  decree.    The  ap-  g^p^^ 
pointment  of  "  truckmasters"  had  not  given  satisfaction  2. 
at  Pocasset,  and  the  Newport  settlers  profited  by  their 
experience.    A  justice's  court,  composed  of  the  Judge    Oct.  \ 
and  Elders,  was  appointed  to  meet  the  first  Tuesday  ^' 
in  every  month,  to  decide  such  causes  as  might  come 
before  them.   At  the  quarterly  town  meetings,  called  also 
courts,  a  majority  was  to  rule,  and  the  Judge  was  allowed 
two  votes.    Under  this  date  appears  a  list  of  fifty-nine 
persons,  ''who  by  tlie  frenoral  consent  of  the  company  were 
admitted  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  island,  now  called 
Aquedneck,  having  submitted  themselves  to  the  govern- 
ment that  is  or  shall  be  established,  according  to  the  word 
of  God,  therein,*'  and  hlso  a  supplemental  list  of  forty-two 
inhabitants  admitted  at  the  towne  of  Niew-Port  since 
the  20th  of  the  3d,  i638/'  (1639,)  making  one  hundred  s 
and  one  registered  inhabitants  at  that  time.^    Nearly  one 
half  of  the  first  list  is  composed  of  names  signed  to  the 

'  Tlii^  I-  tlio  ?i  cond  orchard  known  in  BIi9de  Island.  Tb»  first  was  planted 

hj  NV.  Biackstone  in  KT^n. 

Thvre  h  a  singular  rocurrenT'e  of  thi-i  jireei-G  number  of  pcTsoaa  in  our 
«'nrly  history.  'Ihc  I'ilgrims  landing  iVoiu  the  Majllower  in  1020  were  one 
iiundred  and  one.  Tho  number  o(  mcu  in  Providence  lit  lor  miliUr^-  duty  in 
IMS  waa  one  ImiidKd  and  ooe.  "nie  number  of  proprieUwt  Uiere  at  iJie  lait 
di^lon  of  lands  in  1716,  waa  one  hnndred  and  one,  and  we  liete  we  the 
oomber  of  regittered  inhabttante  of  Aqnedoeok  in  Oot,  1630,  to  be  one  ban- 
died and  one. 
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CHAP.  Pocasset  agreement  of  April  30th,  and  tlie  greater  part 
of  it  is  made  up  of  those  who  etill  resided  there,  by  which 

1689.  we  may  fi)icsee  the  union  of  the  i^Yeraments  sbortly  to 
take  placa  None  of  the  proprietors'  names  aie  in  either 
list  They  were  the  company  by  whom^  with  soeh  as 
they  firom  time  to  time  admitted,  all  others  were  reoeiyed. 
The  supplemental  list  contaiiis  only  tlic  names  of  such  as 
had  come  to  the  island  during  the  summer. 

We  have  hefore  peen  tliat  the  orf]:nni7:ation  of  courts 
Tery  early  occupied  the  attention  of  the  colonists.  The 
administration  of  justice  was  promptly  provided  for,  con- 
trary to  the  slandeiB  of  their  neighbors,  who  from  the  ab- 
sence of  any  law  religion  at  either  Providence  or  Aqued- 
neck,  freely  charged  them  with  a  disregard  for  bolli  law 
and  religion.  A  division  of  labor  in  judicial  matters,  it 
in  true,  was  nut  inimtdiately  provided.  Tlieir  circum- 
stances did  not  at  once  permit  the  cstaljlibhment  of  a  va- 
riety of  oourtSy  with  limited  and  well-defined  jurisdic- 
tions, as  at  the  present  day.  The  number  of  the  colo- 
nists was  too  small,  and  the  nature  of  the  causes  arising 
among  them  did  not  require  any  extended  judicial  sys- 
tem. Yet  we  have  seen  that  something  of  'this  had  al- 
ready been  undertaken  at  Pocasset.  Tlio  Court  of  As- 
sistants was  to  have  cognizance  of  small  c  auses,  and  a 
quarterly  court  for  jury  trials  was  established.  This 
progress  in  one  year,  with  the  establishment  of  justices' 
courts  immediately  upon  their  settlement,  fully  attests 
their  regard  for  law.  The  character  of  the  men,  with  the 
&ct  that  a  majority  of  them  were  members  of  the  Boston 
church  before  their  exile,  and  many  still  continued  to  be 

Nov.  so,  answers  the  other  portion  of  the  charge.  A  formal 
^*  act  of  the  wliole  people,  passtMl  at  this  time,  will  set  their 
regard  tor  jii- lice,  and  their  eare  in  providing  for  its  ad- 
minibtratiun,  in  still  clearer  light.  By  the  Body  Poii- 
ticke  in  the  lie  of  Aquethnec,  Inhabiting  this  present  26 
of  9  month,  1639. 
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In  the  fbnrteenih  yeaie  of  y*  Baign  of  our  Boyenugn  chap. 
Loid  King  Charles.  It  is  agreed.  That  as  Natural  sub-  ^J^;^ 
jc^ts  to  our  Prince,  and  snhjeot  to  his  Lawes,  all  matters  1089. 

that  conceme  tlie  Peace  shall  be  bv  tliose  that  ai  '  officers 
of  the  Peace,  Transacted  ;  And  all  actions  ul  ilm  case, 
or  Debt,  shall  be  in  such  Courts  as  by  order  are  here  ap- 
pointed, and  by  such  Judges  as  are  Deputed :  Heard  and 
Legally  Determined. 

^  Given  at  Niew«F(Nrt  on  the  Quarter  Oonrte  Day- 
which  vas  adjourned  till  y"  Day. 

"  William  Dybb,  Sec." 

«■  - 

Meanwhile  their  spiritual  concerns  were  not  neglect- 
ed. We  have  the  same  reasons  that  were  assigned  in  the 
previous  chapter  for  supposing  that  at  Aquedneck,  as 
well  as  at  Providenoey  religious  services  were  regularly 
conducted  before  any  positive  notice  is  found  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  church.  In  Winthrop's  Journal  we  read, 
They  also  gathered  a  church  in  a  very  disordered  way  ; 
fi>r  tlu  V  took  some  cxconmuinicated  persons,  and  others 
who  were  members  ot  the  church  of  Boston  and  not  dis- 
missed.'' The  position  of  this  record  in  reference  to  what 
precedes  it^'  seems  to  indicate  that  the  church  was  formed 
at  or  about  the  time  of  the  Newport  settlement,  but 
whether  there  or  at  Pocasset,  by  the  emigiants'or  by  those 
who  remained,  is  not  bo  apparent.  The  construction  of 
the  sentence  makes  it  probable  that  the  latter  is  intended. 
No  other"  contemporary  record  of  the  formation  of  such  a 
church  remains.'    Whatever  were  its  doctrines  it  existed 

*  Winthrop,  i.  297,  under  date  of  May  11th,  1C39,  and  innnediately  fol- 
loniag  tbe  ttetement  of  tbe  lotion  of  the  magutntes  qtu^  ia  note  1»  p. 

*  It  is  this  charcb,  if  any  in  Rbodo  Islaud,  that  can  be  claiineU  to  ante- 
date thti  Baptist  bhiiFBh  alnadj  ibmnd  in  Prod&nee.  Yet  Hm  rocoid  of 
Wtntlnop  mentkmt  ^  ftmnatum  of  that  church  nearly  two  months  oaHkr 
Hbm  ih»  one  at  Aqnadnaak.  Tho  ibmier  if  dJatineUy  dcaonbed  m  Baptial  in 
Ita  ottfoHoces.  Of  IIm  latiar  the  only  <  tn*'  given  to  its  doctniic<i  is  that  some 
of  ita  nambcn  wan  alfll  memhan  of  tha  Boaton  chnicb,  which  fact,  if  it 
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CHAP,  but  a  short  time  in  its  original  fonn,  if  we  may  rdy  on 
the  authority  of  Lechford,  but  gave  place  in  a  few  yeais 

1689.  to  a  flourishing  Baptist  churchy  under  the  pastoral  chaige 
of  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  who  had  been  Elder  of  the  former 

church.*  The  same  authority  states  thjit  at  I'ortsmoiith 
there  was  then  no  church,  "  but  a  meeting  of  mmc  men 
wlio  there  teach  one  another  autl  call  it  Prophecie.'"* 
Thiit  a  due  regard  was  felt  for  religious  matters  at  both 
the  Aquedneck  towns^  as  well  as  at  Providence,  we  think 
has  now  been  sufficiently  shown  on  firmer  grounds  than 
simple  inference.  That  at  Aquiday  they  gathered  a 
church  in  a  very  disordered  way/'  which  they  could  not 

proves  iiotlilug  t  lM\  '•liDtvs  pretty  (•«iiu'ln«ivp1y  thf.t  they  were  not  Rapti'^ts. 
If  some  writers  wlioso  ubilitj  eiitillt^  their  judgment  to  respect  had  not,  of 
late  years,  cxpreaied  a  doabt  upon  tlie  point,  tbo  Ali&ir  would  fool  little  bM- 
itation  in  axprwdng  wliat  js  in  liis  own  mivd  a  finn  om^ctioii,  that  tile 
chiuch  at  Aqnednedk  waa  femwd  eome  little  time  prior  to  ICaj  11%  1S8S, 
and  was  i/i  its  faltil  and  ordtaaitoes  an  Independent  Congregational  CShvitb,  c>f 
the  Puritan  pcdobnptlst  onk'r.  Mr,  S:iv:il;.%  in  n  note  to  the  pn»!!if»«  quoted 
in  the  text,  hns  a  just  connn^-nt  on  tlit*  way  the  church  is  there  described  as 
being  gathered.    Schj  uut^-  (2)  p.  IU7,  ante. 

*  Plainc  DeaUug  or  News  from  N.  England,  London,  1641.  The  writer 
nnd  the  cofijln  the  Brittih  Ifownm,  and  eoOated  the  parte  lelatang  to  Bhode 
Idaad,  with  the  m-pnUieatioa  in  8  M.  B.  C,  iii.  96,  7,  when  the  book  ia 
dated  1G42.  Peihapt  there  were  two  edition  .  I.rdir.nl  aaye:  "At  the 
island  called  Aqucdney  are  about  two  hundred  families.  There  wn^  a  (btireh 
where  one  Ma«tfr  Clarice  was  elder.  The  place  where  the  church  \\  as  i< 
called  Xrwport,  but  tlmt  chiirrh  I  lienre  i<?  now  dis^olvod."  Ho  is  quoted  as 
evidence  against  the  existence  of  the  Baptist  chiu-ch  ut  Providence  at  the 
time  he  wiole,  btit  notiiit^  he  sayi  on  tiiat  mbject  is  lo  dirnet  to  tliat  point 
at  tiie  passage  here  given,  bearinip  upon  the  otiier  dUe  of  the  qneelion,  and 
which  ie  q«dte  ovolooked  in  the  dlscnenimi  referred  to  in  ttie  foragouig  diap- 
ter,  note  (2)  p.  107.  The  prfl  ul  ility  i&that  Lechford's  statement  is  correct, 
that  this  earlir  t  Aijii'^'lnfrk  clmrch  was  di!»5olvoil,  ntnl  that  in  llm  chancre  of 
doctrinal  opinion  so  n;«'  In  that  age,  tliere  soon  alter  aroae  from  the  mat' rials 
of  the  old  church,  and  including  it.^  pastor,  a  Baptist  church,  founded,  as  Cal- 
lender  beUcved  (R.  I.  U.  C.  iv.  117),  "in  1G14,  by  Mr.  John  Clarke  andeom* 
others." 

*  The  Tiewe  of  *' Thomas  Lechibrd,  of  demonts  Inne,  in  the  oonntj  of 
MiddleeeXt  Gent.,"  as  he  describes  himself  on  his  title-page,  tlie  High  Choxch- 
man,  writing  confessedly  to  prove  his  rii^lit  to  b**  so  nf.nM-lfr.  d,  may  be  pre- 
snmed  to  dinVr  matprially  from  thow  of  onr  aiitiiiomi  iu  progenitors  of  A(|ae(l'-> 
neck,  upon  the  controverted  question,  "  What  constitutes  a  chorch  ? 
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•foid,  and  that  at  Providence  things  grew  still  worse/'  chap. 
in  Pozitan  opimoni  and  a  Baptist  church  was  the  result,  ,_J^ 
will  not  be  held,  at  this  day,  to  militate  against  the  piety  1680. 
or  the  prudence  of  our  ancestors. 

The  military  organization  was  very  soon  completed,  ^5/ 
as  at  Portsmouth.  It  was  kept  dintinct  from  the  other 
biaaciies  of  government,  but  subject,  in  the  choice  of  offi- 
cers, to  the  approval  of  the  Magistrates.  Every  man  ca- 
pable of  hearing  arms  was  enrolled.  The  Body  of  the 
people,  viz.,  the  Traine  Band,"  were  left  free  to  choose 
their  own  officers  to  exercise  and  train  them,  who  were  to 
be  approved  by  the  Magistrates.  No  man  was  allowed 
to  go  two  miles  from  town,  or  to  attend  any  public  meet- 
infj,  nivh'r  penalty  of  five  shillings  fine,  without  carrying 
a  gun  or  sword.  The  danger  of  Indian  hostility  occa* 
flioned  this  great  precaution. 

Negotiations  with  Pocasset  were  already  in  progress 
with  a  view  to  a  united  government.  A  yet  more  im- 
portant project  was  discussed.  Mr.  Easton  and  Mr.  John 
Clarke  were  desired  to' write  to  Sir  Henry  Vane  about  the 
condition  of  the  island,  in  order  to  obtain  his  influence  in 
securing  a  cliarter  from  the  King.  Mr.  Thomas  Burr- 
wood,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Easton,  was  also  to  be  written  to 
on  the  same  subject.  The  Court  adjourned  for  three 
weeks.  In  the  interval  two  men,  having  broken  the  peace 
by  dronkennesSy  were  tried  by  the  Magistrate's^  or  par-  8. ' 
ticnlar  Court/'  and  fined  five  shillings  each^  according 
to  the  law  in  that  case  provided."  No  respect  of  persons 
was  shown  in  the  infant  commonwealth,  wlicn  anv  vio- 
lated  law  rcquireil  a  vindication.  At  thetwljoumed  meet- 
ing of  the  Quarter  Court  the  first  act  was  to  impose  a 
fine  of  five  shillings  upon  Mr.  Easton,  one  of  the  Elders, 
or  assistants,  for  attending  without  his  weapon.  The 
sanitary  precautions,  noticed  at  Pocasset,  were  taken  also 
at  Newport.  Hogs  were  prohibited  firoxn  running  at  large 
between  the  middle  of  April  and  October.   A  repeal  of 
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CHAP*  the  former  order  on  this  Bobject,  which,  it  may  be  remem- 
^^!^  bered,  required  their  remoyal  to  a  distance  of  six  miles 
1S89.  fiom  the  town,  or  to  some  adjacent  island,  would  maike 
lY.    it  appear  that  the  orders  passed  the  previoiis  year  at  Po- 

casset  were  held  to  be  in  force  at  Newport,  a  view  that  is 
strengthened  by  the  fact  of  their  having  carried  witli  them 
all  the  records,  as  l)et'ore  stated.  A  pair  of  Btocks  and  a 
whipping  post  were  now  ordered  for  the  town. 

The  earliest  export  trade  of  Ehode  Island  was  m  Inm— 
ber.  The  home  prices  were  regolated  by  law.  In  the 
earliest  enactment  on  this  snbjeot  these  aie  fixed  at  e^t 
shillings  the  hundred  for  sawed  boards,  seyen  sbiOingB  ibr 
half  inch  boards^  delivered  at  the  mill,  and  one  shilling  a 
foot  for  cla])l)oard8  and  fencin<r,  to  he  sound,  merchanta- 
ble stuff.  Tiiiii)er  was  not  to  he  cut  or  exported  without 
a  license.  By  a  record  at  rortsmouth,  now  mucli  defaced, 
it  appears  that  a  ship  load  of  pipe  staves  and  clapboards 
was  obtiuned  there  about  this  time.  A  few  years  later  * 
ship  building  was  commenced,  and  has  ever  since  been  an 
important  branch  of  business  in  the  State. 

A  scarcity  of  provisions,  which,  but  for  the  ample  sup- 
ply of  fish  and  game  that  abounded  in  the  sea  and  the 
forests,  would  have  threatened  a  famine,  caused  a  survey 
and  census  to  be  talvcn.  This  showed  that  there  were 
ninety-six  persons  inhabiting  the  town,  and  only  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  bushels  of  com  among  them.*  This  was 
equally  divided,  and  the  stock  was  calculated  to  last  for 

'  In  IGIti  tbu  Kcw  liiiYCQ  colony  built  a  ^hip  of  one  huudred  and  Sfty 
ions  at  fihode  Island.    Trumbull's  Conn.,  I,  161. 

*  Tlift  apparem  ^iicmpvncy  between  this  oentiis  of  vinalj-^ix  puttom  tnd 
tbe  vegiitered  lisl  of  one  hvndrad  ud  one  molw  in  October,  »  leconciled 
die  fact  that  nearly  all  of  tbe  first  list  of  fif^>iiiii6  men  resided  at  Pocaaiet 
Tlie  second  b'st  of  forty-two  were  new  corners  on  die  Island  and  lived  at  New^ 
port.  Tlie  npportirmrneiit  of  only  tlnrty-'^ix  qunrts  of  corn  t.>  im<-1i  prison  to 
last  tor  six  wetk-,  In  iug  loss  thau  oih'  i[u;ut  per  <l:iy,  hikI  that  t<jo  in  m\i- 
winter,  with  six  uioiiths  yet  to  harvest  time,  sUowa  a  fetu  iul  scurcity.  It  was 
evidently  contemplatod  to  obtain  supplies  from  abroad  within  the  six  weeks, 
bot  wb«M  or  bow  doei  not  appear. 

« 
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m  weeks.   The  next  i^narterly  meeting  was  held  Ibiir  chap. 
days  sooner  than  the  regular  time,  which  fidU  on  Sunday. 
Pnmsion  was  made  for  the  annual  election  of  all  the  of-  ^^j^' 

ficers,  to  be  held  on  the  twelfth  day  of  March,  forever  af-  29. 
ter,  iu  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Freemen,  and  Buch  as 
could  not  be  present  were  *'  to  send  in  their  votes,  sealed 
up,  to  the  Judge."  At  the  expiration  of  the  six  weeks 
fiom  the  time  the  com  was  divided,  all  the  sea  banks  weie  March 
deqlaied  fiee  fi>r  fishing,  but  whether  in  consequence  of  the 
saareiiy  of  pronmons,  or  as  a  simple  matter  of  public 
i^ht,  is  not  stated — probably  the  latter. 

At  the  first  General  Court  of  Election  ever  held  in 
Kev.  p  i  t,  very  important  proceedings  wm;  had,  William 
Hutchinson,  Judge,  and  several  of  tlic  principal  men  of 
Portsmouth,  who  had  not  before  appHed,  were  reunited 
to  the  Body,  and  some  who  had  been  re^pstered  as  inhab- 
itants in  October  were  now  admitted  as  freemen,  and  a 
gsneral  act  for  the  admission  of  freemen  was  passed  by 
the  nidted  Bodies  of  both  towns,  heieafter  to  constitate 
but  one  government.  The  style  and  number  of  the  mag- 
istrates were  cbaiif^ed.  The  titles  of  Judge  and  Elder 
were  abolished.  The  Chief  was  called  Governor,  the  next 
in  office  Deputy  Governor,  and  the  other  four  Magistiates, 
Assistants,  An  equal  number  of  the  general  officers  were 
to  be  chosen  fiom  each  town,  the  Gk>yemor  and  two  As- 
sistants fiom  one,  and  the  Deputy  Governor  and  two  As- 
sistants from  the  other.  The  change  of  the  name  of  Po- 
ca^ct  to  Portsmouth,  which  had  been  there  made  the  pre- 
vious July,  was  now  couliriRCil.  The  election  resulted  in 
the  choice  of  William  Coddington,  Governor,  William 
Brent-  it .  Deputy  Governor,  Nicholas  Easton,  John  Cogges- 
hall,  William  Hutchinson  and  John  Porter,  Assistants. 
The  two  latter  and  Mr.  Bienton  lived  at  Portsmouth. 
Bobert  Jeffreys,  of  Newport,  and  William  Balston,  of 
Portsmouth,  were  chosen  Treasurers.  William  Dyre, 
Secretary,  Jeremy  Clark  Coubtubic  for  Newport,  and  John 
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CHAP.  Sandfordfor  Portsmouth,  and  Henry  Bull,  Sergeant,  allibc 
one  year,  or  till  others  should  be  chosen.    The  Q-overnor 
1G40.  and  Assistants  were  made  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Five 
^13?^  men  were  selected  for  Portsmouth  and  three  for  Newport 
to  lay  out  lands,  and  prcmaion  was  made  to  record  land 
titles  ill  Lujiluiiiiiiv  thereto. 

This  union  of  the  towns  was  a  most  desirable  event. 
Already  the  cn  ils  of  a  divided  jurisdiction  had  become 
apparent,  while  the  rights  of  the  proprietors,  in  whom 
rested  the  fee  of  the  whole  island,  would  have  oo- 
cadoned  disputes  which  were  thus  happOy  prevented. 
The  idea  of  a  fiee  charter  also,  which  was  seriously  en* 
tertained  by  the  people,  doubtless  contributed  largely  to 
effect  a  union.  The  iiioveuient  was  ]iarticnlarly  benefi- 
cial to  Newport,  which  at  tliat  time  was  much  the  smaller 
of  the  two.  It  soon  became  virtually  the  capital,  al- 
though the  Quarter  Courts,  or  meetings  of  the  General 
Assemhly,  and  the  General  Courts  of  Election  were  held 
in  hoth  towns  at  various  times.  The  particular  Courts/' 
consisting  of  magistrates  and  jurors,  were  ordered  to  be 
held  1 11011  llily  in  eaeh  town.    These  Courts  had  jiirisdic- 

6.  tion  ill  uU  causes  not  invulviiii;  *•  lite  and  limb."  From 
their  decision  there  was  a  rii^lit  ol  appeal  to  the  Quarter 
Sessions,  which  were  held  tlie  first  Tuesdays  in  March, 
June,  September  and  December.  The  laws  were  revised 
and  several  of  them  repealed,  among.  wMch  was  the  one 
forfeiting  house  lots  that  were  not  built  upon  within  one 
year  from  the  grant.  * 

j^jy        A  formal  conveutioii  or  treaty  was  made  by  the  gov- 

7.  emmcnt  with  the  Narraganset  Indians,  and  duly  ratified 
at  the  iifxt  General  Court.  It  ])roHdos  tliat  no  tire 
should  1»L'  kindled  by  the  Indians  on  the  island,  but  such 
as  should  be  extinguished  on  their  departure,  and  if  any 
damage  result  therefrom  it  shall  be  made  good  on  legal 
trial  ;  that  for  a  hog  that  had  been  killed  by  an  Indian, 
ten  fii'  horns  of  wamjjum  should  be  paid  at  the  next  har- 
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vest ;  that  no  traps  for  deer  or  cattle  should  he  set  hy  In-  chap. 
dians  on  the  island  ;  that  if  any  Indian  was  unruly,  or  ^^L^ 
committed  any  small  crime,  he  should  he  punished  by  a  10  4(». 
magistrate,  according  to  law  ;  hut  if  the  charge  involved  ^q^' 
a  greater  sum  than  ten  fathoms  of  beads,  or  if  the  accused 
party  was  a  sachem,  however  trivial  the  charge,  then  Mi- 
autinoini  was  to  be  sent  for  to  be  present  at  the  trial  ; 
that  neither  English  nor  Indians  shouhl  take  the  canoes 
belonging  to  the  other  ;  that  no  bargain  once  made  should 
be  revoked,  and  that  no  idling  about  should  be  allowed. 

A  militia  law,  by  far  more  complete  than  any  law 
upon  that  subject  that  had  before  been  passed,  and  the 
most  copious  of  any  of  the  existing  acts,  now  appointed 
that  eight  times  a  year  the  bands  of  both  towns  were  to  be 
exercised  in  the  field,  and  that  two  general  musters,  one ' 
at  each  town,  were  to  be  held  every  year.  The  unusual 
minuteness  of  this  statute,  the  penalties  attached  to  its 
Tiolation,  and  the  stringency  of  its  application,  including 
as  it  did  every  man  who  should  remain  for  twenty  days 
on  the  island,  and  exempting  no  one  except  by  commuta- 
tion, evinces  the  feeling  of  insecurity  at  that  time  per- 
vading the  whole  of  New  England. 

It  has  been  said  that  at  one  time  Rhode  Island  was 
behind  all  other  States  in  providing  for  the  education  of 
her  people.  However  true  this  might  be  of  other  portions 
of  the  State  it  was  not  so  of  the  island.  At  this  Court, 
^r.  Robert  Lenthal  was  admitted  a  freeman.  He  had 
been  invited  to  come  and  conduct  public  worshi]),  which 
bad  previously  been  done  by  Mr.  Clark,  and  to  teach  a 
•chool.  By  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Newport  he  was 
"  called  to  keep  a  public  school  for  the  learning  of  youtli, 
and  for  his  encouragement  there  was  granted  to  him  and 
bis  heirs  one  hundretl  acres  of  land,  and  four  more  f  )r  a 
bouse  lot ;  "  it  was  also  voted  that  one  hundred  acres 
should  be  laid  forth  and  appropriated  for  a  school,  for  en- 
couragement of  the  po(ircr  sort,  to  train  up  their  youth 
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CHAP,  ill  learning,  and  Mr.  Robert  Lenthal,  while  he  coatinues 

^1^.  to  teach  school,  is  to  have  the  benefit  thereof." 

1640.  The  two  towns  were  placed  on  an  equal  footing  in  all 
respects.  They  were  allowed  to  draw  amilar  amounts 
from  the  public  treasury.  Two  Parliamentary  (or  Gei^ 
oral)  Courts  "  were  appointed  to  he  held  equally  at  Ports- 
moutli  iiiicl  Newport,  uii  tlie  Wuductsday  after  the  twellth 
of  March  and  of  October.* 

The  local  affairs  of  each  town  being  left  to  its  own 
mani^ment^  we  find  occasionally  some  matters  initiated 
there  which  afterwards  became  of  public  interests  Buch 

Sept  is  the  establishment  of  a  ferry  by  the  town  of  Portsmouth, 
^'  probably  at  or  near  the  spot  long  afterwards  known  as 
Rowland's}  ferry,  where  "  tlic  stuuc  bridge  "  now  i.s,  being 
the  narrowest  part  of  the  east  passage,  and  but  a  short 
distance  froru  the  original  settlement  of  Poeasset.  Thos. 
Gorton  was  appointed  ferryman.  The  fares  were  £xed  at 
sixpence  a  man,  or  threepence  each  if  more  than  three 
were  taken  at  one  trip,  andfourpence  a  head  for  gpata  and 
swine. 

The  Secretary  was  required  to  attend  the  two  General 
and  the  lour  Quarter  Sessions  courts,  recei\dng  threepence 
a  day  for  so  doing.  The  Governor  was  instructed  to  write 
to  the  Governor  of  Massacliusetts  to  learn  the  plans  of 
that  colony  with  regard  to  the  Indians.  Wintbrop  has 
fortunately  given  the  substance  of  that  letter,  which  was 
a  joint  communication  from  the  Governors  of  Hartfind, 
New  Haven  and  Aquedneck,  "wherein  they  declared 
their  dislike  of  such  as  would  luive  tlie  Indians  rooted  out, 
as  being  of  the  cursed  race  oi'  Ham,  and  their  desire  of 
our  mutual  accord  in  seeking  to  gain  them  by  justice  and 
kindness,  and  withal  to  watch  over  them  to  prevent  any 

'  The  record  ref\<h,  but  in  fact  tho  full  sp^^sion  was  ht^lil  in  September, 
six  inonlbs  nfter  tlif  .'•priii;^  f^c~si<n).  The  I'lu-t  iiiul  tlip  time  hoth  rr.jimr  in 
rendfriug  it  probalde  that  St-ptoiuLer  was  ii:tcnded,  and  tliat  October  wa* 
mritteQ  hj  mi«t«k«  of  the  Secntaiy. 
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danger  by  them,  etc.  We  retained  answer  of  oar  consent  chap. 
inth  them  in  all  things  propomided,  only  we  reftieed  to  ^..-v^ 

include  those  of  Aq^uiday  in  our  answer,  or  to  have  any 
treaty  with  them."  The  action  of  the  General  Court  of  7/ 
Massachuscits  on  this  snl))cct  is  instnicfive.  It  ^i^ves  an 
official  stamp  to  that  viadictivc  spirit  which  was  soon  to 
di^:]  l^y  itself  yet  more  signally  in  their  treatment  of 
Rhode  Island.  It  is  ordered  that  the  letter  lately  sent 
to  the  Governor  hy  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  Mr.  Haynes, 
Mr.  Ooddington  and  Mr.  Brenton,  bat  concerning  also  the 
Generall  Coiirte  shal  bee  thus  answered  by  the  Governor ; 
that  the  Coiirte  doth  assent  to  all  the  propositions  layde 
down  in  the  aforesaid  letter  ;  but  that  tlie  arisxM  r  nhall 
be  directed  to  Mr.  Eaton,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Mr.  Haynes, 
only  excluding  Mr.  Coddinn^ton  and  Mr.  Brenton,  as  men 
not  to  be  capitulated  withal  by  us,  either  for  themselves 
or  the  people  of  the  island  where  they  inhabit,  as  their 
case  standeth.'^  ■ 

The  second  General  Court  of  Election  was  held  at 

'  M.  C.  R.,  i.  305.  Upon  this  rec  n  l  <  ,f  the  Pari  tan  Legislature  ^Ir.  I^av- 
j-jje  cnmnT»Tst?  with  iiasparing  scveritj  in  a  note  to  the  nbovp  qnntpf!  pr\'*>nijf 
in  W  irithrijp.  H(3  &iijs  :  This  is  the  most  exnlted  triumpli  of  bigotry.  Fa- 
pigbk,  Jews,  Mowelmeo,  Idolators,  or  Atheists,  may  bo  good  parties  to  a  civil 
eompact,  bat  not  •nranMos  Protoitant  brethren,  of  vnimpeschaible  piety, 
limng  from  no  m  expUeation  of  uneaMntiAl,  or  nnTntelUpble,  points  of  donbt- 
tel  disputation.  It  ITM  ttot  enough  that  the  coinmon  charitios  of  life  mm 
bnkai  ol!^  bnt  onr  rulers  proved  tho  since  ritj  of  their  folly  by  refusing  con- 
nection in  a  jn>t  liiiJ  nerf>««ary  course  of  policy,  \s  h  rlpmniidf  l  the  concnr- 
rciH  c  .if  all  tli*  f  hu.tiitii'iis  on  our  coast.  Thi-;  ruuilui  t  also  appears  little 
niont  civil  than  prudent ;  fur  when  tboite  of  Aquidny  were  aasociated  by  the 
gentkmen  of  Conaocticnt  and  Kbw  Hwon  In  Otmr  nddmi,  tho  ioamr  dsoold 
hsvt  boon  dixectod  to  all  wiUiont  «acq)la.'*  Tho  Oovomor  of  HaainchiuBttt 
at  this  timo  wts  tho  bigoted  Dudley,  tho  man  upon  vhoio  pesson  there  wns 
found,  when  on  his  death-bed,  this  ori^nol  oonplet,  which  ombodios  tho  pro- 
TniHng  sentiment  of  tiio  age : — 

** Let  mc II  of  God  in  court  and  chnrebss  WSteh 
<Xer  sneh  as  do  a  tolentloa  haloh," 

n  TeiM  no  doobt  ooosidered  equaUj  ere^table  to  the  pie^  and  the  poetio 
gtah»  of  the  nnthor.  Wo  tUnk  it  wse.  That  inch  »  Chnremor  should  adopt 
meh  n  oonne        be  oi^eeted. 
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CHAF.  Portsmouth  and  lasted  three  days.  The  court  roll  of 
.^^^  freemen  contains  sixty  names.  An  engagement  to  be 
^^J^  taken  by  all  officers  of  the  State  was  fircuned  as  follows : 
16*18.  "  execution  of  this  office^  I  judge  myself  bound 

before  Grod  to  walk  faithfully,  and  this  I  profess  in  the 
presence  of  God."  The  only  change  in  general  officers 
was  ill  substituting  Kobert  Harding  and  William  Balstou 
as  assistants,  in  place  of  Nicholas  Easton  and  Willianj 
Hutchinson,  The  nature  of  the  government  was  defined 
in  these  remarkable  words:  It  is  ordered  and  unani- 
mously agreed  upon,  that  the. Government  which  this 
Bodie  Politick  doth  attend  unto  in  this  Island^  and  the 
Jurisdiction  ,  thereof,  in  favor  of  otir  Prince  is  a  democ- 
KACIE,  or  Pojinlar  Government ;  that  is  to  say,  il  i.^  la 
the  JN>\vre  of  the  Body  of  Freemen,  orderly  a^isembled, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  make  or  constitute  Just 
Lawes,  by  which  they  will^be  regulated,  and  to  depute 
from  among  themselves  such  Ministers  as  shall  see  them 
faithfully  executed  between  Man  and  Man."  Not  less 
remarkable  is  the  act  establishing  forever  the  tenure  of 
lands.  "  It  is  ordered,  Established  and  Decreed,  unani- 
mouslie,  that  all  men's  rmprieties  in  their  LjukIs  (•[  tlie 
Island,  and  tlie  Juriseliction  tlicrcof,  shall  bo  sncli,  and 
soe  free,  that  neyther  the  State  nor  any  Person  or  Persons 
shall  intrude  into  it,  molest  him  in  iff,  to  dcpriv^e  him  of 
anything  whatsoever  that  is,  or  shall  be  within  that,  or 
any  of  the  bounds  thereof ;  and  that  this  Tenure  and  Pro- 
priety of  his  therein  shall  be  continued  to  him,  or  bis,  or 
to  whomsoever  he  shall  assign  it  fur  Ever/'    And  thus  it 

«...  .■ 

continued  to  l>c  for  more  than  two  centuries.  The  feel- 
ing of  inviolability  which  invested  real  estate  in  Rhode 
Island  has  ever  formed  a  stiiking  characteristic  of  the 
people.  For  more  than  two  hundred  years  the  ownership 
of  land  was  essential  to  the  privileges  of  a  freeman,  and, 
by  the  law  of  primogeniture,  entitled  the  oldest  son  to 
the  same  immunities,  in  right  of  his  father,  until  altered 
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by  the  adoption  of  the  State  (  institution  in  1843.    And  chap. 
yet  more  singular  was  it  that  until  the  revision  of  the 
code  in  January,  1857,  nowhere  in  Bhode  Island  could  ^^^^j* 
real  estate  he  attached  for  debt  except  in  the  absence  of  iqJis! 
the  debtor.    So  long  as  he  remained  anywhere  mthin  the 
iiirisdiction  of  the  State,  his  land  wan  secured  to  him  hy 
die  operation  of  this  earliest  law  and  its  suhseciuent  mod- 
ifications. 

A  "  State  "  seal  was  ordered,  to  be  a  sheaf  of  arrows 
bound  up,  with  the  motto  Amor  vtncet  omnia^"  en- 
graved upon  the  leash.  The'  word  State  "  appears  ht 
the  first  time  in  this  decree.   The  possession  of  a  seal  has 

always  been  held  as  one  of  the  insignia  of  sovereis^ity,  or 
of  excluHive  rights.  Its  adoption  hy  a  yet  iineliartered 
'^-overnTnent  was  significant.  Tlic  inott')  wan  no  less  so. 
From  the  absence  of  tlic  all-conquering  affection,  as  dis- 
played in  the  conduct  of  their  brethren,  they  had  suffered 
too  much  not  to  feel  its  value.  They  thus  emblazoned 
their  opinions  to  the  world,  ^and  at  the  same  time  passed 
an  ever-memorable  law  which  illustrates  their  motto :  ''It 
was  further  ordered,  by  the  authority  of  this  present 
Courte,  that  none  be  accounted  a  Delinquent  for  Doc- 
trine  :  Provid^  il,  it  he  not  directly  repugnant  to  y*  Gov- 
ernment or  Lawcs  establiBhed."  Heligious  liberty  was 
here  set  forth  in  terms  not  to  bo  mistaken,  when  it  is  re- 
membered that  no  laws  existed  relating  to  matters  of 
&itb.  "  The  people  having  recently  transferred  the  ju* 
dicial  power  from  their  own  control  to  the  Court  and  Ju- 
ries, they  enacted  this  law  protecting  liberty  of  con- 
science, not  cliousing  to  trust  tiie  Judiciary  with  the  keep- 
ing of  that  sacred  princi]>le  for  which  they  had  trans- 
ported themselves,  lirst  f  rom  England  and  then  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. It  was  the  foundation  of  the  fiiture  Statutes 
and  Bills  of  Bights,  which*  distinguished  the  early  laws 
and  chatacter  of  the  State  and  people  of  Bhode  Island 
Irom  the  other  English  Colonies  in  America." '   At  no 

'  BttU'ii  Memoir  ol  Khode  IaIiukL 
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CHAP,  pt'nod  of  the  world  bas  leligiaDS  inquiiy  been  more  rife 
than  during  the  Beventeentli  century.   It  was  Eminently 

1041.  an  age  of  progreBS  in  spirittial  development^  and  as  a 
natural  result,  or  cause,  as  dififerent  minds  may  view  it, 

it  ViiJLS  the  palmy  cm  of  tlieological  controversy.  Else- 
where an  avowal  of  iiKle])ciKk'nt  thought  was  attended 
with  danger  to  the  liberty,  the  property,  or  the  life  of  the 
earnest  thinker.  Here  it  was  intended  to  remove  all  such 
obstacles  to  free  discussion,  and  to  kave  a  fair  field  for 
truth  to  work  out  its  deepest  problems.  That  in  this 
process  many  opinions,  which  in  our  day  may  appear  &n- 
cifdl,  fanatical,  or  visional  y,  and  which  may  be  regarded 
as  idle  vagaries  or  spiritual  absurdities,  were  warmly  ex- 
pressed and  Htoutly  TURinta?n''<l,  is  no  reproach  to  tlic 
principle  that  permitted  their  utterance.  In  an  inquiring 
age,  when  the  minds  of  men  were  agitated  by  new  and 
startliog  theories  in  religion  and  govemment ;  when  the 
progress  of  liberal  sentiments  was  awakening  to  fresh  life 
the  dormant  energies  of  the  old  world,  and  urging  its  op- 
pressed i)eople  to  seek  an  asylum  in  the  new  ;  when 
education  was  becoming  more  dilYused,  and  phili'.so]>by 
was  11)  longer  confined  to  the  schools,  or  the  elenieuts 
of  polity  to  the  court  :  when  men  had  begun  to  think 
for  themselves,  and  dared  to  question  kingly  preroga- 
tive and  priestly  assumption ;  when  all  £urope  was  em- 
broiled in  wars  and  distracted  by  revolutionary  senti- 
ments, it  is  not  strange  that  crude,  grotesque,  and 
unstable  notions  shoulil  l)leiul  wllli  tbe  esseniiai  truths 
wliicli  lay  at  tbe  bottom  of  all  this  cuiiiniotiun.  Novel 
ideas  were  started,  new  sects  were  established,  secret 
societies  abounded,  and  those  phenomena  which  ever 
attend  a  transition  state,  and  which,  in  this  case,  were 
a  continuation  of  the  movement  of'  the  preceding  ceur 
tuiy,  were  everywhere  apparent.  The  law  of  Rhode 
Island  first  sanctioned  their  existence,  and  foreshadowed 
the  spirit  of  a  future  age.    That  "heresies"  should 


Digitized  by  Google 


BXPTJTBD  HEBBSIEB  AT  AQUEDNSCK. 


151 


abaand  in  such  a  coxnmimitj  was  inevitable,  and  onr  chap. 
Puritan  neighbors  fennd  deligbt  in  tecotding  them  with 
more  fulness  of  detail  than  accuracy  or  jnopi  iety  of  ex-  1641. 

presBion.  Again  wc  arc  indchted  to  Winthrop'a  Journal 
for  facts  of  which  no  record  is  to  ])o  foiiiul  in  onr  own  col- 
lections ;  and  wc  prefer  to  ({uotc  hini,  becau:je  lie  was  the 
moBi  liberal  man  of  his  ugc  and  station,  to  citing  the 
mote  bitter  denunciations  of  Hubbard  and  IMather,  or  the 
many  other  writers  of  that  and  the  succeeding  century, 
whose  Dudleian  spirit  would  perhaps  more  truly  portray 
the  prevailing^  temper  of  the  times.  Governor  Winthrop 
says  :  l\li6.  Hutchinson  and  those  of  Aquiday  island,  Au^. 
hruached  new  heresies  every  year.  Divers  of  them  turned 
professed  anabaptists,  and  would  not  wear  any  arms,  and 
denied  all  magistracy  among  Christians,  and  maintained 
that  there  were  no  churches  since  those  founded  by  the 
apostles  and  evangelists,  nor  could  any  be,  nor  any  pas^ 
tors  ordained,  nor  seals  administered  but  by  such,  and 
that  the  church  was  to  want  these  all  the  tune  she  con- 
tinued in  the  wilderness,  as  yet  she  was ;  "  '  and  again, 

*  ii.  SS,  40.  TLc  tcrnif  anabaptist  ami  antinominn  were  used  generally  to 
dj  -I^nate  all  di-senters  fmm  the  established  faith,  and  were  not  applit '  an  is 
tAteo  «i:ppo«cti,  spccirically  to  t^ie  Bap?i«tf<  an<l  Tndepenflpnf?  an  (^Iiristiau  sects. 
In  the  ubuve  cntimeratioii  of  (lix:tt*iues  aacribeU  tu  tlm  former,  there  is  not 
on«i  that  was,  or  ever  hins  been  held  by  the  Baptists,  while  the  distinctiTo  fca- 
iwe  of  that  denominatkm  is  not  ertn  ni«fktioiied«  Hoat  of  tho  doetrinea 
naiMd  mm  held  bjr  the  Seeken,  who  were  aftarwazda  chiefly  merged  in  the 
Society  of  Friends,  aod  by  their  oppoaents  styled  Quaken»  nntil  that  name, 
like  that  of  Christian,  has  grown  from  an  epithet  of  contempt  to  bo  an  hon- 
omblo  nppcllation.  Mnny,  If  not  all,  of  th«'«e  (loctrinos.  m  a  mnrlltiril  form, 
are  held  by  thfin  fit  tlii"  <lny.  Thp  tcnti  rip|>lio'l  by  Wintlirup  is  liablo  to 
mislead,  ihat  siuiilariiy  uf  tiaute  implies  cuticurrcnco  of  scutiment,  is  an 
idea  as  common  as  it  is  superOciul—a  truth  well  illustrated  in  the  vagne  nse 
here  made  of  the  word  *  anabaptist*  by  our  Foritan  joomalist,  and  since  so 
«ften  repeated  by  his  Prelatical  bre&ren. 

The  shir  upon  Mr.  Easton  in  the  next  passage  n<:-cAs  no  comment.  If  the 
reader  dcMres  one  he  will  find  it  in  a  note  to  Winthrop,  i.  2H1.  The  first 
\hrp<^  rrf  ntlcmen  therp  named  were  all,  at  vurions  tiiiiL  S,  Covernr^r*?  of  tho 
colony.  Soint:*.  of  whom  was  Mr.  Coddinpton,  Ic^raino  ( bi;ik<  r>,  :mil  others 
Baptiscta  with  Mr.  Clarke ;  which  is  no  doubt  the  "  schism  thai  broke  up  the 
original  Aquednedk  drarch|  of  which  Mr,  Clarke  was  elder. 


Digitized  by  Google 


152  mSTOBY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  EUODE  ISLAND. 

"  Other  troubles  uroso  in  the  island  by  reason  of  one 
NicholaB  Easton,  a  tanner,  a  man  Teiy  bold,  though  igno- 
rant. He  using  to  teach  at  Newport,  where  Mr.  Cod- 
dington  their  governor  lived,  maintained  that  man  hath 
no  power  or  will  in  .  himself,  hut  as  he  is  acted  hj  God, 
timl  tluit  seeing  God  filled  all  things,  nothing  cuiild  be  or 
move  l)ut  by  him,  and  so  he  must  needs  be  the  author  of 
sin,  etc.,  and  that  a  Christian  is  united  to  the  essence  of 
God.  Being  showed  what  blasphemous  consequences 
would  follow  hereupon,  they  professed  to  abhor  the  conse^ 
quences,  hut  still  defended  the  propositions,  which  dis- 
covered their  ignorance,  not  apprehending  how  God  could 
make  a  creature  as  it  were  in  himself,  and  yet  no  part  of 
his  essence,  so  we  see  l>y  iauKli.Lr  instances  ;  the  light  is 
in  the  air  and  in  cvlit  ])art  uf  it,  yet  it  is  not  air.  but  a 
distinct  thing  from  it.  There  joined  with  Nicholas  Eas- 
ton,  Mr.  Coddington,  Mr.  Coggeshall,  and  some  others, 
out  their  minister  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Lenthall,  and  Mr. 
Harding,  and  some  others  dissented  and  puhlidy  opposed, 
whereby  it  grew  to  such  heat  of  contention,  that  it  made 
a  schism  among  them." 

An  event  that  greatly  alarmed  llii'  inlijibitants  of  the 
4.  island  occurred  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Court. 
Some  Indians,  contrary  to  the  treaty  of  July  previous, 
kindled  a  fire  on  Mr.  Easton's  land,  whereby  his  houses 
the  first  one  huilt  at  Newport,  was  destroyed.  A  misun* 
derstanding  ensued  that  threatened  the  most  serious  re* 
suits.  An  armed  heat  was  fitted  out  to  ply  round  the 
island  to  prevent  any  Indians  from  landing.  Two 
English  were  wounded  and  one  Indian  killed,  in  a  skir- 
mish.   Fortunately  peace  was  ^oou  restored. 

At  the  ensuing  Court,  the  law  of  liberty  of  conscience 
was  re-enacted,    "  It  is  ordered  that  the  law  of  the  last 
Sept.  Court,  made  concerning  Lihertie  of  Conscience  in  point  oi 
Doctrine,  is  perpetuated/'   A  license  to  practise  surgery 
^  was  granted  to  Mr.  Bobert  Jeffreys,  the  Treasiuer  of 
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Newport.    This  is  the  earliest  record  of  a  licensed  sur-  char 
geon,  bat  it  "wbb  not  the  only  case  where  such  a  license 
was  granted  hj  the  Legislature  in  this  State.   The  price  1641. 
of  com  was  fixed  at  four  shillings  a  busheL  Inspectors 

of  pork  were  appointed,  tu  whom  all  swine  killed  uii  the 
island  were  to  be  sliowij,  luukT  peiialty  of  five  jiduikLs. 
Earmarks  for  swine  and  goats  were  regulated  by  the 
CTonrt,  the  right  of  property  in  them  recogmzed,  and  the 
marks  required  to  be  recorded. 

The  following  spring  the  same  general  officers  were 
choeen,  except  that  Mr.  Easton,  who  had  been  super-  ^oTr.' 
seded  by  Bobert  Harding  at  4he  last  election,  was  re- 
elected an  assibtaiit,  and  Mr.  Harding  dropped.  *  These 
gentlemen  continued  in  oiiice  until  the  charter  govern- 
ment was  organized,  live  years  later.  Sentence  of  dis- 
franchisement was  passed  upon  four  freemen^  ^  and  their 
names  struck  from  the  roll,  and  in  case  they  came  armed 
on  the  island)  they  were  to  be  disarmed  and  put  under 
bonds  for  good  behavior.  Unfortimately  the  reasons  for 
this  earliest  decree  of  virtual  banishment  are  not  gi  \  en. 
Three  uLhcrs  were  suspended  the  privilege  of  votings  tw  o  ' 
until  they  should  give  satisfactiuu  for  their  od'onces,  who 
were  afterward  restored,  and  Mr.  Lenthal,  the  minister, 
who  had  returned  to  Engkud.  Amendments  and  altera- 
tions  of  laws  were  constantly  made.  Only  such  as  were 
permanent  or  of  special  interest  can  here  be  noticed. 
The  fee  list  was  remodelled.  Any  arms  or  ammunition 
were  forbidden,  tmder  heavy  fine,  to  be  supplied  to  the 
Indians.  Jurors  were  elected  by  the  freemen  in  town 
meeting.    Those  who  were  only  inhabitants  could  serve, 

'  In  the  term  "general  officen,"  are  here  iudoded  the  Qommor,  Deputy 
Oomnor,  the  fonr  AMiitento  and  Secretaiy  only.  The  two  Treararers,  two 
SogVMtf  atyl  two  Constablei^  one  of  each  for  eaoh  town,  are  not  epeoified  in 
the  text,  u  t!i  'r  dutlea  were  moatljr  local,  and  the  repetition  of  eo  manj 
namcH  woulii  1>"  t'  lious. 

*  KicijJinl  <  ':ir.l.  r,  Randal  HoMen,  SSampeon  iilmtton  and  Bobert  Potter. 

'  Ooorgt)  i'urkcr  and  Jobu  Brigg*. 
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CHAP,  as  well  as  freomen,  on  the  jury,  by  virtue  of  their  frceliold 
^^  '-^r  estates.  The  pay  of  the  jurors  was  fixed  at  one  shilling 
16  4  2.  for  every  cause  brought  to  trial. 

^11]'       The  island  abounded  in  wild  animals.    Deer  were 

\eTy  abundant  and  were  made  a  source  of  revenue  ;  every 
mini  ^vllo  killed  one, -except  on  his  own  land,  being,  at 
one  time,  required  to  give  one  lialf  of  it  into  tlie  treasury, 
or  to  pay  a  commutation  uf  two  pounds  sterling.  Hunt- 
ing parties  were  sent  out  to  obtain  venison  for  public  use 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Courts.  The  Indians  were  not  al- 
lowed to  IdU  them^  except  occasionally  by  special  license, 
nor  were  traps  permitted  to  be  set  for  them,  under  a 
penalty  of  five  pounds,  except  by  the  freeliolder  on  Ids 
own  land,  and  at  a  later  period  they  were  proteeted  by 
game  laws.  Foxes  gave  much  trouble.  A  premium  of 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence  a  head  was  offered  for  them, 
to  be  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  town  where  they  were 
killed.  Wolves  were  numerous,  and  so  destructive  to  the 
cattle  that  men  were  hired  by  the  day  to  hunt  them,  and 
were  paid  besides,  thirty  shillings  a  head  for  every  one 
killed,  which  bounty  was  BO(;n  increased  to  five  puiuids, 
and  a  ^])eeial  tax  levied  for  tliis  purpose,  to  ])e  paid  by 
the  farmers  in  proportion  to  their  num  ~  of  cattle. 
Boger  Williams  was  commissioned  to  arran^  *  Mian- 
tinomi  for  a  grand  hunt  to  extirpate  them,  wmw,  how- 
ever, was  not  BO  thoroughly  done  hot  that,  for  several 
years,  they  contuiued  to  be  a  source  of  annoyance.  * 

The  important  subject  of  a  charter,  which  three  years 
before  had  been  diseiissedj  was  again  ci^nsivlered  at  this 
'    session,  and  a  committee,  eo;n]»o^ed  of  the  general  officers, 
with  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Mr.  Harding  and  Mr.  John  Clark, 

'  Wolm  we  often  mentioiied  is  lihe  records  ct  Aqnedaeek,  m  in  Jan., 
1$68,  vhen  Poitnnoaih  Mked  Newport  to  aid  in  dxiviDg  tbe  iilMid— nid 
•gailLOa  lOA  Nov.»  1668,  M-bcn  "  the  island  was  to  be  driven  the  otii  (kir 

day  on  aecotint  of  tbe  destruction  of  sheep  by  wolves  and  other  vennin." 
On  the  mntn  land  they  existed  intich  Inri;:^^^,  an  1  were  repeatedly  the  subject* 
of  legislation  by  the  Assembly,  to  the  close  ot  tbo  century,  and  eveo  later. 
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was  appointed  with  full  power  to  act.  Actual  residence  chap 
on  the  island  was  required  to  entitle  any  freeman  to  vote,  >.^v^ 

but  no  one  could  be  disfraneliised  unless  the  majority  of  ^^^^^ 
the  entire  body  ^v{ls  present  at  the  meeting.  Only  eleven  i^.* 
days  before  this  Court  convened,  the  four  Pawtuxet  men, 
mentioned  in  the  previous  chapter,  had  submitted  them- 
seLves  and  their  lands  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts. 
An  act  so  dangerous  to  the  independence  of  the  colony, 
and  which  might  he  taken  as  a  precedent  hy  other  dis- 
alTected  persons,  could  not  hSL  to  create  much  excitement. 
The  people  of  Aquedneck  promptly  took  precaution  to 
av'tid  such  a  peril  to  theinst'lves,  by  adojitinii;  an  order 
that  no  person  should  sell  his  lands  to  any  other  jurisdic- 
tion, or  person  therein  not  subject  to  the  government  of 
the  island,  on  pain  of  £)rfeiture. 

Arrangements  were  made  at  this  time  to  establish  a 
regular  trade  with  the  Dutch  at  Manhattan.  It  is  indic-  , 
ative  of  the  feelinir  existing  towards  Rhode  Island  in  the 
r«ther  eolunies  that  she  was  driven  to  this  step  ;  a  feeling; 
of  which  tlie  most  painful  evidence  was  shortly  to  be  given. 
The  governor  and  deputy  were  instructed  to  "  treat  with 
the  goremor  of  the  Dutch  to  supply  us  with  neces- 
saries, and*  take  of  our  commodities  at  such  rates  as 
mayh^  '  Me''  Had  there  been  a  spirit  of  kindness, 
or  even'  of  passive  il^diflference,  in  place  of  open  hostility, 
in  tlie  neij^hboring  provinces,  Rhode  Island  would  not 
have  ]>eeii  obliged  to  treat  with  the  forcii^n  and  distant 
settlement  at  Hew  York  for  the  supply  of  her  wants.' 
But  the  prejudice  excited  by  her  different  faith,  and  more 
liberal  sentiments^  was  about  to  he  manifested  in  an  act 
which  &w  men  at  this  day  can  contemplate  without  sur- 

'  Prior  to  tlie  arrival  of  the  EaglUb  the  West  India  Company  csUibliehed 
txading-poet  Kl  Dateh  Itbmd  in  Namguka«C  Bay.  Mr.  Broa^hMftd  mj»: 
About  the  same  time  tba  Indian  tid*  to  tba  island  of  *  Qnotenls,' 

near  tbo  *  Boode  Iiland,'  in  NanagtHMt  Bay,  was  lecarc  !  f  >r  the  West  India 

C'^'nipmiy,  aud  a  trading-post  was  established  there,  nndor  tlic  superintcndenco 
of  Al'raliam  PIott  TM  n.**  Brosi  llu-a-rs  History  of  Iscw  York.  t-li.  viit.  ro!.  1,  p. 
268,  rin.l  note.  IVsitie*  tJiis  tli--  l)iit€h  had  two  fortitied  trading  posts  on  tlid 
•r  uih  niiorc  lit  Narragajisct,  in  w  hat  i*  now  Cliarlestowu. 
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CHAP,  pnse  and  indignstioiu  The  exposed  condition  of  tho 
countiy  bad  soggested  tbe  idea  of  a  tmion  of  all  the  Ne  v 

1648.  England  colonies  in  a  league  of  defence  against  the  In- 
dians. Six  years  before,  just  at  the  close  of  the  Pequot 
war,  when  tlie  plautatifm  at  Providence  was  in  its  iiif.mry 
and  til  *  Fottlcment  of  Aquedneck  had  not  bt'gim,  the  sul>- 
ject  was  Hist  considered.  ^lany  difficulties  served  to  re- 
tard the  consummation,  chiedy  arising  from  jenlnnsy  in 
the  other  colonies  of  the  power  or  the  designs  of  Massa- 
chusetts. These  fears  had  no  good  foundation,  unless  on 
the  part  of  Bhode  Island,  which  was  the  only  one  that 
did  not,  at  some  time  during  the  negotiation,  display 
them.  Wu  have  seen  that  two  years  ago  she  imited  with 
Plynioiith  and  the  two  Cunnecticut  colonies  in  a  joint 
letter  to  Massachusetts,  uj)on  the  subject  that  fonned  the 
basis  of  the  confederacy;  and  we  have  read  how  those 
overtures  were  approTed  as  related  to  the  mst,  and  le- 
pellcd  with  unmanly  insult  as  regarded  her.  The  times 
now  demanded  immediate  action.  Fears  were  entertained 
of  the  Dutch,  especially  by  Connecticut,  while  the  Indians 
daily  threatened  a  general  combination  to  exteruiinate 
the  wliilos.  TIk'}'  were  ]uH-'»ming  sujtplied  witli  lire-arms 
and  skilled  in  their  use.  The  peril  was  imminent.  The 
New  England  confederacy  was  formed  by  Massachusetts, 
Plymouth^  Connecticut  and  Kew  Haven,  with  their  sub- 
ordinate settlements,  and  styled  the  United  Colonies  of 
New  England.  By  express  stipulation  no  other  jurisdic- 
tion was  to  ho  admitted.  It  was  mainly  a  league  for 
miuual  defence,  but  contained  an  artiele  lor  the  rendition 
of  fugitive  Fi  rv.ints  aiul  escaped  criminals,  with  some 
other  matters  of  international  comity.  From  some  sud- 
denly conceived  jealousy  on  the  part  of  Massachusetts, 
Maine,  then  a  propriety  of  Sir  Ferdinando  (Jorges,  which 
had  been  included  in  the  preliminary  negotiations,  was 
not  permitted  to  join  the  alliance.  ^    Bhode  Island  was 

'  Hubbard  assigns  the  reosou,  "  bccatuc  they  rao  a  differcat  couise  from 
th«  rest,  bodi  in  ihcir  mlniitij  «iid  their        adminlrtnitioiH.  Nor  indeed 
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perhaps  the  most  exposed  of  all  the  colonies,  yet  although  chap. 
the  coiifedeiated  States  already  owed  their  existence  to  s.^^ 
the  heroism  of  her  founder,  (and  were  shortly  again  to  ^^^^ 
receive  the  benefit  of  that  practical  Christianity  which  19; 
they  could  nut  compreheud,  in  averting  for  the  second 
time  a    *^enernl  war,  by  his  effective  ijillut  iice  in  tlie 
wavering  councils  of  the  iJarragansetts,)  neitlier  of  the 
colonies  within  her  limits  was  invited  to  join  the  lenp^iio, 
and  her  subsequent  application  for  that  object  met  with  a 
stem  refusal  ^   She  was  left  to  stand  alone  amid  dangers 
from  &inine,  pestilence  and  war.    Her  only  strength  was 
in  the  valor  of  her  sons  and  the  truth  of  her  ])rincij)Ies. 
Had  tlic  lex  taliouis  been  her  guide,  as  it  lias  licrii  of 
most  governments,  she  would  have  been  jubtilied  by  the 
necessities  to  wldeli  she  was  leduced,  and  might  liave 
compelled  admission  to  the  league,  by  withdrawing  her 
restraining  influence  from  the  Indians^   It  is  one  of  the 
brightest  spots  in  her  history  that  in  this  dark  hour  the 
magnanimity  of  her  founder  actuated  her  councils.   T urn- 
iVuiii  the  ingratitude  of  the  Puritans,  she  appealed  to 

were  tbey  at  that  time  Ainiiahed  with  inhobituita  fit  for  mch  «  purpose,  for 
tlHj  bad  lately  made  Agamenticos  (a  poor  village)  a  corporation,  and  had 

made  a  moan  person  mayor  tlicruof,  and  had  also  cntt'rtained  a  contentious 
person,  ami  r^no  Tin.lpr  off-ricn.  for  thnr  m'ni-t'-'r."  2  31.  II.  C,  vt.  4f»7.  Yet 
the  year  before  ^ilaine  was  not  considered  so  unworthy.  Winllmtp's  JouruaJ, 
LL  Sit. 

*  It  would  be  UBgratefnl  not  to  aoknowledge  the  grace  estended  hj  the 
General  Court  to  the  pcoplt;  of  Aqoedneck,  bj  a  vote  of  Sept  7th,  1648. 
**  lliej  of  Aqnidneek  are  granted  to  baj  ft  bamll  of  powder,  provided  lieut. 

Morris  pve  caution  that  it  bee  implied  for  the  defence  of  the  iland  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  Governor  and  Deputy."  M.  C.  11.,  ii.  44.  Bnt  even  this  favor 
wa^  (L  t;u  'l  t )  the  Providenc  •  enlnny,  ^vllo  were  fnr];i 'den  all  trude  with  Bos- 
ton, even  t  >  t\w  purchase  of  arms  and  animunitiun  in  tliis  fearful  crifsis.  That, 
alter  mc\i  cnu  l  and  ungrateful  conduct,  lioger  \S  iiiiaius  should  again  ijitcr- 
poss  to  save  the  United  Colonies  when  hie  own  life  and  fikoee  of  hie  friends 
wm  teeare  in  tlw  love  of  the  Namganaetts,  who  made  a  trealj  of  nentralitj 
irith  them  at  thie  very  time,  rembds  ne  of  CKbbon'e  comment  on  the  conduct 
of  Belisarius  in  a  ( a'*  of  domestic  iiiH  lf  lity,  **  the  unconquerable  patience 
and  lojalty'  of  BeliMrios  appears  either  below  or  above  the  character  of  a 

MAW.*' 
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the  king.  Roger  Williams  was  sent  to  England  to  inter- 
cede for  a  charter  ;  and  because  the  tyranny  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  would  not  relax,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
passage  at  New  York.  A  free  charter  was  ohtained. 
The  despised  colonies  soon  assumed  the  rank  of  a  united 
and  independent  State,  and  to  the  subsequent  harshnc  8s  of 
her  nci;:;lil)ors,  was  e!ial)Ied  to  oppose  the  language  of  bold, 
but  courLetuis  leiiiuustrance.  One  of  the  cfirliest  pn>ceed- 
ings  of  the  league  was  to  sanction  the  dark  deed  i^ecorded 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  tlie  murder  of  Miantinomi^  the 
too  &ithM  &iend  of  Bhode  Island. 
'  The  frequent  alaims  led  to  the  establishment  of  a 
night  watch  in  Portsmouth,  which  seems  to  have  per- 
16184.  fee  ted  the  sybteiii  of  precautions  that  liad  so  long  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  people.  The  next  General 
March  Court  cbau*i:cd  tlie  name  of  Aquedneck  to  the  "Isle  of 
Bhodes  or  Khode  Island."  *  The  last  recorded  act  of 
the  Aquedneck  assembly  declared  that  the  majority  of 
the  major  part  of  the  body  appearing,  should  haye  full 
power  to  transact  business,  and  to  impose  penalties  upon 
those  who  did  not  attend,  or  who  left  the  meeting  with- 
16  44.  out  leave. 

Jf^ay  The  alarm  of  Indian  war  again  spread  tlirongh  the 
colonies.  A  letter  from  Canonicus  and  Pcssicus  was  re- 
ceived by  Gov.  Winthrop,  announcing  their  intention  to 
revenge  upon  Uncas  the  death  of  Miantinomi.  Two 
messengers  were  sent  at  once  to  the  Narragansetts  to  dis- 
suade them,  but  without  eflPect.  The  people  of  Aqued* 
neck  applied  to  Massachusetts  for  powder,  but  were  re- 
fused, as  Plymoutli  liad  been,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  a 
scarcity  of  anununition ;  a  refusal  which  Winthrop  re- 

Oct,  ^^^^^  ^  error  of  policy,  for  although  they  were  des- 
perately erroneous  "  it  would  be  a  great  advantage  to 
the  Indians"  if  they  were  cut  off,  '^and  a  great  inconve* 
nience  to  the  English  should  they  be  forced  to  seek  pro- 

'  S«e  note  on  the  ori^  of  ibis  name  at  the  cIom  of  clui|>t«r  iL 
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tection  from  the  Dutch."    The  commiBUoners  of  the  chap. 
United  Colonies^  at  their  next  meeting,  lemoved  the  im- 
mediate  dftnger^  having  gammoned  the  dispntantB  to  1644. 
Hartioid,  where  an  armistice  was  agreed  upon  till  the 

next  year. 

The  records  of  the  General  Court  of  A^jiunhicck  now 
cease,  and  no  town  records  of  Newport  remain  to  enlighten  ^ 
m  on  the  current  events  of  the  next  two  years.  That 
the  same  general  officers,  who  had  already  been  elected 
three  soccessive  years,  and  whose  term  of  office  was  "  for 
one  whole  year,  or  till  a  new  be  chosen/'  continued  to 
cany  on  the  goTemment,  and  that  its  judicial  powere 
were  exon  iijcd  by  them  as  far  as  was  necessary,  tliere  can 
be  no  doubt.  The  mutilated  pages  of  rortsmoutl]  nid 
somewhat  in  filling  this  unwelcome  gap,  and  coniinn 
the  fact 'that  if  no  General  Courts  were  convened  in  this 
interral,  town  meetings  were  held  in  both  the  towns,  and 
their  decrees  executed  by  the  general  officers.  The 
deputy  governor  and  one  assistant  were  authorized  to 
appoint  all  town  meetings  at  Portsmouth.  Leave  was 
given  to  Osaincqiiin,  or  Massasoit,  with  ten  men  to  kill  Aug. 
ten  deer  within  the  liuiits  of  the  town,  which  were  to  bo 
shown  to  Mr.  Brent  on  and  Mr.  Balaton,  and  he  was  to 
quit  the  island  within  five  days.  Several  other  meetings 
are  recorded  during  this  year  relating  solely  to  local  af- 
ftirs.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Plymouth  colony  sent 
a  magistrate  to  Aquedneck  to  forbid  tbe  government  Nov. 
there  from  exercising  any  authority,  and  claiming  the 
island  to  be  within  their  jurisdiction,  contrary  to  their 
express  admission  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  seven  years  ^* 
befbie. 

A  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  John  Brown, 
who  was  commissioned  for  this  purpose,  is  fortunately 
pveserved  by  Winslow,  *  at  that  time  Governor  of  Ply* 
mouth.   These  are  :  1.  That  a  great  part  of  th^  sup- 

^  Hypocmie  Uamoaked,  S3. 
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CUAP.  posed  government  is  within  the  line  of  the  government  of 
^J!^  Plymouth.  2.  That  we  assuredly  know  that  this  ever  to 
1C44.  be  honored  Hoiue  of  Parliament  would  not,  nor  will 
^  g  '  when  they  shall  know  it,  take  from  ns,  the  most  ancient 
plantation,  any  part  of  the  Ime  of  onr  government  former- 
ly granted  ;  it  Ixino^  contnuy  to  their  principles.    3.  To 
forbid  them  and  all  and  every  one  of  tlioiii  to  exercibc  any 
autlioiiiy,  or  power  of  government  within  the  limits  of 
our  letters  patent.    4.  To  certify  them  that  Coweset  is 
not  only  within  the  gaid  limits,  but  that  the  Sachem 
thereof  and  his  sons  have  taken  protection  of  this,  our  gov- 
ernment.  And,  therefore,  to  forbid  them  to  enter  upon 
any  part  of  his  or  their  lands  without  due  order  and  leave 
from  our  government." 

A  settled  purpose  was  disikyod  hy  the  PnTitan  colo- 
nies, soon  after  the  charter  was  received  by  Rhode  Island, 
to  set  it  aside  by  every  possible  plea  that  coiild  affect  its 
validity.  The  active  measures  thus  taken  by  Plymouth 
were  at  the  same  time  pursued,  yet  more  vigorously,  if 
indeed  they  were  not  directly  instigated,  by  Massachusetts. 
The  more  liberal  Pilgrims  were  overborne  by  the  dictatorial 
sjniit  of  their  Puritan  neiglil)ors,  and  were  led  to  press 
claims  which,  had  they  ever  existed,  were  become  invali- 
dated by  their  own  acts.  Yet  this  verj'  racHSonger  boldly 
withstood  the  pretensions  of  Massachusetts  to  other  parts 
of  Bhodo  Island  as  we  shall  presently  see,  and  was  per- 
haps the  only  man  whose  influence  could  have  sustained 
the  manly  position  he  assumed  in  behalf  of  Shawomet. 
Gov.  Winslow  says,  that  Mr.  Brown  arrived  at  Aqued- 
neck  just  as  a  public  meeting  was  being  held  to  ajiportion 
landis,  a  iiu  asurc  diKajipKA  ed  by  Mr.  Cmldington  and 
Mr.  Breuluii,  who  ke])t  aloof  from  it,  and  who  ap- 
prehended danger  from  the  lawlessness  of  the  people. 
He  states  also  that  Gorton,  who  after  his  release  from 
prison  in  Massachusetts,  had  again  settled  at  Aquedneok, 
was  appointed  a  magistrate  and  had  accepted  the  office^ 
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a  fact  wliicli  lie  adduces  as  proof  that  the  fears  of  tlie  chap. 
above-named  gentlemen  wore  well  grounded.   Mr.  Brown's  J!.^. 
nuBoon  was  futile.  Gortoa  accuses  him  of  priyately  seek-  1 044. 
ing  to  diflsnado  the  people  of  the  island  horn  recogiuEiiig 
iko  charter.   The  spirit  of  his  inBtractions  would  har- 
monise with  almost  any  means  he  might  em^>loy  to  fulfil 
them.    Winslow  says,  he  performed  his  duty  publicly  at. 
the  meeting.    This  mcet'insc  was  pr()hal)ly  held  in  Ports- 
mouth to  subdivide  the  lands  there,  as  was  usual  at 
that  time.   No  legible  record  of  it^  or  of  any  other  meet- 
ing fox  more  than  a  year,  remains. 

The  &ct  that  a  new  government  was  about  to  he  1645. 
fimned  under  the  charter,  no  doubt  led  to  this  evident 
neglect  of  the  old  one  so  soon  to  expire.  That  this  apathy 
was  increasino^  is  apparent  from  a  vote  at  Portsmouth, 
mnViu  j:  nine  men  a  quomm  at  any  town  meeting,  and  re-  28. 
(quiring  that  the  busiDess  to  be  done  should  be  specified 
in  the  warning. 

Newport  had  passed  an  order  that  no  deer  should  be  Feb. 
killed  for  two  months,  which  Portsmouth  concurred  in,  ^' 
assigning  as  the  reason  that  in  that  way  the  wolves  would 
more  readily  come  to  bate  and  so  be  caught.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  ordered  tliat  of  the  livu  ^Hjunds  bounty 
on  each  wolf,  wliic^h  had  hoen  established  some  vcars  be- 
ibre,  Newport  should  pay  four  and  Portsmouth  one.  An 
act  like  this  could  not  be  valid  unless  passed  by  a  Gene- 
ral Court  or  concurred  in  by  a  town  meeting  at  Newport. 
A  more  efficient  law  for  the  protection  of  deer  was  passed 
nt  the  same  meeting,  forbidding  their  being  shot  in  the 
summer,  from  May  to  November. 

The  most  interestinfr  record  of  this,  the  last  meeting 
of  the  people  of  Aquednt'  k  under  their  primitive  gov- 
ernment, contains  the  first  notice  of  indentured  appren- 
ticeship in  Bhode  Island.  Memorandum  :  That  where-  \ 
as,  Nicholas  Niles,  the  &ther-in-law  of  Ahell  Potter,  hath 
[bound  him]  the  said  Ahell  Potter  with  Mr.  William 
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CHAP.  Balstone  for  the  term  of  eighteen  yc  ars,  witli  the  consent 
^^^^  of  the  Raid  Abell    For  the  better  heeuritie  off  J3al- 
16  47.  Btoue,  the  towne  consenteth  hereia  and  approveth  thereof.  ' 
^^f       The  three  months  that  interrened  before  the  £l»t 
Geneml  AMembLj  of  the  now  charteted  State  oonrened 
at  PortBinontli  we  may  sappose  was  employed  In  discuss- 
ing the  all  absorbing  topic,  and  in  the  prepaiatkm  of  that 
admirable  code  of  laws  then  to  be  presented  for  adoption. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HISTORY  OF  WARWICK  AND  NARRAGANRET  DOWN  TO  THE 
FORMATION  OF  THE  GOYERXMEXT  UNDER  THE  FIRST  FA- 
TENT,  MAT,  1647. 

Warwick  was  pcttled  Kome  ycnrs  later  than  Provi-  CHAP, 
dcnce  and  Aquedneck,  and  chie%  by  emigrants  from 
them  ;  but  the  Bame  primitiTe  caiisc,  the  intolerance 
of  MassachiiBetts,  fotced  moiit  of  its  founders  into  banish-  J 
nenty  while  their  peculiar  views,  differing  from  those  of 
the  other  Rhode  Island  settlers,  influenced  them  in  select* 
ing  another  spot  for  their  resting-  ])lacc.  No  man  has  suf- 
fcrcfl  more  in  reputat  ion  fiom  the  eahnniiy  of  his  euemies, 
or  been  made  to  feel  more  severely  the  penalty  of  non- 
conformity, or  the  trials  of  an  independent  spirit,  than 
Samuel  Gorton,  the  founder  of 'Warwick.  A  most  pro- 
digious minter  of  exorbitant  noyelties/'  ''a  proud  and 
pestilent  seducer,"  a  beast,"  miscreant"  and  '^arch 
heretic,"  are  some  of  the  epithets  with  which  he  has  been 
branded  by  the  niiUevolence  of  his  ago.  It  was  in  vain, 
in  those  days,  that  any  ditjsenter  from  tlie  established 
chtirch  of  Massachusetts  strove  to  deny  whatever  results 
the  authorities  saw  fit  to  ascribe  to  his  ticw?.  The  fate 
of  Williams  and  of  Clark,  was  sure  to  be  his.  There  was 
no  reason  why  the  Gortonists  should  be  treated  any  better 
than  the  Anabaptists  or  the  Antinomians  had  been,  or 
than  the  Quakers  were  soon  to  be.  The  same  power  that 
lijul  driven  Williams  into  exile  and  had  disarmed  the  fol- 
lowers of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  was  ready  to  vindicate  its 


164  HI8T0BT  OF  THE  8TATE  OF  BHODE  ISLAND. 

CHAI'.  ^'ipcriority  Upon  the  sturdy  spirit  of  Gorton.  In  1636, 
Gortun  arrived  at  Boston  from  London.    But  little  is 

168  6.  known  of  his  earlier  history^  and  that  little  is  of  no  im- 
portance to  our  present  pnipoBe.  He  soon  remored  to 
Plymouth,  where  ^^he  gave  some  hopes  that  he  would 
prove  a  useful  instnnneut."  These  hopes  were  soon  dis- 
pelled by  the  waywaiil  uud  independent  spirit  wliicli  lie 
inanilestcd.  Cotton  assigns  as  the  reason  of  his  leaving 
Boston  that  it  was  to  escape  from  the  claims  of  a  creditor 
in  England.  Hubhard  and  Mather,  with  their  aecns- 
tomed  bittemessy  repeat  the  chaige,  but  more  reliable 
historians  are  silent  upon  it,  and  its  truth  has  been 
reasonably  doubted,  from  the  fact  that  a  removal  to  Ply- 
mouth would  not  secure  him  from  arrest.  It  soon  ap- 
peared that  his  religious  views  were  widely  at  variance 
from  those  of  his  associates.    The  key  note  of  a  persecu- 

1  V  V  I  • 

tion  that  was  destined  to  pursue  liim  for  many  years,  even 
beyond  tlie  chartered  grasp  of  civilized  man,  was  early 
sounded  by  one  Mr.  Kalph  Smith,  who  had  fbrmerly  been 
a  minister  at  Plymouth,  and  a  part  of  whoee  house  Gor- 
ton had  hired  for  four  years.  Some  of  Smith's  household 
were  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  morning  and  evening 
religious  service  held  by  Gorton  in  his  fauiily,  which  dis- 
pleased tlie  former.  Gorton  refused  to  vacate  the  picm-* 
ises.  The  only  mode  of  ejecting  him  was  by  an  api)eal 
to  the  popular  bigotry  through  the  medium  of  the  Court. 
Opportunity  was  not  wanting  in  the  case  of  one  so  pecu- 
liar in  his  views  and  so  fearless  in  expressing  them.  What 
was  the  form  of  the  sction  brought  by  Smith,  or  the  na- 
ture of  the  charge  against  Gorton,  is  not  distinctly  stated, 
but  the  result  was  that  the  contract  was  broken,  ho  was 
ordered  to  provide  for  himself  elficwhere  within  a  certain 
time,  and  to  give  bonds  for  his  good  behavior  in  the  in- 
terval. A  more  serious  breach  of  order  was  shortly  al- 
leged against  him.  A  female  servant  in  Gorton's  fiunily 
was  seen  to  smile  in  church.   To  escape  the  proceedings 
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which  threatened  in  consequence  of  this  overt  act  against  chap. 
the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State,  the  woman  fled  to  the  .^.^^ 
woods.    Gorton  spoke  in  her  hehalf,  for  wliich  he  was  10  3  7. 
culled  to  account  hy  the  Court,  where,  conducting  him- 
self in  a  very  nide  and  contemptuous  manner,  his  bonds 
were  forfeited,  he  was  hound  over  to  the  next  General 
Court,  and  required  to  find  new  sureties  for  his  conduct 
till  that  time.    He  obtained  the  sureties  but  immediately 
left  for  Aquedneck.    Morton  mentions  only  the  difficulty 
with  Smith,  and  assigns  this  as  the  cause  of  his  banish- 
ment, which  he  says  was  decreed  on  the  fourth  of  Decem- 
l>er  1638,  to  take  i)lace  within  fourteen  days.  Winslow 
and  Gorton  himself,  both  correct  the  error  of  fact,  while 
other  circumstances  make  it  equally  apparent  that  there 
is  also  an  error  of  date.    Six  months  before  the  time  of 

10  38 

his  banishment,  as  given  by  Morton,  Gorton  was  admitted  ji,nc 
an  inhabitant  of  Aquedneck,  as  the  records  show.  It  is  20. 
probable  that  the  date  in  Morton  should  be  one  year 
earlier,  and  that  the  sentence  of  banishment  within  foiu*- 
teen  days  was  passed  at  a  later  court  than  the  one  in  De- 
cember. The  difficulty  with  the  Court,  in  the  case  of  the 
servant  woman,  happened  after  that  with  Smith,  and  is 
not  referred  to  by  Morton.  Perhaps  the  Smith  case  was 
tried  in  December  1637,  and  the  subsequent  one  at  the 
next  March  term.  Very  soon  after  the  latter  trial,  all 
accounts  agree  that  he  went  to  Aquedneck,  where  a  set- 
tlement had  just  been  commenced  by  the  Antinomian 
refugees.  The  I^lassachusetts  writers,  while  they  freely 
denounce  the  heresies  of  Gorton,  deny  that  these  were 
the  cause  of  his  banishment.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  charge  brought  by  Smitli,  in  the  first  instance,  for  the 
purpose  of  annulling  the  lease  and  thus  ridding  himself 
of  a  disagreeable  tenant,  was  that  of  heresy,  and  the  in- 
ference is  equally  direct  that  the  truth  of  the  allegation 
had  aroused  pojnilar  feeling  agamst  the  accused.  The 
evidence  is  equally  plain  that  his  conduct,  when  on  trial, 
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CHAP,  was  most  abusive  and  his  language  insultiDg  to  the  Court, 
.J^,!:^  80  much  80  that  "  divers  people  being  present  desired 
1688.  leaye  of  the  Governor  to  speak  oomplaiouig  of  his  sedi- 
tions cainage,  and  requested  the  Court  not  to  sufier  these 
abuses  frnt  to  inflict  condign  punishment."  That  he  was 
deeply  iinbned  with  the  principles  of  "  soul  liberty  "  al- 
ready ehtablislieil  by  Roger  Williams,  and  indignantly 
repelled  any  attempt  to  fetter  the  free  mind  in  its  com- 
munion with  the  Creator,  is  so  much  in  his  favor,  and  at 
this  day  will  go  far  towards  ezctilpatiDg  his  conduct  at 
Plymouth. 

In  &ct^  it  was  on  this  account  that  he  was  warmly 

received  at  Aquedneclr,  and  ever  since,  his  name  has  been 

associated  in  this  State,  with  those  whose  first  coming 
liiilMT  was  caused  by  Puritan  persecution.  That  lie  af- 
terwards so  severely  suffered  from  this  cause  has  tended 
to  confirm  this  opinion.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the 
minute  account  of  his  o£fonsive  bearing  towards  the  Court 
is  so  consistent  with  the  repulsive  traits  of  his  character, 
as  afterwards  disyilaycd  at  Portsmouth,  and  still  later  at 
Providence,  in  a  more  dangerous  de<rree,  causing  his  ban- 
ishment from  Aqiiedneek,  and  liis  lli^^lit  to  Pawtuxct,  that 
we  are  forced  to  believe  him  not  to  be  so  guiltless  in  his 
couise  at  Plymouth  as  his  defenders  allege.  This  was 
indeed  one  of  those  common  cases  where  neither  party  in 
a  contest  is  altogether  right,  and  in  our  view  of  it  the 
plea  of  persecution  cannot  cover  his  errors  until  a  later 
period  of  his  history.  Up  to  this  time  there  is  enough  of 
wronj?  appnirnt  on  both  sides  to  excuse  in  some  measure 
tlio  iMiiduct  of  eacb.  iicc  idinLT  as  tlie  Bympathies  of  the 
writer  may  incline  ixim  to  either  jMirty. 

We  might  think  more  favorably  of  Gorton's  course  at 
Plymouth,  had  not  his  avowed  principles,  and  his  acta  in 
accordance  therewith,  been  so  outrageous  as  not  to  be 
borne  by  the  people  of  Aquedneck ;  beside  which  we  know 
that  the  Plymouth  colony  was  more  liberal  in  its  feeling 
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than  tbat  of  the  Bay,  pennittmg  a  greater  latitude  of  in-  chap. 
dividual  opinion.   Amuining  aa  above  tliat  the  sentence 
of  hanidiment  was  passed  upon  him  in  March,  he  must  16S8. 
have  reached  Aquedneck  very  soon  after  the  settlement  of  4 

Pocasset  commenced.  His  name  appears  the  seventh  on 
the  list  f  t  tifty-nine  inhabitantB  in  Octoher,  with  that  of 
\m  compauiou  Juhu  Wickcs,  who,  Morton  says,  was  one 
of  his  earliest  proselytes  at  Plymouth ; .  and  henceforth 
their  fortunes  were  closely  united.  As  an  evidence  of  the 
distinction  in  which  he  was  held  at  that  time,  it  may  he 
stated  that  his  is  one  of  only  four  names  on  the  list  to 
which  Mr.,  used  in  that  day  as  a  special  mark  of  respect, 
m  allixc'd.  The  date  ajipended  to  these  names  is  tliat  of 
their  admission  as  inluibitants,  not  that  of  their  coining 
to  the  island,  which  must  have  occurred  somewhat  ear- 
lier. But  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  Aquedneck  is  a  point 
of  litUe  moment  eompaied  itiHk  the  history  of  his  oonduct 
while  there.  That  he  was  whipped  and  tNinished  from 
the  island  has  heen  doubted,  ^  because  the  State  records 
contain  no  notice' of  the  ^t.  The  evidence,  however,  is 
too  strong  to  ])crmit  ns  to  duubt  it.  That  it  is  not  touud 
on  the  records  is  simply  because  judicial  j^rocccdin^^s  were 
not  entered  there.  But  few  of  the  court  trials  of  that 
day  are  preserved.  Incidental  references  to  them  appear 
occasionally  on  the  State  archives,  as  in  the  case  of 
Wickes,  the  earliest  disciple  and  constant  companion  of  1 642. 
Gorton.  The  day  after  the  four  men,  *  who  weie  after- 
wards  among  the  first  settlers  of  Warwick,  were  disfran- 
chised, it  was  ordered  that  if  tliey,  with  Johii  Wickcs, 
t^iioiild  come  upon  the  isl  tuJ  uiiucd,  the  constable  was  to 
disarm  and  tnlce  tliem  before  a  magistrate,  "Provided 
that  this  (  I  (lor  hinder  not  the  course  of  law  already  begim 
with  J.  Wickes ;  "  by  which  it  appears  that  Wickes  had  17. 

*  Judge  £ddjr  ia  Wiathnp  iL  66,  note,  and  Ste{de*a  SimpUcitie*  Defeaoa, 

10. 

*  Bioliftrd  Carder,  Kandol  Uolden,  Sampfon  Shatton  and  Eobert  Potter. 
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CHAP,  previously  got  into  trouble  and  left  the  island — virtUA^ 
,J[^  banishment,  although  no  record  of  any  proceedings  against 
1638,  him,  and  no  sentence  of  disfranchisement  is  fennd,  any 
more  than  tiiere  is  against  Gorton.  It  is  probable  that 
both  were  involved  at  the  same  time,  and  that  had  the 
Court  files  been  preserved,  the  judicial  punishment  pro- 
uounced  agaiust  both,  of  w])i])piug  and  bauibLment,  would 
there  be  found.  Leclilord,  who  resided  in  New  England 
"  almost  for  the  space  of  four  years,"  prior  to  August, 
1641,  relates  the  circumstances  ;  Winthrop  and  Morton 
both  refer  to  them,  and  Gorton  himself  not  only  does  not 
deny  the  facts,  but,  so  far  as  he  lefero  to  his  sufferingB 
prior  to  the  settlement  of  Warwick,  oorroborates  th^ 
truth,  speaking  of  "  fines,  whippings  and  banishment  out 
of  all  their  jurisdiction,"  as  suilered  by  liiniself  and  Ids 
associates.  The  moj^t  positive  and  detailed  evidence  in 
regard  to  his  conduct  and  treatment  at  Aquedneck,  is 
given  by  Winslow,  in  an  official  form,  as  agent  for  Mas> 
sachusetts,  replying  to  Gorton's  Simplicities  Defence^ ' 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  statements 
there  officially  promulgated,  however  mncb  we  may  dis- 
bciit  iVoni  tlie  authur's  inferences.  That  Winslow  and 
Gorton  were  on  ^>od  terms  i)erbonally  at  the  time  of  its 
publication,  although  both  were  in  England  engaged  in 
conflicting  business  pertaining  to  the  Warwick  settlement, 
and  that  Gorton  Mtpipread  but  little  of  it,  appears  by  his 
letter  to  Morton.  *  Had  the  official  documents  been  false 
he  would  certainly  have  seen  them  and  denied  their  truth, 
instead  of  quoting  the  indefinite  remark  of  a  third  per- 
son "th.u,  he  would  maintain  that  there  were  forty  lies 
printed  in  that  book."    The  contempt  expressed  by  Uur- 

*  Hypocrisie  Unmaaked.  By  Edir.  Winibw,  London,  1646.  4to.,  109 
pp.  PuUiBhed  by  Anfhoriry,  and  Defeated  to  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwld;.  It 
i?  an  extrpmply  rare  work.  The  writer  examined  the  copy  in  the  British 
Mti-ouiii,  unrl  ^invc.  thoii  the  "soIp  flnplirnte"  of  that  copy,  which  is  now  iu 
the  feplfudid  hbrary  of  John  Carter  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Providence. 

'  Hatchinsou'a  Mossachosctti,  L  552  Ap.  xx. 
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ton  for  the  goveramciit  of  Aquednock  as  being  self-con*-  chaf. 
stitoted^  is  of  itself  sufficient  explanation  of  the  soarce 
whence  bis  troubles  azose,  wbQe  tbe  cbaiges  pieferred  1<}89 
agpUDst  bim  by  the  grand-jniy  of  Portsmontb  justify  the 
punishnient  he  received.    He  says  he  conducted  himself 
"  oliediently  to  the  governmeut  of  Plimouth,  so  farre  as  it 
liecaiiie  me  at  least,  for  I  unJer8too<l  tliat  they  had  ( oni- 
iission  wherein  authoritie  was  derived,  which  authoritie  1 
reverenced ;  but  Rliode  Island  at  that  time  had  none, 
therefore  no  authoritie  legally  derived  to  deale  with  me. 
Neither  bad  they  the  choice  of  the  people^  bat  set  up 
themselves.   I  know  not  any  more  that  was  present  in 
their  creation  but  a  clergie  man  who  blessed  them  in  their 
inaui^iinition,  and  I  thouj^lit  my  selfo  as  titt  and  able  to 
poverne  my  selfe  and  ianiily,  as  any  tliat  were  tlieu  ii}»on 
Kbode  Island."    That  he  ignored  all  civil  authoritv  at 
Aquedneck  he  here  admits,  and  gives  his  reasons  for  it, 
thinking  himself  "  as  fit  and  able  to  govern  himself  and 
&mil7,  as  any  that  were  then  upon  Bhode  Isknd/' 
This  spirit  could  not  long  exist  in  hannony  with 
the  views  of  the  settlers  anywhere  in  this  State,  for 
although  there  was  no  law  rclijyion  here,  there  was  an  • 
onr^uiized  frovernment  deiiianding  re?^pect  for  its  ollicers, 
and  obedience  to  its  statutes.    The  views  of  Gorton,  as 
above  given  in  his  own  words,  were  too  much  like  those 
which  the  Puritan  calumniators  of  Williams  and  Clarke 
charged  as  bemg  held  by  their  associates,  that  they  de- 
nied all  magistiacy  and  churches."   The  banishment  of 
Gorton  refutes  the  slander.    And  yet  Gorton  did  not 
deny  nil  niagistraey,  but  only  ^lie  right  of  the  people  to 
set  up  for  themselvL'.s  a  form  of  govemi^ieiit.    After  the 
charter  was  received,  liis  mind  was  relieved  upon  this 
point.    Meanwhile  it  was  the  constant  source  of  trouble 
to  himself,  and  of  annoyance  to  his  neighbors. 

The  origin  of  his  difficulty  at  Portsmouth,  as  stated  1640 
by  Winslow,  was  a  trespass  by  a  cow  belonging  to  an  old 
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CHAF.  w  nnan.  inion  some  land  owned  Lv  Gorton.    The  woman, 

.  ^  while  driving  off  her  cow,  was  assjuilted  by  a  servant* 

1040.  maid  of  Gorton's,  and  complained  to  the  deputy  governor, 
Nicholas  Easton^  who  had  the  maid  brought  helm  the 
court.  Gorton  appeared  in  her  behalf,  reftusing  to  allow 
her  to  come  to  conrt.  One  of  the  witnessee  called  for  the 
defence,  gave  testimony  strongly  tlic  other  way,  which 
enraged  Gorton,  who  commenced  abusing  her,  and  had 
his  friend  John  Wickes  brought  to  the  stand.  Wickes 
refused  to  be  sworn.  Gorton  sustained  him  in  the  refusal, 
and  both  insulted  the  court.  At  length  the  Governor 
summed  up  the  case  to  the  jury.  While  doing  this,  Gor- 
ton was  very  abusive  to  the  govemor  and  deputy,  inter- 
rupt ing  the  former  in  his  charge,  insomuch  that  ^'many 
of  tlie  freemen  present  desired  the  court  not  to  suffer  such 
insolencies,"  lie  was  committed,  and  when  the  Marshal 
was  ordered  to  take  him  to  prison,  iie  cried  out  that  Cod- 
dington  sliould  1)0  taken.  Wickes,  Holden  and  othexs, 
made  so  much  disturbance,  that  an  armed  guard  was  sum- 
moned to  clear  the  way,  and  Wickes  was  put  into  the 
stocks.  After  this  affitir,  Gorton  was  indicted  by  the 
grand  jury  as  a  nuisance,  upon  fourteen  separate  counts. 
A  copy  of  this  remarkable  presentment  signed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Colony,  is  given  by  Winslow,  *  a&  fol- 
lows : 

"The  fium  of  the  prescntineut  of  Samuel  Gorton,  at  • 
Portsmouth,  in  Rhode  Island,  by  the  Grand  Jury. 

First,  that  Samuel  Gk)rton,  certaine  days  before  his  ap- 
pearance at  this  Court,  said,  the  €k>Yemment  was  such 
as  was  not  to  be  subjected  unto,  forasmuch  as  it  had  not 
a  true  derivation,  because  it  was  altered  from  what  it 
first  was. 

2.  That  ►Samuel  Gorton  eontumeliously  reproached 
the  Magistrates,  calling  them  Just  Asses. 

3.  That  the  said  Gorton  reproachfully  called  the 

'  Hjpocrine  UnmBsked,  p. 


.  d  by  Google 


INDIOTXENT  AGAINST  OOBTON. 


171 


judges,  or  some  of  the  jtuticeg  on  the  Bench^  (comipt  chap. 
judges)  in  open  Court. 

4.  That  the  said  Gorton  questioned  the  Court  for  1^40. 
maldujx  him  to  wait  on  tlicin  two  davs  lormerly,  and  that 

now  hcc  VouM  know  whether  hee  ^shuuld  bee  trycd  in  an 
hostile  way,  or  by  law,  or  in  sobriety. 

5.  The  said  Gorton  alleged  in  open  conrt,  that  he 
looiked  at  the  MagiBtrates  as  Lawyers^  and  called  Mr. 
Easton,  Latvyer  Eaaton. 

6.  The  said  Gk>rton  charged  the  Deputy  Gt^vemor  to 
be  an  Abetter  of  a  Riot,  Assault,  or  Battery,  and  pro- 
fessed that  he  would  not  toucli  him,  no,  nut  witli  a  pair 
of  tOTiG^  :  Moreover,  he  said,  I  know  not  wlietlier  thou 
hast  any  ears  or  no :  as  also,  I  think  thou  knowest  not 
where  thy  ean  stand,  and  chai^d  him  to  be  a  man  unfit 
to  make  a  warrant. 

7.  The  said  Gorton  chaiged  the  Bench  for  wresting 
wttnesse,  in  this  expression,  I  profess  you  wrest  witnesse. 

8.  The  said  Gorton  called  a  Freeman  in  open  Court 
(siiucy  boy  and  Jaek-an-Apes),  and  said  the  woman  tliat 
was  upon  her  oath,  wonld  not  speak  against  her  mother, 
althou{]:h  she  was  damned  where  slie  stood. 

9.  The  said  Gorton  affirmed  that  Mr.  Easton  behaved 
himself  not  like  a  jndge,  and  that  himself  was  chaiged 
either  basely  or  fidsely. 

10.  The  said  Gorton  said  to  the  Bench :  Ye  intrude 
oathes,  and  goe  about  to  eatck  me. 

11.  The  said  Gorton  beinf^  re[)rove<l  for  his  miscar- 
riage, held  up  his  hand,  and  with  extremity  of  speech 
shooke  his  hand  at  them,  insomucli  that  the  Freemen 
present  said,  He  threatens  the  Court. 

12.  The  said  Gbrton  charged  the  Conrt  with  acting 
the  second  part  of  Plymonth  magistrates,  who,  as  he  said, 
condemned  him  in  the  chimney  corner^  ere  they  heard 
him  speak 
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cuAP.  13.  The  said  Gorton,  in  open  ooart  did  ptofesse  to 
maintaine  the  quanell  of  another,  heUag  his  maid-servant. 

1 S40.  .14.  The  said  GU>rton  being  comnianded  to  prison,  im- 
periously resisted  the  authority,  and  made  open  procla- 

macion,  saying,  take  away  Coddin«^toii,  and  cany  liim  to 
juison  ;  the  Governor  said  again^  all  you  tli;it  owne  the 
King,  take  away  Gorton  and  carry  him  to  prison  ;  Gor- 
ton replyed,  all  you  that  own  the  King,  take  away  Cod- 
dington,  and  carry  him  to  prison. 

William  Byre,  Secretary." 

€k>rton  was  tried,  and  sentenced  to  he  whipped  and 

banished  from  the  island,  upon  wln'c-h  lie  threatened  an 
a])pcal  to  Kin.L^  Charles.  The  ticntenee  was  executed 
forthwith,  and  Gorton  went  to  Providence.  This  was 
when  "  the  weather  was  very  cold,"  probably  in  March, 
as  a  few  months  later  we  find,  by  a  letter  from  Roger 
1.  Williams  to  GK>v.  Winthrop,  that  he  was  bewitching 
and  bemadding  poor  Providence/'  *   His  reckless  and 

'  Tliia  letter  fixes  the  time  of  Gorton's  being  in  Providence  earlier  by  more 
than  ft  year  than  any  other  kno^v^^  data.  It  is  us  follows :  "  Providence,  8th 
1st,  into.  M;i*tfr  OnrtAn  havinjr  nbiispil  hi^h  ao'l  hnv  at  Aquidniek.  is 
now  bi5wiitliij»g  and  bemudding  poi»r  riuvldencc,  both  with  Lia  uueleaiie  and 
foul  censures  of  all  the  iuini«tcr8  of  this  comitry  (for  which  tuyeelf  have  iu 
CJiriet's  name  iritlutood  him),  and  alto  denying  all  ^ible  and  exteniall  or- 
^nancea  in  dep^  of  FanuUame,  against  which  I  luKVe  a  little  dieted  and 
written,  andahall  (the  mo^t  High  a^^entlng),  to  death.  As  Paul  said  of  Af^In, 
I  of  Providence  (ulmost)  all  suck  in  his  poyson,  ns  at  fitsSt  they  did  at  Aquid- 
nick.  Some  few  nnd  tnv  If  with-taitd  hi-  inhnbitaflnn,  and  town  privileges, 
witlioiit  confession  and  rtt'urumtion  of  hi.-j  uncivil  and  inhuman  practises  at 
Portsmouth  :  Yet  the  tide  ia  too  strong  against  us,  and  I  fuaro  (if  the  framcr 
of  hearts  heipe  not)  it  will  tant  me  to  little  Patience,  a  little  ide  next  to 
joor  Prndence.  Jehovah  himself  be  pleased  to  be  a  sanctoaTy  to  all  whose 
hearts  are  perfect  with  him ;  in  bim  I  deure  nnfeignedlj  to  be.  Your  wor- 
f>hip's  true  and  aflbetionate  Roger  Wi]]iams.*'<->1FHMbw*<  Hf/poeria^  UwrnaAtd^ 

66,r.o. 

Tlic  trial  of  (lorton  could  not  have  been  in  IG-'^O,  in  Hutchinson  was  tbnt 
year  the  Jnd^o  at  Portsmouth,  whore  the  indictment  was  fouud.  Codding- 
tou  and  Kastou,  the  latter  residing  at  Portsmouth,  were  diosea  Cknramer 
and  Deputy  Gorecnor,  on  12th  March,  IGIO,  on  the  nnioo  of  the  two  towai. 
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lawless  spirit,  oppoecd  as  much  to  magistrates  constituted,  chap. 
like  those  of  Rhode  Island,  In-  the  popular  will,  as  to  ^JL^ 
mnaatm  supported  by  law,  like  those  of  the  other  colonies,  1640. 
fimnd  a  fittbg  arena  for  its  exercise  in  the  feeble  and  dis- 
tracted plantation  of  Providence.  A  bitter  partisan  by  na- 
ture, with  talent  and  energy  to  consolidate  and  control 
discordant  elements  into  a  vigorous  and  relentless  opposi- 
tion, lie  soon  made  hiiastdf  the  leader  of  all  who  were 
factious  or  discontented,  and  organized  a  destructive  and 
revolutionaiy  party  in  the  hitherto  comparatively  peace- 
ful settlement  of  Williams.  The  career  of  Gorton  in 
Rhode  Island  iUnstrates  how  completely  the  extremes 
of  eonservatism  and  radicalism  in  civil  afiairs  may  imite 
in  a  single  mind.  While  on  relif]^ous  matters  he  main- 
tained with  Williams  the  great  doctrine  of  the  undcrived 
independeuce  of  the  soul,  in  civil  concerns  lie  was  an  al> 
solutist,  a  stickler  for  authority,  yielding,  theoretically  at 
leasty  entire  obedience  to  chartered  power,  but  ignoring 
any  other,  and  steadily  denying  the  right  of  the  people  of 
Aqnedneck  or  Providence  to  govern  themselves,  and 
hence  refbsing  to  be  controlled  by  them.  And  becanse 
of  this  defect  in  the  basis  of  their  government  lie  used 
every  elfoit  to  weaken  or  destroy  it,  assuminf^  for  that 
object  the  attitude  of  the  veriest  lovelier  recorded  in  his- 
tory. His  disorderly  course  in  Providence  was  such  as  to 
prevent  his  being  received  as  an  inhabitant.  It  was  re- 
quired, as  a  condition  of  his  reception,  that  he  should 
confess  the  wrong  he  had  done  at  Fortsmonth  and  promise 
reformation,  which  we  presume  to  mean,  that  he  should 
admit  the  error  of  his  theory  of  government.  So  great 
was  the  contention  caused  by  his  presence,  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams seriously  tlion;^ht  of  abandoning  his  plantation  and 
removing  to  Fatience  island.    The  next  year  matters 

Gorton  was  iu  Providence  in  Oct.,  1040,  and  bad  been  there  some  time*  The 
wtatCher  wss  cold  when  be  went  thero,  which  most  thfirefim  have  hcen  entj 
ift  Hhb  •pring,  aftwr  tba  ISA  Maicb,  or  in  April,  1040. 
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CUAI'.  grew  worse.    The  refusal  of  the  first  n]>plication  of  Gor- 


25.  upon  which  William  Arnold,  then  cm  of  the  fiVe  '^dis- 
posen/'  to  whom  such  applications  weie  lefened,  ad- 
dressed a  letter,  "  To  the  rest  of  the  five  men  appointed 
to  manedge  ye  affaires  of  our  Town,"  giving  reasons  based 
upon  the  weak  condition  of  tlie  town,  why  this  further  re- 
quest should  he  denied.  Tlie^e  were,  that  Gorton  luid 
"  showed  himself  an  insolent,  railing  and  turbulent  per- 
son," since,  as  well  as  before  he  came  to  Providence  ;  that 
some  of  his  company  liad  insulted  the  disposers;  thai 
their  former  request  had  been  refused  and  no  new  reasons 
adyanced  why  this  should  be  granted  ;  that  they  had  dis- 
tracted and  divided  the  town  into  parties,  aiming  to  drive 
away  its  founders,  and  had  been  ringlemk'rs  in  breaking 
the  peace  ;  and  finally  lie  d  iiics  that  any  element  of  per- 
secution is  contained  in  a  rei'nsal  to  admit  into  a  civil  so- 
ciety men  po  tnrliuleut.  He  concludes  by  offering  his 
house  and  land  for  sale  to  the  town,  as  the  law  required, 
stating  that  if  these  men  are  received  he  shall  sell  and 
move  away.^  Not  long  after  this  a  riot  ensued  in  which  • 
Ij  *  some  blood  was  spilt,  and  the  aid  of  Kassachusetts 
was  invoked  by  some  of  the  inhabitants."  Gorton  and 
his  company  moved  to  I'awtuxet  soon  after  this  afiViir, 
lept^*  where  their  conduct  induced  four  of  the  principal  residents 
S.  '  to  submit  themselves  and  their  lands  to  the  government 
of  Massachusetts.*  The  "  warrant,"  as  Gorton  terms  it, 
issued  by  Massachusetts  on  this  occasion,  *  greatly  alarmed 

'  Hj-pocrisio  Uumnskcd,  59-G2.   New  EnglAnd  U«ii.  Reguter»  21G-18. 
'  See  ante,  clmp.  iv.,  pp.  110-111. 

'  "  Massochnfietts  to  our  neighbors  of  Providence :  \\  iiervu2»,  Wm.  Araold 
of  Pawtqze^  rad  Kobert  C4)]«  «id  oUicrs,  liave  ]«t«I/  pat  tbttnwhes  and 
ibftir  familiM)  landi  aad  eitKto%  tmder  ibe  proteotum  and  government  of  titU 
juisdictioii,  and  have  tinoe  complamed  to  m,  that  jou  have  dnoe  (upon  pce- 
tcncc  cif  ti  late  purchase  from  the  lodiaiv)^  gone  abont  to  deprive  tbem  of 
their  lawful  interest,  confinnod  by  foar  years  poeaoieion»  and  otherwiae  to  iik^ 


t 


.  d  by  Google 


PUBCHASE  OF  BUAWOMLT. 


175 


his  party,  and  drew  Iroin  them  a  letter,  addressed  "  To 
our  nei'jrltlxirs  of  MaBsachiisetts,"  signed  by  nearly  all  of  — 
tiiem,  which  afterwards  caused  them  much  trouble.  In  ^^^^ 
Hbm  letter  thej  justly  call  the  document  an  irregular  20. 
note/'  "  because  it  went  beyond  the  bounds  and  jurisdic- 
timis  limited  unto  them/'  They  then  discuss  tiie  sub- 
mission of  the  Pawtuxet  men,  of  wliicli  the  "waiiaiit" 
was  simpl)'  a  formjil  notification,  denyin*^  the  chiim  of 
Massachnsetts  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  beyond  her  char- 
tered limits  on  account  of  any  such  act,  whether  done  by 
BngUeh  or  Indians.  The  complaints  of  the  Bubmission- 
vts  are  fully  discussed  and  their  conduct  harshly  reviewed. 
The  invitation  to  implead  them  in  the  courts  of  Massa- 
dnwette  is  duly  considefed  and  declined  in  terms  of  nnspar* 
ing  hoverity.  Throngli  tlie  wliole  protracted  epistle  there 
is  intervN-oven  a  mass  of  ahtruse  theolopry,  and  a  parade  t^i' 
biblical  learning,  of  which  the  application  is  often  ditiicult 
to  discover,  and  the  chief  object  of  which  is  to  hurl  upon 
thoee  to  whom  it  is  addressed  a  storm  of  theological  in- 
vective. None  but  a  mystical  enthusiast  could  have 
written  it,  and  he  must  be  a  sealous  antiquary  in  these 
days,  who  would  read  it.*  The  bitter  rebuke  that  it  con- 
tained rankled  in  the  minds  uf  the  ina^dstrates,  un'l  the 
heresy  tliev  detected  in  its  doctrines  soon  atibrdeda  pretext 
for  their  vengeance.  Soon  jifter  this  letter  was  written 
the  Gortonists  left  Pawtuxet,  and  purchasing  of  the  In- 
dians lands  at  Bhawomet^  beyond  the  limits  of  Providence, 
♦ 

ImI  tiwm;     ^bought  good  tbarefora  to  write  to  yon  cm  6»elr  behaU;  to  glv* 

JOB  notia-*  that  thoy  .11  id  their  Innd^,  &c.,  l>cmg  utuler  our  jurudlCtioii,  wo  are 
to  maintain  th*^m  in  their  lawful  rights  If,  tliortTnrf.  yon  ]invo  nnyjii-t  ti- 
t!.»  tf>  any  t\iUi'/  tln-y  pnp*!f«5.  yrn  mny  prort  <•(!  :i;,'aiii>t  fliciu  in  our  rourt, 
wli^u  y  uu  shall  have  e<[aal  justice ;  but,  if  yon  nhtdL  jirocecd  to  any  Tiolonce, 
yaa  most  not  Uaina  lu  if  sluUl  take  «  Hko  oomne  to  ngbt  tfaem.**  Signed, 
JOk  Wintfaiop^  Ctovemor.  TImiu  Dadlij,  RL  BulKngjham,  Jaet*  Now«3L  T1i» 
Ml  of  the  Stb  BM»ll^  1S4S.   Stmp.  Dofimoe,  fi& 

*  TUe  lettflT  occupies  nearly  one-fifth  of  Winilofw's  book.  :in<!  twcnty^dx 
tlkmfypKiattd^a^  60-86,  of  Staple**  Simpw  D^fam  B.  L  H.  O,  t,  a. 
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CHAP,  removed  to  the  wilderness,  where  English  charter,  or  civil- 
ized claim,  could  legally  pursue  them  no  longer. 

There  were  twelve  i^nrphasere,  but  eleven  of  whom 
are  recited  in  the  deed.^  Tke  tract  extended  along  the 
bay  from  Gkispee  point  to  Warwick  neck  and  twenty  mike 
inland,  embracing  the  greater  part  of  the  present  town- 
ships of  Warwick  and  Coventry.  The  consideration  was 
one  hundered  and  forty-four  faLhoms  of  wampum  peage.* 
The  land  was  eonveved  hv  ]\Iiantinomi,  chief  Sachem  of 
the  Narragansets  and  hereditary  lord  of  the  soil,  and  the 
deed  was  witnessed  by  Pomham^  the  local  Sachem  of 
Shawomet^  with  others. 

No  form  of  government  seems  to  have  been  adopted. 
Their  numbers  were  too  small  to  require  an  organizatioiL 
Some  mode  of  adjusting  differences  was  all  they  needed, 
and  this  was  provided  for  by  arbitration,  which  was  the 
essentiiil  feature  of  the  government  of  Providence.  This 
was  only  a  temporary  arrangement  to  continue  until  a 
charter  could  be  obtained  from  England.  Had  they  re- 
mained unmolested  until  the  setUement  attained  greater 
size,  and  no  charter  had  been  received,  it  would  have  been 
curious  to  see  what  method  they  could  devise  to  secure 
social  order  without  violating  their  fundamental  principles. 
But  this  experiment  was  not  to  be  tried.  Scarcely  had 
the  settlement  of  Warwick  begun  when  a  fresh  occasion 
of  strife  was  presented,  arising  from  the  dissatisfiEiction  of 
the  natives,  fomented,  as  there  is  too  much  reason  to  be« 
lievc)  by  the  intrigues  of  Massachusetts.  At  the  first 
meeting  of  the  General  Court  a  committee  cf  three,  one 
of  whom  was  William  Arnold  of  Pawtuxet,  who  had 


1648. 


'  They  were  Rau^lil  Ilulden,  John  Gmnp,  Joliii  Wo('lcs(or  Wickes),  Fran- 
cis We=ton,  Samuel  Gorton,  Richard  Watennnn,  •Tolm  Warner.  Richard  Car- 
der, Sawiiou  bhatton,  Robert  Potter,  WilUam  Wnddall,  aud  Nicholas  Power. 
The  latter  is  not  named  in  the  deed,  but  we  leara  &om  bl«  letters  that  he 
one  of  the  pmchasera,  and  Gorton  mentions  diat  there  were  twelve. 

*  EqnivilAnt  to  £7S  ttorliDg^  if  bkck  peage  ivnttnti  or  hftlf  that  nm  if 
the  payment  was  to  he  in  white. 
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cently  submitted  to  Massachusetts,  was  sent  to  Warwick  chap. 
"  to  understand  how  things  were,"  and  to  bring  back  with  ^j!^ 
them  a  certain  Indian  if  possible '   On  the  same  day  the  16  48. 
magistiates  and  certain  deputies  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee  to  tieat  with  the  Sachems  of  Warwick  and  Paw- 
taxet  about  their  snbmission,  "  and  to  warn  any  to  desist  <^une 
wliidi  sluiU  Jistuil)  them/'    The  next  inoiitli  Poinlinm, 
with  Socoiioco.  Sachem  of  Pawtuxet,  submitted  themselves 
and  their  lands  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts,  de- 
nied having  assented  to  tho  sale  of  Warwick^  or  having 
received  anj  portion  of  the  payment,  and  by  this  act  of 
sahmission  afforded  another  pretext,  of  which  their  ene- 
mieB  at  once  availed  themselves,  to  harass  the  nnhappy 
Gortonists  in  this  their  last  retreat.    The  proceedings  that 
followed  are  so  extraordinary,  tluit  we  are  led  to  examine 
closely  the  motives  and  the  means  employed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Court. 

Gorton  was  beyond  the  reach  of  any  English  jurisdic* 
tiofi.  Having  left  Pawtuxet,  he  was  no  longer  a  tres- 
passer on  the  lands  of  the  proteges  of  MassachnsettSb 
Some  new  pretext  must  be  found  to  secure  their  object. 

A  subuiission  of  the  Warwick  Sachem  would  furnish  it, 
claiming,  as  Massachusetts  always  did,  that  an  act  of 
submission  to  their  government  by  any  party  extended 
th<'ir  jurisdiction  over  the  lands  of  such  party.  Grorton 
had  purchased  Shawomet  of  its  undoubted  lord.  The  at- 
tempt of  Pomham  to  deny  the  sale  is,  to  say  the  least, 
suspicious.  The  witnesses  on  this  point,  at  the  General 
Court,  were  deeply  interested  parties.  Arnold  had  bon^lit 
Ijfnd  i>t"  Soconoco,  the  Pawtuxet  Sachem,  a  pli«>rt  time  hv- 
iniVj  and  the  vaUdity  of  his  title  depended  uu  establishing 
the  independence  of  his  grantor.  The  Pawtuxet  men 
were  bitter  against  Gorton,  and  naturally  desirous  tb 
please  their  new  and  self-imposed  rulers.  They  were  pro- 
minent, if  not  the  instigators,  in  the  whole  matter.  The 
Nanagapset  empire  was  rapidly  falling.   Massasoit  had 

•  M.  C.  E.,  U.  35. 
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clup.  availed  himself  of  an  English  alliance  to  sever  his  allegi- 
^^^^^  ance  to  the  Isnrraganacts,  and  tlie  petty  SachemB  of  Taw- 
104a.  tuxi't  and  bbawomet  wished  to  follow  his  exanii>le,  Eng- 
lifih  ambition  assisted  their  design.  Miantinomi  was 
shorn  of  his  vassals  by  the  act  of  the  General  Court  in 
receiving  their  submissioii,  as  a  few  months  later  he  waa 
deprived  of  his  life  by  a  like  interested  tribunal  The 
motive  in  all  this  is  barely  concealed.  At  the  time  of  the 
submission  of  the  Pawliixet  meu,  Winthrop  honestly  gave 
as  one  roiison  for  aeeei)tiuf*  it,  that  it  would  furnish  tliem 
an  outlet  into  the  Narraganset  bay  ;  "  an  object  which 
Massachusetts  kept  steadily  in  view,  and  which  furnishes 
a  key  to  this  dark  intrigde.  One  other  motive  animated 
the  actors  in  the  coming  drama.  The  heietics  yet  lived, 
and  the  sting  of  their  last  impolitic,  although  truthful, 
letter  could  only  be  assuaged  by  their  blood.  Territorial 
ambition,  religious  bigutiy,  and  wounded  pride,  all  united 
to  demand  their  perRccution,  and  for  tlie  time,  blinded 
their  assailants  to  the  illegahty,  the  injustice,  and  the 
dishonesty  of  the  means  employed  to  accomplish  their 
Sept  end.  At  the  next  General  Court  active  measures  were 
taken  to  follow  up  this  scheme  to  its  consummatioxL  The 
12^  Oomissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  were  in  session,  the 
same  day,  at  Boston.  The  case  of  Gorton  was  referred 
to  them  and  their  assent  obtainr'd,  in  advance,  to  what- 
ever course  Massachusetts  nii;:,lit  ace  lit  to  adopt.*  A 
letter^  or  warrant  as  Gorton  again  terras  it,  similar  to  the 
one  sent  on  the  submission  of  the  Fawtuxet  men^  was 
written  to  tiiie  purchasers  of  Shawomet,infonning  them 
of  the  submission  and  the  complaints  of  the  Sachems,  in- 
quiring them  to  appear  at  once  before  the  court,  where 
the  ])laintiff8  were  then  preseni,  and  granting  them  a  safe 
eondm  t  for  that  pnrjjose.  A  verbal  rejdy  by  the  mcRpen- 
ger  was  returned  to  the  court  denying  their  jurisdiction, 
and  rightly  asserting  that  they  were  amenable  only  to  the 

'  Hypocmie  Unnuked,  p.  79,  where  the  Act  of  tiie  Commukaatn  ia 
fmbluhed. 
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gorerament  of  Old  England  from  which  they  expected  chap. 

in  due  season  to  leceiTe  direction  for  their  well  ordenng  «J[^ 
in  all  civil  respects/^   A  lengthy  letter  was  also  sent,  ad-  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
'  dressed  "  To  the  p^reat  idol  CJeneral  now  set  up  in  Massa- 

ehiiRCtts,"  signed  1-}  it.  llolden^  ii  ]>ossiblt'  more  bitter  from 
a  BCiisc  uf  accuimilated  wron<]^,  than  that  of  November 
previous.  In  this  letter  they  denounce  the  conduct  of 
Pumham  and  forbid  his  return  to  Phawomet ;  they  com- 
plain of  outrages  committed  by  the  IndiuiB  nnder  the 
shield  of  Massachusetts,  and  refer  to  two  rumored  threats, 
uttered  hy  subjects  of  that  goTcmment,  which  foreshadow 
the  crimes  that  were  to  feUow-^-one,  that  Miantinomi 
should  die  because  he  had  sold  Shawomet  to  Gorton,  the 
other  that  the  Gortonists  should  be  subdued  ur  driven  off 
even  at  the  cost  of  blood.  The  j)ropo8al  to  attend  the 
court,  and  the  offer  of  safe  conduct  for  that  purpose,  are 
rejected  with  scorn.  An  array  of  charges  me  next  brought 
against  the  two  sachems,  and  a  demand  is  made  that  the 
Massachusetts  should  come  to  Warwick  and  answer  them. 
A  postscript  refers  to  their  treatment  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson, 
news  of  whose  massacre  liad  lately  been  received,  and  for 
wliick  they  arc  held  niondly  responsible.  The  letter,  as 
usual,  is  full  of  scriptural  allusions  disparaging  those  to 
whom  it  is  addressed.  The  Gkneral  Court  could  have 
expected  no  other  reply  than  one  that  would  increase  the 
rancor  engendered  by  the  former  letter.  These  two  let* 
ters  were  furnished  to  Winslow,  and  form  the  chief  evi- 
dence against  Gorton,  published  in  his  official  reply  to 
Simplicities  Dilenee.  They  give  occasion  for  " certaine 
observatiouH  collected  by  a  godly  and  reverend  divine," 
classed  under  three  heads  : 

1.  Their  reproachful  and  reviling  speeches  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  magbtrates  of  Massachusetts. 

2.  Their  reviling  language  against  magistiacy  itself 
and  all  civil  power. 
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CHAT.  Their  blasphemous  speeches  against  the  holy  things 

JJl,  of  God. 

1643.  Gorton  says  they  framed  out  of  them  twenty-six 
particularSy  or  thereabouts^  which  they  said  were  blasphe- 
mouSy  dianging  of  pbiases,  altering  in  words  or  senee  ; 
not  in  any  one  of  them  taking  the  true  intent  of  oar 
writings ; "  and  it  is  certain,  by  Winthrop's  account  of  the 
trial,  that  whatever  may  have  been  the  real  cause  of  hos- 
tility towards  Gorton,  his  heresy  was  the  osteubible  reason 
of  their  severity. 

The  court  inmiediately  dispatched  another  letter,  ac- 
10.  ceding  to  the  demand  of  the  Warwick  men  that  Massa- 
chusetts should  send  to  them,  and  informing  them  that 
they  should  shortly  send  commissioners  to  obtain  satis&o^ 
tion ;  adding,  that  an  anned  guard  would  attend  the 
commission,  and  closing  with  the  assurance  that  if  yon 
will  make  good  your  own  offer  to  us  of  doing  us  right, 
our  people  bhall  return  and  leave  you  in  peace,  other\sise 
wc  must  right  ourselves  and  our  people  by  force  of  arDis/* 
The  following  week  Capt.  Cooke,  Lieut.  Atherton,  and 
Edward  Johnson  with  forty  soldiers  were  sent  to  War- 
wick. On  their  way  to  Providence  they  xeoeived  » 
third  letter  from  the  owners  and  inhabitants  of  Shaw- 
omet,"  informing  them  that  their  offer  to  Massachusetts 
28.  was  a  peaceable  aud  not  a  warlike  one,  and  warning  them 
upon  their  peril  not  to  invade  Warwick.  To  tlds  the 
commissioners  replied  that  they  deeired  to  speak  with  the 
men  of  Warwick,  to  lead  them,  if  possible,  to  see  their 
misdeeds  and  repent,  but  if  they  fiuled  in  that  they  should 
look  upon  them  as  men  prejmred  for  slaughter,"  and 
would  proceed  accordingly.  This  outrageous  missive 
spread  terror  in  the  humble  settlement  of  Sbawomet.  The 
women  and  children  fled  for  their  lives,  some  to  the  woods 
and  otliers  in  boats  to  gain  tlie  neighboring  plantations. 
The  men  fortified  a  house  aud  there  awaited  tlieir  assail- 
ants.   A  number  of  Providence  men  accompanied  the 
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troops  to  see  what  would  be  dune,  and  to  aid  in  effecting  cuap. 
a  peaceable  adjustment  of  the  difficalty.  A  parley  was 
proposed.  Fonr  Pnmdence  men  were  selected  as  wit- 
nesBes  theieto.  The  commissioneTB  briefly  stated  their 
ease ;  that  the  Gtortonists  had  wronged  some  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts sahjects,  and  that  they  held  certain  blasphe- 
mons  errors  of  wliich  tlicy  must  rc})ont  or  be  carried  to 
Bttjst^'ii  ior  trial,  or  otherwise  be  put  to  the  sword,  and 
their  goods  seized  to  defray  the  charges  of  the  expedition. 
From  this  proposition  the  owners  of  Shawomet  dissented, 
on  the  ground  that  their  adversaries  would  thus  become 
theb  judges,  hut  offered  to  appeal  to  England,  which  was 
mfiosed.  The  GkrtonistB  then  proposed  to  refer  the  dis- 
pute to  arbitration,  offering  their  persons  and  property  as 
security  that  they  would  abide  by  the  decision  of  impar- 
tial men  mutually  chosen  for  the  purpose.  This  seemed 
so  reasonable  that  a  truce  was  agreed  upin  until  a  mes- 
senger could  be  sent  to  Massachusetts  to  learn  the  yiews 
of  the  magistrates.  The  Gortonists  charge  the  troops 
with  many  outrages  during  this  truce,  which  are  stoutly 
denied  by  Window.  The  fma  Providence  witnesses  *  sent 
a  letter  to  Gov.  Winthrop  giving  an  account  of  the  par- 
ley, and  entreating  him  to  accept  the  pro})osal  of  arbitra- 
tion. Oh.  huw  grievous  would  it  be  (we  liopc  to  you) 
if  one  Tuau  >huuld  bo  slain,  considering  the  greatest  mon- 
arch in  the  world  cannot  make  a  man  ;  especially  grievous 
seeing  they  offer  terms  of  peace,"  is  the  earnest  language 
they  employ.  The  commissioners  also  wrote  a  letter.  A 
committee  of  the  General  Court  happened  to  be  con- 
vened, upon  news  of  the  murder  of  Miantinomi,  when 
these  letters  were  received.  The  elders,  as  usual,  were 
consulted.  The  result  was  what  we  might  antieipato 
from  such  a  tribunal  It  was  agreed  that  it  was  neither 
seasonable  or  reasonable,  neither  safe  nor  honorable,  for 

*  TIM7  vore  CtuL  Brm,  Thomat  Ohxey,  WUliftm  Field,  WiDiam  Wick- 
enden.  Simp.  DeAoM^  108. 
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CHAP.  US  to  accept  of  suck  a  proposition.  1.  Because  they 
would  never  offer  in  asaj  terms  of  peace  Tiefore  we  had 

16  4  3.  Bent  our  soldien.  2.  Because  the  ground  of  it  was  fidse, 
for  we  were  not  parties  in  the  case  hetween  the  Indians 

and  them^  but  the  proper  judges^  they  being  all  within 
our  jurisdiction  by  the  Indians  and  English  their  own 

giuut.  3.  They  were  no  State,  but  n  few  fugitives  living 
without  law  or  government,  and  so  not  liununible  for  us  to 
join  with  them  in  such  a  course.  4.  The  parties  whom 
they  would  refer  it  unto  were  such  as  were  rejected  by  ns, 
and  all  the  governments  in  the  country,  and  besides,  not 
men  likely  to  be  equal  to  us^  or  able  to  judge  of  the 
cause.  5.  Their  blasphemous  and  reyiling  writings,  etc., 
were  not  matters  fit  to  be  oompounded  by  arbitrament, 
but  to  be  purged  away  only  by  repentance  and  ])ublic 
satisfaction,  or  else  by  public  punishment.  And  lastly, 
the  commission  and  instructions  being  given  them  by  the 
General  Court,  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  alter  them.''  * 
Ck)v.  Winthrop  replied  to  the  Providence  letter,  declining 
3  arbitration.  The  commissionerB  were  directed  to  proceed 
at  once.  They  notified  the  besieged  that  the  trace  bad 
expired.  A  final  effort  was  made  to  speak  with  the 
commissioners,  but  failed.  The  Providence  men  were 
warned  to  have  no  more  intercoiu'se  with  those  of  Shawo- 
met.  All  hope  of  accommodation  was  at  an  end.  The 
cattle  were  iiist  seized  and  then  the  assault  commenced. 
The  Warwick  men  hung  out  the  English  flag  in  token  of 
their  allegiance  to  Old  England.  It  was  immediately 
riddled  by  the  shot  of  their  assailants.  The  troops  bad 
entrenched  themselves  and  opened  a  regular  system  of 
approaches,  so  that  the  siege  lasted  some  days.  Dnring 
all  this  time  tlic  Gortonists  acted  solely  on  the  defensive, 
not  firing  a  shot,  although  prepared  to  do  so  in  case  the 
house  should  be  set  on  fire,  or  a  forcible  entiy  be  at- 

'  WinHinp,  iL  189, 40.  How  ftr  Hbum  twuas  jastifjr  GoUmiIi  wipiciomi 
of  the  {mptftiftlitj  of  U*  tdTexNifeii  Ae  fMider  can  jndg». 
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tempted.   On  Sunday  morning  the  works  of  tlie  besiegers  chap. 

were  advanced  so  near  the  house  that  an  effort  was  made 

to  set  it  on  fire,  which  failed.  "The  comniissioiieis  sent  1648. 

Oct, 

to  Massachusetts  f(^r  more  soldiers.  Tlie  aliair  had  reached 
a  crisis.  The  GortoniHis  niiist  muk  nder,  or  a  fearful 
slaughter  on  both  sides,  with  certain  death,  under  form 
of  law,  to  those  of  the  besieged  who  might  survive  the 
oonfliet^  would  result.  They  submitted  to  superior  force, 
and  were  canied  in  triumph  as  prisoners  to  Boston/  where  i^. 
they  were  committed  to  jail  to  await  their  trial.  The 
next  Sahhath  morning  the  prisoners  refused  to  attend 
church.  Tlie  mapstialcs  dcteniiiiied  to  coih]k4  them. 
They  agreed  to  do  .10  if  thoy  miglit  hnvQ  liberty  to  8j)eak, 
should  occasion  reixuire,  alter  the  sermon.  This  was  con- 
eededy  so  aocorditigly  they  came  in  the  afternoon.  Mr. 
Cotton  preached  at  them  about  Demetrius  and  the  shrines 
of  EphesuSy  after  which,  Gorton,  leave  hemg  granted,  re- 
plied, somewhat  varying  the  application  of  the  text,  to 
the  great  scandal  of  his  hearers.* 

'  Q«ffloii  t^jrt  IUb  jnm  •  violatioD  of  llie  aitidfli  of  snmndor,  hy  wbidi 
dMymro  to  "go  nlo!;i' -witli  them  as  freemen  and  iicli^'lilii  rs,"  an!  not  as 
captives ;  and  alao  that  they  took  eighty  head  of  cattle,  beaiiics  swine  and 
goats  which  wor"  <)!vlilo<l  amon^  themselves  and  their  subjects,  and  hmke 
opf-n  the  hoiL'»e«fi,  rui>t>in:r  the  com  and  other  supplies.  A  part  of  these  allega- 
tioui  are  rather  feebly  denied  bj  Winslow,  while  other  parts  are  admitted 
I1J  Winditop.  Gorton  in  ■  note  on  page  119,  Staples'  Simplidtim  Defenco, 
tMBto  Ilia  mgtion  wiA  the  extent  of  Ibdr  triamph,  **  a  wholo  oonntij  to 
oany  twt^  eleren  mon/'  §nA  Mja  tint  om  had  died,  S«in|Mon  Shattoa»  be- 
fore, of  liit  liirdibipo,  and  bnl  ten  handled  arms  in  this  memonblo  lifige. 
Winthrop,  p.  MO,  snrs  three  e'acaped,  and  that  nine  wf-rc  1i<  u^rht  in  M  pclt- 
oners,  p.  1  t-.  '"it  the  Court  records  show  that  ten  wcr<>  i>iit  <.ii  trtrt!. 

'''  Tins  waji  not  tlw  luj>t  time  that  our  uver-xeaiuua  neighbors  I'ouiai,  to  iiae 
an  expres«ive  {^rase,  that  tlicy  hud  caught  a  Turtor."  The  author  of  the 
Eede^Mtioal  Riitoijof  MMMcfaoMtle,  in*  oototo  1 M.  H.  C,  ix.  38,  rebtotft 
pertinent  oaooJotB  aa  lutTing  come  under  Mi  own  oTwemtion  in  Boeton.  **A 
Mna  ftom  the  State  of  Rhode  Inland  wat  aoenscd  of  blasphemy,  and  broiiglit 
before  a  Court  of  Jm^ee$,  He  was  said  to  be  a  i^MSf,  an  Atheist,  blnsphcmcr 
of  the  Bi!»le,  &<•.  He  denied  it  all.  M'itn''«««»fl  were  produced  who  had  lu  nnl 
iuni  Kiy  th:it  tho  Bible  wa>«  n->(  tlie  mnl  of  do  I.  lie  ackn'iwlfil^t'l  that  he 
said  it,  aud  that  every  Christian  would  say  the  same ;  that  he  was  no  Atheist 
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Gorton  and  his  company  were  brought  \yefore  thd 
court  upon  the  following  chaige  of  hereiy  and  Bediticm : 
"  Upon  much  examination  and  aerioos  consideiation  of 
your  writingBy  with  your  answers  ahout  them,  wee  do 

charge  you  to  bee  a  blasphemous  enemy  of  the  *tme  re- 
ligiou  ut'  our  Lord  Jesus  Clirist  and  his  lioly  onliuancefs, 
and  also  ol"  all  c  ivil  autliority  among  the  jjCoiilo  <»!  Gul, 
and  perticuiarly  in  this  jurisdiction."  Tt  is  worthy  oi'  no- 
tice tliat  nothing  is  here  said  aliout  Pumliam.  The  Ofr- 
tenaible  caoBe  of  the  fint  Bummons  by  MaBsachusettB  is 
no  longer  regarded  now  that  the  heretics  are  in  their 
power.  Upon  this  absurd  accusation,  containing  no  &ct 
that  admitted  of  any  possible  reply,  the  captives  were 
put  on  trial  for  the  ir  lives.  A  warrant  was  also  issued  for 
the  arrest  of  Waterman,  Power,  and  John  Greene  and  son, 
who  had  tied  during  tlie  siege.  The  two  former  appeared  ; 
the  latter  escaped  entirely.  J  The  prisonera'  exceptions  to 
the  jurisdiction  were  oventiled  on  the  ground  that  Ply<* 
mouth  claimed  them,  and  had  yielded  its  xx>wer,  in  this 

or  iVist,  Init  lovf  'l  liN  lo  ilr^mer,  and  venerated  his  Bib1<».  Bc^inj:  fi>ki'  l  how 
he  could  lie  <  <>iisistont,  lir  .aii><weml,  •  Th:it  liis  Bible  tnlil  him  that  ("lir-^t  w  a* 
the  Word  of  God,  and  Uie  Bible  a  record  of  the  divim  wdl.  This  >v:is  he 
meant  hy  saying  the  Bible  wm  not  the  Word God*  lie  was  dismissed, 
Mid  he  laughed  heartQj  «t  lut  Mcneon.  This  man  had  been  «  Qiuhflr 
praacher;  became  a  pieadier  of  the  UnlvenaUati^  and  had  a  small  ooograga* 
tionhitlie  county  of  Bcrkdliie,  In  1704;  but  has  nover  boon  permitted  to 
preach  in  tlie  oilier  churches  of  Universalis^*,  his  notions  being  very  peculiar, 
and  such  his  manner  of  exprcs.sing  liim?p1f  ns  proplr*  of  all  pcrstmsions  trui>t 
dislike.  Yet  he  "-sf*^  that  acuteiir-s  < if  ri':i>oiiiiiLr,  iiud  rfcolicctivo  int-in- 
ory  for  quotiu|{  bcriptuf,  which  would  have  boeu  t'uliy  equal  to  Gorton,  bad 

he  met  with  the  aame  opiK>siticin.  Bat  the  qurit  of  penecotioa  hae  flbim 
frarn  tUa  State,  to  the  mortification  of  many  who  wish  to  be  of  eonaeqaeiioe, 
and  would  fun  laite  ita  ghott^  for  the  mJco  of  comphuuing  of  (he  preeent 

magistrates  and  clergy,  but  cannot  Riid  even  the  ahadow  on  the  walL" 

The  writer  of  tliis  liistory  d(  «irc>  liorc  to  f»xpr«»«s  h!**  concurrence  in  the 
truth  and  tlie  spirit  of  the  (■i>iiclu-iin_:r  Tntctii  c  abuvo  tjuutcd,  btjcausc  tlins  far 
in  the  progress  of  this  work  the  hostility  between  the  two  colonies  was  so  con- 
stant that  a  carnal  reader  might  infer  that  tiie  feeling,  for  which  there  waa  so 
mncJi  oeeasion  two  ccntnriea  ago,  still  lingexedf  at  leart  in  the  mind  ef  die 
antfior.   This  he  expready  diaaTows^  and  on! j  regiets  that  the  natore  of  hie 
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case,  to  the  Bay  ;  and  that,  if  they  were  under  no  juris-  ceaf, 
diolkm,  then  MassachiuettB  had  no  ledress  for  her  wrongs, 
and  mnst  either  right  herself  by  force  of  arms,  pr  snbmit  1648. 
to  their  injories  and  reviUngs.   This  was  hut  a  weak  de- 

leuce  in  a  desperate  cause  ;  nor  is  it  strengtheueil  by  the 
special  pleading  of  Wiiislow,  who  says,  on  tliis  important 
ix>int,  "  And  if  any  ask  by  what  autliority  they  went  out 
of  their  own  government  to  do  such  an  act,  know  that  his 
fiwmer  seditious  and  turbulent  carriage  in  all  parts  where 
he  came,  as  Plymouth,  Rhode  Island,  a  place  of  greatest 
liberty,  ProWdenoe,  that  place  which  releived  him  in  that 
his  so  great  extremity ^  and  his  so  desperate  close  with  so 
dangerous  and  potent  enemies,  and  at  such  a  time  (»!'  euu- 
Ki)iracy  by  the  same  Jnclians,  together  with  the  wrongs 
(lone  to  tlie  English  and  Indians  under  the  protection  of 
that  government  of  the  ^Massachusetts,  who  complained 
and  desired  relief ;  together  with  his  notorious  contempt 
of  all  civil  government,  as  well  as  that  particular,  and 
his  blasphemies  against  God,  needlessly  manifested  in  his 
proud  letters  to  them.  All  these  considered  you  shaQ  see 
hereby  cause  enough  why  they  proceeded  against  him  as 
a  common  enemy  of  the  country."  If  these  general 
charges  were  the  real  cause  of  their  pr(jcecdings,  whj'  are 
they  not  all  specifically  alleged  in  the  indictment,  since, 

tbime  reqoiret  liiiki,  whOtt  fpuking  of  the  Ftaritaiu^  to  dwell  Alinof t  wholty 
i^on  tlw  diric  lido  of  filnnM^en  timt  fHMse^^ 

greatneu  of  sooL  HwBlaaiacliasett-;  writers  of  recent  date  Lave  well  ntr.u  J 
ffir  the  inin>tir*»  committed  hy  tlicir  t'Tefatliers,  (li^pljiyiurr  the  liherality  of 
feeling  which  ever  accoiupaniej$  elegant  seholarship.  Bauoroft.  Deun,  Klllott, 
Kelt,  IlUdreth,  Savage,  Sparks,  Uj^min,  Young,  and  since  this  work  was  com- 
xueoced,  Mr.  Barry's  stirring  and  IraAAil  Toloineai  hvn  lU  iUinCzaled  tiie  tii- 
niiqih  of  frnth  orer  prtgndioe,  «nd  ahoWD  liow  n  adioUr  may  riw  saparior  to 
dM  UsMO  that  mided  Mi  uoeiton.  The  tiffles  have  changed,  and  the 
cateeiiiil  eenbirj  was  the  period  of  transition.  The  Pnritons  exemplified  tho 
^rit  of  the  pfist ;  the  iViurnlers  <>['  llhode  T-^hiiiil  foresliaihnveil  that  of  th-"^  fu- 
tiin- ;  aii'l  we  of  the  pre-.  nt  may  n'liiler  ju-tli'c  an  1  .lo  lion i)r  to  h'lth,  hy 
piaciug  oursc'lva^  ih>  Ikr  as  pmcticablii,  iu  the  pu^itiuu  i>f  tUo»i^  wliositi  ucts 
we  n^cord.  The  Puritous  we  should  view  in  tlie  Ught  of  bygone  ccnturici; 
iheir  op|ionenti  in  tiiat  of  the  preient  age,  whioh  has  adopted  their  princiidea. 
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CHAP,  if  true,  they  might  easily  be  proved  7 — instead  of  which 
the  latter  only  is  brought  out  at  the  trial,  and  the  whole 
1648.  attention  of  the  Conrt  engaged  in  proving  it. 
^0^*       Their  letters  were  produced  as  evidence  against  them. 

These  they  were  required  to  retract  or  explain,  which 
they  refused  to  do.  "  The  Court  and  the  elders  spent 
nearly  a  ^vllulu  day  in  discovery  of  Gorton's  deep  luystc- 
ries,  which  he  had  boasted  of  in  his  letters,  and  to  bring 
him  to  conviction,  hut  nil  was  in  vain."  He  denied  the 
consequences  imputed  to  them  by  the  elders,  and  shroud* 
ing  his  opinions  beneath  §n  impenetiable  veil  of  mysti* 
dsm,  maintained  them  to  the  last.  A  series  of  questions 
were  propounded  by  the  Conrt,  upon  which  he  was  to 
answer  fur  his  Life.    Tliose  were — 

1.  Whether  the  Fathers,  wlio  died  Ik- fore  Christ  was 
born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  were  justified  and  saved  only  by 
the  blood  which  he  shed^  and  the  death  which  he  «ufi'ered 
after  his  incarnation  I 

2.  Whether  the  only  price  of  our  redemption,  were 
not  the  death  of  Christ  upon  the  cross,  with  the  rest  of 
his  sufibrings  and  obediences  in  the  time  of  his  life  here, 
after  he  was  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary  ! 

3.  Who  is  that  God  whom  he  thinks  we  serve  ? 

4.  What  he  means,  when  he  saith.  We  worship  the 
star  of  our  god  Kemphan,  Chion,  Moloch  ?  Written  re- 
plies, signed  by  himself,  were  given  to  the  Court.  They 
appeared  so  reasonable  that  even  the  governor  said  he 
could  agree  with  them  in  their  answers  though  not  in  their 
writings,'  to  which  concession  the  bigoted  Dudley  object- 
ed, while  the  more  Hberal  Bradstreet,  at  Gorton's  desire, 
requested  that  no  further  questi(jns  should  l>e  put  to  liiiii. 

It  was  a  ])eeuliariiy  the  mystical  philosophy  of  tlie 
age,  that  ideas  were  couched  in  language  of  which  the 
apparent  meaning  would  lead  to  every  excess,  and  which 

*  Simps.  Defence,  132.    Hutch.  Uht.  of  Mass.,  i.  121.    Eccles.  llisL  of 
Matt.,  87. 
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weie  too  traoBcendental  to  be  otherwise  undeistood  hj  the 
gmterpart  8noh  ideas  were  annoimoed  and  defended 
bj  €k>rton  and  tlie  Antinomian  school,  a]l  of  which,  as  i 
explained  by  the  promulgators,  were  harmless  enough  ;  but 
their  danger  consisted  in  the  possible  and  probable  ii])iise 
of  thefn  by  the  musses,  wliilc  their  opponents,  as  in  the 
pa'sent  tiial,  imputed  to  thorn  results  which  the  authors 
denied.  Heresy  was  the  only  charge  against  the  Gorton- 
ists,  and  the  sole  object  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Court  was  directed.  The  crime  being  sufficiently  proved^ 
the  punishment  was  the  next  consideration. 

Upon  this  "  the  Court  was  much  divided."  The  case 
of  Gorton  was  the  most  difficult.  All  the  magistrates,  but 
three,  condemned  the  great  heresiarch  to  death,  but  a 
majority  of  the  deputies  refused  to  sanction  the  diabolical 
sentence.  In  the  end  he,  with  six  others,  were  sentenced 
to  be  confined  in  iions^  during  the  pleasnre  of  the  Oourt, 
to  be  set  to  work,  and  shotdd  thej  break  jail,  or  in  any 
way  proclaim  heresy  or  reproach  the  church  or  State, 
then,  upon  conviction  thereof  they  should  sufier  death. 
Tliev  were  sent  to  difl'erent  towns,  Gorton  to  Charlcstown, 
Wicks  to  Ipswich,  Hohlen  to  Salem,  Potter  to  Kowley, 
Carder  to  Koxbury,  Weston  to  Dorchester,  and  Warner 
f't  Boston.  The  other  three  were  more  mildly  treated. 
Waddell  was  allowed  to  remain  at  large  in  Watertown ; 
Waterman,  giving  bonds  to  appear  at  the  next  Coort, 
was  dismissed  ^  with  a  fine,  and  Power,  denying  having 
m'^ed  the  first  letter,  a  year  previous,  was  dismissed  with 
an  admonition.  A  warrant  was  forthwitli  directed  to  the 
constables  of  the  several  towns  to  be  ready  within  one 
week  to  receive  the  priiioners.  Their  cattle  were  apjtraised 
and  sold  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  seizmm  and  triaL**  The 

*  At  tiM  Court  on  the  S9A  Hay  foDowiiig,  lieliig  **fotind  erronwmi,  he- 
ndeaX  Mi4  obitfiiate,'*  be  wm  i«m«iidod  to  pilMii  till  tii«  September  Coar^ 
enUn  five  xaagietmtet  dicald  meemdiQe  tee  eante  to  eend  bim  awaj,  in 

which  case  he  was  banished  on  pain  of  death.    M.  C.  IL,  ii.  73. 

*  The  Jactioe  of  thie  piece  cf  judidel  robbeiy  eaa  only  be  defended  on 
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CHAP,  prisoners  were  allowtHl  to  name  two  of  the  five  appraisers 
selected  for  this  pur])ose,  whicli  tliey  ])roperly  declined  to 
1648.  do.^  The  conTictSy  secured  in  chams,  were  sent  off  to  the 
several  towns  named  in  their  sentence,  not  howeyer  till 
they  had  been  paiaded  in  a  bodjr  before  the  oongregatba 
at  Mr.  Cotton's  lectnie,  with  their  irons  upon  them,  aa  an 
instructire  spectacle.  In  this  condition  they  were  con- 
fined the  whole  winter,  in  the  course  of  which  Gorton  ac- 
cused Cotton  of  having  advised,  iii  a  bcrnion,  that  he 
^^434.  sliould  be  atarve<l  to  death.  Tliis  charge  could  scarcely 
12/  be  credited  had  not  the  elders  and  magistrates,  at  the 
trial,  doomed  him  to  die.  Tliis  led  Gorton  to  write  a  let- 
ter to  the  ruling  elder  of  the  Oharlestown  churchy  which 
is  preserved  in  his  book  But  public  opinion  did  not  sus- 
tain such  severe  proceedings,  and  what  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  these  zealots,  the  prisoners  corrupted  the  peo- 
ple with  iLeir  heresies.  Now  this  offence,  hy  the  terms 
of  tbe  ticutence  passed  upon  them  in  Novemljcr,  was  to 
be  ])uni8hed  with  death  ;  but  a  mightier  power  demanded 
their  release.  At  the  next  General  Court  they  were  set 
7.""  at  liberty,  and  banished  from  aU  places  claimed  to  be 
within  the  jnriscUction  of  Massachnsetts,  induding  Fiot* 
idencc,  and  the  lands  of  the  subject  Indians ;  and  if  found, 
anywhere  within  those  limits  after  fourteen  dayp,  they 
were  to  .sull'er  death.'  But  even  this  brief  peri(xl  was  not 
allowed  thcm^  for  three  days  after,  while  Gorton  and  a 


If  Arch 


10. 


Mmw  toeh  groond  w  talran  by  the  "  conniA  Sooft,"  in  die  anecdote  qnotod 
by  Jnilge  Steples,  Id  a  note  to  Simplicities  Defeaco,  p.  136,  as  having  occarred 

■ovoml  year*  «ince  in  tlie  islauil  of  Jamaica.  A  Scotch  officer,  with  sev- 
eral others  of  coqi".  CDtzaged  In  n  billitmi  mntcb  with  some  Jews.  The 
chililrcu  of  Isrucl,  it  aeems,  were  much  too  expert  at  that  game  for  the  Cale- 
Uoulan  aod  his  coropanioos.  The  latter,  afler  having  loet  some  money,  moa- 
teied  their  wbok  jdnt  stock,  and  staked  it  agidnst  the  sons  of  clveamoirfoa  ; 
the  gune  was  played ;  the  Soot  lost ;  Imt  he  swept  tfie  stakes  into  hie  hat, 

dreir  his  SWOi  1,  ;ui  I  protected  by  his  friends,  retired,  calling  out,  •  D— B 
saoISi  ye  scoundrels,  yere  a'  cnoinii  s  to  tho  Lord  J.-^-n*  Christ.'" 

'  See  M.  C.  R.  ii.  51-4  for  oiScial  proof  of  the  foiegoing  facta. 
'  M.  C.      it  57. 
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few  others  were  awaitiug  the  orriviil  of  their  couinules  at  ohap. 
Boston,  a  wanant  from  the  Governor  was  served  on  them^ 
ovdering  them  to  leave  the  town  within  two  hours.   They  1644. 
departed  for  Aquedneck,  lodging  one  night  in  their  own  ^2flL^ 
houses  at  Shawomet,  whence  thej  wrote  a  letter  to  Gov.  April 
Winthrop  to  inquire  if  their  own  purchased  territory  was  ^' 
included  in  the  sentence  of  banishment.    To  this  tlie 
Governor  replied  that  it  was,  and  ordered  tlieni  to  leave 
on  peril  of  their  lives.    They  did  so,  and  once  more  sought 
lefoge  at  Aqucdneck.    Thus  ended  these  atrocious  pro- 
GeedmgS)  which  form  one  of  the  darkest  pages  in  the  his- 
ti»y  of  Massachusetts.^ 

The  controversy  was  ahout  to  he  transferred  to  Eugland. 
The  settlement  of  Wanrick  was  for  a  time  suspended. 
Its  ])crst'ciited  ownerj^  wore  kindly  received  ui  A<|ueiliieck, 
whence  they  had  been  diiven  in  disgrace  a  ilw  yeiirs  be- 
fore. The  cause  for  wliieh  they  hnd  since  suflered,  aud 
the  measure  of  cruelty  they  had  lately  received,  were 
enough  to  ensure  them  an  earnest  welcome.  Here  they 
hired  houses  and  lands,  and  remained  till  after  the  recep* 
tion  of  the  charter  had  deprived  theur  enemies  of  the  last 
semhiance  of  claim  to  intenneddle  with  the  afiOurs  of 
Rhode  Island. 

It  produced  a  curious  eflect  on  tlie  minds  uf  the  In- 
dians, tliat,  after  such  harsh  treatment,  and  so  many 
threats  from  their  opponents,  the  Gortonists  had  returned 

'  The  'I*  tuib  of  tlik  meiuoriiUIe  trial  reniia  H  m  of  ihu  appUcatiou  of  a 
nura^rv  rhyme  an  made  by  the  late  Archbishop  of  Dublin  : — 

"  Old  Father  Long-I^^i  woaldn't      bU  pmyers : 
Tak*  Urn  by  tlie  Tiglit  Ic^^ 
Take  him  by  tlie  left  Icjf— 
Take  bim  IIM  by  boUt  ie^gi— 
•        A  Ad  thtvw  b!ra  down  atairs  T  ^ 

**  There."  ^aid  liLs  ^Iracc,  '*  in  tlia:  uur'pr}'  verse  you  may  sec  .in  epitome 
of  the  history  of  all  reliji^ioufl  pcrsecuti«>n.  Father  Long-leprs  refusing  to  say 
the  prayers  that  wire  dietated  and  ordered  by  hi*  little  tyrants,  is  regarded  af 
a  liantie,  and  tnflbn  mnrt^TiIom.*  Wbo  ihall  my  liere«fter  that  than  i«  no 
moral  oonvcjed  in  Mother  Oooee'a  Helodiea  ? 
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CHAF.  alive.    They  imagined  that  two  distiiict  races  iuliabited 
^^.^  Old  England,  one  tlie  Knirlish,  whom  they  called  Watta- 
10  44.  conoges,'  and  the  rival  race  they  now  termed  Gortonoges. 
^  The  civil  war,  of  which  they  hv\  heard,  confirmed  this 
idea^  and  the  release  of  the  Gortonists  they  nataraUy 
enou^  attributed  to  the  preponderance  of  the  Gbrtonoges 
at  home,  which  alarmed  the  English  lest  they  should 
come  over  to  America,  and  revenge  the  injurieB  that  their 
feebler  comiuitriots  here  had  sustained. 

Soon  ai  tcr  the  return  of  Gorton  tlie  Narragansets  sent 
messengers,  asking  liim  and  his  friends  to  eome  over  and 
speak  with  Canonicus.  The  veneral)le  savage,  with  Pes- 
sicus,  the  brother  and  successor  of  Miantinomi,  received 
them  with  a  courtesy  to  which  they  had  long  been  stran- 
gers. A  council  of  the  tribe  was  assembled.  Their  own 
situation,  impoverished  by  the  heavy  ransom  paid  in  vain 
for  the  life  of  their  murdered  prince,  and  the  condition  of 
their  guests,  robbed  hy  the  same  remorseless  power,  formed 
tlie  subjeet  of  their  cuufereuce.  The  result  was  most  im- 
portant. This  powerful  tribe,  upon  whose  fidelity,  in 
former  years,  had  hung  the  destiny  of  New  England,  vol- 
untarily submitted,  in  a  body,  unto  the  government  and 
protection  of  that  honorable  State  of  Old  England/*  In 
19-  a  written  instrument  they  declared  their  allegiauoe  to 
Kin^  Charles,  upon  condition  of  His  Majesty's  royal 
protection  and  tlie  ^^igne^8,  as  having  been  successively 
from  time  immemorial,  sovereign  princes  of  the  country, 
say  that  they  eanuot  yield  "  niito  any  that  are  subjects 
themselves  in  any  case."  They  appointed  Gorton,  Wicks, 
Holden  and  Warner  their  agents  to  cany  their  snbrais- 
sion  to  England  ;  soon  after  which  Gorton  and  Holden 
embarked  at  New  York  with  the  instrumeitt.*  The 

>  Signifyiiig  coatmen,  or  those  who  woor  clotho^  II.  Wms  Key  R.  I.  11. 
S.  60. 

*  TIm  exAot  tini«  of  Gorton's  depArtun  ib  imknowiL   St»p]«8  and  If  Mki« 

W^j  it  w«S  **  in  1644,  probably  in  the  samtncr ;  but  by  Got.  Winslow*a  ao 
coant  in  hb  aiitwer  to  Gorton'*  SbnpUdtiw  Defonco,  it  appears  that  io  No- 
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Other  two  remaiiicil  at  home.  Johu  li  rceiie,  ofWarwick,  chap. 
also  accompanied  Gorton.  Besides  their  Indian  ageacy, 
their  business  w;is  to  enter  a  complaint  with  the  Com- 
missioiiera  of  Foreign  Plantations  against  MassadmsettBy 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Sbairomet^  to  obtain  for  them 
the  restoration  of  their  property.  Notwithstanding  the  17. 
arrival  of  Mr.  Williams  with  the  free  charter  of  Provi- 
dence, iMassachusetts  strove,  though  vainly,  to  continue 
licr  usurpation  over  the  lands  of  81iawomet.  A  notice 
was  ibbucd  warning  any  persons  from  settling  tliere  with- 
out leave  from  the  General  Court.  The  following  year  a 
yet  bolder  step  was  taken  by  the  General  Court.  A  pe-  ^q^^' 
ataaoy  signed  by  thirty-two  peraons,  of  whom  twenty  were  1.  * 
fireemen,  asking  for  the  lands  of  Pumham^  was  granted. 
Ten  thousand  acres  were  given  them.  They  had  power 
to  admit  or  keep  out  others  as  they- pleased.  Benedict 
Arnold  was  a])pointcd  to  ncp^otiate  with  the  sachem  for 
his  right  in  any  inijiroved  giuimd.  Tho  houses  of  the 
Gortonists  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  petitioners, 
provided  only  that  they  should  pay  to  the  owners  what 
the  Court  sboidd  appoint,  if  they  see  cause  so  to  do," 
and  that  ten  &milies  BhouH  take  pnesession  within  one 
year.'  No  settlement  upon  this  grant  was  made.  Mr. 
John  Brown,  a  magistrate  of  Plymouth,  and  then  one  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  prohil)ited  the 
settlement,  claiming  the  lands  as  withiii  Plymouth  juris- 
diction, and  saying  it  should  be  restored  to  the  rightful 
owners,  Gorton  and  his  associates.  This  bold  stand,  so 
creditable  to  Brown,  although  partially  disowned  by  his 
govemmenty  deterred  the  settlers,*  and  before  the  dilute 

vembcr  of  that  year  ho  was  still  at  Aqncdncck,  and  was  a  mai^istrato  there 
when  Mr.  John  Brown  wns  «t-nt  to  ri=?ort  the  Plymouth  claim  tn  the  inland. 
Winelow  was  Guviiruor  ol"  i'lvmuuth  that  year,  and  signed  lirowu's  coinmis- 
siop  tioy.  8,  1644.  On  l4th  Jannory,  1G4.5-6,  Gorton  dat«s  his  book  at  Lou- 
den. I  infer  that  he  left  dntiiig  the  winter  of  1644-<6.  Perhape  Browa's 
ridi  at  Aqoednaek  haafeeaed  hia  departare. 

>  U.  C.  a,  ii.  128.  *  Winthrap^  u.  252. 
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CHAP,  that  arose  on  the  question  between  MasBachusetts  and 
Plymouth  was  decided  hy  the  Commissioners  in  &Tor  of 
1 646.  the  former,  the  Parliament  had  already  ordered  its  resto- 

j0 '  ration  to  tlie  lawful  purchasers.  Siimlai  annoyances  con- 
tinued for  many  years,  summons  being  often  issued  to  re- 
quire the  attendance  of  parties  at;  the  Massachusetts 
Courts,  upon  the  suit  of  her  subjects  resident  in  Bhode 
Island. 

The  efforts  of  Massachusetts  to  extend  her  jntisdic-' 
tion  in  this  direction  seemed  to  receive  a  fresh  impetus  by 
the  arrival  of  that  charter  which  was  designed  as  a  shield  to 

the  feeble  colonists  of  Bhode  Island  against  her  all-gras|>- 
ing  ambition.  The  covetetl  shores  of  the  Karraj^nset 
assumed  a  new  importance  in  her  eyes  when  the  action 
of  Parliament  placed  them  beyond  her  reach.  Every  ef- 
fort was  made  to  attach  to  herself  any  residents  of  Khode 
Island  who  were  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  order  of 
things,  and  thus  to  sow  the  seeds  of  discontent  more 
widely  in  the  heretical  plantations.  The  insane  idea  waa 
cheri^ed  by  her  rulers  and  inculcated  upon  the  other 
colonies,  that  in  this  way  tlic  people  of  Rliode  Island 
might  he  led  to  question  the  vahMity  of  their  charter,  and 
be  dLsiouraged  from  orG:anizin;[i:  their  distracted  settlt^- 
ments  into  one  corporate  body  under  its  provisions.  Ply- 
mouth, we  have  already  seen,  was  led  to  claim  the  east- 
.  em  shore  and  the  island,  and  Connecticut  was  ere  long  to 
assert  her  right  to  the  Nanaganset  countiy,  while  Provi- 
dence and  Warwick  were  apportioned  to  the  fomentexs  of 
this  tripartite  division.  As  we  examine  the  progress  of 
this  deep-laid  pcheme,  and  obser^^e  the  steadiness  wiih 
wln'f']!  it  was  |)ursuiMl  thnnigh  a  lunj]^  series  of  years,  we 
cannot  but  admire  the  lirmncss  of  our  ancestors  in  foihng 
it  at  every  turn,  nor  can  we  &il  to  recognize  the  hand  of 
a  Superior  Power  in  preserving  a  colony  whose  peculiar 
principles  at  first  made  it  an  object  of  aversion,  and  finallj 
were  adopted  as  the  cardinal  doctrines  of  a  whole  nation. 
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The  result  of  Gorton's  nussiOD^  bo  far  as  falls  witliin  rn \p. 

the  limitf^  of  our  present  chapter,  was  briefly  this.  The 

ComnuBBionexs  issued  an  order  requiring  Massachusetts  to  1 6  4  g. 

reinstate  the  proscribed  parties,  and  forbidding  any  at- 

tempt  to  exeidee  jurisdiction  over  them.   It  was  brought 

over  bv  Holden  in  a  ship  to  Boston.    Witli  Home  dilHcultv  -^pt- 

"18 

he  was  allowed  to  land.  Many  wislicd  to  commit  him  to 
jail,  but  better  counsel  prevailed,  and  he  was  permitted 
to  pass  quietly  through  to  Rhode  Island;  by  virtue  of  the 
protection  given  him  by  Parliament.  Upon  receipt  of  Nov. 
this  order  the  General  Court  seriously  debated  how  far  ^* 
they  owed  allegiance  to  England,  but  wisely  concluded, 
on  advice  of  the  elders,  that  they  were  not  yet  independ- 
ent.' They  decided  to  send  Mr.  Ivlward  Winslow  to 
Enjiland  as  their  agent.  An  answer  to  Gorton's  memo- 
rial, a  co|>y  of  which  had  been  enclosed  in  the  aforemen- 
tioned order,  was  prepared,  which  Winslow,  being  duly  Dec. 
commissioned,  carried,  together  with  two  sets  of  instruc- 
tions,  one  public,  in  accordance  with  his  commission,  the 
other  secret,  concerning  the  course  he  was  to  adopt  and 
the  answers  he  was  to  make  to  the  objections  against  the 
conduct  and  govemment  of  Massachusetts,  contained  in 
the  Conuiiissiuneis'  order.'  The  controversy  in  regard  to 
the  lands  of  Warwick,  su  named  by  Gorton  in  compliment 
to  the  Earl  through  whose  infiuencc  his  mission  was  sue- 
cess^l,  was  prolonged  for  thirty-five  years.  It  soon  be- 
came involved  in  the  greater  dispute  relating  to  the  adja- 
cent territory  of  Narraganset,  which  will  be  considered  in 
future  chapters.   The  first  decision,  above  given,  was  final 

'  ThU  lather  nmarkable  diaennioa  is  giv«a  at  length  by  Winthrop,  il. 
976-2Si.  It  ihom  the  tomjier  of  the  titnes,  and  demonstrates  mora  <^rly 
than  any  other  proceedings  siiioe  those  of  103.>,  when  ii  general  governor  was 
expected  from  Enghind,  (Winth.  .Tonr.  i,  l.'>i,  nnd  ante  chap.  i.  pp.  32-3,) 
the  feeling  with  which  the  Pnritniis  vi.  vv'cd  any  act  of  the  hume  govcroment 
that  tLresUeii^  to  abridge  tlu  ir  virtual  indcpcudoacc. 

*  Copiei  of  an  tfae^o  pape  rs  are  given  hi  Wintbrop,  it.  295-301,  and  of  the 
mont  important  ones  in  R.  I  Col.  Bee's,  i.  867-873. 

VOL.  I. — 13 


Digrtized  by  Google 


194 


HI8T0BY  OF  THE  6TAT£  OF  BHODS  ISLAITD. 


CHAP,  in  its  effect,  although^  after  hearing  Mr.  Winslow^  the 
committee  wrote  to  Mamchusetts  that  if  the  Shawomet 
1 647.  lands  were  in  their  patent,  or  in  that  of  Plymouth,  the 
*25f  case  would  be  altered  ;  but  they  soon  afterwards  wrote 
My  to  all  the  colonies  that  the  Warwick  men  should  be  as-* 
sisted  and  not  niuU'sted  dunng  tlie  Lxauuuation  the 
question  at  issue.'    Tlic  } »urclmberi»  uf  Shawoiuet  returned 
to  their  homes,  and  successfully  withstooil  the  pertipacious 
efforts  of  Massachusetts  to  retain  her  unlawful  dominion 
over  thorn. 

The  Warwick  men  were  strict  constructioniBta  of  the 
meet  rigid  school.  They  neither  recognized  the  existing 
governments  of  Providence  and  Aquedneck,  as  we  have 

seen,  nor  did  they  establish  any  of  their  own  ;  not,  as 
till  ir  enemies  represented,  because  they  were  opi)Osed  to 
all  magistracy,  but  liecause,  as  English  subjects,  they 
could  not  laNvfuUy  create  or  submit  to  any  govornment 
that  was  not  authorized  by  patent  from  the  Crown  or 
Parliament  of  £ngland.  Hence  we  have  no  record  of 
^*y*  their  proceedings  until  after  the  organization  of  the  colo- 
nial government.  They  were  few  in  number,  so  that  the 
mode  of  settling  difficulties,  by  arbitration,  adopted  by 
them  before  tlieir  exjuilsion,  ^vas  probably  continued  till 
their  scruples  were  reniDveil  j.y  the  adoption  of  the  char- 
ter. After  this  took  place  their  rigid  adherence  to  all  tho 
forms  of  law,  as  well  as  to  its  spirit,  was  no  less  remarka- 
ble than  had  been  their  previous  neglect.  The  charter 
supplied  their  theoretical  wants,  and  devotion  to  its  letter 
and  spirit  marked  all  their  subsequent  conduct.* 

'  Both  tfai'se  letten  m  in  Staples'  Gorton.    R.  I.  H.  C.  ii.  203-6. 

•  One  or  two  examples  of  thU  may  here  Ix'  iutii!i";j('«L  For  mnt>y  y<»*r8 
tLeir  tmiubors  were  R-w,  and  *«'ime  of  the  rcquireineiits  of  tlie  coniTuoii  law 
bore  heavily  upon  thcin,  esipcciaiiy  that  requiring  twelve  men  to  coa&tituU>  a 
jur>-.  Aocordiuglj  we  find  them  altering  that  proviiioii  to  conform,  in  the 
language  of  the  cbarter,  **  to  the  natore  and  eonatitatica  oT  the  place,**  m 
these  words :  Whereas  the  townsmen  of  Warwick  having  taken  iiito  eanr 
nderation  that  it  cannot  stand  with  the  constitation  of  the  place  to  ooutfniie 
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The  act  of  submififiion  arrayed  the  Narragansets  in  chap. 
liostility  to  the  pietennons  of  MasBachuseitB^  and  virtu- 
aUy  annexed  their  conntiy  to  the  State  of  Bhode  Island^  i<}44. 
of  which,  thereafter,  it  formed  an  important  part.  Three 

years  prior  to  this  Richard  Smith  had  purchased  land  and 
erected  a  trading  house,  in  what  is  now  North  Kingston,' 
in  the  mitlst  of  tho  Indian  onnntry,  which  was  the  onlv 
Bettlement  south  of  Warwick  until  after  the  ciiarter  went 
into  operation,  when  B<^r  Williams  set  tip  a  similar  es- 
tahliahment  for  a  few  years  and  sold  oat  to  Smith,  upon 
his  second  appointment  as  agent  to  England.* 

Both  English  and  Indians  were  now  the  achnowledged  ^ 
snl^ts  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  haughty  spirit  of  the 

twelve  men  for  the  tiynl  of  causes,  It  h  therefore  qrdered  that  Ihera  be  Mtab* 
lished  six  jurors  for  the  trial  of  rftn«<»^,  an]  tn  hnv<»  f^ix  pence  n  man  for  en  oh 
enn<5r.  and  for  counsellor's  tecs  tlirco  shillings  and  i'owr  pence,  nml  thi^^  to  bo 
of  force  notwithstanding  any  law  formerly  to  the  contrary.''  Warwick  liec- 
ords  of  Feb.  5,  1650,7.  Thit  clitogc  might  appear  as  »  violaUon  of  law  in- 
stead of  a  real  coaformi^  to  its  qtirit,  If  the  {traamble  were  not  recited  and 
their  dmunstanoes  were  not  considered. 

Bat  BtHl  later  wo  have  a  more  striking  inst.uu  i  of  their  attachment  to 
"  law  and  order.''  At  a  Uavii  meeting,  Oct,  12,  1063,  we  find  it  •  Ordered  in 
rf^jrnrr!  r?;nt  thrrc  i'  :i  writing  directed  to  the  warden  or  dr[>\ity  warden  of  tho 
ti.v.n  of  Warwick,  htariiig  date  the  23  September,  l(iG3,  uud  subscribed 
.Jautc»  (L  R.)  Codgers,  aod  not  the  title  of  any  office  annexed  thereto ;  the 
Town  do  therefore  protest  against  it  as  being  eontnay  to  law  mi  order,  and 
thai  report  be  made  hereof  to  the  next  Court  of  Commisuonera.  It  is  far- 
ther ordered  that  the  town  being  sen-ibic  of  matters  that  do  depend,  which 
concern  our  agent,  Mr.  John  Clarke,  do  therefore  conclude  to  choose  com- 
raissionens  to  attend  tho  rourt  rmtwitbstiinding  illeg.ilitv  of  thf  sayd  writini;, 
and  that  justice  may  procci  4  ip  twit li standing  the  8ay<l  neglect  do  likewise 
order  to  choose  juiymen  to  attend  tho  Court  of  Trials."  See  Warwick  Roo- 
ovds  of  that  date.  Rogers  was  General  Seigeant  of  the  colony,  and  shonid 
ham  affixed  the  title  of  bis  office  to  his  nsme  in  an  official  oemmimication. 

'  On  the  site  of  the  present  ( 1 83o)  Updike  house,  which  is  stSd  to  be 
built,  partly,  of  the  materials  of  Smith's.  Potter's  Early  Hist,  of  Narragaa* 
ict,  n.  I.  11.  C.  iiL  32. 

'  M.  H.  C.  1.  211.  The  precMcnce  of  Smith  was  denied  by  Ib'v,  1  Ivn  and 
Greene  in  their  sketch  of  Karragunset,  iu  16^0.  They  aay  Warwick  was  set- 
tled first,  and  that  Williams  preceded  Smi^  but  the  evidence  is  aQ  the  other 
way,  and  their  eiror  periiaps  arose  horn  there  being  two  Biebard  Smitiis,  Ihther 
and  SOD,  in  dio  ooneera.   Br.  S.  P.  0.  New  England  P^m^toL  iii.  p.  81. 
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CHAP,  native  chiefs  refused  to  aoconnt  for  their  conduct  i  * 
«J!^  any  but  their  common  Master.   A  summons  was  leoeived 
1644.  from  Massacbufletts  for  them  to  attend  at  the  next  Oouttu 
They  declined  to  do  so,  and  informed  the  goyemment  of 

tlicir  submission  to  King  Charles,  and  of  their  intention 
to  make  war  on  Uncas.  This  letter,  with  one  of  like  pur- 
port from  Gorton,  gave  great  anxiety  to  the  General 
Court.  Two  messengers  were  sent  to  the  lianagaDseto 
to  counteijict  the  influence  of  Cbrton,  and  to  disguade 
them  fiom  their  purpose.  They  were  coldly  received  and 
&i]ed  in  their  mission.  Pumham  and  Soconoco;  dreading 
the  anger  of  the  Karmgansets,  a]) plied  to  Massachusetts 
for  a  guard.  An  officer  was  sent  with  ten  soldiers  to 
build  a  tort,  and  to  remain  for  their  protection  till  the 
July  danger  \v:ih  glassed.  Although  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  prevented  immediate  war  between  the 
Sept.  hostile  tribes,  they  could  only  avert  it  for  a  while.  In  a 
H^;44  ri.  months  the  Karrag^nsets  sent  messengers  to  Boeton, 
declaring  that  unless  Uncas  should  pay  a  hundred  and 
sixty  fibthoms  of  wampum,  or  come  to  a  new  hearing  of 
the  case  within  six  weeks,  they  would  make  war  upon 
hiui.' 

1640.  ^^^^  spring  the  long  restrained  wrath  of  the  Narra« 

gansets  vented  itseli'  upon  the  Mohegans.  One  thousand 
men,  some  of  whom  were  armed  with  gims,  attacked  Un- 
caa  and  defeated  him  with  considerable  slaughter.  Con- 
necticut and  New  Haven  sent  troops  to  protect  Uncas. 
The  Gkncral  Court  despatched  a  letter  to  the  Karragan- 
sets  requiring  them  to  desist  from  war,  and  soon  after  sent 
Benedict  Arnold  as  a  messenger  to  them.  The  Indians 
af  terward  stated  that  he  had  misrepresented  their  answer, 
and  hcnt  for  lioger  Williams  to  assist  them  in  their  trou- 
bles. A  special  meeting  of  the  J^ew  England  Commis- 
sioners  was  held  in  this  emergency,  and  messengers  *  were 

'  Uubbaid's  New  Eoglaod,  ch.  li. 

*  Setgeuftt  Jolm  Davii^  Benfldict  Amdld  «nd  Fund*  Smjtli. 
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sent  a'aecond  time  to  require  both  the  hostile  tribes  to  send  chap. 
depaties  to  BostoD^  who  should  explain  the  cause  of  the  war, 
reeeive  satisfiMStioD^  and  make  peace.  This  attempt  fiilled.  i^^S- 
The  embassy  was  haughtily  tieated  by  the  Narragansets, 
who  were  resdved  to  have  the  head  of  Un'cas.  On  their 
leturn  they  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  WilliaTgs,  stating 
that  terras  of  neutrah'tv  had  been  ina<le  bv  tlie  Indians 
with  tlio  colonies  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  war  was  in- 
evitable.' The  United  Colonies  at  once  declared  war  xufr. 
against  the  Nanagansets,  and  a  force  of  three  hundred  ^9. 
men,  under  command  of  Major  iSdward  Gibbons,  was 
raised.*  Forty  mounted  men  were  impressed  by  ICassa* 
chusetts  within  three  days,  and  sent  on  in  advance  under 
Lieut.  Atherton.  Messengers  ^  were  also  sent  to  carry 
back  a  present  that  the  Indians  liad  hitely  sent  as  a  |)oace 
oftering  to  the  EngUsh.  The  NarragansetSj  alarmed  at 
these  active  demonstrations,  sued  for  peace.  Through  the 
mediation  of  Williaras,  to  whose  influence,  now  for  the 
second  time  within  eight  years.  New  England  owed  her 
peace  and  safety,  Pessicus,  with  two  other  principal  sa^ 
chems,  and  a  large  train  of  attendants,  came  to  Boston. 
A  treaty  was  concluded  which  bore  heavily  upon  the  Nar- 
rapinscts.  They  were  to  pay  two  thousand  fathoms  of 
wampum  in  four  equal  instalments,  tlie  last  at  the  end  of 
two  years.  Captives  and  canoes  were  to  be  mutually  re- 
stored  by  tiiem  and  the  Mohegans,  and  the  disputes  be- 
tween them  were  to  be  settled  by  the  Commissioners. 
They  were  to  give  up  all  right  to  the  Pequot  country, 

'  Hiibbanl's  Now  Eiiglauil,  c\i.  li.  nn*l  Triiiii!>iiir.-«  Coanecticat,  i.  luO-4. 
The  declaration  of  war  coutaius  u  sumiiiury  of  prcvioos  occurrences 
wVIk  tha  ladians,  signed  hy  J*bii  Wtnthrop,  President,  and  b  giv«n  ftt  length 
by  Hnbbtxd,  di.ll«idin3U.H.avt  464^2. 

'Capt.  Har^^  Ifr.  Willx^n^  mu\  Benedict  Arnold — the  lattnr  aa  Inters 
prnter,  "but  he  could  not  be  found  in  Providence,  and  dared  no  longer  to  ven- 
tnre  nmonpj  tliR  Indian-*,  who  rliar/xorl  him  with  Tnisropro^riiting  their  reply 
two  iimntlis  previous.  lio^^or  Williiim*,  wlioso  influence  was  paramount  with 
tiie  Indiana,  uct«d  m  Interpreter  ou  thin  occatuon  at  the  aolicitation  of  the 
neaeeDgezBi  (Kmlai,  204.) 
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CHAP,  whidi  they  bad  aided  the  English  in  conquering.  «Otber 
hard  tenuB  were  enforced,  and  hostages  were  required  of 
^645.  them.    8adlj  they  signed  this  compulsory  and  oppressive 

treaty,  and  sullenly  they  retired  to  their  native  fastnesses 
to  brood  over  the  ^vr()ng^  thus  newly  inflicted.  The  .se- 
vere exaction  almost  ruined  them.  The  following  spring 
1646  theyfuled  to  send  the  tribute,  and  when  a  small  part 
Jone  only  was  sent  the  Commissioners  lefbsed  to  receive  it  un- 
less they  could  have  the  whole  that  was  due. 

The  remainder  of  this  painful  story,  although  it  caiw 
lies  us  beyond  the  limit  assigned  to  this  chapter,  is  better 
^^^^  told  here.  The  next  year  an  extra  meeting  of  the  New 
England  Cuniiuissioners  was  called  on  account  of  the  fail- 
ure of  the  NnrrajjaiiNeift  to  fullil  tlic  treaty,  and  ol"  their 
alleged  attempts  to  allure  the  Mohawks  to  unite  in  a  war 
against  the  English.  A  threatening  letter  was  sent  to 
Pessicns  requiring  his  appearance  at  Boston.  He  excused 
his  attendance  on  the  plea  of  sickness,  declared  that  he 
had  been  forced  by  fear  to  aocept  the  treaty,  and  prom- 
ised to  send  Ninigret,  sachem  of  the  subordinate  tribe  of 
Nianticks,  to  Boston,  and  to  abide  by  any  agreement  he 
A««  sliuukl  liiakc.  W'lieu  NiniCTet  came  before  the  Commis- 
8.  sioners  lie  denied  all  kuowletige  of  the  treaty,  or  of  any 
reason  why  the  Narragansets  should  pay  tribute  to  the 
Englisli,  to  whom  they  owed  nothing.  The  case  being 
explained  to  him,  he  desired  ten  days  to  send  home  for 
the  wampum,  while  he  remained  as  a  hostage,  Hia  mes- 
senger brought  back  but  two  hundred  fathoms,  which 
Kinigret  attributed  to  his  absence.  It  was  finally  agreed 
that  he  should  pay  a  thoubaud  fathoms  witliin  twenty 
days,  and  the  rest  by  the  next  spring,  upon  which  condi- 
tion he  was  dismissed. 

The  wampum  was  not  paid.  Why  should  it  be? 
When  we  consider  the  foul  death  of  their  almost  idolized 
chieftain,  to  avenge  which-— not  upon  the  English,  its  real 
authors,  but  upon  Tineas,  their  ruthless  tool — <^ey  had 
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begun  a  war  after  due  notice  given,  as  agreed,  to  the  chap. 
Euglijib,  who  at  first  gave  their  consent ;  and  that  then  the  ^J^, 
English  had  marched  an  army  against  them,  and  by  ter-  1647. 
Rir  had  £msed  them  to  a  tieaty  of  which  the  ayowed  ob- 
ject was  to  disable  them,  we  cannot  blame  PessicttB  for 
disavowing,  or  Ninigret  for  ignoring  it,  or  either  for  neg- 
lecting to  comply  witli  its  provisions.    Again  messengers 
were  sent  to  tlio  Narragansets  without  effect.    Rumors  of  jg^^ 
an  Indian  alliance  continued  to  alarm  the  colonists,  who 
persisted  in  identifying  the  cause  of  Uncas  with  their 
own,  and  in  considering  any  attempt  of  the  Nanagansets  1^49. 
to  avenge  their  wrongs  npon  the  Mohegans  as  a  conspiracy 
against  themselves.   An  abortive  attempt  was  made  to 
assassinate  ITncas.  Another  special  meeting  of  the  United  j^]^. 
Colonies  was  called  upon  this  (x  eaaion,  and  Ninigret  again  23. 
appeared  to  excuse  his  lireaeli  oi'  faith,  and  to  defend  the 
reeent  attack  npon  the  mortal  foe  of  his  nihe.    The  pa- 
tie  nc-e  of  the  English  was  exhausted  in  this  labt  fruitless 
e&>rt  to  obtain  the  tribute.   The  next  year  the  Oommis- 
sbners  sent  Capt.  Atherton  with  twenty  men  to  collect 
ii   Pessicns  tried  in  vain  to  avoid  an  interview  while  he 
assembled  his  warriors.   Seeing  this,  Atherton  forced  his  sei<t 
way,  pistol  in  hand,  into  the  wigwam,  and  seizing  the  sa-  ^* 
chem  by  the  iiair,  drag^d  him  from  the  midst  of  his  at- 
tendants, tlireateuin*/  instant  death  if  anv  resistance  was 
offered.     TJiis  summary  conduct,  which  reflects  more 
credit  on  the  courage  of  the  Captain,  than  on  the  justice 
or  the  policy  of  his  government,  produced  the  desired  re- 
salt.   The  debt  was  paid.   The  troopers  departed,  leav- 
ing behind  them,  in  Indian  memoiy,  one  more  act  of 
wrong  and  insult  to  rankle  till  the  day  of  retribution. 
From  tlie  munler  of  Miantinomi,  down  to  tlie  savage  cx- 
podilion  oi  Atherton,  the  whole  seven  years  is  tilled  with 
acts  of  a^rc^ression  and  ut  unjust  interference  on  one  side, 
and  with  the  haughty  pri>tcsts  of  an  injured,  a  highnspir- 
ited,  and  a  feebler  race  of  Indians  on  the  other. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
1647—1651. 

HISTORY  OK  THF  !>:rOIlPOR.mON  OF  pnOVIDEXCE  PLANTA- 
TIONS FROM  TiiE  ADOPTION  OF  THE  PAliLI  AMEXTARY  CHAK- 
TER,  MAY.  1«7,  TO  THE  USURPATION  OF  CODDLXGTOX,  AU- 
GUST, 1661.  ^ 

"  The  Incorporation  of  Providence  Plantations  in  the 
yf\^'  Narragansct  Bay  in  New 'En^^land/*  was  the  legal  title 
^^^^  under  whieli  the  several  settlements  in  Rhode  Isl&nd  were 
united  by  the  terms  of  the  patent.  The  origin  of  this 
charter  we  have  akeady  noticed.  Its  peculiar  character 
deserveB  attention.  It  was  rery  general  in  its  provisions, 
and  conferred  absolute  independence  on  the  colony.  The 
single  proviso  with  which  it  was  fettered,  to  wit  that  "  the 
laws,  constitutions  and  pUiiibinnents,  for  the  civil  <;overn- 
ment  ot"  the  said  plantation^  be  coni'oniialjle  to  the  laws 
(if  England,"  was  practically  annulled  in  the  same  sen- 
tence by  the  subjoined  words,  "  so  far  a^  tlie  nature  and 
constitution  of  that  place  will  admit."  Thus  the  people 
were  left  free  to  enact  their  own  laws,  ibr  this  qualifying* 
clause  in  effect  defeated  the  proviso.  No  charter  had  ever 
been  granted  up  to  that  time  which  conferred  so  ample 
powers  upon  a  community,  and  but  one  as  free  has  ever 
emanated  since  from  the  throne  <»t'  a  monarch. 

The  other  remarkable  feature  in  this  instrument  con- 
sists, not  in  what  it  specified,  but  in  what  it  omitted. 
The  use  of  the  word    civil,"  everywhere  prefixed  to  the 
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tenos  "government"  or  "laws,"  wherever  they  occur  in  chap 
the  patent^  served  to  restrict  the  operation  of  the  charter 
to  punly  political  concems.  In  this  apparent  restriction  1647. 
there  lay  conoealed  a  hoon  of  freedom^  such  as  man  had 
never  Imown  before!  A  grant  so  great  no  language  could 
convoy,  for  the  very  use  of  words  would  imply  the  power 
to  grant,  aiitl  hence  the  co-ordinate  power  to  refuse. 
Here  was  the  essence  of  the  Rhode  Island  doctrine.  They 
hehi  themselves  accountable  to  God  alone  for  their  relig- 
ious  creed,  and  no  earthly  power  could  bestow  on  them  a 
i^t  they  hdd  from  Heaven.  Hence  the  expressive  si- 
lence of  the  charter  on  the  subject  of  religious  freedom. 
At  their  own  request  their  powers  were  limited  to  civil 
matters.  Beyond  this  a  silence  more  significant  than 
language  proclaimed  the  triuiiii)h  of  soul-liberty. 

More  than  three  years  had  elapsed  since  the  patent 
was  obtained,  and  for  thirty-two  months,  since  its  recep- 
tioOy  it  had  served  only  as  an  apology  for  the  self-consti- 
tuted governments  of  the.  several  towns.  The  higher  ob- 
ject lor  which  it  was  designed  could  no  longer  be  kept  in 
abeyance.  The  necessity  of  uniqii  was  daily  becoming 
mure  ajipareiit.  So  long  as  distinct  organizations  were 
maintained,  a  color  of  plausibility  was  given  to  the  con- 
stant eft'orts  of  the  nei;^lihorinijj  colonies  to  impair  its  va- 
liditv.  The  difficulties  in  tiic  wav  of  consolidation  were 
at  length  overcome.  A  General  Assembly  of  the  people 
was  held  at  Portsmouth.  Providence  sent  ten  delegates  Hay 
to  act  lor  her.  The  records  of  Portsmouth  and  Newport 
do  not  show  that  any  were  chosen  from  those  towns,  al- 
thou^jb  it  Ls  probable  that  this  was  done.  Warw  ick  was 
not  named  in  the  charter,  and  Iter  records  do  not  Vvecrin 
till  after  this  Assembly,  but  hhe  was  admitted  to  the  same 
privil^es  with  the  rest  at  the  opening  of  tlie  session. 

This  first  G^eneral  Assembly  was  in  flact  a  meeting  of 
the  Corporators  formally  to  adopt  the  charter,  and  then 
to  cvganixe  a  government  under  it.   It  was  not  simply  a 
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CHAP.  conventioTi  of  delegates  but  of  tlie  wliolc  ])C( >})!('.  A  ma- 
^JJ!^  jority  being  present  their  acts  were  binding  upon  the  whole, 
1*^4  7.  as  is  expressed  in  the  opening  of  the  Assembly,  when, 
1^2!.  ^ving  first  cboeen  Mr.  John  Coggediall,  Modemtor,  It 
was  voted  and  found,  that  the  major  ^Mut  of  the  colony 
were  present  at  this  Assembly,  whereby  was  full  power  to 
transact/'  The  next  step  was  to  proyide  against  the 
withdrawal  uf  so  great  a  nundH-r  as  to  defeat  the  object 
of  the  meeting  by  putting  a  bU>\)  to  legiblation.  For  this 
purpose  the  number  of  tbrty  was  agreed  upon,  who,  iu  cahe 
the  rest  should  depart,  were  required  to  remain  and  act 
as  if  the  Avhole  were  ])resent,  and  be  of  as  full  authori- 
ty." In  the  establidiment  of  this  compnlsoiy  qaorom 
we  see  the  gem  of  the  repreeentatiTe  system,  whioh  the 
increasing  number  of  the  colonists  now  rendered  neoesea* 
ry.  The  Assembly  being  thus  urganized,  and  the  initia- 
tory steps  taken  to  secure  its  permanence  and  antlicrity, 
"  It  was  agreed  that  all  should  set  their  liands  to  an  en- 
gagement to  the  charter."  The  engagement  is  embodied 
iu  the  preamble  to  the  code  of  laws  adopted  at  this  time, 
and  hence  has  no  signatures.  This  was  a  safer  course  to 
pursue,  as  the  other  might  imply  that  those  only  were 
bound  by  the  charter  who  had  given  in  thdr  written  con- 
sent. The  Assembly  then  adopted  the  representative 
system,  by  (tnU'rinf]^  that  "  a  week  before  any  General 
Court,  notice  »?liould  be  given  to  evcr^'  town  by  the  head 
officer,  that  they  choose  a  committee  for  the  transaction 
of  the  affairs  there,"  and  they  also  provide  for  a  proxy 
vote  in  the  words  and  such  as  go  not  may  send  their 
votes  sealed/'  After  unanimously  adopting  a  code  of 
laws,  which  had  been  prepared  previous  to  the  meeting, 
for  the  government  of  the  colony,  they  proceeded  to  elect 
by  ballot  the  p^eneral  officers,  to  continue  for  one  year,  or 
till  new  bi;  cliosen. 

John  Coggeshall  was  chuhen  President  of  the  Province 
or  Colony,  with  one  Assistant  from  each  town,  viz. :  Koger 
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Williams  of  Providence,  John  Sandford  of  Portsmouth,  chap. 
WiUiam  Coddington  of  Newport,  and  Bandal  Holden  of 
Waiwick.   WiUiam  Dyer  was  chosen  (General  Recorder,  ^m^^' 
and  Jeremy  Clarke,  Treasurer. 

The  mode  of  passing  general  laws  was  then  preeoribed, 
and  deserves  attention  for  the  care  witli  wliicli  it  provides 
for  obtaining  a  free  exprossiuii  ui'  the  opiriiunh  ut  tiie  wliole 
people.  All  laws  were  to  be  first  discussed  in  the  towns. 
The  town  first  proposing  it  was  to  agitate  the  question  in 
town  meeting  and  conclude  by  vote.  The  town  clerk  was 
to  send  a  copy  of  what  was  agreed  on  to  the  other  three 
towns,  who  were  likewise  to  discuss  it  and  take  a  TOte  in 
town  meeting.  They  then  handed  it  over  to  a  commit- 
tee ut'  six  men  fruiu  cacli  town,  freely  chosen,  which  com- 
mittees constituted  "  the  General  Court,"  wlio  wore  to  • 
asheiiihle  at  a  call  for  the  ])urpose,  and,  if  they  found  the 
majority  of  the  colony  concurred  in  the  case,  it  was  to 
stand  as  a  law  till  the  next  General  Assembly  of  all  the 
people/'  who  were  finally  to  decide  whether  it  should  con- 
tinue as  law  or  not.  Thus  the  laws  emanated  directly 
from  the  people.  The  General  Court  had  no  power  of  re- 
▼ifiion  over  cases  already  presented,  but  simply  the  duty 
of  proujulgating  the  liiws  with  which  the  towns  had  in- 
trusted tliem.  The  right  to  originate  legislation  was, 
however,  vested  in  them  to  be  carried  out  in  this  way. 
When  the  Court  had  disposed  of  the  matters  for  which 
it  was  called,  should  any  case  he  presented  upon  which 
the  public  good  seemed  to  require  their  action,  they  were 
to  debate  and  decide  upon  it.  Then  each  committee,  on 
returning  to  their  town,  was  to  report  the  demsion,  which 
was  to  be  dehated  an<l  voted  nj)0u  in  each  town  ;  the 
voteK  to  he  sealed  and  sent  by  each  town  clerk  to  the 
General  Becorder,  who,  in  presence  of  the  President,  was 
to  count  the  votes.  If  a  majority  were  found  to  have 
adopted  the  law,  it  was  to  stand  as  such  till  the  next 
General  Assembly  should  confirm  or  repeal  it.  Thejeal- 
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CHAF.  <»"-'^y  with  which  the  people  maintained  tiieir  rights,  and 
the  checks  thus  put  upon  themselves  in  the  exerciae  of  tke 
1647.  ktw-makiiig  power,  as  displayed  in  this  prelimimuy  act, 
19^1.  present  most  forcibly  the  union  of  the  two  elements  of 
liberty  and  law  in  the  Rhode  Island  mind. 

The  Court  of  Election  "  was  appointed  for  the  first 
Tuesday  after  the  fifteenth  of  May,  annually,  it'  wind  and 
weather  hinder  not  ;  then  the  General  Court  of  triak  im- 
mediately to  succeed."  The  manner  and  time  of  organ- 
izing monthly  and  quarterly  Courts,  was  left  to  the  town 
councils  of  Newport  and  Portsmouth  to  arrange  within 
thirty  days.  From  them  had  emanated  the  code  of  lawi, 
and  to  them  it  was  intrusted  to  perfect  the  means  of  en- 
forcing that  code.  ■  Acts  were  passed  regulating  the  pow- 
ers of  the  towns  in  specific  cases,  and  requiring  that  six 
men,  to  eoni])()se  a  town  council,  should  he  chosen  by  each 
town  at  it.s  ui-xt  nieetinsr.  "  The  nea  laws,  uthenvise 
called  Laws  of  Oicron,"  were  adopted  "  for  the  benetit  of 
seamen  upon  the  island,"  and  two  water  bailies  ^  were 
chosen  fur  the  colony.  An  anchor  was  adopted  as  the 
seal  of  the  Province.  Beciprocal  duties  with  foreign  na* 
tions,  upon  all  imported  goods,  except  beaver,  were  estab* 
lished,  and  they  were  prohibited  from  trade  with  the  In- 
dians. A  military  system,  very  like  the  one  adopted 
seven  years  hefuie  at  Aquetlueck,  was  ordered. No  arms 
or  ammunition  were  to  be  sold  to  the  Indians  under  a 
heavy  penalty.  The  remoter  settlements  were  apportioned 
among  the  towns.  Kewport  was  to  have  the  trading  posts 
in  the  Narroganset  country  ;  Portsmouth,  the  island  of 
Prudence,  and  the  people  of  Pawtuzet  were  allowed  their 
choice  to  belong  to  Providence,  Portsmouth  or  Kewport. 
A  letter  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  them  to  make  their  se- 
lect inn,  .'Mid  another  to  Masfcachuselts  respecting  her  claim 
to  jurisdiction  over  them.'    A  form  of  engagement  for  the 

'  John  Cooktt  Kod  Thomos  Brownell.  *  Ante,  chap.  v.  p.  145. 

'  Tbcae  l«tt«n  cnmot  be  found  on  the  records  of  MAssaohvsetto  or  &liode 
liland. 
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othcers  was  adopted,  and  what  in  our  day  seems  curious,  chap  ^ 
but  is  not  the  less  just,  a  form  for    The  recipiocal  en- 
gagement  of  the  State  to  the  officera"  was  agreed  upon  1647. 


We  the  inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Proyidence 

PkntatioDS,  being  here  orderly  met,  and  having,  by  free 


doe  administmtion  of  justico  and  the  execution  tliercuf, 
•  throughont  tlie  whole  Colony,  do  hereby  engage  ourselves, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  to  support  and  uphold  you  in 
your  foithiui  performance  thereof."  The  clerk  of  the  AS" 
sembly  represented  the  State  in  giving  and  receiving  these 
engagements. 

A  tax  of  one  hundted  pounds  was  levied,  as  a  free  gift 

to  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  for  his  lal)or  in  obtaining  the  char- 
ter. Of  this  Newport  was  to  pav  nne-Lall,  Portsmouth 
thirty,  and  Proiidence  twenty  pounds.  By  this  appor- 
tionment it  appears  that  Newport  had  rapidly  advanced 
in  wealth.  Although  the  latest  settled,  she  was  already 
equal  to  the  two  older  towns,  and  the  island  embraced 
fonr-^fifths  of  the  strength  of  the  Province.  Warwick  was 
too  weak  as  yet  to  bear  any  part  of  the  burden. 

The  ])reanible  and  bill  of  l  ii^hts,  }»n  lixed  to  the  code 
of  civil  aiiil  criminal  law  ado|itcd  at  this  time,  is  a  re- 
markat»le  ]»rodnetion.  Brief,  simple  and  comj)iehensive, 
the  preamble  asserts  in  a  few  words  the  two  cardinal  doc- 
trines of  the  founders  of  Rhode  ^Island.  It  declares  "  that 
the  form  of  government  estabhshed  in  Providence  Plan- 
tations is  Democratical,  that  is  to  say,  a  government  held 
hy  the  free  and  voluntary  consent  of  all,  or  the  greater 
part,  of  the  free  inhabitants."  This  position  was  no  less 
novel  and  s(  art  ling  to  the  >5l;il('sracn  of  that  day,  than 
was  the  idea  (4"  relii»;inTis  freedom,  which,  in  the  next  enact- 
ing clause,  it  carefully  ;_Miard8.  Both  of  these  principles 
were  exclusively  Khode  Island  doctrines,  and  to  her  be- 
longs the  credit  of  them  both.   This  first  General  Assem- 
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CHAP,  biy  aimed  to  adopt  a  code  that  Bhould  secave  each  of  these 
J!3iL  objecta,  and  thus  be  *^  suitable  to  the  nature  and  consti- 
1647.  tution  of  the  place."  They  saooeeded  ;  and  we  hazard 
1^2L  ^^1^  ^  saying  that  the  digest  of  1647,  £)r  simplicity  of 
diction,  unencnmbered  as  it  is  hj  the  superfluous  verbiage 
that  clothes  (Hir  modern  statutes  in  learned  obscurity  ;  for 
breadth  of  c()mprehenf5ion,  embiacing  as  it  does  the  foun- 
dation of  the  whole  bcxly  of  law,  on  every  subject,  which 
has  since  been  adopted ;  and  for  vigor  and  originality  of 
thonght,  and  boldness  of  expression,  as  well  as  for  the 
vast  significance  and  the  brilliant  triumph  of  the  princi* 
pies  it  embodies,  presents  a  model  of  legislation  which  has 
never  been  surpassed. 

Tlie  of  rights  embraces  in  cuncise  terms,  under 
four  distinet  liiuds,  the  fundaiueutal  principles  of  all  onr 
subsequent  legislati'^n.  In  the  fir<»t  it  re-cnaets  a  ekuKC 
of  Magna  Charta  guaranteeing  the  liberty  and  j)roperty 
of  the  person,  and  guards  against  constructive  felonies, 
which  at  that  time  were  sapping  the  foundations  of  Eng- 
lish liberty,  by  restricting  criminal  suits  to  Tiolations  of 
the  letter  of  the  law.  In  the  second  it  prevents  the  as- 
sumption or  the  abuse  of  delegated  power,  by  forbidding 
•  any  to  li^M  office  wlio  are  not  lawfnlly  ealled  to  it,  and  re- 
quirinir  those  who  arc,  to  pcriurni  lu'ither  more  nor  less 
than  their  pn»]>er  duties.  These  two  heads  secure  tho 
rights  of  individuals  against  the  government.  The  third 
protects  the  right  of  minorities  against  the  majority,  by 
restricting  tho  legislative  power  of  the  Assembly  to  laws 
founded  upon  the  charter,  and  rightly  derived  from  the 
General  Assembly,  lawfully  met  and  orderly  managed." 
Tho  last  section  requires  that  adequate  compensation  be 
]>ai(l  to  all  ullieers,  tliat  every  man  should  serve  when 
elected  or  submit  to  a  tine,  and  that  "  in  ease  uf  imminent 
danger  no  man  shall  refuse."  In  conclusion  they  proceed 
to  adopt  generally  the  common  law  of  England,  with  the 
reiterated  restriction  that  they  enact  only    such  of  them 
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and  80  far,  as  .the  natim  and  constitutifm  of  our  place  chap 
vill  admit."  Upon  this  aU-impoitant  saving  datiBein  J!!^ 
the  charter  they  laid  great  stress.  It  was  their  guarantee  1^47 
and  shidd  of  independence.    Under  their  patent  they  19.21. 

cliiiined  that  thoy  could  do  as  they  j^lensed,  so  long  as 
tht  v  did  not  violate  any  law  of  Endarid,  and  they  acted 
accordingly.  Pructically  they  declared  that  "  their  gov- 
ernment derived  all  its  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the 
gOTemed/'  and  expressly  they  established,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  histoiy  of  the  modem  worlds  a  "  Democratical 
form  of  goveniment.''  To  secure  this  and  their  cherished 
idea  of  reiigious  fireedom,  were  the  two  objects  aimed  at 
throughout  the  digest  of  laws  then  adopted.  For  these 
high  ])iirposcs  they  sacrificed  their  early  predilections  lur 
Elll:li^^h  laws  wherever  they  coidlicted  with  them.  They 
commenced  their  career  as  an  independent  State,  l)y  vir- 
toe  of  a  charter  that  made  them  such,  and  which  they 
knew,  although  it  might  be  forfeited  by  abuse^  could  not 
be  revoked  at  pleasure.  Their  statutes  were  so  framed 
as  to  be  within  both  its  letter  and  its  spirit,  and  so  long 
as  this  was  the  case  they  felt  secure  in  their  liberties. 

The  code,  in  its  divisions  of  the  law,  is  not  remarka- 
ble ibr  ])recision,  and  the  dediiitiuns  ut"  crime  are  not  such 
as  wo  should  find  at  this  day  in  a  work  on  criminal  juris- 
})rudence  ;  hut  the  meaning  is  clear  and  unmistakable. 
Each  o£fence  is  separately  defined,  and  its  penalty  dis- 
tinctly stated.  A  feeling  of  humanity  pervades  the  whole, 
aa  if  the  object  were  to  repress  crime  rather  than  to  pun- 
ish it.  In  this  point  it  presents  a  strilnng  contrast  to  the 
vindictive  spirit  of  cotemporary  codes  ;  aometimes  indeed 
errini;,  it  may  be,  on  tlie  side  of  mercy,  and  ever  display- 
ing a  mark<'d  renpect  lor  the  rights  ot"  conscience.  An 
instance  of  the  former  peculiarity  is  found  in  the  statute 
against  burglary,  of  which  the  penalty  was  death,  save 
where  the  convict  was  under  fourteen  years  of  age,  or  was 
a  poor  person  impelled  by  hunger  to  commit  the  crime ; 


208  HISTORY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  BHODE  ISLAND. 


CHAP,  ill  which  case  it  was  declared  to  be  hirccny.  The  preaiii- 
ble  to  the  law  against  perjury  well  illustrates  the  regard 
1  04  7.  felt  for  private  scruples.  Forasmuch  as  the  consciences 
19^2^.  ^  sundry  men^  truly  cdnscioiiable^  may  scruple  the  giving 
or  the  taking  of  an  oath,  and  it  would  he  nowise  suitable 
to  the  nature  and  constitution  of  our  place,  who  profess 
ourselves  to  be  men  of  different  confidences  and  not  one 
willing  to  force  another,  to  (U'l)ar  such  as  cannot  do  so, 
either  t v. ) 111  hearing  office  auioiii^  us  or  I'dui  giving  in  testi- 
mony in  a  case  depending  ;  be  it  enacted  by  the  autiiority 
of  this  present  Assembly,  that  a  solemn  profession  or  tes- 
timony in  a  court  of  record,  or  before  a  judge  of  record, 
shall  be  accounted,  throughout  the  whole  colony,  of  as 
Ml  force  as  an  oath ;  **  and  then  it  proceeds  to  decree  the 
penalty  of  perjury  against  any  who  should  fiedsify  such 
testimony.  This  deference  to  conscientious  motives  is  the 
more  reui.iikablc  as  at  that  time  tlie  Frieiids  tlid  not  vet 
exibt  as  a  ilistinct  .society,  hukiing  to  the  imlawfuliitss  ot' 
oaths.  It  is  a  practical  and  legal  exposition  ct'  the  Khoile 
island  doctrine  upon  one  of  the  very  subjects  for  which 
the  Founder  of  the  State  had  suffered  twelve  years  be- 
fore.' The  law  for  the  recovery  of  debts  contams  a  pro- 
vision in  behalf  of  the  honest  debtor,  which  later  codes 
might  well  embody — "  but  he  shall  not  be  sent  to  prison, 
there  to  lie  languishing  to  no  man's  advantage,  unless  he 
retase  to  ajipear  or  to  stand  to  tlieir  order." 

Marriage  was  held  as  a  civil  contract  throughout  New 
England.  The  statute  required  the  banns  to  be  published 
at  two  town  meetings,  and  confirmed  before  the  chief  o£i- 
cer  of  the  town.  It  was  then  to  be  entered  on  the  town 
records,  thus  providing,  in  that  early  day,  a  registry  of 
marriage,  such  as  recent  legislation  has  attempted  to  re- 
vive. The  statute  regulating  the  probate  of  wills  con- 
tains a  singular  provision  in  the  case  of  intestates,  or  of 

'  On  SOth  April,  1696,  Roger  Williams  was  caU«d  before  the  Coaneil  for 
blfl  views  on  the  matter  of  oaths.  Chap.  i.  p.  SO,  onto. 
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exaetttoiB  declimng  to  act  The  town  oouncil  weie  to  chap. 
fasre  an  inventory  taken^  and  then  to  diBtribnte  the  estate  .J[^ 
among  the  hein  at  law,  appointing  an  execfutor  fbr  that  1047. 

purpose  ;  in  other  words,  they  were  to  iiuike  a  ^^  ill  for  i^.^^ 
him.  This  wjis  a  coiinnon  thint?,  and  niiuiv  such  onasi 
testaments  remain  upon  the  town  records,  in  some  of 
winch  a  largely  discretionary  power  appears  to  have  been 
ezercLsed  by  the  councils.*  It  was  not  unusual  to  prove 
a  will  in  the  presence  of  the  testator,  before  his  death. 
The  instmment  being  executed^  and  witnesses  examined^ 
it  was  returned  to  the  testator  duly  certified,  and  after 
his  decease  tcstaniciitary  letters  were  issued  to  tlie  execu- 
tor. The  advantage  of  this  course  where  quebtions  of 
sanity  or  fraud  are  involved  is  ohvious. 

There  are  very  many  points  in  this  digest  that  make 
it  an  interesting  study,  illustrative  of  the  progressive 
views  of  our  ancestors^  and  of  the  dangers  that  sorrounded 
them.  We  can  allude  to  but  one  other  statute,  bearing 
upon  the  latter  point.  So  important  was  the  subject  of 
archery  considered,  in  view  of  the  menaces  to  which  they 
were  exposed  fn/ui  warlike  tribes,  whose  weajion  was  the 
])ow,  and  of  tlieir  own  liability  to  ])e  deprived  of  the  use 
of  their  fire-arins  from  want  of  ammunition,  that  it  was 
not  left,  like  the  other  iam^s  relating  to  military  defence, 
to  be  established  in  the  acts  and  orders  of  Assembly,  but 
was  embodied  in  the  code  itself.  Every  man  between  the 
ages  of  seventeen  and  seventy  was  required  to  keep  a  bow 
and  four  arrows,  and  to  exercise  with  them  ;  and  evety 
father  was  to  furnish  each  sou.  from  seven  to  seventeen 
years  old,  with  a  bow,  two  arrows  and  shafts,  and  to  bring 

*  Jn^  Staples  Mjt  upon  thic rat{|ect:  ''Thoj  vera  notaimply  a  dltision 
and  diilntnitioa  of      ntata  of  the  <leoeaMd  among  his  Bein  at  law,  but  In 

one  in«(tance  now  in  existence  in  tb6  city  clerk's  oflicc  in  ProviJoucc,  t!;r y  du- 
pnsffj  of  part  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  tri  tlio  ^v^!M.v,  jiart  f  'l-  liiV  ari'i 
p.-\rt  in  ti'<>.  nn'l  <l!Ti?!f<J  th**  residue  among  the  children  t  nant-.  In  ('••(■  tail 
gc!i«ral,  with  cri>6A  rcmuiiiders.  Tim  'n  believed  to  bo  pecuUar  to  this  col- 
ony."  Code  of  1647,  p.  50,  note. 
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CHAP,  them  up  to  shooting.  Violation  of  this  statute  was  puo- 
,Z^)^r  ished  by  a  fine  which  the  &ther  was  to  pay  for  the  mhi 
1  64  7.  the  master  for  the  servant,  and  to  deduct  it  iiooi  his 

May 
19-21.  ^ftg«8- 

At  the  close  of  the  criminal  and  other  genenl  statutes 

of  the  cuile  occur  these  remarkable  words  : — 

These  are  the  laws  that  concern  all  men,  and  these 
are  the  penalties  for  the  transgression  theiLuf,  which,  by 
common  consent^  are  ratified  and  established  throughout 
the  whole  colony ;  and^  otherwise  than  thus  what  is  herein 
forbidden,  all  men  may  walk  as  their  conscienoes  peisuads 
them,  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  God ;  and  lei  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High  walk  in  this  cdony  without  mo- 
lestation, in  the  name  of  Jehovah  their  God,  forever  and 
ever." 

Tims  they  deny  the  existence  of  any  crime  not  speci- 
fied in  tlie  code,  and  expressly  permit  any  act  not  therein 
forbidden.  The  famous  statutes  of  2d  Elizabeth,  oonr 
cerning  uniformity  and  ecclesiastical  supremacy  were  not 
confonnable  to  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  plaoe." 
The  code  preserves  as  significant  a  silence  on  this  subject 
as  does  the  charter  upon  which  it  is  based,  while  the  last 
clause  of  this  a})peiidud  sentence  proNc.'n  liiat  it  was  by  no 
oversight  that  the  aforenamed  acts  of  intolerance  were 
not  recognized  in  Rhode  Island. 

The  concluding  sections  of  the  code,  "  Touching  the 
public  administration  of  justice,"  relate  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  officers,  veiy  fuUy  defining  the  duties  of  each, 
and  regukte  the  proceedings  in  Courts.  By  these  it  ap- 
pears that  the  President  and  Assistants  had  no  part  in 
legislation.  That  power  was  reserved  to  the  General  As- 
sembly of  all  the  people,  and  to  tlie  Courts  of  Commis- 
sioners, six  from  eacli  town,  a])poiiited  at  this  time.  Thus 
it  remained  until  altered  by  the  royal  charter.  They 
comiiosed  the  General  Court  of  Tnals,  having  cognizance 
of  weighty  ofiences,  and  were  also  a  Court  of  Appeal  in 
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cases  that  were  too  difficult  for  the  town  Courts  to  decide,  chap. 
Oausee  between  different  towns,  or  l^ntween  citiasens  and  .JJ^ 
Btmn^iBweFe  also  tried  by  them.   This  Court  met  in  1647. 
May  and  October.   The  town  Courts  had  original  juris- 
diction  in  smts  among  their  own  citisens.   The  President 
was  consenrator  of  the  Peace  over  the  colony,  and  the  As- 
sistants in  their  respective  towns,  where  they  also  acted 
as  Coroneri?.    F»eside8  these  officers  there  wore  a  General 
Recorder,  a  Public  Treasurer,  and  a  General  Sergeant ; 
afterwards '  a  General  Attorney  and  a  General  Solicitor 
were  added." 

Bach  were  the  proceedings  of  the  fiist'  General  As- 
sembly of  Rhode  Island.  From  them  we  may  gatber  the 
spirit  of  all  ber  snbseqnent  legislation,  and  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  England,  and  in  the 
neighlx)ring  colonies  at  tliis  period,  wo  may  almost  foresee 
the  loadjng  events  of  lier  hi^to^v.  The  yonng  Coinuion-  • 
■wealth,  was  now  fairly  started  on  its  career  of  progress^ 
with  no  precedents  to  guide  its  earnest  statesmen  in  their 
perplexities;  nothing  but  their  own  clear  minds  and 
ationg  hearts  cotild  aid  them  in  solving  the  two  grandest 
problems  in  civil  government.  Well  has  the  philosophi'* 
cal  historian  of  the  United  States  said  of  Rhode  Island  : 
Had  the  territory  of  the  State  corres|)onded  to  the  im- 
portance and  singularity  of  tlio  prin('i[)les  of  its  early  ex- 
jwfr.nf  0.  tlie  world  would  have  heea  iilled  with  wonder  at 
the  plieiiomena  of  its  history.'" 

The  death  of  Canonicos,  the  earliest  and  firmest  friend  Jane 
of  Rhode  Island,  took  place  at  this  time.   The  Tenerable 
sachem  of  the  Narragansets,  who  was  an  old  man  when 
the  first  plantation  was  made  at  Providence,  just  lived  to 

'  In  Rfny,  1C50. 

•  Tlie  similarity  between  tlic  New  England  Confederacy  of  1643  and  the 
KttfMial  ConlMentioii of  1788 bM iMen  oflm  Mttarked}  bat flMm  ii  jel  « 
Btrongv  memblanee  in  Uie  relBtlre  podtfon  of  the  Ibor  towns  of  Rhode  Idaad 
in  1647,  and  the  States  of  die  Fedcnl  Umon  under  the  ooiurtltaliott  of  1787. 

>  Braeroftra  Hiat.  of  U.  S.,  i.  880. 
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CHAP,  see  the  Bcatteied  and  feeble  settlements  of  the  Engliah 
J^^^  united  into  one  Piovince.  He  died  at  a  critical  period  in 
1047.  the  bistoij  of  bis  nation,  when  they  weie  striyiBg  by  Tain 
4^  delays  to  evade  the  ruinous  treaty  imposed  on  them  by 
the  New  England  confederates.  As  he  passed  in  review 
tlie  events  of  his  long  and  cliequered  life,  it  is  no  wonder 
that  his  declinin<i;  years  were  clouded  by  gloomy  furebod- 
ings.  Under  the  guidance  of  his  warlike  ancestor,  Tash- 
tassnck^^  the  tribe  bad  become  a  nation^  and  BnccessiTe 
cooqnests  bad  swelled  the  nation  into  an  empire.  Long 
before  the  Pilgrims  landed  at  Plymouth  Bock,  Canonions 
bad  inherited  the  sceptre  of  a  wide-spread  dominion,  by 
filT  the  most  puwerl'iil  of  any  tliat  were  fuiind  hy  the  Eng- 
lish. He  was  "  a  wise  and  i)eaceable  Prinee/'  aiming 
to  advance  his  race  in  tlie  arts  of  civilized  life,  even  before 
any  contact  with  the  English  had  made  them  acquainted 
with  the  means  and  appliances  of  civilization.  When 
conquest  had  secured  his  kingdom  war  was  laii  aside  ; 
commerce  and  manufactures,  limited  and  rude  to  be  sme, 
were  encouraged,  and  the  Narn^nsets  became  rich  as 
well  as  strong,  spreading  the  knowledge  of  their  hmguagc 
and  tlie  customs  of  their  trade  over  a  region  of  more  than 
six  liundrcd  miles  in  extent.-  But  the  spell  of  their  power 
was  broken  when  the  Pilgrims  received  the  proposal  of 
Ousameqtiin,  or  MasRasoit,  to  form  a  friendly  alliance. 
The  defection  of  the  Pokanokets  earned  with  them  all 
their  subordinate  tribes,  and  since  that  time  one  after 
another  of  the  native  chieft  had  deserted  their  proper 
prince,  to  seek  the  dangerous  ]irotection  of  the  English, 
lu  all  his  intercourse  with  the  English,  from  the  time  of 

*  Ths  Indian  tradition  i«  that  be  wai  greater  ilian  anj  prinoe  in  the  ctmn- 
try,  and  liaving  two  children,  a  ton  and  dangliter,  whom  lie  ooitld  not  match 

in  dignity,  he  married  them  to  enf  h  other.  Their  issue  was  four  sons,  of 
whom  Canonicus  was  the  eldest.  11  utcUinson'^  Ma"".,  i.  45?*,  ttotc.  The  Pe- 
rarian  Incas  have  a  similar  tradition  resfeotiug  the  origin  of  the  foundu*  of 
their  dynasty. 

*  Roger  WiDiamt*  Key,  p.  18. 
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liis  fint  treaty  to  the  daj  of  liis  death,  they  could  never  chap. 
ofaaige  him  with  violated  faith.   Yet  he  could  name  ten 
different  instances  in  which  their  solemn  pledge  to  him  1047. 
and  his  tribe  had  been  broken.    "  I  have  never  snffered 

ttiij  wi\mg  to  \)0  offered  to  the  English  since  they  landed, 
nor  never  will ; — if  the  Englishman  speak  true,  if  he 
mean  truly,  then  shall  I  go  to  my  grave  in  peace,  and 
hope  that  the  English  and  my  posterity  shall  live  in  love 
and  peace  together."  These  were  the  trathfol  and  half- 
desponding  words  once  spoken  by  him  to  the  Founder  of 
£hode  Island,  ^^in  a  solemn  Assembly."  There  were 
reasons,  and  he  reconnted  ten,  for  the  doubting  spirit  that 
oppressed  liini,  and  which  imparted  to  liis  language  the 
saddening  force  of  an  omen.  With  the  settlers  of  Rhode 
.  Island,  whom  ho  had  received  in  their  weakness,  he  ever 
maintsuned  the  moFt  intimate  and  friendly  relations ;  and 
it  should  be  said  in  justice  to  our  ancestors  that,  fiom 
them^  he  never  had  cause  to  repent  or  to  withhold  his 
kindness.  That  he  suffered  from  the  jealousy  of  the  other 
colonies,  who  were  hostile  alike  to  him  and  to  them,  is  no 
fault  of  theirs  ;  while  tlie  fact  that  his  unwavering  fidel- 
ity to  the  founders  of  Ivhude  Island  was  the  principal 
cause  of  his  disasters,  ailbrds  ample  reason  why  their 
descendants  should  revere  his  virtues  and  embalm  his 
memory. 

The  union  of  the  towns  under  one  government  did  not 
serve  to  heal  the  disputes  with  which  each  one  was  more 

or  less  disturbed.  Their  distinct  powers  were  in  no  de- 
gree abridged  by  the  coni])act  they  had  formed.  Their 
local  affairs  were  as  much  under  their  own  control  as  be- 
fore, and  we  shall  soon  see  that  even  the  burden  of  a  gen- 
eral union,  so  essential  to  their  stsength,  was  more  than 
they  could  bear.  Between  Newport  and  Portsmouth  a 
<£fficulty  arose  as  to  their  relative  positions  under  the  new 
government.  For  the  past  seven  years  they  had,  for  the 
most  part,  acted  together  as  one  colony.   Whether  to 
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CHAP,  continue  thus,  or  to  act  m  huparatc  towns^  which  was  the 
reasonable  construction  of  the  charter,  appears  to  have 
1 1^  j  7.  been  the  questioa   The  loss  of  the  Newport  records  of 
^  ^  this  penod  leaves  us  only  the  fingmentaiy  nottoes  of  meet- 
ings at  Portsmouth,  firom  which  to  oonjectate  the  real  na- 
ture and  extent  of  this  difference.    By  these  it  appears 
6.     that  certain  messengers,  sent  hy  Newport  to  Portsmouth, 
were  iufunned  'Hhat  if  thev  will        with  us  to  act  ac- 
cording  to  the  General  Corte  order  for  this  year  we  ai-c 
redie  thereto,  if  not  we  must  go  bye  ourselff  by  the  oorte 
order."   It  also  appears  that  £[>rty-one  votes  were  given 
in  Newport  to  act  jointly,  and  twenty-ibur  to  act  alone. 
Aug.  It  was  proposed  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly,  but  the  grounds  for  so  doing  were  deemed  in- 
1647-8.  sufficient.    A  few  months  later  it  was     voted  uuani- 
"^J"*    lit  n  ly  by  the  freemen  of  Portsmouth  that  they  would 
act  apart  by  themselves,  and  not  jointly  with  Viewport, 
and  be  as  ixee  in  their  transactions  as  onie  of  the  other 
towns  in  the  colonic."    Providence  was  more  distracted 
than  either  of  the  others  by  domestic  difficulties,  and 
many  were  the  expedients  proposed  by  her  citizens  to  se- 
cure tranquillity.   But  they  were  too  general  in  their  na- 
ture, not  hearing  diicctly  upuu  the  spcciiie  causes  of  con- 
Dec,   tention,  to  eiibct  their  object.    One  of  these  agreenienis 
adopted  at  Providence  is  transcribed  by  Judge  Staples,^ 
who  justly  says  that  little  good  could  come  of  such  instru- 
ments, smce  those  who  signed  them  did  not  need  them, 
and  those  ^o  required  them  would  not  agree  to  them, 
and  that  every  one  was  left  as  before  to  decide  whether 
his  own  or  other's  acts  were  in  accordance  with  -their  letier 
or  spirit,  and  hence  they  would  afford  new  causes  of  dis- 
pute, thereby  endangering  the  peace  they  were  intruded 
to  promote.    The  democratic  element  was  too  strongly 
incised,  and  the  conservative  principles  that  underlie  it 
were  as  yet  too  little  understood  by  a  portion  of  the  peo- 

^  Aonnlft  of  Pravidenoe,  p.  TOi 
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fie,  to  admit  of  that  perfect  hannony  in  dyil  ooncenu  chap. 
which  the  snccemfhl  application  of  the  same  doctrine  of 
indiyidnal  Te8ponnln]it7  had  already  prodaced  among 

them  in  religious  matters.  It  is  an  easier  thing  to  apply 
the  ]>rinciple  of  personal  liberty  in  religion  tlum  in  poli- 
tics, in  the  aftairs  that  relate  solely  to  man  and  hig  Maker, 
than  in  those  that  pertain  to  human  intercourse.  Both 
applications  of  the  great  idea  were  equally  noyeL  The 
OM  had  alieady  met  with  triumphant  sncceas,  for  eleven 
yean  of  trial  among  men  of  various  and  earnest  faith, 
had  established  its  practicability,  whOe  the  other  was  still 
an  experiment  of  which  the  result  as  yet  appeared  doubtful. 

Gorton  still  remained  in  England,  where  his  presence 
was  required  to  counteract  the  designs  of  the  Massachu- 
setts agent.  Winslow  attempted  to  justify  the  conduct 
of  his  government  towaids  the  men  of  Shawomet,  by  de- 
oonncing  their  heresies,  but  oonld  not  satisfy  the  Admi- 
ralty that  the  Massachnsetts  had  any  jurisdiction  beyond 
the  bounds  of  their  patent,  althongh  he  pleaded  that, 
"  1st,  they  were  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Plymouth  or 
Connecticut,  and  so  the  order  of  the  Commiiisioners  of  the 
United  Colonies  had  left  them  to  those  of  the  Mnssachu- 
setts  ;  and  2d,  the  Indians,  upon  whose  laud  they  dwelt, 
had  subjected  themselves  and  their  land  to  their  govern- 
ment/' *  Upon  this  the  committee  of  Parliament  again 
wrote  to  Massachnsetts,  referring  to  then:  letter  of  the  j^^^ 
prsvioas  year,  and  declaring  that  we  intended  not  there-  S6. 
by  to  encourage  any  appeals  from  your  justice,  nor  to  re- 
strain the  bounds  of  your  jurisdiction  to  a  narrower  ami- 
|>aBH  than  16  held  forth  by  yuur  Letters  Patent,  hut  to 
leave  you  with  all  that  freedom  and  latitude  that  may,  in 
any  respect,  be  duly  claimed  by  you,"  and  adding  that  if 
it  proves,  as  claimed,  that  Narraganset  Bay  falls  within 
the  limits  of  Plymonth  patent,  it  will  much  alter  the 
state  of  the  question."   Soon  afterwards  the  committee 

>  Hubbnrd's  New  England,  507.    Wintlurop  u.  317. 
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CHAP,  wrote  another  letter^  saying  that  they  could  not  decide 
whether  Shawomet  was  covered  hy  any  of  the  New  Bng- 

1  land  patents,  without  an  examination  on  the  spot,  hat  if 
it  shonld  so  prove  they  "commend  it  to  the  government, 

within  whoso  jurisdictiuu  they  sliall  appear  to  he,  not 
only  not  to  remove  them  from  their  phiiitations,  Imt  also 
to  encourage  them  with  protection  and  assistance,  in  all 
fit  ways  ;  provided  that  they  demean  themselves  peaceiv- 
hly,  &c."  Letters  to  the  same  effect  were  sent  to  the 
other  New  England  governments/ 

It  is  difficult  to  Bee  what  encouragement  could  be 
drawn  from  these  letters,  by  tho  parties  to  whom  they  are 
addressed,  yet  tlie  Puritan  chroniclers  are  jubilant  over 
the  prospect  of  having  their  ille;^al  and  outrageous  pro- 
ceed in  <;s  sanctioned  by  Parhament,  and  their  agent  at 
once  "  proceeded  to  have  the  charter,  which  they  had 
lately  granted  to  those  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence, 
to  he  called  in,  as  lying  within  the  patent  of  Plymouth 
or  Connecticut/'   In  this  we  know  he  signally  failed. 

The  town  of  Warwick  being  received  into  the  corpo- 
A«g.  ration  on  eq^ual  terms  wiili  Uiose  mentioned  in  the  char- 
®*  ter,  conformed  to  the  orders  of  Assembly  by  electing  a 
town  council,  and  commenced  keeping  records.  They 
made  a  compact,  instigated  by  their  position  in  regard  to 
Msssachusetts^  and  by  the  troubles  resulting  at  Pawtuxet 
from  the  eame  source,  binding  themselves  not  to  convey 
their  property  l)y  sale,  gift,  or  otherwlBe  to  any  but  those 
who  should  sign  this  agreement,  and  prohibiting  such 
conveyance  to  any  other  jurisdiction  on  pain  of  disfran- 
chibement  and  of  IbrfLiture  of  tlie  \vhole  estate  to  the 
town.  This  article  iurnied  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
town.  Every  inhabitant  was  required  to  sign  his  name  to 
it.  It  was  confirmed  a  few  months  later,'  and  was  ali^ays 
known  as    the  grand  law." 

>  Both  of  these  letlen  arc  given  in  Winthrap»  iL  81S-&0,  tnd  afe  copied 
hj  Hoblmid,  chap.  W. 

*  28d  Joanuy,  1648.  See  Warwick  leoovda 
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But  the  Massachusetts  were  careful  not  to  lose  their  chap. 
hM  upon  Warwick  through  any  lapse  of  watehfulnesB.  J?!;^ 
fiome  of  their  subjects  had  settled  there^  and  the  Indians  1647. 
of  Shawomet  were  under  their  protection.  Complaints 
were  made  by  both  of  these  of  injuries  reeeived  from  in- 
truders.   Tlio  corn  of  tlie  natives  had  been  destroyed,  and 
an  En^disli  house  liad  Leon  forcibly  enlri  .  il  and  its  occu- 
pant threatened.    The  General  Court  scut  three  mcssen-  iC47-8. 
gers  to  warn  off  the  depredators,  and  to  compel  restitu- 
tion.   In  case  they  did  not  obtain  satisfaction  at  War- 
wick, they  were  to  proceed  to  Aquedneck  and  ProTidenoe, 
and  deniand  of  the  authorities  there  whether  they  sanc- 
tioned these  acts.* 

Gorton,  no  doubt  siitisficd  that  Winslow  could  effect 
nothing,  returned  to  America  in  the  spring.  As  in*  the 
case  of  Holden,  the  Court,  uj^on  liis  arrival  at  Boston,  or- 
dered his  arrest.  A  letter  which  he  brought  from  the 
Bar!  of  Warwick  saved  him  from  imprisonment,  although 
so  many  favored  violent  proceedings,  that  the  most  urgent 
considerations  of  State  policy  alone  prevented  the  Earle's 
rcc^uest  from  being  disregarded  ;  and  Gorton  was  allowed 
to  pass  safely  to  Us  home  only  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Governor. 

The  General  As'^embly  was  then  in  session  at  Provi- 
dence.  Two  messengers^  wore  sent  to  Boston  with  a  let- 
ter "  concerning  the  Warwick  business,"  but  on  reaching 
Dedham  they  heard  that  the  General  Court  was  adjourned^ 
and  one  of  them,  Barton,  a  resident  of  Warwick,  wrote 
to  Qov.  Winthrop  to  ascertain  how  he  would  be  received 
by  him  if  he  continued  his  journey.  What  reply,  if  any, 
was  made  to  tliis  letter,  does  not  appear.  The  terms  in 
which  it  is  expressed  are  alniust  servile  in  their  extreme 
courtesy.  The  narrow  escape  that  Gorton  had  just  had, 
although  protected  by  the  poweriul  Earl  of  Warwick, 

'  Thflif  inrtrastioiM  tn  fimnd  in  M.  C.  H,  iL  3SS. 
*  Capiilii  Cbrke  tad  Biifta»  B«rtott. 
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CUAP.  might  well  teach  caution  to  tlie  humble  envoy  ot  Kiunie 

,  ^  Island,  and  th*'  iiioro  so  as  Ije  was  one  of  the  outlawed 

lti4s.  company,  perhaps  himseli'  involved  iu  the  recent  com- 
plaints. His  letter  would  not  here  be  noticed  but  for  the 
use  made  of  it  by  Hubbafd,  tlie  absurdity  of  which  is  too 
palpable  to  be  passed  over.  He  says :  ^  By  the  style  ef 
this  letter  it  appears  how  this  company  were  crestfallen, 
who  but  a  little  before  had  a  month  speaking  great  thhi^ 
and  blasphemies  ;  hut  thanks  he  unto  God,  they  had  not 
power  to  continue  very  long  ;  for  l)ein<;  now  reduced  to  a 
littic  more  sohriety  In  their  language  and  behavior,  they 
were  permitted  quietly  to  enjoy  their  possesfiioDS  at  tShaw<- 
omet.  This  was  the  issue  of  the  address  made  by  these 
Gortonists  to  the  OommissionerSj  who  after  the  great 
clamor  and  noise  they  had  made  could  make  nothing 
pear  of  that  which  they  had  affirmed/'  That  the  man*- 
date  of  the  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  and  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Plantations  should  depend  for  its  fulfd- 
ment  upon  the  courtly  expieshions  of  a  letter  from  an 
humble  inlial)itant  of  Warwick  to  the  magnates  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, will  excite  a  smile.  Tliat  after  this  the  Goi^ 
tonists  ^'wcrc  permitted  quietly  to  enjoy  their  posses- 
sions/' should  have  caused  them  to  feel  ever  grateful  to 
their  courteous  messenger,  who  had  so  softened  the  hearts 
of  their  magnanimous  oppressors.*  Notwithstanding  the 
concluding  assertion  of  the  Ipswich  divine,  the  event 
proved  that  they  made  enough  to  apjiear  not  only  to  pre- 
vent the  ParUament  from  revoking  their  first  decision  in 

'  Taking  Hubbard's  absurd  comniMt  M  correct,  no  more  palpable  instance 
can  be  found  in  history  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim  that  "  notliing  is  lost  by 
cinlitv."  Winllirnj)  iiisi'rts  B;irt'>n\-  letter,  adiiresseti  to  himself,  but  does  not 
my  V,  njx  he  di«i  nbout  ii,  nor  does  be  moke  any  conunents  tipon  it.  The 
bigotry  of  Habbaxd  nmit  Ittve  been  of  th^  most  Phwriwdoal  wd  lelf-^atiiQ^ 
iDg  Uod  to  enalilo  bim  to  dnw,  fnm  a  private  letter  of  the  Wanrick  wm- 
Mffiger,  any  fiolaoo  for  the  iroiand  inflicted  iipiHi  ecdena^tic&l  pretension  by 
triumphant  heresy.  To  attribute,  as  he  does,  to  the  accidental  phraM  '! 
of  mrh  n  letter  the  cabaeqneat  oompukotj  forbearanoe  of  the  Puritans^  ia 
simplj  ridkulotts. 
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fiivor  of  the  Gortonists,  but  also  to  have  it  confirmed,  a  chap. 
fm  yean  later,  by  Boyal  charter,  to  the  finaL  discomfitnie  J^  "^ 
of  their  impkcaUe  enemies. 

An  amendment  of  the  law  oiganizing  the  General 
Ooort  was  now  made.  Thk  Oonrt,  compofied  of  mx  men 
chosen  iVom  each  town,  soon  came  to  be  in  iact  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  altliongli  if  any  otliers  chose  to  remain, 
those  whose  help  was  desired  were  allowed  to  do  so.  In 
case  any  town  refused  to  elect  members,  the  Court,  by 
this  amendment,  was  required  to  choose  for  them.  The 
General  Conrt,  as  now  constituted,  was  often  called  the 
Court  of  CommissioneiB,  or  the  Committee" — a  name 
still  preserved  in  styling  the  two  branches  of  Assembly, 
wlien  united  lor  the  ehoice  of  otHcers,  "  the  Grand  Com- 
mittee." The  act  makinjic  this  IhjJv  a  General  C">nrt  ul' 
trials  was  continued.  In  their  judicial  capacity  tliey  were 
to  hear  causes  in  the  place  where  the  action  arose  or  the 
criminal  was  arrested,  and  at  such  times  as  were  appointed 
by  law.  Hence,  we  presume,  arose  the  cnstcm,  existing 
until  a  recent  date,  of  the  General  Assembly's  meetiug  in 
the  different  chief  towns  of  the  State. 

The  first  business  of  the  Assembly,  or  "  General  Court 
of  Election,"  as  it  was  termed,  when  opened  for  the 
choice  of  rr*'TifTal  ofhcern,  was  to  go  into  tlio  election.  A 
Moderator  au  l  Hlerk  were  chosen  ;  the  Jstatc  oflicers  were 
then  elected.  The  Clerk  of  Assembly  was  required  to  |  y 
send  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  to  each  towa 

The  changes  made  at  this  time  were  remarkable,  when 
we  consider  that  it  was  the  first  election  since  the  gov*- 
emment  was  organized.  They  indicate  already  the  exist- 
ence  of  opj>o«*ing  parties.  William  Coddiugtou  was  elect- 
ed President,  Roger  Wiiiianis  of  Providence,  William 
Balston  of  Portsmouth,  John  SSiuith  of  Warwick,  and 
Jeremy  Clarke  of  Newport,  Assistants.  The  latter  was 
also  continued  in  his  office  of  Treasurer.  Philip  Sher- 
man was  chosen  General  Becorder,  and  Alexander  Far* 
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CHAP,  tridge,  Gkneral  Sergeant.  By  the  list  of  tbe  twenty-four 
^^Xj  members  of  this  Assembly,  it  appears  that  one  might  be 
16  48.  a  member  from  any  town,  and  at  the  same  time  a  gmerol 
officer.  The  towns  were  ordered  to  meet  within  ten  days 
to  choose  their  town  officers.  The  Act  made  and  agreed 
upon  lor  the  well-ordering  of  tliis  Asscinl)ly/'  correspond- 
ing to  our  iiioJem  "  Kules  and  Orders,"  is  wortliy  of  at- 
tention for  the  conciseness  and  simplicity  with  which  it 
regulates  the  business  and  decorum  of  the  legislative 
body. 

"  It  is  ordered,  That  y*  Moderator  shall  cause  y*  Olaik 
of  y*  Assembly  to  call  over  the  names  of  the  Assembly. 
"  That  the  Moderator  shall  appoint  every  man  to  take 

his  place. 

"  Tluit  all  matters  presented  to  the  Assenibly's  con- 
wderation^  phall  be  ]>reseiited  in  writing  Ijv  bill. 

"  That  each  bill  be  fairly  discust,  and  if  by  major 
vote  of  the  Assembly  it  shall  be  putt  to  a  committee  to 
draw  up  an  order,  which  beiug  concluded  by  y*  vote, 
shall  stand  for  an  order  threwout  y*  whole  ooUmy. 

That  the  Moderator  shall  putt  all  matters  to  vote. 

"  That  every  man  shall  have  liberty  to  speak  freely  to 
any  matter  luopouiided  yctt  but  once,  unless  it  bo  by 
lease  from  y'  Moderator. 

That  he  that  stands  up  first  uncovered,  shall  speake 
^t  to  the  cause. 

"  That  the  Moderator  by  y*  vote  of  y'  Assembly  shall 
rejonme  or  dissolve  y*  Court,  and  not  without,  at  bis 
great  perile, 

"  That  he  that  shall  retume  not  to  his  place  at  y* 

time  a[)poi!itedj  sliall  furfeitt  sixpence. 

"  Thiit  they  that  wlLisi>er  or  disturb  y*  Court,  or  useth 
nipping  terms,  shall  forf -itt  sixpence  tor  every  fault.' 

"  Wm.  Dy££,  Clerk  of  the  Assembly." 

*  Wen  the  latter  role,  espcclallj  die  laat  danae  of     bow  In  Ibroet  It 
would  aid  the  cf  tile  State ;  altlioiigh  it  tniglit  be  difBenlt  t«  define 

with  the  preo'uion  of  a  atatnta  what  sbonld  be  held  a«   nipping  tenna.* 
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Complaints  were  made  at  this  Assembly  against  the  chap. 
President  elect.   He  was  not  present  at  the  election^  nor  Ji^L* 
did  he  appear  to  lepel  the  chaiges,  whatever  they  were.  1 648. 
That  he  was  chosen  to  that  h%h  office  under  such  circum- 
fltanoes  seems  strange.   As  he  continaed  to  absent  him- 
self  Jeremy  Clark,  Assistant,  of  Newport,  was  chosen  to 
fill  his  place  tem]»orarily,  with  the  title  of  President  Ko- 
<:ent ;  and  jiro vision  was  made  that  in  case  of  vacancy  by 
the  death,  or  absence  from  the  colony,  of  the  President, 
then  the  Assistant  of  that  town  from  which  the  President 
VBS  chosen  should  supply  his  place. 

The  dissensions  on  the  Island  were  not  healed  by  this  May 
Attembly.   Just  befi>re  it  met,  the  Town  Clerk  of  Ports-  ^' 
month  was  ordered  to  inform  Newport  of  tbeir  decision  to 
act  separately     The  proceeding's  of  the  Afisembly  seem 
to  have  widened  tlie  breach.    It  appears  that  even  "  the 
legality  of  the  Corte  and  orders  thereof"  was  tpiestioned  Jnlj 
by  Portsmouth.    There  was  evidently  some  serious  trou- 
ble on  the  Island,  threatening  the  existence  of  the  colo- 
ny.*   Portsmouth  was  disaffected,  and  the  conduct  of 
Coddington  &yored  the  alienation.   His  subsequent  acts 
may  furnish  a  clue  to  his  motives  at  this  time.  Boger 
Williams,  who  appears  as  a  peacemaker  in  all  the  troubles 
of  the  colony,  wrote  a  letter  to  the  town  of  Providence,  -A-Qg- 
wherein  he  represents  the  State  as  distracted  by  two  par- 
ties, Portsmouth  and  its  partisans  being  one,  and  tlie  re- 
maining three  towns  the  other,  and  suggested  a  plan  of 
reference  by  which  the  dispute  might  be  settled,  viz.,  that 
Portsmouth  and  its  ftiends  should  select  three  men,  and 
the  other  towns  three,  one  from  each,  whose  decision 

*  It  Is  protMbto  dwt  tihit  diflbniiM  twfewMa  Portimoatili  Md  N«wpovt 
fmred  to  die  Comrta  of  trials  which  iip  to  tliis  time  had  been  held  jointly  hy 
tike  two  towns,  but  were  now  i4qpoinled  bj  the  General  Assemblj  to  he  held 
sepemtely  in  each  town.  Thi«  vi<  \v  strengthened  by  the  p.issagii  of  an 
act  till"  nr<t  inr-nin':^  ^ifthe  Asseinlily  iiflor  the  reunion,  giving  these  towns 
leave  to  lioM  their  Courts  jointly  or  apart  as  thejr  pleased.  See  Act  No.  I3| 
S^pt.  ecsaion,  lOoi.  , 
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CHAP,  should  be  fijo&L    Unfortunately  Mr.  WilliamB  does  not 

VII 

 ^  mention  the  cauaes  of  disagreement.    That  affiun  in 

1648.  England,  now  appioaching  a  criaisy  liad  ooine  iHflnence  in 
these  contentiona  is  more  than  prohaUe.  Ooddington  was 
a  royalist,  and  was  abont  attempting  to  withdraw  llie 

island  from  the  other  towns  and  unite  it  to  Plymouth. 
Clarke  and  Eastou  were  republicans,  uud  leaders  of  the 
dominant  party  on  the  island. 

The  hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians,  occasioned  by  the 
detemunation  of  the  United  Colonies  to  protect  Uncaa  at 
every  hazard,  &om  the  punishment  due  to  his  crime  at 
the  hand  of  the  Narragansets,  cansed  more  eerions  akrm 
than  ever  before.  The  dissensions  prevailing  among  them, 
those  of  Shawomet  and  Fawtnxet  owning  allegiance  to 
Massachusetts,  and  vicwinr^  as  enemies  all  Kiiglishmen 
whom  she  denounced,  while  the  Niantics  and  Nijimueks 
remained  true  to  their  proper  princes,  made  the  situation 
of  Khode  Island,  surrounded  as  she  was  by  these  dis- 
tracted  and  exasperated  tribes,  extremely  perilous.  The 
inhabitants  of  Warwick  suffered  severely  from  this  cause. 
A  letter  written  by  Mr.  John.Smith,  Assistant,  in  behalf 
of  the  town,  was  carried  by  Randal  Holden  and  John 
Warner  to  riviinjiith,  where  the  New  Eu_,h:iid  Commis- 
signers  were  convened.  They  comjdained  that  the  In- 
dians had  killed  their  cattle,  abused  their  servants,  en- 
tered their  houses  by  force,  maltreating  the  occupants, 
and  stealing  their  goods ;  and  dosired  advice  on.  the  sub* 
ject.  This  was  a  proper  course  to  adopt,  since  those  In- 
dians were  under  their  protection.  But  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island  went  still  further.  Mr.  Ooddington,  who 
had  been  chosen  President  of  the  colony,  but  had  never 
taken  his  engagement,  with  Captain  Partridge,  the  Gen- 
eral Sergeant,  presented,  at  the  same  time,  a  written  re- 
quest, signed  by  themselves  in  l»ehalf  of  Rhode  Island, 
"  That  wee  the  Ilanders  of  Roode  Hand  may  be  recaived 
into  combioation  with  all  the  united  colonyes  of  New 
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Eiif^land  in  a  prime  and  pcrpetuall  lef^e  of  friendship  chap. 
and  amity  :  of  ofcnce  and  defence,  Mutuall  advice  and  ,2]^ 
succor  upon  all  just  titcasions  lor  our  mutuall  safoty  and  1^04  8. 
weUfiiire,  and  for  preserving  of  peace  amongst  ourselves, 
and  prevcatisg  as  much  as  may  hee  all  occasions  of  warr 
and  Difeience,  and  to  this  our  motion  we  have  the  consent 
of  the  major  part  of  onr  Iland."  * 

Tliis  appears  almost  like  an  act  of  treason  against  the 
colony ;  mnch  more  so  than  those  acts  which  a  few  years 
laici  -ave  rise  to  the  famous  trials  for  that  crime.  But 
the  imminent  danger  to  which  they  were  exposed  might 
excuse  a  ^^leater  sacrilice  than  they  i)roposed,  while  it 
makes  the  refusal  they  received  appear  aheoiutely  inhu- 
man. That  the  islanders  intended  nothing  more  than  a 
defensive  alliance  which  would  not  compromise  their  posi- 
tion as  members  of  the  colony  mider  the  charfter,  may  be 
inlened  from  their  refusal  of  the  offered  terms  of  safety. 
It  is  unfortunate  that  any  expression  occurs  in  the  petition 
that  could  be  construed  as  an  allusion  to  their  irit( 
difficulties,  for  it  strengthens  the  evidenee  that  Coddmg- 
ton^  and  many  whom  he  represented^  iuciined  to  accede  to 
tlie  terms  imposed.  The  Commissioners,  in  their  reply, 
commiserate  the  petitioners  upon  their  domestic  strifes, 
and  the  dangers  of  their  position,  but,  claiming  the  island 
to  be  within  Plymouth  patent,  they  refuse  the  request  un- 
less this  claim  should  be  recognized.  This  answer  might 
have  been  expected  from  the  treatment  Khode  Island  had 
before  received.*^  It  is  said  that  Cuddington  and  tlie  town 
of  Portsmouth  wt  re  willing  to  accept  the  condition,  hut 
were  prevented  by  the  other  towns.  Had  they  Bulnnitted 
the  charter  would  have  been  virtually  annulled  by  the  act 
of  its  holders,  and  the  schemes  of  the  surrounding  cdo- 
Dies  to  appropriate  the  rest  of  the  State  might  have 

'  Hnznr.r?  Sfntn  Papers,  ii.  99. 

*In  (  )<  t..  KWo,  when  &  league  VM  firvt  propoeed,  and  in  May,  164** 
wbra  it  wu  formed. 
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CHAr.  proved  siu'uc  .sstul'    lihode  Tslantl  would  soon  have  been 

al)Forbed  by  ^Tapsachiisctts  and  Connecticut. 
10  4  8.  The  notice  taken  of  the  Warwick  complaint  was  rather 
^20!^  remarkable.  The  CommissioiierB  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
aachems,  advising  them  to  absiaiii  from  auch  conduot  in 
future,  and  telling  th^  that,  if  they  received  any  iujiiry 
from  the  EngHsh,  satbfaetion  should  he  given  them,  as  the 
like  would  bu  expected  from  them.*  The  mildness  of  this 
rebuke  to  their  oiiomliug  subjects,  contrasts  with  the  se- 
verity of  the  terms  dictated  to  the  islanders.  Scarcely 
had  this  missive  been  sent  when  letters  were  received  from 
Boger  Williams  and  others,  warning  the  United  Colonies 
of  preparationB  making  by  the  Narragausets  to  renew  the 
war  on  Uncas.  Messengers  were  sent  to  Pessacus  requir- 
ing him  to  desist,  and  demanding  anew  the  arrears  of 
tribute.  Acts  of  violence  were  becoming  (hiily  more  fie- 
quent.  The  United  Colonies,  as  they  were  in  no  small 
degree  the  cause  of  these  outrages,  were  looked  to  for  re- 
dress by  the  sufferers.  Henry  Bull,  of  Newport,  soon  af- 
terward  complained  that  he  had  been  beaten  by  some 
7.  Nanaganset  Indians,  and  asked  aid  in  obtaining  satisfiic- 
tion.  He  was  referred  to  Bhode  Island  for  relief,  and 
further  referred  to  the  advice  lately  given  to  the  islanders 
how  tliey  mij^^lit  secure  protection.  A  coj)y  of  the  letter 
to  the  f^ucliems,  that  was  given  to  the  Warwick  men,  was 
also  furnished  to  him,  "  tor  his  future  security.'*  This 
paper,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  possessed  the 
virtue  of  a  passport. 

'  HotehiiuoQ,  I  p.  ISO,  nott,  aayt :  *'  Plynumtb  W4MiId  soon  liave  hem 
swallowed  up  in  Khodo  I&lnud  from  the  great  superiority  of  the  latter.  Ik- 

Ptdos,  the  priru  ii'l(^8  of  the  people  of  the  two  colonies  were  so  different  that  a 
jiuictiot)  nuvst  liiivo  rendered  hoth  miserable."  But  as  Plyiunutli  \v:i>  licrsclf 
annexed  to  Massachusetts  iu  1002,  when  the  provincial  government  was 
formed  under  Sir  WilUara  Phipps,  tho  whole  of  Rhode  Island^  under  thia  aniH 
pontlon,  except  the  King's  provinoe,  cfauned  bj  Conneolicist,  woold  then 
have  belonged  to  Massaohnsetts. 
•HeMid,iL  100-1. 
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Coddinf^ton,  liaviiii]:;  failed  in  his  attempt  to  detach  the  cHAP. 

•  VII 

i&land  from  the  other  towns,  souu  alter  sailed  ibr  Euglaiid 
to  procure  for  it  a  separ  Ue  (  harter.   His  design  was  not 
known  at  the  time.   His  daughter  accompanied  him,  and  29. 
Captain  Partridge  was  left  to  manage  his  afiEairB,  indud- 
iog^  no  doubt,  his  political  interests. 

The  discovery  of  what  was  supposed  to  be  gold  and 
silver  ure  upon  the  island,  caused  great  excitemeut  iii  the 
colony.  A  special  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  was  March, 
held  at  Warwick.  No  record  of  it  remains,  but  by  the 
letter  of  Roger  Williams,  and  from  other  sources,  we  are 
iBfozmed.  of  its  proceedings.  The  distracted  state  of  the 
townSy  and  the  importance  attached  to  this  discovery  of 
pndoQS  metals,  probably  led  to  the  meeting.  The  vio- 
lence of  party  spirit  had  so  compromised  many  of  the 
leading  men  in  the  colony  that,  to  the  sagacious  mind  of 
Williams,  the  only  mode  of  escape  from  increasing  dan- 
[:er  was  by  the  passage  of  a  general  ''act  of  oblivion.'*  At 
his  suggestion  such  an  act  was  passed.  Mr.  Williauis 
waa  not  present  at  that  session,  but  was  elected  Deputy 
President  of  the  Colony,  probably  owing  to  his  constant 
etibrts  to  promote  peace.  He  declined  the  honor,  and  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  John  Winthrop  ^  says,  "  1  hope  they  have 
chosen  a  better,"  but  they  did  not,  and  Mr.  Williams 
acted  as  rresideut  till  the  election  iu  May. 

'  The  son  "f  Winthrop  of  Massnchusett?,  himself  afterwards  Gover- 
nor of  Cnnncctictit.  Tlu-  Hither  died  at  this  time,  Mnn  li.  IGIO,  so  thut  we 
have  no  longer  hi»  iv'iaMi.  journal,  thn  last  entry  in  which  h  on  Jan.  11th,  a* 
a  gxiidc.  This  hook,  with  its  lull  nad  udiitiruhlo  notes  hy  the  editor,  Hon. 
Jaoim  Saviigc,  is  wortb  aU  liho  otller  aniboiities  on  tbis  period  of  New  Eng- 
land hutesy  pot  tqgetber.  The  lines  of  MOlon,  quoted  by  the  trensUtor  of 
the  Deeemeron,  trill  wpffy  with  gvester  fttte  to  S»vage*e  Winthrop**  Joni^ 
iiftl:— 

"  TTIthor,  as  to  their  fountain";,  ot)if  r  jt  irs 
J:<'I<;ilrtnir.  in  their  goldi-u  nriis  »lr»w  light" 

In  fact  they  all  draw  from  him,  while  Hubbard,  whose  Genernl  liistorj'  of 
Kcw  KugUmd  wee  more  esteemed  when  it  wee  leve  kiK>wn,  in  the  only  reliable 
poTtioiu  of  hia  woric;  copies  verbatim  from  the  MS.  of  Winthrop*  which  wns 
not  Chen  (1680)  printed,  and  oerefolly  conceals  the  sonice  of  his  informntiou.. 

VOL»  I — 15 
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CHAP.  The  AsBembly  passed  an  act  taking  possession  of  tbe 
mines  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  England,  and  forbade 

J^^J-  all  perssoujs  from  interfering  with  the  ore.  The  Clerk  pub- 
lished the  proclaniatiorij  and  tlie  amis  of  England  and  of 
the  Eaii  oi  Warwick  were  set  up  at  the  mine.  Closer 
examination  dispelled  the  illusion.  A  more  certaia  and 
less  demoralizing  source  of  wealth  has,  within  a  fjsw  years, 
been  developed  in  the  discovery  of  coal  mines  on  the 
island,  now  in  profitable  operation.^ 

Special  charters  of  incorporation  were  granted  at  this 
session  to  the  several  towns.  That  of  Providence,  granted 
on  petitiun  of  the  town,  is  given  by  Judge  Staples,  and 
follows  closely  the  terras  of  the  colonial  charter.  War- 
wick had  one  of  the  same  date.  The  l*ortsmouth  records 
of  their  next  town  meeting  held  &r  the  election  of  officers,* 
refer  to  the  particular  charter  giaated  mito  them  for 
choosing  their  town  ofiScers."  A  similar  one  must  have 
been  given  to  Newport  at  the  same  time. 

M  iy  '^^^  intolerance  of  the  Gkneial  Oonrt  of  Massachn- 
2.  setts  was  agaiit  show  n  towards  liandal  llolden,  who  peti- 
tioned that  his  sonteucc  banishment  might  be  revoked, 
to  enable  him  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  some  bus- 
iness that  required  his  presence  in  Boston.  The  favor 
was  refused,  and  he  was  informed  that  his  afiairs  could 
be  as  well  conducted  by  an  attorney  as  by  himself.' 
22.  p  The  regular  session  of  the  Court  of  Oommissioneis 
was  held  at  Warwick  and  lasted  four  days.  John  Smith 
of  Warwick  was  chosen  President ;  Thomas  Olncy  of 
Providence,  John  bandford  of  Portsmouth,  John  Clarke 

'  An  account  of  theae  ixxiuea  with  tho  causes  of  their  l  ulure  wheu  first 
qtencd,  and  the  nuom  for  iheir  nilinqiMnt  moeess,  is  given  by  Dr.  JadcMn 
In  bifl  Report  on  tho  Goological  Snrrojr  of  Rhode  Iibad,  made  in  I840»  p. 
85-104.  Since  tho  date  of  this  Report  the  boflioeM  hoe  been  revived,  nod  in 

now  conducted  with  profitable  results. 
'  On  first  Monday  of  Jane,  1049. 
»  M.  C.  K.,  ii  275. 
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of  Newport,  and  Samuel  Gorton  of  Warwick,  Assistants ;  chap. 
John  Clarke  Tieasarer,  and  Bichaid  En^ht,  Seigeant. 

Already  had  fraudulent  Toting,  the  bane  of  all  free  ^  ^  ^  ^• 
gOTemments,  appeared  m  the  colony.   The  Bystem  of 

proxies  afiorded  facilities  for  this,  which  it  was  attempted 
to  ]>revent  by  requiring  that  no  one  should  hrin^  any 
Totes  that  he  did  uot  receive  from  tlie  V(-»tcrs*  own  hands, 
and  that  all  votes  Hhould  he  filed  hy  the  Becorder  in  piee-  ^' 
ence  of  the  Assembly.  \  The  fall  in  the  price  of  beaver  in 
England,  and  the  increased  mannfectnre  of  peago  by  the 
Indians,  had  reduced  the  value  of  that  currency  nearly 
one-half.  The  depreciation  was  not  so  great  in  Bhode 
Island,  where  this  medium  continued  to  be  used  much 
longer  than  in  the  other  colomes,  but  a  law  was  passed 
lowerinj^  the  standard  of  Idack  pcage,  which  was  double 
the  value  of  the  white,  one-third.  Four,  instead  of  three, 
for  a  penny  was  now  made  the  legal  rate.  Prisons  were 
ordered  to  be  built  in  each  town ;  meanwhile  the  one  at 
Newport  was  used  for  the  ^hole  colony,  and  the  (General 
Sergeant  was  appointed  to  keep  it.  The  organization  of 
the  Court  of  Trials,  heretofbre  composed  of  the  members 
of  Assembly  alone,  was  amended  by  adding  to  it  the  mag- 
istrates of  the  town  where  the  Court  miixht  he  held.  Tlie 
Bale  of  ardent  spirits  to  the  natives  was  forbidden,  except 
that  Mr.  Williams  was  allowed  to  dispense  it,  in  cases  of 
Bickness,  at  his  discretion.  This  law  displays  a  commend- 
able regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  and  an  honora- 
ble confidence  in  the  Founder  of  the  State. 

There  was  a  strong  feeling  in  Bhode  Island  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Jdlin  Winthrop,  son  of  the  late  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  ])efore  the  Pequot  war  had  made  a  purchase 
near  Thames  river,. which  the  government  of  Connecticut 
bad  recently  refused  to  recognize.  It  was  thought  tlmt 
he  might  move  further  east,  perhaps  to  Fawcatuck,  in 
which  case  many  desired  to  make  him  President  of  the 
colony,  and  his  name  was  used  for  that  purpose  in  this 
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CHAl*.  <?lectioii.    He  had  been  Hiicrirested  as  one  of  the  refertH  S 
in  the  difficulty  with  Portsmouth  tlio  ])revions  pummer. 

16  49.  The  liberality  of  the  WinthropB,  often  displayed  by  the 
2^5  &ther  in  his  trying  position  as  Governor  of  Massacku- 
aettsy  and  inherited  by  the  son,  their  close  friendship  with 
the  Founder  of  Bhode  Island,  and  the  Bympathy  they 
mamfested  with  the  straggling  colony  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  all  «»o  to  account  for  this  partiality. 

The  desire  lor  public  service  was  so  little  felt  by  our 
ancustorsj  that  heavy  tines  were  imposed  upon  auy  who 
should  refuse  to  accept  an  office.  Any  one  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  declining  to  act,  was  to  be  fined  ten  pounds ; 
or  an  Assistant  five  ponnds,  and.his  place  was  to  be  filled 
by  the  person  having  the  next  highest  number  of  votes. 
A  similar  law  was  enacted  in  the  towns  to  compel  the  ae- 

June  c®P*^°c®  town  offices.  In  Portsmouth,  whoever  was 
4.  chosen  to  be  a  magistrate  and  refused  was  fined  six  puuiuifs, 
and  for  an  inferior  office  the  tine  was  fifty  shillings.  The 
reciprocal  engagement  of  the  State  and  its  officers  was 
also  administered  to  the  town  conncils  in  the  following ' 
fonn  :  "  Ton,  A.  B.,  being  called  and  chosen  by  the  free 
vote  of  the  inhabitants  of  Portsmouth  unto  the  office  of 
a  town  magistrate,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  do  in  this  pres- 
ent assembly  engage  yourscli  lauhluUy  to  execute  the  of- 
fice of  a  justice  of  the  })eace,  in  the  due  execution  of  jus- 
tice in  this  town,  according  to  the  laws  established  unto 
us  by  our  particular  charter,  according  to  the  best  of  your 
understanding.  The  town  reciprocally  engage  themselm 
in  his  Majesty's  name,  to  maintain  you  in  the  just  execu- 
tion of  your  office,  according  to  the  best  of  their  under- 
standing/' The  use  of  the  words  "in  his  Majesty's 
name,"  iu  a  formula  adopted  just  at  this  time  in  peculiar. 
The  King  was  beheaded  on  the  30th  of  January.  News 
of  his  death  had  reached  the  colony  either  while  the  As- 
sembly was  in  session,  or  shortly  before  it  met,  yet  no  no- 
tice was  taken  of  it  by  that  body — possibly  because  it  yet 
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needed  confirmation.    And  this  might  he  the  reason  why  chap. 
the  freemen  of  Portsmouth^  as  a  matter  of  precantiony 
letained  the  old  form  of  ^pression  ;  or  perhaps  that  they 
did  so  was  owing  to  the  &€t  ai  the  predominance  of  the  ^ 
foyaliBt  or  Ooddington  party  in  that  town.    The  news  was 
coniinncd  by  an  arrival  from  England  the  Ibllowins:  week. 

Th(?  Warwick  men  ac^ain  wrote  to  the  Cmnnii-siMiK  is 
of  the  United  Colonies,  sitting  at  Boston,  to  complaiu  of  Jalj 
the  Indians,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  order  of  Parlia- 
mant  that  they  should  be  protected.^  The  Commission- 
eiSy  in  their  reply^  deny  haWng  xeceiTed  any  such  com- 
mand, or  that  the  petitioners  could  reasonably  expect  aid  81. 
in  their  position,  but  say  they  are  ready  to  obey  the  order 
iLMjuirin.^  them  to  ascertain  nnder  what  patent  the  lands 
oi  Warwick  are  included.*  _ 

The  next  General  Court  of  election  was  held  at  New- 
port  at  the  same  time  with  that  at  Boston.  At  both  bus- 
iness of  great  importance,  affecting  the  relations  of  the 
two  colonies,  was  transacted.  That  there  was  some  diffi- 
culty in  this  election  is  evident  from  the  record  of  a  vote 
that  it  should  be  auth^tic  notwithstanding  all  obstruc- 
tions  against  it." 

Nicholas  Easton  was  chosen  Tresident  ;  William 
Field  of  Providence,  John  l*orttr  of  Portismouth,  John 
Clarke  of  Newport,  and  John  Wicks  of  Warwick,  Assist- 
ants ;  Philip  Sherman,  Recorder ;  Bichard  Knight,  Ser- 
geant, and  John  Clarke,  Treasurer.  An  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  Solicitor  General  were  also  appomted,  for  the 
first  time,  and  their  duties  defined.  William  Dyre  was 
chosen  to  the  first-named  office,  and  Hugh  Bewett  to  the 
latter.  (  The  committee  of  each  town,  which  should  con-  ^ 
fiist  of  six  men,  were  empowered  to  iill  any  vacancy  in 
their  number,  it  was  a,ho  ordered  that  in  cane  any  mem- 
ber, upon  complaint  and  trial,  should  prove  to  be  imfit  to 
hoki  his  seat,  the  Assembly  might  suspend  him,  and 

'  In  Uie  letter  of  July  22, 1G47,  ante.  *  Hazard,  U.  186. 
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CH  AP,  choose  another  in  his  place.    Heretofore  the  Assembly  bad 
been  usually  styled  "  the  Court  of  Commisflioiieny"  the 

16  5  0.  term  General  Assembly  applying  only  to  a  meeting  of  ail 
2^2.^  tbe  people  ;  bat  we  have  seen  that  gradually  the  legisla- 
tiye  power  bad  centred  in  this  Court,  and  they  now,  for 
the  first  time,  style  themselves  the  General  Assembly, 

^  L  and  fix  their  salaries  at  two  and  sixpence  a  day. 

The  order  ajiportioning  the  anmunt  of  military  stores 
to  be  kept  by  each  town^  gives  an  idea  of  their  relative 
strength  at  this  period.  Providence  and  Warwick  were 
each  to  have  one  barrel  of  powder^  five  hundred  poonda 
of  lead,  ox  pikes  and  six  mnskets  in  their  magaaines,  fit 
for  service.  Portsmonth  was  to  have  twice  this  amount, 
or  as  much  as  both  of  these  towns,  and  Newport  was  to 
have  three  barrels  of  powder,  a  thousand  pounds  of  lead, 
twelve  pikes  and  twenty-four  muskets.  Kach  town  was 
to  regulate  its  own  militia. 

By  an  order  of  the  previous  Assembly  letters  had  been 
sent  to  the  Pawtuzet  men^  respecting  tbeb  allegiance  to 
the  colony,  and  a  summons  issued  to  the  sachems  of  Paw*' 
tuxet  and  Shawomet  to  attend  upon  the  Court.  This 
procedure  led  the  parties  to  petition  the  General  Court  of 
Mai5.saclinsetts,  complaining,  as  iihual,  of  injuries  received, 
and  asking  redress.  Upon  this  the  General  Court  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  Bhode  Island,  advising  all  wlioui  it 
^  concerned,  not  to  prosecute  any  suits  against  the  subjects 
of  Massachusetts,  nor  to  do  them  any  haim  till  they 
should  hear  again  from  the  Court,  which  would,  not  be  long. 

June  A  committee  was  appomted  to  treat  with  Plymouth 
^'  about  the  title  to  the  land  of  Shawomet  and  Pawtuxet, 
and  protection  to  the  Englisli  and  Indian  subjects  of  Mas- 
sachusetts at  those  places.  Tlie  Court  adjourned  for  a  few 
days  to  await  the  issue  of  the  negotiation.  The  General 
Court  of  Plymouth  was  then  in  session.  By  a  formal  in- 
strument they  resigned  all  claim  to  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion, yiddmg  in  every  thing  to  the  propcsals  of  Massachu- 
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»HU,  but  with  one  proviso,  that  does  honor  to  their  sense  chap. 
of  justice,  and  to  their  clearness  of  perception,  viz.,  that  Jl^^ 
tlie  laiuLs  of  Pntvidence  should  not  be  inchided  in  the  relin-  1  65  0. 
quiHlinicnt,  IhiL  >liould  remain  as  Lefore  to  l»c  freely  enjoyed  '^^^^ 
by  the  inhabitants.    That  Providence  should  be  named 
at  all  in  the  deed  of  cession,  since  it  was  not  referred  to 
in  the  instructions  of  the  Committee,  is  proof  that  Fly- 
nontfa  suspected,  and  not  without  reason,  that  the  design 
d  Massachusetts  embraced  more  than  she  professed,  and 
hy  malring  this  exception  she  dechired  her  own  opinion  of 
the  rigbt.s  of  the  people  in  riuvulence,  and  barred  any 
claim  that  Massachusetts  might  afterward  set  up  to  that 
territory,  based  upon  the  action  of  Plymouth  in  this  case. ' 
The  Court  having  reassembled  at  Boston,  received  the  re- 
poft  of  their  committee,  and  proceeded  to  annex  their 
oowly-a»itiired  possessions  to  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
They  ahK>,  in  gratitude  to  Captain  Atherton,  for  his  ser-  20. 
irioee  in  thin  and  in  the  brutal  affair  with  Pessacus,*  voted 
him  a  farm  of  five  hundred  acres.    The  oilieers  of  the 
County  Court  were  autliori/ed  to  treat  witii  any  of  tlie 
Warwick  associates  who  might  appear  to  complain  of  this 
outside  disposition  of  themselves  and  their  property. 

There  is  one  question  that  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties to  this  remarkable  transfer  of  land  and  power,  to 
which  neither  had  any  right,  quite  overlooked.  Admit- 
ting that  the  claim  of  either  one  of  them  under  their  pa- 
tents was  valid,  how  could  that  one  lawfully  divest  itself 
of,  or  invest  another  *;overnment  with,  a  portion  of  its 
power  :  or  how  could  the  reci]»ient,  simply  on  tiie  ground 
that  the  cession  was  voluntary,  enlarge  the  hmits  of  its 
own  patent  ?  The  illegality  on  both  sides  is  apparent. 
The  injustice  to  the  rightful  owners  need  not  be  consid- 
eved  after  the  outrages  they  had  suffered  seven  years  be- 
fiirsL 

These  acts  called  for  decisive  action  on  the  part  of 

*  ILCR^iv*  Part  L  14-20.  '  Cte  of  oiuip.  vL,  antiu 
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CHAP.  Rhode  Island.    The  President  of  the  eulonv  called  aeon- 
.^^.^  vention,  composed  of  a  special  commitlee  of  three  from  eai^ 
1  65  0.  town,  to  meet  at  Portsmouth,  to  delibeiate  on  the  oon* 
*2of  duct  of  MaesachusettB  in  the  piemisea.   No  report  of  Hkeir 
proceedings  can  be  found.   But  these  convenient  inter* 
changes  of  jnrisdiction  were  not  yet  ended.   The  Com^ 
mibsioners  of  the  United  Colonies  advised,  for  in  iny  co- 
Sept,  reasons,  that  Warwick  and  Pawtuxet  sliuuM  li  *  re- 

13.  stored  to  Plynioutli.*  The  General  Court  vieidud  the 
Oct. 

point,  and  re-tissigued  the  territory  to  Plymouth.'  Pres- 
ident Easton  had  written  to  Massachusetts  that  Bhode 
Island  and  Warwick  now  formed  one  colony,  and  would 
defend  her  rights.  Letters  were  sent  to  Bhode  Islandi 
forbidding  her  to  exercise  jurisdiction  over  Shawomet,  to 
the  Pawtuxet  men  to  transfer  their  allegiance  to  Ply- 
mouth, and  to  Gov.  Bradford  that  he  should  protect  them 
and  the  Mihject  Indians. 
26b  The  General  Assemhly  met  at  Portsmouth.  The  or* 
der  prescribing  the  mode  of  passing  general  laws  was  re- 
pealed and  a  new  one  made.  The  Assembly,  or  Bepie* 
sentative  Committee/'  as  it  is  here  termed,  having  enacted 
any  laws,  these  were  to  be  sent  to  the  towns  within  six 
days  after  the  adjournment,  and  tlien,  witliiu  three  days, 
to  be  read  in  town  mectinsr.  Any  IVeeraan  who  disHked 
tho.lawri  ur  any  uue  ul  tlieni,  was  to  send  his  vote,  vdth 
his  name  upon  it,  within  ten  days  atter  the  reading,  to 
the  General  Recorder,  If  a  majority  were  found  to  op- 
pose it  the  Becorder  should  signify  the  hot  to  the  Fresi* 
dent,  and  the  President  to  the  towns,  that  such  law  was 
annulled.  Silence  as  to  the  rest  was  considered  assent. 
Banishment,  as  a  punishment,  was  abolished.  Divorce 
was  ])r()hibited  except,  at  the  suit  of  the  party  aggrieved, 
for  adidtery. 

Roger  Williams  was  urged  once  more  to  go  to  Eng- 
land.  The  active  measures  taken  by  the  other  colonies 
>HaauNliL168-*4.  *  M.  a  IL  ilL  Sltt. 
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in  regard  to  Warwick  and  Pawtuxct,  ret^uircd  that  Khode  chap. 
Island  should  be  represented  before  the  Committee  of  ^^iL 
Pkmtatioiis.  The  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  voted 
three  yeaiB  helbre^  in  remuneration  of  his  services  in  ob- 
taining the  charter^  had  never  been  paid,  although  at- 
timpts  had  been  made  to  raise  the  money  hy  taxation. 
The  Assemhly  now  voted  to  pay  the  arrears,  and  one 
hnndred  puuiids  luoro,  if  lie  would  <!;o  a  sl'cdikI  time,  but 
if  he  would  not,  Mr.  Balston,  John  Clarke  and  John  War- 
ner were  named,  any  two  of  them  to  go. 

This  was  the  last  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  as 
at  first  oonstitutedy  under  the  charter.  A  more  serious 
oahonity  than  any  that  the  malice  or  the  ambition  of  her 
neighbors  eould  inflict,  was  about  to  overwhelm  the  State, 
and  for  a  time  to  palsy  the  arm  of  the  bons  of  Hhode 
Island.  1651 

In  the  following  spring  there  was  no  meetinnj  of  the  May' 
Assemhly.  News  of  Coddington's  design  had  been  re- 
ceived, although  his  success  wn^*  not  yet  known.  Con- 
stenation  pervaded  the  colony.  Within  and  without,  at 
home  and  abroad,  enemies  to  the  peace  and  liberty  of  the 
State  appeared  on  every  side.  The  Fawtuzet  men  com- 
plained to  Massachusetts  that  Providence  had  assessed 
thcin  to  the  amount  of  twelve  pounds  ten  shillings,  and 
on  their  refusal  to  ])ay  the  tax  had  threatened  them  with 
distraint.  Upon  this  the  General  Court  sent  a  letter  to 
Roger  Williams,  warning  him  that  if  this  levy  was  made 
they  would  seek  satisfaction  in  such  manner  as  God 
fthall  put  into  their  hands."^   Amid  these  complicated 

^  X.  C.  R.  iii.  228,  and  iv.  ptort.  i.  46.  Th«ra  ooald  be  no  mistakiiig  tho 
rnpaniti*?  nf  this.  TIiii'  Puritans  in  their  «L'aHn!^«t  with  their  weaker  neigh- 
bor-, Kii;j;l!sh  or  Imliuiis,  evidently  believv'l  ^vitll  tho  (in  at  Fri'<lcrirk,  thnt- 
"  Frovidcnce  t'avorai  Uic  strong  bnttftliong."  Their  reliance  upon  Divine  aid 
in  all  tiMir  forujs,  attemptad  or  dmstaned,  into  Bhodft  Idand,  ww  of  UiaI 
oomnMDdAblj  pnctaiAmuixy  ohanotor  dUpkyed  by  Cromwell  in  thd  oidfir  to 
bu  boopi  ftt  the  erowniag  meroj  of  WoroeMr,"  which  waf  tonf^t  on  « 
wtiaj  dftji— **  Tnti  In  Qoi  bat  ksep  yow  powder  dqrl ' 
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CHAP,  difficulties,  an  outrage  was  committed  upon  some  of  the 
,3^!;^  best  men  of  Rhode  Island,  which  is  without  a  parallel 
1061.  Rave  in  the  treatment  of  the  Gortonv^B.  Rev.  Jotm. 
Glarke,  poator  of  the  fiist  Bi^tist  chnroh  in  Neiwporti 
Obadiah  Holmes,  who  shortly  before  had  aided  to  estab- 
lish a  chnrch  of  that  order  in  Seekonk,  and,  being  })rd* 
sented  for  it  by  the  grand  jury  at  tlic  General  Court  of 
jjjiy  Plymouth,  had  fled  to  Newport,*  an  l  l  lm  CraudalL  a 
16.  member  of  the  ^^anie  cliurch,  were  di'j)uted  by  the  church 
to  yisit  an  aged  member,  residing  near  Lyun^  who  had  re- 
quested an  interview  with  some  of  his  brethren.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  place  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Clarke  preached  the 
next  day  to  those  who  were  in  the  house*  While  thus 
SO.  engaged  two  constables  served  on  them  a  wanant  for  tiie 
arrest  of  the  "  erroneous  persons,  being  strangers."  In 
the  at'ternonn  tliey  were  carried  to  eburch  bv  the  officer, 
where,  after  serviee,  Clarke  addressed  tbe  congrej^atiou 
till  silenced  by  a  magistrate.  Next  day,  although  being 
under  arrest,  he  administered  the  communion  to  the  aged 
member  of  his  church  and  to  two  otheis.  The  party  were 
examined  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Boston,  where  thesj 
95.  were  impnsoned  to  await  their  trial  the  foUowmg  wedL 
At  the  trial  Gov.  Endicott  charged  them  with  being  ana- 
ba|)tiBt8.  Clarke  denied  that  he  was  either  an  analvjiptist, 
a  pedo])a] tti-t,  or  a  catabaptist,  and  atlinueil,  tbat  al- 
though he  had  baptized  inany  he  had  never  re-kiptized 
any,  for  tbat  infant  baptism  was  a  nullity.  The  others 
agreed  in  this,  and  the  Court  sentenced  them  upon  their 
own  declarations,  "  without  producing  either  accuser,  wit* 
nesB,  j  u  ry,  law  of  Gk)d,  or  man.''  CUrke  was  fined  twenty 
pounds.  Holmes  thirty  pounds,  and  Crandall  five  pounds, 
and  in  delault  of  ])ayiueut  each  was  "to  be  well  whi|)ped." 
They  refused  to  yay  tbe  fine,  as  tbat  would  be  to  admit 
their  guilt  when  they  felt  they  w^cre  innocent,  and  were 

*  Arter  the  death  of  Dr.  Claxke  1m  mocted^d  lum  a»  pHtor  of  the  N««^ 
poctfihuroh.   Knofwlet',  288,  note. 
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committed  to  prison.  On  the  fulL  )\nn<]^  day  Clarke,  liy  a  cHAP. 
letter  to  the  Court,  challeng^cd  the  members  to  a  dLsciis-  J^^^ 
sion  of  the  doctiinal  views  for  which  he  had  been  con-  1661. 
dmmed.  The  magistrates  appointed  a  time  for  the  de- 
iMiie.  Claike  prepared  the  heads  of  discussion^  bat  be- 
fore tbe  daj  arriyed  an  order  of  Court  was  sent  to  the  jail 
for  his  discharge,  the  fine  haying  been  paid  by  some  one  n 
witiiont  his  knowledge.  Anxious  to  hold  the  debate,  and 
seeing  how  this  ill-timed  kindness  might  be  represented 
as  being  caused  by  his  desire  to  avoid  it,  Clarke,  on  tlie 
same  day,  renewed  the  challenge,  offering  to  come  to  Boston 
at  any  time  they  might  name.  In  their  reply  the  Court 
seemed  to  accept  the  inyitation^  but  fixed  no  time.  Cotton 
woB  to  be  the  chosen  champion  of  Puritan  theology— the 
man  of  aU  others,  as  the  leader  of  their  church,  with 
whom  Clarke  most  desired  to  meet,  and  to  discuss  the  two 
jT^reat  principles  of  Baptiat  i\nr\u  voluntary  baptism  and 
iiidindual  responsibility.  The»o  were  the  two  grand 
points  upon  which  Church  and  Si  ale  in  Massachusetts 
were  antagonist  to  tlie  sentiment  of  Rhode  Island.  But 
although  Mr.  Clarke  a  third  time  notified  the  Court  of  his 
readiness,  they  &iled  to  appoint  a  day,  so  that  the  debate 
was  never  held.  Crandall  was  allowed  to  go  home  on 
hail,  the  jailer  being  his  surety.  Holmes  was  so  crueUy 
whipped,  receiving  thirty  lashes  with  a  three-corded  whip 
from  the  public  executioner,  that  for  many  days  he  could  g^.^^ 
take  no  rest  except  by  supporting-  Inmself  on  his  elbows  5. 
and  knees.  Two  of  the  spectators,  one  an  old  man  named 
Hazel,  who  had  come  from  Seekonk,  fifty  mil*  ,  to  visit 
him  in  prison,  were  arrested  for  shaking  hands  with  him 
after  the  punishment  was  over,  and  were  sentenced  to  pay 
a  fine  or  to  be  whipped.  The  fine  was  paid  by  their 
fiiends,  but  Hazel  died  before  reaching  home.* 

*  Sm  m  Kewet  ftwn  New  Eng^nl,  bj  Jolui  Clarke^  London,  1652,  4to., 
76ppb  The  writer  consulted  the  oopgr  In  the  British  Museum.  This  very 
■cmroe  work  bjr  one  of  the  Ablest  men  of  the  MTenteenth  oentaij,  end  a 
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CHAF.       Thus  severely  was  the  savage  law  of  1644,  against 
J-^L^  the  anabaptists,  carried  out  by  magistrates  and  ministers, 
1 651.  who  shmmed  a  discuaaion  of  the  doctrineB  which  they  ig- 
noiantly  denounced. 

founder  of  lihoUe  Island,  has  lately  been  reprintcl  bjr  the  Mus.  Hist.  SoCi 
in  tbe  2d  vol  of  the  ith  series  of  their  CoUeoti<mf. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 
IGol— 1663. 

ft 

FROM  THE  USUlli  ATION  OF  CODDl^GTON,  AUGUST,  1051,  TO  THE 
ADOPnOK  OF  THE  ROTAL  CHARTfSi  N0TR1IBER»  1668L 

When  Coddinti^ton  arrived  in  England  the  King  was  ^u^p 
already  beheaded,  thu  House  of  Lords  had  been  voted  ^};^ 
useless,  the  CoiuuKtuwealtli  was  declared,  and  the  supreme  10  41). 
power  vested  in  tlie  liand^  of  forty  persons  as  a  Coua- 
cil  of  State.    A  revolution  as  complete  had  taken  place 
in  ecclesiastical  affiure.   Epi<<copacy  had  been  abolished 
three  years  before;  the  Directory  had  supplanted  the  ^^^^^ 
Liturgy  ;  a  greater  part  of  the  livings  were  distributed 
among  the  Presbyterian  clergy,  and  finaUy  Presbyterian- 
ism  was  established  by  act  of  Parliament  as  the  national 
faith.    Tlie  new  church  were  as  tenacious  of  their  "  di- 
vine ri^lit,"  as  ever  the  old  one  had  been.    The  rii^liU  of 
conscience  were  as  little  understood  or  respected  by  Pres- 
l)ytorianR  as  by  Prelatists.    Toleration  was  denied  to  the 
Independents  by  both  alike.   Humanity  gained  nothing 
by  the  change  till  the  master-spirit  of  Cromwell  curbed 
the  persecutiug  wiH  of  these  Protestant  Papists.   For  ^^^^ 
two  yean  the  efforts  of  Ooddmpfton  were  without  result. 
More  momentous  concerns  tli  i  i  ;  ny  that  related  to  distant 
plantations  empluyal  the  CuuiKii.    At  lenpjth  he  <»l)ialiied  jg^j 
a  hearing.    By  what  representations^  or  through  what  in- 
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CHAP,  fluence  he  succeeded  in  virtually  undoing  the  acts  of  the 
Long  Parliament  in  iavor  of  Bhode  Island,  we  can  never 
n  obtained  from  the  Council  of  State  a  com- 

3,^  mission^  signed  hj  John  Bradshaw,  to  goTern  the  islands 
of  Khode  Island  and  Oomuwicnt  during  his  life,  witli  a 
council  of  six  men,  to  be  named  by  the  people  ami  ap- 
proved bv  himself    With  this  authoritative  document 

'^^S*  he  rtituriied  home  to  sever  the  L^lauds  from  the  main  land 
towns,  and  to  be  in  effect  the  autocrat  of  the  fairest  and 
wealthiest  portion  of  the  State.  Great  was  the  alarm 
felt  thiou^at  the  colony,  more  espedaUj  by  the  large 
party  in  the  now  subjected  ishmds  who,  being  opposed  to 
Coddington,  found  themselves,  as  they  thought,  a^  tlie 
nierey  <>r  a  dictator.  This  party  at  once  prejmred  to  send 
John  Clarke  to  Eni^land,  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  Cod- 
dington's  powers.  Providence  and  Warwick  recognised 
the  peril  to  which  their  chart  r  was  exposed,  and  has- 
tened the  departure  of  Boger  Williams  to  secure  to  them 

Sept.  again  the  rights  he  had  first  obtained.  William  Arnold, 
^*  one  of  the  Massachusetts  subjects  at  Pawtuxet,  wrote  to 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  to  inform  them 
of  this  movement,  that  Warwick  had  aheady  raised  one 
hundred  [xtundB,  and  men  in  Pro\  idencc  were  p^iving  ten 
or  twenty  pounds  apiece  to  speed  the  object  of  Williams' 
mission.  John  Greene,  in  behalf  of  Warwick,  the  same 
day  ofGicially  notified  the  Commissioners,  that  as  the 
United  Colonies  had  faflcd  to  confoim  to  the  order  of 
Parliament  to  protect  them,  but  as  they  "  were  bought 
and  sold  from  one  patent  and  jurisdiction  to  another,"  had 
been  threatened  with  ex|juL->lon  since  the  uIka  c  order  was 
received,  summuued  to  attend  Courts  in  Massachusetts, 
deprived  of  trade,  and  exposed  to  violence  from  both  Eng- 
lish and  Indians,  therefore  they  should  send  a  messenp:er 
to  Eni^nd  to  obtain  redress,  and  the  United  Colonies 
might  instruct  their  agents  accordingly  to  prepare  their 
answers.    This  official  notice  was  a  gratuitous  act  of 
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nonrtesy  on  the  part  of  Warwick  that  was  not  appreciated  chap. 
by  the  Commiflnoneig. 

The  United  OolonieB  coldly  recognized  the  commisnon  1651. 
of  Coddington,  and  addremed  him  a  letter  inquiring  what 

course  ho  would  pursue  as  to  fugitives  fruin  justice  ; 
wliother  he  wuuld  return  them  oa  legal  demand,  or  brinp^ 
tiieiii  to  trial  on  the  island.  The  Warwick  letter  caused 
much  discussion*  The  jMassachuseits  members  of  the 
Commission  presented  a  declaration  on  the  subject,  to 
which  those  of  Plymouth  replied,  disowning  the  cession 
made  to  Massachusetts  the  previous  year,  and  protesting 
a^inst  the  i^izures  she  had  made  at  Shawomet  and 
Pawtuxet  The  other  members,  on  tlie  ground  tliat  Ply- 
mouth had  refused  to  acce2)t  the  transfer  made  hy  IVfassa- 
chusetts,  recoguized  the  claim  of  the  latter,  and  concluded 
thai  trespasses  committed  by  the  Warwick  men  should 
be  pnmshed  by  force  if  necessaiy,  *^  but  with  as  much 
modemtinn  as  may  be/'  * 

A  General  Assembly  of  the  two  remaining  towns  was  Oct. 
called,  at  which  Samuel  Gorton  was  chosen  President. 
Roger  Wilhams  was  urged,  by  every  consideration  that 
could  move  him  in  such  a  crisis,  to  leave  home  to  advo- 
cate the  cause  of  the  colony  iu  England.  On  the  island 
forty-one  of  the  inha]jitants  of  Portsmouth,  and  sixty- 
five^  being  nearly  all  of  the  freemen,  in  Newport,  joined 
to  persuade  Dr.  Clarke  to  go  out  and  obtain  a  repeal  of 
Coddington's  commission.  They  both  consented  to  go. 
Mr.  Williams  was  obliged  to  sell  his  trading-house  in 
^arraganset,  to  sustain  his  family  during  his  abwenco. 
The  objects  ot  their  missions  were  distinct.  Clarke  was 
the  agent  of  the  island  towns,  to  procure  a  repeal  of 
Goddington's  commission.  Williams  was  the  agent  of 
the  main  land  towns,  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  their 
oharter.  In  effect  the  same  result  was  aimed  at  and  se- 
eored— «  return  to  their  former  mode  of  government  by 

^  Haiard's  Stat©  Papers,  ii.  iy<*-aoa. 
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CHAP,  a  reunion  under  the  charter.    The  two  agents  sailed  to- 
gether,  with  some  difficulty  securing  leave  to  embaik  fironi 

1651.  Boston. 

The  Court  of  Comxnisffioneis,  the  lelio  of  the  colomal 
Assembly,  being  the  committees  of  Providence  and  War- 
wick, met  at  Providence  to  consult  on  the  state  of  ti» 
colony.  Thev  resolved  to  continue  under  the  charter, 
niakiii!!  laws  and  choosin'*:  otiiccrs  as  befure.  Thev  re- 
enacted  several  laws,  modihed  to  meet  their  present  con- 
dition^ and  also  passed  an  act  forbidding  the  purchase  of 
land  from  the  Indians^  without  consent  of  the  State. 

1653.      Williams  and  Clarke  presented  a  joint  petition  to  the 

April  Council  of  State,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
foreign  affairs.  The  island  meanwhile  quietly  submitted 
to  the  rule  of  Coddington.  The  iiiaiii  land  towns  held 
May  thoir  regidar  Court  of  Election  in  the  6priIlJ^^  Jolni 
Smith  was  chosen  President  of  the  colony  ;  Thomas  01- 
ney  of  Providence,  Samuel  Gorton  of  Warwick,  Greneral 
Assistants ;  John  Greene,  jr.,  Recorder ;  Bandall  Holden, 
Treasurer ;  and  Hugh  Bewett,  Seiigeant. 

At  this  session  the  ^mious  law  against  slavery  was 
passed,  believed  to  be,  with  one  exception,*  the  first  le^ 
islative  enaclinent  in  the  history  uf  tlus  continent,  if  not 
of  the  world,  for  the  suppression  of  involuntary  servitude. 
This  law  wa^  dtvsigncd  to  prevent  both  negro  and  white 
slavery,  each  of  which  was  in  use  at  that  time.  BjH  no 
man  could  he  held  to  service  more  than  ten  years  from 
the  time  of  his  coming  into  the  colony,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  was  to  he  set  fiee.  Whoever  refused  to 
let  him  go  free,  or  sold  him  elsewhere  lor  a  longer  period 
of  slavery,  was  subject  to  a  penalty  of  forty  pounds. 

Between  Khode  Island  and  the  Dutch  at  Manhattan, 
there  cxirited  quiet  an  active  trade,  and  occasional  inter- 
marriages resulted  from  the  intercourse  thus  maintained. 
A  serious  disturbance  occurred  at  this  time  in  Warwick. 

>  The  Aet  of  MasMdnuettB)  4th  Not.»  1640,  in  2  M.  a  &,  168. 
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The  crew  of  a  hiuall  Dutch  vessel  which  had  arrived  there  chap. 
in  January,  on  a  trading  voyage,  boarded  for  some  two 
months  with  John  Warner,  who  was  this  year  the  Assist-  l 
ant,  or  second  magistiate  of  the  town,  and  had  stored 
their  goods  in  his  house  for  sale.   One  of  these  men, 
named  Geraerd,  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Warner,  both 
having  married  into  the  family  of  Ezeldel  Holliman. 
Upon  settling  their  accounts  a  disjinte  arose,  which  it 
wad  vainly  attempted  to  adjust  by  arbitration,  and  the 
Dutchmen  appealed  lo  tlie  Court.   At  their  request  a  ^p^l 
special  session  was  held.   Warner  refused  to  answer  to 
the  case,  and  judgment  was  entered  against  bim  by  de- 
fault, and  execution  granted  for  the  damages  assessed  by 
a  jury.    Warner's  wife  was  also  indicted  upon  suspicion 
of  felony,  and  the  case  carried  up  to  tlie  General  Court  of 
trials  for  tlu-  coltjny.    The  conduct  of  Warner  l)efore  and  24. 
at  this  trial  wa.s  n>  bad  tliat  he  was  degraded  from  his 
otiice  as  Assistant  and  disfranchised.    A  copy  of  the  dec- 
laration was  sent  to  Providence,  and  also  to  Massachu* 
setts,  and  the  whole  proceedings  upon  the  case  were  after-* 
waids  forwarded  to  Roger  Williams  in  England.   A  few 
weeks  later,  "upon  suspicion  of  insufferable  treachery  f, 
against  the  town,"  which  is  conveyed  in  tlie  seventh  item 
of  the  deelaiation,  his  house  and  lands  were  attached. 
For  want  of  proof  the  i)ruperty  was  sliortly  released,  but  jj^j^, 
not  without  a  formjd  protest  being  entered  upon  the  rec-  6. 
ords  by  the  leading  men  of  the  town.    The  proceeding? 
are  so  remarkable,  and  the  form  of  the  declaration,  re- 
sembling somewhat  the  indictment  against  Gorton,^  ia  so 
curious  that  they  should  be  preserved.* 

The  war  between  England  and  Holland  having  com-  y^^^. 
meneed,  the  Dutch  wore  forbidden  to  trade  with  the  In-  0)1 
(liaiis  in  the  colony,  and  the  President  was  instructetl  to 
notiiy  the  Governor  of  Manhattan  ^  of  this  prohibition. 

'  Ante,  cliop.  vi.  p.  i'Jv.  •  See  Appendix  B. 

'  Peter  StuytMut  This  proliibitioii  wM  rapealed  in  May,  1S57. 

VOL.  I. — 16 
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CUA?   Letters  from  Ro^er  Williams  caii.'^ed  a  Umn  meotiiig  to 
in  Providence,  at  whick  a  letter  was  directed  to 
1  5  2.  be  sent  to  Warwick,  proposing  a  meeting  of  Oommission- 
27.*^  en  to  prepare  suitable  implies.   The  town  of  Warwidc 
agreed  to  the  proposal,  and  farther  aoggested  a  citnferenee 
29.    with  the  island  towns,  with  a  view  to  their  all  uniting  to 
obtain*  a  renewal  of  the  charter,  as  such  united  action 
would  remove  some  obstacles  then  existing,  by  reason  of 
the  8C'})aratc  duties  of  the  two  ajj^ents,  and  would  also  help 
to  secure  to  the  colony  the  ^arragaubct  couiitr)',  which 
Aug.        Greenwich  men  were  striving  to  obtain,   A  meeting 
was  accordingly  held^  but  no  record  of  it  remains. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Williams,  saying  that  the 
'  Council  had  granted  leave  to  the  colony  to  go  on  .under 
the  charter  until  tlie  controversy  was  decided,  gave  great 
satisfaction.  A  few  days  later  an  order  of  Council  was 
issued  vacatiii*:;  the  cnn niiissiori  of  Codiiin^toii,  and  direct- 
ing  the  towns  again  to  unite  under  the  charter.  The 
mission  was  successful  at  every  point.  The  agents  re- 
mained in  England  on  their  private  business^  and  also  to 
sustain  the  rights  of  the  colony,  while  William  Dyre,  who 
had  probably  gone  out  with  them,  returned  home  with  the 
joyful  news. 

The  General  Assembly  uilI  ai  rruvidence,  and  passed 
two  iHi|»ortaot  acts,  an  alien  and  a  libtd  law.  T>\  the 
former  no  foreigner  was  to  he  received  as  a  freeman  in  any 
town,  or  to  have  any  trade  with  the  Indians,  but  by  con- 
sent of  the  Assembly.  The  latter  made  disparaging  lan- 
guage, spoken  in  malice,  actionable  in  every  town.  They 
also  wrote  to  Roger  Williams  a  letter  of  thanks  for  his 
services,  the  sucoessfiil  result  of  which  was  not  yet  known 
to  them,  and  pro])oscd  that  he  shoukl  get  himself  ap- 
pointed (lovernor  of  the  colony  for  one  year,  as  it  would 
give  weight  to  the  government.  This  ^iroposal  atibrds  thu 
strongest  proof  of  the  respect  and  conEdence  felt  in  the 
colony  towards  its  illustriouB  Pounder.    But  Williams 
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had  little  desire  for  power.  Such  a  conrse  would  have  chap 
establkhed  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  might  appear  to 
taice  tbe  cobny  a  portion  of  ita  liberty  in  the  selec-  ^^^2. 
tion  of  ofiScen.  They  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  town  of 
Warwick,  where  donbts  had  been  expressed  as  to  the  le- 
gality of  the  Assembly,  })rotcstiiig  a^^ainst  pucIi  expres- 
sions as  tending  lu  discredit  the  nnthority  of  the  Assem- 
bly, therel)}'  weakening  the  goverumcut,  and  likewise  af- 
firming both  the  validity  of  the  committee  chosen  from 
Warwick,  and  the  legality  of  the  Court.  The  occasion 
ftr  such  a  letter  displays  the  lamentable  distraction  that 
pervaded  the  colony  at  this  time. 

A  more  serious  cause  of  dissension  led  to  a  special  ^^0. 
meeting  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners  at  Warwick. 
The  President  of  the  eolonv  and  the  Warwick  Assistant, 
upon  an  examination  h(^fnro  tlie  Court  of  Trials,  charged 
Hugh  Bewett,  one  of  the  committee  from  Providence, 
with  high  treason.  The  trial  lasted  four  days,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  acquittal  of  the  prisoner,  thus  ^reversing  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Trials,  and  thereby  increasing  the 
divisions  in  the  colony.  The  grounds  of  the  indiotm^t 
cannot  now  be  ascertained. 

Upon  tlie  arrival  of  William  Dyre  from  Entrland,  with  1^,52.3 
the  repeal  of  Coddington's  power,  he  wrote  letters  to  i^eb. 
Warwick  and  to  Providence,  naming  a  day  when  he  would 
meet  all  the  freemen  who  chose  to  appear  at  Portsmouth, 
to  communicate  the  orders  of  the  Council  of  State.   A  20. 
town  meeting  was  held  in  Providence,  at  which,  in  aAScord- 
ance  with  a  request  from  Warwick,'  a  meeting  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  two  towns  was  agreed  upon.  It 
was  held  at  Pawtuxet  the  following  week.    This  Assera-  ^* 
h]y  drafted  a  reply  to  a  letter  IVoni  the  island,  relating  to 
a  reunion  of  the  colony,  and  appointed  two  of  the  mem- 
bers from  each  town  to  carry  it,  and  to  consult  with  those 
of  the  island  concerning  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 

'  Wftnrick  leeoidi  of  2dd  Febnuuj,  1668. 
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CHAP.  Btate.  Their  labor  was  fmitless.  The  point  of  difficulty 
was  ibis.   The  mainUtnd  towns  contended  that  thej  were 

^f^b^'  Providence  Fkntations,  their  charter  never  having 
been  vacated,  and  their  government  havint,^  continued  nn- 

iutcrruptctl  hy  the  defection  uf  tlie  island,  .'ind  therefore 
the  General  Asseiribly  to  hear  tlie  orders  of  Council, 
should  he  held  with  them.  The  island  towns  claimed 
that  as  they  formed  the  greater  part  of  the  colony^  and 
hence  had  a  laiger  interest  in  the  matter,  the  Assembly 
should  meet  there.  The  original  letters  from  the  Goondl 
of  State  were  deposited  by  Dyre  with  the  town  clerk  of 
Newport,  from  whom  certified  copies  were  obtained,  after 
some  trouble,  by  the  other  towns.  Neither  party  ^vas  dis- 
Marcb  l>osod  to  yield.  On  the  following  Monday  an  AsHcmbly 
^*  of  the  colony,  as  it  was  called,  met  at  Portsmouth,  "  to 
hear  and  receive  the  orders  firom  y'  right  Honorable  y 
Council  of  State."  The  officers  who  had  been  displaced 
by  Ooddington's  commission  were  reinstated  until  the 
next  election,  which  was  appointed  for  the  usnal  time. 
Proposals  for  reunion,  and  for  the  government  of  the  col- 
ony till  the  ensuing  election,  were  sent  to  Providence  by 
jg  the  town  ui  Xewj»ort.  The  mainland  towns  replied  that 
they  were  ready  to  meet  by  Conmiissioners,  and  desired 
the  island  to  appoint  the  time,  to  arrange  all  matters. 
They  did  not  accept  the  terms  proposed  by  Newport,  nor 
was  any  meeting  of  Commissbners  appointed  by  the 
island.  The  division  therefore  continued  for  another  year, 
to  the  imminent  peril  of  the  liberties  of  the  colony  and  of 
its  internal  peace. 

Two  distinct  Assemblies  convened  lor  a  L^enonil  oloc- 

1 608 

Mftv*  same  time.    That  of  the  mainland  towns  met 

le-l'7.  at  Providence,  the  other  at  Newport,  each  sitting  for  two 
days.  By  the  former  a  letter  was  sent  to  the  island,  giv- 
ing as  a  reason  why  they  did  not  meet  with  them,  that 
the  island  had  not  given  any  notice  of  agreement  to  meet 
them  hy  Commissioneis,  wad  hence  they  must  proceed 
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with  their  own  election  as  before.    They  chose  Gregory  chap. 
Dexter,  President ;  Stukelj  Westootti  General  Assistant 
for  Warwick ;  John  Bayles^  General  Assistant  for  Provi-  1 C5  8. 
denoe,  and  Treasnier ;  John  Greene,  Recorder,  and  Hugh  1^17. 
Bewitt,  Sergeant.    The  Cotmcil  of  State  having  directed 
the  CL'lony  to  annoy  the  Dutch,  with  whom  war  liad  been 
(kxlaied,  it  was  ordered  that  no  provisitius  shoul  d  bo  sont 
to  the  Dutch  ;  that  each  plantation  should  prepare  lor  ita 
de&nce  ;  and  that  no  seizures  of  Dutch  property  should 
be  made  in  the  name  of  the  colony  without  a  commission 
trom  the  General  Court.  •  All  le^  process  was  to  issue 
in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England/ and  in  * 
ProTidenoe  and  Warwick  an  engagement  in  these  words 
was  subscribed  upon  tlieir  records  : — "  I  do  declare  and 
promise  that  I  will  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Cumnion- 
wealth  of  Englanil,  as  it  is  now  cstahlished,  without  a 
Kinge  or  House  of  Lords."  * 

The  enemies  of  Rhode  Island  afterwards  sought  to 
injoie  her  •  position  with  the  King  on  account  of  this  en* 
gag^ent^  but  did  not  succeed.  The  only  policy  that 
Bhode  Island  could  adopt  was  that  which  is  pursued  at 
this  day  by  the  United  States  in  its  intercourse  with  for- 
eign countries,  to  acknowledge  the  governnnient  dc  facto. 
To  that  g<:)vernnient,  whetlier  royalist,  republican,  or  pro- 
tectorate, she  was  always  loyal,  and  her  success  from  that 
cause  rankled  in  the  breasts  of  her  Puritan  opponents, 
whose  professions  of  byalty  to  the  Kings  were  equally 
loud  and  much  less  sincere. 

The  Assembly  at  Newport  elected  John  Sandford, 
sen.,  President ;  Nicholas  Easton  of  Newport,  and  Bobert  17-18. 
Burden  of  Portsmouth,  Assistants  ;  WiUiaru  Lvlhciland, 
Recorder  ;  Richard  Knight,  Sergeant  ;  John  Coggeshall, 
Treasurer,  and  John  Easton,  Attorney  General.  They 
se-ostaUifihed  the  code  of  1G47,  and  gave  liberty  to  the 
mainland  towns  to  choose  their  own  General  Assistants^ 

'  Warwick  raooida,  Sdi  MiBRb,  1662^. 
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CHAP,  in  case  they  decided  to  unite  with  the  island.    The  next 

 .  dav  Bome  freemen  from  Providence  and  Warwick  came  to 

165  3.  the  AsBembiy,  and  an  election  for  Assifitants  of  those 
Igf  towns  was  made.  Thomas  Olney  was  chosen  for  Provi- 
denoe,  and  Bandal  Holden  for  Warvicky  thus  making  two 
■etB  of  Asttttants  fi>r  the  mainland  towns,  and  laiaing  a 
qnestimi  of  conflicting  powcia  to  render  the  difficnltiw 
jet  more  com])licated. 

Mr.  Coddington,  upon  demand  of  the  Assembly  to 
surrender  the  statute  book  and  records,  declined  to  do  so 
without  ad\nce  from  his  Council,  having  received  no  order 
»  from  England  to  resign  his  commission,  or  anj  proof,  as 
be  said,  timt  it  had  been  annulled.  A  more  ineztxicable 
series  of  entanglements  than  now  existed  in  the  colony 
could  not  well  be  imagined. 

Active  mca,&ure9  were  taken  against  the  Dutch.  Can- 
non and  Hmaller  arms,  and  twenty  volunteers  were  voted 
for  the  aid  of  the  English  on  Long  Island.  Commissions 
to  act  against  the  enemy  were  granted  to  Capt.  John  Un- 
derbill, William  Dyre  and  Edward  Hull,  and  a  Court  of 
Admiralty  fi>r  ihe  trial  of  priiees  was  appointed,  consisting 
of  the  general  officers  and  three  jurors  from  each  town* 
The  island  was  more  energetic  than  the  mainland  in 
these  measures,  assuniin^  at  once  oftensive  ground,  while 
the  latter  acted  chiefly  on  the  defensive.  Butli  did  more 
than  the  United  Colonies,  who,  although  they  had  re- 
ceived similar  orders  from  the  Council  of  State,  were  more 
prudent,  if  not  lukewarm,  in  their  conduct.  This  inili- 
tary  picclivity  in  Bhode  Island  was  early  shown.  Their 
ezpoeed  position  made  it  necessary  on  account  of  the  In- 
dians in  the  first  instance,  and  long  habit  cultivated  the 
martiid  spirit  of  the  people  till  it  became  a  second  niiture. 
Their  maritime  advantages  favored  commercial  enter- 
prise, and  the  two  combined  prepared  them  ibr  those 
naval  exploits  which  in  after  years  shed  so  much  glory  on 
the  State.   That  the  bold  proceedings  of  the  Island  As- 
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8«inbfy  were  considered  laah  by  the  rest  of  the  colony^  chai> 
appears  from  a  remoDstiance  made  by  the  Court  of  Com- 
mismonen,  aasemUed  at  Provideiice  for  this  purpose.  Y^^^* 
The  acceptance  of  commissions  to  fi^t  against  the  Dutch  s^f 
wtm  a  direct  violation  of  their  act  in  May,  and  as  they 
claimed  to  be  the  lawful  Assembly  imder  tho  charter, 
they  at  once  disfranchised  those  w)k>  owueil  the  validity 
of  those  commissions,  until  they  should  fcive  .satisfaction  to 
Providence  and  Warwick.  The  remonstiance  recited  the 
attmnpts  made  at  re-union,  as  before  given,  and  denounced 
the  conduct  of  the  Island  Assembly  in  granting  com- 
missions of  reprisal,  not  only  as  lash  in  the  feeble  condi- 
tion of  the  colony,  but  as  subvenive  of  all  goremment, 
in  that  they  assumed  to  do  it  by  authority  of  the  whole 
colony.  Ill  conclusion  an  appeal  to  Kni;lan(l  wu,-^  threat- 
ened iu  cas:'  tlie  i:il.ind  should  attempt  to  engage  the  main- 
land towns  in  the  said  commissions,  or  to  molest  them  on 
that  account.  The  Court  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call 
of  either  of  the  General  Assistanta.  This  was  not  long 
delayed. 

The  Fawtuxet  men  again,  as  two  yean  before,  peti- 
tioned Massachusetts  on  the  subject  of  taxes  levied  by 

the  Providence  I'lantatiuns.  The  General  Court  sent  a 
letter  protesting  against  such  exaction,  or  the  exercise  of 
any  sort  of  jurisdiction  over  its  subjects,  and  granting 
leave  to  them  to  arrest  and  sue  in  the  county  Courts  any 
person  of  another  government  that  should  usurp  over 
them,  whenever  such  person  or  his  property  should  be 
found  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts.  *  To  reply 
to  this  protest  a  special  session  of  the  Commissioners  was  Aug. 
held  at  Warwick.    No  copy  of  the  reply  remains. 

The  decided  (  nnduct  of  the  island  in  tlie  Dutch  war 
increased  the  disscubions  of  the  State,  and  involved  iicr 
in  further  controversies  with  her  neighbors.  Capt.  Hull, 
under  his  commission,  captured  a  French  ship  in  a  mode 

>M.C.RiT.  Put  1,149. 
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CHAP,  alleged  by  MasBachuaetts,  in  a  letter  to  Rhode  Island,  to 
be  unlawfui   Among  tbe  reasonB  for  tbis  allegation^  tbe 


1068.  dissolution  of  the  Parliament  was  mentioned.  This 

seized  upon  by  Oorton  as  a  ground  of  accusation  againsi 

Massachusetts  in  England,  whither  tbe  original  letter, 
siofned  by  tlic  magistmtes,  was  to  bo  Rent  as  eviiU'ncc. 
Sept    ^^'^^^  other  charge*!,  against  them.    William  Arnold,  of 

6.  Fawtuxet,  wrote  to  the  General  Court,  informing  them 
of  this  design.'  Great  anxiety  was  felt  by  the  United 
Colonies  lest  tbe  Indians  should  allj  with  the  Dutch. 
Tbe  CouncU  of  Blassacbusetts  had  sent  two  messengem 

]  9^  in  tbe  spring  to  question  Pessicus^  Ninigret  and  Mexbam^ 
tbe  son  of  Oanonicns,  being  the  three  chief  sachems  of 
the  Narragansets,  iipon  this  subject.  They  all  denied 
any  such  intention,  but  their  denial  did  not  satisfy  the 
Confederates,*  who,  at  their  next  meeting,  hearing  of  an 
assault  made  by  the  Nanagansets  upon  the  Long  Island 
Indians,  again  sent  messengers  to  them,  demanding  an 
account  of  their  conduct.    The  explanation  not  being 

20.  satisfactory  war  was  declared  against  the  NanragansetBy 
but  Massachusetts  deeming  the  cause  insufficient,  refused 
to  raise  lior  quota  of  troops,  so  the  expedition  was  jiban- 
duned.'  The  energy  of  the  Rhode  Island  jjrivatecris  had 
alarmed  the  United  Colonies  in  the  spring.  Another 
seizure,  of  one  of  their  own  vessels,  by  Capt.  Baxter,  un- 
der a  commission  from  this  colony,  caused  tlioin  to  send 
a  special  messenger  with  a  letter  to  Rhode  Island,  re- 
monstiating  against  the  act  The  Desire,  of  Barnstable, 
belonging  to  Samuel  Mayo,  was  seized  in  Hempstead  har- 
bor, an  English  settlement  within  the  Dutch  limits,  lia^ 
ing  stores  on  board,  whiuh  the  owner  affirmed  were  in- 
tended for  a  plantation  of  English  at  Oyster  Bay.  Liout. 

*  Ilaxard's  SUite  Tttpcra,  i.  582. 

'  The  queries,  eleveu  in  uuiuber,  with  the  answers  of  each  tacheiu,  an 
given  In  ftill  in  Uuwd,  iL  206-8. 
>HM»nlii.  288-6,  888-4S. 
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Hudson  was  instructed  to  leam  by  what  authority  Rhode  chap 
Island  issued  letters  of  maiqne,  and  also  to  demand  sat- 
kfiu^tion  for  Majo.    President  Easton  replied  that  the  i  |^5  3. 
ookmy  was  aathorized  to  act  against  the  enemies  of  Eng-^  ^^l' 
land,  and  had  sent  to  the  supreme  authority  an  acoonnt 
of  Baxter's  proceedings,  wliicli  they  disowned  so  far  as  he 
liad  exceeded  his  commission.    No  satiHtaction  was  given 
to  ^layo.    Upon  Hudson's  return  the  Commissioners  ad- 
vised Connecticut  to  biiug  the  Desire  to  trial  if  ibund  in 
her  harbors,  the  owner  agreeing  to  pay  d  iTnagcs,  if  it 
should  prove  true  that  she  had  been  justly  seized  by  Baxter. 
Baxter  also  captured  a  Dutch  yessel  near  New  York, 
and  was  pursued  to  Fairfield  harbor  by  two  armed  Dutch 
ships.    The  New  England  Commissioners  thereupon  pro- 
hibited Dutch  vessels  from  entering  any  English  port.  19. 
This  was  a  very  mild  conrse  to  adopt  towards  a  belliger- 
ent foe,  and  contrasts  with  the  vigorous  conduct  of  Khode 
Ithind. 

The  report  of  dissensions  in  Bhode  Island  had  reached 
En^and,  and  grieved  the  advocates  of  liberal  principles 
in  that  country.   Among  these  none  were  more  earnest 

than  Sir  Henry  Vane,  whose  sympathies,  when  Governor 
of  Massaehusetts,  were  with  the  party  of  progress,  and  1658-4. 
who  at  home  opfmsed  in  turn  the  despotism  of  the  Stu- 
arts and  the  uitiiimtc  designs  of  Cromwell.    Vane  always 
manifested  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  Khode  Island, 
and  a  oordial  appreciation  of  the'  principles  of  its  founder, 
who  for  a  consideiable  time  during  this  visit  to  England 
became  his  guest.   He  wrote  to  the  people  of  Bhode  Isl-  ^Qh. 
and  a  most  kind  and  imploring  letter,  urging  them  to  8. 
reconcile  their  tends  tor  the  honor  uf  God  and  the  good 
of  their  fellow-men.    **  Are  there  no  wise  men  amonjr 
you  ?    No  pubUc  self-denying  spirits/'  he  asks,    who  can 
^nd  some  way  of  union  before  you  become  a  ]>rey  to  your 
enemies  ^  "   This  letter  no  doubt  had  some  effect  in  com- 
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CHAP,  pleting  a  reconciliation  wbicb^  before  it  was  received,  had 

Jl!^  already  begun. 

1654.  Tho  next  spring  hut  ono  General  Assembly  was  held, 
Ift-lti.  although  the  union  was  not  yet  perfected.  A  majority  in 
the  mainland  towns  seem  to  have  agreed  to  the  coone 
pursued  by  the  island,  as  these  towns  held  no  sepavate 
Court  of  Comimssioners.  A  huge  minority  still  hdd  out 
There  was  no  cordiality  between  the  parties.  A  commit* 
tee  of  eight  persons,  two  firom  each  town,  was  appointed 
to  ])re]»are  some  mode  of  licaling  the  division.  Kielutlaf^ 
Eastun  was  clioscii  President  uf  tlie  coluuy.  Randall  Hoi- 
den  had  the  next  liigliest  number  of  votes.  Thomas 
Olney  was  elect€<l  Assintant  for  Providence,  Richard  Bor- 
den for  Portsmouth,  Kdwaxd  Smith  for  Newport,  and 
Bandall  Holden  for  Warwick ;  Joseph  Toney,  Recorder ; 
John  Ooggeshall,  Treasurer ;  Biobard  Knight,  Sergeant, 
and  John  Cranston,  Attorney  General,  Some  men  woi* 
examined  on  a  charc^e  of  illegal  trading  with  the  Dutch, 
and  another  commission  of  rejirisal  was  Granted  against 
the  enemy.  Fugitives  from  labor,  belonging  in  other  col- 
onies, were  to  be  returned  on  proper  proof,  at  the  expense 
of  the  master. 

Mr.  Williams  had  so  often  succeeded  in  calming  the 
ruffled  spirits  of  the  colonists,  that  he  felt  his  ptesenoe 
might  be  useful  in  the  existing  crisis.  Leaving  Mr.  Claiice 
to  protect  the  riglits  of  the  colony  in  England,  he  re- 
turned iiome  early  in  the  fsumnier,  bringing  with  him  the 
above-mentioned  letter  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and  also  an 
order  from  the  Lord  Protector  to  the  government  of 
Massachusetts,  to  permit  him  in  future  to  pass  unmo* 
jaly  lested  through  that  territory.  Soon  after  bis  return  be 
13-  wrote  to  his  friend  Winthrop  an  account  of  bis  occu- 
pations  while  abroad,  from  which  we  learn  of  his  teach- 
ing the  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  French  and  Duteh  lan- 
guages, tlms  making  his  many  aeeoniiilislnnents  a  moans 
of  subsistence,  and  also  of  his  intimacy  with  Milton,  then 
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Secretary  of  the  Council  of  State,  to  whom  he  taught  chap 
Dutch  in  exchange  for  other  languages/  That  he  should 
be  obliged  to  teach  for  his  support  while  employed  on  i<>5  4. 
public  biumessi  10  a  proof  of  the  poTertj  of  the  colony 
al  tiiiB  time.  He  also  addicBsed  a  most  earnest  and  con- 
ciliatory letter  to  the  town  of  Providence,  concerning  the 
dissensions  in  the  colony,  wherein  he  thanks  God  'Mbr 
his  wonderful  Pkovidences,  Ly  which  alone  tlic  town  and 
colony  and  that  grand  cause  of  Truth  and  Fbeedom  of 
C0N6CIENCE,  hath  been  iiplicld  to  this  day,  '  and  BUggeets 
a  mode  of  settling  the  unhappy  quarrel.  He  was  ap-  Aug. 
pointed  to  reply  ta  the  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Vane,  which 
be  did  in  behalf  of  the  town.  From  that  letter  we  are 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  the  usurpation  of  Oodding- 
ton,  and  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  granting  of  com- 
missions of  reprisal  against  the  Dutch,  were  the  chief 
causes  ot  (list'ontent  in  the  colonv. 

At  length  a  reunion  was  eifected.   A  full  Court  of 
Commissioners,  six  from  each  town,  assembled  at  War- 
wick.   Artides  of  agreement^  settling  the  terms  of  reun- 
iouy  were  signed  by  the  whole  Court.   It  was  agreed  that 
all  acts  of  the  sepamte  Assemblies  from  the  tune  of  the 
division  should  remain  to  the  account  of  the  towns,  and 
of  the  persons  taking  part  in  those  acts  ;•  that  tiie  colony 
s]i<niM  proceed  under  antliority  of  tlie  charter ;  and  that 
the  General  Assembly  fur  all  public  aflfairs,  except  eleo- 
tionsy  should  be  composed  of  six  members  from  each  town. 
Thus  ended  this  most  dangerous  period  of  disunion,  that 
had  lasted  for  three  years,  of  which  the  first  half  was 
owing  to  the  ambition  of  Ooddington,  and  the  last  to  the 
local  jealousies  of  the  towns,  and  to  the  refractory  Bpirit 
of  in  dividuals.    After  this  happy  consummation  the  Court 
conlinned  in  sesBion  two  days.    They  re-established  the 
code  of  1047,  forbade  the  sale  of  liquor  to  the  Indians, 
and  prohibited  the  French  and  Dutch  from  trading  with 

'  Tbb  estfeaelj  btemtiog  totter  b  given  in  Ktunrles,  261-4. 
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( I  r  A  p  th c ]  n .  The  care  of  the  colony  to  avoid  all  legislation  that 
could  in  any  way  affect  the  rights  of  conscience,  is  ooi^ 
1  6  54.  spicuonsin  the  action  taken  upon  '^seveial  oomplaittii 
^l^'  exhibited  to  this  Assembly  against  y'  incivilitie  of  pencms 
exercised  upon  y*  first  day  of  y*  weeke,  which  is  offensiye 
to  (livers  amonrrst  us."  They  passed  no  Sunday  lavrs, 
sucii  us  existed  \\\\  aronnd  them,  l)iit,  judgiii«:  ii;,'litly  that 
such  disturbances  arose  from  the  want  of  any  regular  sea- 
son for  recreation,  they  referred  it  to  the  towns  to  appoial 
days  for  their  "  servants  and  children  to  recreate  them- 
selves/'  and  thus  to  prevent  similar  annoyances  in  intmpe. 
The  General  Court  of  election  met  at  Warwid[: 
12.  Roger  Williams  was  chosen  President  ;  Thomas  Harris 
Assistant  for  Providence,  John  Koome  for  Portsmouth, 
Benedict  Arnold  for  Newport,  and  Ilandall  Holden  for 
Warwick  ;  Win.  Lytherland  Recorder,  Richard  Knight 
Sergeant,  Richard  Burden  Treasurer,  and  John  Cranston 
Attorney  General  These  were  to  hold  office  until  the 
18.  spring  election.  The  next  day  the  Court  of  Commiasioii* 
ers  fixed  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  for  the  election  of 
members  by  the  towns,  and  the  Tuesday  after  the  fifteenth 
of  May  for  that  of  general  oflficers.  Legal  jaocess  was  to 
issue  "  in  y*  name  of  His  Higness  y'  Lord  Protector  of  y* 
Commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and 
y*  dominions  thereto  belonging.''  Tlio  President  and 
Gregory  Dexter,  then  town  clerk  of  Providence,  were 
desired  to  "  send  letters  of  humble  thanksgiving  to  His 
Highness  the  Lord  Protector,  and  Sir  Henry  Vane,  Mr, 
Holland,  and  to  Mr.  John  Clarke,  in  y  name  of  y'  colo- 
nic." The  two  ihlaud  towns  were  authorized  to  hold 
their  court  of  trials  toother,  if  they  pleaded,  or  ajiart  as 
they  had  previously  done,  and  the  same  liberty  was  given 
to  the  two  mainland  towns.  This  act  seems  intended  to 
remove  what  was  apparently  the  first  source  of  alienation 
in  the  colony,  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  charter 
government.' 

'  Aute  cbap.  vii.  p.  214,  221. 
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War  had  again  brplcen  out  between  the  NarragaDSdtB  chap. 
and  the  Long  Island  Indians.  The  United  Colonies  were  ^J^^ 
mach  alarmed^  and  sent  messengers  to  inqmre  of  Ninigiet  1854. 
the  cause,  and  to  demand  his  presence  at  Hartford.  Nin- 

igret  replied  that  the  enemy  had  slain  a  saclioin'.s  son  and  18. 
sixty  of  liis  people.    The  haughty  spirit  of  the  chieftain 
appears  in  liis  answer  :  "  If  your  governor's  son  were 
skin,  and  several  other  men,  would  you  ask  counsel  of 
another  nation  how  and  when  to  right  yourselves  ?  "  He 
refosed  to  go  to  Hartford,  and  deeixed  only  that  the  £ng- 
Ittb  would  let  him  alone.   President  WilHams  wrote  to 
the  government  of  Massachusetts  a  long  letter  in  defence   ^  ^ 
of  the  Indians,'  maintaining  that  the  Narragansets  had  5/ 
always  been  tnie  to  the  Encjlisli,  and  that  the  present  war 
on  Long  Island  was  an  act  of  self-defence.    A  force  was 
fieut  against  Ninigret  under  Major  Wiliord.    The  In-  ^* 
dims  took  refuge  in  a  swamp.    The  troops  returned  un- 
successfuly  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  Commissioners  at 
Hartfoid.   But  li^usachusetts^  from  humane  motives^  op- 
posed the  war,  and  the  other  colonies  were  obliged  to 
submit.* 

Military  affairs  always  received  great  attention  in 
Rhode  Island,  but  were  not  always  a  matter  of  record. 
This  year  the  first  mention  is  made  of  an  election  of  offi- 
cans  in  Providence.  All  wore  required  to  do  military  duty  ;  6. 
only  one  man  could  be  left  at  home  on  each  faim,  one  mile 
from  town,  on  parade  days. 

An  entry  in  the  Portsmouth  records  shows  that  mem-  18. 
bers  were  elected  from  that  town  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  Le  held  the  next  tl.i\  ;il  New-  U. 
port.    No  record  of  any  bueh  session  exLstb,  nor  is  any 
other  reference  made  to  it  elsewhere. 

When  Aquidneok  was  purchased^  only  the  grass  upon 

'  The  letter  ia  full  is  given  ia  R.  I.  CoL  Records,  L  291,  and  Knowlet, 
272-8. 

•  Hju*rd*s  State  Papers,  ii.  308,  318,  324-5,  340,  etc. 
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CHAP,  the  other  ifiUmds  was  conyeyed  in  tlie  deed.   The  fee  still 
rested  in  the  native  owners.  A  moTement  was  now  made 
^Jfl^'  in  town  meeting  at  Portsmouth  to  join  with  Newport  in 

25.'  the  purchase  of  Conanicut  and  Dutch  islands^  and  a  com- 
niittee  was  aj)pointed  to  treat  with  Newjtort  on  the  sub- 
ject. Thcfie  islaiitls  were  afterwards  bought,  the  former  by 
Coddington  and  Benedict  Arnold,  Jr.,'  the  latter,  together 
with  Goat  and  Coasters  Harbor  islands,  by  Arnold  and 
others.' 

Although  harmony  was  for  the  most  part  restored  to  the 
colony,  there  still  remained  many  who  were  restive  under 
restraint,  some  advocating  an  unlawful  liberty,  and  others, 
royalistH  in  I'eeling,  refusing  to  obey  the  government.  This 
winter  was  one  of  unusual  turbulence  in  Providence. 
.Under  pretence  of  a  voluntary  training  a  tumult  occurred 
in  which  some  of  the  principal  people  were  implicated.' 
A  paper  was  sent  to  the  town  asserting  the  dangerous  doc- 
trine "  that  it  was  blood-^piiltinesB,  and  against  the  rule  of 
the  gospel,  to  execute  judgment  upon  transgieasors  against 
the  private  or  public  weal.*'  This  dogma  was  subversiYe  of 
all  civil  society.  If  alluwcd  it  would  pervert  one  of  the 
two  distinctive  priiu  i]»leB  of  Khodo  Island  liberty  to  the 
destruction  of  the  other  and  the  consequent  annihilation  of 
them  both.  It  was  then  that  Roger  Williams  wrote  to  the 
town  that  masterly  letter  which  will  endure  so  long  as  the 
principles  it  so  admirably  defines  shall  be  cherished  among 
men. 


"  There  goes  many  a  ship  to  sea,  with  many  hundred 

souls  in  one  ship,  whose  weal  and  woe  is  coTiiiuon,  and  is  a 
true  ])icture  of  a  com nKu uveal tli,  or  a  liinn;iii  comliination, 
or  society.  It  hath  fallen  out  sometimes  that  both  Papists 
and  Protestants,  Jews  and  Turks,  may  be  embarked  in 
one  ship ;  upon  which  suppoeal  I  affirm,  that  all  the  Hb- 

»  April  17,  lGa7.  ^  May  22,  1U58. 

'  Thomas  Olncy,  Robert  Williams,  John  Field,  William  Harris  and  othersL 
Staples*  Annals,  IIS. 
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erty  of  conscience,  that  ever  I  pleaded  for,  turns  upon  chap. 
these  two  hinges  :  tliat  none  of  the  PapistR,  Protestants^  J^JJJl^ 
Jews,  or  Turks,  he  forced  to  come  to  tlie  ship's  prayers  or  16  55. 
worship^  nor  compelled  from  their  own  particular  prayers 
or  worsbip,  if  they  practise  any.  I  further  add^  that  I 
never  denied,  that  notwithstanding  this  liberty,  the  com^ 
mander  of  this  ship  ought  to  command  the  ship's  course, 
yoa^  and  also  command  that  justice,  peace,  and  sobriety,  be 
kept  and  practised,  both  among  the  seamen  and  all  the 
passengerB.  If  any  of  the  seamen  refuse  to  perform  their 
service,  or  |)a.N>engers  to  pay  their  freiglit  ;  if  any  refuse 
to  help,  in  person  or  purse,  towards  the  common  charges 
or  defence;  if  any  refuse  to  o]}ey  the  common  laws  and 
orders  of  the  ship,  concerning  their  common  peace  or  pre- 
terration  ;  if  any  shall  mutmy  and  rise  up  against  their 
commanders  and  officers  ;  if  any  should  preach  or  write  that 
there  ought  to  he  no  commanders  or  officers,  because  all 
arc  equal  in  Clirist,  tliorelore  no  masters  nor  officers,  no 
lawfs  nor  orders,  no  corrcciiouis  nor  jiunishmonts  ;  I  Ray,  I 
never  denied,  but  in  such  cases,  whatever  is  pretended,  the 
ccHnmander  or  commanders  may  judge,  resist,  compel,  and 
punish  such  transgressors,  according  to  their  deserts  and  / 
merits." »  — 

Nowhere  have  the  limits  of  ciyil  and  religious  freedom 
been  more  aptly  illustrated  than  in  this  letter  of  the 
christian  statesman  who  lirtst  reduced  them  to  harmonious 

union.  Ifaroli 

Complaints  made  to  Cromwell  of  the  divisions  in  the  29, 
colony,  drew  from  him  a  brief  1(  tter  coniirming  the  charter 
and  promising  to  adjust  the  difiioulties. 

At  the  regular  annual  election  held  in  Providence  the 
same  general  officers  were  chosen  as  in  September,  except  ^^^^ 
Harris,  who  gave  place  to  Thomas  Olney  as  Assistant  for 
Providence,  Knight  wlio  was  defeated  by  George  Varker 
for  Sergeant,  and  Burden  who  was  displaced  by  John  fciaud- 

•  KaowlM,  379-SO. 
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CHAP,  ford,  88  Treasurer.  John  Greene,  Jr^msclioseii  Solicitov 
3^  General,  an  office  not  filled  at  the  former  election.  yThe 
1665.  court  roll  of  freemen  at  this  time  numbered  two  hundred 

22,  iiiitl  lort  y- seven  perjiuns,  of  whom  ri  ovidence  had  forty-two, 
Warwick  tbirty-eiglit,  Portsmonth  Hcventy-one,  and  New- 
port ninety-six.  More  than  two  thirds  of  the  strength  of 
the  colony  was  on  the  island.-  Newport  had  already  by  far 
the  largest  portion  and  was  rapidly  increasing.  The  dif- 
ference between  an  inhabitant  and  a  fireeman  should  be 
borne  in  mind.  Not  every  resident  was  a  leg^l  inhabitant 
Some  time  elapsed  after  one's  arrival  in  the  colony  before 
he  x;uuld  be  received  as  an  inliabitant,  particijtauug  tlierehy 
in  certain  rights  to  the  common  lands,  doing  jury  duty,  and 
being  eligible  to  some  of  the  lesper  town  offices.  If  his 
conduct  while  thus  situated  gave  satia^tion  he  might  be 
propounded  at  town  meeting  to  become  a  ireeman,  and  if 
no  valid  objection  was  brought  against  him,  at  the  next  • 
meeting  he  was  admitted  to  all  the  rights  of  the  fieemen, 
or  dose  corporators  of  the  colony. 

In  the  earlier  years  an  admission  as  freeman  sometimes 
brought  with  it  a  joint  ownership  in  the  land  purchaseJ, 
but  soon  it  came  to  convey  only  the  elective  franchise,  and 
even  this  was  not  always  confined  to  freemen,  for  afterwards 
by  a  town  law  in  ProTidence'  any  inhabitant  was  liable  to 
be  elected  to  office  and  finable  ibr  not  serving.  Two  yean 
later  all  who  held  lands  in  the  town  were  declared  to  be 
freemen.*  This  latter  feature  remained,  with  some  modi- 
fications,  till  the  adoption  of  the  State  Constitution. 
22-23.  At  this  scsbinn  the  general  Court  of  triak  was  ajipointed 
to  sit  once  a  year  in  each  town.  All  persons  were  required 
to  sign  a  submission  to  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  Par- 
liament. Those  who  refused  were  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  colony  laws  till  they  did  so.  Prisons  were  ordered 
to  be  built  at  Kewport  and  Warwick.   Providence  and 

'  Pttftsed  at  town  nieetiiig,  June  1G.'>6.  Annnls  of  Prov.,  118. 
*     do.  do.  May  1G5S.       do.        do.  124. 
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Portsmouth  were  each  to  bu3d  a  cage  and  to  furnish  it  chap. 
with  a  pair  of  stocks.  Very  full  laws  were  passed  regulat-  ^^ji;^ 
ing  the  sale  of  liquors.  This  subject  received  the  atten-  i  <i  5  5. 
tion  of  nearly  every  Assembly  and  has  been  the  most  froitful 
theme  of  legislation  for  more  than  two  handred  years. 
Two  taverns  weie  licensed  in  each  town,  and  leave  was 
irrantcd  to  the  towns  to  add  one  more  if  they  saw  fit. 
The  armed  opposition  to  autlionty  by  Olney  and  others, 
in  tlir  winter,  was  disciissc  d  aud  a  committeo  appointed  to 
inforiii  liim  of  the  Assembly's  view  of  the  matter.  Tliat 
the  disturbance  was  not  very  serious  may  be  inferred  from 
the  choice  of  Olney  as  an  assistant  and  from  his  taking 
the  engagement  after  conferring  with  the  committee.  At 
Ihe  next  town  meeting  it  waa  wisely  concluded  that  for 
the  colony's  sake,  who  have  since  chosen  Thomas  Olney  an 
assistant,  and  for  the  public  imion  and  peace's  sake,  it 
should  l>c  ])assed  l>y  and  no  more  nicntiuued." 

The  reception  of  tlie  letter  from  Cromwell  caused  a  28. 
special  session  of  the  Assembly  at  Portsmouth.  Letters 
of  thanks  were  voted  to  the  colony  agent  and  to  the  Lord 
President  of  the  Council,  requesting  the  latter  to  present 
their  suhmission  to  His  Highness  the  Lord  Protector.  .  A 
]aw  was  passed  requiring  that  any  who  might  be  convicted 
by  the  Assembly  as  leaders  of  fection  should  be  sent  as 
prisuueis  to  England  at  their  uwa  expense,  iLcrc  to  be 
tried  and  punished. 

That  strict  decorum  was  not  always  preserved,  although 
its  necessity  was  appreciated,  appears  by  tlie  last  act  of 
this  session ;  that  in  case  any  man  shall  strike  another 
person  in  y*  Court,  he  shall  either  be  fined  ten  pounds,  or 
be  whipt,  accoidinge  as  y*  Court  shall  see  meete." 

The  shortness  of  the  sessions,  and  the  early  hour  at 
which  the  Assemblies  met,  are  worthy  of  remark.  Three  or 
four  davs  were  then  found  tu  be  teufliLiLiit  lor  the  most  im- 
poitant  l)U>ine««,  and  the  daily  adjournments  were  ii^iinlly 
until  six  o'clock,  or  till  half  an  hour  or  one  hour  after 

Y0L.L — 17 
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CHAP,  sunrise  the  next  morning.  A  fine  ui  one  shilling  was  im- 
posed  for  absence  from  roll  call. 

1G6  5.       The  Warwick  dispute  leniamed  iinadjusted.  An  action 

Juue^  for  damages  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  was  brought 
by  the  Gortonists  against  Massachusetts,  before  the  Coun- 
cil of  State.  The  Indians  subject  to  Massachusetts  there 
and  at  Pawtuxet  continued  their  depredations.  The  Eng- 
lish subjects  at  tlie  lat  ter  place,  now  consisting  of  but  four 
families'  only  two  of  wlioni  still  lield  out  against  lUiude 
Island,  were  a  source  of  obstruction  to  the  authority  of  the 
colony.  The  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  powder  and  arms 
to  citizens  of  Bhode  Island  was  still  in  force  in  Massachu- 
setts.  Upon  these  four  points,  of  vital  importance  to  the 

Nov  .  prosperity  of  the  State,  President  Williams  wrote  to  the 
Government  of  Massachusetts,  urging  them  so  to  alter  their 
policy  as  to  prevent  complaints  against  them  from  beint? 
sent  to  England,  in  ships  then  ready  to  sail.*  Altliougli 
the  General  Cuin  t  wa^  thcu  iu  session  no  immediate  notice 
was  taken  of  thia  cumniunication. 

1665-0.  The  people  of  Providence,  alarmed  by  hostile  demon- 
strations  of  the  Indians,  decided  to  erect  a  fort  on  Stamp- 
er's UilL'  At  the  same  meeting  they  established  a  jus- 
tice's Court  for  the  trial  of  cases  not  exceeding  forty  shil- 

*  Stephen  Arnold,  Zachary  Rhorie!*,  William  Arnold  and  Williara  Carpen* 
ter.  Of  these  tbo  firsst-nanicd  dc,  Ircd  to  unite  with  Rhode  I>I;ind.  as  did  tho 
eccond  ftl.«o,  for,  being  a  ]):ii>ti>t,  he  was  virtually  banished  by  the  law  of  13tb 
Nov.  ir>44.  The  last  two  alouc  held  out,  under  pretence  of  fearing  to  offend 
Mussachnsetts  by  witbdmiriog  tliflir  allcgioQoe.  This  they  did,  hawtrUf 
tiirec  years  Itter,  Oct  2S,  1658,  hj  oonsent  of  the  Qonenl  Comt 

*  Th«  letter  ii  foimd  in  &  I.  CoL  Kec.  i  322-6,  and  Haxud'i  Sl»t«  Ftt- 
pers,  i.  010-11. 

'  The  tradition,  presen'cd  by  Jn  lge  StnpTcs,  in  Annals  of  Providence,  p. 
117,  gives  n  rnrious  derivation  fur  this  name,  and  illustrates  the  c  iv^tint  dan- 
•  gcrs  to  whicli  tiie  early  8ettler.s  were  exposed.    "  Soon  after  the  studemcnt  of 

Provuleucc  a  body  of  Indians  approaohed  tiie  town  in  a  hostile  manner. 
Some  of  the  townsmen,  hj  tunning  and  stamping  on  thl«  hill,  induced  them 
to  hsjiere  that  there  was  a  laige  wunber  of  man  ctationed  there  to  oppoie 
ihem,  upon  which  they  relinquished  their  design  and  VStured.  FfOm  thisdr* 
coinitance  tlie  hili  waa  always  called  Stamper's  HiU.** 
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lings  in  amount  Boger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  and  chap.  * 
Thomas  Harris,  were  choseu  judges  of  this  Court.   The  Jjjl, 

former  was  then  President  of  the  colony,  Olney  was  the  l6W-e. 
General  Assistant  for  l*rovi«lcnce,  {iial  liunits  was  .i  member 
of  the  Assembly.  That  tlie  smallest  tribunal  in  a  town 
should  be  composed  of  such  members  speaks  well  for  the 
public  spirit  of  the  leading  men,  and  for  the  caie  taken  in 
the  administiation  of  justice. 

At  the  general  Court  of  trials  held  at  Warwick,  Mr.  ^^^^^ 
Coddington  appeared  as  one  of  the  newly  elected  commis*  11, 
nonera  from  Newport.  His  election  caused  so  much  dis- 
satisfaction that  an  investigation  was  had  by  the  Assembly, 
the  jury  meanwhile  1)eing  dismissed.  The  result  was  a 
formal  submission  to  the  authority  ol  the  colony  in  these 
words : 

"  I  William  Coddington,  doe  hereby  submit  to  y* 
authoritie  of  His  Highness  in  this  Colonic  as  it  is  now 
united,  and  that  with  all  my  heart/' 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned,  while  the  Court  of  trials  17. 
proceeded,  after  which  it  (^^in  convened  at  the  same 
place.  The  committee  of  iuvcbtigation  reported  favora- 
bly on  Ooddiugton's  riij;ht  to  a  scat,  but  advised  that  a 
letter  be  sent  to  the  Agent  in  England,  giving  their 
reasons  fi>r  receiving  him,  and  asking  for  a  discharge  of 
the  complaints  entered  against  him  before  the  Council  of 
State.  He  had  incurred  a  fine  for  withholding  the  colony 
records  fiom  the  last  Assembly,  and  this  fine  it  was  Yoted 
not  to  remit.  Guns,  irimilar  to  some  he  had  brought  over 
from  England,  were  found  in  possession  of  tlie  Indians. 
He  was  therefore  required  to  account  for  the  disposal  of 
his.  Certain  proceedings  prejndinal  to  Coddington  during 
the  time  of  liis  usurpation,  were  cut  out  from  the  records 
and  given  to  him — a  mutilation  much  to  be  regretted,  as 
.  it  deprives  us  of  all  information  concerning  his  administra- 
tkm.  The  presentments  against  him  and  some  of  his 
partisans  on  the  Island  records  were  annulled. 
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*    CHAP.      The  custom  of  leferring  particular  items  of  busmess  fo 
sub-committees,  which  gave  rise  to  the  modem  system  of 

Mi^h  standing  committees,  was  early  introduced  into  our 
Assembly.  There  is  scarcely  a  session,  since  the  reunion, 
at  wliicli  one  or  more  Hiib-committees  -sverc  not  appointed. 
Prior  to  that  time,  all  businefis  was  done  hv  deliberation 
of  the  whole  body.  A  warrant  was  issued  to  bring  Pum- 
ham  before  the  Court  to  answer  complaints  fiom  the  town 
of  Warwick,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  treat 
with  him,  and  to  report  at  the  next  session.  Marriages 
were  ordered  to  be  published  at  town  meetings,  or  on 
training  (la}  s  at  the  head  of  tlie  company,  or  by  writing 
posted  in  some  pnblic  plaee,  signed  by  a  magistrate.  If 
tlie  l)ainiH  were  lorludden,  the  ca^e  was  to  l)e  heard  by 
two  magistrates  ;  should  they  allow  it,  the  parties  might 
marry  ;  ])ut  if  not,  the  general  Court  of  trials  were  to 
decide  it.  Tavern  bars  were  to  be  closed  at  nine  o'clock 
at  night.  The  age  of  majority  was  £xed  at  twentj-cme 
years.  No  magistrate,  during  the  trial  of  a  case,  was 
permitted  to  leave  the  bench  without  permission  from  the 
Court,  imder  a  heavy  penalty,  as  such  an  act  might  bia£ 
the  jury,  and  tlins  imperil  a  jnst  cause. 

1C66.  letter  to  the  General  Court,  at  their  November 

flessioD,  having  received  no  reply,  Williams,  in  the  spring, 
wrote  to  Governor  Endicott,  who  invited  him  to  come  to 
May  Boston.  A  second  official  letter  was  sent  to  the  Court, 
cf  the  same  tenor  as  the  fixnner  one ;  and  a  few  days 
after,  Mr.  Williamg,  then  in  Boston,  wrote  to  the  Court, 
17.  e.  1  resting  his  gratification  ut  tlie  progress  of  alliiiis  with 
Fumiiani,  which,  it  would  seem,  were  intrusted  to  his 
management.' 

>  An  amiuing  cntiy  In  tihe  Warwick  reooicU  of  IStli  Hay  of  this  year 

shows  the  provision  made  by  that  town  for  this  journey  of  tL.  P^c^i^lont. 

"  Onlrri'd  flint  fi>rty  ♦iln11inp'<!  Iro  sont  out  of  the  treasury  unto  Mr.  Roijfr  Wil- 
liam'',  nnd  n  pair  oi  Breecboa  for  liis  Indinn,  nt  wvon  ?hi!!iiii:^  slx- 

ptuce  at  0  pr  pcuuy,  as  ol^io  a  horse  for  his  juuriicy  uuto  iSo^lou  m*i  bBcls. 
ogma." 
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At  ike  general  election  held  in  Portsmouth,  Koger  chai*. 
Williams  was  again  chosen  President.    The  Assistants  ^^.^ 
were  Tkomas  Olney  for  Provideiice^  William  Balaton  fof  166  6. 
Portamoatby  John  Ooggeshall  for  Newport^  and  Jolm 
Weeks  for  Warwick,  he  having  the  next  highest  vote  to 
Bandall  Holden,  who,  being  elected,  declined  to  aeire, 
and  whose  fine  of  five  poiinda  for  refusing  was  offset  by 
hiii  services  ])reviouBly  rendered.    John  Sandibrd  was  made 
Becorder  and  Treasurer  ;  George  Parker,  Sergeant  ;  John 
Easton,  Attomey-Gkneral ;  and  Richard  Bulgar^  Solicitor. 
The  Assemblyy  as  uaual,  met  the  next  day,  and  -sat 
three  days. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  controyersy  with  the  Fawtuxet  21-S8. 
men  should  he  closed  by  arbitration,  aiter  which  they 

were  to  be  received  as  freemen  of  the  colony.  Whoever 

should  deface  or  destroy  any  instrument  of  justice  was  to 

make  reparation  for  the  injury,  ;ind  to  he  confined  for  six 

hours  in  the  stocks.    Leave  was  granted  to  William 

Blackstone  to  enter  the  titles  of  his  land  in  the  records 

of  land  evidence  in  the  colony.    This  was  doubtless  for 

the  sake  of  conyenience,  he  living  near  Providence, 

althongh  at  that  time  in  the  Plimouth  jurisdiction,  as 

appears  from  letters  of  administration  granted  by  that 

colony  at  Ids  decease.    At  the  autunm  session,  held  like-  , 

.  .  '  Oct. 

wise  at  Portsmouth,  provision  was  made  for  supplying  lo. 
any  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  a  general  officer. 
Whoever  had  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  was  to 
£11  the  place  till  the  ensuing  May  election,  or  in  case  the 
choice  had  been  unanimous,  the  town  where  the  vacancy 
occurred  was  to  elect  a  successor.  This  action  was  caused 
by  the  death  of  the  Sergeant,  George  Parker,  the  first 
general  officer  who  died  in  place.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Pvichard  Knight,  who  had  been  his  competitor  at  the 
gprin}^  election. 

One  of  the  most  serious  diflerences  that  ever  disturbed  * 
the  colony  commenced  about  this  time.   The  free  piinci- 
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CHAP.  V^^'^  "J^  the  StJito  were  coobtantly  liable  to  abuse  by  those 
whom  they  attracted  hither.    The  dwtmction  between  li- 

^OcL    ^^^^  liberty  was  not  yet  bo  dearly  drawu  but 

xo.  that  flome  strong  intellects  £uled  to  see  it  as  it  existed  in 
the  mind  of  Roger  WilHams,  or  as  set  forth  in  his  reniail&' 
able  letter  before  given.  The  paper  which  produced  that 
letter  expressed  a  most  dangerous  idea,  but  one  tliat  luund 
an  earnest  and  able  ehami>ion  in  Wilb'am  Harris,  between 
\Yhom  and  \Viliiani«  an  inveterate  hostility  arose.  The 
sources  of  this  euiiiity  appear  to  have  been  their  di^Ceient 
views  of  the  nature  of  liberty,  and  the  proceedings  result- 
ing from  this  difference.  It  was  carried  to  a  degree  of 
personal  inyective  that  mars  the  exalted  character  of  Wil- 
liams  aiid  detracts  from  the  dignity  and  worth  of  hie  op- 
ponent. It  was  never  forgotten  by  the  one  or  forgiven  by 
tlie  otluT.  Both  were  men  ol  ardent  feelings  and  of  great 
adu  i  -  ,  wiiosc  mental  activity  was  never  at  rest.  Harris, 
unlbrtunately,  was  almost  constantly  employed  in  business 
that  was  inimical  to  tlie  interests  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
from  this  time  forward  assumed  the  position  that  the  Ar- 
nolds of  Pawtuxet  had  before  held,  either  as  a  leader  of 
ftction  within  the  State  or  the  agent  and  representative 
of  adverse  interests  abroad.  This  is  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted because  he  hrouj^ht  tu  whatever  he  luidertouk  the 
refsourees  uf  a  great  mind  and,  tu  ail  api)earaneej  the  hon- 
est convictions  of  an  earnest  soul.  On  this  acei>unt  ho 
was  a  more  dangerous  opponent  and  required  stringent 
measnree  to  suppress  the  errors  of  his  political  creed.  80 
jfar  only  as  this  controvert  had  a  public  character  we  shall 
follow  its  development  through  a  long  series  of  years. 
Let  the  more  repulsive  ^tures  of  personal  rancor  be  con- 
signed to  oblivion  !  Harris  had  published  that  he  that 
can  say  it  is  his  conscience  ought  not  to  yield  subjection 
to  any  human  order  auiuugbt  men  ami  had  attempted  to 
Bustaiu  the  subversive  doctrine  by  abundant  perversions 
of  scriptural  quotation*   It  was  much  such  an  announce- 
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ment  as  had  aroiued  the  pen  of  Williams  two  yean  before,  chap 
He  now  adopted  seveier  means  to  crash  the  reiterated  M- 
lacy.    As  President  of  the  colony  he  issued  a  warrant  for  ^''^j 
the  arrest  of  Harris  on  the  charge  of  high  treason  against  12. 
the  Con iiiion wealth  of  England.* 

At  the  next  election  held  in  Newport,  Williams  was 
not  a  candidate.  Benedict  Arnold  was  chof^on  President ;  19. 
Arthur  Fen ncr  of  Providence,  William  Balston  of  Ports- 
mouth,  Bichard  Tew  of  Newport,  and  Bandall  Holden  of  ^ 
Warwick,  Assistants,  John  Greene  Jr.,  Attorney  General, 
and  James  Kogers,  Solicitor.  The  other  three  general 
offices  remained  as  before.  The  trial  of  Harris  could  not 
proceed  on  account  of  the  absence  of  his  accuser.  Both 
parties  were  warned  to  ajtpoar  at  an  ndjonrned  session  in 
Warwick.   At  thifi  special  session  Harris  was  required  to  '^^^ 

'  Two  oopieB  of  this  warrant  ton  «^  preserved  mnoDg  the  papers  of  WU- 
Haai  HarrU,  now  iu  tho  pos^ci^Bion  of  Wm.  J.  Harris,  Eaq.,  of  ProTldenoe, 
whoM  kinducss  in  placing  theso  valuable  MSS.  in  the  linnds  of  tho  writer  ha 
]u  Tv  hf^^  If'.ive  to  acknowk'd;^c.  Tlu'  wnrrriTit  i-cads  as  follows  :  "  Whereas, 
Wiiiium  Harris  of  Pn.videuce,  pulili^iie«i  to  all  ibc  towns  in  the  colony  »l;in- 
gcrou«  writings  contuiuing  his  notorious  dcfi:Uice  to  the  authority  of  hi^  Light 
dHi  tiia  Loid  Frotador,  Ae^  and  tbe  Ugh  Ckwrt  of  ParUament  of  England, 
aa  alao  hia  notoriMit  attempts  to  draw  all  Iba  English  sulgecta  of  this  colony 
into  a  tidtoious  tvaomndug  of  thmr  allegiaiKie  and  sobjectioii,  and  whereas 
the  said  William  Harris  now  openly  in  the  face  of  the  Court,  <1cclareth  bliii* 
fcclf  resolved  to  maintain  tin-  .-;i)d  writln  with  his  blood;  Theso  are  thore- 
fntr  in  the  name  of  Uis  Hig)ine>i  th«»  Lor.l  i'rot»'Ctor,  strictly  to  will  and  re- 
tiuiit!  you  to  apprehend  the  said  \V  iliiatu  ilart  is,  and  to  keep  him  in  safe  cus- 
tody taitil  hii  appearanco  before  tho  General  Assembly  of  thu  cobuy  in  May 
next  enaning  at  Newport,  before  which  Assembly  he  ia  to  ba  eonTicted  and 
aeot  ibr  Enghnd,  or  aoquitted  aooording  to  law  of  the  cdony  eatabliahad 
aoMDgst  US.  And  you  arc  also  hanby  authorized  to  take  oU  due  care  that 
hut  land  and  estate  be  faithfully  secured  to  the  U8c  of  his  highness,  tho  Lord 
Prot'  ctor,  in  cn-f  of  the  rmiviction  of  th  *  said  WilHnm  Ifsirri-i  in  tlie  CJeneral 
A:^-^  liiWv  till-  colony  as  aforesaid;  for  tbe  due  j'li  t"<inn:ni<o  of"  iill  whi^h 
pn-nii'ca,  ull  liU  UighncsA*  officers  in  this  colony,  butli  civil  aud  uuliury,  uud 
oil  his  Highness'  subjects  in  this  colony  are  heveby  htruighdy  required  to  be 
aidu^  and  assistii^  aa  they  will  answer  to  the  oontraiy  at  thatr  peril 

"Roan  WiLUAMi^  Prtmdtni. 
To  Mr.  RiCHABD  Kxiwirr,  Gfnernl  Sergtant.*^ 

This  wanant  la  dated   Newport,  12th  of  the  1st  mo^  1668  and  1657,  so 
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CHAP,  read  a  copy  of  his  book  upon  which  the  nii])o:i('liment  was 
based  while  Williams  read  the  original.   Williams  thea 
1667.  read  to  the  Goiut  his  letter  contaimng  the  accnsatioiiy  also 
4/  a  copy  cf  bis  charge,  and  his  reply  to  Harris'  book.  It 

was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report  what  further  pro- 
ceedings were  desiraLlc.  Thev  advised  that  the  papers 
he  sent  to  Eiigluiul  for  examiuatioii  and  that  Harris  should 
give  bonds  for  good  behavior  till  the  result  was  known. 
A  committee  was  thereupon  appointed  to  write  to  John 
Clarke  a  suitable  letter  to  accompany  these  papers,  and 
Harris  and  his  son  Andrew  were  placed  under  bonds  c£ 
fiye  hundred  pounds. 

The  English  settled  in  the  Pequot  oonntry  were  ever 
thwarting  the  efforts  of  the  Karragansets  to  avenge  their 
wrongs  upon  Unca^^.  The  Muliawks  were  in  league  with 
the  Xarrnganscts  a^^^aiiist  the  IMohegans,  and  were  advanc- 
ing in  force  to  attack  them.  The  Narraganbets  applied  to 
the  Gcncml  Assembly  to  remonstrate  with  the  English  on 
their  conduct  in  always  giving  warning,  through  their 
scouts,  to  Uncas  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy^  lest  the 
Mohawks,  being  enraged  thereby,  should  attack  the  Eng- 
lish themselves.  The  Assembly  wrote  a  letter  to  Capt. 
Denison  and  others  in  accordance  Avltli  this  request,  that 
for  peace  sake  they  ishould  alluw  tlie  Indians  to  liL^lit  ont 
their  own  quarrels — a  grain  of  advice  which,  if  followed, 
would  have  done  more  than  any  thing  else  to  secure  the 
good-will  of  those  powerful  tribes. 

The  year  1656  will  be  darkly  memorable  in  the  annals 
of  New  England  for  the  arrival  of  the  Quakers  and  the 
commencement  of  their  persecution  at  Boston.  The  ap- 
peamnee  of  this  "cursed  sect  of  heretics"*  su  alarmed  the 
Puritans  that  a  day  of  public  humiliation  was  appointed" 
to  be  held  in  all  the  churches  mainly  on  their  account. 
A  stringent  law  was  enacted  for  their  suppression'  and 

>  PxMnUe  to  law  of  Oct  14tih,  1666»  11  C.  H,  itl  416. 

« Mnj  1 1th,  I  nr>r.,  to  be  held  June  llOi. 
*Oct.  lith,  i(i56. 
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two  years  later  their  tenets  were  made  a  capital  offence.^  chap 
Fines,  imprisonment,  whipping,  banishment,  mutilation,  /jj^ 
and  death,  were  denounced  and  inflicted  upon  them.  The  1^57. 
wildest  &natici8m  on  their  part  was  met  by  a  frenzied 

bigotry  on  the  other.  Acts  that  made  the  perpetrators 
amenable  to  the  statute  as^ninst  nuisances  were  visited 
with  the  penalties  provided  against  heresies.  Tlie  ntrait- 
jacket  or  temporary  confinement  would  have  been  the 
proper  treatment  in  many  cases  that  were  consigned  to 
the  soouige  or  the  scaffold.  The  vagaries  of  morbid  minds, 
not  morally  accountable  for  the  indecencies  they  committed, 
were  visited  with  the  same  penalties  that  awaited  the  rob- 
ber or  the  assassin.*  Nor  was  severity  confined  to  cases 
like  these,  but  people  ol"  hlaniek\<s  conduct  alike  suftered, 
on  the  same  ground,  fur  heretical  opinions.  For  five  years 
this  persecution  continued,  until  stayed  by  an  order  from 
Charles  11.^  req^uiriug  that  capital  and  corporal  punish- 
ments of  the  Quakers  should  cease,  and  that  such  as  were 
obnoxious  should  be  sent  to  England.^  That  Bhode  Island 
became  a  city  of  refuge  for  those  who  fled  from  this  fieiy 

>  Oct.  19th,  1658. 

*  **  At  Botloit  one  Qwrg^  Wflion,  Mid  at  Gambridgft  ElialMtb  HoiUm 
«enft  cij^ng  timi^tiw  streets  tiutt  Ae  Lord  was  eomiiigwidi  five  and  sword 

to  plead  with  thpm.  Thn:ifias  Newhoose  w«xt  into  tho  meeting  hoow  at  Bos> 
ton  wjtli  a  (•oii[ilo  of  ^lii^-t  hottlos,  and  broke  tlicm  before  tho  congfrcgation, 
•nd  tlireateiied  ''I'lms  will  tiic  Lord  break  you  in  pjfr^s.'  Another  tiino  M. 
Brewster  came  in  with  her  face  smeared  nud  as  black  m  a  coal.  Deborah 
Wiliion  went  throogh  the  streets  of  Salem  naked  as  tho  came  into  the  world, 
far  wbicb  she  was  well  whipped.  One  of  tiie  sect  apolt^^ng  for  tbu  be- 
iMtior  said,  *If  Ae  Lord  did  stir  up  any  of  bis  dao^ters  to  be  a  sign  of 
the  nakedness  of  others,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  great  cross  to  a  modest  woinaa's 
spirit,  but  tho  Lord  must  bo  obeyed.'"    Hutch.  i.  '20?,- \.    \  display 

of  prurient  ]>I(  ty  like  this  last  oocnrred  also  in  one  of  tho  churches.  New 
iCnglaiid  Judged,  Part  ii.  p.  69. 

*  9th  Sept.,  1061. 

*  See  Hutobinson^s  Masa,  i.  196-204 ;  BisbopTs  New  Engbnd  Jndged, 
Part  Isty  4t0k,  176  pp.  London,  16G1,  and  Part  2d,  4to.,  147  pp.,  1667.  New 
Eni^and  Ensign,  London,  1659,  Ito.,  121  pp.  S<-vcT:tl  Hhode  Island  people 
•were  victims  of  this  per^frnfion,  \\1h),-o  -ufVc  rin;^^  will  bo  noticed  i«i  the  proper 
p!are.  Man*,  wife  of  Wm.  Dyrc,  Secretary  ot"  lilirvde  I-'lnnd  colony,  was  pnt 
to  death,  and  Thomas  llarris  and  others  were  sererelj  maltreated. 
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CHAP,  ordeal  Tcxed  the  United  Goloniefl.   The  Ooimpi—ioiiew. 

VIII 

.^"Cr  asaembled  at  BoBton^  wrote  a  letter  uiging  Bhode  Islaiid 
^^^l'  ^  Quakers  already  there  and  to  prohibit  any 

^    more  from  coming  to  the  State.  *    To  thra  request  Uta 

President  and  Assistants,  met  at  the  Court  of  trials  in 
Ppjvidence,  replied,  that  there  was  no  law  hv  wiiicli  men 
conid  Ik:  ]tunislicd  in  Rhode  Island  for  their  opinions,  and 
that  the  Quakers  being  immolestcd,  were  becoming  dis« 
gusted  at  their  want  of  success ;  but  that  in  case  of  any 
eztraTagandes,  like  those  referred  to,  being  committed,  the 
1657-8.  next  (General  Assembly  would  provide  a  corrective.  Thai 
13^  body  met  at  Portsmouth  and  addressed  another  letter  to 
the  Massachusetts  on  the  same  subject.  In  this  letter 
they  say  that  freedom  of  conscience  was  the  ground  of 
their  charter  and  bhall  1k'  maintained  ;  that  if  tlie  Qua- 
kers violate  the  laws  or  reluse  to  conform  thereto  in  any 
respect,  complain  i  n  gainst  them  will  be  made  in  England 
and  the  more  readily  as  these  people  are  there  tolerated.* 
On  the  same  day  a  letter  was  sent  to  Plymouth  deny- 
ing the  claim  set  up  by  that  colony  to  Hog  island,  which 
was  purchased  by  Bicbard  Bmith  from  Wamsutta,  sachem 
ol"  tlic  ^^'ampanoag8.  The  question  was  left  to  the  i'res- 
ident  and  Thomas  Willett  to  be  settled,  by  whom  it  wag 
advised  to  adjust  tlie  matter  by  arhitration,  whicli  alter 
much  delay  was  done,  and  the  right  of  Khode  Island  to 
the  land  in  dispute  ultimat  ly  sustained.  Hope  island 
had  been  given  to  Roger  Williams  by  Miantinomi  many 
years  before  but  was  still  occupied  by  Lidiana.  The  Court 
ordered  that  the  Sachems  should  remove  their  subjects  to 
leave  Mr.  Williams  in  possession.  Gould  island  had  been 
purchased  of  tlie  Tiidiuus  a  year  before^  by  Thomas  Gould, 
and  about  the  same  time*  the  great  Pettiquamscut  pur> 

'  ll:i/ard,  ii.  370-1. 

^  Both  thcfie  letters  and  also  Umt  to  which  thoj  aro  the  replies,  are  given 
in  B.  L  CoL  ]l«o.,  L  874-880. 

•  Mtfdi  281b,  1857.  *  Jmuj  9(Mb,  1887. 
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chase,  in  what  is  now  South  Kingston,  was  commenced,  chap. 
Bepeated  additions  were  made  to  this  tract,  and  difficulties 
nith  adjoining  purchaaexs  arose  when  the  chums  of  Massa-  1 66  & 
chnsetts  to  the  Nanraganset  conntiy  came  to  be  mged.* 
These  fiequent  purchases  caused  so  much  tioaUe  that  the 
Assembly  soon  afterwards  prohibited  any  f^rtlier  purchases 
of  land  or  isLiuds  trom  the  IiulianH  within  tlie  colony  with-  2. 
out  ex]ire8s  perniissii  m  irom  that  hody,  on  pain  of  forfeiture 
of  the  land,  and  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  hesides. 

At  the  general  election,  held  in  Warwick,  the  only 
chaages  made  were  in  tlie  Assistants  for  Providence  and 
Newport;  William  Field  being  chosen  fi)r  the  ibnner  and 
Joseph  Clarke  for  the  latter.  All  the  other  offices  remained 
as  before^  Upon  the  condusion  of  peace  between  England 
and  Holland  the  law  prohibiting  trade  with  the  Dutch  was 
repealed,  but  there  were  still  some  lawless  i>ersoiis,  who, 
pretending  commissions  from  Rhode  Island,  nuiioyed  the 
Dutch  commerce  by  seizing  their  goods  and  vessels.  To 
prevent  their  recurrence  these  outrages  were  denounced  as 
felony.  The  order  to  build  prisons  and  cages  not  having 
been  obeyed^  it  was  repealed,  and  the  prison  built  at  New- 
port was  directed  to  bo  for  the  cdony  vm,  the  other  towns 
contributing  towards  its  cost. 

The  long  pending  difficulties  with  the  PawtuxcL  men 
were  now  terminated  by  their  withdrawal  tium  the  juris- 
diction of  Masiiachusetts,  and  acknowledgin-.r  allegiance  to 
Bhode  I&land.  William  Arnold  and  Wilham  Carpenter, 
for  themselves  and  their  friends,  petitioned  the  General 
Court  for  a  foil  dischaige  of  their  perBons  and  estates  from  ^ 
sobjection  to  Massachusetts.  This  was  granted  provided 
they  rendered  an  account  of  their  proceedings  against  the 
"Warwick  men  under  the  commission  of  Massachusetts  fif- 

'  The  detoiU  And  sabsequont  history  of  this  pnreha?o  nrc  ptvon  hy  Mr. 
I'ottcr,  in  R.  T.  IT.  C,  iii.  275-99.  The  origixiiil  proprietor'  uitc  .Saiimel 
"Wilbor,  John  Hull  oi  Boistou,  John  Porter,  Samuel  Wilson,  Tbomiu»  Mum- 
fbid.  At  ft  kSarpefiod  Wniink  Bmton  and  B«iwdiel  AmoU  w«ie  tdtnit- 
tad. 
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CHAF.  teen  years  before,  and  that  the  Greenes  and  others  should 
have  liberty  to  prosecute  them  in  any  of  the  Massachiifietts 

166a  GoaitB^  for  injuries  received  thereby.  Tlils  Iiappj  result 
was  effected  hj  the  mediation  of  Boger  Williama  At  the 
next  General  Court  in  October  the  sentence  of  bsniskhmeoLt 
against  the  Warwick  men  was  so  fiur  relaxed  that  leave 
was  granted  to  John  Greene,  sen.,  to  visit  his  friends  for 
one  month.  Tlic  bond  required  from  Arnold  to  answer 
any  suit  brought  by  the  Greenes  was  limited  to  one  year, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  petitioned  the  Court 
for  certain  amounts  of  damage  sustained  by  him  in  execut- 
ing the  commission  against  the  Gortonists.  The  account 
was  referred  and  ultimately  extended,  and  in  part  allowed, 
but  the  committee's  report  was  better  calculated  to  satisfy 
the  Greenes  than  the  petitioner.* 

gpp^         The  Commissioners  nf  the  United  Colonies  wrote  to  all 

23.    the  General  Courts  nr'^inf^  severer  measures  Uiiiunst  the 

Quakers.    Massachusetts  acted  at  once  on  the  siigg(.^stion, 

and  passed  a  law  punishing  with  death  any  Quakers  who 

should  return  after  sentence  of  banishment.   Bhode  Island 

again  was  urged  to  join  in  the  fierce  oppression.  Threats 

of  exclusion  from  all  intercourse  or  trade  with  the  rest  of 

New  England  were  made  to  force  her  fiom  her  fidelity  to 

the  cause  of  religious  freedom,  but  in  vain.    The  result 

WHS  an  aj)})eal  to  (.'romwell  by  the  General  Assembly  that 

"  they  may  not  be  compelled  to  exercise  any  civil  power 

'  over  men's  consciences,  so  long  as  human  orders,  in  point 

of  ci\'ility,  are  not  corrupted  or  violated."    A  letter  waa 

sent  to  John  Clarke  to  be  presented  to  Uis  Highness^ 

which  contains  this  request,  and  clearly  distinguishes  be* 

tween  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  duties  of  the  cit- 
izen.* 

«  M.  C.  B.  IT.  Part  i.  p.  888. 

*  Th»  petitioD  was  Oct.  ISth,  1869.  The  fepoit  waa  nia^  Nor.  IMu 

See  M.  C.  R.,  iv.  Part  i.  411,  and  R.  I.  H,  C,  IL  20&-12,   Ha  aftenrarda. 
1G03,  presented  an  ext. n  i  l  an  (unit,  which  waa  wttled  bj  oampitH&iM,  Oot 
aiet,  IG63,    M.  r.  li,  iv.  Part  ii.  p.  7S,  93. 
'  Thi*  letter  is  in  R.  I.  CoL  R«c.,  i.  396-9. 
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While  Rhode  laland  was  thus  defending  her  libexal  chap. 
eentiments,  her  citizens  without  distinction  of  sex  or  age 
were  sufiering  from  Puritan  persecutions.   A  Mrs.  Ckrdner  1658. 

of  Newport,  the  mother  of  several  children,  and  a  woman  ^J^^ 
of  good  report,  luiviiiL,^  become  a  Quaker,  went  to  Wey- 
mouth, with  nn  intant  at  her  breast,  taking  witli  her  a 
nurse,  Mary  »Siauton,  to  attend  the  child.    There  they 
were  arrested  and  taken  before  Governor  Endicot  by  whom 
they  were  sent  to  prison^  flogged  with  ten  stripes  each,  and 
closely  confined  for  two  weeks.^   Thomas  Harris  of  Bar- 
badoes,  who  had  settled  in  Rhode  Island,  went  to  Boston 
with  two  others  of  the  same  sect,  where,  after  service  at  j^q^ 
church,  he  gave  great  offence  by  haranguing  the  congrega-  17. 
tion,  an  indiscretion  wliieli  may  have  deserved  bomc  pun- 
ishment but  not  the  severity  ho  received.    He  was  flogged, 
imprisoned  for  'eleven  days,  during  five  of  which  he  was  not 
allowed  food  or  water,  because  he  refused  to  work  at  the  23. 
jailer's  bidding,  severely  whipped  by  the  jailer,  and  again 
publicly  with  eeyeral  others,  receiying  fifteen  stripes.* 

Catharine,  wife  of  Richard  Boot  of  Providence,  and  sister 
of  the  celebrated  Ann  Ihitchiniiou,  met  wiih  a  Miiillar  fate. 
She  went  to  Boston  to  witness  the  nuitilatiou  of  three 
of  her  brethren,  whoEc  ri«^lit  ears  were  cut  off  by  the  hang- 
man in  execution  of  the  law  against  Quakers.  For  re- 
monstrating upon  this  cruelty  she  was  imprisoned  for  two 
weeks  and  then  publi^y  flogged.'  She  was  advanced  in  Oct. 
life,  had  been  married  twenty  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  ^* 
several  children,  two  of  whom  suffered  in  the  same  cause. 
The  severity  of  these  proceedings  and  the  increasing  rigor 
of  tlie  statutes  passed  at  every  j^ession  of  tlie  General  Court 
agaiuBt  the  Quakers,  caused  many  of  them  to  seek  a  home 
in  Bhode  Island.  But  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  was  not 
yBt  appeased.   From  flue  and  imprisonment  it  proceeded 

'  New  Lri;:;Iaiifl  Kn«igTi,  72-3.    Bnliop's  New  Efg^ftPd  Jodg^  47. 
'  July  VJth.    New  England  Ensign,  73-5. 
'  New  England  Judged,  75. 
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CH  AP,  to  apply  whipping  and  mntOationy  then  IxmifllLXDeiit,  and 
finally  death  to  the  unfortunate  Qoaken.   This  last  out- 
1668.  rage  upon  humanity  was  opposed      the  deputies  and  by 

29/  the  p^reat  mass  of  the  people,  who  wore  always  ahead  of 
their  rulers  in  liberal  feeling  and  in  their  sense  ol  jiKtice 
and  of  right.  Tlic  magistrates  and  elergy*  were  zealous 
in  its  favor.  The  deputies  yielded  by  a  majority  of  one, 
and  thus  placed  another  blot  on  the  annals  of  Massachu- 
setts to  the  eternal  disgraoe  of  Puritan  legislation.  The 
next  year  was  to  witness  the  ezeoatioa  of  this  cmd  statate 
in  the  case  of  a  Rhode  Island  Tictim. 
Nov.  To  prevent  furtluT  trouhlo  like  that  which  had  just 
been  so  lortimately  ended  with  Pawtuxet,  the  AsHemhly, 
convened  at  Warwick,  decreed  that  no  one  hhould  liere- 
at  ter  }^ubmit  his  lands  to  any  other  jurisdiction,  or  attempt 
to  bring  in  any  foreign  gOTemment  within  the  colony  on 
pain  of  confiscation.  No  law  was  to  he  in  force  until 
twenty  days  after  the  adjoununent  of  the  Assembly.  This 
was  to  aUow  ten  days  for  the  recorder  to  fhrnish  each  town 
clerk  with  a  copy  of  the  acts  of  the  session,  and  ten  more 
for  the  towns  to  consider  them,  and  if  they  disai)proved  to 
notify  the  President  and  thus  to  annul  the  statute.  The 
Assembly  decided  to  have  but  one  annual  sessiou,  to  be 
held  at  the  May  election,  but  this  was  rarely  found  to  suf- 
fice. They  also  reduced  the  sittings  of  the  Oourt  of  trials 
to  two,  in  March  and  October.  The  President  and  General 
Oonncil  might  call  extra  meetings  of  the  Assembly.  This 
council  was  composed  of  the  President,  Assistants,  and 
Oct.  Magistrates.    No  law  creatine^  it  can  be  foiuul,  and 

14.  hut  three  meotinp^s  appear  on  tlic  records — one  at  War- 
wick, just  prior  to  tliis  session,  at  which  no  business  of  im- 
portance was  transacted,  and  the  other  two  at  Providence 
in  the  following  spring.   At  the  first  of  these,  warrants 

'  **  III  lia  n-ficos  ;^l:i(1io  vfntlicnndum  e^t,"  wns  n  motto  of  Cnlvin,  well 
as  of  Rome,  and  too  faithfully  followed  by  hxa  atern  diadple«  in  Massa&ha- 
•etta. 
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were  issued  to  arrest  Pumhani  for  msurrection  in  cauBiug  ch.\p. 
a  riot  to  rescae  a  felon  in  Warwick,  and  some  other  Indiaiui 
for  robbery  committed  upon  William  Arnold  at  Pawtnxet 
Two  days  affcerwaid  the  council  met  fair  the  hat  time  to  9. 
publish  the  proclamation  of  Bichaid^  Loid  Protector,  who 
had  succeeded  to  the  supreme  authority  on  the  death  ci 
liis  lather  in  8c])teml)er.  It  was  ordered  to  be  read  at 
town  meeting,  and  at  the  head  of  every  military  company 
in  the  colony  on  the  follox\nng  Tuesday. 

At  the  general  election  held  in  Providence  the  same  166  9. 
officers  were  retained  throughout,  except  Km  gli  t ,  Sergeant, 
who  was  displaced  by  James  Bogers.  The  dispute  with 
Plymouth  about  Hog  island  not  having  been  settled,  the 
Assembly  again  appointed  four  Oommissionen  to  meet 
the  same  number  from  Plymouth  to  adjust  this  matter,  and 
also  the  general  Ijouudai  v  of  tlic  two  eolonies,  and  notified 
Plymoutli  neeonlin^ly.  Four  men,  one  iVoni  each  town, 
were  ai^u  appointed  to  mark  out  the  western  bounds  of  the 
colony,  but  nothing  was  done  about  it  for  the  present. 
The  Indians  gave  much  trouble  by  stealing  the  goods  and 
cattle  of  the  colonists.  A  severe  law  was  passed  to  prevent 
it.  If  the  damage  exceeded  twenty  shillings,  the  convict 
might  be  sold  as  a  shive  to  any  English  plantation  abroad, 
unless  he  made  restitution,  and  if  less  ili.iu  ikat  sum  ho 
should  restore  twofold,  or  be  whipped  not  more  than  fif- 
teen stripes.  The  Assembly  addressed  a  letter  to  Ricliard 
Cromwell  asking  a  confirmation  of  their  charter.  It  was 
never  presented,  as  tlie  Protector  had  i*esigned  his  power 
before  it  reached  England.  A  tax  of  fifty  pounds  was  hud 
to  pay  for  ammunition,  and  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
agent  in  London.  Providence  and  Warwick  wero  each  to 
pay  nine  ponnda,  Portsnioutli  fourteeen,  and  Newport 
eighteen  pounds.  Providence  was  allowed  to  buy  out  and 
remove  tlie  Indians  within  its  limits,  and  to  enlarge  its 
bounds  by  further  purchase.  Leave  was  also  granted  to 
purchase  certain  other  lands,  and  a  committee  appointed 
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CHAP,  for  that  purpose.    Fox  island  and  an  adjoining  tract  on 

,2^^  the  main  near  Wickford,  were  l>ought  by  Huldcn  and  (  ior- 

1059.  ton, and  Boon  afterwards  Ilumithrey  Atlu'iton,  Jnlm  Win- 
Jmie  .  .         .  ' 

7,     throp  and  others,  not  citizens  ot  ithode  lislaud,  bought  two 

large  tracts  on  tho  b.ay,  one  called  Quidnesett,  south  of 

Wicldford^  and  the  other,  called  Namcook,  now  Boetoa 

j^]^  neck,  north  of  it.   This  purchase  was  in  violation  of  aa 

4.    express  law  of  Rhode  Island.   Its  Talidity  depended  on  the 

decision  of  tlie  question  of  jurisdiction  over  the  Narragan- 
set  country,  claimed  by  Rhode  Iblaiid  and  disputed  by  Cou- 
necticiit  and  MassacLutietiis.  Roger  Williams  warned  Atb- 
erton  upon  tiiis  point,  and  refused  tlic  oilers  of  land  made 
to  induce  him  to  aid  as  interpreter  in  the  purchase.  It 
hecame  a  fruitful  source  of  difficulty  for  many  years.  The 
^28.  Assemhly  met  at  Portsmouth,  and  appointed  a  conmuittee 
of  two  from  each  town  to  write  to  the  Oommissionem  of 
the  United  Colonies,  to  Massachusetts,  and  to  Atherton, 
resjicetinp;  these  purchases.  During  llie  l)ol»ato  on  this 
qiieRtion  the  Asseinhly  sat  witli  closed  doors.  They  pre- 
pared to  j>rosecute  the  claims  uf  Khode  Island  before  Par- 
liament, and  empowered  the  committee  to  call  together 
the  Assemhly  when  they  saw  fit. 

Potowomut  was  ordered  to  he  purchased  for  the  colony 
from  the  Indians.  Hog  island  continued  to  be  a  source 
of  trouhle.  Bichard  Smith  claiming  it  adversely  to  the 
colony,  and  threatening  any  who  should  molest  him  in  hi^ 
possession,  the  AssLnildy  resolved  to  bear  them  hainilop*?. 
Smith  sought  to  place  the  island  imder  the  jan>dlrtioii  of 
PljTnouth.  Robert  Westcott,  a  member  from  Warwick, 
was  tried  for  a  similar  offence  and  suFpendcd,  and  John 
Weeks  was  chosen  hy  the  Assemhly  to  M  his  place.  A 
further  tax  of  fifty  pounds  was  hud,  of  which  Newport  was 
to  pay  twenty,  Proyidence  eleven,  Portsmouth  ten,  and 
Warwiclc  mno  pounds.  Newport  it  appears  had  doubled 
in  wealth  over  Portsmouth,  and  riovidence  for  the  first 
time  seems  to  have  gained  upon  the  other  two  towns. 
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Lett<3r8  from  John  Clarke  informed  the  colony  of  the  Pro-  chap. 
tector'fi  resignation,  and  that  the  Parliament  was  the  sole  J^JJIi, 
authority,  as  before  the  accession  of  Cromwell.   All  legal  i^&y- 
prooesB  was  therefore  ordered  to  issoe  ''in  the  name  of  the 
eapreme  authority  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England/* 
The  first  instance  of  tlie  appointment  of  a  deputy  sergeant 
occurred  at  this  Hession.     James  Rogcra,  Si-rgcant  General, 
was  allowed  to  appoint  a  deputy  to  serve  writs  and  execu- 
tions, he  being  responsible  for  the  acts  of  such  deputy. 

The  zeal  of  Puritan  persecution  was  inflamed  by  the 
rancor  of  the  magistrates  and  clergy.   Among  those  who 
had  already  suffered  imprisonment  for  their  adhesion  to 
the  novel  and  "  cnised  heresy,"  was  Mary,  wife  of  WiUiam 
Dyre,  the  first  secretary  of  Aquedncck.    Retnrning  from 
England,  whither  she  had  ])robably  accompanied  her  hns- 
hawd  when  he  wont  over  with  Williams  and  Clarke,  hut 
had  remained  behind  and  tliere  had  embraced  the  new 
tenets,  with  no  knowledge  of  what  had  been  done  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, she  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison.  With 
difficulty  she  was  released  by  her  husband  giving  bonds 
to  take  her  immediately  away,  and  not  to  suffer  her  to 
ppeak  to  any  one  on  the  journey  homeward.  Afterwards 
in  C'>m]»any  with  oih-v  friend.s,  Hope  Clifton,  and  Mary, 
daughter  of  Catherine  Scot,  whoso  sister  I*atience,  a  girl  of  * 
only  eleven  years,  was  then  in  prison  ibr  the  pame  offence, 
she  ventured  again  into  Massachusetts  to  visit  some  Iriends 
confined  in  Boston  as  Quakers.    Her  two  companions  were 
only  imprisoned,  but  Mary  Dyre,  having  been  before  ban- 
ished under  pain  of  death,  was  tried,  together  with  Wil- 
liam Bobuison  and  Marmaduke  Stevenson,  and  condemned 
to  death.    The  sentence  was  executed  upon  the  two  men.  lo. 
Mary  was  reprieved  while  on  the  gallows,  after  her  two  27 
fellow-sutVerers  had  been  swung  ofi*.*    With  singular  in- 
tatuation  she  returned  in  the  following  spring,  for  the  third  1  6  ei  0. 
time,  while  the  General  Court  was  in  session,  was  arrested 

*  N«w  Engtand  Judged,  88»  97,  109. 
vol-  1—18 
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CHAP,  and  hung.'   There  were  other  instances  of  this  levoltin^ 

^,J^^  craelty  pi-actiscd  upon  persons  not  resident  in  Ehode 
Von^*  lyliiiidj  and  which  continued  till  Cluirles  11.  i»ercmptorily 
1^     l'<,ii  ])a(lc  any  further  murckTis  to  be  perpetrated,  in  the  name 
May   of  Grod,  by  these  infuriated  zealots. 

The  next  general  election  was  held  at  Portsmouth. 
William  Brenton  was  chosen  President,  William  Field  of 
Froyidence,  William  Banlston  of  Portsmouth,  Benedict 
Arnold,  late  President,  of  Newport,  and  John  Greene  of 
Warwick,  Assistants,  John  Banford,  Recorder  and  Treas- 
U1L1-.  J^imos  Kogers,  Sergeant,  Jolin  Easton,  Attorney 
Geiieral,  and  Richard  Bal«^r,  Solicitor  General.  Au  im- 
portant modification  uf  the  statute  regulating  the  mode 
of  annulling  laws  was  made.  In  place  of  ten  days,  three 
months  was  allowed  for  the  towns  to  return  their  votes 
upon  any  new  law,  after  its  presentation,  and  instead  of  a 
majority  of  ireemen  in  each  town  heing  necessary  to  annul 
a  law,  a  majority  of  those  in  the  Colony  was  now  sufficient, 
even  although  any  one  town  made  no  returns  against  it. 
Tiiis  wais  a  great  step  towards  consolidation,  and  tended 
29.    to  strengthen  the  Colonial  Government. 

A  great  change  was  in  {u  ogress  at  this  time  in  English 
affairs.  Charles  IT.  landed  in  England,  and  amid  the  joyful 
shouts  of  his  subjects,  entered  London  in  triumph.  The 
restoration  was  complete,  not  only  in  form  but  in  Buh- 
stance.  The  great  mftss  of  the  people  received  their  mon- 
arch with  delight,  for  they  desired  relief  £rom  the  turmoil 
of  civil  strife.  The  religious  parties  united  in  the  ovations 
that  welcomed  bis  return,  and  each  \mX  with  tlie  nther  in 
dcmonstratiouij  uf  loyalty.  The  Episcopalians  hated 
Cromwell  because  he  ]i;id  crushed  them,  the  Puritans  dis- 
liked him  for  eiuliiu!j:  their  persecuting  zeal,  while  the 
Boman  Catholics  hailed  the  return  of  the  Stuarts  as  being 
a  family  of  their  own  &ith. 

The  news  of  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  occasioned 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Assembly  at  Warwick.  Hia 

'  M.  C.  K.  iv.  Part  L  419. 
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Majesty's  letter  to  Parliament,  lus  declaratiotn  and  pro-  cbap. 

clamation  were  read  and  entered  upon  the  records.    The  Jl!^ 

Kin!i  \va.s  furiuallv  ]>rocl;iiuied  at  eifjht  o'clock  the  next  I860. 

...  Oct. 
monung,  in   presence  of  the  Assemhly,  witli  inilitarv 

honors,  and  the  following  Wednesday  was  appointed  lor 

his  public  proclamation  throughout  the  colony,  and  Tras 

made  a  general  holiday.   All  legal  process  was  to  issue  in 

His  Majesty's  zuune.   A  cominisstoii  was  sent  to  John 

Clarke  confirming  his  position  as  agent  for  the  colony,  and 

desiring  him  to  obtain  a  confirmation  of  the  charter  from 

the  crown. 

A  committee  was  also  ap]»oiuted  to  treat  with  Ather- 
ton  and  his  company  about  their  purchase  in  l^arragauset, 
and  to  arrange  the  terms  upon  which  they  might  come 
into  the  colony,  or  if  they  refused  to  treat,  then  to  forbid 
tiiem  from  entering  on  their  lands.  They  reported  hat 
partial  progress  at  the  next  session,  and  were  continued. 

Meanwhile  a  great  wrong  was  committed  upon  the 
Narraganset  Indians  by  the  conunissiuners  of  the  United 
Colonies,  who,  for  alli'ij^etl  injuries  inflicted  upon  the 
Mohegtins,  which  were  denied  l)y  the  NarragaiiBCt  Sa- 
chems, levied  a  heavy  fine  upon  them,  and  compelled 
tiiem,  by  an  armed  force,  to  mortgage  their  whole  country  g^p^^ 
for  the  payment  of  a  sum,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  29 
ninety-five  fathoms  of  peage  within  four  months.  In  a  o<  t. 
month  from  this  time  the  Sachems  mortgaged  to  the 
Atherton  company  all  the  unsold  lands  in  Narraganset,  on 
condition  that  they  would  jiay  the  fine  to  the  United 
Colonies,  and  furtlier  bound  themselves  to  bell  no  more 
lands  without  eonseut  of  the  mortgagees.  Six  months 
was  allowed  for  redemption.  Atherton  paid  the  fine  ;  the 
land  was  not  redeemed,  nnd  afterwards,  in  the  spring  of 
1662,  the  Sachems  delivered  formal  possession  to  the 
mortgagees.  Upon  so  slight  a  transaction,  founded  in 
force,  and  followed  up  in  that  spirit  of  acquisition  which 
aimed  at  the  possession  of  the  whole  of  Rhode  Island, 
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CHAi*  rested  the  claims  of  a  comjtauy  that  was  tlef*tmed  to  give 
,«^v^  80  much  trouble  to  the  colony. 

^May'       "^^^  same   President,  Assistants,  Attomey-ULiieral 

SL  and  Sergeant  were  re-elected  at  Newport  Joseph  Torrcy 
was  clioflen  Recorder,  Caleb  Carr,  Treasurer,  and  Peter 
TaUman,  S6UcitOT-Q«neial.  The  asaembly  paaaed  a 
lengthy  act  acknowledging  their  submission  to  the  King^ 

88.  proposing  to  send  a  Special  agent  to  England  to  present  it 
in  a  humble  address  to  His  Majesty,  and  voting  a  tax  of 
two  liuiidicd  poumls  for  that  jiurpose.    The  plan  was 

"27^*  f^^^'^'^  ^^^^  recei])t  of  letters  from  John  Clarke,  which 
,  were  read  at  tlie  next  meeting  of  the  court  of  commis&ion- 
en  at  Portsmouth.  A  letter  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Clarke  was 
Toted,  and  the  commission^  prepared  in  October,  was  order- 
ed to  be  sent  to  him.   The  tax  was  apportioned,  eighty- 

June  pounds  to  Newport,  forty  pounds  each  to  PrOYidenoe 
4.  and  Portsmouth,  and  thirty-five  pounds  to  Warwick.  It 
was  to  be  raised  by  voluntary  contribution  lor  tlio  ma  of 
the  agent. 

An  extensive  purchase,  made  the  previous  year,  by 
some  Newport  men,  in  the  south-west  part  of  the  Narru- 
ganset  countr)',  called  Misquamicock,  now  Westerly,  be- 
gan to  he  settled,  and  gave  rise  to  further  difficulties  of 
propriety  and  jurisdiction.^  At  this  sesnon  the  purchaseis 
petitioned  for  the  approval  and  assistance  of  the  colony  in 
making  a  settlement  there,  ^vllich  \vas  «2:ranted.  The 
commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  took  up  the  disjiute 
in  behalf  of  Massachusetts,  and  wrote  to  Khode  Island  re- 

'  This  tract  was  given  to  Socho,  a  bnve  captain  of  the  Narragaoteti, 
Canouicn?  and  Miantinomi,  for  «er\irf>««  ronfloml  nbont  in  driving  off  a 

party  of  I'equots  who  lia.l  .-cttled  tLcn.'  jirior  to  (ho  war  between  the  Frqii  -ts 
and  English  in  1G37.  It  was  deeded  hy  boclio,  Jan.  29th,  ICCO,  to  ^\  iUiam 
Vanghan,  Robert  Stanton,  John  Fatifiold,  Hugh  Modier,  JamM  Longbottom 
and  othen  of  Newport,  and  tbe  original  deed  to  Socho  wat  ooofirmed  bj  ?«•• 
sicQs,  24th  Jane,  1661,  at  which  time  Kinigret  claimed  tbe  tract,  bnt  hit 
nephew  Pcssicus  denied  his  right  thereto.  The  doenments  relaU^g  to  this 
robjpTt  and  the  records  of  the  Westerly  propriclort  an  giron  by  Mr.  Potter  in 
Early  11  Ut.  of  Nar't.  R.  L  H.  C,  iii  211-75. 
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8[>€Cting  this  and  the  Pettiquamscot  purcliasc,  protesting  char 
against  the  conduct  of  Rhode  Island  in  permitting  them  Jl'ill, 
to  be  made.  Massachusetts,  by  whom  the  Pequot  country  i  c  6 1. 
was  c]aimed  by  zight  of  conquesti  bad  erected  the  tract  on 
each  side  of  tbe  Pawcatnck  riyer  into  a  township  called 
Southertown,  and  attached  it  to  the  county  of  Suffolk. 
Complaints  from  this  town  were  now  made  to  the  General 
Court,  of  the  intrui^iun  of  some  thirtv-six  settlers  from 
Rhode  IsIaTul  into  tliat  part  of  the  town  east  of  Paw- 
Ctttuck  river,  being  the  Westerly  purchase,  claiming  it  as 
their  own.    Upon  this  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the  ooun- 
cil  of  Massachusetts  to  the  constable  of  Southertown  to  ar- 
rest the  trespassers*   Tobias  Saundera,  Bobert  Burdett, 
and  Joseph  Clarke  were  seised.   Clarke  was  released,  and  '^^w 
the  others  were  taken  to  Boston  as  prisoners,  and  commit- 
ted  for  want  of  liail.    The  mag:istratcs  sent  a  letter  to  uqq, 
Rhode  Island,  inquiring  if  the  conduct  of  these  trespass-  5» 
vr6  was  hiinctiuned  by  that  government,  and  saying  if  it 
were  so,  Massacliusetts  would  prepare  to  delend  her  peo- 
ple in  their  just  rights.   Beceiying  no  reply,  another  leU  ^^^^ 
ter  was  soon  after  sent,  by  special  messei^rs,  asserting  March 
her  dalm  to  all  Bhode  Island,   from  Pequot  river  to  Fly-  ^* 
mouthline,^  under  the  Narraganset  patent,'  and  avowing 
her  determination  to  make  it  good.    At  the  next  session 
of  the  General  Court  the  two  prisoners  were  brought  to 
trial    They  were  sentenced  to  j)ay  a  fine  of  forty  pounds,  May 
and  to  be  imprisoned  till  it  was  paid,  and  also  to  give 
sureties  for  one  hundred  pounds  to  keej)  the  peace.'  A 
third  letter  was  then  written,  informing  Bbode  Island  of 
the  trial  of  these  men,  and  requiring  her  to  cause  the  set- 
tiers  at  Pettiquomscot  and  Southertown  to  vacate  their 
lands  before  the  end  of  June,  or  they  should  be  treated  as 
Saunders  and  Burdett  had  been.    But  Bhode  Island  was 
not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  c4'  her  powerful  neigh- 

*  ObtetiMd  Dec.  lOtb,  1648,  ante  eh.  ir. 
*M.aR.iT.  Part  2d,  p.  i4. 
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CHAP.  hoTj  whose  eflbrts  aj^aimit  her  peace  and  existence  had  so 
often  been  thwarted  by  her  firamesa,  sanctioned  by  the 

10  G  2.  subsequent  sppioval  of  her  conduct  by  the  Supseme  Gov- 
eminent  m  En^and.  Belying,  as  she  ever  had  done,  on 
the  justice  of  her  cause,  and  looking  to  her  right  of  appeal 
to  the  King  and  Parliament,  through  the  medium  of  her 
able  and  faithful  agent,  Jolin  Chn  k<-.  she  maintained  her 
jtosition.  The  Court  of  C'onnnis.sioners,  met  at  Warwick, 
20.  gent  to  Daniel  Gookin  and  otherB,  suhjects  of  Mai^&athu- 
setts,  who  had  intnided  at  Westerly,  prohibiting  them 
from  planting  or  building  there  until  the  order  of  the 
^  King  on  that  matter  could  be  known.  ^  A  letter  in  reply 
to  Massachusetts  was  prepared,  defending  the  conduct  <it 
Saunders  and  Burdett,  and  denying  that  the  Pequot  re- 
gion ever  extended  east  of  Pawcatuek  river,  or  tliat  ^hnsa- 
chusetts  had  any  claim  to  the  Karraganset  country.  The 
terms  of  the  letter  were  as  courteous  as  the  subject  would 
permit.  Two  messengers  were  appointed  to  carry  it  to 
Boston.* 

At  this  general  election  Benedict  Arnold  was  chosen 
President,  over  William  Brenton ;  Richard  Tew,  Assist- 
ant for  Newport,  John  Sandford,  Treasurer,  and  Bichard 
Bulgar,  Solicitor.    The  other  officers  continued  as  be- 

foi*e,  but  the  Attorney  General  declining  to  serve,  John 
8andford  was  chosen  to  that  place  in  June.  Thes(^  offi- 
cers were  re-elected  the  following  year,  and  served  until 
the  adoption  of  the  Boyal  Charter. 

Wampum-peage  up  to  this  time  liad  been  the  princi- 
pal circulating  medium  in  Rhode  Ishmd.   The  other  colo- 

'  This  prohihitloM  does  not  appear  on  tli<»  mi-oHs  of  the  May  session, 
which  bcgtm  on  the  22il,  while  this  document  is  dated  the  20th.  There  was 
perh:ip,>  11  sj>f»cial  meeting  of  the  Court  prior  to  the  general  electiou  two  days 
later.  It  id  found  in  the  files  of  the  General  Court  of  Maasacbusctts,  and  ti 
printed  in  R.  L  CoL  Reo.,  L  46S,  witli  the  lihree  ktten  from  MflmdiiiMtto 
above  reftmd  to,  mod  other  papen  on  tiM  Mme  eolyeoi 

*  The^e  were  John  Gfeen  and  Jdin  Sandfind.  The  letter  ii  in  B.  I.  CoL 
Ree.,  L  469-78. 
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nies  had  long  since  abandoned  it.   It  liad  now  fallen  bo  chap. 

V*  Iff 

ttach  in  value  that  it  ms  declared  to  be  no  longer  legal 
tender,  and  all  taxes  and  costs  of  court  were  required  to  be  1602. 

paid  "  in  current  pay,"  that  is,  in  Sterling  or  in  NewEng- 
lajul  coin.'  The  confnBinn  of  land  titles  liad  l)ecome  so 
f:^ri'at,  that  a  law  was  juissed  vesting  the  fee  in  \vliuevtT, 
having  possession,  should  record  his  claim  within  thirteen 
months,  if  on  the  spot  ;  and  this  record,  if  undisputed 
within  that  time,  should  perfect  the  title  even  against  the 
real  owner.  To  tbosQ  living  in  other  colonies  one  jear 
more  was  given,  and  to  those  living  .beyond  the  sea  two 
years  longer  were  allowed  to  establish  their  right.  The 
President  or  any  AssisUuifc  was  empowered  to  appoint  con- 
Htableij  at  any  of  the  new  settlenit nts  in  Narraganset  to 
keep  the  peace.  This  act  evinced  the  fixed  determination 
of  Khode  Island  to  maintain  her  rights  in  the  disputed 
territ  >ry.  The  Court  adjourned  till  the  next  month,  to 
await  the  return  of  the  messengers  sent  to  Massachusetts. 
They  did  not  reach  Boston  till  the  General  Court  had  ad-  '^""e 
joumed.  To  prevent  the  mischief  that  might  result  firom 
the  contents  of  their  letter  not  being  generally  known, 
leave  was  granted  for  any  person  to  send  copies  of  it,  and 
of  the  prolii])ition,  to  their  friends  in  Massachusetts. 
Liberty  to  buy  land  of  the  ludiaus  was  also  given  to  sev- 
.  cral  parties.  These  purchases  soon  became  too  frequent 
to  be  specially  noticed. 

Letters  were  constantly  passing  between  the  colony 
and  its  agent.  Measures  of  vital  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  Bhode  Island  were  in  progress.  The  position  she 
occupied  wa-  anomalous,  and  reipiired  great  tact  and 
abilitv  to  sustain.  The  charter,  bv  wliich  slie  existed, 
was  obtained  from  au  authority  inimical  to  the  king, 

*  Mas»srhTi«(»tt«  had  bpj^jn  to  coin  silver  in  1(».'>2.  ShilHn^r^  nml  six- 
peaces,  all  of  wLkh  bear  tbe  siime  dntc,  altliutigh  the  coioago  was  coutiiiued 
dtrooglwat  MTunl  yeors,  wre  ttHl  «Kteiit  Tbir^  ibUniigi  of  Keir  Eai^ttid 
lilTtftiM  eqml  to  timty-two  diilllngs  uipence  sterling. 
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CUAP.         whicli  had  afterwards  detliroiied  and  beheaded  his 

VIII 

^^^^^  royal  father.  The  principles  she  avowed  were  i;otally  iu>- 
Juno  ^^^^^^^^  amoDg  men.  No  form  of  civil  go\rermii6at 
17,  then  existiDg  coald  toleiate  her  democmcy^  and  even 
ChriBtum  charity  denied  her  fiuth.  To  obtain  a  renewal 
of  pnTilegeg  so  remarkable,  to  secure  the  regard  of  a  sove- 
reign whose  arbitrary  will  was  an  inheritance,  to  obtain 
his  Bauctiou  to  a  system  whieli,  iniiiated  as  an  txiitn- 
ment  by  a  republican  parliament,  had  come  to  be  no  longer 
a  philosophical  problem  but  an  established  fact,  and  which, 
if  extended,  must  inevitably  in  time  overthrow  the  fabric 
of  monarchical  power — ^these  were  the  difficnlt  and  perhaps 
dangerous  duties  that  now  devolved  on  the  agent  of  Bhode 
Island.  Well  did  he  conduct  bis  delicate  misaon,  and 
triumphant  was  the  success  that  crowned  bis  labors. 
Two  petitions  or  addresses  were  presented  to  Charles  II. 
by  John  Clarke,  in  l)elialf  of  the  people  of  Rliode  Iblaud, 
wherein  he  recites  briefly  the  orii^in  of  the  colony,  and 
states  clearly  the  grounds  of  tlieir  Urt^t  and  second  l  emoval 
for  the  cause  of  religious  liberty,  asserting  that  they 
have  it  much  on  their  heartS|  if  they  may  be  permitted, 
to  bold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  flourishing  civil 
state  may  stand,  yea,  and  best  be  maintained,  and  that 
among  English  spirits,  with  a  lull  liberty  in  religious  con- 
cenmicnts,"  and  finally  surrenderin<^  their  lauds  and 
charter  to  the  crown,  and  cravinf;  more  absolute, 
ample,  and  ivim  charter  of  civil  incorporation.'' ' 

While  the  existence  of  the  colony  hung  on  the  yet 
doubtful  success  of  its  agent  at  the  English  court,  aSain 
at  home  were  scarcely  more  propitious  to  its  safety  or  inde- 
Sept  pendence.   The  subjects  of  Massachusetts  in  Narraganset 

4. 

'  The  prpriso  dat^  of  these  two  ail  Jrcsses  is  unknown.  They  were  foand 
amoug  tliu  nrchives  in  the  Britbh  State  Paper  Office  in  Loudon,  and  belong 
no  doubt  to  tlis  year  Copiat  wen  made  fw  lihe  q>leodid  Ubtwy  of  Mr. 

Jolm  Carter  Brown,  wbidi  contains  probably  tbe  ricliect  colleodoii  of  MSS. 
and  of  rare  and  Taloable  worics  on  Amoiioan  UHoiy  to  be  tawA.  Theae  4*0 
papers  axe  printed  in  Ifr.  Seoretaiy  Bart]«tt*a  B.  L  CoL  Ree.,  i.  4S5-ei. 
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complained  to  the  commiBsionerB  of  the  United  Colonies  cii  vi' 
of  the  eondnct  of  Bhode  Island,  in  maintaining  her  chap- 

tered  rio^hts  over  that  country.  The  appointment  of  con-  l*®*- 
Htables  hy  the  last  General  Asscmhly  had  tilled  the  cup 
of  New  En{:^land  indignation.  The  cominissioucrs  now 
wrote  to  Rhode  Island,  claiming  Narraganset  for  Connec- 
ticnty  nnder  the  new  charter  to  that  colony  which  had  just 
been  receiyed,  aa  the  previons  year  they  had  claimed  it 
for  Massachnsetts  nnder  the  old  Narraganset  patent 
The  letter  conctndes  with  the  nsnal  threat  in  case  of  non- 
comj)liance  ^vith  their  demands.'  Connecticut,  upon  the  Oct. 
proclamation  of  her  charter,  *  ordered  the  inhabitants  of  *• 
Mystic  and  Pawcatuck  not  to  exercise  authority  under 
commissions  firom  any  other  colony.'  This  order  was 
aimed  equally  at  Bhj^e  Island  and  Massachusetts,  and 
was  justified  hy  the  terms  of  the  new  charter^  which  em- 
braced the  whole  Narraganset  country.  At  the  meeting 
of  the  Court  of  Commissioners  in  Warwick,  another  letter 
was  ordered  to  he  sent  to  Massachusetts  about  the  lands 
of  Pawcatuck,  in  reply  to  the  one  from  the  United  Colo- 
nies.  This  letter  was  more  severe  than  was  usual  in  the 
oflScial  communications  of  Rhode  Island,  justly  charging 
the  Massachusetts  with  habitual  injury  to  Bhode  Island  by 
wTongfbl  accusations  and  unchristian  acts,  and  asserting 
that  the  Connecticut  charter,  so  &r  as  it  conveyed  juris- 
dictbn  oyer  the  Narraganset  country,  was  procured  by 
"  underhand  dealing,''  and  that  it  would  be  revoked.  The 
letter  further  demanded  the  release  of  Saunders  and  11  ur- 
ilctt,  wliu  still  remained  in  i)rison,  and  also  claimed  dam- 
ages for  the  wrongs  inflicted  upon  them.  In  conclusion, 
it  offercfl  equal  justice  in  the  courts  of  Rhode  Island,  to 
an  parties  aggrieved  by  any  illegal  acts  of  the  Westerly 
settlers/ 

'Huud.lL  462-0.   R.  L  Col.  Reo.,  L  499, 

'  Dated  28d  April,        and  tcmM  in  September. 

'  CoDii't  Col.  Ree.,  L  888. 

«  See  B.  I.  Col.  Bee,  L  488^. 
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Vlll. 


That  the  Bubject  of  education  received  early  attention 
in  Bhode  Island  we  have  already  shown  in  the  chapter  on 
10  0  3.  Aqnedneck.   An  ample  foundation  for  its  support  was 

^^^^  also  made  in  Providence,  by  the  reservation  of  one  hundred 
acres  of  upland  and  six  acres  of  iiieadcw  lor  the  iiiainte- 
nance  of  a  school,  which  was  voted  in  town  meeting  at  this 
time. 

22.  No  changes  were  made  in  the  general  officers  at  the 
next  election.  The  session,  held  in  Providence,  was  very 
short. 

The  continued  imprisonment  of  the  two  Rhode  Island 
men  in  Hftssachusetts  exasperated  the  settlers  at  West- 

erly,  aiui  led  to  a  system  of  reprisals,  and  to  acts  of  vio- 
lence, seriously  disturbing  tlie  l>onler  towns.  A  liouse 
that  had  been  built  on  the  east  side  of  Fawcatuck  rirer 
by  residents  of  Southcrtown,  being  within  the  asserted  ju- 
risdiction of  Khode  Island,  was  torn  down.  William  Mar*- 
hie,  a  deputy  of  the  Marshal  of  BuffoUc,  bearing  a  letter 
Juno.  ^  Westerly  men  upon  this  subject,  was  arrested,  soit 
to  Newport,  and  confined  in  prison  for  eleven  mon^M. 
Soon  after  his  release  he  petitioned  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts  *  for  redress.  The  petition  is  on  the  files 
of  the  Court,  but  no  action  uj»on  it  is  recorded. 

By  the  third  article  of  iiu  ascreement  made  between 

A.  r'l 

Claike  and  Winthrop,  the  Athcrton  Company  were  to 
choose  whether  they  would  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
Khode  Island  or  of  Connecticut.  This  agreement  was  im- 
mediately sent  over  to  America.  The  action  of  the  com- 
^g'-^  pany  was  prompt  and  decided.  They  preferred  the  gov^ 
ernment  of  Connecticut,  and  so  declared  in  u  formal  meet- 
ing, every  one  subscribing  a  paper  to  that  effect,  which 
was  sent  to  llartiuiti.  The  Governor  and  Council  imme- 
1^'  diately  accepted  the  jurisdiction,  as  being  included  in  the 
limits  of  their  charter,  named  the  ])lantaliou  Wickford, 
and  appointed  Bichaid  Smith,  sea,  Edward  Hutchinson, 

*  Angnst  3d,  16S4. 
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aod  Jofihua  Hcwes,  8eiectmen,  and  Richard  iSmith,  jun.,  chap. 

\*  111 

CoDBtable.    Mr.  Bmith's  trading-house  was  the  place  de- 
signated  for  the  transaotbn  of  public  busiiiess.  ^jum 

The  hopes  of  Bhode  Idand  leceived  a  further  blow  in 
ft  letter  fiom  tiie  king  to  the  United  Coloniee,  commend- 
ing to  their  care  the  interests  of  the  Atherton  purchasers 
aorainst  the  vexatious  procecdinsfs  of  Providence  colony.^ 
How  that  letter  was  <tbtainccl  will  appear  in  the  succeed- 
ing chapter.  But  steps  had  already  been  taken  by  Clarke 
which  prevented  the  injury  that  the  State  would  other- 
wise have  sustained  from  these  causes.  The  Assembly 
met«t  Porlsmottth  soon  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  to  14.10. 
expedite  measures  for  the  support  of  their  agent. 

The  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  sent  special 
u<;cnts  to  Rhode  Island,  to  inlbrni  the  government  of  their 
views  ot'lier  acts  against  the  peace  of  that  colony  in  regard 
to  bouthertown,  and  to  propose  a  reference  of  the  matters 
m  dispute,  until  which  time  ^rther  molestation  should 
eease.^  Soon  afterwards  warrants  were  issued  to  all  the 
towns  hy  the  President,  requiring  the  freemen  to  accompany  Nov. 
their  commissionerB,  with  their  arms,  to  solemnize  the  re- 
ception  cf  the  charter,  as  advised  by  the  colony's  agent. 
The  President  also  wrote  to  Massachusetts,  enclosing  a  let- 
tei  iVuiu  the  king  in  behalf  of  Rhode  Island,  and  received 
a  r<^])ly  that  the  council  should  be  called  at  once  to  dellb-  21. 
crate  on  the  subject.  They  met  at  Boston,  and  proposed 
by  letter  to  President  Arnold  that  all  subjects  in  dispute  ^ 
between  the  two  colonies  be  referred  to  arbitrators,  to  meet 
at  Plymouth  at  such  time  as  Bhode  Island  might  select, 
and  naming  Governor  Prince  and  Joeias  Winslow  as  refer- 
ees on  the  part  of  Massachusetts. 

Once  more,  and  for  the  last  time  under  the  parliameu- 
tary  |)atent,  the  general  Court  of  Commissioners  convened 
at  Newport  on  the  appointed  day,  to  receive  at  the  hands 

'Haaudlim  B.  L  Gd.  B«e.,  i.  469. 
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CHAP,  of  Captain  George  Baxter^  lately  arrived  from  England, 
the  rich  result  of  the  labors  of  John  Clarke — the  Bojal 

1  6  6  3.  Charter  of  Charles  II. 
24. '  At  a  very  great  meetmg  and  aseemhly  of  the  fkeenm 
of  the  colony  of  Providence  Plantations,  at  Newport,  in 
HIkxIo  Island,  in  New  England,  November  the  24th, 
The  aljovesayed  Assembly  bpin??^  legally  called  and  orderly 
raett  for  the  sollome  reception  of  his  Majestyes  gratious 
letters  pattent  unto  them  sent,  and  having  in  order  thereto 
chosen  the  President,  Benedict  Arnold,  Moderator  of  the 
Assembly/'  it  was,  "  Voted :  That  the  box  in  which  ths 
King's  gratioas  letters  were  enclosed  be  opened,  and  the 
letters  with  the  broad  scale  thereto  affixed  be  taken  forth 
and  read  by  Captayne  George  Baxter  in  the  audienec  and 
view  of  all  the  people  ;  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
the  sayd  letters  with  his  Majesty's  Royall  Stampe,  and  the 
broad  seal,  with  much  becoming  gravity  held  up  on  hygh, 
and  presented  to  the  perfect  view  of  the  people,  and  thsR 
returned  into  the  box  and  locked  up  by  the  Governor,  in 
order  to  the  safe  keeping  of  it." 

The  humble  thanks  of  Hie  colony  were  voted  to  His 
Majesty  and  to  the  eail  uf  Clarendon,  and  also  a  gratuiL) 
of  one  hundred  pounds  to  Jolm  Clarke  and  one  of  twenty- 
2^  five  pounds  to  Captain  Baxter.  The  next  day  the  com 
missioners  again  assembled,  and  having  passed  such  acts 
as  were  necessary  to  prevent  the  £eulure  of  justice,  '^dis- 
solved and  resigned  up  "  to  the  government  appointed  by 
the  charter. 

20.  On  the  following  day  the  Gbvemor  and  councfl  named 
in  the  chai  Ler,  held  a  meeting  to  receive  again  the  sub- 
mission of  the  sachems  to  the  crown  of  England,  and  to 
Older  the  government  of  the  colony,  by  receiving  anew  the 
engagements  of  aU  the  existing  officers  to  hold  their  places 
until  the  session,  of  the  General  Assembly,  which  was  ap» 
pointed  for  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  ensuing  March. 

The  government  of  the  colony  under  the  parliamentary 
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patent  waa  ended.  '^The  Incorporation  of  Providence  chap. 
PlantationB/'  as  a  legal  title,  had  ceased  to  exist  Hence- 

forth  the  colony  was  to  assume  another  name,  and  to  be  gov-  1663. 
emed  under  a  rtiyal  charter,  not  loss  free  tl  an  that  which 
it  sn])planted,  ami  better  adu]»ted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
{State.  The  patent  of  1644  had  accompHshed  tlie  cliiei" 
end  for  which  it  was  sought.  It  had  gathered  the  scat- 
tered settlements  of  fngitiYes  from  persecntion  into  one 
corporate  body^  and  compelled  their  recognition  as  a  body 
politic  hj  their  ambitions  and  vindictiye  neighbors.  Bnt 
it  was  too  feeble  to  answer  the  full  purposes  of  a  charter. 
The  very  freedom  of  its  provisions,  wliich  in  later  days 
would  give  it  strength,  was  in  those  primitive  times  a 
source  of  weakness.  It  was  more  a  patent  for  the  towns 
than  for  the  people,  legalizing,  in  effect,  so  many  independ- 
ent corporations,  rather  than  constructing  one  sovereign 
power  restiDg  npon  the  popular  wilL  It  produced  a  con- 
federacy, and  not  a  union.  Its  defects  are  seen  in  the  &- 
cility  with  which  Coddington,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the 
pO()])le  at  xiquedneck.  pcvcrcd  tliat  island  from  the  rest  of 
the  colony,  and  usurped  a  ]>ower  ahnost  dictatuiial.  Under 
Its  operation,  in  every  town  and  hamlet  were  spread  the 
seeds  of  discontent  and  disunion,  and  nothing  but  the  pres- 
snre  from  without,  and  the  supreme  law  of  self-preserva- 
tion, kept  the  discoidant  settlements  from  utter  destruction, 
and  from  being  absorbed  by  the  adjoining  goremments. 
Its  reception  had  been  hailed  with  extravagant  joy  by  a 
despised  and  persecuted  i)eople.  Its  expiratit»n  was. at- 
tended with  no  regret,  for  twenty  years  had  wrought  that 
change  in  the  feeble  colony  which  the  same  periotl  works 
from  infancy  to  nianhooil.  As  a  basis  of  dvil  polity  it  had 
^  outlived  its  usefuhiefls,"  and  was  suffered  to  depart  with- 
out a  murmur* 

Thus  closed  the  second  epoch  of  Rhode  Island  history. 
The  Hrst  j)resents  a  view  of  scattered  cabins  reared  in  the 
primeval  wilderness,  tiU  they  become  a  little  village  on  the 
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CH  AP  river  bonk.  One  alter  another  these  ^ble  hamlets  strog- 
y^nr^  glo  into  life,  remote  from  esc\  other^  amid  yiigin  forests 
1 668.  and  on  the  ocean  shore.   The  hardy  settlers,  twice  esiled 
for  opinion's  sake,  have  become  the  pioneers  of  principles 

immortal  as  truth  itself.  What,  tlioii^^h  wild  beasts  dis- 
turh  their  rest  at  night,  and  the  Indian  wju  wlioop  rings 
around  their  dwellings  !  They  have  won  the  savage  by 
acts  of  kindness  and  of  justice,  and  have  less  to  fear  from 
his  untamed  but  generous  ppirit  tlian  from  the  brethren 
they  have  left.  Here,  each  viliage,  by  itself,  they  must 
frame  their  own  laws,  and  submit  to  their  own  enacir 
ments,  till,  by  force  of  habit  and  of  necessity,  each  Til* 
lager  becomes,  unconsciously,  a  statesman.  The  school 
of  practice  precedes  the  school  of  theory,  and  tlius  foui  in-  ^ 
doi>cMident  ^governments  are  formed,  self-constituted,  in  the 
wilderness.  But  one  common  sentiment  pervades  the 
whole.  The  spirit  uf  liberty  animates  every  heart.  Soul 
liberty  and  civil  freedom  is  their  aim,  and  with  one  accord 
each  separate  village  declares  that  all  men  may  walk  as 
their  consciences  persuade  them,  every  one  in  the  name  of 
his  God."  Thus  in  obscurity  these  outcast  men  indeed 
proclaimed  "  freedom  to  the  world,"  and  from  their  seclud- 
ed Fcttlemeuts  sent  forth  a  law  whicli  was  to  redeem  the 
human  soul  from  spiritual  thraldom,  and  in  time  to  free 
a  nation,  perhaps  all  nations  at  some  future  day,  from  civil 
tyranny,  by  teaching  the  doctrine  of  self-government. 

But  the  villages  have  grown  to  be  towns, heresy  and 
treason"  are  rampant  in  the  plantations,  and  Puritan  seal 
for  Church  and  State  seeks  to  extirpate  the  source  cf  so 
dangerous  an  example.  Roused  to  a  sense  of  impending 
danger,  and  conscious  of  the  vast  significance  of  their 
common  principles,  the  towns  obtain  a  patent  which  re- 
cognizes their  corporate  existiucc,  yet  leaves  them  freely 
to  enjoy  their  cherished  sentiments.  With  this  patent  of 
incorporation  the  second  epoch  of  their  history  begins. 
Through  the  last  two  chapters  we  have  traced  this  second 
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period  of  doubt  and  cliange,  of  cooilict  and  disunion,  of  chap. 
thieatened  anarchy  within^  and  of  aggression  and  insult 
from  without.  We  have  seen  hm,  amid  all  the  troubles  i  (^03. 
that  environed  them^  the  townsmen  Isept  steadily  in  view 
the  ftittdamental  piincipleB  of  their  oiganization,  and  tri- 
umphantly sustained  their  peculiar  notions  agginst  the 
arguments  and  the  menaces  of  the  rest  of  New  England  ; 
and  how  the  inaterial  prosperity  ol'  the  people  ke]»t  pace 
with  their  lidciity  to  the  truth,  until  the  arrival  of  ii  new, 
"  mure  absolute,  ample,  and  free  charter  of  civil  incorpo- 
ration," ushered  in  the  third  epoch  of  our  histoiy—the 
period  of  colonial  maturity. 


APPENDIX  B. 

PBOC££DIKaS  IN  THE  CASE  OF  JOHN  WARNEB. 

FROM  THE  WARWICK  RECORDS. 

The  tweiiti&>&arth  of  April],  1652.  AFP. 
At  a  town  meeting  or  law  making  ftssembly  ordered  that 

"  John  Warner  for  his  misdcmcanurcs  under  annexed  is  degraded 
by  the  unanimos  consent  of  the  town  from  bearing  any  office  in  the 
town,  and  that  he  is  hereby  disenabled  for  ever  after  beariiig  a&jr  of- 
fice in  the  Tow  n  untill  he  gives  the  town  satisfaction. 

It  is  fiirtlior  ordered  that  the  abovesuyed  John  Warner  is  put  out 
from  any  vnte  in  tlir  town  conci  ruing  its  aU'uir.s, 

Ihecliargeti  aguiiLst  Joliu  Warner  are  these,  first 
Item— for  calling  the  oflleMs  of  the  town  rogues  and  theiTei  with 
ntpect  to  their  offloa. 

*<  Item— fbr  calling  the  whole  town  rogoee  and  thievee. 
^  Item — for  threatning  the  lives  of  men. 
"  Item — for  threatning  to  kill  all  the  mares  in  town. 
"  Item— for  liis  contempt  in  not  appearing  before  the  town  now 
met,  being  lawfully  (assembled?)  by  a  summons  from  the  officer  with 
two  magistrates  hand>  to  it. 

Item — for  threatning  on  olficcr  of  the  colony  in  open  Court  that 
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CHAP.  ^'^^  ^^^"^  elfiewhere  he  would  beate  oat  bis  Urajiie«»  also  caU^ 
Vlll.    ing  liim  rogue. 

^"j^lfp^       "Item — for  bis  cmplojing  an  agent  to  write  to  the  Massachusetts, 
B.      thereby  going  about  to  iiithrall  tho  liberties  of  the  town,  contnxn-  to 
the  privileges  of  the  tuwu,  and  to  the  great  ijidigiiity  of  the  liouorHble 
State  of  England  who  granted  the  sayd  priyaledges  to  us. 

^It  is  ordered  that  ■notber  be  immediftteljr  cboae  for  Asaisluit  t9 
sopplj  John  Winer'B  pliee  while  (until?)  tiie  next  dbokse.*' 

Mr.  John  Smith  was  chosen  Assistant  in  phwe  of  Warner.  At 
the  annual  town  meeting  on  7th  June  it  was 

Ordered,  that  the  answer  read  by  Mr.  S.  Gorton  in  the  towa 
meeting,  to  the  motions  of  the  Town  of  Providence  with  respect  to 
John  Warner,  be  forthwith  drawn  forth  and  signed  hj  the  Clarke  and 
sent  to  the  Town  of  Provid'-nro  O^rthwith. 

"Ordered,  that  the  declaration  that  hath  been  (h^awn  up  in  tht- 
town  wnccrnvng  John  "Warner  and  the  Dutchmen,  wliich  hatii  iieen 
sent  to  the  Bay,  as  nlso  to  Providence,  that  a  copy  of  it  be  dra>\'n  forth 
and  signed  by  the  C  larke  and  beut  to  Air.  Koger  Williams,  and  or- 
dered that  Mr.  Samuel  Gorton  is  to  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Kogcr  Wil* 
liams  in  the  Town's  hehalf,  to  give  him  infimnation  conoeroing  tha 
town  and  Colonies  prooeedingji  with  John  Warner  and  his  wift." 

The  only  notice  taken  of  the  esse  by  the  Genenl  Aseemblj  was 
on  the  19th  May,  when  the  matter  was  left  to  the  decisfon  of  the 
Court  of  Trials  in  these  words,  "  It  is  agreed  that  the  case  of  Prisdlla 
Warner,  now  depending  in  the  Genersl  Court  of  Trialls,  shall  there  be 
issncd." 

At  a  town  meeting  on  the  '22d  June  it  was  ordered, 

"That  the  house  and  land  of  John  Warner  situate  and  l»cing  in 
the  s.iyd  town  attached  forthwitli  upon  su*«picion  of  uoKufierahlo 
tnacherie  a<raiast  the  town,  to  the  forfeiture  of  the  isayd  house  and 
laud,  and  that  notice  may  be  given  him  of  the  attachment  thereof  that 
80  bee  by  himadf  or  atnrn^  may  answer  at  the  next  court  of  Trisb 
to  be  held  in  Warwick  the  3d  Tuesday  in  Ai^gust  next  ensuing  the 
datehereot  It  is  also  ordered  that  all  persons  are  hereby  prohibited 
from  laying  any  claim  or  title  unto  it,  or  any  part  thereof  by  bai^gpin 
and  sale  or  otherwise  untill  he  hath  answered  the  law  and  be  deered 
by  order  of  the  Court  held  as  aforesayd,  but  remains  in  the  hand  and 
custody  of  the  town  in  the  mean  time. 

^'  Ordered,  that  the  Sergeant  >hall  haveaoopicof  this  order  and 
set  it  up  upon  the  door  of  the  ht»use. 

"Ordered,  that  if  hereaftei-  John  ^Varner  or  any  for  him  ^hall  .-ell 
that  hou(?e  and  land  nbovej^ayd,  any  jmt  or  parcel  of  it,  to  any  but 
buch  as  shall  8ub:«cr)be  to  our  order  it  shall  as  before  bo  wholly  forfeit 
to  the  town," 
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On  the  5th  af  July  the  property  was  released,  under  protest,  as  q^j^ 
Iblkms:—  YIll/ 
Ordered  liy  the  town  <»f  Wanrick  tint  the  house  and  lend  of  '^pp^ 
John  Wanier,  atoated  in  the  sayd  Town  of  Warwick,  bemg  of  late    &  ' 
aladied  upon  auspidon  of  the  breach  of  the  g^d  law  of  the  Town, 
be  rosfnmed  up  to  the  aaid  John  Warner  again. 

"  We  whose  names  arc  here  underwritten  being  unsatisfied  with 
the  above  Toatc  upon  the  rc?ignm|?  of  the  abovesayed  house  of  John 
Warner  which  was  atached  upon  suspicion  of  the  breach  of  the  grand 
Uw  of  the  Town,  do  l^reby  enter  our  protest  against  the  act,  as  wit% 
ness  our  hands. 

Randal  Houlden,  John  Wickcs, 

John  Orecne,  Jon.,       Saamel  Gorton^ 
Robert  Potter." 

Thirty-one  years  later,  Tune  2Gth,  1083,  he  was  dhroroed  from  his 
wife  upon  her  petition,  on  the  ground  of  infidelity,  and  of  personal 
violence  towards  her.  anrl  at  the  same  session  was  expelled  from  the 
General  Assembly  as  ho  had  beforo  been  from  town  offices,  in  terms 
as  follows : — 

'•Voted  :  Whereas,  Mr.  John  Wanicr  was  by  the  town  of  \\  arwick 
chosen  to  be  a  Deputy  in  this  Assembly,  and  being  from  time  to  time 
c^led,  and  not  in  Courte  i^peariiig,  and  there  haveing  been  presented 
to  this  Assembly  sneh  eomplamts  against  bim,  that  the  Assembly  doe 
jndge^  and  ate  well  satisfied,  he  is  an  nnfltt  person  to  serve  as  a  Dep- 
uty;  and  therefore  see  cause  to  expel  hnn  from  acting  hi  this  present 
Assembly  as  a  Depotj." 


vol..  1^19 
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CHAPTER  IX, 
1663— 16?5. 

FBOM  TnE  ADOPTION  OF  THi:  ROYAL  CnAl^TER,  NOVKMBER, 
1663,   TO  THE  COmiEXCEMENT  OF  KING  PHIUP'S  WAB, 

JUNE,  1675. 

The  restoration  of  the  Stnarts,  annulling  the  acts  of 
the  Long  Parliament,  compelled  Rhode  Island  to  seek  a 
renewal  of  her  privileges  by  another  charter.  It  was  at  an 
anspicioos  moment,  when  Charles  11.  was  yet  hnt  recently 

seated  upon  liis  throne,  that  the  talent  and  energy  of  Dr. 
Clarke  obtained  this  instrument.  It  confirmed  every 
thing  that  t]w  previous  patent,  had  {^ivoHj  and  TCPtcd  even 
greater  powers  in  the  people,  j  Under  it  the  State  was  an 
absolute  sovereignty  with  powers  to  make  its  own  laws, 
religions  freedom  was  goaianteed,  and  no  oath  of  alle* 
^ance  was  required,  Bhode  Island  became  in  hct,  and 
almost  in  name,  an  independent  State  from  that  day. 

There  are  three  points  in  this  charter  deserving  of 
special  attention,  which  distinguish  it  from  all  other  royal 
patents  that  have  ever  been  granted.  To  mention  these 
in  the  order  in  which  they  occur,  the  first  is  the  acknowl* 
edgment  of  the  Indian  titles  to  the  soil  Among  the 
reasons  assigned  for  granting  the  charter  is  this,  that  the 
petitumers  '*axe  seized  and  possemed  by  purchase  and 
consent  of  the  said  natives  to  their  fall  content,  of  sncli 
lands,  islands,"  &c.,  and  iurther  on,  in  the  enumeration 
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of  poworo  granted^  the  inhabitaiits  are  permitted    to  dt«  chap. 
rect,  rule,  order  and  dispose  of  all  other  matters  and 
things,  and  particularly  that  which  relates  to  the  making 

of  purchases  of  tlic  native  Indians."  These  paraj^n-aphs 
would  appear  unimportant,  it^  tlioy  did  not  concede  a  ]irin- 
ciple  for  which  the  I'oundei-s  of  Rhode  Island  had  con- 
tended from  the  beginning,  and  which  was  not  incorpo- 
rated in  any  other  charter.  Possession  by  right  of  dis- 
coveiy  was  a  European  doctrine  coeval  with  the  days  of 
Columbus  and  de  Gama.  First  exercised  by  the  Su- 
preme Pontiff,  who  claimed  the  exclusiye  right,  as  G-od's 
ViceL::ereiitj  tu  tlie  temporal  control  of  all  newly-discov- 
ered countries,  it  was  soon  addpted  by  the  maritime  j low- 
ers an  a  part  of  the  r<wal  prcrojj^ative.  Overlooking  that 
principle  of  justice  which  establishes  propriety  in  the 
original  posBCssor,  the  sovereigns  of  Europe  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  assert  their  claim  over  both  Americas.  The  rights 
Off  the  aborigines,  heathens  and  barbarians  as  they  weie^ 
presented  no  obstacles  to  these  enlightened  and  Christian 
legislators.  Their  heathenism  was  handed  over  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  church,  their  barljari.sni  to  the  civ- 
ilizing agency  of  <^nnj)o\vder  and  steel.  Although  the 
method  of  admimstration  was  more  summary  in  the  Span- 
ish and  Portuguese  possessions,  the  principle,  in  its  broad- 
est extent,  was  recognized  by  the  British  crown,  though 
mely  acted  upon  by  the  English  colonists.  Against  the 
abstract  right,  as  well  as  the  positive  abuse  of  these  pie* 
tensions,  the  settlement  of  Rhode  Island  was  the  first 
solemn  i^rotest.  Mercy  and  justice  combined  to  raise  the 
voice  of  indij^nant  rebuke  ai!;ainsl  the  wholesale  assump- 
tion of  territorial  rights,  urged  by  the  Council  of  Ply- 
mouth under  their  patent  from  King  James.  For  the 
bold  denunciation  of  those  words  of  the  patent  in  which 
ibe  King,  as  the  "  Sovereign  Lord "  of  this  continent, 
grants  by  his  "  special  grace,  mere  motion  and  certain 
knowledge,  '  a  large  portion  of  America,  reachiug  from 
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CHAP,  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth, 
Roger  Williams  was  twice  snbjected  to  the  censure  of  the 
authorities  of  Massachusetts*  This  principle  was  the 
only  one,  save  that  of  "  soul  liberty,"  which  Roger  Wil- 
liams initiated  in  Massachusetts^  ot'  the  many  factious 
procet^dings  that  later  writers,  follow  ini;  Huhhard,  liave 
laid  to  his  charge.  Upon  this  point,  the  exclusi\  e  rii!;ht 
of  the  aborigines  to  their  native  soil,  Mr.  Williams  was 
decided,  and  his  views  were  mnintained  by  those  who  fol- 
lowed him  to  Rhode  Island.  They  were  set  forth  by  Dr. 
Clarke  in  hu  addresses  to  the  King,  and  thus  became  em« 
bodied  in  the  Royal  charter.  The  operation  of  ilie  thing 
was  the  reverse  in  this  State  from  what  it  was  elsewhere. 
The  other  colonii  s  claimed  the  soil  l)y  virtue  of  grants 
from  llie  Kin^ix.  and  eontiriiied  their  titles  by  purchase 
frr.m  the  Indians,  ur  by  conquest.  Here  the  paramount 
title  was  held  to  he  in  the  aborigines^  and  the  right,  fir^^t 
obtained  j&om  them  by  purchase,  was  only  confinned  by 
patent  from  the  crown. 

The  second  remarkable  point  in  this  charter  is  the  am- 
ple  protection  which  it  extends  to  the  rights  of  conscience. 
So  full  and  absolute  is  this  i^uarantec,  and  so  different 
from  the  prevailinf^  Ppirit  of  tlie  nste,  that  the  principle  it 
embodies  iias  come  to  be  considered,  not  only  as  the  pecu- 
liar honor  of  Rhode  Island,  but  as  being  the  sole  distin" 
guishing  feature  of  her  history.  It  declares  'Hhat  noe 
person  within  the  sayd  cobnye,  at  any  tyme  hereafter, 
shall  bee  any  wise  molested,  punished,  disquieted,  or 
called  in  question,  for  any  difference  in  opinione  in  mat- 
ters of  reli;j;i()n  which  doe  not  actually  disturb  the  civill 
peaee  of  onr  sayd  colonye  ;  but  thai  all  and  everyc  per- 
bnii  and  persons  may,  from  tyme  t(»  tyme,  and  at  all  tymes 
hereafter,  freelye  arid  fullye  have  and  enjoye  his  and  thcire 
owne  judgments  and  consciences,  in  matters  of  religious 
concernments,  throughout  the  tract  of  lande  hereafter 
mentioned;  they  behaving  themselves  peaoeablie  and 
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quietlie,  and  not  using  this  libertie  to  lyccntiousnesse  and  chap. 
piofaneuesse,  nor  to  the  civil  injurye  or  outward  disturb-  ,J!^ 
ance  of  othiers."   It  ishould  be  remembered  that  the  laws  ' 
of  England  rigidl]r  required  uniformity  in  religious  beUef. 
Church  and  State  were  essential  portions  of  each  other. 
This  grant  there&ie  repealed  the  laws  of  England,  so  fkr 
as  Iwiiodc  Island  was  conceriictl,  by  i-xcc  pting  lier  froni 
their  opemtion,  and  left  tlie  ponple  uf  this  colony  precisely 
where  the  iiarliaraentary  patent,  by  its  significant  silence 
on  this  subject,  had  lett  them.    It  was  a  signal  triumph  i 
&r  what  is  now  recognized  as  the  fundamental  principle  / 
in  ethics,  in  religion,  and  in  politics.* 

The  remaining  point  to  ho  noticed  as  distinguishing 
this  charter  from  all  others  that  have  emanated  from  the 
throne  of  a  monarch,  is  its  purely  republican  character. 
When  the  culuuy  'was  organized  under  tliC  previous  pa- 
tent, the  Assembly  declared  "  that  the  form  ui'  ^o)Vemment 
established  in  Providence  Plantatiuus  is  Democratical, 
that  is  to  say,  a  government  held  by  the  free  and  volun- 
taiy  consent  of  all,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  free  inhabit- 
ants/' This  was  a  novel  doctrine,  at  least  in  the  history 
of  the  modem  world,  and  although  it  was  sanctioned  by 
the  charter  of  a  republican  parliament,  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  pass  the  seals  of  a  Royal  Council.  Yet  it  did 
so  pass,  and  in  almust  the  same  terms  in  which  it  had  be- 
fore l>rcn  secured.  After  contrrriiiL^'  ]m>\v«.t  to  elect  their  t 
own  otficers  and  to  make  their  own  laws,  "as  to  them  ' 
shall  seem  meet  for  the  good  and  welfare  of  the  said  Com- 
pany," it  requires  only  that  such  laws  "  bee  not  contiarie 
and  repugnant  unto,  but  as  near  as  may  bee,  agreeable  to 

'  It  is  worf'iy  <'f  notice  that  Charles  IT.,  in  his  foniou.^  Icft^-r  tn  t!if  Coin- 
mont,  known  us  the  "  Declaration,"  from  Bredii,  .\pril  4  14,  ItioO,  j^ronuH'* 
religious  freedom  to  his  subji'Cts,  in  the  evcut  of  Im  restoration,  in  prcci<el,v 
the  I&ngtiage  lued  in  the  charter  of  Rhode  laliuid,  that  do  man  shall  he  dk- 
ftneUd  or  eotfeel  m  fuetlkm  for  diffrrmeet  of  <:pinion  m  matters  of  rtU^Um 
tckich  tlo  n<rf  flixturb  th«  peace  of  the  kmgJamT*  Echard'9  Hi^t.  of  En  j:land,  il. 
Sd7 ;  Bapin  boidc,  22d  voL  xL  p.  180,  where  the  dedaratton  is  cited  in  fulL 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  TH£  STATS  OF  RHODE  IS{<AKD. 


the  laws  of  this  our  Bealme  of  England,"  and  adds  the 
same  qiiaUfyiiig  and  practically  annulling  words,  consid- 
ering the  nature  and  constitution  of  the  place  and  people 
there/'  The  extent  of  the  powers  conferred  hj  this 
charter  is  indeed  surprising.  The  military  arm,  always 
rolled  upon  as  the  distinctive  l>arricr  of  the  throne,  is  for- 
mally and  fully  surrt'iHlerod  to  the  people,  in  this  instru- 
ment, even  to  the  extreme  point  of  declaring  martial  law 
— a  grant  which,  in  repeated  cases,  the  government  of 
Bhode  Island  successfully  defended,  in  later  years,  ag^dnst 
the  threats  and  the  aiguments  of  the  royal  goTemois  of 
New  England. 

Thus  it  was  that  Khode  Island  continued,  as  she  had 
begun,  iLii  independent  State,  tltrough  all  the  viei>sit\ide8 
of  the  Mother  couiitiy,  and  was  imatiectcd,  siive  at  one 
hrief  inteiTal,  by  the  clianges  that  swept  over  the  neigh- 
horing  colonies.  With  this  charter,  serving  as  the  basis 
of  government  rather  than  preecrihing  its  form,  the  State 
led  the  way  in  the  final  struggle  for  national  independ- 
ience. 

Under  it  Bhode  Island,  as  heing  no  less  truly  than 

'j)rofessedly  republican,  adopted  the  Constitution  of  tho 
United  States  and  was  reeeived  into  the  American  T  'nion. 
So  lar  as  this  charter  was  eoncerned,  a  single  provision, 
fixing  the  apportionment  oi'  re]>i  esentative8  for  the  several 
towns,  which  time  had  rendered  unjust  in  its  operation, 
and  which,  it  was  contended,  could  not  he  remedied  other- 
wise than  by  an  alteration  of  the  oiganic  law,  led  to  its 
abrogation  in  1843,  at  which  time  this  venerable  instru- 
ment was  the  oldest  constitutional  charter  in  the  world. 
For  one  Imn  lred  and  ej\ditv  years  it  ha<l  Iteen  res^arded  as 
'  the  shield  oi"  popular  treed  on  i  against  iioyal  prerogative  ur 
Federal  encroachment.  It  was  the  last  remaining  beacon 
planted  by  the  Republicans  of  tlio  peventeenth  century, 
and  so  firmly  that  the  war  of  the  Revolution  had  not 
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changed  its  positioD,  for  they  both  rested  upon  the  same  I  crap. 
foundation — ^the  inherent  light  of  self-government.         j  ^  ^ 

The  Gk>veni]nent  was  vested  in  a  Governor,  Deputy*^ 
Qovemor,  and  ten  Assistants,  named  in  the  charter,  with 
a  Honse  of  Deputies,  six  from  Newport,  fbur  each  from 
Providence,  Portsmouth   and  Warwick,  and  two  from 
every  other  town.    The  I'ormer  were  to  be  chosen  annual- 
ly at  Newport  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  May,  the  latter 
by  their  respective  towns.  The  whole  legislative  body  was. 
called  the  General  Assembly,  and  was  to  meet  twice  a| 
year,  in  May  and  October,  hut  they  could  alter  the  time 
and  place  of  meeting  at  will   Benedict  Arnold  was  ap- 
pointed the  first  Gbvemor,  and  William  Brenton,  Deputy  ! 
GNjfvemor/  *  ^ 

In  "^new  no  doubt  of  tlie  acts  of  non-iutercuursc  cxist- 
in«r  ac^ainst  Jtlioclo  Ishind  in  tlie  neighboring?  colonies,  the 
charter  special ly  required  that  the  people  of  this  colony 
should  be  permitted  to  pass  unmolested  through  the  adja- 
cent provinces,  and  an  appeal  to  the  King  was  guaranteed 
in  case  of  fhrther  disputes.  In  all  cases  the  charter  was 
to  he  construed  most  £eivorahly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
grantees.  The  boundary  lines  were  minutely  defined. 
They  are  those  which,  after  more  than  a  eentury  of  con- 
test with  the  ftd  jdi! liner  colonies,  w^re  finally  ebtablished 
in  accordance  with  the  charter,  and  exist  at  this  flay. 

The  western  boundary  was  the  source  of  immediate  and 
violent  dispute,  prolonging  instead  of  quieting  the  difficui* 
ties  already  commenced.  The  charter  of  Connecticut 
bore  date  fifteen  months  anterior  to  that  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  bounded  that  colony  on  Narraganset  Bay.  The  peo- 
ple of  Rhode  Island,  upon  the  first  notice  of  this  legalized 
robber)'  of  so  lar;4o  a  |}ortion  of  their  territory,  charged 
those  of  Connecticut  with  underhand  dealing  in  the 

*Tlje  A«i^tanta  were  William  Bulstou,  JoLu  I'ortcr,  Koger  Williamn, 
ThotuoA  Olncj,  Job  a  Smith,  John  Grvcne,  John  CoggcahaQ,  Jftmet  Bftricer, 
William  Fftild,  and  Jowpb  CkxkA 
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CHAP,  means  employed  to  obtain  that  result,  and  maintaiiied 
that  upon  a  proper  lepieflentation  of  the  &ctB  the  obnoz- 
ions  portions  wonld  be  re?oked-*4md  so  indeed  it  proved. 
The  Bhode  Island  charter,  referring  in  terms  to  l^t  of 

Connecticut,  and  expressly  limitini^  the  territory  therein 
conveyed  in  accordiiiice  with  the  claiiiis  of  Khude  liilaud, 
designated  the  Pawcatiiclv  river  as  lier  western  boundary, 
any  graunt,  or  clause  in  a  late  graunt,  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  Connecticut  Colony^  in  America,  to  the 
contiaiy  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding;  the  afoie- 
sayd  Pawcatuck  liTer  haveing  byn  yeilded,  after  much  de- 
bate, for  the  fixed  and  certain  bonndes  between  these  oar 
Bayd  CN'lonies,  by  the  agents  thereof ;  wlio  liave  ak^)e 
agreed,  tliat  the  sayd  Pawcatnek  river  shall  l)ee  a Isoe  call- 
ed alias  Narraganset  river;  and,  to  prevent  other  disputes, 
that  otherwise  might  ari^e  thereby,  forever  hereafter  ahaii 
be  construed,  deemed  and  taken  to  bee  the  Narragansei 
liver  in  our  late  graunt  to  Connecticut  Colony  mentioned 
as  the  easterly  bounds  of  that  CoUony/'  Nothing  could 
be  more  explicit  than  this  recital,  yet  it  did  not  suffice  to 
settle  tlu!  difficulty.  The  agreement  made  by  the  two 
agents.  Gov.  Wintln  o[»  and  Dr.  Clarke  on  the  part  of  their 
respective  colonies,  was  ili^^owned  by  Connecticut,  on  the 
ground  that  their  agent  had  no  longer  any  authority  to  act 
for  the  colony,  his  commission  hsTing  expired,  as  they 
said,  upon  the  completion  of  his  labors  in  obtaining  the 
charter.*  Even  if  this  were  so,  we  do  not  see  how  that  ob- 
jection could  set  aside  a  Royal  grant.  It  could  only  affect 
the  force  of  a  btatement  in  the  charier  which  is  simply 
explanatory  and  altogether  secondary  to  the  main  question 
at  issue.  Of  the  Ihct  of  the  agreement  there  is  no  denial. 
Of  its  binding  ctfect  upon  the  two  colonics  there  might  be 
a  question  if  the  plenaty  powers  of  the  Connecticut  agent 
had  ceased,  as  was  asserted,  when  his  charter  passed  the 

'  See  iCeport  ot  the  Koyal  CommiMiooers,  October,         la  1  M.  il.  r. 
238. 
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seals.   But  ih»  validity  of  the  giant  itself  is  untouched  chap 
hj  the  enor  or  the  accaiacy  of  one  of  the  leasona  therein 
anigned  for  makiiig  it.  19^^ 
This  agreement  was  the  resnlt  of  arbitration.  The 

points  of  diffeivnce  being  submitted  to  live  referees  were 
decided  by  tlicni  iu  four  articles.  Tlie  first  fixed  rmvca- 
tnck  river  as  tlie  Ixumdaryand  named  it  Narragansct.  The 
second  ^iive  the  Quinnebaug  tract  to  Cnnnecticut.  The 
third  allowed  the  inhabitants  around  Smith's  trading  house, 
being  the  Atherton  c(Hnpany,  to  choose  to  which  of  the 
two  colonies  they  wonld  snhmit ;  and  the  fourth  declared 
that  the  rights  of  |>ropcrty  should  be  maintained  through 
the  colonies.  To  these  four  proposals  the  two  agents  as- 
sented, as  a  final  is^uc  of  tlicir  differences.  The  second  April 
and  fourth  are  nnijni)ortant,  the  other  two  include  the 
whole  real  matter  in  dispute."  We  cannot  understand 
how  any  such  agreement  could  of  itself  bind  either  colony- 
If  Winthrop  exceeded  his  powers,  as  charged  by  Connecti- 
cut,  in  giving  up  tenitory,  Clarke  equally  exceeded  his  in 
yielding  jurisdiction  over  a  purchase  made  in  violation  of 
the  laws  of  Bfaode  Island  ;  for  the  desire  of  the  Atherton 
men  to  submit  to  Connecticut  was  well  known,  and  the 
giving  them  this  choice  was  nutUiug  less  than  al>andoning 
all  control  over  their  lands.  It  was  in  fiict  admittini;  a 
foreign  colony  into  the  heart  of  the  8tute ;  an  evil  from 
which  riliode  Island  had  already  suffered  too  much  in  the 
case  of  Pawtuxet.  But  Bhode  Island  did  not  set  up  the 
plea  that  her  agent  had  exceeded  his  powers.  She  stood 
on  the  terms  of  her  charter  in  the  question  of  boundaiy, 
and  in  that  of  jurisdiction  she  adopted  condliatoiy  meas- 
ures towards  the  people  of  Narraganset. 

We  have  alrendv  ^ceu  aluuiilant  reasons  whv  the  Kew 
Kngland  league  should  sympathize  with  Connecticut  in 

•  The  agreement  is  printed  in  1  M.  11.  C,  v.  248,  where  it  is  <l:it 17th 
April,  and  in  R.  I.  Col.  lU^c.,  i.  518,  with  tlio  com<rt  date,  7th  April,  follow- 
ing the  copy  preserved  in  the  Briti&h  Stat*  Paper  Offics«.  New  Ei^Umd  pa- 
perst  voL  3,  p.  90. 
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CHAP,  this  new  occadon  of  dispute.   The  fact  that  their  writ* 
era  have  steadily  cndeayored  to  defend  the  claim  of  Con- 
1668,  necticnt  against  the  rights  of  Bhode  Island,  confirmed  by 

tlie  Kinf^,  and  to  iipliold  the  conduct  of  Winthroj^  at  the 
expeiiisc  of  Dr.  ( iaike,  "wliile  Bliodc  Tfslarut  has  to  this  day 
siJently  submitted  to  the  imputations  cost  upon  her  agent, 
conscious  of  his  rectitude^  yet  careless  to  preserye  his  name 
unRullied^  has  wrought  great  injustice  to  one  whose  chaiac** 
ter  and  whose  talents  appear  more  exalted  the  more  closely 
they  are  examined.  That  foreign  historians,  seeking  to 
give  an  impartial  account  of  this  transaction,  should  have 
l>een  misled  by  the  only  anthoritioB  within  their  reach,  and 
thus  unwittingly  have  attached  an  imiiiL'ritcd  sti^^ma  to 
the  name  of  John  Clarke,  is  natural  and  perhaps  inevitable.* 
But  that  New  England  authors  should  attempt  to  honor 
Winthrop  by  disgracing  Clarke  does  wrong  to  both,  and  is 
alike  ungenerous  and  unjust.  Between  these  two  great 
men  there  appears  to  have  existed  a  cordial  friendship, 
which  was  not  broken  even  by  tlie  delicate  position  into 
which  they  were  thrown  by  the  singular  conduct  of  Con- 
necticut colony.  It  is  true  tliat  Winthrop  in  his  letters 
complained  that  Clarke  had  not  obtained  his  charter  sooner, 
and  that  he  had  done  him  wrong  in  opposing  the  Conneo' 
ticut  charter  after  its  confirmation,  thereby  hindering  his  re- 
turn ;  and  in  the  same  letter  he  sends  a  kind  message  to 
his  Bhode  TRiand  friends,  declaring  that  he  had  no  intent 
to  injure  tlu  iii.  hut  only  "  to  render  a  service  to  their  old 
charter/'  as  well  us  to  tlie  people  of  Narraj^^anfiet.*  The 
geography  of  New  England  was  but  little  understood,  in 
the  minutia)  of  courses  and  distances,  even  by  its  inhabi- 
tants, at  that  time,  and  the  reply  to  that  letter,  written  by 
the  people  of  Narraganset,  as  the  Atherton  settlers  were 

*  For  R  refatation  of  thf)  charges  brought  by  Grahamo  oad  endorsed  bj 
Qnincy  agMut  Glsrke,  ud  for  aa  examinatioa  ioto  the  Ta1ia3»U^  of  Clul* 
meMf  Mer  Appendix  C. 

•  Tliis  letter  is  No.  47  of  the  22d  vol.  of  the  Trumbull  MSS.  ia  the  ar* 
chives  of  the  Maan.  Hut  Soo.   See  A^ndix  D.,  No^  IL 
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now  called,  shows  a  singular  misconception  on  this  point  cHAP. 
either  in  their  minds  or  in  that  of  Winthiop.  It  would 
seem  as  if  Winthrop  had  firsts  in  obedience  to  instmctions  ^  ^ 
from  Connecticat,' l>oimded  that  cobnj  on  Narraganset 
bay ;  that,  u|ion  being  convinced  by  Clarice  of  tbe  injustice 
there  by  done  to  lihodc  Island,  he  agreed  to  the  adjustment 
mentioned  in  the  Rhmle  Island  charter,  and  tliat  thnf, 
while  trying  to  discharge  his  duty  as  the  agent  of  uuc  and 
the  friend  of  the  other,  he  deeply  offended  hoth,  throngli 
want  of  exact  knowledge  of  the  position  and  limits  of  the 
disputed  territoiy. '  To  retort  upon  Winthrop  the  charges 
that  his  defenders  have  made  against  Clarke,  would  be  to 
pervert  the  truth  of  history^  as  has  been  steadily  done  by 
those  who,  anxious  to  shield  their  own  infamy,  or  ignorant 
of  the  seeret  liistoryof  this  transaction,  have  sought  to  east 
ujioii  (  'laikc  the  stiguia  i if  underhand  dealing"  that  at- 
taches to  themselves,  or  have  hlmdly  copied  the  falsehoods 
of  his  enemies.  Where  this  diagrace  properly  helongs,  and 
how,  and  why  it  was  shifted  upon  the  shoulders  of  Clarke, 
will  now  be  shown.  The  Atherton  company  who,  it  will 
be  remembered,  had  bought  lands  in  Narraganset  contrary 
to  the  law  of  Rhode  Island,  and  who  had  constantly  re- 
fused every  overture  made  by  the  Assemhly  for  their  legal 
and  proper  settlement  in  the  State,  heing  composed  of  res- 
idents of  the  other  colonies,  and  <ifAvh(tin  Winthrop  liim- 
selt'  was  one,  were  earnest  in  their  desire  t  *  l)e  placed 
mider  the  junsdiction  of  Connecticut.  They  maintained 
a  constant  correspondence  with  Winthrop  during  his 
mission  at  London ;  the  burden  of  which  was  that  he 
should  so  establish  the  boundary  of  Connecticut  as  to 
acoomplish  their  purpose.  They  also  had  a  special  agent 
of  their  own  in  London,  one  John  Scot,  whose  incautious 
pen  has  farnished  the  evidence  of  his  own  infamy,  and  of 
that  of  ]m  employeri},  while  it  pays  a  tacit  tribute  to  the 

'  The  rratoiw  tbat  Imd  to  this  concliuioii  would  be  tedioas  to  embody  in 
Um  text,  and  wIU  boti  ^pe«r  by  perniiiig  the  letten  imerted  in  Appendix  D. 
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purity  of  Winthrop.  It  wa^  he  who  obtained  the  ikmou& 
letter  iioni  the  King  to  the  United  ColonieSy  cominittuqg 
to  tiiem  the  pfotection  of  the  Atherton  Compa&y  agai&Bt 
the  claimB  of  Bhode  lakuid/  after  Winthiop  had  embadEed 

for  America,  and  only  eeventeen  days  before  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  Ivliode  Ifllaiiii  Lhiii  Icr  which  effectually  repeals 
the  powers  conferred  in  that  letter.  It  seemed  unaccount- 
able that  so  soon  after  au  agreement  had  been  made  by 
which  the  controversy  was  supposed  to  be  settled,  and  one 
of  the  agents  had  embarked  fbt  home,  a  royal  letter  ehoald 
appear,  iirtiially  repealing  the  sabstance  of  the  agveementy 
and  that  in  less  than  three,  weeks  £rom  the  date  of  the  let- 
ter a  h)ynl  act  of  the  most  solemn  natnre,  an  absolnte 
July  charter,  should  issue,  makint;  S])ecial  mention  of  the  s^aid 
®*  agreement,  and  practically  annuUinj^  the  royal  letter. 
There  was  a  confusion  of  dates,  a  confounding  of  powers, 
and  a  manifest  contradiction  of  purposes  about  all  this, 
which  indicated  underhand  dealing  somewhere.  Winthrop 
had  left  England  almoet  immediately  after  signing  the 
agreement.  He,  then,  was  clear  of  suspicion.  Clarke  re- 
mained. That  circumstance  aided  the  plan  of  the  con- 
spirators to  divert  suspicion  from  themselves  to  him.  The 
letter  of  June  was  triuiujjliantly  exhibited  as  proof  of  the 
real  intentions  oftlie  King,  and  the  fact  that  its  tenor  was 
co&tradicted  by  the  charter  of  July  was  held  up  as  proof  ol 
baseness  on  the  part  of  the  agent  of  Bhode  Island. 

We  can  now  show  which  was  the  true  document,  and 
which  was  obtained  by  fraud.  An  obscure  manuscript 
heretofore  unnoticed,  perhaps  from  the  insignificance  of  its 
author,  fastens  upon  liiniself  tlic  charge  of  underhand  dcal- 
insTj  describes  the  manner  in  wliicli  his  ohject  wiis  effected, 
April  names  the  bribe  that  he  gave  to  obtain  it.  John  Scot, 
29.  the  special  agent  of  the  Atherton  company,  wrote  the  let- 
ter, now  for  the  first  time  printed,'^  which  after  tho  lapse 

>  Auto,  chap.  8,  p.  283.   The  letter  is  dated  Jane  21,  16S3. 
*  Se«  Appendix  E  for  tliis  n mnrkable  letter,  with  more  cowoiu  omnments 
thezenpon  than  arc  given  in  the  text 
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of  two  hundred  years,  exposes  the  baseness  of  the  enemies  chap. 
of  Clarke,  shows  for  itself  why  they  so  finely  charged 
him  with  dishonesty^  and  sub^ts  its  anthor  and  his  abet-  I6e84. 
ton  to  the  doable  shame  of  conniption  to  obtain  their  ends, 
and  of  meanness  in  seeking  to  hide  their  conduct  by  de- 
faming tlie  character  of  an  honest  man.  To  the  honor  of 
Winthro])  it  should  be  meutioiR'd  here  that  seven  years 
later,  wliile  Governor  of  Connecticut,  he  refused  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  east  of  F.nwc.ituck  river,  alleging  as  a  reason 
his  agreement  with  Clarke,  which  although  ignored  by 
Connecticat,  he  at  least  deemed  to  be  both  legally  and 
morally  binding  npon  that  colony.  The  q^nestions  of 
bomidaiy  and  of  jniisdiotion  were  Tirtnally  one,  and  are  so 
treated  in  Governor  Winthrop's  message  to  the  General 
ABBcmbly  at  Hartfuid. 

A  great  amount  of  business,  as  varied  in  kind  as  it  was  March 
complicated  in  its  nature,  devolved         the  new  Legisla-  ^* 
ture.    The  Assistants  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  invested! 
with  legislative  power  by  the  charter,  and  acted  conjointly 
with  the  depnties.   The  Courts  required  to  be  remodelled  | 
in  accordance  with  the  charter.   'Mxdj  laws  were  to  be  re- 
pealed as  being  ^^inconsistent  with  the  present  govern- 
ment,"  and  others  enacted  in  conformity  thereto.  Diffi- 
culties of  a  most  serious  nature  ^^thin  an<l  witliout  the 
colony  demanded  attention.    The  new  territory  oi  iilock 
Island  was  embraced  in  the  charter,  and  must  be  provided 
for.    Magistrates  were  to  be  apportioned  among  the  towns, 
and  the  usual  amount  of  private  business  was  to  be  trans- 
acted. 

Notice  being  given  to  all  the  people  to  draw  near,  the 
charter  was  read,  together  with  Mr.  Clarke's  letter  acoom- 

panpng  it,  and  Mr,  Roger  Williams  was  ret|ue8ted  to 
transcribe  it.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
prologue  to  the  proceedini^H  of  tlie  tJourt,  whieli  prelacea 
the  records,  and  contains  a  Ibrmal  acknowledgment  of  grat- 
itude to  the  king  for  his  £eivor.   The  Assembly  then  en- 
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CHAP,  tered  upon  the  business  of  legislation  by  prescribing  the 
mode  of  calling  courts,  and  the  times  and  manner  of  hold- 

1 6r)3-4.  them.  Two  General  Courts  of  triais  in  each  year  were 
1^  !  established^  to  be  held  at  Newport  in  May  and  October, 
and  were  to  consist  of  the  Gknremor^  deputy  GoTenu»r,  or 
either  of  them,  with  at  least  six  Assistants.  Two  othOT 
Courts  of  trials  were  a)»pointed  to  be  held  aninially,  one  at 
Providence  in  Se2)tenil)er,  and  one  at  Warwick  in  March, 
at  which  at  least  three  Assistants,  and  a  jury  of  twelve 
men  selected  equally  from  each  town,  should  be  present. 
An  appeal  could  be  taken  from  these  to  the  General 
I  Courts.  Special  Courts  might  also  be  called,  at  the  re- 
'  quest  and  expense  of  any  person,  with  the  sanction  of 
the  Governor  or  deputy  Gdvernor.  In  the  i^iportionmeni 
of  grand  and  ])L'tty  jurorj^^  Newport  was  to  furnish  live  of 
each,  Portsmouth  three,  Providence  and  Warw  it  k  two  each ; 
but  in  that  of  State  magistrates,  the  two  Ijxecutives  and 
ten  Assistants,  five  were  to  be  inhabitants  of  Newport, 
three  of  Providence,  and  two  each,  of  Portsmouth  and 
Warwick ;  and  the  precedency  of  the  towns  was  settled 
in  this  latter  order,  it  being  that  in  which  they  were  named 
in  the  charter.  The  Assistant nearest  the  place  occa- 
tion  shall  present "  was  to  act  as  Coroner. 

A  question  arose  whether  by  the  charter  it  was  [pro- 
vided that  the  State  mai^istrates,  or  Council,  bhould  be 
elected  by  the  freemen  in  town  meeting,  or  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  It  was  decided  that,  unless  otherwise  ex- 
plained by  advices  from  England,  the  right  of  electing 
these  officers  should  vest  in  the  freemen. 

An  act  was  passed  taking  cognizance  of  the  intru- 
,  sions  and  atteni])ted  usurpations  of  the  Atherton  com- 
pany, and  a  summons  was  issued  requiring  them  t*>  aj»- 
pear  at  the  next  session  of  Assembly,  to  answer  lor  their 
conduct ;  and  similar  attempts  to  settle  in  the  colony, 
without  leave  first  obtained  from  the  Assembly,  were  for- 
bidden under  pain  of  fine  and  imprisonment.   A  com- 
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mittee  was  to  treat  with  Massachusetts  upon  the  chap. 

pending  diffiooltieB  between  the  two  ookmies.  Pnmhamy 
wlio,  at  the  instigation  of  MassachnBetts,  had  snhjected  ]|^'^'| 
bbnaelf  and  his  hinds  to  her  jurisdiction,  and  retained  ' 
poflsesrion  of  part  of  the  tract  purchased  hj  the  War- 
wick men,  was  notiticnl,  upon  tlieir  coiuplaii it,  that  he 
was  witliiu  the  goverumerit  of  Khoile  Tslaml,  ami  must 
adjnst  his  differences  with  tlu;  complainants  ur  submit  to 
legal  process.  A  remonstrance  to  Connecticut  colony 
upon  the  riotous  conduct  of  the  men  of  Southertown, 
and  a  notice  of  intention  shortly  to  run  the  westerly  line 
of  Bhode  Island,  were  ordered  to  be  sent. 

A 'Curious  act  is  recorded  at  this  session  in  fiiTor  of 
Oapt.  John  Cranston,  who,  for  skill  in  his  profession,  was 
licensed  "  to  administer  phibicke  and  practice  chirur«;o- 
rv."  We  liav<'  before  mentioned  instances  of  jihysicians 
being  licensed  by  the  Legislature,  but  in  this  case  the  act 
went  further,  and  we  have  now  to  record,  for  the  first 
time,  the  formal  conferring  of  the  degree  of  M.  D.  upon 
Oapt  Cranston  in  these  words:  ''and  is  by  this  Court 
styled  and  recorded  Doctor  of  phissick  and  chinurgery,  by 
tlM  authority  of  this  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Col- 
lony." 

Notice  was  sent  to  Block  Island  that  the  people  should 
appear  at  the  May  Court  to  be  received  into  the  colony, 
and  JjnTv^s  Sands,  already  a  freeman,  was  appointed  Con- 
stable. This  island,  thu  earliest  authentic  history  of 
which  dates  firom  the  Pequot  war,  and  has  already  been 
noticed  in  that  connection,  remained  subject  to  Massa- 
chusetts until  it  was  annexed  to  Bhode  Island  by  the 
royal  charter.  It  was  granted,  as  a  reward  for  public 
services,  to  Gov.  Eudicott  and  three  others,'  who  sold  it 
two  years  later  for  five  hundreil  pounds  to  Sim(»u  Kay 
and  eight  associates.  The  following  year  they  commenced 
a  settlement,  liquidated  the  Indian  title,  subject  to  a  re»- 

* IMi Oet.,  166a   SmICCB.,!?.  P«rtL,p.8fie. 
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CHAP,  ervation  in  favor  of  the  natives,  and  set  apart  one-ox- 

^^^^  teenth  of  the  lands  for  the  support  of  a  minister  forever. 

j^^-  Soon  afterwaxds  James  Sandsy  who  had  fblbwed  Axtn 
^  Hatcbinaoii  in  her  exile  to  the  ImusIcb  of  the  HvdaoQ,  le- 
inmed  and  settled  on  the  island.  About  two  yean  had 
elapsed  since  the  settlement  was  commenced,  when  the 
jurisdiction  was  transferred  to  Rhode  Island.  The  re- 
moteness ul'  lite  island  rendered  it  almost  independent  of 
the  colony,  and  produced  a  different  system  of  internal 
legpilaiion  from  that  which  prevailed  in  the  other  towns. 
Its  exposed  situation  rendered  it  peculiarly  liable  to  suf- 
fer, not  only  fiom  the  native  Indians^  bat  also  from  the 
attacks  of  piratical  vessels,  by  which  it  was  constantly 
threatened.  The  local  history  of  Block  Island,  tmthfrtlly 
\vritten,  would  present  au  interestinj]^  study.  The  tradi- 
tionary history  of  the  aborifrines  is  lull  of  tlie  romance  of 
war  ;  their  authentic  history  in  connection  with  the 
whites,  alwunds  in  stirring  incidents  ;  the  peculiarities  of 
the  English  settlers  and  their  posterity,  their  customs, 
laws  and  domestic  institutions,  are  among  the  most  singu- 
lar and  interesting  developments  of  civilised  life ;  while 
the  martial  deeds  of  a  people,  within  and  around  whose 
island  there  has  been  more  hard  fighting  than  on  any  ter> 
ritory  of  equal  extent,  perhaps,  in  America,  and  where 
the  horrors  of  sava<]^e  and  of  civilized  warfare  have  alter- 
nately prevailed,  almost  without  cessation,  from  the  ear- 
liest traditionary  period  down  to  a  recent  date,  would, 
altogether,  fumish  materials  for  a  thrilling  history  that 
might  rival  the  pages  of  romance. 
10.  A  fiiendly  letter  was  sent  to  Connecticat,  in  con- 
formity to  the  vote  of  the  Assembly,  reciting  a  reoent 
outrage  at  Westerly,  asking  that  such  acts  be  prevented 
in  future,  and  requesting  the  concnrrence  of  Connecticut  in 

1  6G4.  running  the  line  between  the  two  colonies  at  an  early  dale. 

March  The  conllict  of  jurisdictions  placed  the  Narrajiranset  men 
iu  a  diMcult  position.   They  wrote  to  Conneoticut  for 
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advice,  saying  that  Richard  Smith,  jr.,  was  under  bonds  ciui'. 
to  answer  to  Hhode  Island,  Jind  tliat  a  const aljlc  ajtjx anted  .^^.^ 
by  lihode  Island  might  soon  l)o  expected  at  Wickibrd.*  1^04. 
The  Council  at  Hartford  erected  a  court  at  Wickford,  ^2.*^^ 
and  conferred  on  the  inhabitants  power  to  choose  their 
officers^  recommended  them  to  obtain    an  able  orthodox 
miniBter/'  and  appointed  Capt.  Hutchinson  .to  exercise 
all  males  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  in  the 
use  of  arms,  six  times  a  year.    Wickford  was  now  a  fully 
organized  settlement,  with  control  over  "the  places  ad- 
joining within  the  colony  of  Connecticut."  Fortunately, 
at  this  cri&iS)  a  measure  was  adopted  in  the  King's  Coun- 
cil, that  ]irc vented  a  fata^  coUision  between  the  deter- 
mined and  excited  disputants.   A  commission  was  issued 
to  Col.  Richard  Nichols,  Sur  Bobert  Carr,  Geoigo  Cart^ 
Wright,  and  Samnel  Mayerick,  to  reduce  the  Dutch  prov- 
inces in  America  to  subjection,  and  to  determine  all 
questions  oi  appeal  and  of  jurisdiction,  and  all  boundary 
disputes  ari-sing  in  the  New  England  colonies.' 

At  the  same  time  a  new  and  formidable  claimant  ap- 
peared for  the  contested  territory  of  Narraganset.  The  25. 
Puke  of  Hamilton  petitioned  the  King  for  confirmation  of 
his  rights  in  all  that  countty,  and  much  more,  against  all 
persons  who  had  intruded  upon  the  grant  made  to  his 
father,  tlie  late  M;ii'[uis,  by  the  council  cf  l*]ymouth.'  The 
deed  lield  hy  tlie  Marquis  of  Hamilton  was  given  by  the 
Plymouth  company  wlien  on  the  point  of  surrendering 
their  charter,  and  was  of  lit  fie  intrinsic  value.*  It  how- 
ever served^  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful  nobleman,  still 
further  to  complicate  thb  intricate  question.   It  was  a 

'  MS.  records  ot"  Connecticut  ia  li.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

'  S.  P.  O.  New  Kngluud  papers,  voL  L  p.  194,  antl  Mr.  Bromi'a  MS.  Col- 
lectioOf  voL  i  89.  . 

*  &  P.  O.  New  England  papem,  vol.  i.  p.  200,  Mad  Hr.  Brown**  MS.  Col- 
leetioo,  fci  I.  40. 

*  Ante.  cbap.  i.  p.  S.  The  deed  waa  dated  Ajiril  22d,  1636,  lew  tbra 
Miroa  weekfl  before  the  nurender. 

VOL.  I.— 20 
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CHAP.  Jced  of  fcofmont,  and  conveyed  a  tract  cxteudiug  from 
Comiecticiit  river  to  Narragansel  bay,  **  al>out  sixty  miles" 

1  ()  G  4.  up  the  west  side  of  the  bay  to  the  head  thereof,  and  thence 
north-west  sixty  miles,  where  the  line  turned  in  a  Bonth- 
west  course  to  a  point  sixty  miles  up  north-west  irom  the 
mouth  of  Connecticut  liTor,  and  including  all  islands  with- 
in five  leagues  of  these  limits.  The  name  given  to  this 
niairiiificent  grant  was  "  the  county  of  Cambridge."  ' 

Tlie  session  in  March  had  been  held  chiefly  Ibr  organ- 
ization and  for  tlie  preparatiuu  of  buhiness.  Tlie  fir^t  reg- 
ular Assembly,  as  established  by  the  charter,  met  at  iSew- 
4.  port  in  May.  Benedict  Arnold  was  chosen  GoTcmor^  Wil- 
liam Brenton,  deputy  Grovemor,  Joseph  Torrey,  Recorder^ 
James  Rogers,  Sergeant,  John  Coggeshall,  Treasurer,  John 
Easton,  Attorney,  and  Laurence  Turner,  Solicitor.  The 
latter  oflieer  declined  to  serve  and  was  excused.  Ten  As- 
sistiuits  re  also  ckcted,  and  these  seventeen,  with  eigli- 
teen  deputies  ciiiKiii  by  the  towns,  composed  the  Genei*ul 
Assembly.  As  full  lists  of  the  Bcvcntecn  general  officers, 
chosen  annually  by  the  Assembly  are  given  under  each 
year  in  the  printed  Colonial  Records,  we  shall  hereafter, 
to  avoid  a  tedious  catalogue  of  names,  mention  only  the  two 
executive  officers.  For  the  same  reasons  we  have  not  here- 
toforc  recorded  the  lists  of  commissioners,  or  deputies  un- 
der the  first  patent.  They  were  eighteen  in  number  at 
this  session,  and  increa^^d  two  with  the  addition  of  everv 
new  town.  The  deputies  were  chosen  for  each  session  of 
the  Assembly,  alwa\  s  t  wice  a  year,  and  frequently  oft ener. 

The  name  of  "  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions,'' with  the  word  "  Hope "  ahove  the  anchor,  was 
adopted,  or  rather  continued,  as  the  seal  of  the  colony. 

The  affairs  of  Block  Island  were  definitely  settled  at 
this  session.    Three  messengers  a]»peared^  frcmi  the  island 

"  S.  P.  O,  New  E?;f>-!  ?nd,  vol.  i.  8,  and  Mr.  Brown  s  M>S.,  vol.  i.  No.  10; 
also  see  iCi  port  of  liotir"!  of  Trade  on  this  cl^m,  lOtU  Ma^',  1GJ7,  iu  Mr. 
Browu's  MSS.,  vol.  7,  No.  21. 

*  James  Sanda^  ThomM  Tenj  and  Joteph  Kent. 
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to  sip^ify  tlieir  oht'dience  to  Lis  Majesty's  will.  A  petition  cii ar 
in  behalf  of  sundry  householders  on  the  island,  that  they 
be  received  as  freemen,  was  granted.  The  goTemment  of  i  c 64. 
the  town  was  vested  in  the  hands  of  three  selectmen^  who 
might  call  town  meetings,  hear  causes  of  less,  amount  than 
forty  shiUmgs,  grant  appeals  to  the  General  Court  of 
trials  where  a  larger  sum  was  involved,  and  issue  warrants 
in  criminal  cases.  Liberty  to  send  two  deputies  to  tlie 
Absembly  wan  given  to  the  town  ;  a  copy  of  the  laws  was 
to  be  furnished  them,  and  their  attention  was  specially  di- 
rected to  that  clause  of  the  charter  declaring  freedom  of 
conscience. 

Massachusetts  having  appointed  two  agents  to  treat 
with  Rhode  Island  in  regard  to  Block  Island  and  the  Pe- 
quot  country,  John  Greene  and  Joseph  Torrey  were  com- 
missioned to  meet  them  at  Rehoboth  on  the  last  day  of 
the  month.  Richard  Smith,  jr.,  and  Thomas  Gould  of 
Narraganset,  were  bound  over  in  tlie  sum  of  lour  liundred 
pounds  each,  and  two  Newport  men  in  one-halt'  that  sum, 
to  api>ear  when  called  for,  upon  the  charge  of  seeking  to 
bring  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  within  the  limits  of  the  col- 
ony. These  bonds  were  afterwards  released.  A  warrant 
for  the  same  offence  was  issued  against  John  Greene,  sen., 
who  appeared  and  confessed  his  fault.  Upon  petition  he 
was  pardoned,  and  received  again  under  protection  as  a 
freeman  ot'  the  colony.  Kiciiuid  bmith,  son.,  written 
to,  to  a})i)ear  before  the  Court  on  a  bimilur  c  har<?e.  Ho 
made  no  reply  to  the  letter,  but  rnclosed  it  to  Capt.  Hutch- 
inson,  desiring  him  to  inform  Connecticut  of  the  affair, 
which  he  did.^  2o 

An  active  correspondence  now  ensued  between  Bhode 
Island  and  the  rival  claimants  for  her  soil.   The  meeting  31. 
at  Behobotb  with  the  Massachusetts  agents  had  no  im*- 
portaiit  results.    Block  Island  had  bcL-ome  private  prop- 
erty before  the  transfer,  and  its  owners  had  since  cheerfully 

*  Thate  thne  letters  we  in  &  L  Col  Bee,  u.  4ft-8. 
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CHAP,  adopted  the  proviBions  of  the  charter  annexing  it  to  Bhod« 
,J^,  Island.   The  Pequot  country,  still  claimed  by  Masotcliu* 
1  6  6  4.  setts  in  right  of  conquest,  was  by  the  Connecticut  charter 
entirely  within  her  jurisdiction,  while  the  claim  of  Bhod^ 
Island  for  that  portion  of  it  east  of  the  river,  tinder  her 
more  recent  charter,  atill  left  Massachusetts  rmt  of  the 
question  :   besides  which,  tlie  royal  coiiiinisHiunors  had 
power  to  arrange  all  such  disputes,  so  that  further  discuij- 
sion  was  useless.    The  report  of  the  agents  was  accepted 
by  the  General  Court.  ^   Plymouth  now  entered  the  field, 
^    complaining  in  a  letter  to  Bhode  Island  of  intrusionB  upon 
her  limits.   But  the  most  serious  dispute  in  progress  was 
that  with  Connecticut.    No  direct  reply  having  been  re- 
ceived to  the  letter  written  in  March,  but  only  an  intima- 
tion from  Governor  Wiuthro]),  tlmt  its  contents  would  be 
Jnly   considered  by  the  Assembly  at  Hartford,  another  letter 
^'     was  sent,  l>y  a  sjiecial  messenger,  referring  to  the  former 
one,  and  stating  what  had  since  been  done  by  Bhode 
Island  with  regard  to  the  Connecticut  officers  in  Narrsr 
ganset,  whose  commissions,  it  was  urged,  should  be  re- 
voked.   These  officers,  Kichard  Smith  and  William  Hud- 
son, with  Edward  Hutt  liinsnn  tlion  residing  at  Boblon,  also 
la.    wrote  to  Connecticut  ii]u>n\  ^«oluo  rthibtunce  offered  to  the 
administrator  of  Capt.  Atherton's  estate,  who,  in  behalf  of 
the  heir,  had  endeavored  to  take  possession  of  the  property, 
but  was  resisted  by  the  tenant  who  claimed  allegianoe  to 
Bhode  Island,  although  ho  was  one  of  those  who  had  sub- 
scribed the  submission  to  Connecticut  two  years  before. 
Indued,  several  of  the  Narraj^anset  settlers  had  already 
changed  their  views,  and  were  inclined  to  Rhode  Island, 
_  while  the  original  puic  hasers,  many  of  whom  resided  iu 
Boston,  remained  Una  in  their  preference  for  Connecticut. 
80.    Connecticut  replied  to  both  of  the  Rhode  Island  letters, 
,    proposing  a  joint  commission  to  meet  in  October  to  settle 
all  disputes,  but  asserting  her  claim  to  jurisdiction,  defend-- 

»  I9th  Oct.,  M.  C.  K.,  Vol.  iv.  Tart  ii  p.  140. 
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ing  the  acts  of  her  officers,  and  desiring  Rhode  Island  to  chap. 
forbear  fiirtlicr  interference  with  them.  ^^-L 
Oil  the  arrival  of  the  English  commissioners  at  Boston,  1  6ti4. 
Gov.  Endicot  assembled  the  Council,  to  leoeiYe  the  roynl  'ggf 
letter  and  the  inatroctions  that  required  them  to  raise  a  26. 
fotoe  to  act  againat  the  Dutch^  if  it  should  be  necesiaiy. 
A  Bpedal  eessum  of  the  General  Court  was  held,  and  two  ^z?' 
hundred  men  were  yoted  for  the  service,  to  be  ready  hy  the 
twentieth  of  the  month.    But  their  services  were  not  re- 
quired, for  upon  the  appeiti.iacc  of  the  fleet  oft'  tlie  port, 
^^^ew  Amsterdam,  now  New  York,  surrenderefl  to  the  Bnt-  07 

ish  crown.    Aiania,  now  Albany,  soon  followed,  and  after-  t>ept 

" '  11 
wards  Delaware  castle,  and  other  forts  held  by  the  Dutch 

and  Swedes^  likewise  surrendered  to  8ir  Bobert  Carr.  The 

whole  conquered  territory  was  placed  under  the  government 

«f  CoL  Nichols. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  sitting  at 

Hartford,  of  course  took  ground  against  Ehode  Island,  and  a. 
addresKcd  to  her  a  letter  full  of  warning  and  advice,  based 
iipon  the  royal  letter  of  the  previous  year,  ^^  lierein  the  Nar- 
ra<^anset  iiurcliasers  were  placed  under  their  protection.' 
I*r  i1':ibly  they  did  not  know  by  what  means  that  letter 
bad  been  obtained.  Bhode  Island  took  no  notice  of  this 
nussiye,  bu£  acknowledged  receipt  of  the  one  from  Con-  20 
nectkmt,  and  referred  it  to  the  General  Assembly  for  a 
more  MI  reply. 

The  royal  C«>nnnissiuners,  having  nearly  completed  the 
riubjugation  of  the  Dutch  provinces,  had  their  head-rpiarteia 
on  board  the  Eugliah  fleet  now  being  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  A  delegation  consisting  of  John  Clarke,  who  had 
lately  returned  home,  Capt.  John  Cranston  and  William 
Dyre,  was  sent  on  with  a  letter  from  the  authorities  of 
Rhode  Island,  expressiug  the  gratitude  of  the  colony  to  his  - 
Majesty  for  the  charter,  and  congratulating  the  Commis- 
sioners.   It  appears  by  this  letter  that  a  previous  one,  of 
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,  like  purport,  had  been  sent  by  the  hands  of  Capt.  Baxter, 
,  but  at  that  time  it  was  not  known  where  the  Commission- 
4.  ers  could  be  found.  The  xnessengen  were  kindly  received, 
and  a  gracious  answer  was  sent  back  on  their  return.  The 
courtesy  was  acknowledged  by  deputy  GoYemor  Brenton, 
in  another  letter,  inviting  the  CommissionerB,  upon  their 
visitincr  Klitnli.!  Isktndj  to  iiiako  their  liomc  at  his  hous*'.' 

Tliu  Cuiiiitrticnt  Assembly,  at  tlieir  next  niectiiiix,  up- 
pointed  a  commit  tL'c  to  arrange  the  boundary  ipicbtions 
pending  between  that  colony  and  both  Khode  Island  and 
HassachusettSy  but  ordered  that  they  ^onld  not  give  up 
any  portion  of  their  charter  limits.*  This,  so  far  as  con- 
cerned Bhode  Island,  was  (  (luivalent  to  making  no  a2>- 
pointment. 

At  the  meetinj]^  of  the  General  Assembly  the  nmnv  <,»t 
Juiiii  (Jlarkc  a})p(':us  at  the  head  of  tlic  list  of  deputies. 
He  had  ictmued  in  June,  after  an  absence  of  twelve  years, 
spent  in  the  faithful  service  of  the  colony,  in  England,  and 
again  resumed  a  place  in  the  public  councils,  where,  under 
the  first  patent,  he  bad  been  so  useful  The  joy  of  the  As- 
sembly in  having  him  once  more  among  them,  is  evinced 
in  a  fiingolar  and  emphatic  manner  in  the  preamble  to  the 
first  public  law  jiassed  at  this  session,  establisliliiL?  proxy 
voting  ;  "ami  this  present  AssciuMy  (now  by  God's  gra- 
cious providence  enjoying  the  helpfull  presancc  of  our  much 
honoured  and  beloved  Mr.  John  Clarke,)  doth  declare  and 
ordayne,  &c" 

It  was  ordered  that  at  every  meeting  of  the  Assembly, 
whether  regular  or  adjourned,  the  charter  should  be  read. 

The  inconvenience  to  the  freemen  of  the  remote  towns,  oc- 
casioned by  liawug  to  vote  in  person  at  Newport,  had  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  Abscmbly  at  its  May  session, 
and  been  referred  to  this  Assembly  to  devise  some  legal 

'  The  original  letten  arc  both  in  S.  P.  0.  New  EugUuid  papers^  roL  i.  pp. 
20&-9. 

*  CoL  Bee.  of  CoDiMCticat,  iL  43S. 
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mode  of  Yoting  by  proxy.   They  enacted  that  all  who  did  crap. 
not  come  in  person  to  Newport  might  give  their  votes, 
sealed  np  and  siibBcribed  with  their  own  names  on  the  1664. 

outside,  iutu  tlio  luiiuls  of  ii  magistrate  at  any  rei::ular  i  ^26^* 
meeting,  to  he  di  livored  to  the  Executive  at  the  Cuun  oi 
election  ia  Newport,  there  to  be  opened  and  counted.  If 
the  voter  was  prevented  from  attending  town  meeting,  the 
magistrate  might  yet  receive  his  vote  in  the  same  manner. 

Edmnnd  Calverly,  a  deputy  from  Warwick,  had  made 
serious  charges  agairiat  the  Governor,  in  respect  to  his  of- 
ficial conduct,  which  were  discussed,  and  the  coin])lainant 
required  to  prefer  his  clutri:;e>  in  \vritino;.  Ho  did  so,  l)ut 
failing  to  sustain  them,  in  the  upiuion  ot"  the  court,  he 
was  8UF| -ended  from  voting  until  he  should  give  satisfac- 
tion for  his  oifence.' 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  laws,  to  see 
if  any  were  left  unrepealed  that  were  inconsistent  with  the 
present  charter,  and  to  codify  them  for  more  convenient 
reference.  At  the  head  <>i'  this  oniTiiittee  was  Jolin  Clarke, 
and  tlie  second  meml)er  wn«?  Knirer  WilHains  ;  two  names, 
of  which  the  presence  of  either  sutliciently  refutes  the  slan- 
der contained  in  Chalmers,^  and  copied  by  later  writers, 
attributing  the  interpolated  restrictions  upon  religious  free- 
dom to  the  act  of  this  Assembly.  That  these  words  [pro- 
fessing Christianity]  and  [Roman  Catholics  ezcc[)ted]  were 
the  additions  of  later  times,  is  as  clear  as  any  fact  in  his- 
tory. That  they  were  never  placed  there  at  all  by  the 
deliberate  act  of  the  TiCi^Islature  of  "Rhode  Islan<l,  but  were 
occasioned  by  some  contingency  of  English  politics,  we  fully 
believe,  and  that  the  time  will  come  when  tliis  unjust  as- 
persion upon  the  freedom  of  the  State  will  be  explained, 
and  its  character  be  vmdicated  beyond  a  doubt — as  recent 
developments  have  brought  to  light  the  conspiracy  against 

'  At  thfl  M:\v  so?sion  the  next  year,  Calverly  fdilin^  to  prov<>  his  charges, 
the  (;ov.  rt  .  r  was  declared  hy  a  voto  of  the  Asscmbljr  to  be  iuuoceut  of  tho 
matter*  charged. 

*  PoUtietl  Amnls,  Book  L  chap.  zL 
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CHAP,  the  reputation  of  Clarke — we  are  firmly  convinced.  Tiu» 
.^^^  subject  will  be  conaidered  at  length  in  a  later  Tolume  whea 
^Oct^      come  to  the  repeal  of  the  interpolated  phrases. 

Agents  were  appointed  to  treat  with  Plymouth^  two 
of  whom  were  the  deputy  Governor  and  Boger  Williams. 
They  were  commissioned  to  run  the  eastern  line  oi'  the 
colony  in  connection  with  Plyiiiuuth  agents.  A  letter  was 
s  III  to  IMyniouth,  suf^i^CBting  tlie  time  and  place  for  a 
meeting  to  arrange  diHerences  between  the  colonies.  A 
similar  course  was  adopted  as  to  Connecticat.  John 
Clarke^  John  Greene^  and  Joseph  Torrey  were  commissioned 
to  run  the  western  Hue,  and  to  arrange  all  other  disputes 
with  the  Connecticut  agents ;  but  should  these  refuse  to 
mn  the  Hue,  the  Rhode  Island  men  were  to  do  it  alone. 
A  letter  Wiii?  also  j>ent  to  Conuccucut,  regri^-tting  that  the 
day  tixed  by  the  Hartford  Assembly  for  this  })iiipose  was 
passed,  and  naming  the  twenty-ninth  of  November  as  the 
time  for  a  meeting  at  Southertown,  alias  Pawcartuck. 
Nor.  Warrants  were  ordered  for  the  arrest  of  William  Hud- 
son, of  Boston,  and  Richard  Smith,  sen.,  of  Nartaganset,  for 
unlawfully  exercising  the  office  of  constable  within  the 
Hmits  of  the  colony  under  a  Connecticut  commisaion  ;  but 
these  warrants  were  not  to  issue  till  after  the  time  an- 
pointed  to  treat  with  Connecticut. 

A  law  was  ])a88ed  at  this  session  which  bliuws  the  ^^^s- 
dom  and  foresight  of  our  ancestors,  in  obviating  the  dilli- 
culties  that  mi^ht  arise  from  the  esistence  of  third  parties 
at  a  general  election  ;  that  whereas  there  may  happen 
a  division  in  the  vote  soe  as  the  greater  halfe  may  not  pitch 
directly  on  one  certaine  person,  yett  the  person  which  hath 
the  most  votes  shall  be  deemed  lawfully  chosen."  It  will 
thus  bo  bceii  that  a  ])lurality  clioiee  was  early  adopted  in 
this  State,  It  Nvas  also  provided,  that  in  ease  of  refusal 
to  accept  office,  the  vacancy  ^\  as  to  be  tilled  by  the  (ieu- 
eral  Assembly  until  the  place  was  sniiplied. 

The  old  law  requiring  each  town  to  furnish  itself  with 
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a  cage,  or  a  pair  of  stocks,  wUereiu  to  secure  offeuders,  was  chap 
feeimcted. 

An  audit  of  the  accounts  of  John  Clarke  showed  a  sum  1064. 
of  three  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds  to  be  due  to  him 
by  the  colony  for  hta  expenseB  while  obtaining  the  charter, 
one  hundred  and  one  of  which  were  to  be  paid  in  England, 

and  one  liundred  pounds  had  been  voted  as  a  gratuity  the 
previous  year.  To  meet  tliis  (kbt,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
several  boundary  coTninis.sions  recently  aj)])oiiited,  a  tax  of 
six  hundred  pounds,  current  money,  was  laid.  Of  this 
Providence  and  Portsmouth  were  taxed  one  hundred 
pounds  each,  Warwick  eighty  pounds,  PetacomBoot  twenty 
pounds,  Oonanicut  thirty-six  pounds.  Block  Island  fifteen 
pounds,  and  Newport  the  balance,  being  two  hundred  and 
fenrty-nine  pounds.  In  the  collection  of  this  tax  wheat  was 
valued,  in  colony  currency,  at  iuur  and  sixpence  per  bushel, 
peas  at  three  and  bixpcncc,  and  pork  at  tliree  pounds  ten 
sliilhiigs  per  barrel.  It  was  a  heavy  burden  for  the  im- 
l)Overished  to^Tis,  and  years  elapsed  before  it  was  paid. 
Warwick  sent  a  formal  protest  against  the  large  proportion  Doe. 
assessed  to  her.^  More  than  a  year  elapsed  before  Ports- 
mouth  levied  her  proportion,  and  then  she  sent  a  deputa- 
tion to  treat  with  Dr.  Churke  on  the  subject.*  Providence 
was  equally  backward  in  meeting  the  demand.  The 
uortliern  tuwns  complained  that  they  had  been  at  heavy 
charges  fur  the  two  missionf?  of  Roger  Williams,  and  there-  IGQiS 
fore  should  not  bear  so  large  a  proportion  of  those  lor  that 
of  Dr.  Clarke.  The  rate  remained  uncollected  until  en- 
forced by  a  subsequent  Assembly.  That  it  should  be  so, 
and  that  Mr.  Williams  also  was  never  fully  paid  even  lus 
expenses,  attests  the  poverty  of  the  colonists  at  this  time. 

The  arrival  of  Sir  Robert  Carr  at  Newport,  where  he  ^^^^ 
was  detained  some  days  by  a  storm,  gave  great  satisfaction  iia. 
to  the  people  uf  Khude  Island.    Whatever  fears  were  felt 

'  *  Prinfeed  ia  R.  L  Col.  Boe.  ii.  78. 
'  Bur  PortanHwdi  Reeoidis  Much  1SS5- 
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CBAP.  by  the  rest  of  New  England  at  the  coming  of  these  men, 
their  presence  was  no  sonice  of  regret  in  this  jurisdiction. 
^Smf*        protection  that  a  royal  commission  invariably  aUbnkd 

to  the  oppressed  and  hated  colony,  while  it  enibittci  d  ila: 
animosity  of  her  nciglib<>rs.  incrcasiMl  t  lie  feeling  of  loyalty 
that  a  sense  of  gratitude  had  inspired,  and  which  was  dis- 
played in  something  more  than  fulsome  or  hoUow  pn>fes- 

27.  sions.  Leaving  Newport  Sir  Bobert  spent  some  days  with 
Mr.  Willet,  at  his  residence  on  Narraganset  bay,  and  per- 
snaded  him  to  go  to  New  York,  where,  it  will  be  rcmem- 

^  ^  bered,  he  became  the  first  Mayor  of  that  city.  The  letter 
2, '  that  Carr  wrote  at  this  time  to  Col.  Nichols  is  full  of  in- 
terest.'  H(.'  liad  broutibt  to  IUkkIo  Island  the  r<»val  lottor. 
and  one  from  Lord  Clorcndou  to  the  colony,  wliich  had 
been  given  them  on  their  dopartur©  from  England  to  be 
delivered  in  person  to  this  Government.   A  grateful  ac- 

8.  knowledgment  was  made  by  the  Governor  to  CoL  Nichoh, 
wheiein  the  conduct  of  the  Narraganset  company  was  ad« 
verted  to  and  protection  sought  against  their  proceedings.* 
Com]»laint8  wtie  iiuide  to  Connecticut  by  the  Pawca- 
tnck  Indians  of  the  conduct  of  Jame<^  Babcock  and  other 
inhabitants  of  Westeil)  in  demanding  rent,  and  threaten- 
ing to  drive  them  from  their  lands.  The  Council  at  Hart- 
ford warned  the  Bhode  Island  men  to  forbear  from  urging 

10.  their  claims  whOe  the  question  of  jurisdiction  remained 
open.  A  special  council  was  called  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  attend  Gov.  Winthrop  to  Narraganset,  there  to  meet  the 
royal  conmiissionLis  and  nrgc  the  claim  of  Connecticut  to 
that  cuiintry  under  her  charter. 

16.  Upon  the  return  of  the  three  commissioners  from  New 
York,  leaving  Col.  Nichols  there  in  command,  they  pre- 
pared at  once  to  visit  the  several  colonies,  and  to  investi- 
gate the  conflicting  claims  for  the  soil  of  Bhode  Island. 
Plymouth  received  their  first  attention.   The  G^ral  Aa- 

'  Original  in  S.  P.  0.  New  England,  VoL  i.  p.  ^18, 
li.  1.  Col.  itec.  U.  80-0. 
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aembly  lield  a  special  sefision  to  prepare  for  their  reception  chap. 
at  Newport,  and  appointed  a  committee*  to  meet  with  the 
oommissioxierB  at  Seaoonck  to  adjust  the  bonndaiy  with 
Plymouth.   All  the  expenses  of  the  royal  commissioners  27. 

were  to  be  l)ornc  Lvtbe  colony.  The  comraissioniTs  could 
not  make  a  dclinite  settlement  of  the  line  Ix  tvveeu  Ply- 
mouth and  llhode  Island.  In  their  report  to  Lord  Arling- 
ton they  say  that  the  two  colonies  could  not  agree,  for  that 
Bhode  Island  claimed  a  strip  three  miles  in  breadth  east 
of  the  hay,  which  Plymouth  could  not  concede  without 
great  prejudice  to  her  interests,  and  therefore  they  had,  for 
the  present,  established  the  bay  as  the  boundary  until  his 
Majesty's  will  could  be  known.  Thence  the  commission-  Morch 
ens  came  to  Kliodo  Island.  In  their  instructions  thovwere 
funiislicd  with  a  series  of  propositions  to  present  to  cacli  4^ 
of  the  colonies,  a  copy  of  which  was  forthwith  given  to  the 
GoTemor.*  Soon  afterwards  the  commissioners  went  over 
to  Pettaquamscot  to  settle  the  affairs  of  Narraganset. 
There  the  submission  of  the  Narraganset  sachems  was  con- 
tiiined.  The  Indians  agreed  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  of  20. 
two  Wolf  bkinn,  and  not  to  make  w  ar  or  to  sell  land  with- 
out consent  of  the  authorities  appointed  over  them  by  the 
crown.'  The  whole  country  from  the  bay  to  Pawcatuck 
hver  wqa  named  Kings  Province,  and  all  persons  were  for- 
bidden to  exercise  jurisdiction  therein  without  authority 
-from  the  commissioners.  The  governor  and  council  of 
Rhode  Island,  fourteen  in  number,  were  appointed  Ma^s- 
t rates  of  Kings  rrovince,  to  hold  office  until  the  annual 
election  in  May.  The  mortfra^^ed  lands  held  by  the  Ath- 
erton  company,  were  ordered  to  be  released  upon  payment 
of  aeven  hundred  and  thirty-five  fathoms  of  peage  by  Pes- 

*  Jdw  Gbuke,  John  Ssndlbrd,  Johii  CnuMton,  Roger  WiUmmf  uul  Ban- 

dfiU  Holden.. 

>  Tbo^p  nrp  printed  in  R.  L  Coi.  Bee,  ii.  110,  with  the  action  of  tho  A«- 
«enibly  thereon. 

*  S.  P.  0.  Kew  England  papers,  VoL  i.  p.  231. 
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CHAP,  flicos  or  Ninccraft  to  any  of  the  claimants.    The  pafcfaaM 
^    of  the  two  tracts,  actuaUy  bought  by  this  compaoj, 


1065.  declared  void  fi>r  lack  of  ooDddeiation  in  the  deed,  and  be* 
cause  the  conntiy  had  preyioasly  been  eunendered  ti>  the 

crown,  and  the  purchasers  were  ordered  to  vacate  the 
pR'inises  witliiii  six  niontlis,  provided  the  Indians  should 
retuiid  the  sum  oi"  three  liuudred  fatlioms  oi'  pea<;(\  which 
was  all  they  had  ever  received  for  the  land.^  At  the  ex- 
piration of  the  time  tlie  ortler  to  vacate  wns  revoked,  and 
the  settlera  -weie  permitted  to  remain  till  hie  Majetty'a  wili 
•was  further  known.  From  Pettaqnamacot  the  eommta* 
\pril  proceeded  to  Warwick.    There  the  contioveny 

4.  about  tlie  lauds  of  Westerly  was  decided  in  une<piivocal 
terms,  ])y  a  decree  that  uo  landy  conquered  from  tlin  na- 
tives should  be  dispoBcd  of  by  any  colony  unless  both  the 
cause  of  the  conquest  was  just  and  the  soil  was  inchided 
in  the  charter  of  the  colony  ;  and  further  that  no  odanj 
should  attempt  to  exercise  jurifldiction  beyond  its  chartered 
limits.  The  grants  made  by  Massachusetts  or  by  that 
usurped  authority  called  the  United  Colonies,*  were  de* 
dared  void,  the  settlers  ujion  such  f^rnnts  were  ordered  to 
vaeate  hetbre  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,  an<l  not  to 
prevent  the  Pequots  from  planting  during  the  summer  nor 
to  interfere  with  the  improvements  of  the  la^iul  pur- 
chasers.' Pumham,  the  subject  of  Massachusetts,  who 
.  still .  refused  to  leave  Warwick  Neck,  although  the  lanl 
had  been  fwrly  piuchased  from  his  superior  sachem  many 
years  before,  was  ordered  by  the  commissioners  to  remove 
within  a  year  tu  some  place  to  be  provided  fnr  him  either 
by  MassachuBetts  or  by  Tessieus.  For  this  he  was  to  iv- 
ceive  twenty  pounds  from  AVarwick,  and  if  he  subjected 
himself  to  Pessicus,  tlie  latter  was  to  receive  ten  pounds, 
upon  furnishing  him  and  his  men  with  a  place.  The 
money  was  paid  by  Warwick,  but  Pumham  refused  to  ful- 

"  This  iuijiurtaut  decree  i$  iu  I'ottcr's  Narragansct  R.  L  U.  Ct  ui«  1  *9. 
»  R.  L  Col.  Kcc,  ii.  9 
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£1  ills  fonuor  coutiact  or  to  obey  the  order  of  the  commis-  chap 
sioncr?^,  relying,  as  it  appears,  upon  the  continued  piotec-  .2^1^ 
tkn  of  Massachusetts.^  A  further  decree  was  issued  making  i6C5. 
the  governor,  deputy^  and  twelve  assistants,  who  might  ^^^^ 
bold  these  offices,  from  time  to  time,  by  election  in  Rhode 
Idand,  to  be  likewise  magistrates  of  Kings  Province^  hav- 
ing the  entire  conirul  of  that  territory,  and  any  bcveu  of 
them  miglit  constitute  a  court  tiieiein. 

At  the  May  election  a  great  change  was  made  in  the  May 
list  of  Assistants,  but  three  of  the  old  set  being  returned. 
Two  additional  deputies,  elected  from  Block  Island,  took 
their  seats.  A  new  form  of  engagement  to  be  taken  by 
the  offioeir,  and  of  reciprocal  engagement  to  be  given  to 
them, by  the  administering  officer,  in  the  name  of  the  Btate, 
was  adopted.  The  royal  commissioners  had  not  only  to 
adjust  the  dLspntes  of  a  ])ublic  nature  in  the  colonies,  but 
a  great  number  ul'  private  matters  were  submitted  to  tlieir 
decision  upon  petition  of  the  parties.  Such  were,  for  the 
most  part,  referred  by  them  to  the  local  authorities  to  de- 
termine, and  much  of  the  time  of  the  Assembly  at  this 
session  was  occupied  in  those  afiaira.  Some  of  them  had  a 
bearing  upon  the  public  interests,  involving  charges  against 
the  Assembly  itself,  as  did  the  cases  of  Calverley  and  of 
Williani  Harris,  wliich,  for  this  reason,  were  referred  biick 
to  the  eoniniissioners.  William  Dyre,  the  newly  chosen 
Solicitor  tor  the  colony,  having  been  guilty  of  a  similar  im- 
propriety, in  a  petition  to  the  conniiissioners,  admitted  his 
fault,  in  writing,  to  the  Assembly,  and  received  pardon. 

The  five  propositions  presented  by  the  commissioneis 
on  their  first  coming  to  Bhode  Island  were  placed  before 
the  Assembly.  Tliey  are  as  follows  :  "  It  is  his  Majesty's 
will  and  pleasure ; 

1.  That  all  h<»i is  holders  inhabiting  this  colonv  take 
the  oath  uf  alh  i^naiice,  an<l  that  the  administration  of 
justice  be  in  his  Majesty's  name. 

'  R.  J.  Col.  fdfe^  il  182. 
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CHAP.       "  2.  That  all  men  of  competent  estates  and  of  civil  con- 
versation,  who  acknowledi^e  and  are  obedient  to  the  ci?il 

1 G  6  5.  magistrate,  though  of  different  judgments,  may  be  adinit- 
^'  ted  to  be  freemen,  and  have  Ubertj  to  choose,  and  to  be 
chosen,  officers  both  military  and  ciWl. 

**3.  That  all  men  and  women  of  ortho(l<  "X  opinion,  com- 
petent kiiowkMl[;e,  ami  civil  Jives,  who  acknowlcdfrc  and 
are  obedient  to  the  civil  iiiai^istrate,  and  are  not  scandalous,' 
may  be  admitted  to  the  SSacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
and  their  children  to  Baptisme,  if  they  desire  it,  either  by 
admitting  them  into  the  congregations  already  gathered, 
or  permitting  them  to  gather  themselves  into  such  congre- 
gations where  they  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  Sacra- 
ments, and  that  ditlerencc  in  opinion  may  not  break  the 
bond  of  peace  and  charity. 

"4.  That  all  laws  and  expresBions  inlaws  derogatory  to 
his  Majesty,  if  any  such  have  been  made  in  these  late  and 
troublesome  times,  may  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken  off 
the  files. 

5.  That  the  colony  be  put  into  such  a  posture  of  de- 
fence that  if  there  should  be  any  invasion  upon  this  island, 
or  elsewhere  in  this  colony  (which  God  forbid)  you  might 
in  some  lueasnre  T)e  in  readiness  to  defend  vonrpclves!,  or  if 
need  be,  to  relieve  your  neighbors  according  to  the  power 
given  you  by  the  King  in  your  charter,  and  to  us  in  the 
King's  commission  and  instructions" 

Upon  these  proposals  the  Assembly  took  immediate 
action.  For  the  oath  required  in  the  first,  they  plead  the 
scruples  of  many  in  the  colony  against  that  particular 
funii,  l>ut  ]»reparcd  "an  engagomeiit "  of  hiiuilar  jmrport, 
and  which,  so  far  as  concerned  its  binding  force,  was  to  the 
same  eifect.  This  was- to  be  administered  to  all  the  free- 
men at  their  next  town  meetings,  whoever  refused  to  take 
it  was  to  be  disfranchised,  and  no  one  could  be  admitted 
a  freeman  without  first  taking  it.  The  second  proposal 
was  accepted,  and  the  mode  of  application  for  those  who 
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do?ire<l  to  be  made  freemen  was  prescribed.    The  third  chap. 

I  V 

mj&i  with  the  cordial  concurrence  of  the  As,<ombl\-.  It  was  s^X- 
in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  the  colony,  and  with  the  terms  l  <>  o  5. 
of  the  charter.  Iii  embodying  it  in  the  instructions  of  the  ' 
coznmisBioners,  for  the  good  of  all  the  American  colonies, 
Charles  11.  exhausted  the  force  of  his  &mouB  promise  con- 
tained hi  the  Declamtiuu  of  Breda.  The  toleration  thus 
exteiuled  U)  the  romote  dopciKlenciea  was  dciiiud  to  those 
to  whom  it  had  iirst  been  pledged.  The  iicarty  accept-  • 
anco  by  the  Assembly  of  this  recommendation  contrasts 
with  the  qualified  assent  given  to  it  by  Flymouth^  the 
most  liberal  of  the  other  colonies,  where  payment  for  the 
support  of  the  settled  ministers  was  insisted  upon,  in  their 
reply,  to  be  made  by  all  **  until  they  hare  one  of  their  own." 
The  essence  of  an  cstablislicd  church,  the  compulsory  sup- 
port of  its  clergy,  was  thus  maintained  even  in  tlie  liltural 
colony  of  the  Pilgrims.  Connecticut  assented  to  the  same 
foroposition  on  condition  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
public  minister  was  not  hindered^  Upon  the  fourth  pro- 
posal the  Assembly  declared  that  all  acts  of  the  nature  re- 
ferred to  were  repealed  when  the  King  was  proclaimed, 
and  a  further  revision  of  the  laws  was  ordered  for  that  spe- 
cific |uiri)(jse.  It  was  probaldy  owing  to  tliis  step  that 
the  leal  uf  the  Warwick  records  was  afterwards  torn  out  by 
order  of  the  town.' 

In  obedience  to  the  last  command,  to  place  the  colony 
in  a  posture  of  defence,  the  Assembly  passed  a  militia  law 
re(piiring  six  trainings  a  year,  under  a  heavy  penalty,  and 
allowing  nine  shillings  a  year  for  the  pay  of  each  enlisted 

»  S.  p.  0.  New  England,  v.  i.  p.  2i^'>8. 

'  The  inscription  records  the  contents  and  is  as  follows:  "  This  leafe  was 
torn  oat  by  order  of  y*  towoe  29th  of  Jum^  1667,  it  being  j*  rabmition 
to  J*  Stat  of  Eogla&d  without  j*  King  Majesty,  it  being  y  ISth  {loge.*  Tct 
a  Ibnuer  entiy  to  tbo  same  effect  as  tho  one  here  destroyed  seems  to  have  es- 
caped tho  oh^rvation  oi  tlie  clerk,  and  remains  to  this  day  on  tho  ancient 
record-s  of  the  town  as  pn«^  1  Mnrrli  Sth,  Ifl.'i-;?.  The  Provi^lcnro  records 
wore  not  mutilated,  and  the  entry  remains  in  the  same  words  as  that  of  War- 
wick. 
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CUAP.  soldier.  Erery  man  was  rripiiivd  to  keep  on  Land  two 
ponndw  of  powder,  and  four  ot  lead.  Eacli  town  wa8o])litj;»'tl 

1C65.  to  inaintain  a  public  maf^azina  for  its  own  defence,  lor 
which  Newport  was  taxed  fifty  pounds  and  the  other  three 
towns  etoh  twenty  pounds. 

Coddii^ton,  who  with  Easton  and  others  had  become 
Quakezs,  had  sent  a  paper  to  the  commissioners  in  March, 
of  what  nature  we  are  unable  to  say,  to  which  an  answer 
was  made  iiiiiiicdiately  and  comiiumicated  to  the  gor- 
ernnr,  to  be  prCBcnted  to  the  Qiiakcrg  in  pivsenee  of  the 
Ap'^enlbly.  This  was  done,  and  at  tiie  same  time  a  copy 
16.  of  t  Ik  five  propositions  was  served  upon  them  to  consider 
and  obey. 

The  action  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  private  cases, 
was  not  limited  in  these  early  times,  to  legisktiTe  meas* 
nres.   Indeed  the  Court  of  trials  was  made  up  from  its 

members,  aiul  the  whole  body  ot>en  exercised  strictly  ju- 
dicial powen=?  n]>on  ju'titiou  of  iiidivivhials.  Not  only 
were  divorces  grnnttd  uikI  a  sejiarate  maintenance  awartl- 
ed  to  the  wife,  bnt  the  whole  proi)erty  of  the  husband 
was  attached  and  held  by  the  Assembly,  until  the  piD* 
visions  of  the  decree  had  been  satisfied.  In  the  caqe  of 
John  Porter,  at  this  session,  they  went  even  further,  and 
annulled  all  transfers  of  property,  that  had  been  made  by 
him  since  the  separation  from  his  wife,  which  had  not  al- 
ready been  recorded.  Upon  hi?*  settlin«j  a  satisfactory 
estate  upon  the  wife  tliese  disuliilitif^s  were  removod. 

Criminal  causes  were  likewise  tried,  upon  petition,  by 
the  Asscmldy.  Peter  Tollman  applied  for  a  divorce  from 
his  wife  on  the  ground  of  adultery.  The  woman,  being 
brought  before  the  Assembly,  admitted  the  charge.  Tbe 
petition  was  granted  at  once,  and  then  the  criminal,  upon 
her  own  confession,  was  arraigned  for  sentence.  The  pen- 
alty was  a  fine  anil  wlii])pinfr,  and  she  was  accordingly 
senteuccd,  by  llie  terin<  of  the  law,  to  pay  the  fine  of  ten 
pounds,  and  to  receive  fifteen  stripes  at  Portsmouth  on 
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tho  ensuing  Monday,  and  on  the  following  week  another  chap. 
fifteen  stripes  at  Newport,  and  to  be  imprisoned  until  the 
aentenoe  was  fulfilled.   Upon  her  petition  for  meroy  the  i  ^  ^  5. 
Court  again  examined  her  a?  to  whether  she  intended 

to  return  to  her  husband.  This  she  refused  to  do  upon 
any  terms.  Her  petition  was  denied,  and  she  was  re- 
manded for  punishment. ' 

The  wide  distinction  recognized  in  our  day  between 
the  three  branches  of  government  was  not  so  early  under- 
stood. Under  the  first  patent  the  President  and  Assistants 
were  executive  officers^  and  had  no  share  in  legislation  in 
Tirtue  of  their  position.  By  the  royal  charter  the  governor 
and  council  became  ex-officio  leginlators  in  common  with 
tlK*  deputies,  and  all  alike  exercised  juilicial  powerfs.  At 
this  time  they  sat  together  Jis  one  House  of  xVsseiiibly,  and 
although  a  movement  was  made  the  next  year  to  alter 
this  s}'6t6m,  it  was  still  thirty  years  b^ore  the  two  bodies 
were  fully  recognized  as  separate  and  coordinate  branches 
of  tlie  legblature,  and  more  than  eighty  years  before  judi- 
eial  powers  ceased  to  be  exercised  by  them,  upon  the 
establishment  of  a  supreme  eoiii  t  (»f  juJicature. 

The  nece«Bity  of  a  harbor  at  Bloek  Island  was  so  ap- 
parent to  the  firi?t  settlers,  that  they  took  the  earliest  oc- 
casion afforded  by  the  presence  of  their  deputies  in  the 
General  Assembly,  to  petition  for  a  committee  of  inquiry 
upon  the  subject ;  and  so  important  was  it,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Assembly,  that  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and 
John  Clarke,  were  appointed  to  visit  the  island  to  see  if 
a  hail>v>i  loidd  be  made  there,  and  what  encouragement 
could  thus  be  given  to  the  hBheru  s.  This  was  the  first 
movement  iu  a  matter  that  has  ever  since  occupied,  at 

'  SIi'"  o>cnped  from  pris  >ii  an  I  was  gon.'  two  y  u---.  I'pv.i  Iit  rt^turn  to 
the  colouy  in  May  16t»7,  she  wm  arrested  auJ  petitioned  tl:--  Court  fur  niiH- 
gation  of  sentence.  The  fine  and  one-hulf  of  the  corporal  puiikUiueut  whs 
femitted,  And  tlie  nittAfaider,  fifteen  itripes  to  be  inflicted  at  Newport,  wm  ex- 
eciiwu> 

TOL.  L— 21 
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CHAF.  various  times,  the  public  attention,  and  which  has  re- 
cently  assumed  its  proper  form  as  a  national  measure^ 

10  0  6.  more  important  to  American  commerce  than  to  the  haidy 
islanders  themselves. 

The  Warwick  men  had  presented  to  thecommitaoDerSy 
upon  their  first  coming  to  Rhode  Island,  a  petition  Bet- 
ting fortli  the  grievances  tliey  had  suffered  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  asking  redress.  They  had  in  vain  sought  jus- 
tice from  their  opproFsor^,  by  letters  and  remonstrance, 
before  appealing  to  the  king,'  and  had  once  Toluntaiily 
infbnned  the  United  Colonies  of  their  intention  to  appeal, 
so  that  they  might  prepare  their  answer  to  the  crown.* 
Attention  to  their  case  was  within  the  scope  of  the  royal 
commission.  It  was  presented  in  proper  season,  ami  laid 
before  the  atithorities  of  Massachusetts  for  them  to  answer. 
This  they  did  at  the  session  of  the  General  Court,  in  a 
80.  very  lengthy,  abusive,  and  rambling  document,  made  up 
of  theological  discussion,  personal  invective,  (md  positive 
misstatements,  wherein  thej  profess  "to  compare  the 
petition,  first,  with  its  authors,  second,  with  their  pnnei> 
pies,  and  third,  mth  the  whole  transaction,"  and  wliich 
they  style  ''an  apologetical  reply."' 

The  commission  itself  was  very  distastetul  to  Massa- 
chusetts. They  regarded  it,  justly,  as  an  interference 
by  the  crown  with  their  self-assumed  prerogative  to  con- 
trol New  England,  and  they  dreaded  that  any  such  power 
should  come  among  them.  The  proceedings  of  the  com- 
missioneni  were  bitterly  denounced  by  the  General  Court 
Among  the  alleged  wrongs  committed  by  them,  "  the 
great  countenance  given  to  the  Rhode  Islanders,"  and 
their  '*  calling,  in  their  public  declarations,  the  United 
Colonies  ^  that  usurped  authority,' "  occupy  a  conspicuous 

*  One  of  0»m  letton  dated  Anguat  22d,  JS61,  is  printed  in  fi.  L  H.  C, 
IL  224-31. 

«  Sept.  1,  1G51.    B.  L  H.  C,  iL  217-19. 

*  T!h'  [  ( titinn  nnd  answer  are  given  in  full  in  M.  C.  &.«  ToL  ir,  Pnit  a. 
p.  253-a5,  and  iu  R.  L  IL  a,  iL  23l-i5. 
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place.    The  temper  of  tlie  Court  may  be  gathered  from  a  chap. 
letter  to  the  author  of  the  petition,  by  one  of  the  coui-  .J^^l^ 
missioners,  while  the  subject  was  under  discussion  in  that  1666. 
body.*    The  controversy  was  again  transferred  to  Eng- 
land.   The  General  Ootirt,  fearing  the  effect  of  auch  a 
report  as  the  oommissioners  must  neceBsarlly  make,  ^^g, 
adopted  an  address  to  the  King,  sufficiently  humble  in  its  1* 
terms,  but  peevish  in  its  spirit,  complaining  that  the 
commissioners  had  violated  the  royal  instructions  by  frus- 
tratin«]^  tlic  objects  for  which  they  were  sent.  Deprecat- 
ing the  misrepresentations  that   these  commissioners 
would  probably  make  with  regard  to  Massachusetts,  the 
address  Taunts  the  superiority  of  its  authors  by  denounc- 
ing most  of  those  who  complain  against  them,  "  as  In- 
dians, Quakers,  libertines  and  male&ctors."   It  concludes 
with  a  display  of  piety  and  loyalty  as  repulsive,  in  this 
connection,  as  it  was  unfounded.' 

Most  of  the  towns  being  still  in  arrears  for  tlie  debt  Oct. 
due  to  John  Clarke,  the  General  Assembly  renewed  the 
order  to  collect  the  tax,  and  notified  the  delinquent  towns 
to  that  effect. 

The  commissioners,  haying  completed  their  examina-  ^^^n 
tion  of  all  the  New  England  colonies,  soTen  in  number,  sent 
home  along  report,  giving  a  sketch  of  the  history  and  ac- 

lual  condition  of  eacli  one.    That  concerning  Massachu- 
setts is  the  lonjjjest  and  expivsacs  th(»  most  dissatisfaction. 
It  was  the  last  colony  visited,  as  the  commissioners  vainly  • 
hoped  that  the  condescension  of  the  other  colonies  might 

*  Mr.  Gorton.  Then  gonUomen  of  Boston  wooM  tdftko  «•  bciUera  iStuA 
tflej  verily  diink  tiiat  the  King  liu  them  to  mncili  power  in  th^  ehax' 
ter  to  do  unjattty,  titat  he  reserrsd  none  for  him«eir,  to  call  them  to  an  ao* 

count  lor  doing  so.  In  .'•hort  thry  rpfiiso  to  let  us  hear  ccinplain^^  against 
thfm.  «^  tlifit,  :it  prc-r'iit,  wo  can  do  nothing  in  your  belialf.  Bat  I  hopo 
shortly  to  go  fur  Kiiglaad,  where,  if  God  bless  m©  thither,  1  ahall  truly  rcp- 
rctent  jour  sufferings  and  your  loyaltjr.  Your  assured  friend,  Georg<»  Cart- 
vrigbt  Boston,  S6th  Mej,  1665."  E.  L  H*  ii.  S46.  The  gofemment 
eo|ij  it  in  Britiali  S.  P.  O.  New  Xngland  papen^  toL  UL  p.  8. 
•M.  C.  B.,T0L  ir.  PartlL  t744». 
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CHAP,  tend  to  diinimgh  the  refiactoiy  spirit  there  shown ;  but 
they  could  not  obtain  a  hearing  even  npon  some  oases 
16  65.  specified  in  the  royal  letter,  to  be  determined  by  tiisai.* 
^  The  substance  of  the  report  on  Bhode  Island  may  be 

gathered  from  what  has  befi>re  been  written.  Of  the 
^sariaganset  Bay,  it  says,  "it  is  the  largest  and  bAic.^t 
port  in  Kew  England,  nearest  the  sea,  and  fittont  for 
trade."  A  very  remarkable  point  in  this  report  is  the  al- 
lusion to  wliat  is  probably  the  earliest  known  temperanoe 
petition,  that  of  Pessicns,  Sachem  of  the  NaoEganseta, 
desiring  "  the  commissioners  to  pray  King  Charles  that 
no  strong  liquors  might  be  brought  into  that  eonntty,  for 
he  had  thirty-two  men  that  dyed  by  drinking  of  it."  This 
nud  all  the  otlicr  original  papers  referred  to,  were  nn- 
lurtunatcly  lost,  the  ship  in  which  Col.  Cartwright  bailed 
for  England  having  been  captured  by  the  Dutch. 

Although  the  labors  of  the  commissioners  were  now 
apparently  ended,  some  of  their  decrees  remained  no- 
noticed,  and  required  further  attention.   Pnmbam  still 
lingered  in  the  sylvan  retreat  of  Warwick  Neck.  Sir 
Bobert  Oarr  held  a  conference  with  Cheesechamnt,  son 
28.    of  the  old  Sacheni,  at  Smith'a  trading  lionse,  that  resulted 
in  au  agreement  to  remove  at  once  beyond  tlie  bounds  of 
Kings  Province,  upon  receiving  the  ten  pounds  that  Pef?- 
sicus  was  to  have,  and  ten  i>ound8  more  from  the  people  of 
i6fi5-G  Warwick.   He  acknowledged  receipt  of  thirty  pounds,  be- 
*^s"*  ing  ten  pounds  more  than  was  formerly  promised,  and  six 
days  later  the  additional  ten  pounds  was  paid  into  ibe 
9.    bands  of  Pmnham.   John  Eliot,  the  Indian  apostle,  im- 
mediately wrote  to  Sir  Kobert  Carr,  interceding  in  behalf 
_  ,     of  Purnliani,  hut  witlmut  effect.    Sir  Robert,  after  waitinii 
24  *    nearly  a  montli,  bcut  a  peix'mptory  order  fur  the  Indians  to 
move  within  one  week,  and  also  replied  to  Eliot,  rather 
sharply,  for  what  he  justly  considered  an  ill-timed  although 

*  The  entire  rtport  h  iu  S.  P.  O.  New  Kngland,  vol.  i.  p.  2iS-£8.  The 
Report  Ob  Rhode  Island  is  in  R.  I.  Col  Rec^  ii  187-9. 
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well  intended,  interference  on  ihe  part  of  the  missionaryy  chap. 
ftr  whose  satisfaotioii  he  gracionaljr  forwarded  copies  of  the 
tnaaactionfl  in  regard  to  Pamham.   Hoger  Williams  also  1 6  6  6. 
wrote  to  Carr  upon  the  same  subject,  giving  the  history  ^^^^ 

of  the  dispute,  and  wisely  advising  him  that  force  coidd 
effect  nothing  permanent  ap^inst  Pumham,  until  the 
commissioners  had  first  reduced  Massachusetts  to  obcdi> 
ence  to  his  majesty,  because  these  Indians  were  sustained 
hy  Massaohusetts  in  their  resistance.  He  concludes  by 
suggesting  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain  until  harresti 
that  thos,  through  his  mediation,  a  j)eaceab]e  adjustment 
may  be  reached.  Sir  Bobert  sent  for  Mr.  Williams,  and,  ^ 
satisfying  him  of  the  proceedings,  obtained  his  active  as- 
sistance in  the  immediate  removal  of  Punihara.  Thus 
this  "  old  ulcerous  business  "  was  tinally  concluded,  to  the 
great  relief  of  the  people  of  the  colony,  who,  for  more  than 
twenty  yeiliSy  had  been  harassed  by  the  intrigues  of  their 
neigbbm  with  these  turbulent  natiyes.* 

The  delay  of  the  towns,  in  paying  Dr.  Clarke,  called 
forth  a  severe  letter  from  Roger  Williams,  addressed  to 
W  arwick,  as  the  greatest  delinquent,  which  gave  deep  of- 
fence. It  was  received  on  a  training  day,  and  was  read  at  ^s 
the  head  of  the  company  ;  not  an  unusual  mode  of  pubU- 
cation  in  those  times,  for  even  the  banns  of  marriage  were 
by  law  proclaimed  in  the  same  manner.  The  action  of 
the  town  is  worthy  of  note.  It  was  at  once  emphatic^  and 
under  the  dreumstances,  feeling  as  they  did  insolted  by 
the  tenor  of  the  missive,  it  was  perhaps  tlie  most  digni- 
fied course  they  could  adopt.  They  "  voted  that  the  said 
letter  is  a  pernicious  letter,  tending  to  stir  up  strife  in  the 
town,  and  that  the  town  clerk  record  this  vote  and  send  a 
copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Williams,  as  the  town's  answer  to  the 

^  The  orders  and  letters  here  referred  to,  relating  to  Pamham,  are  printed 
in  E.  I.  Cot  Bm.,  iL  18S-S.  The  diligenoa  of  Seenlwy  Bartfett  In  eolkct- 
ing  tb«  doenmanti  tijftt  go  to  make  vp  a  eootimiou  Uatory  of  the  Slatav  and 
inaertuig  them  between  the  bare  neoida  of  Uie  AMamUj**  pnoMrngt,  it 
wovttij  of  all  eonuncndatioii. 
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CHAP.  M^cL  letter,  no  man  dissenting."    It  should  be  remembereiL 
that  Warwick  had^  at  the  time,  protested  against  her 
16  66.  proportion  of  the  taz^  giving  some  cogent  reasons  £>r  her 
^^^^  dissent ;  and  it  is  probable  that  Williams's  letter  was  not 

60  mild  in  its  language  as  so  delicate  a  subject  required. 
But  that  the  colony  agreed  with  hin  view  of  the  case  ap- 
pears from  the  action  of  tlie  Afcsenil)ly  that  met  the  next 
day.  The  Warwick  protest  was  considered,  and  it  was 
ordered  "  that  a  letter  shall  be  sent  to  them  fsom  the 
Court  to  proTocke  and  stirr  them  np  to  pay  the  rate 
so*  spedUye/'  and  a  similar  letter  was  prepared  to  be  sent  to 
Providence. 

The  form  of  the  engag^ements  to  be  taken  by  freemen 
and  officers  was  a  frequent  matter  of  legislation.  So  great 
was  the  variety  of  opinion,  and  the  latitude  given  to  ten- 
der conscienoes  in  the  colony,  that  it  was  a  work  of  time 
to  devise  some  form  of  words  that  should  not  be  objection- 
able to  any*  Verbal  alterations  and  slight  modifications 
were  made  at  different  sessions,  some  of  which,  in  our  less 
scrupnlons  times,  appear  puerile.  At  this  sesrion  a  oom- 
mittee  consisting  of  the  Governor  and  Nicolas  Easton,  the 
latter  being  a  Quaker,  reported  upon  the  subject  of  the 
freemen's  engagement,  recommending  either  the  form  al- 
ready prescribed  by  the  Assembly,  or  the  oatli  of  allegiance 
as  required  in  England,  or  if  objections  to  either  of  these 
fonns  existed,  the  party  might  adopt  any  equivalent  words 
satisfiictory  to  the  Court.^ 

An  important  subject  brought  to  the  notice  of  previous 

'Tlie  ofEccrs' engjiLTi  rriotit  \va-<  adopted       v  1         altoroJ  M:iy  1665, 
amcnaw^  May  IfiCT.    See  R  I.  ('  >1.  Rcc,  ii.  r.7,  lt7,  187.    That  for  the  tk^ 
•  men  was  »dopteU  Miiy  16(1.',  modHkd  March  KjOtl,  yy.  113,  141-2,  and  gnrc 

riae  to  the  slander  ciiculated  hy  Brinlcy  in  1  M.  11.  C,  v.  21!',  iind  transmit- 
ted by  Holmes,  Annola,  1,  341,  that  the  Quakers  were  outluwtd  L^'  Kluwle 
IduA  in  1686.  ThJs  bt*  b«e&  foiBotont^  fefntod  by  Judge  Eddy  iu  9  If.  H. 
C,  tU.  97;  by  KnowW  Memoir  of  Roger  WitUavfli  SS4,  and  cnlnotily  bj 
BftDoralt  U.  S.,  ii.  67.  In  fact  at  that  time  there  were  two  Qaekon,  if  not 
more,  members  of  the  AaemUy,  end  one  of  tbem  wae  the  next  yenr,  ISSI^ 
ohoeeB  Dt^mtj  Qorenor. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MODE  OF  ADMITTINO  JTBSEMEN. 


827 


Aflsemblies  by  petition  from  Warwick  and  Portsmouth/  chap. 
was  now  acted  upon.  This  was  that  the  deputies  might  «J!^ 
sit  apart  fiom  the  magiBtiates  as  a  sepaiate  HouBe,  thus  ^^^^ 

creating  twt>  Houses  of  Assemblj,  with  equal  jrawerB,  aoting 
as  a  check  upon  eacli  otlier.  The  rule  was  adopted,  to 
take  effect  in  May,  wlien  the  details  of  the  change  were  to 
be  settled.  This  act  was  soon  afterwards  repealed,  and  the 
measure  was  not  adopted  till  thirty  years  later.  The  April 
King  having  received  from  the  commissioners  an  account 
of  their  proceedyigs  in  New  England,  wrote  to  the  colonyi 
expressing  bis  approbation  of  its  conduct,  and  promising 
bis  continued  &vor  and  protection.' 

At  the  general  election  Governor  Arnold  retired  from 
office.  He  had  served  for  three  years,  since  the  adoption 
of  the  new  charter,  and  had  been  for  four  years  president 
of  the  colony  under  the  first  patent.  William  Brenton, 
who  bad  been  deputy  goyemor  for  the  past  three  years, 
was  chosen  governor,  and  Nicolas  Easton  was  elected  to 
ffil  that  place.  The  same  general  officers  were  re-dected 
except  Torrey,  general  recorder,  who  gave  place  to  John 
Sandford,  but  there  was  a  great  change  in  the  list  of  As- 
pistantf,  only  three  of  the  former  ones  being  retained.  It 
was  the  prai^tice  to  admit  as  freemen  those  whose  names 
were  sent  in  for  that  purpose  l>y  the  clerks  of  the  reepec* 
trre  towns,  as  well  as  those  who  perK>nally  appeared  b^ore 
the  Assembly,  being  duly  qualified.  A  large  number  were 
thus  admitted  from  all  the  towns  at  the  opening  of  this 
session.  It  was  also  allowed  to  the  forniti  .Assistants,  l)v 
law,  to  sit  as  deputies  in  the  Goncml  Assembly,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  full  delegation,  a  contingency  which  now  actually 
occurred,  bo  that  several  of  the  old  Assistants  were  sent  for  ' 
to  aid  the  Court.  William  Blackstone  petitioned  for  re- 
lief from  molestation  by  Plymouth  in  regard  to  bis  lands. 

'  See  Warwick  Eeoords,  Oofc.  8, 166i,  and  Portimoath  Baoords  Feb.  SI, 

*  Tbo  letter  u  in  K.  L  Col  Bee.,  il  149. 
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CHAP.  The  petition  was  recorded,  and  answer  returned  that,  if  his 
land  prorved  to  be  within  this  jurisdiction)  justice  shfrald 

1  6  6  6.  be  secured  to  him.   The  Assembly,  or  Oourt  as  it  was 
^  commonly  termed,  could  not  proceed  to  legislation  owing 
to  the  absence  of  deputies,  and  after  waiting  two  days  fur 
4^     their  appearance,  adjourned  till  June,  but  for  soino  eanse 
no  session  was  held  till  September.    At  that  time,  the 

8j>t-  capture  of  Col.  Cartwright  by  the  Dutch,  with  the  loss  of 
all  his  papers,  having  been  known,  a  new  addxess  to  the 
King,  and  letters  to  Lord  Clarendon  were  ordered.  Maps 
of  Plymouth,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  were  prepared 
to  accompany  this  aildress,  in  order  to  show  their  respec- 
tive bonndarief?,  %vh!ch  it  w;is  ]>rayed  might  be  confirmed  ac- 
cording to  the  charter.  The  letter  to  Lord  Clarendon  ex- 
presses regret  that  no  adequate  return  can  be  made  by 
the  colony  for  the  many  faTors  he  has  conferred  upon  it, 
but  states  that  the  colony  had  designed  to  set  apart  a 
tract  of  one  thousand  acres,  suitable  for  a  fieinn,  and  to  beg 
his  acceptance  thereof.  The  present  wants  of  the  colony, 
for  which  they  petition,  are,  that  Narraganset  bay  should 
be  fortified,  that  such  eomiiiereial  privileges  !»*'  extended 
as  may  de  vol  ope  the  resources  of  the  place,  and  that  a 
portion  of  the  fund  for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the 
Indians  may  be  applied  to  establish  a  school  for  the  Hax^ 
ragansets.  Enclosed  in  this  letter  was  a  paper  setting 
forth  seven  reasons  why  the  Kings  Province  should  remain 
a  jtart  of  Rhode  Island,  and  another  paper  presenting  also 
seven  arj^uments  why  the  eaRtern  line  of  the  colony  should 
be  made  to  conform  to  the  terms  of  the  charter. 

The  difficulty  experienced  of  late,  owing  to  the  non- 
attendance  of  deputies,  who  hitherto  had  served  without 
pay,  caused  the  passage  of  an  act  to  pay  all  the  membes 
of  Assembly,  and  of  the  Courts,  three  shillings  a  day,  whik 
employed  on  these  duties.  The  per  diem  of  the  Assembly* 
men  was  not  paid  in  cash,  but  their  accounts,  certiiiod  by 
the  Moderator,  wore  to  be  allowed  in  ofiiset  of  taxes  levied 
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in  their  mpective  towns.   The  Ooort  fees  were  paid  in  chai'. 
cash^  upon  oiden,  signed  by  the  goTernor,  to  the  public 
tteasaier.  In  case  of  absence  a  fine  of  six  shillingB  a  day 
was  imposed.   If  the  general  sergeant,  or  any  town,  fiiiled     ^ ' 

to  <^ive  due  attention  to  the  summons  of  tlie  governor 
caUinji;  an  Assembly  or  a  Court  of  Trials,  a  fine  of  five  • 
pounds  was  imposed  upon  the  delinquent  party.  To  hold 
9k  colony  court  of  trial,  the  presence  of  the  governor,  or  his 
deputy^  and  of  four  Assistants  was  required^  and  should 
that  number  not  be  present,  every  absentee  was  subjected 
to  a  limllar  fine  of  five  pounds.  Whoever  should  attempt 
to  vote  at  any  election,  not  being  a  freeman  of  the  colony, 
was  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  pounds,  or  to  bo  othcrvvii>c  punish- 
ed as  the  General  Assembly  might  sec  fit ;  and  no  one 
was  to  be  admitted  a  fieeman  upon  election  day. 

The  delay  in  paying  the  debt  due  to  Dr.  Clarke  was 
likely  to  iuTolve  him  in  serious  trouble.  His  house  was 
mortgaged  to  Bichard  Dean  for  one  hundred  and  forty 
poonds,  advanced  some  years  befine*in  London,  on  account 
of  the  colony.  The  time  for  payment  had  long  passed,  and 
a  foreclosure  was  threatened.  The  Asserahlv  now  assumed 
the  debt.  A  special  committee  of  eleven  men  was  ap- 
pointed, with  extraordinary  powers,  to  collect  the  arrears 
of  the  BIX  huTidred  pound  tax  levied  for  tliis  object  two 
years  before.  The  town  sergeant  and  constables  of  every 
town  and  viUage  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  com- 
mittee, at  whose  order  tbey  were  to  assemble  the  people, 
and  to  levy  by  distraint,  if  required  to  do  so.  William 
Harris  was  placed  at  the  liead  of  this  committee,  who,  with 
any  other  four  of  the  number,  were  to  act  at  their  discre- 
tion and  to  report,  the  ensuing  month,  to  the  Assembly. 
They  were  unaUe  fully  to  accomplish  the  object  in  so  short 
a  time,  and  were  continued  at  the  next  session  ;  and,  bo-  ^^t- 
cause  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  exchange  on  Englandi 
they  were  empowered  to  send  an  adventure  to  Barbadoes, 
or  elsewhere,  at  the  risk  of  the  delimiuent  parties.  Power 
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CHAP,  was  iiho  given  tliern  to  cuUt'ct  arrearii  due  upon  other  ratei 
^^^^  laid  by  the  colony,  prior  to  the  one  for  Dr.  Clarke. 

1666.  John  Clarke  was  appointed  to  make  a  digoat  of  the 
laws,  "  leaving  ont  what  maj  be  anpeifluoiUy  and  addng 

•  what  may  appear  onto  him  necesBaij,*'  and  a  conmnttoe. 
of  three  was  named,  to  examine  the  work  when  done^  and 
to  report  at  a  liitme  Assemhlj. 

1667.  The  next  year  there  were  verv  few  changes  made  at 
May  *  .  .  . 

1  the  general  ek'etion.  Char<;es  were  brought  against  Wil- 
liam Harris,  one  of  tlie  Assistants  from  Pro^^denco,  for  ex- 
ceeding his  powers  as  an  ofiicer.  The  fipecific  allegationa 
are  not  given.  The  engagement  was  administered  to  him 
notwithstanding  a  motion  for  delay.  This  caused  a  pro* 
test  to  he  entered  upon  the  records  by  those  who  thooi^t 
that  the  c1iar|;eB  should  be  examined  before  he  was  qnali- 
fied  as  a  magistrate. 

England  was  now  at  war  with  F ranee  and  Holland. 
Symy^toms  of  disaH\'etion  on  the  part  <tf  the  Indians  wero 
manilested.  Invasion  on  one  hand  and  treachery  on  the 
other  threatened  the  feeble  colony.  Prompt  measorea 
were  taken  for  defence.  In  each  town  a  council  of  war 
was  organized,  consisting  of  the  town  councQ  with  the 
tain  and  lieutenant  of  the  train  band.  These  were  re- 
quired to  proTide  ammunition  to  the  Talne  of  fifty  pounda 
for  Newport  and  of  twenty  pounds  for  every  other  town. 
Commipsions  were  issued  bv  the  Assemhiv  ii>  the  Tnilitarv 
officers,  who  were  required  to  be  treemcn  ot  the  colony. 
Cannon  were  mounted  at  Newport,  and  cavalry  corps  were 
fiumed  in  all  the  towns.  The  governor  and  oomunl  held 
fiequent  meetings  between  the  sessions  of  AssemUy. 
Their  acts  were  equally  binding  with  those  of  the  latter 
body.  The  council  empowered  any  magistmte  to  require 
assistanee  in  case  of  need,  and  to  impress  men  or  appro- 
priate pro|)erty  to  thepubUc  service,  being  responsible  only 
to  the  General  Council.  The  Indians  upon  the  island  were 
diaannedy  and  the  mainland  towns  were  advised  to  adopi 
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the  B,ime  measure.  A  few  days  later  all  male  Indians,  cuap. 
over  sixteen  years  of  age,  were  sent  off  the  island,  and  no  .J!^ 
Englishman,  above  that  age,  was  permitted  to  leave  with- 
ont  a  pasBport,  or  to  go  on  board  of  any  vessel  that  might  lof 
appioaoh  the  island,  until  her  captain  had  reported  him- 
self to  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  town.  All  ammnnition 
in  private  hands  was  required  to  be  given  up  for  the  pub- 
lic use.  A  committee  was  a]i])ointcd  to  exaniiue  and  re- 
pair all  arm«  l)f  l( -iiL^iiiti;;  to  the  citizens.  A  special  tax  of 
one  hundred  and  lilty  pounds  was  levied  in  J^ewport  for 
defence.  Letters  having  been  received  from  Plymouth 
conceniing  a  sospected  conspiracy  by  King  Philip,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Narraganset  6a*  21. 
dieme  on  the  subject,  and  a  letter  was  sent  to  them  re- 
quiring their  presence  on  a  certain  day  at  Warwick.  The 
Assembly  confirmed  the  acts  of  the  council,  and  established 
a  series  of  beacoiiH,  where  bigual  fires  should  be  lighted  in 
case  oi  attack,  to  spread  the  alarm  without  delay  over  all 
the  colon  v.  The  principal  beacon  was  on  Wonemyton- 
emi  hill,  whence  the  alarm  could  be  spread  along  the  whole 
coast  by  bale-fires  on  the  rocks  at  Sachuest,  at  Pettaquam- 
soot,  and  on  Watch  hill,  and  northward  on  Windmill  hill, 
the  highest  point  of  the  island,  and  thence  to  Mooshausuck, 
now  Prospect  hill,  in  Providence  ;  and  a  general  system 
of  defence  was  adopted  for  all  the  islands  and  exposed  set- 
tlements in  the  colony  and  in  Kings  Province.  These 
were  the  preliminary  steps  taken  in  view  of  a  ciisis  which 
proved  to  be  still  quite  remote. 

Internal  dissensionB  supplied  the  excitement  that  hoe^  jaQ^ 
tife  dononstrotions  failed  to  bring.  At  the  annual  town  ^• 
ineetiri*;  in  Providence  two  sets  of  town  olhcers  were  elected, 
and  two  sets  of  delej^ates  chosen  to  the  Assembly,  at  two 
separate  meetings  called  by  the  Assistants  resident  in  the 
town, at  the  snmo  time  and  place  ;  one  by  Arthur  Fenner^ 
the  other  by  William  Harris  in  concert  with  William  Car- 
penter, another  Assistant.  It  was  the  duty  of  one  of  the 
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CHAP.  Afifiifitants  to  call  town  meetings,  but  of  which  <me,  in  IUb 
case,  does  not  appear,  nor  is  it  burnrn  why  two  calls 

166  7.  issued  ;  bat  it  is  sapposed  to  be  owing  to  a  shairp  oontvo*- 
yetsy  then  existing  upon  local  qnestions  relating  to  the 
town  limits.  The  result  was  unfbrtanate  in  creating  a 
bitter  feeling  that  it  required  iiiany  years  to  assuage.  A 
narrative  of  the  affair,  entitled  The  Firebrand  DiscoT- 
ered  "  was  drawn  up,  by  yote  of  the  town,  and  sent  to  the 
other  three  towns.  This  presents  the  view  of  the  Fennsr 
Action.  The  other  side  entered  a  complaint  to  the  Qerr- 
emor  against  Fenner,  which  led  to  a  special  seesbn  of  the 

ju]^  Assembly  at  which  both  sets  of  deputies  appeared.  The 
^  seats  were  awarded  to  the  Fenner  party.  The  coinjflaiuL 
of  Harris  against  Fenner,  charging  tlie  latter  with  "acting 
in  a  route''  upon  town  meeting  day,  was  then  examined, 
and  Femier  with  his  deputies  were  acquitted.  The  town 
officers  .elected  by  the  Fenner  meeting  were  pronoanoed 
to  be  the  legally  chosen  officers  ibr  the  year.  A  letter 
was  sent  to  Providence  stating  the  action  of  the  Assembly 
with  the  reasons  thereof.  Harris  having  upon  insufficient 
grounds  eaused  this  session  to  be  held,  expressly  for  the 
trial  of  Fenner,  was  fined  fifty  pounds,  and  for  other  more 
serious  reasons  was  expelled  from  the  office  of  Assistant, 
two  of  his  colleagues  protesting^  and  another  was  dioeen 
in  his  place.  The  fine  was  remitted  the  next  year  by 
advice  of  Cot  Nichols^  governor  of  New  York^  to  whom 
Harris  had  complained.  To  prevent  similar  vexations 
suits  in  future,  an  act  was  passed  that  no  Assistant  should 
indict  any  person,  for  matters  pertaining  to  another's  in- 
terest, witliout  the  sworn  evidence  of  two  witnesses  under 
the  hand  of  another  Assistant,  whose  names  should  be  en- 
dorsed on  the  bill  of  indictment 

The  first  troop  of  horse  oiganiaed  in  Bhode  Island  le- 

^iq  '  ported  for  duty  at  Newport  in  August,  and  was  commis- 
sioned by  the  governor  and  council.   It  numbered  twenty- 
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mud  men  well  BMmnted  and  equipped.*  The  A  s  embly  con-  chap. 
tinned  to  the  towna^  till  furtiber  nofcioe^  the  full  militiuy 

be&re  eonfiBtred  on  them.  Tlie  strife  about  the  ^^^J- 
Karrmganflet  countTy  stUl  contmiied.  The  mode  in  which  go.' 
Rhode  Island  liad  run  her  western  line,  beyond  the  Paw- 
catuck  river,  caused  great  dissatisfaction,  and  many  depo- 
sitions on  that  subject  were  given  by  the  people  of  South- 
ertowD,  or  Stonington  as  it  was  now  called;^  Hermon  Gar- 
let,  the  EngUsh  name  of  Wequashcooke,  who  had  been 
made  diief  of  the  Peqaots  by  the  United  Colonies^  renewed 
the  eompiaints  Ibnnerly  made  by  the  Indians  against  the 
Westerly  settlers,  who  had  driven  them  across  the  river, 
and  Fouglit  relief  from  Connecticut.  The  deputies  from 
Stonington  also  complained  of  intrusions  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river,  committed  by  John  Craudall,  who  had  laid 
ont  a  mile  square  of  land  for  his  son  within  the  limits  of 
tfaeur  town.*  These  acts  on  the  part  of  Bhode  Island  were 
imjoetifiable.  They  proceeded  no  doubt  firom  a  spirit  of 
retaliation  in  the  minds  of  those  who  had  formerly  suffered 
80  much  from  the  men  of  Southertown.  The  Assembly  at 
i^lartford  onlered  notice  of  these  encroacliments  to  be  ^ven  lo. 
to  Rhode  ]  -l;iTiil  with  a  request  that  they  be  discontinued, 
and  should  this  not  suffice  then  the  constable  was  required 
to  arrest  the  intruders.  A  letter  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  17. 
Goveraor  Bxenton. 

Kassaohnsetts,  although  her  claims  had  been  super- 
seded by  those  of  Connecticut,  and  her  right  to  interfere, 
even  with  the  Indians  had  Ijeen  denied  bv  tlie  royal  com- 
misaioners,  embraced  an  opportunity  presented  by  the 

*  Tbeir  namet,  from  the  Coundl  recordisi,  are  ^T«a  in  R.  I.  CoL  Rec,  ii. 
21S. 

'  SofBtlicitown  WM  ioooiponftBd  MHSMlnuetti  Oct  IStlt,  1S58.  The 
BAme  wa«  changed  to  Mistick  hy  the  Connecticut  Assembly  Oct.  16C5, 
and  then  to  Stonington,  and  bounded  by  the  Fawcatuck  liTer^  Majr  lOth,  • 

16C6.    Conn.  Col.  ncc,  ii.  20,  3r». 

'  Garret's  petitiou  was  dated  May  Glh,  that  of  the  deputies  wa^  pre50Dtcd 
Oct.  lOUi.    Conn.  Col.  Rec,  ii.  80. 
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CHAP.  Nij)iiiiicks,  who  a(  ]:n<)wiedged  her  supremacy,  to  impose 
,^^1^  terms  on  the  Narragansets.    The  Nipmucks  petitioned 
16  67.  for  redress  for  spoliations  committed  by  the  Narragansets. 
31^'  The  General  Court  iock  up  the  matter^  as  of  right,  and 
settled  the  diffienlty.  It  was  a  measoze  of  peace  and 
therefore  commendable,  hat  it  does  not  admit  of  rigid 
scrutiny  into  the  claim  of  jurisdiction  over  the  Nipmndc 
country  upon  which  the  interference  was  based.'    A  corres- 
pondence was  carried  on  between  various  parties  in  liho<.lc 
Island,  and  Col.  Nichols,  Governor  of  New  York,  as  the 
head  of  the  late  royal  commiflsion.   Hia  replies  were  made 
in  a  private  capacity,  his  power  as  a  commisaioner  having, 
in  his  opinion,  ceased, 
incs.      An  uigent  petition  was  presented  hy  the  town  of 
Stonington  to  the  Assembly  at  Hartford  for  prot€ction 
against  liliode  Tsland/-'  and  on  the  name  day  tlie  people  of 
Wickibrd  also  petitioned  to  be  again  received  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  Connecticut. 

The  general  election  made  but  little  change  in  the  of- 
fioera,and  is  only  remarkable  for  the  triumph  of  the  Har- 
ris party ;  William  Harris,  notirithstanding  his  expolsioii, 
being  again  chosen  an  Assistant,  and  the  other  two  As- 
sistants from  Providence  being  of  hisfeetion,  wliile  Fenner 
liimbelf  was  dropped.  This  is  the  more  sinjxular  as  there 
is  evidence  that  Harris  at  tliis  time  had,  or  was  about  to, 
become  the  agent  of  Connecticut  in  prosecuting  her  claim 
against  Rhode  Island.  A  very  long  document  from  hk 
pen  is  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Oonnecticnt,  arguing 
against  the  Assembly's  apportionment  of  the  taxes  for  the 
payment  of  Dr.  Clarke,  on  the  supposed  ground  of  the 
rightful  jurisdietion  of  Couneetieut  in  tlie  Narra^zanset 
country.'  But  tlie  governor  refused  to  adnuuister  the 
engagement  until  Harris  should  clear  himself  from  an  in- 

»  M.  C.  R.,  vol.  iv.  Part  ii.  p.  SST-*. 

'  Conn.  Col.  Rec,  ii.  550. 

'  Thi^i  vfM  ftlod  Oct.  1G<>6.   A  cop7  is  in  B.  I.  Hist  Soc.,  MSS.  toL  <i 
Conn,  papers,  p.  49-G7. 
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dSctment  brought  against  him  for  charging!;  tlic  Court  of  chap. 
Trials  with  injustice.  The  deputy  Governor  was  less 
scrnpulouB ;  by  bim  Harris  was  duly  qualified,  aud  a  cer- 
tificate sent  as  usual  to  tbe  towns.  The  town  of  Warwick 
protested  againBt  this  act  as  being  irregular,  and  refused 
toadniovledgebimasalegalofficer.i  The  town  of  Prov- 
idenoe  sent  a  bitter  remonstrance  to  tbe'Gh>7emor  and 
council  against  the  election  of  Harris  and  his  colleaguea, 
but  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.* 

Connecticut  appointed  agents  to  treat  with  lihode 
Island  upon  the  foregoing  complaints,  who  were  instruct- 
ed to  require  the  withdrawal  of  intruders^  to  assert  the 
jurisdiction  of  Connecticut  accoiding  to  her  charter^  and 
to  demand  a  written  reply.  These  propositions  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  council  at  Newport,  who  replied  to  Gov- 

ernor  AViiiilirop,  referring  to  the  decision  of  the  Hoval  . 

.  ■  Aug. 

Commiisbiuiicrs,  aud  to  the  Pawcatnck  River  clause  in  20. 
the  charter,  but  saying  that  if  any  violations  of  those 
tenns  had  been  coTumitted,  justice  would  be  rendered 
upon  due  course  of  law. 

Massachusetts  again  interfered  in  the  affidrs  of  Nam-  sept. 
ganset,  by  sending  messengers  to  request  the  sachems  to  ^* 
appear  at  the  General  Court  to  answer  complaints  made 
against  them  hy  the  Narraganset  purchasers.    The  Wick- 
ford  men  renewed  tlieir  petition  of  May,  to  liave  tlie  gov-  8. 
emment  of  Connecticut  extended  over  tlicm.  The  Hartford 
assembly  desired  advice  from  CoL  Nichols  on  this  matter. 
They  also  notified  Bhode  Island  to  send  commissioners  to 
meet  a  committee  appointed  by  them  to  adjust  differ- 
enoes  at  New  London.'   This  notice  was  not  received  till 
after  the  Assembly  had  adjourned,  and  hence  could  not  be 
acted  upon  before  the  next  spring.    The  Wickford  peti- 

'  Sea  Warwick  ret^onU-,  .hino  1,  1668. 

'  It  is  dated  81st  Auguiit,  ItiUd,  and  is  found  in  Staples*  Annals,  147-^0. 
'  Conn.  CoL  Bee,  iL  102,  103,  582— «Im  B.  L  CoL  Roo.,  iL  225-80, 
wtieio  moit  of  tlw  foregdi^  pt^Mn  ue  printed. 
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CHAP,  tio^  ^^^^  referred  to  England,  and  Mr.  Willys,  and  Robert 
Thompson  of  London,  were  appointed  to  present  the  sub- 

1 6  G  8.  ject  for  the  dedaion  of  his  Majesty,  but  nothing  decisive 
was  effected. 

39,  The  General  Amemblj  lemitted  the  fine  of  fifty 
pounds  imposed  upon  WilHam  Hams  the  previous  year. 
Upon  WiUiam  Blackstone's  petition,  John  Clarke  was  ze^ 

queiited  to  write  to  Plyiiioiitli,  waniiiig  that  colony  not  to 
molest  hi  in  in  the  ([uiet  pof^fiession  of  his  lands.  A  large 
number  of  tVeeineii  were  admitted.  The  Assembly  ad- 
journed until  March,  to  give  place  to  the  Court  of  Trials. 
1668-9.  Up  to  this  time,  it  was  usual  for  any  party  who  was 
indicted  to  plead  his  own  cause  before  the  courtfi,  but  as 
this  required  more  wisdom,  or  knowledge  of  the  law,  tban 
every  man  possessed,  the  Assembly  now  enacted  that  any 
person  who  was  indicted  might  employ  an  attorney  to 
plead  in  his  behalf,  and  furtherj  that  ;i  pending  indict- 
nieui  bhonld  not  ])rovt'nt  any  general  otlieer,  fairly  elected, 
from  holding  his  ottice  ;  but  that  he  should  nevertheleps 
be  subject  to  trial.  This  statute  seems  to  be  intended  to 
meet  the  objections  brought  against  William  Harris  by 
the  town  of  Warwick.  A  sharp  controversy  existed  be- 
tween that  town  and  the  Assistaiits  of  Newport,  who  sus- 
tained Harris  in  the  vigorous  measures  he  had  adopted, 
as  chief  of  the  committee  for  collecting  the  femons  tax  of 
26.  six  hundred  pounds,  levied  in  JGG'  i.  At  a  town  meeting, 
held  to  henr  a  letter  from  the  Newport  Assistants  on  this 
subject,  action  was  taken  that  deserves  a  place  among  the 
curiosities  of  legislation.  * 

'  "Voted:  Upon  the  reading  of  a  letter  dia'ctcd  to  *Mr.  ICdmnud  Ciilvor- 
ley  find  Bfr.  John  Gr^rne  and  the  rest  of  that  fnrfion,'  Scv..  dc-iring  to  be 
commuuirat^d  to  the  honest  inhabitants  ot"  Warwicli  tuwu,  subscribed  John 
Cranston,  to  tlic  cud  of  the  chapter,  dated  the  20th  January,  1668,  and  find- 
ing tho  aame  dotb  not  sniwer  tiie  town's  letter  to  that  part  of  the  oomodttee, 
Ac.,  wlio  rende  at  ^ewpor^  toodUng  the  rate;  bnt  u  foil  of  imelvfl  Ian- 
gnnge,  m  if  It  had  been  indicted  in  hell ;  Therefore  die  town  imanimonslv  do 
oondomn  the  same,  and  tiiink  it  not  fit  to  be  put  nmeiigat  the  reoonia  of  tb« 
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The  General  Assembly  mot  on  Tuesday,  a  recent  cnw. 
law  requiring  them  to  meet  the  day  before  election,  that 
a  full  attendance  might  prevent  delay  in  the  choice  of  i  ^' 
officers.  Benedict  Arnold  was  again  made  goTemor,  and 
Jolm  Clarke  waa  chosen  deputy  governor.  There  vras 
bat  little  change  among  the  other  general  officers.  The 
Harris  party  a<;ain  prevaili'd  in  the  choice  of  tlie  three 
Assistants  froin  Providence  ;  William  Hun-is  liiiiiself  be- 
ing,  as  before,  one  of  the  number.  On  Saturday  they  ad- 
journed for  the  Court  of  Trials,  and  met  again  the  fol- 
lowing Friday^  when  the  letter  from  Connecticut  of  the  t4. 
previoos  October,  was  read,  and  a  reply  was  senti  apologiz- 
ing for  the  delay,  and  accepting  the  proposal  to  send  com- 
miflfdonem  to  New  London.  The  letter  was  forwarded  by 
a  special  messenger,  whose  exj)eiiscs,  as  also  were  those 
of  the  committee  named  in  the  letter,  were  paid  by  volun- 
tary contribution  on  the  spot.  The  sums  tlnis  raised 
were  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  next  tax. 
Misqnamicut,  as  it  had  heretofore  been  called^  was  now 
incorporated  as  the  £fth  town  in  the  colony,  and  named 
Westerly.   Two  deputies  wete  allowed  to  it,  and  the 

eon,  Imfc  do  oider  thsl  tiie  cl«ric«  pot  U  on  «  file  wliere  impertiiunit  pftpen 

shall  be  kept  for  tho  future;  to  the  end  tliat  thu9«  persona  who  have  not 
learnoil  in  the  -rliitol  of  good  ninTituT**  Low  t>i  gpenk  to  men  in  the  language 
<.f  <sr,!srtVfy  (if  tin y  lu-  «nnrrbt  ftr)  m:iy  be  there  foand."  Warwick  n««^or.ii«, 
Mmrch  25tb,  ItiOy,  (New  Yt;ar'*  day,  O.  S.)  We  doubt  if  the  idea  ol  an  **im- 
pertineut  file  "  ever  entered  the  minds  of  any  other  people,  or  if  anywbezie 
else  in  the  arrangement  of  State  Papers,  eo  expressive,  jet  so  convenient,  a 
elMiifieation  tras  ever  employed.  We  liftve  nlmdy  refeired  to  one  doountent. 
*•  the  pcmitious  letter  "  of  iJogcr  WiUitms,  which  prohably  served  as  the  foon- 
dation  stone  for  this  remarkable  structure.  'Hie  notion  of  keeping  a  sepa- 
rate file  for  disafrrpt'able  comnmnlratlon-;  was  not  started  till  this  second  \H~ 
tPT,  *'irulict*>d  i:i  hell,"  was  received.  Thla  was  not  the  \as^i  of  the  kind,  ai> 
we  »huil  pix'!«:utly  sec,  and  the  chuructor  of  the  documouts  consigned  *to  this 
■ignSkmt  feoeptacle,  seeme  to  have  grown  worse  and  worw  at  the  colleotion 
inareaied.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  *}  impertinent  file,**  or  as  it 
vrasaftorwaids  termed  more  energeticaltj,  the  damned  file,**  has  disappeared, 
with  man/  other  of  the  rccordA  of  this  ancient  town,  for  it  would  QO  doabt 
Ibcnsli  msiterials  that  would  amply  justUy  the  votes  of  the  townsmen. 

VOL.  I — 22 
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CHAi'.  usumI  courts  for  lliu  trial  of  small  cauiicb,  were  there  or- 
ganized.    Johu  Clarke  was  (l<  sired  to  write  to  Providence 

I  <>  c>  9.  to  persuade  the  people  to  settle  the  quarrels  there  ex- 
ifiting.  At  the  same  time  a  measure  was  adopted  that 
produced  a  contraiy  effect  in  Warwick.  Execution  was 
granted  to  William  Harris  against  Edmund  Calverlj,  and 
John  Harrod  of  Warwick,  unless  the  litigants  should  at 
once  come  to  a  mutual  agreement,  in  the  case  of  a  land 
dispute  of  long  standing  l)etween  them,  upon  which  Har- 
ris liad  recovered  judgment  in  the  courts.  Against  tliis 
act,  John  Greene,  Assistant,  and  the  deputies  from  ^\'ar- 
wick,  of  whom  Calverley  himself  was  one,  protested,  and 
desired  to  have  their  protest  entered,  but  were  refused,  al- 
though  the  fee  was  tendered  for  that  purpose  to  the  re- 
corder The  town  took  up  the  matter  in  public  meeting, 
refused  to  assist  in  serving  the  execution,  and  entered  the 
protest  upon  their  records  in  full,  with  the  grounds  of 
their  action.* 

Tlie  council  appointed  six  additional  justices  of  the 
]uace  in  Kings  Province,  one  of  whom  was  Richard 
8niith,  the  earliest  settler  in  Narrag^nset,  and  who  had 
formerly  given  so  much  trouble  in  connection  with  the 
Atherton  Company.  In  the  commissions  issued  to  these 
justices,  the  bounds  of  Kings  Province  are  accurateh*  de- 
fined. They  emhrj^ced  all  of  the  present  State  west  of  the 
bay,  south  of  the  latitude  of  Warwick,  hring  the  south 
half  of  Koat  and  the  whole  of  Washingtou  naiiitie^. 
Monthly  meetings  of  the  council  were  established,  but 
the  posture  of  affairs  caused  them  to  be  held  much  ofkener 
July  at  this  time.  Governor  Lovelace,  who  had  succeeded 
^'  Col.  Kichols  at  New  York,  wrote  to  Bhode  Island  con- 
cerning a  plot  against  the  English,  supposed  to  be  form- 
ing between  the  Long  Island  Indians  and  Ninecraft,  sa- 
cheni  uf  the  Narragansets.  The  guvernor  and  council  of 
Connecticut  also  wrote  on  the  same  subject.    The  coun- 

'  Sm  Wannek  reeorda,  June  7th,  1669. 
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eil  met  at  once,  and  sent  some  discreet  persons  to  Narra-  chap. 

•  •         •  FY 

iranst't  to  iii([uin'  into  tliose  coin}}laiiits.     Tliey  found  .Jz^ 
some  cuiissaiics  from  riiilip  of  Moitnt  Hope  eit  the  camp  1669. 
of  the  sachem,  which  confirmed  their  suspicions.     On  '^jj^^ 
their  return  the  Council  issued  a  warrant  to  apprehend 
Klnecraft  and  bring  him  before  them.   A  violent  storm, 
that  lasted  two  days,  preventing  tlie  immediate  service  of 
the  writ,  it  was  renewed,  and  a  letter  was  at  the  same  ^* 
time  written  to  Plymouth,  advising  that  colony  to  ques- 
tion King  Philip  ou  the  subject.    Ninecraft  a])peared  be- 
fore the  Council  and  sustained  a  long  examination.    He  28. 
declared  his  innocence  of  the  charge  of  conspiracy,  and 
explained  many  .suspicious  circumstances  th:it  were 
brought  against  him,  but  his  answers  not  being  in  aU  re^ 
spects  satisfactory,  he  was  dismissed  upon  his  promise  to 
a2)[)car  again  if  sent  for.   Letters  were  sent  to  Connecti- 
cut and  to  New  York,  giving  details  of  the  examination, 
and  <le.siring  thai  any  evidence  in  their  possession  against 
Ninecraft  might  be  forwarded  in  season  for  his  next  ap- 
pearance before  the  Council.    A  brcal  between  some 
English  and  Indians  soon  occasioned  another  meeting  of  is. 
the  Council.    Summons  were  sent  to  Ninecrafi  and  Maw- 
sup,  another  sachem,  to  appear  before  them.   The  Coun*  19. 
oil  recommended  the  five  towns  to  take  speedy  measures 
for  defence,  and  also  required  the  justices  to  assemble  all 
the  people  of  the  villaf:^e8  for  consul tatirm  on  the  same 
subject.    The  two  sachems  appeared,  witli  the  ringleader 
in  the  recent  broil,  who  was  bound  over  for  trial.    Four  27. 
Long  Island  Indians  accompanied  Ninecraft.    They  were 
examined  at  length,  and  so  clearly  explained  what  had 
caused  the  rumors  of  a  plot,  that  the  whole  were  dis- 
charged, and  the  excitement  soon  passed  away. 

Till'  Commissioners  of  tlie  United  Colonies  took  up  Sept 
the  (•■  )ni}>laints  of  the  ]>r(»])lc  of  Stoningtun,  denouuced 
Rhode  Island,  and  advised  that  the  General  Court  of  Con- 
necticut should  demand  satis&ction,  and  if  refused,  that 
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CHAP,  notice  Bhould  be  given  to  the  Bereral  colonies^  and  their 
advice  asked  upon  the  mode  of  seeking  redress.  The 

1669.  New  England  league  exercised  less  influence  thuii  ibr- 
merly.    It  had  heoome  essentially  weak,  and  a  pruposal 

Oct.  to  revise  the  terms  of  union  submitted  at  this  time, 
but  although  it  was  approved  aud  acted  upon,  nothiog  de- 
cisive resulted.*  In  a  few  years  the  confederacy  expired 
by  de&ult,  and  Bhode  Island  was  thus  relieyed  from  what 
had  often  been  to  her  a  source  of  oppression,  and  had'  al- 
ways given  her  great  annoyance. 

So  fkr  from  an  amicable  settlement  with  Harrod,  as 
desired  !»}  ilm  Assembly,  Harris,  the  re])eated  verdicts  in 
whose  favor  entitled  him  to  tlie  linal  jirocesi?  of  the  law, 
wrote  to  liim  a  letter,  wherein  he  so  abused  the  people  of 
Warwick  that  it  was  made  the  occasion  for  a  town  meet- 
4.    ing.   An  address  was  prepared  to  be  presented  to  the 
Assembly,  condemning  the  conduct  of  Hanis  as  danger- 
ous to  the  existence  of  the  colony.   Tho  address  was  read 
18.    at  the  next  town  meeting  ;  and  the  feeling  of  the  town 
was  expressed  in  a  vote  too  plainly  to  be  mistaken.*  The 
27.    letter  was  read  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  ]iarties 
to  the  lawsuit  were  earnestly  entreated  to  settle  their  dif- 
ferences by  arbitration,  but  in  vain. 

The  quarrel  at  Providence  was  renewed  with  fresh  vir- 
ulence. Certificates  from  two  town  clerks,  claiming  to  be 
legally  chosen,  were  presented,  one  of  which  declared  that 
there  had  been  no  election  of  deputies,  and  the  other  cer- 

•  Voted,  That  tlic  letter  prepared  by  the  town  council  toacbing  Williato 
Harris  shall  be  irad,  •which  was  done  accordingly,  and  onlered  to  bo  signed 
by  tile  town  (  lark  in  the  nnrac  of  tho  town,  find  hy  tho  deputies  to  be  deliv- 
ered to  tho  next  lii-iicral  A-N-i'iiilily,  liy  n  ntniiiiiiiuu^  rousent ;  and  tlint  tho 
town  clurk  do  put  the  paper  ol  \\  illiam  Harris,  that  occosioacd  the  letter, 
itjMH  (he  dim^fU  amongft  those  papen  of  that  nature."  Warwick  reoordi, 
IStfa  Oct,  1669.  It  will  he  aeen  hj  thia  that  the  remaricable  file,  referred  to 
in  the  note  «  few  pagea  back,  was  rapidly  Increaaitig  in  nae,  and  becoming 
more  intense  in  it»  eharacter. 
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tifying  to  the  election  of  the  four  deputies  who  claimed  chap. 
their  seats  tmder  it.   Thej  were  rejected,  so  that  Provi- 
dence  was  unrepresented  at  this  session.   This  deplomble  i  o  69. 
feud  caused  the  Assembly  to  appoint  a  special  committee 

of  five  to  go  to  l*rovid('iu'e,  uiul  call  a  meeting  of  the 
townsmen,  to  endeavor  to  persuade  them  to  refer  the  sub- 
jects of  disj)ute  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  parties. 
If  this  was  aj^reed  to,  they  were  then  to  call  a  town  meet- 
ing to  elect  officers  and  deputies ;  meanwhile  all  actions 
at  law  growing  out  of  this  quarrel  were  to  he  suspended 
till  another  meeting  of  the  Assembly.  The  sax  hundred 
pound  tax,  the  real  cause  of  much  of  the  disaffection  now 
existing  in  the  impoverished  colony,  was  not  yet  all  col- 
lected. Tlie  jtowers  i>f  t]ie  committee  were  renewed,  and 
the  bergeant  ^vas  uidcied  to  distrain  at  their  biddini;. 
Warwick  prc])ared  to  resist  this  act,  and  warned  Harris  Nov. 
not  to  enter  the  town  without  leave. 

The  Council  of  Connecticut  wrote  to  the  men  of  Wes-  |g 
terly  to  require  them  to  give  satlsfiiction  for  injuries  in- 
flicted, not  only  upon  those  of  Stonington,  hut  also  upon 
the  heirs  of  the  Atherton  company,  saying  that  time 
would  Ix;  allowed  them  till  the  next  March  to  arrange 
those  matters.    No  notice  was  taken  of  this  mi^Hive  till  iiw-Ta 
the  lime  had  expired,  when  an  answer  was  retiirnetl,  re-  ^JJ®^ 
ferring  to  the  injuries  formerly  received  by  them  from  the 
Stonington  men,  and  stating  that  if  Connecticut  had  any 
complaints  to  make,  the  Courts  of  Bhode  Island  would  do 
justice  to  the  litigants. 

*  An  extra  session  of  the  Assembly  was  called  in  conse-  Se- 
quence of  internal,  as  well  as  of  external  troubles.  Four 
uien  '  wiTC  ap]><)inti'd  to  go  to  Providence,  two  of  whom 
wore  empnwered  to  make  a  list  of  ihe  fn-emen,  an<l  to  call 
a  meeting  of  all  such  to  elect  othcers  and  dej^ntie?*,  and 
to  forbid  any  others        voting  under  peril  of  arrest  as 

'  John  Easton  oiul  Joshua  Coggcshall,  w'lik  Lutt  Strange  and  Jo£4;ph  Tor- 
rey  sddcd  for  coohmL 
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CHAP,  noters.   All  names,  titles  and  passages  in  the  laws  de- 
Jf;^,  rogatoiy  to  the  King,  which  under  the  yariotis  govern- 
1  r>  7  0.  mezLts  prior  to  the  restoration  had  been  ttsed^  were  fi>r« 
'^^^   mally  repealed  ;  but  the  laws  in  which  they  occurred  were 
to  be  retained  in  fiiU  force.    This  was  simply  carrying 
out,  more  fully  lliaii  had  yet  been  done,  the  recomnienda- 
tion  of  the  royal  Commisfionei-.s  on  that  point.    A  ^pt;- 
cial  commission  was  issued  to  the  justices  of  Kings  Prov- 
ince to  arrest  any  person  pretending  authority  from  Con- 
necticut, or  elsewhere,  who  should  presume  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  that  province. 
Apiii       The  Providence  committee  performed  their  duties  by 
*■     calling  a  town  meeting,  at  which  officers,  selected  from 
both  the  contending  ]>ai  ties,  were  legally  chosen.  Affairs 
11»    at  Warwick  proceeded  less  quietly.    Writs  were  served 
Upon  the  town  clerk  and  ujton  Samuel  Gorton,  sen.,  and 
John  Wickes,  sen,  two  of  the  town  Ooimcil,  at  the  suit 
of  the  Attorney  General,  for  debts  due  to  the  colony  by 
the  town  on  account  of  the  old  tax  of  1664,  and  they 
28.    were  imprisoned.    The  town  protested  against  this  act  as 
repngnant  t(j  tlie  hiws  of  Kni;liind,  and  agreed  to  stand 
by  ilieir  oilicers  and  eacli  ntlier  in  n'sisting  it,  in  a  ]>aper 
entered  upon  their  recoixls  and  signed  hy  nearly  all  the 
freemen.    Tliis  difficulty  was  soon  after  settled. 
jgj^       At  the  general  election  the  same  officers  were  chosen, 
4.    but  John  Clarke  declining  to  serve  agpin  as  Deputy  Gov- 
ernor, Nicolas  Easton  was  chosen  in  his  place.   In  the 
choice  of  second  Assistant  from  Providence,  there  being 
some  donbt  which  of  the  rival  eandidates,  William  Har- 
ris or  Arthur  Fenner  was  elected,  and  neither  being  will- 
ing to  sen'e  under  these  circumstances,  Kogcr  Williams 
was  chosen  to  that  office,    A  committee  was  appointed, 
upon  petition  from  Block  Island,  to  obtain  contributions 
for  making  a  harbor  there. 

The  Connecticut  Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to 
meet  such  as  Khode  Island  might  authorize,  to  treat  on 
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the  question  of  boundary  at  New  London,  with  full  pow-  cnAr. 
ere  to  settle  all  disputes,  and  also  in  case  Rhode  Island 
refused  to  treat,  to  reduce  the  people  of  Westerly  and  ^  ^ '  ^' 
Narroganset  to  Babmiasion.  A  letter  to  that  effect  was 
sent  to  Got.  Arnold.  The  pe  ople  of  Stonington  renewed  is, 
their  former  petition  forredreBs.  Gov.  Winthrop  now 
took  that  manly  stand,  against  the  popular  clamor,  which 
his  own  high  sense  of  personal  honor  and  of  pu])liV  right 
dictated.  In  a  forinnl  message  t(i  hin  LugiBlaturc  liu  dis-  17, 
sented  from  the  extreme  course  they  had  decided  to  adopt, 
and  refused,  upon  the  ground  of  his  agreement  with  Dr. 
Clarke,  to  exercise  jurisdiction  east  of  the  Pawcatuck 
river  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  was  further  known,  or 
till  the  question  should  be  settled  by  treaty.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  of  Bhode  Island  replied  to  the  Con-  28. 
necticut  letter,  deprecating  the  threats  it  contained,  ex- 
pressing!: 51  desire  for  peace,  and  a<;reeinL^  ti)  tlie  proposal 
to  send  Commissionei-H  to  New  London.  A  special  ses-  Jurx' 
ftion  of  the  Assemhly  was  called  to  appoint  them.  John 
Greene,  Assistant,  Joseph  Torrey,  Recorder,  and  Hichard 
Bailey,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  were  empowered  to  treat  on 
the  part  of  Bhode  Island.  Their  instructions  gave  them 
full  powers,  within  the  terms  of  the  charter,  and  of  the 
decree  of  the  roval  Commissioner^!.  The  two  committees 
met  at  New  London.  The  negotiations  were  condneted 
entirely  in  writing,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Khode  Island  to 
men.  They  occupied  three  days,  and  embrace  seventeen 
letters.  Connecticut  clalnud  jurisdiction  over  Kings 
Province  by  her  charter.  Bhode  Island  replied  that  that 
only  could  mean  Narraganset  river,  in  the  charter,  which 
was  therein  expressly  described  to  be  suck  This  was  the 
substance  uf  the  whole  correspondence,  whicli  closed  by 
an  assurance  on  tho  part  of  Rhode  Island,  that  if  Con- 
nect icnt  should  attempt  to  usurp  the  guverumcnt  of 
Kings  Trovince  she  would  appeal  to  the  King.  Thus 
ended  this  fruitless  effort  at  conciliation.   The  Connecti* 
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CHAP,  cut  men,  the  same  evemng,  read  a  declaration  of  their 
intention  to  establish  a  govemmeat  at  Westerly,  and 
10  7  0.  Wickfoid,  in  his  Majesty's  Dame.   The  next  day  they 

17!^  went  to  Stonington  and  formally  proclaimed  the  aathor- 
ity  of  ConnecticTit  over  the  people  of  Westerly,  and  sum- 
moncd  tlicm,  as  l.eing  a  part  nf  the  towiislii[)  of  Stoning- 
ton, to  submit  tliereuiito.  Tboy  also  issued  a  warrant  to 
John  Frincke  to  warn  the  inhabitant:*  east  of  Pawcatuck 
river  to  appear  the  same  day  at  Captain  Gookin's  honee, 
in  Stonington,  to  hear  the  proclamation,  but  they  Ruling 
to  obey  the  summons  the  paper  was  publicly  read  on  Qofh 
Idn's  land.  That  night  Frincke  and  two  of  his  aids  were 
arrested  and  sent  to  Newport  jail,  by  James  Babcock, 
sen.,  a  Rhode  Island  officer,  under  a  warrant  issued  by 
Tobias  Saunders  of  Westerly.     Saunders  and  Jiitbcock 

lg  were  in  turn  arrested  and  brought  before  tlie  Commis- 
sioners, to  answer  for  the  seizure  of  Frincke.  They  ad- 
mitted the  charge,  defending  it  by  virtue  of  their  com- 
missions  as  Bhode  Island  officers,  and  were  discharged  on 

1^  bail.  The  next  day  news  of  these  occurrences  reaching 
Newport  the  Council  was  called  together.  A  commissiuu 
was  issued  to  certain  otiicers  to  })rt)ceed  to  Narraa^anset, 
there  tu  Ibrbid  any  one  usurping  government  under  au- 
thority from  Connecticut,  and  to  l)ring  any  such  as  pris- 
oners to  Newport,  or  in  case  of  resistance,  to  read  pub- 
licly the  prohibition^  and  then  to  deliver  it  to  the  o&nd- 
ing  parties.    The  Connecticut  Commissioners,  with  a 

^  force  of  fifty  mounted  men,  went  to  Wickford  on  that 
(biy,  proclaimed  tlieir  «;ovenuuent  and  read  their  charter. 
They  then  sent  messengers  to  Petaquaiuiscut,  who  were 
seized  on  the  roud,  but  were  afterward  delivered  up  on  re- 
quisition. At  this  juncture  the  four  men '  sent  by  the 
Council  at  Newport  reached  Wickford,  bringing  the  pm- 
oner  Frincke  with  them,  and  delivered  their  letter  to  the 
Connecticut  officers.   It  was  immediately  answered  in  a 

'  Joveph  Torres,  KicUord  Biiiley,  James  Barker  and  Cftleb  Corr. 
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tone  corresponding  to  the  policy  that  Connecticut  was  chai'. 
BOW  engaged,  with  a  high  hand,  in  canytng  out.  Hai^ 
▼ard  college  had  received  a  grant  of  five  handled  acres  of  i  <}7  o. 
bud  in  Sonthertown,  at  the  time  of  the  annexation  by 

Massachusetts,  and  now  petitioned.  Connecticut  for  relief  21. 
against  the  people  of  Westerly.  A  siniiliir  proclauiation 
to  lhat  at  Stonin<3^ton  was  set  up  at  Wicklord,  nailed  on  ^2. 
the  door  of  Captain  Hutl son's  house,  and  local  oiiicers 
were  appointed  to  administer  the  government  in  behalf 
of  Oonnecticat.  The  like  declaration  was  also  made  at 
Petaqnamscut.  The  next  day  they  went  to  Stonington 
and  issned  another  proclamation,  warning  the  Rhode  Isi* 
and  officers  not  to  exercise  authority  in  Westerly,  and 
enjoining  upon  the  people  of  that  town  obedience  to  the 
iiiagi«trate8,  named  in  tlie  jiaper,  appointed  by  Connecti- 
cut. They  also  gave  them  liberty  to  use  the  County 
Coort  at  New  London  for  justice  when  required.  Upon 
these  bold  proceedings  being  known,  the  Council  of  Bhode 
Idand  called  a  special  session  of  the  (General  Assembly 
to  meet  at  Warwick  on  the  following  Wednesday.  This 
was  the  first  sesnon  under  the  new  charter  that  had  been 
lield  at  any  other  place  than  Newport.  Tlie  ])n»xlinity 
of  W'aru ick  to  the  scene  of  disturliance  dinilttless  occa- 
nioned  this  deviation  from  what  had  now  become  a  nettled 
usage.  The  cliarter  named  Newport  as  the  place  for  the 
Assembly,  but  permitted  it  t  V  iield  elsewhere,  if  ur> 
gent  occasion  doe  require."  The  Assembly  appointed 
Oovemor  Arnold,  as  the  agent  of  the  cobny,  to  proceed 
to  Iingland,  there  to  defend  the  charter  against  the  in- 
vasions of  Connecticut ;  or  if  he  could  not  go,  then  Dr. 
John  Clarke,  who  had  obtained  the  charter,  was  appoint- 
ed, witii  Capt.  John  Greene,  Af^sistant,  of  Warwick,  as 
joint  agents  for  this  object.  The  Governor  was  requested 
to  write  to  Connecticut  and  the  other  colonics,  as  also  to 
Kew  York,  on  the  same  subject. 

A  debt  of  eighty  pounds  still  due  to  Richard  Dean 
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CHAP,  for  serviccB  In  obtaining  the  charter^  was  paid  by  a  lout 
from  private  individualB  to  the  colonj,  and  a  tax  of  three 

1 670.  hundred  pounds  was  levied  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
new  agency.    Of  this  tax  Newport  was  assessed  one 

hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds,  Providence  and  Ports- 
moiiih  lilty-ono  each,  Warwick  thii  ty-two,  Petaqnaniscot 
uixtccn,  Block  Inland  fifteen,  and  Conaniciit  twelve 
pounds.  Tlio  most  favorable  result  of  this  Assembly  was 
July  ^^^^^  quieted  the  feeling  of  discontent,  so  rife  in  War- 
wick for  six  yeais  past,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  readi- 
2.  nesB  with  which  the  town  now  voted  their  portion  of  the 
new  tax  and  of  the  arrears  still  due  on  the  old  one. 

11.  Gov.  Arnold  wrote  a  long  and  friendly  letter  to  Qtw. 
Wiijthrop,  informing  him  of  tlie  preparations  of  the  As- 
sembly  to  ay>peal  to  the  King  iu  tlie  autumn,  attributing 
the  conduct  of  Connecticut  to  the  iuliuence  of  men  ac- 
tuated by  private  interests,  and  also  asking  the  surrender 
of  a  fugitive  froui  Rhode  Island,  who  had  twice  broken 
jail  and  was  now  harbored  at  8tonington.*  The  mnrder 
of  Walter  House  by  Thomas  Flounders  at  Wickford,  an 

12.  net  of  private  revenge,  now  served  still  further  to  compli- 
cate the  dilHculties  between  the  two  colonies.  The  Con- 
necticut coroner  held  nn  in(|ucst  on  the  body.    When  the 

13*  llhode  Ihhuid  coroner  came  lor  that  purpose  lie  Wiis  de- 
nied access  to  the  corpse.  He  forbade  the  burial^  wliioh 
however  was  performed.  The  Council  at  Newport  or- 
dered the  body  to  be  disintened,  that  a  legal  inquest 
might  be  hold,  and  sent  a  constable,  with  sufficient  force, 
to  arrest  the  murderer,  and  also  those  who  had  obstmcted 
the  coroner,  as  well  as  any  who  might  attempt  to  prevent 
the  ex(  I'ution  of  this  order.    Thomas  Stanton,  one  of  the 

14*  newly  aji]n>in(oi{  magistrates  at  St.»iiiagton,  wrote  to  Con- 
necticut wlmt  had  been  done  iu  the  premises.    The  mar- 

>  This  letter  of  July  I  Ith,  with  all  tlio  papers  relating  to  the  Mtoof  Cod- 

lUH'tlcut,  uml  of  tlio  j.)iiit  coniiuissiioii  from  Mny  Titli,  arc  printeJ  in  R.  L 
i.  «>1.  litH  .,  ii.  :U)i>-9:>ti^  prewntiug  «  complete  documeaUij  himrj  of  this  iin> 
purUut  |>criod. 
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dercr  was  arrcfited  on  tlio  Bhode  Island  warrant  and  taken  chap. 
to  Newport.   Samuel  Eldredge  and  John  Cole,  two  of  J!^^ 
the  Connecticat  officers  at  Wickford,  who  had  obetmctod  1670. 
those  of  Bhodo  Island,  were  also  taken  prisoners.  Flonn- 
dors  was  indicted  for  murder,  and  afterwards,  in  October, 
was  tried  and  executed.    The  two  officers  were  commit- 
ted to  the  custoily  of  the  Sergeant  till  they  febuuld  give 
bail  to  appear  ut.  the  October  Court.    The  Council  of 
Connecticut  appointed  another  constable  at  Wickford  in  21 
place  of  £ldiedge,  and  issued  wanants  to  anest  Samuel 
Wilson  and  Thomas  Mumfoid,  the  Bhode  Island  officers 
who  had  torn  down  the  declaration  of  authority  that  had 
been  set  up  by  the  Commissioners  at  Hudson's  house. 
They  also  wrote  a  letter  to  Rhode  Island,  ctunplaiiiini^  of 
the  jceal  with  which  she  strove  to  maintain  her  rights  over 
the  Kings  Province. 

Tiiat  the  people  of  Connecticut  were  not  unanimous 
in  their  approval  of  the  conduct  of  their  authorities  in 
sQch  high-^handed  proceedings,  but  that  these  were  insti- 
gated, as  Gov.  Arnold  intimates  in  his  letter  to  Qov. 
Winthrop,  by  parties  haviug  private  interests  to  subserve, 
appears,  not  only  by  the  refusal  of  ^Viut]ln)p  to  exticise 
jurisdiction,  as  Governor,  east  uf  Pawcatuck  river,  but 
also  in  a  letter  from  Major  John  Mason  of  Norwich,  to  Au^i:. 
the  Connecticut  Commissioners,  enclosing  that  celebrated 
letter,  recently  received  by  him  firom  Boger  WiUiams, 
which  contains  so  lucid  a  sketch  of  the  early  history  of 
Rhode  Island.^  Mason,  in  this  communication,  depre- 
cates the  action  of  the  Commissioners  in  Nairagauset  a.s 
unwise,  and  describes  the  territory  to  be  gained  as  of 
doubtful  value  compared  with  the  cost  of  contesting  it, 
and  significantly  suggests  that  the  toll  may  prove  to  he 
more  than  the  grist." 

Id. 


The  Geneiai  Assemblies  of  Connecticut  and  of  Bhode 


'  T\xh  important  letter  is  printed  «t  leogth  in  1  M.  II.  C.  i.  21&-283,  and 
iu  part  in  K.  1.  U.  C,  iil  159-163. 
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(  IT Ai>.  Island  met  on  the  same  day,  one  at  Hartford,  the  other 
at  Newport.   The  Connecticut  CommissionerB  reported 
1  7  0.  tbeir  proceedings  at  Narraganaet,  which  were  approved, 
y^'   and  the  officers  named  by  them  in  Kings  Pnmnoe  were 

confirmed.  The  former  bounds  of  Southertown,  as  iiicor- 
poratod  Ity  Mnssacliusetts,  were  «;muted  to  Stoninirtoii, 
which  included  the  whole  of  Wenterly.  A  new  set  of 
CoDimissioners,  including  one  of  the  former  body,  were 
appointed  to  treat  once  more  with  Bhode  Island  on  the 
questions  at  issue^  and  were  invested  with  the  same  pow- 
ers that  their  predecessors  had  received.  Governor  Win- 
throp  sent  in  his  rcBi^ation  to  this  Court,  hnt  it  was  not 
accoptcd.  The  postnic  of  jiti'airs  in  Rhode  Island  is  sup- 
j)u>e<l  to  liave  inliuenci'd  liini  in  this  Btep,  as  he  had  ]>i"e- 
viously  refused  to  violate  hin  agrei^ment  with  Clarke,  and 
to  tnirn|<]e  on  the  rights  of  Rhode  Island. 

The  Assembly  at  Newport  issued  new  summons  to  the 
witnesses  at  Wickford  to  attend  at  the  trial  of  Flounders^ 
the  former  ones  having  l>een  seised  by  a  Connecticut  offi- 
cer before  they  could  be  served.    A  conciliatory  letter 

15.  wa.s  sent  by  two  iiio^seugcrs  to  Connecticnt,  desiring  that 
an  easier  mode  of  se  ttling  the  difioivnces  tluin  by  appeal 
to  England  might  be  devised,  and  relying  upon  the  tem- 
pemte  spirit  of  Gov.  Winthrop's  letter,  it  suggests  a  new 
commission,  and  that  Connecticut  meanwhile  should  fi>tl)ear 
to  exerctae  jurisdiction  in  the  Eing^s  Province*  To  this 
overture  Connecticut  replied,  approving  the  acts  of  her 
Coinniiftbiuuerd  iu  June,  dissenting  from  the  points  of 
Gov.  Arnold's  letter  of  July,  aiul  accepting  the  proposal 
of  a  new  treaty,  but  declining  the  proviso  upon  which  the 
offer  was  made,  that  Connecticut  should  in  the  interval 
suspend  the  exercise  of  authority  in  Narraganset.  This 
of  course  put  an  end  to  further  negotiation,  and  Bhode 
Island  resumed  her  pic]);irations  for  a  final  appeal  to  the 

2g  King.  A  special  session  of  the  Assembly  was  held,  at 
which  it  was  ordered  that  bucli  pcrjjons  as  were  qualified 
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for  public  service  in  holding  offices,  Bkould  be  made  free-  chap. 
men  by  their  respective  towns,  whether  they  desired  it  or 
not.   This  was  a  compnlBory  act,  akin  to  that  which  im-  1070. 
posed  a  fine  on  any  one  elected  to  office  who  should  refuse  26, 

to  sLTN  c,  ,xiu\  })ri'seuts  a  striking  contraBt  to  the  spirit  of 
later  years  on  tlii.s  subject.  Summary  means  were  adopted 
to  culL'ct  the  taxcH  levied  f>>r  the  ])urpo8e  of  eending 
agents  to  England,  If  not  paid  within  two  months  the 
process  of  distraint  was  to  be  employed.  The  details  of 
the  act  acquaint  ns  with  the  market  values  of  the  chief 
articles  of  produce  at  that  time.  Pork  was  three  pence, 
or  two-and-a-quarter  cents  a  pound  ;  butter,  six  pence  ; 
vv»H)l,  one  shilling  ;  peas,  three  hkiiliugs  and  six  pence  a 
bviHhel ;  wheat,  five  Hhilliiii^s  ;  Indian  corn,  tliree  shil- 
lings ;  oats,  two  shillings  and  three  pence.  A  penny  at 
that  time  was  equal  to  a  fraction  less  than  three-quarters 
of  a  cent  at  the  present  day,  and  one  shilling  was  about 
eight  and  one-quarter  of  our  cents.  Forty  shillings  of 
New  England  currency  was  then  equal  to  thirty  shillings 
steHing.  For  those  who  paid  in  silver  coin  of  New  Eng^ 
land,  one  shilling  was  taken  for  two  shillings  in  produce 
at  the  above  rates. 

By  English  statute  the  estate  of  a  felon  was  forl'eitetl. 
The  murderer,  Floundei-s,  having  been  execnted,  the  As- 
sembly restored  to  his  widow  the  residue  of  his  property, 
after  deducting  the  expenses  of  his  trial,  as  an  act  of  ^^.^ 
mercy.   Continued  acts  of  violence  on  the  part  of  Con* 
necticut  again  led  to  an  extra  session  of  the  General  As-  April 
sembly,  the  sole  pui-posc  of  which  was  to  pass  an  act  con-  ^• 
fiscatin*?  the  cf'tates  of  tliose  who  presumed  to  exercise 
authority  iii  Kiugn  Province  without  a  e'»minis.-5i(>u  tVum 
Bhode  Island,  and  also  of  those  inhabitants  of  Westerly 
who  should  )»lace  their  lands  under  the  control  of  Con- 
nocticut ;  while  the  faith  of  the  colony  was  pledged  to 
make  good  any  loss  sustained  by  those  who  remained 
Ihithful 
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ciTA]\       The  alarm  of  Indian  war  again  aroused  the  colonies. 
,J^«  Gov.  Prince  wrote  to  Rhode  Island  concerning  the  snspi- 
Y^.j'  ciouB  attitude  of  Philip  of  Pokanoket.   A  council  was 
1 "   called  to  reply  to  the  letter,  and  a  conference,  to  be  held 

at  Taunton,  was  proposed,  but  fur  the  present  was  post- 
poni'd. 

^  ^lay  (  Tliu  regular  He.sf^ioa  of  Ansenibly  was  held  the  day  be- 
^-  fore  the  election,  for  the  admission  of  freemen.  At  the 
2  election  John  Clarke,  who  had  been  Poputy  Governor  the 
previous  year  hut  had  declined  office  the  past  year,  was 
,  again  chosen  to  that  place^ '  Another  outrage  occurred  at 
Westerly.  Two  of  the  Connecticut  constables,  while  lay- 
ing out  lands  east  of  Pawcatuck  river,  were  driven  off  by 
tli'3  Rhode  Island  ulHceis.  one  of  whom,  Jolm  (  Vandall, 
was  afterwards  seized  and  taken  to  New  Tiondon  fur  trial. 
He  applied  to  this  Assembly  for  adviee  wiiether  to  give 
bonds  or  to  go  to  prison.  They  advised  him  to  give  no 
bond  in  any  matter  pertaining  to  his  acts  performed  in 
maintaining  his  Majesty's  authority  in  the  colony,  and  as- 
sured him  of  protection.  This  violence  drew  forth  another 
letter  to  Connecticut,  ag^iin  tendering  an  appeal  to  the 
King  as  the  only  remaining  solution  of  the  difficulty. 
The  Hartford  Assembly  replied,  reiterating  tin  ir  claim, 
but  taking  no  notice  of  the  ]>roposed  npjieal  ;  to  avoid 
which,  if  possible,  they  appointed  another  set  of  Com- 
missioners to  open  a  new  treaty  with  Rhode  Island.  The 
General  Assembly  appointed  meetings  of  the  Court  of 
Justices,  that  had  been  clothed  by  the  loyal  Commission* 
ers  with  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Kings  Province,  to 
be  held  at  Wef?terly  and  other  places,  to  examine  the  af- 
fairs of  the  pruvincc,  and  to  restore  quiet  to  its  iiihaliit- 
ants.  They  accordiiiL^ly  met  at  Westerly,  the  Deputy 
Governor,  John  Clarke,  presiding,  and  directed  the  Con- 
stable, James  Babcnck.  to  summon  the  people  to  attend 
on  the  morrow.  Babcock  refused  to  obey,  and  was  ar^ 
17.    rested  by  order  of  the  Court   Another  officer  warned  the 
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people  to  assemble,  when  the  charter,  the  royal  commis-  chap. 
doa  of  the  Justices^  the  agreement  between  Clarke  and 
Winthzop  and  other  pertinent  papcra  were  read.   The  I97l. 
meeting  was  diBtnrbed  by  the  intrusion  of  a  mounted 

force  from  Stoiiiugton,  who  asserted  the  authority  of  Con- 
necticut, and  urdured  the  Court  to  desist,  Imt  no  collision 
ensued.  A  written  protest  was  deliver^  d  to  the  iiitriulcrs, 
maintaining  the  authority  of  Ilhocle  Island.  Tho  free- 
men were  then  examined  as  to  their  fidelity,  and  nearly 
all  agreed  to  stand  by  the  King  and  this  colony.  A  dec- 
laration was  issued  by  the  Court,  wherein  John  Crandall  1^- 
and  Tobias  Sanders  were  confirmed  as  Justices,  and  the 
roci[>rocal  enn^agcment  of  the  colony  to  protect  the  pcuj^ile 
ui  Westerly  was  uliiniied  The  Court  tlien  proceeded  to 
Petuquamscut,  wliere,  the  inhabitants  being  assembled,  19. 
similar  proceedings  were  held  without  interniittif-n,  and 
the  Court  adjourned  to  meet  at  Acquidneset.  The  pro- 
prietors there  inquired  if  the  Court  claimed  ownership  of  ^' 
their  lands  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  and  upon  being-  as- 
sured of  the  contrary,  they  readily  gave  their  engagement 
to  Ilhude  Island,  and  elected  officers,  who  were  conlirmed 
by  the  Court. 

All  legal  and  peaceable  means  having  thus  been  taken  June 
to  secure  the  loyalty  of  Kings  Province,  the  General  As- 
sembly met  at  Newport.  One  Uselton,  having  been  sen-  7, 
tenced  at  the  last  Court  of  Trials  to  leave  the  island,  but 
still  remaining,  was  brought  before  the  Assembly,  where 
his  conduct  was  so  insulting  that  he  was  sentenced  to  be 
whipped  with  liftcen  stripes,  and  to  be  sent  away  forth- 
with, and  if  again  fonn  1  within  the  colony  he  was  again 
to  be  punished  in  the  same  mariner.  A  burglar,  under 
sentence  of  death  by  the  Court  of  Trials,  petitioned  i or 
reprieve,  but  was  refused,  and  his  execution  was  ordered 
to  take  place  without  delay.  The  sum  of  three  pence 
per  day  was  allowed  for  the  support  of  each  prisoner  con- 
fined  upon  criminal  process.    Commissioners  were  again 
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CHAP,  apj'ointed  to  treat  with  Connecticut,  and  a  Icttor  was 
sent  to  that  colony  reaffirming  the  authority  ot  llhode 

1^71.  Island  over  Kings  Province,  until  the  King's  will  could 
14.^  ^  known,  accepting  the  proposals  for  a  new  treaty,  the 
CommissioneiB  to  meet  at  some  place  not  within  either 
colonj,  and  proposing  that  the  two  agents,  Dr.  Clarke  and 
GroY.  Winthrop,  should  he  present  at  such  meeting.  An 
active  correspondence  relating  to  Indian  aflfairs  was  car- 
J«b  ried  on  with  Plvnu  uth.  A  letter  liom  Gov.  Priuco,  sui:- 
gesting  a  conference  at  Tanntun,  was  considered  bo  im- 
21.  portant  that  the  Council  ordered  copies  of  it  to  be  sent 
to  the  other  towns.  The  Connecticut  Council  replied  to 
the  last  letter  from  Bhode  Island,  that  they  could  not  al- 
ter the  place  of  meeting  except  hy  act  of  their  Gkneral 
Court,  to  whom  the  proposal  should  he  suhmitted  at  the 
next  session. 

Kunior.s  ot  Indian  hubtUiues  a*]^iu  siiinnv>ni'd  the  conn- 
Newport,  who  wrote  to  Goveriior  I'riuce,  and  the 
n.  next  day  called  a  council  of  war  to  be  held  the  following 
^1'^  week,  and  ordered  a  troop  of  horse  to  attend  as  a  guard. 
A  special  session  of  the  Assemhly  was  called  at  Newport 
The  vote  of  the  previous  year,  appointing  Dr.  Clarke  and 
John  Greene  as  joint  agents  to  conduct  tho  appoal  in 
England,  was  revised,  and  Clarko  was  named  as  tsole  n^ent 
for  tliat  purpose.  His  commission  was  direotrd  to  ix?  made 
out  by  the  Governor,  and  a  new  tax  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  in  silver  was  assessed.  The  accumidation  of 
large  tracts  of  land,  upon  the  main,  in  the  hands  of  a  few 
persons  incapable  of  improving  so  much,  attracted  the  at- 
tention of  the  Assembly.  While  the  tax  necessary  to  the 
<k'l't'nce  of  thcfic  lands  was  onerous,  the  effect  was  to  disi- 
ionragc  many  njton  whom  the  bniden  rested  without  a 
hope  of  tlieir  bharing  in  the  advantaLCt  s  of  a  freehold.  The 
Araembly  recommended  that  some  of  these  wild  lands  be 
purchased  on  public  account,  that  those  in  immediate 
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want  ol  land,  or  who  might  hereafter  be  received  into  the  chap. 
colouj,  could  be  supplied. 

Upon  a  petition  of  the  people  of  Westerly,  the  Gen-  1671. 
enil  Aaeemblj  of  Oonnecticut  promised  them  protection, 
and  alflo  a  tempoiaiy  cewation  from  all  suits  upon  land 
titksy  or  for  trespass,  provided  they  peaceably  submitted 
to  her  authority.    The  proposal  in  the  Rhode  Island  letter 
of  June  VTRH  so  liii  accepted  that  commisyioners  were  au- 
thorized to  settle  all  dinputes,  either  by  agreement  with 
those  of  Rhode  Island,  or  by  a  mntiml  reference  of  the 
subject  to  gentlemen  selected  from  the  other  colonies,  to 
meet  at  Rehoboth  or  in  Boston,  either  in  November  or  in 
April,  and  a  letter  to  this  effect  was  sent  to  Rhode  Island. 
The  General  Assembly  met  at  tlie  usual  time,  and  after  26. 
hearing  the  correspondence  read,  adjourned  one  week  to  Nov. 
secure  a  further  attendance  of  deputies.    The  alarm  of  ^' 
war  had  subsided,  as  appears  l>y  a  letter  from  the  Assem-  3. 
bly  to  PlymouUi  ;  l>ut  not  bo  the  troubles  on  their  western 
borders.    A  reply  was  sent  to  Connecticut,  selecting  See-  4. 
conok,  called  also  Behoboth,  as  the  place,  and  April  as  the 
time,  to  renew  the  attempt  at  a  treaty  ;  but  fbrther  stat- 
ing that  the  Rhode  Island  men  would  only  be  empowered 
to  decide  disputed  questions  of  land  title,  and  not  tiie  mat- 
ter of  jurisdiction,  upon  which  they  could  concede  nothing. 
To  this  end  a  coiinniitee  was  again  }i})j)ointed.  When 
the  letter  reaehed  Hartlord,  Guveriior  Wintlirop  was  ab- 
sent. FO  that  110  detinite  answer  could  be  returned. 

Most  of  the  towns  were,  as  usual,  in  arrears  ibr  the  last 
assessment,  so  that  the  act  was  renewed.  Wan^'ick  re- 
fused to  furnish  her  portion  of  it  while  the  negotiation  with 
Oonnecticut  was  yet  in  progress.  At  length  a  formal  no-  i^^i.n 
tice  was  sent  by  Oonnecticut,  declining  the  meeting  at  Jan. 
Rehob<:>th,  as  a  uscIcsh  labor,  imlcss  the  question  of  juris- 
diction  eoul«  1  lio  enterlaiaed.  Thu»  ended,  for  the  present, 
the  attempt  at  neir;('tiation. 

Internal  dissensions  again  occupied  the  attention  of 
TOL.  t. — 28 
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CHAP.  tHe  counciL    William  Harris  was  now  openly  employed, 

on  the  side  of  Connecticnt,  against  the  chartered  rights  of 

^F^bf"  "^^^^  Island,  with  a  zvtd  and  ability  that  could  not  be 
suflered  to  pass  uunuticed.     For  this  act  of  treason, 
whether  real  or  constructive,  a  warrant  was  issued  for  his 
24,    arrest,  and  he  was  committed  to  prison  without  bail,  to 
await  hie  trial  at  the  May  term. 

Harcb  An  extra  sesBlon  of  the  Assembly  was  oon^ened,  at 
6*  which  John  Clarke,  for  the  third  time  within  two  years, 
was  selected  as  the  agent  to  appear  hr  the  colony  before 
the  Kill*:.  The  repeated  renewal  of  this  aj.pointment,  and 
the  frequent  revision  of  laws,  espeeially  in  relation  to  taxes, 
arose  from  a  tV  uliug  prevalent  in  tliose  times,  that  the  acts 
of  one  Assembly  were  not  binding  beyond  the  next  session, 
unless  then  ratified  ;  each  Assembly  being  in  itself  a  sot- 
eieign  body  wielding  the  entire  power  of  the  colony.  -  The 
absence  of  deputies  from  the  mainland  towns  obliged  the 
Assembly  to  dissolve,  and  a  new  one  to  be  called,  to  meet 
speedily.    At  a  town  niceting  in  rruvideuce  deputies  were 

16T*>  ^^^^  Assembly,  wliich  was  to  meet  in  April ; 

ifarcli  but  as  it  was  ascertained  that  these  men  would  be  unable 
to  attend  at  that  time,  another  town  meeting  was  held,* 
to  select  such  as  could  attend,  and  who  were  declared  by 
the  Assembly  to  be  legally  chosen. 

April  A  paper  from  William  Harris  was  read,  but  not  re- 
^'  ceired,  as  it  was  not  directed  in  a  proper  manner  to  the 
General  Assembly.  This  being  a  full  AsseiuLly,  the  act 
of  the  previous  one,  ap])oiiitins^  Clarke  as  the  agent  to 
England,  and  providing  for  his  sujiport,  was  renewed.  It 
was  also  enacted,  that  no  tax,  raised  for  a  specific  purpose, 
should  on  any  account  be  diverted  to  other  uses,  much 
harm  having  been  sustained  in  this  way  by  the  colony.  A 
very  important  biU  was  passed  at  this  session,  which  de- 
servedly caused  great  commotion  among  the  ]te«  >jile,  and 
cost  a  large  portion  of  tlie  niemhers  their  elect ivu.  This 
*  N«w  Yeiit'A  dftjr,  old  ityle,  wu  25th  March. 
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was  the  t.uiiuiis  sedition  act,  the  origin  of  which  appears,  chap. 
in  the  ])reamhle,  to  liuve  been  the  opposition  made  in  tlie  ^J^^ 
several  towns  whenever  a  new  tax  was  assessed.  The  bill  lfi72. 
declared  that  whoever  oppoaed,  "by  word  or  deed,  in  town  ^ 
meeting  or  elsewhere,  any  rate  laid,  or  any  other  of  the 
acts  and  orders  of  the  General  Assembly,  should  he  hound 
over  to  the  Court  of  Trials,  or  imprisoned  till  it  met,  at  the 
discretion  of  the  justice,  f  jr  liigli  contempt  and  sedition 
and  if  foniid  guilty,  should  either  be  fined,  imprisoned,  or 
whipped,  as  the  Court  might  adjudge.  A  bolder  assertion 
of  the  omnipotence  of  a  Legislature  could  not  be  made, 
and  it  speedily  received  the  rebuke  that  it  merited.  '  But 
the  act,  severe  as  it  appears,  was  not  passed  without  reason. 
The  grasping  spirit  of  Connecticut  on  one  hand,  the  fear- 
ful symptoms  of  savage  hostility  on  the  other,  and  now 
the  e\'idence  of  trcacliery  witliin,  requiring  prompt  and 
vigorous  measures  in  the  GovemTiient  to  j)r<)vi(le  means 
of  detience  against  these- tlireatening  calamities,  dismember- 
ment of  territory  and  Indian  war,  would  seem  to  justify  the 
assumption,  for  a  time,  of  the  almost  dictatorial  power  here- 
in usurped.  It  was  not  intended  to  abridge  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  although  represented  to  be  so  by  George  Fox, 
the  founder  of  the  Friends,  who  was  then  in  Khode  Island. 
An  Assembly  that  was  8u])ject  to  two,  and  often  to  three, 
or  tour  ordeals  of  popular  election  every  year,  could  not  do 
that,  or  even  attempt  to  do  it.  But  the  franiei-s  of  the  bill 
seem  not  to  have  reflected  amid  the  difficulties  that  sur- 
rounded them,  upon  the  abuses  to  which  such  an  act  might 
be  perverted.  The  people  saw  this  directly,  and  within  one 
month,  applied  the  remedy. 

More  violent  proceedings,  by  the  ialia])itants  of  Ston- 
ington,  than  any  that  had  yet  occurred, demande  d  the  at- 
tention of  the  Assembly.  They  had  crossed  tlie  river, 
and  by  force  and  arms  had  carried  away  several  persons  in 
Westerly  to  prison.  Bedress  was  refused  by  Connecticut. 
An  act  was  now  passed  to  confiscate  the  estates  of  the  as- 
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CHAP.  sailaotSy  being  ou  the  east  of  Fawcatuck  river,  aud  alao 
^J^^  thoBO  of  Bach  Westerly  men  who  might  be  intimidated  hy 
16  7  2.  these  outran  into  sabmueion  to  Gonnecticat,  vhile  azx^ 
damage  sostaiDied  hy  those  who  xemained  £utl^iil|  was  to 
be  made  good  from  the  estatea  thus  finfeited. 

A  coiniuittec  was  appointed  to  examine  tlie  waste  Liuds 
iu  Narraganset,  and  to  notify  tlie  owners,  Indian  or  Eng- 
lish, to  appear  at  the  May  session  to  contract  tor  a  sale  of 
the  same  to  the  colony.  The  schedule  of  salaries  was  ze- 
vised,  to  eosuie  fuller  attendance  on  the  Assembly,  and  at 
the  Court  of  Trials.  The  Ch>Tenior  was  allowed  six  ahil- 
lings^  the  deputy  Gk>vemor,  five  shillings,  the  magiattates, 
four  shillings,  and  the  deputicR,  the  same  as  by  a  former 
law,  three  shillinp^s,  for  each  iliiy's  attendance,  wah  double 
{inea  in  case  oi  absence.  A  dinner  was  also  to  ha  provided 
each  day,  at  })ublic  expense,  for  the  whole  Assembly,  and 
also,  during  the  Court  of  Trials,  for  the  magistrates. 

A  farther  source  of  peril,  and  occasion  of  expense,  was 
about  to  come  upon  the  too  heavily  burdened  cokny. 
War  was  declared  by  England  against  the  States  Gleneial 
^'  of  the  United  Truvinces,  and  letters  warning  the  colonists 
to  prepare  for  defence  were  forthwith  despatched  to 
America. 

r  The  Assembly  met  as  usual  the  day  before  election, 
and  admitted  many  freemen.  This  election  was  the  most 
1.  remarkable  (me  that  had  occurred  -for  twenty  years.  The 
changes  were  almost  complete,  while  repeated  refiisals  to 
aocept  office  threatened  to  leave  some  places  unfilled. 
Williuin  Brenton  was  elected  Governor,  but  refused  to 
serve,  lie  was  absent  in  Taunton  at  tlie  time,  and  as  his 
answer  could  not  be  reeeived  for  some  days,  the  Court  of 
election,  after  chooRing  the  other  officers,  adjourned  for  two 
weeks,  when  Nicolas  Easton  was  elected.  His  two  sons 
'  were  Bkewise  chosen  as  general  officers,  John  as  Attorney, 
and  Peter  as  Treasurer.  John  Cranston  was  made  deputy 
Governor.    Of  the  ten  former  Afsistants.  but  four  were 
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retained^  while  the  change  in  the  twwty  depatieB  was  en-  chap. 
tire,  not  a  single  one  in  the  fenner  Assembly  being  returned  v 

from  any  town.  ^mI^* 

The  charter  nnd  other  important  papers  were  always  * 
kept  in  tlic  custo(iy  of  the  Governor,  who,  on  a  new  elec- 
tion, delivered  them  to  his  Buccefisor,  taking  a  formal 
receipt  therefor  fiom  the  committee  appointed  to  receive 
them.  This  was  deemed  so  important  that  the  receipt, 
specifying  the  separate  papers  delivered,  was  nsnaUy  en- 
tered upon  the  records.  It  was  also  the  custom  to  open 
every  session  of  the  Assembly  by  residing  the  charter, 
thereby  preservin£j  fresh  in  tlie  memory  of  the  legislators, 
the  provisions  of  that  lundamentid  instrument. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  for  two  weeks,  alter  writing 
a  letter  to  Connecticut,  requesting  that  Qovemment  not  to 
molest  the  people  at  Westerly,  as  it  was  intended  soon  to 
propose  a  method  of  adjusting  all  difficulties.  The  Con- 
necticut Aeserably,  as  soon  as  it  met,  appointed  new  com-  ^- 
missionera  to  treat  with  llliodc  Island,  and  empowered 
them,  iu  case  of  failun^,  to  esta])lish  their  govenimont  in 
Narraganset.  They  also  wrote  a  conciliatory  letter  to 
Kho<ie  Island  aecediiTi:  to  her  request,  and  another  to  the 
Westerly  men,  less  mild  in  its  import,  requiring  their  sub* 
mission  until  the  treaty  with  Bhode  Island  was  concluded. 

The  General  Assembly  met  by  adjournment,  and  hay- 
ing  received  Governor  Brenton's  refusal  to  return  to  office 
elected  Nicolas  Easton  G-ovemor.  Mr.  Easton  had  been 
for  two  years,  President  of  the  colony,  jnst  prior  to  the 
usurpation  of  Coddington,  and  was  more  recently  deputy 
Governor  for  four  years.  The  charter  being  then  read,  as 
usual,  the  Connecticut  question  waa  at  once  debated. 
OommissioneiB  were  appointed  with  full  powets  to  treat, 
and  to  conclude  all  differences,  and  a  letter  announcing 
this  fact,  was  sent  by  a  special  messenger.  The  subse 
qnent  correspondence  njxni  this  snbject,  for  the  next  four 
years,  has  not  been  preserved ;  a  loss  of  no  great  impor- 
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CHAP,  tance^  as  nothing  more  definite  temilted  fitxm  these  wiitingi 
than  came  firom  this  renewed  attempt  to  settle,  by  treaty^ 
1672.  what  cotdd  only  be  adjusted  by  the  power  that  conferred 

the  cliarters  whose  t^rms  formed  the  basis  of  the  dispute. 

This  (lone,  tlie  Asseml)!}'  proceeded  to  undo  the  acts 
of  their  predcccssurs-  This  was  iterforniiil  ;ls  thuroughly 
as  was  the  change  efieotod  by  the  recent  elections.  Kot 
a  single  pnldic  act  of  the  previous  sesnon  remained  unre- 
pealed at  the  close  of  thdr  labots,  nor  was  there  any  new 
act  passed  by  thra.  The  mutability  of  legulation  was 
never  so  perfectly  exemplified.  A  preamble  recites  that 
"  several  acts  and  orders  were  made  in  the  Greneral  As- 
sembly in  A])ril  last,  nonie  whereof  seeminge  to  the  in- 
fring^iDge  of  the  Jibertyes  of  the  people  of  this  colony,  and 
settinge  up  an  arbitrary  power,  which  is  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  £x^landy  and  the  fundamental!  laws  of  this  colony 
from  the  very  first  settling  thereof^  others  seendnge  much 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  coUony,  and  impoyerii^inge  the 
people  thereof,  to  the  great  disturbance  and  distraction  of 
tlie  good  and  well  ndnded  peoj)le  thereof,  who  have  iiiauy 
of  them  been  sufterers  in  a  ^reat  measure  already,  and  like 
more  to  undergoe,  if  not  timely  prevented." 

This  strikes  first  at  the^sedition  act,  and  then  at  the 
tax  law,  including  the  purposes  fer  which  the  rate  was 
laid.  Accordingly,  the  sedition  act  was  first  repealed,  the 
appomtment  of  Clarke  as  agent  to  England,  and  the  taxes 
for  that  object,  were  cancelled,  the  schedule  of  salaries 
was  then  rct^cinded,  leaving  them  as  tixcd  by  the  old  law, 
the  commission  upon  waste  lands  in  Narragansct  was  re- 
voked, as  it*  it  contemplated  a  forced  sale  by  the  owners  to 
the  colony,  the  confiscation  of  estates  in  Westerly  was  de- 
clared void,  and  finally,  upon  a  complaint  made  by  Arthur 
Fennei,  a  censure  was  passed  upon  the  April  Assembly, 
for  having  sanctioned  the  second  election  of  deputies  in 
Providence,  after  it  was  found  that  those  first  elected 
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eould  not  attend.  The  bitternesB  of  party  spirit  could  go  chap. 
no  £iirtber^  and  the  Asaembly  adjourned. 

Bat  the  conduct  of  the  Afraemhly  was  severely  con- 

demiiud  in  soiue  portions  of  tlie  culoiiv.  Tlic  Assistants 
and  deputies  of  Warwick  dissented,  in  behalf  of  their 
town,  from  the  action  in  reference  to  Connecticut.  To 
them  it  appeared  like  a  concession  of  rights  that  was  not 
to  be  toleiated.  The  town  sustained  the  views  of  its  lep-  3. 
mentatives,  and  at  a  full  meeting,  called  for  the  purpose, 
agreed  to  oppose  to  the  uttermost  the  intrusions  of  Con- 
necticut,"  and  engaged,  at  their  own  expense,  with  the  aid 
of  those  ircemen  in  the  otlier  towns,  wlio  niii'ht  he  willintr 
to  unite  iliorein,  to  niaiiitaiu  tlic  ajjpciil  to  tiie  King,  and 
to  send  an  agent  to  England  for  tliat  purpose.  This  noble 
and  spirited  pledge,  signed  by  all  of  the  town  council,  and 
of  the  fireemen  present  at  the  meeting,  is  still  preserved  in 
the  reooids  of  that  ancient  town. 

The  declaration  of  war  with  Holland  caused  meetings 
of  the  council,  at  which  measures  were  taken  to  proclaim  le. 
it  in  all  the  towns,  ami  aittrwai-d  to  place  the  colony  in  a 
posture  of  defence.  Richard  Smith  was  intrusted  with 
these  duties  in  Kings  Province.  Letters  to  the  other  New 
England  colonies  were  also  prepared,  proposing  a  confer- 
ence on  these  matters,  as  suggested  in  the  King's  letter. 

A  new  subject  of  agitation  now  arose.  Rhode  Island 
had  long  been  taunted  by  her  Puritan  neighbors,  as  the 
refuge  of  every  kind  of  religious  or  political  vagar}\  In 
the  fierce  ])ersecution  to  which  the  Quakers  had  bcin  sub- 
jected, she  oli'ered  a  free  asylum  to  the  oppressed,  and  re- 
sisted alike  the  threats  and  the  entreaties  by  which  it  was 
sought  to  force  her  from  her  fidelity  to  the  cause  of  relig- 
ions freedom.  The  security  which  this  firmness  affoided 
to  the  preacheis  of  the  new  sect,  led  Bhode  Island  to  be- 
come a  favorite  resort  of  many  of  the  followers  of  Fox,  who 
came  hither  from  England  and  l^ai  haJoCvS,  to  disseminate 
their  doctrines,  as  trom  a  central  point  whence  they  might 
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CRAP,  easily  make  exounions  in  all  direct  inns  through  the  Amoi- 
Jf;^,  ican  coloniefi.   Their  great  leader  himself  spent  two  jean 
10  72.  in  America,  and  was  at  this  time  in  Bhode  Ifllaad,  to- 
**  gether  with  Edmnndson,  Bnroyeat,  Stuhbs,  and  Cart* 

wriglit,  all  active  and  eloquent  missionaries  of  the  new 
faith.  E\  eiywhero,  except  in  Rlnidc  Island,  toleration  of 
doctrine  implied,  in  the  main,  concurrence  of  sentiment. 
Hence  it  was  asserted  that  the  puhlic  feeling  of  this  cokmy 
was  firiendly  to  the  theology  of  Fox,  and  the  afleertloii  car- 
ried greater  weight  because,  at  this  time,  some  of  fhe  mag- 
istiates  were  of  that  sect.  Boger  Williuns,  as  the  peculiar 
champion  of  intellectual  freedom,  wished  to  give  efvidenoe 
at  the  saiji'j  iioio,  of  the  devotion  of  his  colony  to  the  cause 
of"  sold  liberty,"  and  of  their  dissent  from  the  teachings 
of  George  Fox.  1  had  in  my  eye  the  vindicating  of  this 
colony  for  receiving  of  sach  persons,  whom  others  would 
not.  We  Buffer  for  their  sakes^  and  are  accounted  their 
abettors."  How  could  he  better  effect  this  object  than  by 
showing  that  the  new  doctrine  was  not  generally  accepted 
in  Khode  Island,  although  its  followers  were  not  only  pro- 
tected here,  but  vvei  e  admitted  to  the  highest  places  oi 
15  government  ?  For  this  ]>urpose,  Williams  drew  up  a  pa- 
per containing  fourteen  propositions,  denouncing  in  strong- 
est terms,  the  tenets  of  Quakerism,  and  challenged  Fox 
and  his  adherents  to  a  public  discussion  of  Bswn  of  these 
points  at  Newport,  and  of  the  remainder  at  Prtmdenoe; 
For  this  he  has  been  charged  with  inooosistency,  and  ae-^ 
cused  of  iiersecntiiii;  the  Quakers  !  In  om*  day  thcro 
appears  indeed  tu  Inj  more  of  zeal  than  of  wisdom  in  the 
conduct  of  this  controversy.  Yet,  although  he  stren- 
uously condemned  the  teachings  of  the  Friends,  and  per* 
formed  a  marvellouB  feat  of  physical  and  mental  labor  to 
oppose  them,  he  would  have  laid  down  his  li&  Bocner  thaa 
have  a  hair  of  their  heads  injured  on  account  of  their  doc- 
trinal views.  The  qualities  that  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish the  one  would  have  sustained  him  equally  in  the 
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olilier.   It  should  be  remembered  also  that  these  public  chap. 
diq»iite8y  upon  points  of  dogmatic  theologj^  were  as  com- 
man  in  Europe  and  America,  in  those  times,  as  political  16  72. 
discusBioiis  ate  in  our  own  day.    In  Germany  especially,    "  ^* 
for  more  than  a  century,  they  liad  furnisheil  the  arena  for 
tlioso  ])rilliant  displays  of  intelloctual  gladiiitorship  %v]jich, 
iu  tiie  progress  of  civilizatioii,  had  succeeded  the  martial 
stnies  of  the  feudal  ages. 

The  challenge  was  sent,  through  some  friends  of  Fox, 
to  Depuly  Qovemor  Cranston,  to  be  deliymd  by  him  to 
the  Quaker  apostle.  Several  days  ekpsed  before  Crans- 
ton received  it,  and  meanwhile  Fox  had  left  the  island.  86. 
J ust  before  his  departure  he  wrote  a  sinp^lar  paper  to  ^ 
Thomas  Olney,  jr.,  and  John  Wlii))i)le,  jr.,  at  Providence, 
known  as  "  George  Fox's  instructions  to  bis  friends," 
which  was  answered  with  unseemly  severity,  the  follow- 
ing year,  by  Olney,  in  a  lengthy  article  entitled  Ambi- 
tion anatomised."  Fox's  departure  excited  a  suspicion 
that  the  challenge  was  purposely  retained  until  he  had 
gone  away,  which  gave  rise  to  an  unbecoming  pun  by 
Williams  ul)out  "  George  Fox's  slihj  departing." 

The  most  remarkaltle  incident  connected  with  this  ,^yg^ 
oontroveisy  was  that  Mr.  Williams,  then  seventy-three 
years  of  age,  rowed  himself  in  a  boat  from  Providence  to 
Newport  to  engage  in  it.   The  effort  occupied  an  entile 
day.   He  reached  his  destination  near  midnight  before 
the  appointed  morning.   The  discussion  was  held  in  the  g 
Quaker  mecting-lioiise  and  lasted  three  days.    His  oppo-  to 
uenta  were  three  of  the  disciples  of  Fox,  before  named. 
Bumyeat  and  Stubbs  were  able  and  learned  men,  and  all 
of  them  were  well  trained  in  the  school  of  polemic  divin- 
ity.  WUliams'  brother  Hobert,  then  a  teacher  in  New- 
port, ofifered  to  aid  him  in  the  discussion,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  his  opponents.   The  fiist  seven  propositions 
liein<;  concluded,  the  debate  was  resumed  at  Providence  17. 
by  Edmundson  and  Stubbs,  but  continued  only  one  day. 
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CHAP.  That  no  immediate  good  resulted  from  the  diBcmion,  or 
that  there  was  more  of  human  fiailtj  than  of  Christian 
167S.  meekness  displayed  in  the  mode  of  conducting  it,  is  not 

mirprising.  But  the  object  of  Williams  was  aiuincd  in 
(i])]ii>sing  what  he  held  to  he  error,  wLdlc  defending  the 
principles  upon  which  that  error  was  tolerated,  as  being 
a  matter  beyond  the  pale  of  human  legislation. ' 
jnlj.  A  most  unexpected  invasion  of  the  ri^ts  of  Rhode 
Island  occurred  at  this  time.  Among  the  many  worth- 
less grants  with  which  the  Council  of  Plymouth  overiaid 
their  houndless  dominion,  was  one  to  the  Earl  of  Stirling, 
that  embraced  a  larj^e  part  of  Maine,  and  included  als<3 
Nantucket,  Martlia's  Viueyaid  and  Long  Inland,  Nviiii  the 
adjacent  islands.  This  right  he  afterwards  sold  to  James, 
Duke  of  York,  brother  and  successor  of  Charles  II.,  on 
whom  the  King^  in  his  reckless  bestowal  of  empire  in  the 
new  world,  likewise  conferred  a  large  portion  of  the  re- 
cent conquests  from  the  Dutch,  including  the  present 
State  called  after  his  title.  Prudence  Island,  originally 
purchased  by  Roger  Williams  and  Gov.  Winthrop,  gen., 
had  long  since  passed  out  of  their  hands,  and  was  nuw 
the  property  of  John  Paine,  a  merchant  of  Boaton.  He 
had  contributed  liberally  to  rebuild  fort  James,  at  New 
S5.  York,  and  now  roceived  from  Qow,  Lovehice,  as  attorney 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  a  grant  of  Prudence  island,  to  be 
held  as  a  free  manor^  by  the  name  of  Sophy  Manor,  for 
an  annual  quit-rent  of  two  barrels  of  eider  and  six  pairs 
of  capons.    The  following  week  the  grant  was  coniirmed, 

'  Wo  have  before  had  occuion  to  refer  the  reader  to  doll  fnmfhci  apon 
doctrinal  tlnolo^M ,  wh.  n  lios  may  verify,  if  be  chooses,  the  statements  of  the 
text.  There  am  w.u>y  luithorities  when.?*'  th»'  above  account  is  deriv«l, 
which  the  theological  student  or  the  devout  antic^uary  can  ron^nlt  for  the  de- 
tails of  thia  t'uuiou^  dispute.  W  illiains'  uwu  account  is  in  a  book  oi  uver  300 
page.s  entaded  '*  G«oigo  Fox  digged  ont  of  hit  BanowML**  The  oi>posil9 
■id«  b  givoi  in**  A  New  Eni^uid  Fnmbnod  Qp0iidied,'*'writt«ii  hj  Fox  aal 
BnmyeKt in  ngfyto  Che  fiavgdog.  See  alio  **  A  Jooniel  of  the  JMfo,  ko^ «f 
Wimeni  Edmiin.lson,"  London,  1713;  "The  Tmtli  Kxulfo.I;"  Biim;e«t*e 
Menoin,  London,  1681  *  and  Knowlei?  Hfigor  WiUiami^  pp.  aS6-40. 
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and  Paine  was  made  Governor  for  hfe,  with  a  Council  to  chap. 
he  choien  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  islandy  of  whom 
there  were  now  a  consxderahle  number,  and  Courts  for  the  ^^^^* 
trial  of  small  causes  were  established,  larger  ones  to  be 
tried  at  the  New  York  assizes.  The  seventh  article  of 
the  constitution  of  government  contained  in  this  grant 
asserted  tlie  ]>riDciple  of  religious  freedom,  as  then  under- 
atood  abroad,  limiting  it  to  Christians,  and  requiring  dis- 
senters to  aid  in  support  of  the  church  established  by  the 
•nthoiities  of  the  place.  On  account  of  further  pay- 
ments made  by  Paine  towards  fort  James  he  was  relieved 
from  qnit-rent,  and  the  island  was  released  from  all  taxes. 
The  estate  was  held  liy  him  in  fee  simple,  and  was  now 
an  absolutely  independent  government,  the  smallest  in 
Ameriea.  A  few  days  later  Painc's  <  imniission  as  Gov- 
ernor for  life  of  Sophy  Manor  was  confirmed.  It  will  be  j 
seen  that  this  act  of  Lovelace  was  a  great  stretch  of  the 
Starling  giant,  and  might  with  equal  justice  haye  in- 
eluded  Acquedniclc,  as  the  Plymouth  Council  patents 
were  long  anterior  to  the  first  charter  of  Ptovidence  Plan- 
tations. Prudence  island  had  pertained  to  Portsmouth 
since  the  first  settlement  of  Acquednick. 

This  act  of  intrnsion  aroused  the  s])irit  of  tlio  ctdonv.  , 

'  Sopt. 

Paine  waa  at  once  arrcbted  and  thrown  into  prison,  as  ap-  o. 
peais  from  the  acts  of  the  Council  of  New  York,  but  was 
dischaiged  on  baiL  He  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Lovelace^ 
giving  an  account  of  the  conflict  of  patents  in  Bhode  Is-  9. 
land,  and  of  his  own  difficulties  from  that  source.  At 
the  Court  of  Trials  he  was  indicted,  under  the  law  of 
1G58,  for  attempting  to  bring  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction, 
and  foimd  guilty.  The  pleadings  are  preserved  among 
the  records  of  New  York,  The  matter  was  finally  settled, 
as  many  other  difticulties  were  in  those  times,  by  tacit 
consent,  without  any  formal  act  of  adjustment,  and  Pru- 
dence island  quietly  relapsed  from  the  condition  of  inde^ 
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CHAP,  pendent  sovereignty  to  its  early  depeodenoe  on  tbe  town 
of  Portsmonth. 

1 072.      Certain  men  in  Westerly  petitioned  the  Assembly  al 
Hartford  to  be  incorporated  as  a  distinct  plantation,  and 

to  be  released  iVom  lines  incurred  and  i'rom  taxes  i'or  one 
year.  To  this  it  was  answered,  that,  beinjr  a  i»art  of 
Stunington,  tlie  iirst  request  conld  not  bo  granted,  but 
that  the  tines  should  be  remitted,  and  also  the  colony  tax, 
but  not  the  town  rate  or  the  minister's  dues. 
Nov.  The  Qeneral  AssemUy  incorpoiated  Block  Island,  and 
^'  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  named  it  New  Bhors- 
ham,  "  as  signs  of  our  unity  and  likenefw  to  many  part« 
uf  uur  native  c()nnt^^^"  The  freemen  were  authorized  to 
chooRO  two  War(li  4i8^  who  phould  liave  the  power  of  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  and  to  add  three  other  good  men  to 
compose  the  town  Council,  who  were  to  hold  quart^ly 
meetings,  to  see  that  a  registry  of  births,  marriages  and 
deaths  was  kept  by  the  Clerk,  and  to  conduct  the  trial  d 
causes  under  five  pounds.  The  town  was  to  send  two 
Deputies  to  the  Assembly,  which  had  not  been  done  since 
the  year  the  itsland  was  annexed  to  the  colony,  and  was 
not  done  for  some  years  after  this  time.  New  Shoreliam 
thus  became  the  sixth  town  received  into  the  colony,  and 
was  in  reality  at  this  time  the  fifth,  since  the  controversy 
with  Connecticut  had  practically  withdrawn  Westerly 
from  ail  participation  in  colonial  afbirs. 

The  core  of  our  ancestors  to  prevent  any  important 
act  from  becoming  a  law,  without  a  6ir  expression  of  tht 
will  of  tlie  ]ieopIe,  has  been  often  illustrated  in  the  course 
N  of  this  work.  The  neglect  of  deputies  to  attend  the 
General  Assembly  led  to  further  Ici^islation  on  this  sub- 
ject. As  the  charter  vested  the  full  powers  of  the  As- 
sembly in  the  Governor  and  Council  in  cases  of  invasion, 
it  was  enacted,  that  in  sudden  emergencies  of  this  sort 
the  acts  of  the  Assembly  should  be  binding  although  but 
few  deputies  were  present ;  but  as  the  bill  of  rights  of 
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thiid  Cbailes  I.,  protected  the  subject  from  any  tax  not  chap. 
Iflvied  by  consent  of  Parliament^  it  was  declared  that  no 
fate  should  be  assessed  upon  ihe  colony  without  a  full  i^J  2. 
representation  irom  aU  the  towns  ;  neither  could  any  act  ^  q/ 
affecting  the  EiDg'e  hcmor,  or  the  people's  liberties,  be 
Talid  unless  a  laajority  of  tlic  deputies  were  present.  The 
pay  of  the  deputies  was  reduced  to  two  shillings  a  day, 
and  the  iiue  for  abseuce  from  any  Assembly  was  laid  at 
twenty  shillings,  or  double  that  amount  if  a  quorum  was 
aot  present.  The  deputies  were  also,  for  the  first  time, 
required  to  take  an  engagement,  to  be  administered  by 
the  €h>Temor,  upon  entering  on  the  duties  of  their  office. 
This  was  an  innovation  that  met  with  strenuous  opposi-  v 
tion  from  the  niaiuland  towns. '  The  owners  (A'  the  Ath- 
erton  purehase  petitioned  for  relief  Irom  the  law  by  which 
their  land  was  ibrfeited.  Their  prayer  was  granted,  by  a 
lepeal  of  tho,  act  so  &r  as  it  applied  to  their  direct  pur- 
chase. Their  title  was  confirmed,  with  a  proviso  that  no 
lawfiil  complainant  should  be  debarred  fi:om  his  right  of 
action  by  any  thing  contained  in  the  said  act  of  confirma- 
tion. 

It  would  seem  that  the  separate  powers  of  the  magis- 
trates were  not  distinctly  defined  or  well  understood,  for 
a  censure  was  passed  upon  John  Greene,  Assistant  of 
Warwick,  for  ha^'ing  granted,  by  his  own  authority,  a  bill 
of  divorce.  This  proceeding  was  sharply  reproved  by  the 
Assembly,  as  being  a  usurpation  of  judicial  jiower  in  su-* 
peiseding  the  action  of  the  Court  of  Trials.  The  town  lem. 
of  Warwiek  declared  the  divorce  to  be  legal,  and  pro- 
tested  againbt  this  et'nsure  upon  their  leader,  and  also 
against  the  acts  in  favor  of  the  Atherton  company,  and 
that  requiring  the  engagement  to  be  taken  by  the  depu- 
tMSy  as  being  repugnant  to  the  accepted  law  of  the  col* 
cmy.  A  remonstrance  prepared  by  the  clerk  was  adopted 
at  a  special  town  meeting,  and  copies  were  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  other  towns  and  to  the  General  Assembly. 
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cuAi*.  When  this  body  met,  the  Warwick  deputies  refused  to 
take  the  engagement,  although  all  the  others  conformed 

16  73.  to  the  new  law.  Goyernor  fiaston  was  re-elected.  For  the 
ofiSce  of  depufy  (Jovemor,  feur  persons  were  sncoessiYelf 
chosen  and  declined,  until  William  Ooddington  accepted. 
This  was  the  first  pnblic  office  be  had  beM  since  the  osnr- 
pation,  except  tluit  once  he  had  been  a  deputy,  and  then 
an  Assistant  from  Newport.*  Richard  Smitli  was  a<:^iii 
chosen  an  Assistant,  but  declined,  having  then  in  view  the 
acceptance  of  an  appointment  trom  Connecticut.  The 
change  in  the  list  of  Assistants  was  as  great  as  it  bad  been 
at  the  former  election,  but  three  of  the  old  set  remaining. 
William  Harris  having  cleared  bidiself  of  tbe  cbarges 
against  him,  and  given  satisfaction  to  the  Court,  was  again 
elected  an  Assistant.  Of  the  olil  deputies  less  than  one- 
half  were  returned.  The  general  officers  remained  nearly 
as  before.  The  only  act,  worthy  of  notice,  was  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  consult  with  all  tbe  chief  sachems 
upon  some  means  for  prerenting  tbe  excess  of  drunkennesB, 
to  which  tbe  Indians  were  addicted. 

Tbe  Connecticut  Assembly  again  api^ointed  resident 
mapstrates  in  Kings  I'roviuce,  and  made  Kichard  bmitii 
president  of  the  court  thus  erected. 
j,i]y        The  capture  of  New  York  by  a  Dutch  tieet,  caused  a 
special  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  provide  against 
an  expected  assault  upon  this  colony.    A  pension  act  was 
,   passed  for  the  relief  of  those  who  might  be  wounded  in  tbe 
13.    war,  or  of  tbe  families  of  tbe  slain,  wbo  were  to  apply  to 
tbe  general  Treasurer  for  necessary  support,  and  if  tbey 
failed  to  obtain  it  from  him,  they  were  t<>  have  an  aetion 
of  di'ht  a;j;ainst  liim,  to  he  prosecuted  in  tlieir  heliali",  by 
the  proper  officeri^,  tree  of  cliarge.    An  exemption  act  was 
likewise  passed  in  favor  of  those  whose  consciences  were 
opposed  to  war.   A  very  long  and  curious  preamble  recites 
tbe  scriptural  and  otber  arguments  against  war,  by  reason 

'  lu  1G66  bo  wa»  deputy,  and  la  1607  an  a^uUnt. 
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of  whioh  the  Quakers  were  exciued,  with  a  proviso  requir-  chap. 
iog  them  to  do  civil  duty,  in  removing  the  sick  and  aged,  ,^7^ 
and  valnable  property,  but  of  hann's  way,  in  keeping  watch,  1078. 
although  without  arms,  and  in  performing  any  other  duty 

of  a  civil  nature  that  might  be  required  by  the  magis- 
trates.   At  the  next  session,  these  acts  were  contirmed,  and  Sept. 
a  lengthy  statute  against  seliiiig  liquor  to  the  Indians,  was  * 
passed.    The  committee  on  this  siiliject  had  consolted 
with  the  sachems,  at  whose  request  heavy  penalties  were 
imposed  upon  Indians  found  dnmk,  as  well  as  on  the  deal- 
ers who  made  them  so.   A  Sunday  law  was  enacted  to  re- 
strain gaming  and  tippling  on  that  day,  but  with  careful  . 
reservations,  for  the  liberty  of  conscience,  that  the  act 
should  not  he  construed  as  enforcing  att^iuhuicu  upon,  or 
absence  fmin  roli<]:ions  services.    The  quaintness  of  many  of 
these  early  statutes  is  not  more  remarkable  than  the  ear- 
nestness with  which  they  insist  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  as  permitting  any  violation  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  the  colony.   The  preambles  to 
the  exemption  act,  and  to  the  Sunday  law,  are  striking  ex* ' 
amples  of  tliis  watchfulness. 

The  last  two  luul  been  extra  meetinp,-8  of  the  Assembly. 
These,  although  of  frequent  occurrence,  never  superseded 
the  regular  sessions  prescribed  in  the  charter,  although  but 
a  few  weeks,  or  even  days,  sometimes  intervened.  An  In- 
dian being  about  to  be  tried  for  the  murder  of  another,  the 
Assembly  ordered  that  one-half  the  jury  should  be  com-  Oct 
po«ed  of  Indians,  and  that  Indian  testimony  might  be  re- 
ceived in  such  cases,  which  was  not  allowed  wlien  Euglish- 
lueii  wore  the  sole  ])arties.  The  accounts  of  Jnlm  Clarke 
had  not  yet  been  settled.  Four  hundred  and  lilty  pounds 
was  claimed  by  him,  as  still  due  from  the  colony.  Wil- 
liam Harris  was  empowered  to  negotiate  with  Dr.  Clarke^ 
in  writing,  upon  this  matter,  to  examine  the  items  of  the 
claim,  and  to  report  to  a  future  Assembly. 

At  the  next  general  election,  William  Coddington  was 
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CUAF.  cliubeu  Governor  and  J<»]in  Kaston  deputy  Governor.  The 
offices  of  Treasurer  autl  Attorney  General  were  uuited  in 
1  G 74.  Peter  Easton^  the  late  Trearaier,  his  brother,  the  late  Al- 
^^^^  tomejy  being  now  deputy  Governor.  The  Aesietuita  le- 
mained  nearly  the  eame.  The  deputies  were  always  ohang- 
mg  more  or  less.  The  office  was  esteemed  a  burden^  which 
but  few  would  usbume  ibr  more  than  one  or  two  t^esbioiis  as 
required  by  law. 

The  people  oi  Narraganset  felt  the  want  of  certainty 
in  their  condition  of  Government^  and  desired  the  Assembly 
to  settle  this  point,  for  which  purpose  a  comnuttee  was 
pointed.  It  was  quite  common  for  the  Assembly  to  take  a 
recess  of  several  days,  in  which  the  Court  of  Trials  was  held. 
This  was  now  done,  and  at  the  remeetin^^  the  difficnltieB 
which  the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  caused  in  the  business  ol 
18.  the  Courts,  led  to  the  passage  of  an  act,  by  whicli  any  per- 
son summoned  as  a  witness  was  freed  from  liability  to  ar- 
rest, during  his  attendance  on  the  court. 

The  events  of  this  year  were  few  and  unimportant. 
The  news  of  peace  between  En^and  and  Holland  removed 
the  chief  source  of  solicitude  to  the  colonists.  The  Ckm- 
80.  necticnt  Assembly  confirmed  the  Massachusetts  grants  of 
land  in  Westerly  to  Harvard  college,  and  to  divers  individ- 
uals, and  also,  upon  petition  oi"  Wickl'ord  men,  establiished 
a  Court  there^  and  soon  proclaimed  the  same  in  due  ibim 
Jpne  at  that  place,  and  after^vards  appointed  a  Couil  to  meet 
at  Stonington,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  Narraganset, 
8.  which  was  never  held.*  These  demonstrations  were  Hghtly 
regarded,  and  were  effectually  met  by  the  Governor  and 
couneil,  who  proceeded  to  NarragaufcCt.  and  estiiblislied  the 
town^liip  of  Kins^ton  :  which  art  was  aji])rovcd  bv  the 
Ab8embly,  and  Kinghlon  was  iucurporated  as  the  seventh 
town  of  the  colony,  upon  the  same  terms  with  New  Shore- 
ham.  The  excise  of  hquors  which,  by  an  old  law,  pertained 
to  each  town,  was  now  ordered  to  go  into  the  general  treas- 

•  Coiiu.  CoL  lice ,  u.  227,  231,  2U, 
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ury,  and  was  to  be  farmed  out  to  au  officer  engaged  for  chap. 
the  pnrpoee,  who  might  regulate  the  qiinntity  to  be  used.  .  }^\^ 
The  prohate  of  willSy  which  heretofore  had  been  in  the  head  l<i  7  4. 
officer  of  the  town,  waa  at  this  session  vested  in  the  town 
eonncils. 

At  the  next  general  election,  the  same  officers  were  ig7  6. 
continued  with  unconmion  unanimity.  The  only  subject 
of  interest  that  was  acted  upon,  was  that  of  weights  and 
measures.  These  were  ordered  to  be  })rocared  of  the  Eng- 
lish standard,  and  one  man  in  each  town  was  to  inspect 
and  to  seal  with  an  anchor,  all  that  were  in  use,  in  confer- 
mitj  therewith. 

The  qniet  that,  for  the  past  few  months,  had  every 
where  prevailed,  was  not  unlike  that  ominouB  c  ahu  which, 
in  the  natural  world,  m  often  precedes  some  fearfiil  con- 
vul>sion  of  the  elements.  Slowly,  but  surely,  tor  many 
years,  the  storm  of  Indian  war  had  been  gathering.  At 
times  the  clouds  had  loomed  above  the  horizon,  and  the 
mutterings  of  discontent  had  warned  the  colonists,  as  the 
rambling  of  distant  thunder  foretells  the  approaching 
teiii])est.  We  have  seen  how  active  prepamtions  wete 
i^iade  at  such  times  to  avert  the  danger,  and  with  ap])arent 
siicci'ss.  But  tlie  floiids  were  only  broken,  not  disjx'rsed. 
An  unusual  period  of  peace  had  lulled  to  fancied  security 
the  unsuspecting  English  ;  but  this  time  had  been  era- 
ployed  by  the  great  leader  of  the  native  tribes  in  perfect- 
ing his  secret  plans.  The  moment  had  now  arrived  when 
the  terrible  truth  should  be  revealed.  The  massacre  at  "'^^ 
Swanzey  startled  all  New  England  with  the  fearful  ven- 
geance that  for  years  liud  been  bruuding  in  the  dark  mind 
of  Philip  uf  Pokanoket. 

Three  men,  remarkable  in  the  history  of  Bbode  Island 
as  pioneers  of  the  infant  settlements,  passed  away  as  the 
clouds  of  war  arose  to  threaten  the  destruction  of  their  liie 
labors.   William  Blackstone  deceased '  but  a  few  days  be- 

'  May  26tli,  1675,  ante,  oUap.  iv. 
VOL,  I, — 24 
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CUAF.  ^<»rt^  dwelling,  on  the  banks  of  the  Seekuiik,  was  de- 
^^^^  stroyed  by  the  savages.  Jolm  Weeks,  one  ot  the  tomideis 
\6  7  5.  of  Warwick,  was  butchered  by  the  Indians  at  the  coin- 
meocement  of  hostilitieSy  and  Governor  Nicolas  Eaaton 
died  soon  aflfcer  at  Newport.  He  was  indeed  a  .pioneer. 
In  the  spring  of  1634  ^  lie  landed  in  New  England  with 
his  two  sons,  Peter  and  John,  and  the  following  spring 
they  ciimiiienced  tlie  settlement  of  Agawam,  or  Newberry. 
Three  years  later,  they  built  the  first  English  house  in 
Hampton,  whence  tiiey  removed  to  Pocafiset, in  consequence 
of  the  Antinomian  controverBj,  the  i?aine  year.  The  next 
spring  they  went  to  Newport,  and  there  again  erected  the 
first  European  dwelling^  and  in  1663,  they  built  the  first 
windmill  on  the  island.*  Governor  Easton  was  several 
times  chopeu  an  Assistant,  and  was  tor  two  years,  prior  t<i 
the  usiirjiatioii  ol  Ccddington,  President  of  the  culcny  un- 
der the  lirst  patent,  and  again  for  the  two  years  previous 
to  his  death,  he  was  elected  Governor  under  the  second 
charter.  His  sons  hecame  equally  distinguished,  and  to 
one  of  them,  John,  now  deputy  Governor  of  the  colony,  we 
are  indebted  for  an  authentic  history  of  the  war  whicb  we 
are  about  to  narrate. 


APPENDIX  C. 

ERRORS  OF  GRAHAME  AND  CHALMERS. 

APF.        Gr  ili.Luie  ill  his  History  of  North  America,  voL  i.  p. 
373,  edition  1833,  says 

The  colony  of  Rhode  Island  bad  received  the  tidhigp  of  the  ree- 
tontton  with  much  real  or  apparent  satisfaction.  It  was  hoped  that 

'  May  14th,  1634. 

^  TheBe  facte  arc  chiefly  token  from  xnaigiital  notos  in  the  haadwritli^  of 
Peter  EaitoD,  in  an  old  copy  of  Mort(m*ft  Memorial,  now  owned  by  hi«  de* 
aoendant^  J.  jU&ed  Hacatd,  E«|.,  of  Newport 
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the  suspension  of  its  charter  1»y  the  lion};  Parlinment  would  more  ^ 
than  compensate  the  dcMiiorit  of  having  accepted  a  charter  from  such  L\. 
authority;  and  that  its  txchision  from  the  coDredcr.icv  of  wljidi  Mas- 

A  P  r 

sachuselt>  was  the  head.  wouM  operate  as  a  rec<>iniiu  iidati"n  to  royal 
favor.  The  King  was  early  prcxdaiined  ;  and  one  Clarke  was  soon  af- 
ter SHlt  M  deputy  from  the  colony  to  Kuglaud,  m  order  to  carry  the 
datiM  MBpects  of  th*  mhabitants  to  the  loot  of  the  throne,  and  to 
Bolidt  a  new  charter  in  their  faror.  Clarica  conducted  bis  negotiation 
with  a  baseness  that  rendered  the  success  of  it  dearlj  bought.  He 
not  onlj  Taunted  the  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rhode  Ishmd, 
while  the  only  proof  he  could  give  of  it  was,  that  they  had  bestowed 
tiie  name  of  Kings  Province  on  a  territory  which  they  had  acquired 
from  the  Indians ;  but  meeting  this  year  the  deputies  of  jklassachu- 
«etts  at  the  Court,  he  fiihlirly  challenged  them  to  mention  any  one 
act  of  duty  or  loyalty  shown  by  their  constituents  to  the  present  Kinj 
or  his  father,  from  their  first  cptnl'li  Imii  at  in  New  Enjrknd.  Yet  the 
inhabitants  of  Rhode  Island  had  tnkvn  a  patent  from  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment in  the  commencement  of  its  stri^le  with  Charles  II,,  while 
Mtsiadiugetts  had  ^dined  to  do  so  when  the  Parliament  was  at  the 
height  of  its  power  and  success.'' 

In  the  London  ctlition,  183G,  ]).  31.3,  some  slight  ver- 
bal alteratious  appear  in  the  above  puijaages,  which  do  not 
affect  their  purport.  In  the  revised  American  edition  the 
Tvord  baseness "  is  changed  to  the  expression  supple- 
ness of  adroit  servility/'  which  is  equally  inaccurate  and 
unjust.  The  harsh  charge  here  laid  ii^x  ^n  Dr.  Clarke  was 
rebutted  by  Mr.  Bancroft  in  a  note  to  chap.  xi.  vol.  ii.  p. 
64,  edit.  1837,  of  his  History  of  the  United  ^States, 
wherein  he  s;iys  :  "  the  charc^o  of  baseness  is  Grahainc's 
own  invention,"  an  expression,  perhaps,  in  itself  too  se- 
vere to  apply  to  the  learned  and  friendly  Briton,  whom 
Mr.  Bancroft  in  the  same  note  says,  "  is  usually  very  can- 
did in  his  judgments/'  since  the  accusation  of  baseness  " 
was  not  invented  by  Grahame,  hut  was  evidently  the  result 
ol"  his  misapprehension  of  the  authority  he  cites — the 
jiartisan  historian  Chalmers.  After  the  emendation  ap- 
peared in  tlie  revised  edition,  Mr.  Bancroft,  in  1841,  sutt- 
ened  the  charge  of  invention  to  that  of  "  \m warranted  mis- 
apprehension/' in  which  he  is  fully  sustained  by  the  factSi 
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This  note  occasioned  a  prolonged  controversy  between  Mr. 
Bancroft  and  Mr.  Quincj,  the  American  editor  of  Gm- 
hame's  histoiy,  upon  the  merits  of  which  we  do  not  pio- 
pOBe  to  touch,  only  80  &r  as  injustice  has  been  done  therdn 
to  Rhode  Island,  in  the  attempt  to  display  the  superior 
honesty  and  candur  of  the  Massaclmsetts  agents  at  the 
ex])ense  of  Clarke.  The  passagcii  m  Chalmers'  Political 
Annals,  Book  1.  chap.  xi.  p.  273,  274-6,  cited  by  Gra- 
hame,  as  his  authority  for  the  above  quoted  remarks  on 
Rhode  Island,  read  as  follows.  After  referring  to  the  ex- 
elusion  of  Rhode  Island  from  the  Kew  En^nd  league, 
owing  to  the  dislike  felt  in  Massachusetts  fm  her  libeial 
principles,  he  says : — 

Necessity  therefurc  obliged  Llicui  to  provide  for  their  security  by 
other  means.  They  cultiTated  the  friendship  of  the  neighboring  sa- 
chems with  the  greatest  saocess ;  whereby  they  acqahed  cansideimble 
influenoe  OTer  their  minds,  whndi  was  of  coosidOTiUe  importance. 
And  that  asoendawT'  they  emplojedi  during  the  year  164^  to  procure 
from  the  chiefs  of  the  Namgansets  a  formal  surrender  of  their  cood- 
try,  which  was  afterwards  called  the  Kings  ProTince,  to  Charles  1.. 
in  right  of  his  crown,  in  coni«idi' ration  of  that  proteetiom  whidi  the 
unhappy  monarch  then  wanted  for  himself.  Yet  no  mcftsiirp  could 
be  more  offensive  to  Mns8aclin?ctts,  or  coukl  provoke  more  her  rt^cnt- 
mt  iit ;  because  it  was  equally  inconsistent  with  her  n>ual  practicv  and 
pn;>t'nt  views  of  acquiring  the  subjection  of  the  same  territory  to  her- 
self. The  deputies  of  these  plantations  boasted  to  Charles  II.  of  the 
merits  of  this  transuciion,  and  at  the  same  time  *  challenged  the  agents 
of  Boston  to  display  any  one  act  of  duty  or  loyalty  shown  hy  thdt 
constituents  to  Charles  I.  or  to  the  present  King,  from  their  first  es- 
tablishment in  New  England.'  The  challenge  thus  confidcntlj  gifen 
was  not  accepted.**  p.  273.  *'That  event  [the  Bestoration]  gne 
great  satisfiietion  to  these  plantations,  because  they  hoped  to  he  i«' 
lieved  from  that  constant  dread  of  Massachusetts  which  had  so  long 
afflicted  them.  And  they  immediately  proclaimed  Charles  II.,  because 
they  wislied  for  protection,  and  intended  soon  to  beg  for  favors.  Thc}' 
not  long  after  sent  Clarke  as  their  agent  to  the  Court  of  that  mon- 
arch, to  solicit  for  a  jtatent,  which  was  deemed  in  New  ilnglun  l  so 
essential  to  real  jurisdiction.  And  in  September,  16G2.  he  obtained 
the  ol)iect  of  his  prayers.  Yet,  owing  to  the  opposition  of  Coanccti- 
cutj  the  present  chajrlcr  was  not  finally  piia&ed  till  July.  1663." 
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The  remainder  of  the  letereuce  coatains  an  abstract  chap. 
of  the  charter,  and  some  erroneous  statements  of  the  ac-  ,Jt^ 
tion  bad  under  it^  to  which  we  shall  hereafter  refer. 

Nowy  admitting,  for  the  moment,  that  Chalmers  is 
good  authority,  which  we  shall  presently  disprove,  so  fat 
at  least  as  regards  tliis  portion  of  his  annals,  an  examina- 
tion of  the  fore<^()in^  quotations  from  the  twu  uutliurs  will 
sliow  that  Mr.  Gialiame  has  drawn  two  erroneous  infer- 
ences, nut  warranted  by  his  citations,  and  has  stated  them 
as  iacts.  First,  that  the  name  of  Kings  Province  was  a 
proof,  and,  as  he  states,  "  the  only  proof"  that  Clarke 
could  give  of  tho  vaunted  loyalty  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Rhode  Island/'  Chalmers,  it  will  be  seen,  says  parenthet- 
ically, that  the  surrendered  country  "was  afterwards 
called  the  Kings  Province,"  which  is  correct,  but  is  very 
different  from  the  statement  of  GraUame,  The  fact  is, 
that  tlie  name  of  Kings  Province  first  appears  in  the  in- 
structions to  the  commissioners,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
Col.  Nicholls,  who  were  sent  by  the  King  to  visit  New 
£ngland,  and  were  furnished  with  three  sets  of  instruc- 
tions regulating  their  conduct,  one  as  to  Massachusetts, 
one  as  to  Connecticut,  and  the  other  secret,  all  dated  23d 
April,  1664,  and  also  a  commission  to  determine  appeals, 
boundary  <h'sputes,  &C.,  dated  two  days  later.  They  are 
in  New  England  Papers,  bundle  1,  pp.  182-11)4,  in  the 
British  State  Paper  Office.  Article  3  of  the  set  of  in- 
atructions  for  Connecticut  relates  to  the  Rhode  Island 
boimdaiy,  and  in  article  4,  referring  to  the  submission  of 
the  Narraganaet  sachems,  it  orders  that  if  it  prove  true, 
the  commissioners  should  take  rent  from  the  occupants, 
and  shaU  call  the  country  Kings  Province.  This  order 
took  eifec  t  on  20th  March  following,  by  formal  proclama- 
tion of  tho  cummiissioMers,  as  a]>pears  in  New  England 
Papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  4,  iJritihh  State  Pi»]ier  Office,  printed 
in  3  R.  L  H.  Col.,  179-81.  This  is  the  earlicist  mention 
of  the  name  of  Kings  Province,  which  was  given  by  royal 
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CHAP,  decree,  nearly  two  years  atter  the  Rhode  Iblaad  charter 
was  issued,  and  in  relation  to  the  time  of  the  Bubmission 
A^^-  by  the  sachemB  just  twenty  yean  "  afterwards"  Upon 
this  point  then  Chalmers  is  correct  and  Giahame  wrong. 

The  second  false  statement  in  which  Grahams  is  not 
borne  out  by  his  authority  is  that  Clarke  "  meeting  ikU 
year  (1GG2)  tlie  deputies  ol  J\icissachusetts,  c]i;illcii<:;ed 
thciu  to  mention  any  one  act  of  duty  ur  loyalty  fchown  by 
their  constituents."  A  due  attention  to  the  above  ex- 
tract will  show  that  Chahners  saye  no  such  thing.  The 
faulty  connection  of  the  passage  would  perhaps  giro  to  a 
cursory  reader  the  idea  received  by  Grahame,  and  veiy 
distinctly  and  iiyuriously  perpetuated  by  him.  Chal- 
mers' words  are  obscure,  it  is  true,  relating  to  another  bxA 
later  affair,  as  will  directly  be  shown  ;  but  certainly  Mr. 
Graliaine,  before  thus  cruelly  assailing  Clarke,  Bbould 
have  examined  the  authority  to  wliich  ClialmerH  refex& 
He  would  have  there  found  that  Chalnicrs'  citation  waa 
not  to  Clarke's  conduct,  but  to  a  very  different  piunt,  and 
he  would  thus  hare  been  led  either  to  suspect  the  aocoracy 
ot*  the  Annalist,  or  to  discover  his  own  misapplication  <^ 
his  language.  Upon  these  two  points,  therefuic,  Xi:. 
Gr. i  ll; line  has  erred  iu  drawing  iuiercnces  that  are  not  suii- 
tained  by  his  authorities,  aiul  as  he  has  thus  done  a  great 
wrong — all  the  greater  from  the  acknowledged  excell^ioe 
of  his  character  and  general  accuracy  of  his  work— we 
have  felt  compelled  to  furnish  what  we  consider  as  the 
proof  of  unpardonable  carelessness  in  a  historian.  The 
only  other  reference  which  he  gives.  Hazard  iL  612,  is  to 
a  copy  of  the  charter. 

It  really  seems  as  if  Mr.  liaiicrotVs  charge  of  "  iuven- 
tion,"  or  ratlier  of  unwarranted  misapprehension,''  was 
not  so  unfounded  as  has  been  represented,  or  so  unjusti- 
fiable, when  we  consider  the  pains  that  a  writer  of  history 
is  morally  bound  to  bestow  upon  his  work  before  assailing 
the  private  character  or  tiie  public  acts  of  any  man  whom  he 
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has  occasion  to  mention  ;  and  also  when  we  see,  aain  these  chai». 
twa  pointB,  how  Mr.  Giahame  has  distorted  the  authority  J^'^ 
upon  which  he  relies.   The  note  and  reference  attached 

to  this  passage  of  Chalmers,  the  first  one  hefore  quoted, 
reads  thus  :  Tliero  is  a  copy  of  tlio  Indian  Snrreiuler  in 
New  England  I'ajx  rfs,  hnndlo  3  ;  aii'l  si  e  tho  same,  p. 
25,"  the  latter  clause  referring  plainly  enon^^h  to  the  doc- 
ument whence  his  extract  is  made.  That  document 
oonld  be  found  in  five  minutes  by  the  clerks  in  the  State 
Paper  Office,  and  placed  before  any  applicant  authorized 
by  goTernment  to  hare  access  to  its  archives.  The  Brit- 
ish Gtyvemment  are  very  liberal  in  grantintj^  permission, 
even  to  foreitpi  stiukiits  uf  history,  who  apjily  for  this 
])rivil(":'-«\  cnly  liiniiinnr  their  range  of  rcsearcli.  in  the  cnse 
of  Americans  at  least,  with  the  commencement  of  the 
revolution.  A  British  subject  would,  of  conise,  as  easily 
obtain  entrance,  and  without  such  limitation.  That  Mr. 
Grahame  did  not  use  the  privOege  to  veriQr  hu  authority  in 
this  case  is  evident.  The  paper  referred  to  is  a  Petition 
of  the  Warwick  deputies  (Randall  Holden  and  John 
Greene)  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  togotlier  with  their  reply 
to  tho  Massachusetts  agents,"  who  on  the  30th  July, 
1678,  had  answered  a  complaint  made  by  the  Warwick 
men,  wherein  was  exposed  tlie  former  conduct  of  Massa- 
chusetts toward  Gorton  and  his  company.  The  document 
embraces  four  pages,  24-27  of  the  volume,  or  bundle,  and 
on  i^age  25,  the  precise  reference  of  Chalmers,  occur  the 
words,  or  nearly  those,  quoted  l)y  hiui.  The  aggravated 
circumstances  of  that  cape  justified  the  challenge  of  the 
Warwick  deputies,  and  the  silence  of  those  of  Massachu- 
setts, was  a  discreet  reserve  for  which  they  could  hardly 
be  expected  to  receive  the  praises  of  any  man  conversant 
with  the  fiicts.  Chalmers'  obscurity  and  Grahame's  oveiv 
sight  have  fiimished  Mr.  Quincy  with  an  occasion  for  un- 
due elation  in  contrasting  the  conduct  of  the  two  colonies 
at  this  time.    We  only  regret  that  he  should  lend  the 
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CUAF.  sanction  of  lus  revered  and  distinguished  name  to  the 
slander  against  Clarke,  and  to  the  defomatioii  of  Bhode 
K   Island.    (See  3  Mass.  Hist.  Colls.,  vol  ix.  p.  28,  note, 
and    The  Memoiy  of  the  late  James  Orahame  YumIh 
cated/'  8vo.  59  pp.  Boston,  1846,  paatimJ) 

If,  as  he  mys,  The  agents  of  Massachusetts  would 
not  condescend,  for  the  sake  even  of  savinp^  tlitir  cliarter, 
to  feign  a  Bontinu  nt  wliicli  they  WL'Tf*  Fensil)lt*  lia«l  ex- 
istence," it  is  mure  than  can  be  said  of  the  general  Court 
that  deputed  them,  the  first  article  of  whose  instructions 
to  them  is  to  present  us  to  his  Majesty  as  his  lofoi  and 
obedtent  subjects."  (Hutchinson's  Collections,  355.) 
Whatever  else  we  may  render  to  our  sister  colony  as  her 
just  due,  it  is  not  in  the  qualities  of  honesty  or  of  <»ndor 
that  lilitKlc  Jblaud  or  Jtilin  Clarke  should  jield  the  palm 
to  MassachusettB  or  her  agents. 

We  have  now  to  examine  the  reliability  of  Chalmers 
himself,  with  particular  reference  to  chapter  xL  on  Rhode 
Island.  Ko  one  can  read  the  Political  Annals  with- 
out bemg  impressed  with  the  partisan  spirit  of  that  work. 
If  the  reader  were  ignorant  of  the  circumstanoes  of  the 
author's  life,  he  could  scarcely  fail  to  discover  the  i)rinci- 
pal  points  of  it  iVom  a  perusal  of  liis  pages.  The  bitter- 
ness of  tlic  loyalist  reftip^ee  ujipeurs  in  the  title-page,  and 
is  couHpieuous  to  the  last  passage  of  his  book.  He  writes 
in  1780,  when  the  Declaration  of  Independence  had  been 
four  years  in  operation,  and  hut  a  faint  hope  remained 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  could  ever  be  re-^tab- 
lished  in  America,  and  yet  he  styles  the  country  "  the 
present  United  Colonies,"  and  he  closes  the  volume  with 
a  lurmal  dcuial  uf  the  "immuliiblc  triitlis"  u|»on  which 
that  Declaration  is  Imsed.  Whenever  an  ojiporiunity  oe- 
curs  to  flout  the  principles  of  freedom  by  maligning  the 
motives  of  it  s  friends,  he  does  so  with  an  evident  satis- 
faction which  he  takes  no  pains  to  conceal.  An  honest 
regard  to  the  truth  of  history  is  eveiywhere  seoondaiy  to 
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his  hatred  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  With  such  sen-  chap. 
timentB  for  a  groundwork  it  is  only  remarkable  that  his 
statements  should  be  received  without  suBpicioiiy  and  his 
ample  references  taken  without  Terification  by  writers 
who,  like  Grahame,  are  imbued  with  opposite  opinions. 
The  position  he  held  as  a  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
to  wlioso  custody  the  colonial  arclii\'es  were  intruste^l, 
and  the  fulness  of  liis  rcforencos  to  orij^innl  papers,  liuve 
so  long  given  currency  to  hie  work  as  the  highest  author- 
ity, that  it  seems  bold  at  tliis  day  to  question  its  conect- 
ness  upon  any  point  of  colonial  history.  Nor  would  the 
writer  venture  to  do  so  now  except  upon  the  clearest  evi- 
dence, and  because  in  the  chapter  that  most  concerns  us. 
the  spirit  of  the  author  is  more  than  u^u.illy  ap})arent, 
and  his  erroneous  tttateincuts  liave  done  more  than  those 
of  all  others  to  misrepresent  the  motives  and  the  conduct 
of  our  ancestors. 

Chalmers  was  bom  in  Scotland,  studied  law  in  Edin- 
buig,  emigrated  to  America,  and  practised  at  the  bar  of 
Maryland  for  ten  years.  As  a  stanch  loyalist,  he  re- 
turned home  at  the  time  of  the  revolution.  There  he  de- 
voted himself  to  historical  pursuits.  His  nituatiou  with 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  not  obtained  till  six  years  after 
the  publieation  of  the  Annals,  when  it  was  bestowed  as 
a  reward  of  his  loyalty,  and  as  a  compensation  for  the 
sufferings  he  had  endured.  It  is  evident,  however,  that 
he  had  free  access  to  the  colonial  papers  before  his  ap- 
pointment in  that  office.  His  ability  is  unquestionable  ; 
but  the  facts  we  have  stated  require  that  discretion 
Bhoul.l  he  exereised  in  perusing  the  Annals,  and  demand 
the  application  of  the  severest  eauons  of  historical  criti- 
cism, before  receiving  as  truth  the  statements  and  deduc- 
tions therein  presented.  As  a  general  rule,  in  this  case  it 
may  be  said  that  whatever  Chalmers  states  favorably  for 
the  colomsts  may  be  relied  upon«  The  evidence  must  be 
very  clear  to  his  mind  when  he  does  so.   Whatever  he 
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cnAP.  States  as  &ct  nniaTozable  to  them  requires  that  his  refer- 
ences  should  he  verified^  and  if  no  reference  is  given^  the 
statement  woidd  more  safely  be  thrown  aside.  Whatever 
he  offers  as  a  deduction  from  stated  facts,  as  philosophy, 

or  as  remarks/'  slioiild  for  the  most  part  be  di&caixlcd, 
as  beln;^  only  tlie  reflections  of  a  luind  ojvposod  at  ever}'- 
point  to  the  principles  of  the  colonists,  and  heiico  nniible 
to  appreciate  their  motives.  And  finally,  those  state- 
ments that  are  susceptible  of  confirmation  by  the  archives 
of  the  plantations,  kept  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  in 
the  mam  reliable,  while  those  which  could  only  be  verified 
by  the  records  of  the  colonies  themselves,  as  being  cliiefly 
matters  of  local  concern,  should  not  be  credited  without 
examination  of  the  ori^nal  evidence  in  this  countrv. 
There  is  not  an  American  colony  that  has  not  suffered 
injustice  in  some  way  by  this  work,  through  those  who 
have  blindly  relied  upon  its  accuracy ;  and  none  more  so 
than  Bhode  Island.  To  specify  the  errors  of  &ct  and  of 
inference  contained  in  the  single  chapter  upon  this  State, 
would  be  tedious  and  jsujieriluous.  Siiilice  \i  lo  say.  that 
the  comnieuts  upon  the  charter  near  tlic  close  of  the  cliaj»- 
ter  begin  with  an  error  of  date,  and  are  so  interwoven 
with  misstated  facts  and  partial  truths,  and  so  colored  by 
party  biases,  as  to  destroy  the  value  of  the  whole. 

APPENDIX  D. 

coiiRKsro\i)i:NTi:  between  the  atherton  comp.vxy  and 

JOUN  \MNTHHur,  Ju.,  AGENT  FOR  CONNECTICUT,  DJ  LONDUN. 

FBOM  Haa.  TRVHBIFtL  rATBBa,  VOL.  XZIL,  KOS.  8S,  47  JOtD  45,  nr  TBS  AB« 

conm  OF  TKB  iiA88.  msr.  sogibtt. 
L 

Hon'ril  S'. — After  our  f-crviocs  presented  to  yo'sclfc  vrr  iinUe 
boulde  to  request  tlii.-s  fiivor  to  be  added  to  al  yo'  former,  considering 
it  may  be  for  our  ftirther  comforte  to  have  the  Lands  wee  have  at 
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Narrapransett  in  some  patteut  ainl  yo'selfe  being  now  in  Eugl.uul  ami  g^^*, 
having  an  iiiLerest  with  ourselves  therein,  we  conceave  that  if  you  IX. 
could  procure  them  Into  OonnecUcat  ptttent  it  would  be  best^  and 
therefore  if  you  oould  procan  the  line  to  runne  elonge  firom  Oonecti-  D. 
oot  by  the  Bays  patient  til  it  meeto  with  Plunoth  pftttent,  end  then 
bj  plimoth  pettent  tile  it  come  into  Nenguiaet  Bay  and  see  into  the 
eea^  and  bounded  bjr  the  sea  til  it  meete  with  the  fhrther  parte  of  Co- 
oeeticot  jurisdiction  with  all  the  islands  acyojnelng  it  wonld  reach  y* 
whole.  Bat  notwithstanding  this  our  advice  wee  desire  to  have  our 
particular  lalerait  Snm  the  Indians  to  be  reserved  to  us  and  oncly  y* 
jurisdiction  or  government  to  be  witliin  Conecticot,  onely  we  leave  it 
to  yCselfc  which  way  yoti  fiiule  mo«t  fun^eablc  wlietbcr  in  Tonecticot 
pattciit  or  riimoth  provi(Ie<l  whichever  it  Ix-  our  {  ar  i  i  ul  n  IiilereBt 
be  rei^cTved  to  ourselves.  If  you  cauuut  attaiu  these  bouudes  yot  wee 
desire  if  it  may  be  that  our  particular  lands,  the  j>ropritty  alwaics  re- 
served to  ourselves,  may  be -got  into  Conecticot  pattent,  however  freed 
from  Roade  Island.  Thus  a'aviug  excuse  for  our  bouldncss  we  take 
leaTS,  oneiy  sabscribing  onnelves  yo^  ml  senrants  apointed  to  sob- 
scribe  onr  names  in  the  behalf  of  the  rest. 

Edward  Hutchinson  Rich*  Lord 

Will"  Hudson  Am  Riclitson. 

Tlio  foniK  T  is  what  we  formerly  writ  by  Mr.  Lord  and  not  havein*? 
anythin;;  to  add  send  the  same  again,  onely  the  Lord  liath  maide  a  sad 
breach  amongst  ua  by  taking  to  himselfe  Maj'  Geucrai  *liiiarton  who 
was  Blame  by  a  fidl  from  his  horse. 

ffor  the  Bight  Worahipfhl 

John  Winthrope,  Esqr 

these  present 

n. 

SB03K  MB  WOTHBOP  TO  CAPT.  Bt>.  UOTCUiasOlC. 

Hon'A  8'. 

Accordbig  to  yo^  desires  in  those  Letters  from  yo'self  and  Mr 
lUdiardson,  and  the  others  of  yo*  Company  (of)  y*  Plantation  of  Nar- 
ragansett  was  included  within  Connecticott  Charter,  yet  so  as  it  was 
according  to  the  very  words  of  their  old  chnrt»-r  which  was  to  Xarra- 
p^nsett  Tliver.  I  had  onel}-  those  words  put  in  fur  Exjdication  and 
avoiding  controvcrsio  about  the  meaning  of  Narratransett  Miver  ;  these 
words  uns  ailded  fcoramonly  called  Xarragansutt  Jiay  where  the  said 
llivcr  falleth  into  the  Sea]  and  by  what  I  saw  of  y*  coppy  of  Provi- 
dence charter  the  words  are  these,  that  the  Whole  Extent  of  y  Tract 
waa  about  25  miles,  which  by  caladatton  irom  y*  farther  part  of  Prov- 
idenoe  would  reach  but  to  the  Nanraganeett  countrey. 
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After  tlic  CliartcT  was  under  the  Oivatc  Scale  an<l  finished  Mr 
Clarke  then  appeared  w'''  prcat  opposition,  as  A<:ent  for  lioad  Island 
Collony,  be  never  Ixfore  mudc  it  known  to  me  that  he  was  au'cut  fur 
theiDj  nor  could  I  imagine  it  for  a  gocni  while  after  my  arhvcale  heere. 
Mr  Alderman  Petkc  tuld  me  hee  had  Received  Letters  from  Road  Isl- 
and, with  an  Addrees  Indfiaed,  and  was  desired  hj  theae  Letters  to 
Deliver  y*  Addnas,  and  afterwards  told  nee  be  had  procaged  Ifr 
Handridc  to  Deliver  it  I  could  not  by  this  conoeiTe  thej  had  wkj 
other  Agent,  hot  was  reeolyed  in  myBnainesse  to  keepto  y*  worda  of 
the  old  Pattent,  as  neete  as  might  be.  I  am  mrry  there  sbonld  be 
any  Controversye  Ijetween  friends.  If  they  had  Desired  to  faaiva 
Joyned  w'**  our  Collony  I  doubt  not  but  they  might  have  had  all 
Equall  Liberties  with  them.  >rr  Clarke  might  have  done  their  Busi- 
ness before  my  arrivcall  or  all  v'  time  since ;  I  should  not  have  op- 
posed anytiiing  therein,  and  whether  lie  had  done  any  thing,  or  vrero 
about  it,  T  did  not  enquire,  but  that  he  hath  done  nothing  in  it  fif  it 
be  so)  is  not  tiirough  the  least  act  from  niyselfe;  who  only  luiuUed 
our  Businesse  according  to  a  former  Grant :  And  when  y'  was  lin- 
iahed  then  Mr  Clarke  begsn  to  stirr  and  oppose  what  he  oonld,  w*^  was 
a  great  wrong  to  y*  lundranoe  of  my  yoyage.  Why  he  did  not  fiatfaer 
act  about  their  Busmesae  before  when  hee  would  hare  none  to  oppose^ 
or  all  this  time  when  he  ahould  have  no  opposition  fhnn  myself  or 
any  other,  but  so  act  ooely  by  making  a  Controversye  after  our  Busi* 
nesee  was  finished  I  know  not  y'  Reason.  I  desire  y  ■  to  present  my 
Remembrances  to  Mr  Breuton  and  Mr  Arnold  and  Mr  Williams  and 
our  friends  of  those  parts,  and  let  them  know  that  this  is  the  whole 
truth  of  trie  Jhisinesse,  however  Mr.  Clarke  may  Repreecnt  itt  to  them; 
they  are  friends  that  I  ahvaye  did  and  dot*  Respect  and  Love  and  hjid 
not  the  leant  Intent  of  wroiif^ing  thrm.  Intending  onely  that  service 
to  the  Colluny  to  their  old  thartrr  w  they  had  purchased  At  a  great 
price,  and  according  to  tlie  Desires  of  yo'selvcs  the  Purchasers  of  that 
in  Narrsgansett 

I  shsll  not  add  at  present  by  (but  ?)  my  Io?o  and  respects  to  yc^- 
selfe  and  Hr  Smith  and  the  rest  of  yo'  Company,  and  Best 

Your  Loreing  friend 

John  Winthrop. 

Ln«  September  2,  1GG2. 

For  Capt.  £dw.  Hutchinson 

at  Narragansett. 

in. 

FBOK  GAVr.  aUTCHUnOH  TO  MB.  WnCTHBOP  Vf  UMTOOV. 

Bonoir,lS,Stt.liai. 
Honn*^  S'.— Wee  have  Received  yo^  from  London.  We  thoi^t 
good  to  send  yon  a  copy  of  what  wee  aent  to  ConnecUcot  to  consides 
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of.  oncly  wee  tliink  good  to  add,  y'  wee  nre  bold  to  presume  yoti  doc  (^jj.'^p 
not  consider  y' what  you  have  prricurod  in  y  CMiartir  JU  aches  the  IX. 
"Wliole  of  y«  Narmfransett  Count  rev.  and  Wliereas  you  speako  of  25  ^^^^^JT* 
miles  wee  understand  not  yo'  meaning,  for  yo'  Patient  and  PHmouth  D. 
Joyuii  llcachiug  both  y^  Narragansett  River,  and  whereas  Mr  Clarke 
pretends  a  Patient,  Wee  have  sent  a  Coppy  of  one  to  the  Massachu- 
setts of  the  ssDis  Land  dated  before  theirs  Web  answers  theirs,  and 
wee  eooceive  may  gi?e  satisfiurtioii.  But,  howe?er,  It  is  neoessaiy  ihr 
aTQjdtng  Oantention  to  yield  no  way  to  Boad  Island  for  they  are  not 
Ratloiiall.  It  seems  Mr  Clarke  hath  much  abused  you,  but  I  wonder 
Boi  at  itf  for  their  Prmoiples  lesds  them  io  no  better.  But  for  any 
IVact  of  Land  of  25  miles  there  is  not  any  such  Tract,  for  tbeire  Pat- 
tent  is  bounded  by  the  Countrcy  inhabited  by  the  Indians  (though 
after  there  be  an  expression  reaching  to  Pequod  River)  yet  the  whole 
Conntrey  of  y"  Xarrapransett  lyos  betwixt  Peqnod  River  and  Provi- 
dence w  '  is  Inhabited  by  Indian?,  and  therefore  that  Expression  is 
no  better  than  a  Cheate,  Ibr  from  the  outside  uf  iVovideuce  bounds  to 
Pequod  iii\cT  is  at  least  GO  miles  takin;r  in  all  the  Indian  Countrcy 
they  aiv  not  to  do  by  their  I'ultent,  thcrefurc  if  Providence  Town- 
ship and  Road  Ishuid  should  be  granted  a  Pattent  yett  y*  Countrcy 
Inhabited  by  Indians  is  Excepted,  which  to  that  wee  have  fxirchased, 
therefore  wee  are  bold  to  crave  of  you  to  consider  w'  you  y  eild  to  be- 
fbre  yon  yeild,  and  w*ever  you  doe  to  Resenre  our  particular  Interest. 
But  if  y*  Providence,  Warwi<^  and  Road  Island  should  procure  a 
Pattent  for  the  Bounds  of  those  4  Towns  to  oome  as  fiv  as  Warwick 
rails  where  they  now  Ftand,  and  so  j^oe  along  by  the  River  pawtucket 
not  by  the  Bay  but  to  Warwick  pointe  w^^  will  be  about  20  or  25 
miles  to  Reach  to  Boston  Line  wee  should  not  oppose  w*''  is  indeed 
more  than  anytbin)!  tlicy  can  pretend  claime  to.  Thus  not  farther  to 
trouble  you  wee  take  our  h  ave  and  rest 

W  servants  to  our  power.s 

£d.  Hutchinson  Uy  app<nninient 

of  the  Company. 

These  letters  are  now  for  the  first  time  printed.  Tlie  tli  st  i«  p:iven 
to  show  the  earnestness  of  the  Atherton  company  to  bt*  freed  from 
Rhode  Island,"'  whatever  else-  mi^ht  le  their  lot,  long  before  the  char- 
ters were  obtained.  It  breathes  the  true  spirit  of  Mas.sachusetts  at 
that  day,  and  proposes  a  series  of  boun<lary  lines  that  would  annihi- 
late the  existence  of  Rhode  Island.  It  refers  to  Mr.  Winthrop's  own- 
ership in  the  purchase,  and  doses  with  the  news  of  the  fttal  accident 
that  terminated  the  life  of  their  gallant  but  unscrupulous  leader. 
From  thto  time  the  name  by  which  the  company  was  first  commonly 
called  in  his  honor  wtm  changed,  in  general  use,  to  that  of  the  Narrap 
ffuiset  company. 
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CHAP.       The  second  k'tter  recites  tlio  diiTiciiUus  wliich  Winthrop  cncoun- 
IX.      tcred.  chielly  at  the  h.indj^  of  Clarke,  after  Ikj  had  ohtamd  the  Con- 

'"Jpp^  necticul  charter.  That  ho  should  fed  re>tivc  under  the  d^lay  that 
D.  Clarke's  opposition  occasioned  was  natural,  but  wc  see  no  reason  why 
Clarke  should  have  made  known  his  intentions  in  roimrd  to  Hhode 
iBlmd  before  he  was  obliged  to  do  bo  hy  the  course  of  events.  He 
WIS  floiTDiiiided  by  the  agents  of  adyerse  interests,  irh»,  be  had  good 
reason  to  fear,  if  th^fintiifully  ivpresented  their  principals,  wooU 
leaTe  no  means  untried  that  bitter  boetilitj  oonM  suggest,  to  aooom- 
plish  the  OTerthroir  of  Rhode  Ishnd.  That  inflnenoes  to  this  end 
were  brooght  to  bear  upon  Winthrop  the  first  letter  shows,  and  it  is 
doe  to  his  purity  alone,  and  not  to  the  Justice  or  honesty  of  his  princi- 
pals and  adrisera^  that  the  worst  fears  of  Clarke  were  not  realised. 
Under  such  circumstances  sound  judgment  dictated  the  conduct  of  the 
Rhode  Inland  a^rent  in  koepincr  his  own  councils.  Winthrop's  friendly 
feeling  towanls  Rhode  Island  i-^  (  ( n  at  the  close  of  hi  -  I'^ttcr  in  hh 
memh^e  to  s^onie  of  her  leadin<^^  uivii,  to  whom  he  says  he  intended  no 
wrong,  but  thdught  he  was  doing  a  bervice  to  their  old  charter,  as  well 
Its  to  the  Nairaganset  company,  in  what  he  had  secured  for  Connecti- 
cut There  is  no  reference  in  this  letter  to  his  agreement  with  Clarke, 
which  in  &ct  was  not  signed  till  seven  months  later,  bnt  an  alhiaion  in 
'  the  next  letter,  which  is  the  reply  of  Hntchinson  to  this  one,  would 
indicate  that  some  compromise  between  them  was  already  in  view,  and 
had  oome  to  the  knowledge  of  tlie  writer,  probably  through  Win* 
throp's  oflSdal  oorrespondenoe  with  Connectidtt. 

The  third  letter  displays  the  usual  animosity  of  its  authors  a^inst 
Rhode  Island.  Tt  is  chiefly  valuable  as  showing^  in  connection  with 
that  portion  of  the  preceding  one  to  which  it  specially  replies,  the  in- 
accurate notions  of  both  the  corre.^pondinp;  parties  conccminj:^  the 
courses  and  distancos  of  the  territory  in  (juestion.  It  will  be  seen 
tliat  there  is  an  irrceoneilable  dtfTerencc  between  them  on  this  point, 
and  hejicc  if  either  party  wore  correct  in  hi-  staloiucnts  the  ntiter  wns 
entirely  wrong.  Wiiitliroi)  is  pretty  neuriy  accurate  in  hia  Uistauce 
of  twenty-five  miles  "  from  the  further  part  of  Providence  to  the  Xar- 
ragansot  country,^'  if  he  means  from  Narraganset  Bay  to  Pawcattick 
river  in  an  east  and  west  course,  which  is  probably  what  he  does  mean, 
as  it  is  upon  that  basis  the  agreement  was  made  and  the  charter  of 
Rhode  Island  was  granted.  Hutchinson,  on  the  contrary,  is  as  nearly 
correct  ia  his  widely  different  estimate  of  distance,  taking  a  north  and 
south,  or  rather  a  northeast  and  southwest  course  from  Providence  to 
Pawcatuck.  So  that  it  is  probable  the  misunderstanding  between  the 
writers  was  in  regard  to  the  courses  rather  than  the  distance^.  The 
reading  of  each  letter  would  seem  to  convey  the  idea  that  a  north  and 
south  course  was  meant  in  both  ca>es.  lUit  if  this  weiv  so,  Winthrop 
was  very  wide  of  the  mark  and  Hutchinson  pretty  nearly  correct. 
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Another  remarkable  point  in  this  letter  is  the  allusion  to  tlie  old  cjiAP 
Xarragansct  patent  held  by  ^Massachusetts,  of  whicli  a  copy  appears  IX. 
to  have  been  sent  bj  the  Atherton  oompanj  to  Mr.  Winthrop.   The  ^2?^ 
referenoM  to  this  aneient  patent  ar»  veiy  few,  and  are  almost  always  D. 
merely  inddental,  as  in  ttiia  oase,  aa  if  no  great  weight  was  attaebed 
to  it  Why  this  ahoold  be  so  we  camkot  tell,  but  so  it  is.  Every  tl- 
luaioB  to  tlie  patent  of  Dec.  10th,  1643,  is  worthy  of  notion  from  this 
peculiarity.    In  its  proper  plaois^  cluster      this  sul^ect  is  more 
fttUy  considered. 

APPENDIX  E. 


LETTKR  FliOM  JOIIN  SCOT,  IX  LONDON,  TO  CAVT.  IIL  TCUINSOX. 
(fBOM  ntcMBtnx  FAPaaa,  vol.  zzn.  Bn>,  86,  me.  ix  xam.  max.  aoc.) 

Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  my  honoured  fliend. — 

Mr.  Winthiop  was  yery  averse  to  my  prosecuting  yo'  aSUres,  be 
having  had  mnch  trouble  with  Mr.  Clarke,  whiles  he  remained  in 
England ;  but  as  soonc  as  I  received  intelligence  of  his  departure  from 
y  Downes,  I  took  into  the  Societye  a  Potent  Gentleman,  and  pre- 
ferred a  Petition  against  Clarke,  itc.  as  enimyes  to  the  peace  and  well 
beinjr  of  his  Majestyef!  pT>nd  suljecK,  and  doubt  not  pf  effecting  the 
j)r(  nii^es  in  convenient  tyine ;  and  in  onlcr  to  accomplish  y'  hnslnesse, 
I  have  bought  of  Edwards  a  parcel  of  cnriosityes  to  y  vahie  of 
CO:  to  gratifyc  persr>ns  tliat  are  powerfiill,  that  there  uiay  he  a  Letter 
filled  w  uh  Aiithuiizing  Expressions  to  the  Collonyes  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  that  the  proprietors  of  the  Naragansct  coun- 
try e,  shall  not  onlye  live  peaceablye,but  have  satislaction  for  Injuiyes 
already  receiTed,  by  some  of  the  saide  Proprietors,  and  the  power 
y'  shall  be  soe  invested  (viz.,)  the  Masachnsets  and  Conetioott  t^yer- 
tue  of  the  saide  letter,  will  joyntlye  or  seTcrallye  have  full  power  to 
doe  us  Justice  to  all  intents  as' to  our  Naraganset  conoemes.  8%  Mr. 
Samtt  Sedgwick  disburst  y  monye,  the  obligation  I  doubt  not  of  sat* 
Isiaction  of  nccordinge  to  tyme  which  t*?  by  March  next  and  by  y'  time, 
or  long  before,  I  doubt  not  of  satisfyinire  yo'  <1(  sires,  or  elce  I  will 
satLsfye  y'  saide  Bill  to  Sedgwick  myself.  I  cannot  deeme  those  tcrmes 
Mr.  AVinthrop  made  with  Clarke  any  wnye  to  answere  yo'  desires, 
were  there  a  oertsintye  in  what  C  lai  ke  1  n  t '  i  anted. 

Yo"^  friend  and  pervantt 
uncerimoniou  ^  lye 

John  Scott. 
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The  foreguiug  letter  is  the  most  important  evidence 
that  has  yet  been  brought  to  light  upon  this  subject. 
Nothing  could  more  clearly  explain  the  whole  conspiiacy 
against  Clarke,  its  authoiSi  their  plans,  and  the  means 
adopted  to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Their  motive  is 
shown  in  previous  letters,  the  desire  "  to  be  freed  from 
Rhode  Island  "  in  whatever  way,  and  "  the  way  "  is  here 
explained  after  tlie  lapse  of  two  Inindred  years.  Parties 
who  could  adopt  such  meanSi  uncerimoniouslye,"  in- 
deed, would  hesitate  at  no  other  degree  of  Ijaseness  to 
shield  their  crime.  Why  the  character  of  Clarke  was 
traduced  in  every  mode  that  unscrupulous  corruption 
could  devise,  can  no  longer  remain  a  mystery.  That  the 
slanders  originated  by  these  violators  of  both  moral  and 
statute  law,  and  eagerly  perpetuated  by  their  sympa- 
tliizing  brethren  in  the  adjoining  colonies,  by  some,  no 
doubt,  through  ignorance,  but  by  all  with  a  zeai  that  does 
no  honor  to  their  hearts,  should  now  be  traced  to  their 
source  alter  so  long  an  interval,  must  be  gratifying  to 
those  who  have  steadily  defended  the  purity  of  Clarke  in 
this  matter  of  the  charter,  reasoning  fiom  his  exalted 
character  in  all  the  other  relations  of  life.  It  furnishes 
one  more  proof  of  the  lUet,  that  the  general  cliaracter  <>t  a 
man  is  no  unsaib  criterion  ol'  liis  conduct  in  j^artieular 
circumstances,  and  that  the  reputation  which  he  holds  in 
his  own  community  is  a  tolerably  safe  standard  of  his  real 
character.  It  thus,  afifords  a  triumphant  vindication  of 
what  Mr.  Quincy  (pamphlet  on  Grahame,  p.  36)  is  pleased 
to  term  "  a  studied  eulogy  on  the  general  character  of 
Clarke"  in  Mr.  Bancroft's  2d  vol  p.  64,  which  must  be 
grateful  to  tliat  eminent  historian  who,  in  the  face  of  so 
niueh  i)riuted  evidence  on  tlie  other  side,  .has  examined 
our  records  f  ir  liimself,  and  in  this,  as  in  other  disputed 
points,  has  dared  to  do  Rhode  Island  justice. 

The  letter  opens  with  a  striking  acknowledgment  of 
Winthrop's  purity,  for  although  Winthrop  had  had  diflS- 
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culty  with  Clarke,  he  was  so  averse  to  the  writer's  scheme,  chap. 
that  Scot  dared  not  pursue  thiem  until  Winthrop  had  ^Jf^ 
embaiked  for  America.  He  then  gave  an  interest  in  the 
company  to  ^'a  potent  gentleman,"  preferred  charges 
against  Clarke  and  his  principals  as  enemies  to  the  crown, 
with  what  purpose  is  evident,  and,  these  two  points  se- 
cured, he  doubted  not  of  speedy  SUCCESS*  But  to  render 
assurance  doubly  sure,  he  adoj)ts  anotlier  form  of  bribery 
to  apply  to  other  powerlul  personages,  whose  taste  for  cu- 
riosities he  Hiipposod  to  be  greater  than  their  sense  of  right 
or  their  pride  of  character,  and  invests  the  sum  of  sixty 
pounds  Ibr  that  purpose.  The  object  of  all  tbb  nice  cal- 
culation was  twofold  ;  to  hide  his  own  infemy  under  the 
ruiu  of  Clarke,  uiul  tu  obtain  a  letter  fruni  the  King  plac- 
ing the  KarragauBet  country  under  the  juri.sdiction  of  the 
United  Colonies.  No  description  could  be  more  accurate 
in  every  item  than  is  here  given  on  the  29th  April,  of  the 
royal  letter  of  the  21st  June  following. 

Ootraption  moved  apace  to  further  the  plans  of  Boot. 
In  seven  weeks  the  character  of  Clarke  was  branded  with 
infemy  to  remote  posterity,  and  the  Atherton  company 
had  aeconiplished  their  selfish  jmrposes  by  a  baseness  tliat 
cannot  eanily  be  surpassed.  We  have  no  clue  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  paragraph  about  Mr.  Sedgwick.  Possibly  it 
relates  to  some  private  matter,  but  not  unlikely  it  refers 
to  some  other  disbnrsement  in  connection  with  this  nefe- 
rioits  scheme.  A  letter  of  this  stamp  might  well  he  con- 
fined to  the  one  subject  of  its  in&my.  It  concludes  with 
a  doubt  as  to  Winthrop's  agreement  being  satisfactory, 
even  if  Clarke  were  authorized  to  make  it  ;  and  the  last 
word  it  eun tains  implies  the  confidential  nature  of  the 
topic  and  the  free  and  cany  character  of  the  writer.  "  Un- 
ceremoniously indeed  1  A  cooler  stab  at  all  that  an 
honest  and  honorable  man  holds  most  dear,  or  a  clearer 
exposition  of  soccessM  bribeiy  was  never  made  ;  and  bat 
for  the  B(»netimes  dangerous  habit  of  preserving  private 
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CHAP,  papers,  which  Capt.  Hutchinson  poroessed,  ^-c  might  never 
have  known,  in  this  world,  the  Mcret  and  real  hisfeoiy  of 
this  tianaaction. 

The  agreement  between  the  two  a<]^cut8  was  signed  on 

the  7th  April.  Tlmt  Winthrop  had  implicit  confidence 
in  Clarke's  lionor  is  evident  iroin  Lis  embiirking  for  home 
immediately  afterwards,  leaving  Clarke,  unfortunately  for 
the  latter  as  it  proved,  still  in  England.  The  above  let- 
ter was  written  on  the  29th  ApriL  The  King's  letter  to 
the  United  Colonies,  so  accniately  predicted  and  desciibed 
in  that  of  Scot  was  issued  on  the  21st  of  June,  and  the 
charter  of  Bhode  Island  passed  the  seals  on  the  8th  of 
July. 
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CHAPTER  X.  April 

T. 

1675—1671 

FROM  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  PHOIF^  WAR,  JUNE  1696v  TO  THE 
TRIAL  OF  THE  HARRIS  CArHES,  KOYEMBER  1697. 

To  trace  the  causes  of  tlie  most  disastioiiB  conflict  that 
ever  devastated  New  England,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  ^ 
a  rapid  review  of  the  interconrse  between  the  English  and  rasa 
the  Indians  from  the  tame  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims. 

Shortly  bel'oR'  this  uvont,  a  pcstiloncL'  had  wasted  the 
strength  of  the  iiativL'S  of  tliis  ri>i;ion,  and  caustMl  them  to 
become  uu  easy  prey  to  the  martial  spirit  of  the  Narragan- 
sets.    Soon  after  their  landing,  Massnsoit,  Sachem  of  the 
Wampanoags,  a  powerful  tribe  who  had  formerly  ruled  the 
whole  country  east  of  Nanraganset  bay,  and  extending 
north  to  the  territory  of  the  Massachusetts,  but  who  were 
now,  with  their  dependent  tribes,  subject  to  the  conquer-  i  C2 1. 
ors,  made  a  treaty  with  the  Pilu:rims,  wliich  lie  kept  in-  ^JJ*** 
violate  for  il)rty  years  till  the  time  of  his  death.'    He  left 
two  sous,  Wamsutta,  by  the  English  called  Alexander,  and 

>  In  «b6  wintar  of  1661-2,  D»ike*c  Indian*,  B.  8,  ctu  iL   Variow  datM 

from  ICSStolCCO  arc  asdgned  tr^difiercut  authors  us  the  period  of  tho 
death  <>f  Massasoit,  but  thft  ifiUgaiee  of  Drake  eutitlcs  liis  opinion  to  the 

greatest  wt-ight,  and  tlip  reasons  giren  for  it  iti  I*<)ok  2,  <  h.  11 ,  p.  28,  arv  con- 
cluive  that  the  death  of  Massasoit  did  not  occur  till  later  than  Sept.,  1661. 
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CHAP.  Pomctacom  or  Metacomet,  whose  English  nanie  was  Pliilip. ' 

^^^^  The  faith  with  which  ]M;isf^asoit  or  Ousamc(juin,  as  he  was 

1021.  also  called,  maiiitainud  the  treaty  on  his  side,  was  not  so 
well  kept  on  the  other.  He  quietly  submitted  to  repeated 
agp:rc?sioii8  upon  his  land  and  liberties,  and  besides  having 
Bold  large  tracts  of  territoij  at  various  times  to  the  £ng^ 
Ikh,  he  witnessed  the  gradual  withdrawal  of  hk  subject 
tribes  to  a  condition  of  indo])ondence.  The  fatal  alHanoe 
which  had  released  him  fmin  his  recent  suhjectiun  to  the 
Narragansets,  was  destined  to  i)laee  a  severer  yoke  upon 
his  own  neck,  to  weaken,  instead  of  strengtlicning,  his  in- 
fluence over  the  subordinate  tribes,  and  finally  to  effect  the 
extermination  of  his  race.  He  bad  several  residences,  the 
principal  of  which,  in  the  town  of  Bristol,  was  called  So- 
warns  by  the  Wampanoags,  and  Pokanoket  hj  the  Nana- 
gansets,  and  by  the  English  Mount  Hope.  The  decay  of 
the  nation,  and  the  ])r(i])()rliunate  increase  of  the  Englisb, 
made  a  deep  impressifu  uj)on  the  minds  of  the  two  ^(  us 
of  J^Iassasoit.    Wamsutta,  the  elder,  succeeded  his  tather, 

1662:  hut  survived  him  only  a  few  months.  The  manner  of  his 
death  added  to  the  sting  which  the  accumulated  wrongs 
of  forty  years  had  planted  in  the  hearts  of  Philip  and  his 
councillors. 

We  have  seen  that  Massasoit  claimed  portions  of  the 

land  of  Pruvidence,  west  of  Seeconk  river,  and  that  Wil- 
hams  and  others  had  satisfied  his  claims,  althoncrh  the 
Narraganset  supremacy  was  undoubted,  and  their  bachms 

'  The  Indiaiu  often  changed  their  names.  Wamsatta  was  firat  oaUed 
Mmmbhii,  and  later  Wanuntta  or  Sepanqnet^  both  of  which  latter  namea  are 
•igned,  together  with  hli  Eqgliah  name,  tt»  the  deed  of  Maroh,  1661-2,  to 

Provide- nee  men.  Any  great  event  in  life  seems  to  have  given  ocea^inn  to 
these  changes  ;  us  Mas«asoit,  upon  commencing  his  war  ftgainst  tlio  Narragan- 
sets in  1632,  tovk  thu  mime  of  OutrnmequiD,  by  which  ho  was  afterwaid)} 
more  generally  known.  This  custom  complicates  tho  difEcnIties  of  IndiaB 
hoMUxrj  veiy  mveh.  The  Engliih  nameB  of  Alexander  and  PhSip  were  be- 
stowed <»  the  two  yomig  sadiems  at  Plymonth  Court  aboat  1656,  tMutOf^ 
Halber  sa^  it  was  not  till  1GG2  when  tho  two  sachems  catne  to  Plymoulli. 
Morton's  Memorial,  286-7,  and  Drake,  Book  8,  p.  6. 
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had  conveyed  a  clear  title  to  tlic  original  purchasers.'  chap. 
There  is  reason  for  more  than  suspicion  that  these  claims 
were  instigated  by  onr  neighbors,  in  their  desiie  to  possess 
themselyeB  of  an  outlet  to  Narraganset  bay,  and  that  they 
wete  not  well  pleased  with  their  fiuthftil  ally  that  he  should 
consent  to  release  his  pretended  right  to  tliose  who  already 
held  it  from  his  sni>eiiui*s.  Wamsutta  was  asf^ociated 
with  his  father  in  the  government  for  some  years  before  the 
death  of  Massasoit,  and  jdned  with  him  in  conveying  lands 
to  Plymouth.*  Upon  the  death. of  his  &ther  he  became 
the  chief  Sachem,  and  conveyed  to  the  town  of  Providence 
some  land  on  the  west  of  Seeconck  river,  which  had  been 
claimed  by  Massasoit  as  belonging  to  the  Wampanoags.^ 
This  aet  was  never  specifically  charged  against  liiiu  as  the 
cause  (if  tlie  harsli  treatment  which  ho  received  under  pre- 
tence of  his  plotting  against  the  English,  and  wliich  re- 
sulted in  his  death  ;  but  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of  the 
truth  of  those  chaiges,  and  in  view  of  the  murder  of  Mian- 
tittomi,  a  few  years  before,  whose  greatest  crime  was  his 
kindness  to  Gorton,  and  his  having  sold  Shawomet  to  the 
"  arch-heretic/' we  are  inelined  to  think  that  tliis  deed  of 
'sale  was  om;  eaiise  of  the  prejudice  against  liim.  He  had 
strengthened  his  pubition  by  marriage  with  Weetanio, 
squaw  sachem  of  the  Pocassets,  who  inhabited  what  is  now 
Tiverton.  This  was  a  step  towards  restoring  the  ancient 
unity  of  the  tribes,  which  was  still  further  effected  at  a 
later  day,  by  the  marriage  of  Metacomet  with  the  sister 
of  Weetamo. 

It  was  soon  after  the  Bale  to  Providence  that  "some 
of  Boston,  luiviii^  i)een  occnBionally  at  Narraganset,  wrote 
to  Mr.  Prince,  who  was  then  Governor  of  Plymouth,  that 
Alesumder  was  contriving  mischief  against  the  English, 

1  This  aBti«(actIoii  ooeomd  Sept.  lOtfa,  1846.  See  cli.  ir.  ante. 

«  Mfoch  Siti,  1668,  tbese  two  aaehema  joined  in  the  sale  of  »  hrgt  tract 
incIodUi^  Fapaiqaflsb  neck.    Drake,  Book  2,  p.  27-8. 

>  The  deed  U  dated  12th  March,  1661-2,  and  ia  given  in  Staplers  Annais, 
^674. 
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CHAP,  and  that  he  had  solicited  the  Narragansets  to  enirage  with 
him  in  his  designed  rebellion/' '    We  know  that  some 

1662.  of  Boston"  were  at  this  time  anxious  to  gain  possession 
of  Karraganset,  and  also  that  the  Wampanoags  daimed 
a  portion  of  that  coixntiy,  and  had  long  had  a  fend  with 
Pumluim  aljout  tlie  laiids  of  Shawomft.'  Tlicsc  rumors 
furnished  RulHciciit  c^roiimls  for  the  aiTest  of  Wamsutta 
upon  the  charge  of  conspiracv.  Uapt.  Willet,  who  resided 
near  Mount  Hope,  was  sent  to  re  q[uire  his  presence  at  the 
next  Court  at  Plymouth.  He  did  not  appear,  but,  it  was 
said,  continued  his  intercourse  with  the  Narragansets. 
Upon  this,  Governor  Prince  despatched  Major  Josiah 
Winslow,  afterwards  governor,  with  a  small  force,  to  seuie 
Alcxandi  r  and  bring  liim  to  riMuouth.  Winslow  found 
him  at  ono  of  his  hunting  st^itions,  a  ibw  miles  distant,  and 
captured  him  without  resistance,  although  the  anger  of  the 
Sachem  at  this  interference  obliged  tlic  Major  to  adopt  the 
same  resolute  means  resorted  to  by  Atherton  in  his  visit 
to  Feasicus  twelve  years  before,  and  to  present  a  pistol  at 
his  breast.  The  Sachem  yielded,  and  with  his  whole  train 
of  warriors  and  women,  some  eighty  in  number,  who  were 
allowed  to  accompauy  him,  was  carried  a  prisoner  towurdy 
riymoutli,  aiid  stop]»ed  at  \\'ins]o\v"s  liouse  in  Marshfield. 
Here  the  haughty  chieftain,  uiuh  r  the  combined  effects  of 
rage,  fatigue  and  heat,  was  taken  ill.  The  day  was  very 
hot,  and  although  Winslow  ofiered  his  horse  to  the  Sachem, 
it  was  gallantly  declined,  because  there  were  none  for  his 
squaw  or  the  other  women  to  ride.  On  accouAt  of  his 
sickness,  his  attendants  entreated  that  he  might  be  sent 
home.  This  was  granted  upon  Inn  ]»runii^^o  to  appear  at 
the  next  Court,  and  moanwliile  to  send  his  s(.n  im  a  host- 
age. But  his  deatli  ensued  almost  immediately.  Ilub- 
bard  says  he    died  belbre  he  got  half  way  home,'' ' 

*  Incroue  Matbei^s  Relation,  p.  70. 

*  Prerident  R  Williims*  I«tter  to  Mtkaa.,  Hay,  1656,   Knowlas,  3^ 

'  Huhbnnl'f*  Xarrfilivo,  London,  1677,  p.  10.    Mather's  Kelutiou,  p.  70-1 
See  aUo  Davis'a  Morton,  287-9,  note,  and  Drake's  Indiana,  Book  8,  p.  6-9, 
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Thus  ended  the  brief  and  bitter  leign  of  Wamsutta,  chap, 
the  eldest  son  and  saccessor  of  the  earliest  and  finnest 
friend  of  the  Pilgrims.    Dr.  Mather,  in  the  passage  before  1662. 
cited,  accnses  Alexander  of  not  being    so  faithful  and 

friendly  to  the  Kiij^lish  as  his  father  Lad  Ijceu/'  Forty 
years  had  chanc^'d  the  coiulili'»ii  of  the  tribe.  They  were 
no  longer  in  fear  of  the  Narragansets,  from  whose  power 
okl  Massasoit  had  sought  refuge  in  a  friendly  alliance  with 
the  white  man.  Yet  during  his  own  life,  he  had  more  than 
once  been  called  on  to  explain  his  conduct.  Their  jealousy 
of  the  natives  was  natural  in  view  of  the  inunense  dispar- 
ity of  nnmbeis  between  them  ;  but  had  thmr  care  in  pre- 
scrviug  the  terms  of  treaties  been  as  great  as  was  that  of 
their  8ava<Te  allies  ;  liad  tliere  been  less  of  the  old  theo- 
cratic Bpirit  of  dominion,  **  the  saints  shall  judge  the  wurld  " 
— *  we  are  the  saints,'  and  more  of  the  religion  they  pro- 
fessed, in  their  dealings  with  the  red  man  ;  had  there  been 
.the  same  strict  regard  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  their 
agreements  that  was  shown  upon  the  other  side ;  or  had 
the  temper  of  the  foimders  of  Rhode  Island,  in  their  inter- 
ermrse  with  the  aljurii;incs,  been  displayed  by  the  other  eol- 
onieri,  there  wuuld  have  been  less  dee.'isioii,  perhaps  none  at 
aU,  for  the  alarms  that  so  often  distracted  New  England, 
and  the  hope  of  the  old  Canonicus  would  have  been  real- 
ized, that  liie  English  and  my  posterity  shall  Uve  in  love 
and  peace  together."  The  jealousy  with  which  the  Puri- 
tan colonies  regarded  the  powerM  Sachems  around  them, 
was  signally  displayed  towards  those  who  showed  kindness 
to  any  whom  they  had  placed  under  the  ban  of  pro  scrip- 
tit  m.  The  stvle  ol'  tlieir  necrotiations  with  Canonieiis,  tlie 
clericu-judicial  murder  of  Miantinorai,  the  savage  treatment 
of  Pessicus,  and  now  the  unfeeling  harshness  that  hastened 
the  death  of  Wamsutta,  are  examples  of  this,  which  it  is 
in  vain  that  the  Puritan  writers  attempt  to  justify  or  ex- 
plain. That  Major  Winslow  conducted  himself  with  cour- 
tesy towards  his  royal  captive,  or  that  the  best  medical  at- 
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CHAP   tendance  and  careful  Tinrsing  was  obtained  for  him  in  bis 
illness,  does  not  palliate  the  manner  of  his  anest,  or  miti.- 

16  62.  gate  the  ineult  offered  to  a  aoTereign  prince  upon  his na- 
tive  soil.  Nor  did  the  peculiar  allies  of  the  Prnttans  es- 
cape the  ftequent  evidence  of  their  displeasnre.  Uncas, 
their  williu*^  tool,  Pumhani,  tlioir  al)je(;t  sLive,  and  even 
old  Massasoit  their  most  faithful  friend,  were  often  railed 
liclbrc  their  severe  tribunals,  to  answer  for  suspected  trea- 
son or  alleged  misconduct.  One  cardinal  error  prevailed 
in  ail  their  treatment  of  the  Indians.  They  regarded  tiie 
Bnbmisflion  of  the  tribes  to  the  British  crown,  always  cheer> 
fully  and  often  voluntarily  made,  as  being  an  act  of  sub- 
jection to  themselves.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from  the 
intention  of  the^e  haughty  Sachems.  Repeatedly  they 
asserted  that  they  were  the  allies,  not  the  subjects,  of  the 
colonists ;  but  the  latter^  taking  the  servility  of  Pum- 
ham^  himself  a  renegade^  as  the  type  of  the  conduct  they 
desired  from  aU,  insisted  upon  a  like  submiseion  from  hk 
superiors,  and  when  this  was  denied,  they  construed  the  ai* 
titude  of  equality  into  an  act  of  hostility,  and  busied  them- 
selves in  conjecturing  pluts  where  nuiu'  existed.  This  was 
a  certain  method  of  producing  the  result  they  so  muck 
dreaded.  What  was  only  suspected  in  regard  to  Warn- 
sutta  was  clearly  proved,  a  dozen  years  later,  in  the  case 
of  Metacomet.. 

The  treatment  of  Alexander  was  openly  condemned, 
even  among  the  Puritans,  for  its  harshness  and  impoUcy, 
alth()ut]^h  their  own  conduct  towards  Miaul iiiDiui  had  been 
if  possible,  yet  more  unjustifiable.  Upon  the  savages,  it 
produced  a  deep  and  lasting  influence.  They  did  not  hes- 
itate to  charge  the  Englisli  with  having  poisoned  their 
victim.  FaUo  as  this  accusation  was,  it  was  lees  unjust 
than  the  act  upon  which  it  was  grounded.  Weetamo,  the 
widow,  although  she  subsequently  soothed  her  sorrows  by 
a  second  marriage  witliaii  indiaii  of  lower  rank,  never  for- 
gave the  death  of  her  royal  husband,  but  secretly  nursed 
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her  feeliii*^H  ui  revenge,  and  prave  currencj  among  the  chap. 
tribes  to  the  story  of  English  perliJy.  — 

Metacomet,  or  King  Philip  as  he  was  now  called,  sue-  i  6  «  2. 
ceeded  his  biodier  as  chief  Sachem  of  the  Wampanoags. 
Being  wit  lor  by  the  Court  at  Fly  moath,  he  appeared  and 
renewed  the  treaty  of  amity  with  the  English.  He  was  a 
prince  as  politic  in  counsel,  as  he  was  imdauntcd  in  war, 
and  he  was  a  man  too  high-spirited  tamely  to  submit  to 
private  injuries  or  public  wrongs,  without  seeking  the 
means  of  redress.  His  designs  required  concealment  until 
they  could  ripen,  into  a  geneial  union  of  all  the  tribes 
against  the  English.  There  were  local  jealousies  to  ap- 
pease, and  ancient  rivalries  to  adjust,  for  which  time  and 
diplomacy  were  requisite.  Meanwhile  he  preserved,  in  a 
measure,  the  same  friendly  aspect  to  the  culitui.sts  tliul  his 
father  liad  done  ;  and  oven  after  the  demonstrations  that 
had  led  to  the  ^st  disarmiog  of  the  Indians,  and  to  the  1667. 
subsequent  alarms  in  Plymouth,  he  £reely  made  a  treaty, 
confessing  his  fitnlt,  and  agreeing  to  surrender  all  his  guns, 
to  be  kept  by  the  English  so  long  as  they  saw  fit.  But  10. 
seventy  of  them  were  given  up.  Strange  Indians  contin- 
ued to  resort  to  Mount  Hope.  Tlie  Court  of  Plymouth 
again  sent  for  Philip  to  require  his  presence,  lie,  with 
his  counsellors,  chanced  to  be  in  Boston  when  news  of  this 
order  was  rcceiyed  there,  and  so  favorably  did  he  state  his 
case  that  the  goTemment  of  Massachusetts  suggested  to 
Plymouth,  that  instead  cf  commencing  hostilities  as  threat- 
ened, that  colony  should  refer  the  dispute  to  the  arbitral 
tion  of  the  other  colonics.    Wheu  tiio  mediators  met  at  Sept. 

Oil 

Plymouth,  Philip  sit^'ned  an  aLi;roement  to  pay  one  hundred 
pounds  within  three  years,  and  tive  wolves'  heads  annually 
to  that  colony,  to  refer  to  them  all  disputes  between  his 
tribe  and  the  English,  and  neither  to  sell  lands  nor  to  make 
war  without  their  consent.  This  was  a  forced  arrange- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Sachem,  made  under  the  alter- 
native oi  war  for  which  he  was  not  yet  prepared.    That  he 
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OHAl'.  considered  it,  is  evident  from  liis  remarkable  reply  to  Mr. 
^^.^^  Joliu  i)ordcii  of  lilinde  Island,  au  iutiiuate  I'rieiul  of  riiiiij), 
1G7  4.  uliu,  wLl'Ii  the  war  was  about  to  commence,  attcni2>ted  to 
difisuade  liim  trom  it  by  urging  tho  reciprocal  beneiits  that 
would  result  from  peace.  The  English  who  came  first 
to  this  oountiy  were  but  an  handful  of  people,  fodoni, 
poor,  and  disttessed.  My  &ther  was  then  Sachem.  He 
relieved  their  distresses  in  the  most  kind  and  hospitable 
uiaiuier.  He  c^avo  tlu'iu  laud  to  build  and  plant  upon. 
He  did  all  in  his  ]>owi  r  to  .serve  them.  Others  of  their 
own  countrymen  came  and  joined  them.  Their  numbers 
rapidly  increased.  My  father's  counsellors  l>ecame  uneasy 
and  alarmed  lest,  as  they  were  possessed  of  fircami^,  which 
was  not  the  case  with  the  Indians^  they  should  finally  un- 
dertake to  give  law  to  the  Indians,  and  take  from  them 
their  country.  They  tberefore  advised  him  to  destroy 
them  before  they  should  become  too  strong,  and  it  should 
be  too  late.  ^ly  father  was  also  the  father  of  the  English. 
He  represented  to  his  counsellors  and  warriors  that  the 
English  knew  many  sciences  which  the  Indians  did  not ; 
that  they  improved  and  cultivated  the  earth,  and  raised 
cattle  and  fruits,  and  that  there  was  sufficient  room  in  the 
conutiy  for  both  the  English  and  the  Indians.  His  advice 
prevailed.  It  was  concluded  to  give  victuals  to  the  Eng- 
lish. They  tiourisheil  and  increased.  Kxperienee  taught 
that  the  advice  of  my  I'aiher's  counsellors  was  right.  By 
various  means  they  got  possessed  ol"  a  irrc  at  part  of  Ids  ter- 
ritory. But  he  still  remained  their  friend  till  he  died. 
My  elder  brother  became  iSachem.  They  pretended  to 
suspect  him  of  evil  designs  against  them.  He  was  seissed 
and  confined,  and  thereby  ihiown  into  sickness  and  died. 
Soon  after  1  became  Sachem  they  disarmed  all  my  })enple. 
Thty  tried  my  people  by  their  own  laws,  and  assessed  dam- 
ages against  them  which  they  could  not  jiay.  Their  land 
was  taken.  At  length  a  line  of  division  was  agreed  uj^K»n 
between  the  English  and  my  people,  and  I  myself  was  to 
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be  responsible.  Huinctimes  the  cuttle  of  tlie  English  chai*. 
would  come  into  the  cornfields  of  my  people,  for  thejr  did 
not  make  fences  like  the  English.  I  must  then  be  seized  1674. 
and  confined  till  I  sold  another  tract  of  my  conntiy  for 
satis&ction  of  all  damages  and  coBts.  Thus  tract  after 
tract  is  gone.  But  a  small  part  of  the  dominion  of  my 
ancestors  remains,  i  uni  determined  not  to  live  till  I  have 
no  country."  *  This  is  the  preauihle  to  a  declaration  of 
war,  more  Htriking  from  its  origin,  and  more  true  in  its 
statements,  than  any  with  which  we  are  acquainted.  It  is 
the  moumfol  summaiy  of  accumulated  wrongs  that  cry 
aloud  for  battle,  not  for  revenge  alone,  but  for  the  very  ex- 
istence of  the  oppresfied.  It  is  the  sad  note  of  preparation, 
sounded  by  a  royal  leader,  that  sunmions  to  their  last  con- 
flict the  aljorio^nal  lords  of  New  England.  It  is  the  death 
song  of  MctacoMiet,  chnnted  on  tlie  site  of  his  ancestral 
home,  hefure  plunging  into  the  iatal  strife  that  was  to  end 
only  with  his  life,  and  to  seal  for  ever  the  ibrtunes  of  his 
race. 

The  fact  that  the  war  broke  oat  before  the  conspiracy 
was  complete,  has  caused  some  historians  to  doubt  whether 
there  was  really  any  concerted  design  among  the  Indians  ; 

but  the  evidence  of  Col.  Chuicli,  in  his  interviews  with 
Awashonks  and  Wt  etanio,  queens  of  Seaeonnet  and  Po- 
cassct,  appears  conclusive  of  Thilip's  intrigues  in  tliat 
direction,  while  other  cotemporary  writei-s  adduce  the  testi- 
mony of  captives,  taken  at  Had  ley  and  else\xhere,  to  show 
that  the  plot  embraced  the  remoter  Indians  of  the  Con- 
necticut Biver,  as  well  as  the  powerful  tribe  of  the  Nana- 
gansets.  An  event  that  precipitated  the  war  probably 
averted  the  inter  destruction  of  .the  English,  by  disti*acting 
the  yet  iiK'nmplete  alliance  of  the  Indians.  Sausaman, 
one  of  Mr.  Elliot's  praying  Indians,"  a  man  of  unstable 
mind,  after  being  educated  at  the  college,  and  employed 
as  a  teacher  at  Katick,  returned  to  savage  liie,  and  re- 

'  Foster  pi4>«r«,  MSS.,  vol.  ix.  last  |>age. 
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CHAP,  mainod  for  many  years  with  Philip  as  his  secretary  aod 
chief  counsellor.    The  persuasions  of  Elliot  induced  him 

16  74.  to  abandon  Philip,  and  resuming  civilized  habits,  he  be» 
came  a  preacher.   Being  thrown  in  company  with  some 

Jon^  of  his  old  companions,  he  discovered  the  plot  that  waa 
"  ^  forming  against  the  Englisk  This  he  made  known  to 
Governor  Leveret,  lie  was  soon  afterwards  murdered,  as 
a  hetrayer  of  his  tribe.  Three  Indians  who  committed 
the  deed  were  seized  and  executed  at  Plymouth.  PhiUp 
expected  his  own  arrest  as  the  instigator  of  the  crime. 
Enraged  at  his  subjects  being  thus  tried  English  laws 
for  fulfilling  his  commands,  in  executing  the  vengeance 
denounced  by  Indian  custom  against  aU  traitors — that 
they  should  siifler  death,  and  determined  not  to  submit 
to  the  indignity  of  personal  violence,  Pliiliji  mustered  his 
warriors  and  commenced  to  scour  the  country  in  all  direc- 
tions. His  forces  rapidly  increased  by  accessions  from  the 
neighboring  tribes,  and  at  length  the  border  town  of  Swan- 
^*  zey  received  the  first  blow  in  this  sanguinary  war.  HouSH 
24  were  robbed  and  cattle  killed.  Four  days  later  the  nuw^ 
sacre  commenced.  Nine  of  the  inliahitants  were  shiin  and 
seven  wmiii<led.    The  troops  of  Plymontli  marched  at  once 

28.  to  the  dclencc  of  Swanzey.  Forces  were  also  des[»atched 
fix)m  Boston,  who  attacked  the  Indians  and  drove  them  to 

29.  a  swamp.  The  next  day  other  troops  arrived,  the  whole 
were  placed  under  the  command  o|^^^|^  Savage,  and 
marched  into  the  Indian  country  to^^i^tip  the  head 
quarters  of  Philip  at  Mount  Hope.  The  savat^cs  tied  be- 
fore them  leaving  tlie  traces  of  their  retreat  in  burning 
buildings,  and  the  heads  and  hands  of  slaughtered  English 
stuck  Up'>n  poles  by  the  wayside,  but  not  an  Indian  could 
be  seen.  The  wigwams  were  found  deserted,  with  evident 
marks  of  haste.  A  few  prowling  dogs  were  the  only  ves- 
tiges of  life  that  remained.  A  fort  was  thrown  up  at 
Mount  Hope,  much  against  the  advice  uf  Cliurcli,  and  a 
small  garrison  left  to  guard  it.    The  enemy  had  crossed 
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over  to  Pocaaset  where  it  was  now  proposed  by  Mr.,  after-  cbap. 
waida  Cobnel,  Church  to  follow  them.*  With  a  small  ^^^^ 
band  of  volunteers,  he  readily  attempted  the  daring  exploit.  1  •TS. 

Having,  previous  to  the  war,  negotiated  with  tlie  Hfjiiaw 
sachems  of  the  two  tribes  in  that  vicinity,  he  hope(^i,  on 
this  account,  to  withdraw  their  men  from  \]w  alliance  with 
Philip*  Orosfliiig  over  to  Bhode  Island,  he  there  found 
boats  to  transport  him  the  next  night  to  Pocasset,  where 
the  partj  laid  in  ambush  for  the  Indians,  but  in  vain. 
The  next  day  they  followed  the  trail  soutli,  to  a  point  near  7^ 
Foglaiul  ferry,  wliere  they  were  attacked  by  a  greatly  su- 
perior force.  Tlie  skirmish  continued  for  six  hours  till  the 
English  ammunition  was  nearly  spent,  when  a  sloop  from 
Rhode  Island  came  down  and  reUeved  them  from  their  per- 
ilous condition.  They  returned  to  the  garrison  at  Mount 
Hope. 

It  was  of  vital  importance  to  prevent  an  offensive  al- 
liance between  riuiip  and  the  Narragansets,  forit  was  said 
that  the  latter  had  pruuiised  to  juin  him  in  the  spring  with 
four  thousand  wamors.   Commissioners  were  sent  to  treat 


'  There  wen  many  ni«n  whn  ^stinguiahad  thcoiMlTOs  by  their  courage 

and  address  in  th<-  c  (utrsc  of  thi.^  war,  but  none  more  ap  than  Col.  Betgamin 
Church,  lie  was  the  first  EngUiih  Kttler  at  Scacouuet,  now  Little  Com[>to!i, 
t'ir  n  filled  with  Tndinns,  and  was  just  commencinjr  hi?  plantation  when  the 
^'.•^^r  broke  ont.  H*-  thoroit;jfhly  nmlerstnod  the  IikHhii  chnr.LCtcr,  and  tli- ir 
partliau  mode  of  ^'.ur;  tn-.  wliich  luttcr  he  udupt«tl  with  great  success  in  the 
subsequent  strn^PSflBp^  conquer  were  oooducted  with  more  hnmanily 
tiuw  vaa  displayed  ^^fny  of  hie  oolleaguca^  while  bit  oonrage  and  militaty 
eUU  were  oonipicQOiia.  He  was  to  Bhode  Idaad  what  Ides  Standish  had 
baa&  to  the  first  generation  of  Plymouth  cohmist^a  buckler  and  shield  in 
the  hour  of  danger;  but  he  had  far  more  ezpeiienoe  in  military  afiuirs  than 
fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Pilgrim  captain.  It  wn<<  dpstin.  -l  for  him  to  strike  the 
fir*t  and  the  last  decisive  h\o\v<,  hi  riulifi's  war,  by  which  he  is  now  best 
kiiowu  to  fanio.  So  groat  wus  tlie  reputation  ho  gained,  that  he  was  after- 
wimls  constantly  called  to  the  field  to  repel  the  French  and  Indians  at  the 
north  and  east.  He  served  In  no  less  than  five  ezpeiUtionB  against  Canada 
and  Maine,  as  commander-in-ehief  of  the  oolootal  Aroes  sent  ont  by  the  royal 
GovetiMrs  of  New  Kngjand.  The  first  tfme  wae  at  the  reqnest  of  Sir  Ed- 
round  Andrea,  in  1689 ;  again  in  1690  hj  Huiokley ;  then  in  1693  he  was 
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CBXP.  with  them,  and  the  MassachuBetts  troops  marched  into 
their  coantry  to  enforce  the  terms  that  might  be  dictated. 
Jul'/  "^^^y  ^ovi^d  the  villages  in  Pumham's  district  deserted. 

He  had  shaken  off  his  English  shackles,  and  joined  with  his 
coiintryiiKMi  a<;ainst  the  comTiion  toe.  Some  days  were 
spent  iu  negotiating  with  the  sachems  hefore  the  articles 
lis.  of  agreement  were  concluded.  These  required  the  sur- 
render of  any  of  Philip's  subjects  who  might  come  in  their 
power^  stipulated  rewards  for  such  surrender,  declared  war 
against  him,  agreed  that  stolen  goods  should  be  restmd, 
confiniied  all  fonner  grants  of  land  and  agreements  made 
with  the  United  Colonies,  pledged  perpetual  peace,  and 
granted  hostages  for  the  fnll  performance  of  all  the  arti- 
cles. It  was  a  forced  affair  throughout,  calculated  to  irri- 
tate rather  than  to  appease  the  Narragansets,  and  justly 
regarded  by  them  as  no  longer  binding  when  the  restraint 
that  compelled  it  was  removed. 

Meanwhile  the  war  raged  with  great  fiiry.  In  all  di- 
rectiouB  the  manpcled  corpHcs  and  Ininiini^  towns  of  the 
English  bespoke  the  relentless  wrath  and  e^ajjeiebs  ac- 

commissiQiied  by  Sir  WUll«m  Pblppa ;  next  in  1694,  hy  StBoi^ton,  and  final- 
ly in  tlic  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age  he  WM  Ulged  by  Gov.  Dii  lli  y  in  1704,  In 
COininand  the  (otcva  tur  the  fifth  time  sent  ont  against  the  French,  and  ae- 
rppti-il.  That  nn  litilliant  act^  w**ro  performed  in  th^.se  expodition"*.  cftlif^r  by 
i\w  Kii-li-li  tl.  <  t  (/r  the  New  Engiand  foroe"  i«  t'>  \><.-  ascribed  to  tlie  nature  of 
the  ctjuutry.  Operations?  were  mostly  coiuhicted  on  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
Nova  Scotia,  a  vast  wilderness,  vfheie  security  to  the  enemy  was  certain  and 
imnait  was  vain.  Cot  Churcli  died  Janoaiy  17tb,  1717-lS,  in  bis  S6v«&t7> 
eighth  year.  The  history  of  bis  wars  was  written  by  his  son  Hiomas  before 
his  fatbrr*a  death,  and  a  Latin  ode  by  his  grandson,  at  the  clo.^c  of  the  me- 
moir, attests  the  scholarship  of  Ms  di  -f  i  ndntits.  Some  branches  of  t!te  faoi* 
ily  hnve  settled  in  d iff  rent  parts  of  the  State,  or  moved  elsewhert\  Imi  many 
of  the  direct  desriMwhuits  of  t!ie  old  horo  still  reside  in  IJttle  roin[>ton,  where 
they  preserve  the  position  and  the  i)atriuioiii«l  estates  inherit<.^d  rjx»m  their  il- 
lustrious ancestor.  Gov.  Wiuslow  in  his  letter  to  the  Bong,  June  2Qth^  1677, 
Oficoiupanying  presents  of  the  sfwils  of  Philip,  "being  his  Crowne,  his  Gorge 
and  two  Belts  of  their  own  making  of  their  gonlde  and  rflver  taken  from  hia 
by  Capt  Benjamin  Ghnrob,**  speaks  of  Chnrch  as  "  :i  ]  i  of  great  loyalty, 
and  the  mo.st  successful  of  onr  commanders.^  The  ortgiual  letter  is  in  the 
British  State  Paper  Office.  New  England  papers,  voL  iii.  p»  16. 
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ttTitj  cf  the  omnipresent  fee.  We  cannot  follov  these  chap. 
bloody  chronicles  in  all  their  detailB  of  destmction,  bat  <.^v^ 

must  pass  rapidly  over  the  field,  touching  only  upon  the  ^jl^' 
promine  nt  points  of  the  war,  or  on  those  which  had  a  spe- 
cial reference  to  this  colony,  iihode  Island  was  not  a 
member  of  tlie  New  England  confederacy,  and  therefore 
not  lx)und  to  take  part  in  hostilities  provoked  hy  the  other 
colonies.  She  disappiOTed  of  the  war,  which,  fzom  her 
exposed  sitaation,  threatened  her  veiy  existence.  The 
goTemment  too  was  in'  the  hands  of  the  Quakers,  yet  she 
did  what  she  could ^  iu  an  uiiofticial  way,  to  aid  the  Englisli 
with  provisions  and  volunteers,  and  to  protect  lierself. 
Her  inaction  was  perhaps  the  reason  why  she  suffered  less 
than  her  neighbors  at  the  begmning,  but  the  case  was 
changed  when  her  own  territory  became  the  battle-gronnd.* 
Upon  the  return  of  the  troops  to  Taunton,  they  found  17 
that  Philip  had  fortified  himself  in  a  swamp  at  Focasset. 
Joining  with  the  Plymouth  forces,  the  army  marclied  to 
the  attack,  and  were  repul^^cd  with  some  loss.  It  was  an  IS. 
unfortunate  affair,  for  it  strengthened  the  firm  and  con- 
firmed the  wavering  natives,  and  thus  completed  a  gen- 
eral rising  in  behalf  of  Philip.  He  withdrew  from  the 
swamp,  effected  a  skilfiil  manoeuyre  in  the  passage  of 
Taunton  river,  accompanied  by  Weetamo  who  was  oyer  at 
his  side,  and  hastened  to  join  the  Nipmucks,  who  had  al- 
ready taken  anus  au:ainst  the  English.  Pl}Tnouth  was  thus 
for  awhile  relieved,  and  the  burden  of  tlio  war  transferred 
to  Massachusetts.  Brookfield  was  burnt,  and  Captain  Aug, 
Hutchinson  with  twenty  mounted  men  was  defeated  with  ^ 
the  loss  of  half  his  troop,  and  himself  mortally  wounded. 
The  Connecticat  river  bidians  were  folly  enlisted  in  the 

'  Hobbard,  in  the  table  of  tuwnllv  mt  the  end  of  liia  narratire,  says  that 
•il^Ueen  bmiaet  im  bunt  at  Pravidenoe,  June  28th,  1675,  and  Chat  on  2Sth 
Manh  following,  fiflj-Cbw  honaea  yrvce  time  dastroyed.  Tbe  latter  atatament 
va  oao  ibid  no  terificataon  of  ^a  Sotmsr,  which  ii  probaUy  an 

onw. 
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CiiAi .  war,  and  committed  fearftil  ravages  upon  the  defenceless 
^^^^^  towns.    Hatfield,  Hadlcy,  Decrfield,  and  Xorthfield  were 
10  7  6.  successively  attacked,  many  of  the  inhabitants  slain,  and 
the  houses  destroyed.    These  devoted  villages  were  des- 
fcined  to  feel  still  further  the  horrors  of  savage  waifiue. 
The  oommiBBioiien  of  the  United  OoloDieSy  whose  muon, 
at  one  time  almost  abandoned,  had  of  late  been  lemed, 
9.     reviewed  the  causes  of  the  war,  gave  it  their  official  ap- 
proval, and  adopted  the  expenses  of  conducting:  it  as  a 
just  charge  to  be  paid  proportionably  by  the  confederates. 
12.         The  slaughter  of  Capt.  Beers,  with  a  troop  of  twenty 
men  near  Kortbfield^  was  followed  by  the  defeat  of  Capt 
Lathiop  with  a  corps  of  yonng  men^  "  the  flower  of  the 
county  of  Essex/'  who  were  attacked  by  a  force  of  se^en 
or  eight  hundred  Indians,  near  Hadley,  and  almost  the 
whole  party,  including  their  leader,  were  cut  oil'.  This 

18,  •  was  the  greatest  loss  tlie  country  had  yet  sustained. 

Nearly  one  hundred  of  the  best  troo])s  of  Massachusetts 
fell  in  this  unequal  figltt  The  English  had  not  yet  be- 
come accustomed  to  the  Indian  mode  of  warfare.  Their 
small  detachments  could  stand  no  chance  against  the 
lurking  savage,  in  the  deep  forests  and  dense  swamps  of 
the  country.  The  commissionei-s  now  ordered  an  aiiuv 
of  one  thousand  men  to  be  raised,  one-half  to  be  heavy 
dragoons.  Sj^ringfield  was  the  next  object  of  attack. 
Near  this  town  the  Indians  had  a  fort,  into  which  some 
three  hundred  of  Philip's  warriors  were  received  the  night 
before  the  assault  was  made.  The  town  was  partly 
5.  humed,  when  the  arrival  of  Major  Treat  with  a  body  of 
Connecticut  troops  saved  the  inhabitants  from  a  general 
massacre  by  dispersing  the  assailants.  For  his  gallantry 
on  this  and  other  occasions,  Major  Treat  was  oflered  the 
command  of  all  the  Connecticut  troops,  by  the  Assembly 
of  that  cobny.  A  second  attack  was  made  upon  Hat- 
field, where  there  was  now  a  garrison,  by  a  body  of  eight 

19.  hundred  Indians,  who  surrounded  the  town.   It  was  a  fo* 
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rious  but  iinsucceBsful  assault.  Major  Treat  witli  his  ciur. 
field  {\'YrQ,  and  tlif?  neif^hborin<]f  garrisons,  coming  to  the 
relief  ot*  the  besieged,  the  Indians  were  repulsed  with  i  7  5. 
great  loss,  and  became  bo  cliflConrap:cd  that  the  greater 
part  retired  to  Namganset^  and  MasaachuflettB,  in  her 
turn,  was  for  a  time  reliered  from  peril,  except  only  from 
the  small  marauding  hands  that  lingered  within  her  hor- 
ders. 

The  General  Assumbly  of  Ffchude  Island,  acting  upon  27. 
the  jH'tifioa  of  Cajtt.  Crausion,  refL-rred  the  defeTiee  of  tlie 
colony  to  the  councils  of  war  cstal)lished  in  the  several 
towns,  whose  decisions  were  to  he  absolute.  The  Narra-  ^ 
gansets  gave  a  cordial  reception  to  the  hostile  Indians, 
in  violation  of  the  compulsoiy  treaty  of  Jufy,  and  were 
more  than  suspected  of  having  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  recent  battles,  for  some  of  their  young  men  had  re- 
turiK.'d  home  wounded.  The  United  Colonies  resolved  to  ,  12. 
send  an  army  of  a  thoufsand  men  to  attack  them  iu  their 
winter-  quarters,  and  thus  to  prevent  their  openly  joining 
with  Philip  in  the  sprin*::,  an  event  that  must  have  heen 
most  disastrous  to  the  finghsh.  The  haughty  reply  of 
Canonchet,  son  and  successor  of  Miantinomi,  and  chief 
tachem  of  the  Narragansots,  made  to  the  English  when 
they  sent  to  demand  the  surrender  of  Philip's  Indians, 
who  had  placed  their  women  and  children  under  liis  }»ro- 
teetion,  displayed  the  sjtirit  of  the  royal  savai^e,  and  out 
ofi*  all  hopes  of  peace.  "  J^ot  a  Wampanoag,  nor  the 
paring  of  a  Wampanoag's  nail,  shall  be  delivered  up,*' 
was  the  answer  of  the  indignant  sachem.  All  attempts 
at  reconciliation  were  henceforth  abandoned,  and  the  colo- 
nies prepared  for  their  last  appeal  to  the  stem  arbitra- 
ment of  arms.  ^Massachusetts  was  to  raise  five  hundred 
and  tweuty-seveu  men,  Plymouth  one  hundred  and  lifty- 
eight,  and  Connecticut  thrce  hundred  and  fifteen.  The 
latter  colony  exceeded  her  quotfl,,  and  gent  three  hundred 
English  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  friendly  Indians,  Mo- 
voL.  L — 26 
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CHAP,  liegans  and  Pcquots,  so  tliat  the  whole  force  numbered 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty-five,  hesidea  Tolunteen  from 

1 0  7  5.  Rhode  Island,  many  of  whom  joined  the  anny  as  it  marched 
2.^'  through  Providence  and  Warwick  to  the  scene  of  action. 
When  all  was  ready  a  solemn  fast  was  held,  before  Betting 
out  uu  the  expedition. 

Stmnge  t'>  say,  this  enterprise  was  undertaken  by  the 
United  Colonies  without  consulting  the  government  ot* 
Khode  Island,  although  the  express  command  of  the 
King,  embodied  in  the  royal  charter,  was  in  these  words : 
^*  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  rest  of  the  Collonies  to 
invade  or  molest  the  native  Indians,  or  any  other  inhab- 
itants, inhabiting  within  the  bounds  and  lymitts  hereaf- 
ter mentioned  (they  li.iving  subjected  themsilves  unto  us, 
and  beinf]^  by  us  lakfn  into  onr  si^eeiall  •protection^  with- 
out the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  our  C(^llony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Prondence 
Plantations."  The  Narragansets  had  always  been  iiiendly 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  although  portions  of  the  tribe  might 
engage  in  the  war,  the  greater  part  were  still  subject  to 
her  restraint ;  and  whether  they  were  so  or  not,  the  at- 
tack now  made  upon  them,  contrary  to  tlie  advice  and 
williont  tlie  consent  of  Rhode  Islandj  was  a  direct  viol.i- 
tion  of  the  royal  order,  an  unscrupulous  disregard  of  the 
rights,  and  a  wanton  act  of  indifference  to  the  welfare  of 
a  sister  colony,  which  no  exigency  of  State  could  excuse, 
since  the  remedy  was  easy,  involving  only  a  dmple  act  of 
courtesy  or  friendship.  But  these  feelings  were  strangers 
to  the  confederated  Puritans,  by  whom  heathens  and  her- 
etics were  ela^.sL'd  tn^:^cther  as  beneath  the  regard  of  Chris- 
tian fellowsliip.'  TIk:  iiiViision  of  the  Narragansets  was 
kindrt  d  in  spirit  witli  tlic  desertion  of  Rhode  Island  after 
the  batile,  leaving  Providence  a  prey  to  the  fury  of  sav- 
ages, without  a  garrison  to  protect  her  from  enemies  whom 
they  had  roused  against  her. 

'  Easton  a  NarratiTe,  pp.  27-Sl.    Albmj,  1858. 
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The  Massachnsetts  troops  left  Boston  under  command  chap. 
of  IVIajor  Applet(3n  ;  those  of  Pljmonth  were  led  by  Ma- 

jor  BriuHonI,  and  tlie  Connecticut  troops  by  Majur  Treat.  1675. 
The  whole  army  was  divided  into  thirteen  companies  of  ' 
infantry  and  one  oi"  cavalry,  and  jdacod  under  the  com- 
mand of  Gov.  Winslow  of  Plymouth.  Captain  Chorch 
rode  in  the  General's  guard  as  a  volunteer.  We  have  no 
means  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  recruits  that  joined 
the  expedition  from  this  colony.  It  must  have  been  con- 
siderable, for  the  people  were  roused  to  a  full  sense  of  the 
mortal  struggle  at  liand  hy  the  massacres  which  had  al- 
ready commenced,  and  although  the  government  took  no 
direct  part,  yet  tiiey  had  jdaced  the  full  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  councils  of  war.  Boll's  garrison  house  in 
South  Kingston  was  attacked,  fifteen  persons  were  slain 
and  bat  two  escaped.  This  was  the  first  orort  act  of  war 
within  the  limits  of  Rhode  Island.  The  precise  day  is  15 
not  stated  in  the  chronicles  of  the  time,  but  is  probably 
tliat  which  we  affix.  The  rounecticut  tronjts  expected 
to  tiiid   slielter  nt  Pettaciiiainscot,  but  on  their  arrival 

17 

found  the  buiMings  destroyed  and  the  inhabitants  butch- 
ered. The  next  day  they  joined  the  other  forces,  and  the  ig^ 
whole  army  encamped  that  night  in  the  open  air.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  stormy.  At  the  dawn  of  the  8ab-  19. 
bath  morning  they  took  up  their  line  of  march  towards 
the  strong  fort  of  the  Narragansets,  fifteen  miles  distant. 
This  fort  occupied  a  rising  ground,  some  three  or  four 
acres  in  extent,  in  the  centre  of  a  dense  swamp,  about 
seven  miks  west  from  Narraganset  south  terry.  It  was 
just  one  o'clock  when  they  reached  the  scene  of  action, 
wearied  by  a  long  march  through  the  snow.  A  renegade 
Indian  whom  they  found  at  the  edge  of  the  swamp  served 
as  a  guide  to  the  fort.  The  position  was  a  very  strong 
one,  well  fortified  with  palisades  and  breastworks,  and  en- 
closed hy  ail  impenetrahle  hedjxe.  The  single  narrow  en- 
trance was  tianked  by  a  block  huuse^  whence  a  murderouB 
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CHAF.  fire  was  ])Oured  upon  the  advancmg  Kuglisli.  No  less 
than  eix  of  the  captains,  with  a  laige  number  of  mcD,  fell 

1675.  in  the  &Bt  assault.  The  entrance  was  chdced  with  the 
il^'  bodies  of  the  slain.  Orer  the  manned  corpses  of  their 
comrades  the  desperate  assailants  climbed  the  logs  and 
breastwork  to  uiicut  an  entrance.  The  .strii;j:i;lc  on  either 
side  was  one  for  life.  WMclicver  i>arty  triumphed  there 
was  no  hope  of  quarter  to  the  vanquished.  Christian  and 
savage  fought  alike  with  tlie  fury  of  fieiuU,  and  the  sanc- 
tity of  a  New  England  Sabbath  was  broken  by  the  yells 
of  conflict^  the  roar  of  musketry,  the  clash  of  steel,  and 
all  the  demoniac  passions  whicb  make  a  hattiie-grouiid  an 
earthly  hdl.  It  was  the  great  conflict  of  Kew  England. 
A  century  was  to  roll  by  biforo  the  sons  of  the  ruritans 
were  again  to  witne:-5  upon  their  own  soil  so  iierce  a  !?tnig- 
gle.  The  carnage  was  immense.  The  acts  of  personal 
daring  performed  n]><  n  both  sides  were  worthy  of  a  wider 
field  of  £Ekme.  The  English  were  at  one  time  repnked. 
For  three  hours  the  battle  raged  and  the  result  was  yet 
doubtful,  until  an  entrance  was  in  some  way  ^ected  in 
the  rear  of  the  fort  by  a  reserve  guard  of  the  Connecticut 
troops.  The  Indians,  whu  were  all  engaged  at  the  first 
point  ol"  attack,  were  surprised  and  contused  l>y  a  lieavy 
fire  iu  their  rear.  Their  powder  was  nearly  consumed, 
Ft  ill  their  arrows  rained  a  deadly  shower  upon  the  charging 
foe.  The  wigwams  within  the  fort  were  set  on  fire,  con- 
trary to  the  earnest  entreaty  of  Church,  whose  militaiy 
fi>reca8t  discerned  the  importance  of  shelter  to  the  ex- 
hausted conquerors.  The  tragedy  of  the  Pequots  was 
thus  re-enacted  upon  their  aiieient  enemies.  Humanity 
and  policy  alike  sustained  the  advice  of  the  gallant  Church, 
but  it  was  too  late.  The  infuriated  troops  had  already 
commenced  the  work  of  destruction.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  fiail  material  of  five  hundred  Indian  dwellings  fur* 
nished  the  fiineral  pyre  of  sick  and  wounded,  in&nt  and 
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aged.  The  blazing  homes  of  the  Narragansets  lighted  chap. 
their  path  to  death.  ^^J^ 
The  victory  was  dearly  bought.  Accounts  of  the  16  75. 
loflses  on  both  sides  differ  widely.  The  entire  Iobs  of  the  \^ 
Indians,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoneiB,  was  not  less  than 
one  thousand;  of  whom  at  least  three  hundred  perished 
in  the  flames  and  as  many  more  in  the  fight.  The  En^^- 
li»h  loss  is  variously  estimated  from  two  to  four  hundred, 
including  a  majority  of  the  superior  ollicers  who  fell  lead- 
ing the  assault.  More  than  one-half  of  this  number 
might  have  been  saved  had  the  advice  of  Church  been 
adopted.  He  was  himself  severely  wounded,  and  with  his 
suffering  comrades  was  the  next  day  carried  over  to  Bhode 
Island,  and  there  carefully  attended  until  recovery.  Bui 
the  jjeriod  of  most  inlLiise  suiiering  to  the  combatants 
wag  vet  to  come.  \\'lien  the  nidit  closed  over  the  field 
of  blood  there  was  no  shelter  lor  victors  or  vanquished. 
The  fort  was  a  smouldering  ruin.  The  Indians  escaped 
to  an  open  cedar  swamp  near  by,  where  many  perished 
without  food  or  covering  on  that  fearful  night.  Btill 
worse  was  the  fate  of  the  English.  They  had  taken  a 
weary  march  of  some  fifteen  miles,  through  deep  snow, 
since  daybreak,  without  halting  for  food,  and  had 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  d<^>])erate  conflict. 
They  had  now  to  retrace  their  steps  in  the  dark,  through 
a  dense  forest,  with  a  deep  snow  beneath  their  feet  and  a 
December  storm  howling  around  them.  By  the  glare  of 
burning  wigwams  they  formed  their  line  of  march,  and 
bearing  away  their  dead  and  wounded,  their  retreat  was 
soon  covered  bv  the  darkness  of  the  forest.  It  was  two 
o'el'u  k  at  night  belore  they  reached  their  camping  ground. 
The  cold  was  severe.  Many  died  on  the  march.  The 
limbs  of  the  wounded  were  stiffened,  &tiguc  had  disabled 
the  rest,  there  was  no  shelter  or  provisions  of  any  sort, 
and  when  the  morning  dawned  death  had  done  a  melan<-  so. 
choly  work.   A  heavy  snow  storm  during  the  night  had 
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CHAP,  wxapped  many  a  biaye  soldier  in  bis  winding-sheet.  The 

survivors  eouM  hardly  move  from  the  depth  of  the  new 

16 75.  fallen  snow.  The  ])ruviik'ntuil  aiiisal  of  a  vessel  with 
Dec  ... 

provisions,  in  the  course  of  the  night,  at  Biiiitli's  landing, 

20^  alone  saved  the  remnant  of  that  gallant  anuy  from  de- 
struction. The  Connecticut  troops  were  so  disabled  that 
Major  Treat  led  them  home  to  recmit.  The  other  forces 
scoured  the  country  dniing  the  winter^  catting  off  the 
Indian  supplies  or  straggling  parties,  and  burning  thdr 
wigwams,  but  did  nothing  decisive.  The  Narragansets 
returned  to  their  ruined  fort  but  no  attempt  was  made  to 
dislodge  them. 

By  some  it  is  supposed  that  Philip  was  himself  in  the 
fort  during  the  battle,  while  others  state  that  he  was  not. 
It  is^  however,  certain  that  his  winter-quarters  were  with 
the  Narragansets,  and  that  soon  after  the  fight  the  In- 
1675-c.  dians  sued  for  peace,  but  their  overtures  were  rejected 
through  distrust.  The  remnant  of  the  English  army  gar- 
risoned at  Wickford.  A  reinforcement  of  one  thousand 
men  was  soon  sent  from  Boston.  So  intense  was  the  cdd 
at  this  time  that  eleven  of  their  number  were  frozen  to 
death  on  the  marcb|  and  many  others  were  disabled  by 
sickness. 

Philip  removed  his  camp  some  twenty  miles  north  to 

a  rock}'  swamp  in  the  Nipmuek  eountry.  Tlie  distress  of 
the  Narragansets  for  the  want  of  provisiuns,  all  their  win- 
ter stores  having  been  destroyed  in  the  battle,  was  ex- 
treme. A  protracted  and  unusual  thaw  at  midwinter,  by 
enabling  them  to  obtain  roots,*  relieved  their  wants.  The 
army,  now  sixteen  hundred  strong,  the  Connecticut  troops 
having  returned,  proceeded  to  dislodge  Philip  fix>m  his 
new  position.  The  people  of  Warwick  made  arrange- 
2((  ments  to  entertain  the  army  as  they  shotild  mareh  through 
that  place.   It  was  the  last  town  meeting  held  there  ibr 

*  Gfonnd  nvtB,*  m  ihcj  an  caDed  hj  the  old  writerii  meftoiag  tiw  wild 
Mtaohoke,  a  Btople  wrtide  of  food  wUli  tbo  Induuis. 
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fifteen  months.    The  phiue,  left  defenceless  by  the  retiring  ciiAi'. 

army,  was  abandoned,  and  the  inhabitants  took  refuge  on  J^;  

the  island,  where  their  town  meetings  were  regularly  held,  ^ 
as  if  at  home,  for  the  choice  of  deputies  and  jurors.  The 
town  was  annihilated  for  the  time,  but  the  corporation 
Biirvived,  and  continued  to  discharge  its  legitimate  func- 
tions.   The  Indians  fled  at  the  apjiroach  of  the  English,  27. 
and  retreated  northward,  driving  oil'  the  live  stock  from 
Warwick.    The  army  pursued  them  but  a  few  miles,  and  Feb. 
soon  after  returned  home  and  was  disbanded.    By  this  ^' 
memorable  campaign  the  power  of  the  Narragansets  was 
hroken  for  ever.   But  the  war  was  not  ended,  nor  scarcely 
checked.    It  could  not  be,  so  long  as  the  master-spirit  of 
Philip  snivivcd.    Ho  went  (m  an  expedition  to  the  Mo- 
hawks to  obtain  ammunition,  and  to  secure  if  possible 
their  alliance  against  the  common  enemy.    The  war  was 
again  transferred  mainly  to  Massachusetts^  hut  became 
more  general  than  before.     Everywhere  the  burning 
towns  and  mangled  bodies  of  the  English  g&ve  token  of 
the  relentless  foe.    Lancaster  was  burnt,  and  about  fortv  10. 
persons  killed  and  caj^turcd.    ^lediield  next  suiilBred  to 
nearly  the  name  extent.    The  boldness  of  the  savages  led 
them  within  about  fifteen  miles  of  Boston,  where,  at 
Weymoutli,  they  burned  several  houses.    The  exposed  ^* 
condition  of  Providence  led  to  an  urgent  call  upon  the 
governor  for  help.    The  reply  of  the  deputy  governor  ^5 
shows  the  exhausted  condition  of  the  colony,  and  their  ut- 
ter inability  to  su])port  tlie  furce  a^kcd  for,  while  at  the 
same  time  it  tenders  to  the  distressed  inhabitants  the 
hospitalities  of  the  island  as  a  refuge — ^an  oflfer  of  %vhich 
they  had  speedy  occasion  to  avail  themselves.    The  let- 
ters addressed  to  Providence  and  Warwick  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  especially  convened  on  account  of  the  war,  ^^^], 
were  to  the  same  effect.  18. 

The  Indians  on  the  island,  above  twelve  years  of  age, 
were  placed  in  custody  of  the  whites,  and  were  rei^uired 
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CHAP,  to  be  guarded  by  day,  and  to  be  securely  locked  up  ai 
night.    A  further  order  was  passed,  "  that  no  Indian  in 

Hareb  co^^i^y  ^  slave  " — a  statute  to  which  we  fihali  again 
19,  refer  at  the  close  of  the  war.  An  attack  was  now  made 
upon  Warwick.  The  town  was  entirely  destroyed  except 
one  house,  built  of  stone  that  could  not  be  burnt  Only 
one  of  the  inhabitants  was  slain.  At  tbe  north  and  east 
the  Indian  ravagtB  were  still  greater.  Six  tuwus  iu  Mas- 
sachusetts '  were  sacked,  and  more  or  less  wasted  by  fire, 
and  many  persons  slaughtered  during  this  month.  Dis- 
asters in  the  field  were  fearful  and  ixequent  Captain 
Wadsworthy  with  fifty  men,  marching  to  the  relief  of 

1C7C.  8udbury,  was  overwhelmed  by  a  large  bo^y  of  Indians, 
26.  and  every  man  slain.  The  like  fiite  attended  Captain 
Pi'irse  with  llic  same  number  of  Euglisli  and  some  friendly 
Indians,  a  fi  w  dayss  afterward,  near  Pawtuclvct  Falls,  and 
28.  two  days  later  Kehoboth,  near  which  hostilities  first  be- 
gan, was  assaulted,  and  forty  dwellings  were  burned 
This  was  the  darkest  period  of  the  war.  Success  attended 
the  savages  on  every  side.  The  army  had  been  too  soon 
disbanded.  The  Narragansets,  althongh  broken,  were  not 
beaten  in  tlic  ;^ieat  swamp  fiii,lit,  and  terrible  was  the 
vent'canco  tlu-v  executed  Jar  and  wide  owv  the  laud. 
Provideuce  was  nearly  deserted,  leaving  it  an  easy  prey 
to  the  enoniY.  Less  than  thirty  men  remained,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  list,  preserved  on  the  records,  of  those  that 
stayed  and  went  not  away."  Two  places  in  the  town 
had  been  fortified  mainly  through  the  elforts  of  Roger 
Williams,  who,  aliliough  Neventy-seveu  years  of  age,  ac- 
cepted the  coimiiissi<in  of  cai)tain.  A  traditi«)n  is  pre- 
served, that  when  the  eueniy  approached  (he  town  the 
venerable  captain  went  out  alone  to  meet  and  reiu'  instrate 
with  them.  Massachusetts,^'  said  he,  can  raise  thou- 
sands of  men  at  this  moment,  and  if  you  kill  them,  the 

*  NortUttiupton,  Spriugfieltl,  ClielmsforJ,  Grotoiif  Sudbury,  and  Maribo- 
roagh. 
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King  of  Kiiglaud  will  supply  tlieir  place  as  fast  as  ihey  ciiAi'. 
fall."    "  Well,  let  them  come,"  was  the  reply,  "  we  are  v^-^ 
ready  lor  them.    But  as  for  you,  brotber  Williams,  you 
are  a  good  man  ;  you  ha>  ''  been  kind  to  us  many  yean ; 
not  a  hair  of  your  head  shall  be  touched."^    The  savages 
were  trae  to  theur  ancient  friend.   He  was  not  harmed, 
bnt  the  town  was  nearly  destroyed.   Fifty-four  houses 
were  burned.''    The  leeoids  were  saved  by  throwing  thcin  29. 
from  the  burniiii^  house  of  John  Siuith,  llie  miller,  theu 
town  clerk,  into  his  mill-pond.    It  was  the  north  part  of  \ 
the  town  that  was  consumed.   Within  the  memor}-  of  j 
aged  persons  but  recently  deceased,  the  cellar  walls  of  ' 
some  of  these  houses  were  still  standing,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  road  just  south  of  Harrington's  lane,  or  North 
street,  the  northern  limit  of  the  city."* 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  a  flotilla  of  April 
gun-boats  was  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  island.  There  ^• 
were  to  be  four  bimts  manned  by  five  or  six  men  each,  the 
force  to  be  increased  if  necessaty.  These  were  employed 
in  constantly  sailing  round  the  island  to  prevent  invasion 
from  the  mainland.  Of  the  size  of  these  boats  we  have 
110  certiiin  kuowiodge,  except  that  some  of  them  were 
sloops.*    This  is  the  first  instance,  in  the  history  of  the 

*  KnovIe.<,       and  lefmoceB  in  thtt  note. 

'  Aoooonts  vaiy  at  tD  the  number.  Some  say  twenty-nine»  ollien  thirty, 
and  fiffy'fonr.   The  laigest  number  is  probably  nearest  the  fact   The  dis- 

crepAncy  may  arise  from  a  distinction  made  but  not  stated,  between  dweUinga 
ami  building*.  There  is  a  differenco  of  one  day  also  in  the  date  of  this  as- 
sanlt.    The  2yti»  nnd  HOth  of  March  are  both  assigned  by  differpnt  ^%Tite^s. 

•  The  venerable  John  i lowland,  lute  President  of  the  Rhode  I-lmd  His- 
torical Society,  who  died  Xov.  5th,  1854,  aged  ninety-seven  year*,  has  ul'ten 
poiutad  cut  tbia  to  the  writer,  and  ioM  him  that  when  ha  waa  a  boy  the 
foandation  walla  of  several  of  these  buUdiqga  were  Tisibhi. 

^  A  petition  frmn  Wm.  Clarke  in  1079,  recites  that  he  waa  "  commander 
of  one  of  the  ^rjejw  in  IGTG,"  which  was  taken  from  him  by  the  frovenuuent, 
suid  for  which  he  now  asks  indemnity.  By  a  letter  of  Roger  Williams  in  the 
Ar<  lilvo-  (if  roTitie<^ticnt,  dated  27th  Jiiiic,  1675,  it  wnuM  .-^'j  >  :ir  that  thin 
navai  tofo  <<iiiip<>^« d  of  sloop!*,  nrid  that  it  was  sent  out  nearly  a  year 
b«fore  it  appears  upon  our  records.    Conn.  MSS.  vol.  L  p.  200,  iu  K  I.  Hist 
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CHAP,  colonies,  where  a  naval  armament  was  relied  upon  for  de- 
fence.   It  was  the  germ  of  a  future  Khode  Island  squad- 

1676,  ron,  one  centiirv  latci,  and  nf  an  ultimiite  American  navv: 
J  A  elassilied  census  of  nil  I  lie  people  ou  the  island  was 

ordered,  English,  negroes,  and  Indians,  with  those  also  who 
had  taken  refuge  there,  and  the  amount  of  com  and  arms 
possessed  by  each,  to  be  reported  in  detail  to  the  Assem- 
bly. The  record  of  these  interesting  statistics  cannot  be 
found.  Two  heavy  cannon  were  mounted  at  Portsmouth. 
Sixteen  "  of  the  most  juditious  inhabilants"  of  the  colony 
were  desired  to  a i tend  the  sittings  of  the  Assembly,  to  ad- 
vise with  that  body  "in  thessC  troublesome  times." 

On  the  very  day  these  jjroceedings  were  had,  an  event 
took  place  that  contributed  more  than  anything  which  had 
yet  occurred  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The  capture  of 
Oanonchetythe  leader  of  the  Narragansets,  next  to  that  of 
Philip  himself,  was  the  most  decisive  blow.  It  was  he 
who  had  defeated  Capt.  Peirse,  nine  dajrs  before,  and  had 
cut  off  his  eniiii  conimaiid.  ^riiis  terrible  defeat  roused 
the  United  Culuiiies  tu  more  vigorous  action.  Four  com- 
panies of  Connecticut  volunteers,  with  three  of  friendly 
Indians,  immediately  marched  to  :i 1 1  ae k  Canonche t.  Capt. 
George  Denison  of  Stonington,  who  led  one  of  the  compa- 
nies, was  conspicuous  for  his  zeal  and  braveiy.  Thisfoice 
surprised  Oaxlonchet  near  the  scene  of  Peirse's  massacre  at 
Pawtucket,  and  a  rout  ensued.  The  Sachem  fled,  bnt 
having  slipped  in  wading  the  river,  was  overtaken  uu  the 
opposite  bank  by  a  re(|!ioi  and  surreudered  without  re- 
sistance. The  imt  Englishman  who  came  up  to  him  was 
a  young  nian  named  Robert  Stanton,  who  put  some  ques- 
tions to  the  royal  captive.  You  much  ahiid !  No  under- 
Hand  maUera  of  war  f  LHyour  brother  or  chief  come. 

Soc.  The  same  apix;ars  from  Iloldcn  and  Greene's  petition  in  reply  to  tlie 
Massachusetts  agents.  The  colony  of  Khode  I&laud  and  Providence,  did,  at 
the  request  of  tiiA  otJur  co1oiiiea»  aiatet  tiien  widk  Mv«ral  ttoops  weU  mumed, 
when  the  war  wm  iMgnn  in  Pljrmontb  oolong,  to  the  vtmeet  they  coold  do^ 
ud  to  the  greet  demege  of  the  enemj."  Br.  S.  P.  O.  N.  Eng.,  yoL  IH.  |».  SC. 
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Him  I  will  answer ! "  was  the  contemjituous  reply  after  re-  chap. 
garding  tbe  youth  for  a  moment  in  silence.  His  life  was  ,.J^ 
offered  him  on  condition  of  the  eubmission  of  his  tribe.  1  676. 
He  treated  the  offer  -with  calm  disdain,  and  when  it  was  "^^^^ 
urged  upon  him,  desired  "  to  hear  no  more  about  it."  He 
was  sent  in  charge  of  Capt.  Denison  to  Stonington,  where  a 
coTiiicii  of  war  condemned  liiiu  tu  lie  phot.  When  iufonii- 
ed  that  he  must  die,  he  made  this  memorable  answer, 
which  may  challenge  the  loftiest  sentiment  recorded  in 
classic  or  modem  history.  like  U  weU  ;  I  ahaU  die 
before  mp  heart  is  soft,  or  I  have  said  any  thing  unworthy 
of  myself'^  His  conduct  on  this  occasion  has  been  justly 
compared  with  that  uf  Ecgulus  before  the  Koinaii  Senate, 
than  whieli  the  chronicles  of  time  prcHeiit  but  one  sublimer 
scene.  A  higher  t^-pe  of  manly  character,  more  loftiness  of 
spirit,  or  dignity  of  action,  the  qualities  that  make  heroes 
of  men^  and  once  made  demigods  of  heroes^  than  are  found 
in  this  western  savage,  may  be  sought  in  vain  among  the 
records  of  pagan  heroism  or  of  Christian  fortitude.  To 
ensure  the  tidelity  of  the  friendly  tribes,  by  committing; 
till  HI  to  a  deed  that  would  for  ever  deter  the  Narragansels 
irom  seekinii;  their  alliance,  it  was  arranged  that  each  of 
them  should  take  a  part  in  the  execution.  Accordingly 
the  Pequots  shot  him,  the  Mohegans  cut  off  his  head  and 
quartered  him,  and  the  Niantics,  who  under  Ninigret  had 
joined  the  English,  burned  his  body,  and  sent  his  head  as 
*^  a  token  of  Ioyc  and  lovaltv  to  the  commissioners  at 
Hartford.  Thus  perished  tlie  foremost  of  Philip's  cap- 
tains, and  the  last  great  bachem  of  the  Narragansets  1 

The  death  of  Governor  Winthrop  of  Connecticut  was  a  5^ 
eerere  loss  to  New  England.  Rhode  Island  had  good  rea- 
son to  mourn  his  decease,  for  bis  inflexible  justice  -would 
not  assent  to  the  spurious  claims  set  up  by  his  own  colony 
in  the  Narraganset  country,  even  while  he  was  their  ehief 
magistrate.  His  personal  qualities  had  endeared  him  in  his 
youth  to  the  people  of  Ehode  Island,  so  that  he  was  urged 
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CHAP,  to  move  luthcr  and  become  the  governor.  The  conduct  of 
^^^^^  his  later  years  had  served  to  confirm  tlu'  esteem  In  whidihe 
1  <)  7  n.       }^<q\a  ^j^j^  j^yf  iijg  death  lelt  Khode  Island  without  an 

April 

influential  fiiend  in  the  councils  of  her  ambitious  neighbor. 
Within  a  few  days  a  still  heayier  loss  befell  Rhode 

Island.  Tlie  two  men  wlio  liad  Ix  eu  so  long  rivals  in  their 
public  life,  jis  ai^ents  their  resi>ective  colonies,  hnt  who 
\nid  iihviiyrt  maintained  a  mutual  fricndBhip,  i^assed  from 
the  world  almost  together.  Dr.  John  Clarke  expired  two 
weeks  after  Governor  Winthrop^  in  the  oxty-seventh  yesa 
of  his  age.  *  To  him  Rhode  Island  was  chiefly  indebted  for 
the  extension  of  her  territoiy  on  each  side  of  the  bay,  as 
well  as  for  the  royal  charter.  He  was  a  ripe  scholar, 
Icanied  in  the  practice  of  two  ])n»fession's,  besides  having 
had  large  experience  in  diplomatic  juul  political  life.  He 
was  always  in  public  life  under  the  old  patent,  as  commis- 
sioner and  as  general  treasurer,  from  the  first  election  of 
commissioners  held  under  it,  until  sent  to  England,  where 
he  was  employed  as  agent  of  the  colony  for  twelve  years. 
On  his  return,  he  served  as  a  deputy  in  the  Assembly  from 
the  first  election  under  the  charter  till  he  was  made 
deputy  governor,  to  Avliich  position  he  was  three  times 
elected,  and  served  twice,  closing  his  public  life  with  that 
office,  five  years  before  his  death.  With  all  these  public 
pursuits,  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  original  profes- 
sion as  a  physician,  and  also  retained  the  pastoral  charge 
of  his  church,  as  its  records  show.  His  lifo  was  devoted  to 
the  good  of  others.  He  was  a  patriot,  a  scholar,  and  a 
Cliristian.  The  purity  of  his  character  is  conspicuous  in 
many  trying  scenes,  and  Iub  blameless,  self-sacrificing  life 
disanned  detraction  and  left  him  without  an  enemy.  He 
was  three  times  married  but  left  no  children.  The  colony 
was  largely  indebted  to  him  for  advances  made  in  securing 
the  charter,  and  this  debt  was  not  extinguished  till  many 
years  alter  his  decease.* 

'  Be  had  mortgaged  bu  K«irpoit  estate  in  Joljr,  lG6d,  to  Capt.  Ricbard 
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The  General  Abseuibly  Ijuviii*;-  piuvided  lor  the  naval  CUAP. 
defence  of  the  island,  adjourned  one  ^veek  and  ihen  created 
the  office  of  Major-Gen eral.  They  elected  Captain  John 
Cranston,  with  the  title  of  Major,  to  command  all  the 
militiB  of  the  colony.  The  commiflaion  is  signed  by  Gov. 
CoddiDgton,  whose  religions  tenets  were  compelled,  in  this 
case,  to  snoonmb  to  the  popular  will  under  the  stimnlus 
of  prer>sing  danjj^er.  Providence  was  in  ruins  ;  but  as  the 
time  fur  idanting  was  near,  the  liandfnl  of  men  who  re- 
mained there  again  applied  to  the  governor  for  aid  in 
maintaining  a  garrison.  Deputy  governor  Clarke  replied, 
agreeing  to  sustain  ten  men  at  the  colony's  ei^nse^  until  12. 
the  next  seesion  of  Assembly,  when  a  committee  was  sent 
to  Providence  upon  that  business,  and  further  action  was 
postponed  for  another  month. 

At  the  general  election,  deputy  governor  Walter  Clarke 
was  chobcu  governor,  and  IMajor  John  Cranston  deputy 
governor.  Ten  barrels  of  powder  and  a  ton  of  lead  were 
ordered  to  be  bought. 

For  two  months  after  the  capture  of  Canonchet,  there  j^^^ 
were  no  events  of  importance  in  the  war.  The  Indians  had  6. 
gone  north,  and  thither  the  Connecticut  troops  under  Ma^ 
jor  Talcot  pursued  them.  Their  march  to  Brookfield  and 
Northampton  wqj;  a  long  and  weary  one.  known,  to  this 
day,  ab the  hungry  march,"  Irom  i  lie  biiti'erin<^  of  tlie 
soldiers  for  want  of  food.  They  came  in  good  time,  lor 
only  four  days  after  their  arrival  at  the  latter  place,  a  foroe 
of  seven  hundred  Indians  made  a  furious  assault  upon 
Hadley,  now  for  the  third  time  attacked.  It  was  then 
that  the  sudden  appearance  of  Goffe,'  the  regicide,  who 

Dciin,  of  London.    Tlie  Inst  payment  was  not  inftdo  till  Sept  5th,  1699,  when 
was  paid  to  t!ic  heirs  of  Capt.  Dean,  and  the  morlgago  was  lifted. 
Backos's  Hii^t.  of  tlu-  Haptist^. 

'  The  tradition  tlmt  <ioffe  and  AVbaley  were  at  one  time  conceaied  iu  Nar- 
faganset,  is  strengtboned  bj  the  tuqticions  of  tbo  rojral  Commlaiaoaen  to  that 
eflbd  In  a  letter  from  Fort  Jamefl>  New  York^  81«t  Oct,  1666,  to  Mr.  Rich- 
arls,  a  oomtable  in  Kings  Profinoe^  they,  at  bis  reqiies^  anthoriae  him  to 
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CHAP,  nnkowa  to  the  people  was  concealed  near  the  town,  served 
^^^L^  to  rally  the  terrified  inhaHtants  to  battle  until  the  troops 

1670.  from  Northampton  came  to  the  rescne.  His  venerable  as- 
pect,  inysttriuus  appearance',  and  as  sudden  departure,  m 
bewildered  the  populatii'U  of  Hadley,  tliat  they  asc  ril>ed 
their  deliverance  to  the  interposition  of  an  angel,  so  super- 
natural, in  their  minds,  was  the  whole  transaction.  At 
this  time,  CoL  Church  concluded  a  treaty  with  AwashonlcB^ 
queen  of  Seaconnet,  by  which  her  tribe  was  detached  from 
the  cause  of  Philip,  and  soon  after  united  in  the  expedition 
under  Church,  that  teiminated  the  war.  The  daring  dis- 
played by  Chureh  in  this  negotiation,  was  equal  to  his 
skill  in  eti'ectiug  tlie  result.*  Awashonks  sent  a  messenger 
to  Bhode  Island,  whose  safe  conduct  was  provided  §ot  hj 

14^  the  Assembly.  The  Providence  petition  was  granted  by 
establishing  a  garrison  of  eight  men,  with  two  more,  to  be 
found  by  the  owner  of  the  garriaon  house  at  his  own  coet, 
Roj^er  Williams,  Arthur  Fenner,  William  Harris,  and 
Geurge  Luwt<>n  wc  re  appointed  to  select,  from  the  i^arri- 
sons  already  cj^ibting  in  Providence,  the  one  best  suited 
for  the  purpose,  which  was  to  be  called  the  king's  garri«on 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner  was  placed  in  command  and  duly 
commissioned.  The  Assembly  had  a  series  of  adjourn- 
ments all  through  this  year,  sitting  every  few  weeks,  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  time  required.  The  army  in  pass- 
ing through  Pruvidvuce,  after  the  great  swamp  light,  had 
left  there  certain  hostages  or  prisoners  in  charge  of  Boger 
Williams,  who  sent  ih'm  for  safe  keeping  to  Newport 

80.  The  Assembly  ordered  them  to  be  returned  to  Providence, 
"judging  they  properly  belonig  to  Plymouth%x)lony.**  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  army  left  no  garrison  at  Provi- 

retain  the  c.ittle  in  his  custody,  giving  security  in  th«»  Fum  of  Vl<«»t  to  the 
Governor  of  lUiode  Island,  for  the  Fiirmider  of  said  cattle  u  h^n  r^  ^uin-.?.  "  •« 
it  nr'P'^fi'*''  to  u-H  by  jieveral  testiiiKjnu  -i  and  circumstances  that  the  cattle  asv 
truly  U  luu^ing  to  thcra,"  Goffb  auU  Whalcy.    Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eng.  voL 

LpwSsr. 
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dence,  although,  by  the  act  of  the  confcdorates,  the  de-  cHAP. 
ieuceless  towns  of  Rhode  Island  were  exposed  to  the  mer-  w^'w 
cfless  savages,  who  could  not  be  expected,  after  the  de-  i  ^  7  G. 
stniction  of  their  Ibrt  by  the  English,  to  distingtiiBh  friend 
from  foe  among  the  whites.   In  fact  every  house  between 
Providence  and  Stonrngton,  except  the  stone  one  at  War- 
wick, was  Imriied,  and  every  fertile  lield  laid  waste.  The 
Assembly  repealed  the  law  exempting  (Juakors  from  hear- 
ing arms  or  paying  military  tines,  and  nuw  required  every 
citizen  to  do  his  part  in  personally  defending  the  State. 
The  exemption  act  was  restored  when  the  war  was  ended. 

After  the  repulse  at  Hadley  the  Indians  deserted  that 
part  of  the  count  r)  ,  and  resumed  their  ravages  to  some 
extent  in  Plymouth.  The  English  army  marched  to  the  ^g^'^ 
south,  and  surjuised  tliera  in  a  cedar  swamp  near  War- 
wick. A  <rreat  slaughter  ensued.  Magnus,  the  old  queen 
of  Narragansety  a  sister  of  Ninigret,  was  taken,  and  with 
ninety  other  captives  put  to  the  sword.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-one  Indians  fell  in  this  massacre  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man  of  the  English.  Thence  they  scoured 
the  country  between  Providence  and  Warwick,  killing 
many  more.  The  effect  of  tliese  repeated  reverses  was 
soon  visible.  The  Indians  weiti  divided  in  their  councils, 
and  luany  sued  for  peace.  Many  came  to  Conanicut  isl- 
and, and  submitted  to  the  government  of  Khode  Island, 
and  large  numbers  surrendered  at  discretion  to  the  Eng- 
lish forces.  Others  fled  westward,  and  were  chfised  from 
swamp  to  swamp.  The  main  body  of  these  were  over- 
taken near  the  ilousatonic  river,  by  Major  Talcot,  and 
cut  tu  pieces.  Still  Philip  maintained  his  gruuud  with  a 
band  of  trusty  followers.  He  had  said  that  he  would  not 
live  till  he  had  no  country,  and  the  time  was  drawing 
nigh  when  his  word  would  be  redeemed. 

Capt.  Church  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Winslow  to  ^ 
proceed  with  a  volunteer  force  of  two  hundred  men,  chiefly 
Indians,  to  attack  Philip  in  his  retreats  near  Mount  Hope. 
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CUAC.  ii  OT  ecveral  days  they  pursued  the  Indians  from  place  to 
.^^.^^  place,  killing  many  and  taking  a  large  number  prisonerfii, 
rci.  among  whom  were  Philip's  wife  and  only  bod.   The  sa- 
^if'  chem  himself  nanowly  escaped  being  shot   Still  his  in- 
domitable spirit  sustained  him.   Two  Bhode  Island  com- 
panies under  Lieut.  Hichmond  and  Capt.  Edmonds, 
7^     bruught  in  iurty-two  captives.    These  anil  all  other  pris- 
oners were  ordered  to  he  pold  into  servie'c  in  tlie  colony 
for  the  term  ot  nine  years,  one-hall"  the  proceeds  to  go  to 
the  captors  and  tlic  rest  to  the  treasury.    No  Indians 
were  permitted  to  be  brought  into  the  island,  or  to  be 
sent  out  of  it  without  permission  of  the  ma^pstiates,  un- 
der a  penalty  of  five  pounds. 

Church  closely  followed  up  his  successes,  and  in  three 
days  had  captured  over  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  Phil- 
ip's followerB.  The  sachem  was  driven  to  a  swamp  near 
Mount  Hope,  where  one  of  his  followers,  advising  him  to 
sue  for  pence,  was  slain  on  the  spot  by  the  indignant 
chief.  This  indiscreet  act  hastened  his  own  death.  Al- 
derman, a  brother  of  the  murdered  man,  deserted  to 
Church,  and  guided  the  enemy  to  the  place  where  Philip 
12,  was  concealetl.  The  thicket  was  surrounded.  Capt. 
Tlo(2jer  GouldiiiL^  of  llhude  Island  went  into  the  swamp  to 
drive  out  the  Indians.  Philip  in  attemjitini::  to  escape 
was  fihot  through  the  heart  by  Alderman  himself,  thus 
singularly  fulfilling  the  prophecy  of  the  powaws  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  that  Metacomet  should  nerer  ihU 
by  English  hands.  The  body  was  dialed  out  of  the 
swamp,  beheaded  and  quartered  by  an  Indian.  The  head 
was  sent  to  Plymouth,  where  it  was  set  up  on  a  gibbet 
for  twenty  years  ;  one  liaml  was  iient  to  Boston  as  a 
trophy,  and  the  other,  which  had  a  well-knnwn  sear,  was 
given  to  Alderman,  who  made  money  by  exhibiting  it. 
The  mangled  body  was  hung  upon  four  trees,  a  monument 
of  the  barbarity  of  the  age.   The  great  chieftain  of  the 
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aborigines  fell  by  a  traitor's  arm,  and  was  dcmed  the  rite  cHAF. 
of  Christian  burial  by  his  vindictive  foes  1 

Among  those  who  fell  in  this  attack  was  the  Indian  ^  ^  7  6. 
who  had  fired  the  first  gun  in  the  war.  An  idea  was  cur- 
rent  in  those  days  that  whichever  side  began  the  war 
would  be  defeated,  wliiili  may  account  fur  the  report  that 
Philip  wept  when  he  heard  of  th(3  massacre  at  Swanzey. 
When  we  t'()n^^ider  these  two  events,  tlic  inaniier  of  Pliil- 
ip's  death;  and  the  fall^  at  the  same  moment,  of  the  In- 
dian who  commenced  the  war,  and  recall  the  two  jirophe- 
cies  or  traditions  which  contemporary  writers  record^  the 
whole  tragedy  of  the  war  assumes  the  air  of  an  acted 
drama.  The  coincidences  certainly  could  not  be  more  re- 
luarkahle  in  a  written  trag-nly. 

Most  of  tlie  Indians  escaped  from  the  swamp  guide<l 
by  old  Amiawou,  a  noted  warrior  under  Massasoit,  and 
the  chief  counsellor  of  Metacomet.  He  was  a  wary  sav- 
age, and  none  but  a  master  of  the  art  of  Indian  war&re, 
like  Church;  could  have  taken  him  alive.  This  was  ac- 
complished by  Church  a  few  nights  after  the  death  of 
Philip.  Church  wished  to  spare  his  life,  but,  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  Plvniouth  authorities  ordered  him  to  be  shot. 
The  mast  r^'n^wned  eaptive.s  mot  a  f^iniilar  fate.  Quina- 
pin,  a  cousin  ni'  Canonchet,  and  next  to  liiui  in  command  04 
at  the  great  swamp  fight,  was  sentenced  to  death  by  a 
council  of  war  at  Newport,  and  he  with  his  brother  were 
shot  the  next  day.  Pumham  had  already  effaced  the  25. 
stain  of  a  servile  life  hy  a  manly  death.*  The  friends  of 
Philip  were  all  executed,  or  met  a  fete  worse  than  death 
in  lieini^  sold  away  into  perpetual  slavery.  Such  wab  the 
fate  of  tlie  youiii::  Metacomet.  the  only  son  itf  Philip,  and 
hundreds  of  other  captives  were  shipped  to  Spain  and  the 
West  Indies. 

One  tlung  should  be  said  to  the  lasting  honor  of  the  red 

'  lie  fell  on  the  2rith  July  at  the  head  of  hit  warricMn,  in  a  bftttle  mm 
Pedham.    Drake,  Wook  iii.  p.  75. 
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CHAP.  man.  The  treatment  of  their  prisoners  was  generally  ha* 
mane,  more  80  than  "was  that  of  their  Christian  conqneioia. 

16  70.  gome  of  the  soldiers^  it  is  true,  were  tortured,  but  only  a 
few,  while  the  captives  taken  by  the  £ii<;]Ish  were  mostly 
butchered  in  cold  blood,  or  sent  into  Spanish  slair^iy. 
The  Kiiglisli  women  were  luiiturmly  treated  with  respect. 
In  not  a  sini;lo  iiislance  was  violence  offered  tu  their  per- 
sons during  their  captivity.  The  cliivalric  honor  of  the 
savage  was  the  inviolable  protection  of  his  female  captive. 
This  is  the  unvarying  testimony  of  many  women,  of  all 
ages  and  conditions,  who  were  carried  away  in  the  sacking 
of  the  towns.* 

The  war  was  eiuled.  Desolation  reigned  over  New 
Eni;laii(l,  and  dontiny  liad  i)laced  the  seal  of  anniln'lation 
upon  tliii  Indian  nice.  Victors  and  vanquished  were  alike 
exhausted.  Thirteen  English  to^\^s  were  in  utter  ruin, 
and  except  in  Connecticut,  which  altogether  escaped, 
scarcely  one  remained  unscathed.  The  rural  districts 
were  everywhere  laid  waste.  One-eleventh  of  the  avail- 
ahle  militia  of  the  conntrv  had  fallen  in  battle,  and  a  still 
larger  proportion  of  buiMings  were  deHtmyed.  ^  A  lie  ivy 
debt  weighed  upon  the  United  Colonies,'  while  Khode 
Island,,  excluded  from  the  league  and  always  oj)po.sed  t  i 
the  war,  had  suffered  most  severely  of  all  Her  mainland 
had  become  a  desert,  her  islands  fortresses  for  defence  and 
cities  of  refuge.  We  have  already  adverted  to  the  sad 
fate  of  the  captive  Tndijins.  A  few  of  the  foremost  in 
the  war  were  coudenuied  to  death,  but  the  greater  part, 

'  Sec  Mrs.  Uowlandsoirs  narratiTe  of  her  capdvity. 

'  Tnimlmirs  Connecticut,  OoO,  note. 

'  Edward  Randolph  in  lih  ropt^rt  t>>  tli<^  Board  of  Tru.l'-,  Oct.  12th,  lfi7(>, 
'tntcs  tlie  co-t  of  the  war  at  4;ioO,Ot>U,  th:it  nl^iuit  i\v  !m'  liundrod  house's 
wu  re  burnt,  over  ciglit  thousand  head  of  cattle  destnjy ed,  bcside-i  tbi>a«;uids 
of  busheU  of  grain.  The  EuglUh  loss  he  puts  at  six  hnndjred,  with  twdv« 
captaioi,  and  tibe  Indian*  at  more  than  tbxM  thomand.  The  origuuti  report 
ie  in  the  Bridth  8.  P.  0.  N.  En^gland  papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  98-100.  See  aJeo 
Dana's  Morton*9  Klemorie],  p.  458»  Appendix,  and  Thatchef^s  Indian  Bk(Br»- 
pbj,  Toi  i  p.  162. 
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in  the  other  colonies,  were  sent  abroad  and  sold  into  hope-  chap. 
less  slaveiy.   The  conduct  of  Rhode  Island  was  more  hu- 
mane^  and  her  legislation  on  this  subject,  when  we  con-  ^  o  7  6. 
sider  the  spirit  of  the  age  and  the  esample  of  her  neigh- 

bors,  was  more  enlightened.  The  act  of  March,  to  which 
we  betiiro  n-forrcil,  declared  "  tliat  no  Imlijiu  lu  this  col- 
ony be  a  slave,  but  only  to  \ydy  their  debts,  or  for  their 
bringing  up,  or  custody  tbey  have  received,  or  to  perform 
covenant  as  if  they  had  been  countrymen  and  not  taken 
in  war/'  This  was  in  &ct  a  true  apprenticeship  system, 
whose  terms  were  strictly  carried  out,  such  as  generally 
'  existed  until  a  recent  day  among  the  white  population 
everywhere,  difFonng  only  in  the  fact  that  one  was  volun- 
tary while  the  other  was  not.  It  was  not  slavery  either 
as  it  h  recognized  now  or  as  it  existed  then  ;  and  writers 
who  have  wasted  regrets  over  the  part  that  Boger  Wil- 
liams had  in  the  final  disposition  of  the  Bhode  Island 
captives,  might  have  spared  their  words  had  they  more 
carefully  examined  tlie  mitiire  uf  the  transaction,  or  taken 
into  account  tlio  s])int  of  the  age  and  the  conduct  of  the 
other  colonies.  At  a  town-meeting  held  in  Providence 
upon  this  subject,  a  committee  of  fiv.',  of  whom  Williams 
was  chairman,  reported  a  scale  by  which  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  Indians  was  to  he  divided  among  the  towns-  14. 
men.  The  inhabitants  were  to  be  supplied  at  the  rate 
current  on  the  island.  All  captives  under  five  years  of 
acre  were  "to  perve  till  thirty  ;  above  five  and  under  ten, 
till  twenty-eight  ;  above  te;i  to  fifteen,  till  twenty-seven  ; 
above  fifteen  to  twenty,  till  twenty-six ;  from  twenty  to 
thirty  shall  serve  eight  years ;  all  above  thirty,  seven 
years." '  An  Indian  named  Chuff,  who  had  been  a  ring- 
leader in  the  assaults  on  Providence,  was  condemned  by 
the  eouucil  of  war  and  shot.  Still  it  was  necessary  to  26. 
preserve  a  strict  watch  over  the  natives.   A  warrant  was 

*  An  extract  firam  ui  ■ocoant  of  sales  at  this  time^  and  ihoiriiig  die  Toliw 
uf  Ludbii  aerrieey  U  ^ven  in  Judge  Staple's  Annals,  171. 


Digitized  by  Google 


420 


« 

HI8T0BT  OF  THE  STATE  OF  BHODE  ISLAl^D. 


CHAP,  issued  to  Btop  all  the  canoes  on  Prudence  Island,  and 
^^..^  not  to  penuit  any  Indian  to  leave  tlie  island  till  further 
16  76.  orders.    Care  was  also  taken  to  prevent  their  obtaining 
any  arms  or  ammunition.^    The  refugees  began  now  to 
^'  return  from  Newport.   Mrs.  WilliamB  was  brought  up  m 
a  sloop  belonging  to  her  son  Providence,  who  on  the  same 
29.    day  carried  away  all  the  Indian  prisoners  to  be  sold  at 
Newport.    The  eastern  Indians,  instiirated  by  the  French, 
continued  for  Huine  years  longer  to  harass  tlie  iVoniiers, 
and  Col.  Church  was  repeatedly  sent  against  them.  But 
the  death  of  Metaoomet  closed  the  war  in  the  settled  por- 
tions of  New  England. 

This  war  was  the  last  struggle  of  an  expiring  natioa 
Before  taking  leave  of  the  subject  we  may  be  allowed  to 
present  a  few  reiloe  tions  suggested  b}  the  results.  The 
Wani])anoags  and  the  Narragansets  sulicied  tlie  fate  of 
the  IVMjuots,  and  successive  tribes,  however  powerl'ul  or 
warlike,  have  in  their  turn  followed  the  same  path  to 
death.  All  history  points  to  an  inevitable  law  controlling 
the  occupancy  of  the  earth.  Three  races,  and  probably 
four,  perhaps  even  more,  have  occupied  this  continent, 
but  two  of  which  remain,  and  one  of  these  Is  fast  retiring 
before  the  onward  inofirreFs  of  tlie  other.  A  century  hence 
there  will  scarcely  be  a  vestige  of  the  Indian  race  upon 
this  continent.  They  will  have  utterly  disappeared,  and, 
unlike  their  predecessors  whose  western  tumuli  and  Aztec 
monuments  survive  the  knowledge  of  their  builders,  and 
attest  the  existence  of  two  successive  races  anterior  to 
the  Indians,  they  will  not  have  a  proof  upon  the  earth 
that  they  ever  have  existed.  What  is  the  law  by  which 
race  after  race  of  humanity  succeed  each  other,  each  one 
continuing  for  untold  ages,  and  then  giving  place  to 
another  utterly  dissimilar  to  its  predecessor  ?  The  ques- 
tion involves  the  very  mystery  of  creation,  and  can  never 

'  A  co}  y  of  this  warrant  is  in  "Latfeen  and  FapttB,  1682.167S»'' No.  iii. 
p.  161,  iu  ib»  Mass.  Hiat.  Soo. 
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"bo  determined  by  finite  minds.  What  we  see  daily  oc-  chap. 
cnning  in  our  own  and  in  other  lands^  where  a  higher 
type  of  civilization  is  Bteadily  and  rapidly  supplanting  a  1676. 
grosaer  and  weaker  barbarism,  may  serve  to  show  the  op- 
eration of  a  law  that  seems  to  have  existed  biiice  the 
formation  of  man.  Wherever  the  arts,  the  customs,  or 
the  religion  of  a  superior  race  is  brought  in  contact  with 
an  inferior,  the  latter  perishes.  As  geoloo^ical  science 
teaches  that  succesgiTe  eras  in  the  material  history  of  our 
globe  have  produced  steadily  progressive  forms  of  animal 
life,  adapted  to  each  new  change,  so  the  law  of  progress 
in  the  liuinan  family  seems  to  be  that  a  race  wliicli  has 
expanded  to  its  utmost,  filling  the  position  that  nature 
assigned  it,  when  brought  in  contact  with  a  superior  type 
of  humanity,  must  gradually  but  certainly  disappear. 
The  Caucasian  is  the  highest  type  of  mankind^  and 
wherever  it  has  appeared  the  inferior  races  have  been 
subdued  or  annihilated.  The  degree  of  resistance  which 
the  inferior  race  opposes  to  this  positive  law  is  propor- 
tioned to  its  approach  to,  or  its  remoteness  from,  the  in- 
tellectual scope  of  the  Caucasian.  The  changes  that  his- 
tory presents  in  the  different  nations  of  the  white  race, 
by  conquest  or  assimilation^  prove  nothing  against  the 
general  law.  Like  modifies  but  cannot  destroy  like.  The 
different  nations  of  the  same  type  are  improved  by  the 
mixture  of  their  elements.  The  history  of  Europe  estab- 
lishes this  fact.  It  matters  not  whether  the  Anglo-Nor- 
man or  Saxon  race  is  superior  to  all  others  of  the  Cau- 
casian type,  as  some  have  claimed,  or  not.  The  q^uestion 
is  higher  and  deeper  than  that ;  it  is  one  of  races^  not  of 
nations. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  Indians,  who  before  the 

coming  of  the  English  were  very  protific,  soon  ceased  to 

be  so.  Bterility  became  the  rule  and  not  the  exce})tion. 
As  tlie  natural  ]>roclivity  of  mankind  is  to  e\  il  rather 
than  to  good,  the  inferior  race  rapidly  adopted  the  vices, 
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CHAP,  while  it  rejected  the  religioiij  and  hut  slowly  appiehended 
..^^  the  arts  and  Bpiences  of  the  white  man.  The  Indians 
1^76,  had  attained  their  culminating  point  in  mental  and  pliys- 
ical  progress.  Their  intellectiinl  powers  admittal  of  no 
hifrher  development,  and  hence  they  were  doomed,  by  this 
inevitable  law  of  Nature,  to  annihilation.  They  had  ful- 
filled their  destiny,  and  this  continent  was  to  bo  given  up 
to  a  higher  type  of  honumity.  Thus  has  it  been  in  every 
portion  of  the  world,  where  the  white  race  has  extended. 

We  do  not  present  this  as  an  excuse  for  the  wrongs 
inflicted  upon  tlie  aborijj^nes  by  our  ancestors,  and  con- 
tinued upon  their  feeWe  remnants  at  this  day  l>y  our- 
selves ;  but  we  do  say,  that  this  extinction  of  races  is 
something  in  the  Providence  of  God  which  we  cannot 
avert  if  we  would,  and  that  eveiywhere  the  introduction 
of  the  arts,  religion,  and  commerce  of  Caucasian  civiliza- 
tion has  been  attended  with  the  same  results.  Centuries 
may  })e  required  to  accoiuplisli  the  end,  according  as  tlie 
field  of  openition  is  extensive  or  limited,  and  as  the  iutlu- 
ence  exerted  by  the  new  race  is  concentrated  or  scattered  ; 
but  the  result  is  the  same.    From  one  cause  and  another, 
some  apparent  and  others  not,  the  inferior  race  will  grad- 
ually die  out.   So  has  it  been  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  and 
thus  is  it  progressing  to  the  Pacific.   War  does  not  do  it ; 
the  })revalence  of  new  vices  cannot  fully  account  for  it  ; 
famine  and  pestilence  contribute  but  little  in  the  aggre- 
gate towards  it,  for  all  of  these  evils  exist  as  actively,  or 
more  so,  among  the  dominant  race.    The  law  that  gov- 
erns it  appeals  to  be  that  which  we  have  stated,  and 
which  a  recent  writer  thus  announces,  ^'  that  the  organi- 
zation God  has  created  for  one  species  of  development  is 
radically  unfitted  to  receive  another/' '    That  "other"  ' 

.  '  Conterioni  of  an  luquiiei,  by  J.  J.  Jama^  Part  I.,  p.  192.  TIm  writer 
regi»U  tfiat  liia  limits  do  not  permit  Iiim  to  expand  this  enlfjeet,  but  onlj  to 
throir  out  fbna  briefly  a  view  which  ia  the  lenilt  of  some  raflectioa  upon  the 
moet  itttereedng  problem  of  hnniaii  hiiloiy.  The  cnriooe  reader  wiU  find  a 
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has  now  beeu  for  two  centuries  at  work  upon  this  conti-  cuap. 
nent,  and  before  its  resistless  atlvance  the  ludiaii— dis- 
appears.   It  is  the  fiat  of  the  Ahooighl^.  1 6  7  G. 

The  General  Assemblj  dischai]^  Oapt.  Fenner  and 
the  King'H  garrison  at  Providence  from  farther  service. 
They  also  provided  that  all  Indians  who  should  come  87. 
upon  any  inlands  in  the  i)ay,  must  liave  written  authority 
therefor  from  tlic  coiinnitteu  a]>pointed  to  dispose  of  In- 
dianS)  without  which  tliey  wauid  be  liable  to  bo  sold  into 
service  as  captives.  The  law  of  May,  compelling  every 
man  to  bear  arms,  was  repealed,  and  that  of  1673,  ex- 
empting those  who  were  conscientiously  opposed  to  war 
from  so  doing,  was  re-enacted.  Scarcely  had  the  Indian 
war  closed  before  tlie  Connecticut  colony  renewed  tlieir 
claims  to  the  Xarra^aiiset  cuiintrT.  The  counc  il  at  Hart-  Aug. 
ford,  in  addition  to  the  words  of  their  charter,  now  as- 
sumed to  hold  the  Kings  Province  by  right  of  conquest. 
The  vigor  with  which  they  had  piDsecuted  the  war  con- 
trasted with  the  comparative  inaction  of  Bhode  Island, 
and  to  those  who  overlook  the  difference  in  their  respective 
positions  during  this  struggle,  the  claim  appears  reasona- 
l)le.  Connecticut  had  gntll'rcd  nothing  upon  liur  own 
soil  by  hostile  tiilies.  The  Indians  withiu  her  borders 
were  friendly  to  the  English,  as  the  Narragansets  had  al- 
ways been  to  Rhode  Island,  until  exasj)erated  by  the  wan- 
ton destruction  of  their  stronghold  by  the  United  Colo* 
nies.  She  was  thus  enabled  to  send  her  troops  abroad, 
and  to  render  invaluable  services  to  her  more  distressed 
neighbors,  while  Rhode  Island,  the  most  exposed  of  the 

limilar  train  of  thonglit  eUboratod  in  diapter  xsi.  of  the  work  abovo  cited, 
which  will  nehly  np^y  the  penwJ.   The  obsenratione  of  whet  10  termed  the 

Anerican  school  of  ethoologist.o,  so  far  thr-y  inoidentully  touch  upon  tbie 
brar.oh  of  the  subject,  go  to  coiifimi  the  view  hero  In'ul  down,  and  that,  too, 

altogether  J n'1'"'f'«Mi^pnt  of  the  qM<'«tiAn  mninly  5nvi  lv»<rl  in  thrtr  wnrk*.  whether 
tho  Mosaic  hCCOUnt  of  tlic  (  p  ntinn  i<  t<t  he  rr  ;t  ive*i  lit  it»  litlTttl  ^iL'niilcation. 

S<.*c  T^-pes  of  Mankind,  i^hiladelphia,  lo.j^,    Iiidigcuoas  Races  of  the  Earth, 
Philadelphia,  1867. 
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CHAP,  colonies,  doing  what  she  could  to  protect  herself,  and  ren- 
denng  efficient  and  acknowledged  aid  to  the  others,  in 

167  6.  supplks  and  men,  according  to  her  means,  was  now  re- 
^luired  to  pay  the  penalty  of  her  weakness,  by  surrender- 

ing  the  fairest  portion  of  lier  doiuain.    'J'he  council  or- 
dered that  all  ])erbOus,  lu);^lish  or  Imliaii,  v»iio  had  any 
rights  in  Narragansct,  should  ap])ly  to  ihvm  for  leave  to 
occupy  the  same,  and  whoever  should  do  otherwise  would 
be  dealt  with  seTerely.    The  Assembly  took  this  mat- 
ter in  hand  as  the  first  busmess  of  the  session,  and 
sent  a  letter  to  Connecticut  remonstrating  in  strong  tonus 
Ot  t.    against  the  act  of  her  council,  and  protesting  also  against 
25.    the  policy  aiid  c( induct  of  the  late  war,  as  well  as  the  in- 
justice of  depriving  her  citizens  of  their  property  because 
they  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  it  temporarily. 
27    They  also  set  up  a  prohibition  in  Karraganset,  forbidding 
any  one  to  exercise  jurisdiction  there,  or  to  dispose  id 
lands  except  by  authority  of  Rhode  Island. 

A  fatal  epidemic  prevailed  on  the  island  at  this  time, 
so  sudden  in  its  eftect,  that  two  or  three  days  siiliiccd  to 
destroy  the  victim,  and  bo  general,  that  but  few  lamilies 
escaped  without  the  loss  of  some  of  their  number.* 
AmoDg  the  deaths  that  occasioned  business  for  the  As- 
sembly was  that  of  James  Rogers,  who  had  been  longer 
and  more  steadily  in  public  office  than  any  other  man  in 
the  colony,  having  been  elected  for  twenty  sueoessire 
years,  the  first  three  as  general  solicitor,  and  the  latl  eigh- 
teen as  general  sergeant — for  one  year  he  filled  both  offi- 
ces.   Thomas  Fty  was  chosen  as  his  successor. 

*  Sec  A  Journal  uf  the  Lite,  &c.,  of  Williain  Edmuutkon.  London,  1713. 
After  bU  &9t  vidt  to  Rbodtt  Uuid,  before  referred  to,  in  1673,  be  retnnied 
to  Irebuid.  In  1075  be  made  ftootber  aaamiuey  toor  to  tbe  Weet  Indiei, 
and  thence  ceme  to  Rhode  Island,  made  n  jonmey  to  tbe  eaatward,  and  la^ 

tiimed  to  lUiodc  Idand  at  the  close  of  the  war,  -wliero  be  remained  tome 
time.  Ho  describes  this  pestilence,  and  was  liimst  lf  taVrn  si.  k  with  it  at 
Walter  Kewben7'a  boose  in  Newport,  but  does  sot  give  the  nomo  of  Uie  dis- 
ease. 
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A  curious  original  document  exists^  showing  the  results  chap. 
of  the  sale  of  the  first  company  of  Indians  on  account  of  _^^r 
the  townsmen  of  PioTidenoe.   It  is  a  receipt  to  the  com-  ^j^^^* 

mittee  of  sale,  appointed  by  the  August  town-meeting.  1/ 
signed  by  those  who  were  entitled  to  the  i)roceeds,  and 
showing  the  share  of  each  man,  thns  far  received,  to  Ikj 
sixteen  shillings  and  four  pence  half  penny. ^  The  In- 
dians caused  trouble  by  electing  their  wigwams  and  mat 
shedi  on  the  commons  of  the  island  and  on  private  lands, 
where  they  hecame  disorderly  and  drunken.  Armed  In- 
dians also  passed  on  and  off  the  hhmd  without  the  re- 
quired certificate.  The  governor  and  council  onlored 
tlieso  wigwams  to  he  removed,  all  liquors  found  therein  -2. 
to  be  seized  and  the  bottles  broken,  and  any  armed  In- 
dian found  without  a  proper  passport  to  be  brought  before 
the  magistrates.  That  the  natives  were  not  yet  entirely 
peaceable,  appears  £rom  the  proceedings  of  a  town-meet- 
ing at  Providence,  where  a  constant  watch  and  ward  March 
was  maintained,  and  armed  hands  or  scouting  parties, 
were  ordered  to  scour  the  woods,  and  provision  was  mado 
in  favor  of  those  who  might  be  wounded  on  these  expedi- 
tions. This  precaution  was  often  taken  in  later  times 
whenever  any  alarm  existed,  and  was  required  by  the  ex- 
posed situation  of  the  town. 

Peace  being  restored  and  planting  time  at  hand,  the 
people  of  A\  anvic  k  and  Xarraganset  returned  to  their 
now  desolate  jtlantations.    But  the  latter  were  not  per- 
mitted to  rest  in  quietness.    Three  of  their  number  were  April 
seized  by  Capt.  Denison  and  carried  prisoners  to  Hart-  i  ^  7. 
ford.*   They  immediately  informed  Gov.  Clarke  of  the 

*  The  OMnmitlM  of  tale  were  Ardmr  Fenner,  WQUam  Hopkins,  and  Jolui 
Whifipb,  jr.  Fottor  Papen,  vol.  L  HSS. 

*  Thomas  Goald,  James  Eeynotdfl^  and  Henry  TibUCti.   CHonld  afterwards 

compounded  wttli  Connecticut,  and  on  14th  )f  ay  petitioned  for  himself  and 
othors  for  loHVc  to  replant  in  Narragansct,  aoknowledgiqg  the  anthoritjr  ot 
Connecticut.   Co&u.  CoL  Kec.,  ii.  640,  note. 
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CHAi'.  outrage,  soliciting  protection.  The  council  promised  re- 
lief,  and  also  wrote  to  Connecticut,  the  wune  day,  de- 

l^'"7.  njandiuf^  their  release,  and  threatening  to  make  reprisalF 
in  case  it  was  lefused.  Tiiis  was  the  first  buaness  that 
occupied  the  new  General  Assembljr. 

At  the  election  Benedict  Arnold  was  ohoeen  govemor^ 
in  place  of  Walter  Clarke,  and  Major  John  Cranston  was 
continued  as  deputy  p^ovcrnor.  The  AsseinV)ly  ciMifirmw! 
the  positions  taken  hy  the  euuncil  in  their  letters  to  the 
Narragansct  men  and  to  Connecticut,  and  took  measures 
for  the  re-settlement  of  Kings  Province.  A  court  of  J  ub- 
tices  was  appointed  to  be  held  in  Narraganset,  with  fUU 
powers  to  protect  the  settlers  from  the  acts  of  the  Con- 
necticut officers.  Ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be 
equally  divided  among  one  hundred  lucn.  were  apjir^pri- 
ated  for  new  settlers  should  he  approved  hy  the  As- 
sembly, and  all  persons  were  forbidden  to  enter  within  the 
province  except  by  authority  of  the  Court.  They  also 
addressed  another  letter  to  Connectiout,  reiterating  their 
right  to  Narraganseti  and  declaring  their  intention  to  ap- 
peal to  the  King  if  these  molestations  were  continued. 

The  election  of  Guv.  Arnuld  was  a  trinnijih  of  the 
war  J  arty  in  Rhode  Island.  The  militia  law  was  now 
thoroughly  revised ;  but  lest  it  should  be  considered  as 
intrenching  upon  the  rights  of  the  Quakers,  the  prcaniT>le 
and  the  concluding  proviso  recited  the  necessity  of  mili- 
tary defence,  and  carefuUy  proclaimed,  in  the  words  of 
the  charter,  the  freedom  of  conscience.  It  was  ordered 
to  bo  published  l>y  beat  of  tlruni  in  all  the  towns  of  the 
cul'>ny.  The  Kin^^'s  ;!^!irris( tn,  jis  it  w:is  culled,  in  IV-ni- 
dence,  which  had  been  discharired  in  October,  was  re-es- 
tablished in  the  very  words  of  the  act  by  which  it  was 
first  organized.  The  forms  of  engagement  of  officeis,  and 
of  reciprocal  engagement  of  the  colony  were  redrafted,  to 
be  em|)loyed  the  next  year,  and  an  engagement  to  bo  at 
once  administered  to  constables,  who  heretofore  had  never 
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been  formally  qualified,  was  adoined    Tliat  Babbatarian  CUAP. 
views  were  already  laaiiitaiued  in  the  colony  i&  shown  by  .^^^ 
a  petition  presented  at  this  time  to  cliange  the  market  167T 
day,  which  heretofore  had  heen  Saturday  only.   The  As-  ^2.' 
eembly  saw  no  gnfficient  reason  to  alter  the  day,  but  or- 
dered that  a  market  ehouM  likewise  be  kept  in  Newport 
on  Thursday  of  each  week.    This  and  all  other  acts  of 
the  Assei  111  ]  \w  ere  "  published  in  the  town  of  Newport 
by  boat  ui  tlrum,  under  the  seal  of  the  eolony,  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Assembly."    An  adjournment  was  taken  to 
allow  time  for  a  reply  to  be  received  from  Connecticut, 
upon  the  most  important  business  of  the  session. 

The  Assembly  at  Hartford,  acting  upon  a  petition  of 
John  Baffin  in  behalf  of  the  Atherton  clauaants^  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  meet  at  Karraganset  in  June  to  10. 
lay  out  laiki;-,  and  also  encouraged  the  Wicklbid  i>laiitcrb 
to  return  under  their  auspices.  They  replied  to  the  two 
letters  from  Rhode  Island,  asserting  their  elaims  to  juris- 
diction, and  acquiescing  in  the  appeal  to  the  King,  but 
proposing,  in  a  postscript,  by  way  of  compromise,  that 
Cowesett,  now  East  Greenwich,  should  be  the  boundary 
between  the  two  colonies.  This  reply  not  being  satis&c- 
tory,  the  General  Assembly  appointed  Peleg  Sandford  and  24. 
Richard  iiaily  as  agents  of  the  eolony,  to  })roceed  to  Eng- 
land, and  voted  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  jionnds 
fur  their  outfit.  A  letter  was  sent,  notilying  Connecticut 
that  Rhode  Island  would  proceed  at  once  to  settle  and 
govern  Narmganset,  and  also  offering  to  that  colony  one- 
half  of  all  the  unpurchased  lands  in  the  disputed  territo- 
ry, to  be  at  their  disposal,  proyided  tiie  settlers  thereupon 
should  sul/iuti  lo  the  govL-rnineut  of  lihode  Island.  This 
was  a  futile  at  tr  nipt  at  eo  in  promise,  suggested  no  doubt 
by  the  propoeai  made  for  peace  sake"  by  Connecticut. 
The  Assembly  then  adjourned  to  the  time  appointed  by 
Croonectieut  for  the  meeting  of  her  committee  in  Ibarra-  June 
ganset.   Upon  reassembling,  steps  were  taken  to  raise 
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CHAP   money  in  Newport  and  Portsmoutli  tor  the  expenses  of 


15. 


27. 


the  agents  to  be  sent  to  England.    The  sums  raised  were' 
Y'  ^    to  be  credited  to  account  of  the  appiopxiation  of  ten 
11,^  thousand  acres  in  NanagauBet,  at  the  rate  of  cue  fthilliiig 
an  acre.   The  Connecticut  committee  met  on  the  same 

day  in  Narraganset,  examined  the  country,  and  reported 
16.    to  their  government  concerning  the  quality  and  ownership 
of  the  lands.    Tlie  jirocoedings  of  the  Court  of  Justices 
held  by  Bhode  Island  are  not  prefierved,  although,  upon 
its  rising,  the  Assembly  was  again  conTened  by  warrant 
of  the  Govemori  and  ordered  that  the  transactions  of  that 
20.    Court  should  be  a  part  of  the  public  records.   The  coun- 
cil of  Connecticut  replied,  rejecting  the  offer  of  land,  and 
renewing  their  proposal  to  make  Cowesett  the  boundary 
between  the  two  charters. 
Oct.        At  the  fall  session  of  the  Assembly  the  law  requiring 
deputies  to  take  an  engagement  on  entering  upon  the  du- 
ties of  their  office,  was  repealed.   It  had  been  just  five 
years  in  operation ,  was  stoutly  opposed,  especially  by  the 
mainland  towns,  at  the  time  of  its  passage,  and  had 
caused  mucli  liard  feeling  ever  since.    There  seems  to  us 
no  valid  reason  fm-  all  this,  but  the  cause  a^isigned  for  the 
repeal  was  that,  as  every  freeman  had  already  engaged 
true  ail^iance  to  the  King  and  colony  upon  his  admission, 
it  was  unnecessaiy  to  repeat  the  ceremony  upon  bis  tak- 
ing office.   Tlus  shows  a  degree  of  respect  for  the  nature 
of  an  oath  or  engagement,  more  creditable  to  the  morals 
of  our  ancestors,  than  is  the  constant  and  frivolous  admin- 
istration  nf  oaths,  in  judicial  and  commercial  affairs  at 
this  day,  to  ourselves.    A  tract  of  five  thuu^aiid  acres  of 
land  in  Xarraganset  was  laid  out  in  two  parts,  one  of  five 
hundred  acres  on  the  bay,  for  house  lots,  and  the  remain- 
der in  &rms  of  ninety  acres  each,  and  distributed  among 
fifty  men,  who  were  now  incorporated  as  the  town  of  East 
Greenwich.    Tlic  parties  were  to  build  upon  their  lots 
within  one  year  or  lose  the  land,  and  no  one  was  to  sell 
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his  land  within  twenty-one  years,  unless  by  consent  of  the  chap. 

Assembly^  on  pain  of  forieitnre.   They  were  also  to  lay 

out  convenient  loads  from  the  bay  up  into  the  country.  1677. 

The  death  of  Samuel  Oorton,  the  founder  of  War- 
wick, which  occurred  at  this  time,  e^]l0^1^l  not  be  jtassed 
over  iu  silence.  IIi;  \v;ih  one  of  the  niu.^l  rtiiuii  kahlc  men 
that  ever  lived.  His  career  furnishes  an  apt  illustration 
of  the  radicalism  in  action,  which  may  spring  from  ultra 
conservatism  in  theory.  The  turbulence  of  his  earlier 
history  was  the  result  of  a  disregard  for  existing  law,  be- 
cause it  was  not  based  upon  what  he  held  to  be  the  only 
legitimate  source  of  power^ the  assent  of  the  supreme 
authority  in  England.  He  denied  the  riij;ht  of  a  people 
to  scli-<j;ovcrnnient,  and  con  tended  lor  his  views  with  the 
vigor  of  an  unrivalled  intellect,  and  the  strength  of  an 
ungovemed  passion.  But  when  this  point  was  conceded, 
by  the  securing  of  a  patent,  no  man  was  more  submissive 
to  delegated  law.  His  astuteness  of  mind  and  his  Bibli-  ^ 
cal  learning  made  him  a  formidable  opponent  of  the  Pu- 
ritan hierarchy,  while  his  ardent  love  of  lihertv,  when  it 
was  once  guaranteed,  caused  him  to  endjrace  with  fervor 
the  principles  that  gave  origin  to  lihude  Island.  He  lived 
to  "a  great  age."  The  time  of  his  birth  is  not  certainly 
Imown,  and  the  precise  day  of  his  death  is  equally  ob- 
scure. The  exact  spot/'  says  his  bbgraphor,  "  where 
his  ashes  repose,  is  marked  by  no  pious  stone  or  monu- 
mental marble.  Yet,  if  without  other  honors,  may  it  at 
least  ever  he  tlieir  privilege  to  sleep  beneath  the  green 
sward  of  a  free  State  ! 

A  combination  oi  local  disputes,  relating  in  the  £rst 
instance  to  proprietary  rights,  then  involving  questions 
of  boundary  between  Providence  and  Pawtuxet,  and 
finally  extending  beyond  the  present  county  of  Provi- 
dence, had  commenced  almost  with  the  first  settlement  of 

*  He  aied  between  27th  Nov.  and  10th  Dec,  IG77.    Mackk'a  Life  of  Goi^ 
too,  dMp.  viiL  in  Spariu'  Am.  Biog.,  vol  xf»  pp.  378,  880. 
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CHAP,  the  town,  and  now  assumed  a  magnitude  and  importanoe 
that  bring  them  within  the  legitimate  province  of  State 
1677.  histoiy.   The  details  of  these  disputes  are  prolix  and  nn- 

interesting.  A  survey  of  their  chief  points  is  all  that 
wc  ])roi)(ise  in  this  place.*  They  orisrinated  in  a  differ- 
ence of  const nicti'iu  put  upon  the  deeds  of  Canonicus  and 
Miantinorai  to  Boger  Williams,  and  which  was  further 
complicated  by  a  memorandum^  added  the  following  year, 
confirming  the  same.  The  last  clause  in  the  deed  con- 
tained the  words  of  disputed  interpretation,  "  we  do  freely 
give  unto  him  all  that  land  from  those  -rivers,*  reaching 
t'l  1 'Hwtiixet  river,  as  alp<»  tlie  «^iass  and  meadows  upon 
the  said  Pawtnxet  river,"  which  tlie  confirmation  made 
still  mui''  inexact  by  the  words,  "  up  the  streams  of  Paw- 
tucket  and  Fawtuxet  without  limits,  we  might  have  for 
our  use  of  cattle."  Hence  arose  a  question,  in  after  years, 
whether  the  tract  whose  limits,  in  the  confirmation  clause, 
were  thus  general  and  undefined,  formed  a  part  of  the 
purchase,  or  whether  it  was  merely  a  grant  of  the  right 
of  pasturage  to  the  head  waters  (»!"  the  two  last-named 
rivers,  witli  the  fee  still  reserved  in  tlie  ^irnintors.  Tt  was 
a  question  of  no  im])nrtanee  at  first,  but  when  the  town 
increased  it  gave  rise  to  bitter  dissensions,  one  party  main- 
taining the  former  view,  at  the  head  ci  whom  was  WO*- 
Ham  Harris,  while  the  other,  with  Boger  Williams  as  its 
leader,  sustained  the  rights  of  the  Indians.  Williams 
had  made  the  original  purchase  for  himself,  before  the 
settlement  of  the  town,  and  two  vcars  later  drew  this 
deed  or  menidrandnm,  whieli  does  no  credit  to  bis  legal 
acquirements.  He  however  must  have  known  better  than 
any  one  else  what  it  did  mean  ;  but  a  party  already  ex- 
isted against  him  who  pressed  their  views  with  unneces- 
sary asperity.   When  the  Legislature,  or  "  Court  of  Com« 

*  The  reader  will  6nd  a  more  full  account  of  tlip^  ■  rlivlsioas  and  diqpalM 
than  is  hrrc  pvcn,  in  ,hhVn'  St  ijiL  ^'  Anual*  of  Providenott,  ehap.  z. 
'  MoofiUauMck  and  Wauas(^uatucket. 
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misBioiiera,"  as  it  was  styled  under  the  old  patent,  author-  cuap. 
iced  the  town  to  buy  off  the  Indians,  and  to  add  throe 

thousand  acres  to  their  territory  by  purchase  from  the  sa-  1677. 
chems/  the  town  negotiated  wiiU  tlie  natives  to  obtain 
their  removal,  and  iu  that  year  took  three  deedn,  from  the 
successors  of  Canonicus  and  Miantinomi,  more  clearly  de- 
fining the  disputed  western  boundary  of  the  colony. »  The 
two  parties  viewed  these  conyeyancos  in  different  lights  ; 
one  considered  them  as  simple  confinnations  of  the  origi- 
nal grant,  the  other  as  a  new  purchase.  If  they  were 
only  confirmations  the  whole  tract  belonged  to  tlie  origi- 
nal proprit  t  irs  of  Providence,  who  were  the  owneiu  of 
what  was  ealled,  in  the  division  of  lands  into  two  parts/ 
the  Pawtuxet  purchase/'  But  if  these  were  in  fact 
new  purchases,  the  fee  vested  equally  in  those  members 
of  the  corporation  who  had  been  admitted  since  the  fint 
grand  division  of  lands.  It  is  readily  seen  how  important 
it  was  to  each  party  that  the  settlement  of  this  ([uestion 
fsh'jultl  be  in  its  favor.  Again,  whichever  way  this  dihpute 
of  title  might  bo  settled,  the  deeds  were  so  vague,  and 
the  riglits  exercised  under  them  were  so  varied  and  un- 
limited, that  nothing  definite  could  be  agreed  upon  as  to 
the  limits  of  the  first  grand  division — ^where  the  grand 
purchase  of  Providence  *'  ended  and  "  the  Pawtuxet  pur* 
chase''  Ik -an.  An  attempt  had  been  early  made  to  de- 
termine this  Ixtunthiry^^  l«ut  the  line  had  never  been  run 
out,  nor  could  it  be,  owing  to  the  vagueness  of  the  deed, 

*  May,  l<jr»l»,  ante,  cliap.  viii. 

*  Tlio  fir^t  of  tbcso  waa  given  by  Cavjaaiqnantai  turotlior  of  Miantinomi, 
Ifij  29tii.  165S.  It  oonfimed  the  old  grant  and  defined  it  m  extending  from 
Fox**  bill,  tFenty  milea  In  «  straight  Une  up  between  Pawtodcet  and  Tww' 
toxet  riven.  His  son  acknowledged  tbe  deed  28th  April  following.  The 
odiar  two  deeds,  from  lesident  gachems  of  the  same  family,  were  given  18th 
Angnst  and  1st  December,  confirminj;  tlie  first  one,  and  granting;  the  land's  in 
fee  simple,  In  t  w  'rh  exnctneas  of  bonndaxy*  All  three  deeds  axe  printed 
in  Staples'  Atiual'^,  p.  i">t;7-70. 

»  Made  (Vt.  8th,  ICofi,  jiute  eh.  iv. 

*  July  27th,  16  JO,  ante  cb,  iv. 
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CHAP,  both  as  to  the  nature  and  the  limits  of  the  rights  con- 
veyed  in  the  concluding  clause.    To  restore  peace  among 

10  7  7.  the  distracted  townsmen  Roger  Williams  made  apioposio 
tion  ^  for  a  new  purcliaBe  from  the  Indians^  and  a  separate 
settlement  in  the  disputed  territoiy.  This  was  rejected 
by  Thomas  OIney,  William  Harris^  and  Arthnr  Fenner, 
in  behalf  of  the  town."^  A  majority  of  ilie  town  having 
decided  ^  that  tlie  later  deeds  were  simply  coiilirmator}', 
the  Pawtiixet  purchasers  paid  one-quariur  cjI"  the  cobt/ 
and  the  town  limits  were  agreed  to  be  at  a  point  twenty 
miles  west  of  Fox  hill.  A  committee  of  three  from  each 
place  was  named  to  ran  the  line  *  between  Providence  and 
Pawtuxety  and  seven  years  afterward  they  made  a  partial 
report  covering  less  ground  than  was  claimed  by  the  Paw- 
tiixet men,  having  ceased  their  surveys  westward  at  a 
point  afterwards  known  as  "  the  sevtn  mile  line."  Mean- 
while William  Harris  made  a  voya^^e  to  Ens^land,  to  ob- 
tain ju«tice  from  tlie  King,  but  with  no  definite  results.* 

T lie  disputes  between  Providence  and  Pawtuxet*re- 
lated  solely  to  title,  the  whole  tract  being  within  the 
township  of  Providence ;  but  soon  after  the  porchase  of 
Warwick  questions  involving  both  title  and  jurisdiction 
arose,  the  former  between  the  purchasers  of  Warwick  and 
of  Pawtuxet,  the  latter  between  the  towjis  of  Providence 
and  Warwick.  The  Pawtuxet  men  were  thus  placed,  as 
it  were,  l^ctween  two  fires.  Legal  measures  were  early 
resorted  to  by  the  conflicting  claimants  for  title.  Na- 

•  27th  Oct,  16G0.      '  29th  Oct,  IGGO.      '  March,  1G60. 

•  The  one-qiuurter  paid  to  tiie  Indiuis  bj  tlia  Pswtnzet  paidiMart  Ibr 
the«e  oonfirmatioii  deeds  anMmnted  to  twelve  poundB  one  shOliiig  and  eight 
pence,  m  appears  hj  an  agreement  of  a  joint  oommittoc  of  the  two  partiea, 
compoaed  of  Eoger  Williams,  Richard  W'utormnn,  Z.  Rhodes,  John  BrowTi, 
James  Allen,  and  William  Il  irri",  in  August,  1G63.  Sea  MSSb  papers  oi 
Wiliiaiii  Ilurrlii,  in  possession  of  W.  J.  Harris  Esq, 

•  April,  16(11. 

'  In  1GC3,  the  evidence  of  which  Li  iu  a  bill  of  coeto  preieuted  by  him 
against  the  town  of  Warwick  to  the  Goart  of  Comminioners,  17th  Nov.,  1677, 
preserved  in  the  Hanif  MSS. 
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merons  Biiiis  for  trespass  were  broagbt  in  variotts  Courts,  chap. 
witboat  regard  to  jurisdiction.*   Cross  suits  were  insti- 
tuted  and  counter  writs  of  ejectment  were  issued,  with  no  1077. 

pospibility  of  an  unbiassed  decision,  owint;  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  tribunals  were  con^lituted,  the  wliolo  commu- 
nity  being  parties  in  interest,  either  directly  or  contin- 
gently, in  every  case,  nor  with  any  power  to  enforce  a 
judgment,  for  the  same  reason.  The  progress  of  these 
various  suits  may  be  traced  with  great  minuteness  in  the 
yoluminous  files  of  the  Harris  manuscripts.  William 
Harris  was  generally  successful  in  obtaining  verdicts,  but 
could  rarely  obtain  execution,  or  have  process  served,  un- 
der them.  The  olHcers  were  sometimes  resisted  by  the 
contesting  claimants,  at  others  the  awards  of  arbitrators 
or  the  decrees  of  Court  failed  to  be  carried  out.  He 
spent  half  his  life  in  this  fruitless  litigation,  the  details 
of  which,  covering  more  than  thirty  years,  would  be  te- 
dious to  the  reader,  and  unimportant  to  the  purpose  of 
this  work.  So  inextricable  was  the  confunon,  and  so 
pressing  the  difficnlties  arisini;  irom  these  complicated 
i^')\n\'c<,  t]ia.t  William  Harris,  as  n^mt  for  the  Pawtuxet 
pruprictors,  at  length  resolved  to  go  a  second  time  to 
England,  to  petition  the  King  for  a  special  commission  to 
decide  upon  them.  The  petition  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Trade.'  It  set  forth  the  rival  claimants  to  por- 
tions of  the  Pawtuxet  lands,  and  pi  ayed  that  the  gover- 
nors of  the  four  New  Enghmd  colonies,  or  such  men  as 
they  might  appoint,  with  a  jury  chosen  in  part  Irom  each 
colony,  should  settle  all  difterenccs  in  the  premises.^*  The 
nussion  was  successful.    A  royal  order  was  issued  to  the 

*  The  I'u.vtuxct  subjecU  of  >fus-!aclin-ett-i  in  IG50  Micd  W.  Harris  lor 
trespass,  and  judgtnetit  was  reodcred  for  tbo  dcf^ndaut  Jul/  31.  Ilanis  irft* 
himwlf  one  of  the  Pnwtaxet  propfietora. 

*  On  June  llth,  1675. 

•Tbo  petition  of  167S,  iddi  the  onior  upon  it  i>5upil  4tli  August,  and  the 
rojal  letter  to  the  four  govomors,  dnteJ  Aucrust,  1G7'>,  rnt'.'red  la  the  Brit- 
Uh  State  Paper  Office,  ^iew  Eogland  papers,  toL  xxxli.  pp.  3^i7, 

VOL.  1^28 
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CHAP,  four  gOTernors  who,  after  some  delay,  appointed  coimiii»* 
flbners  to  hear  the  disputes.^   They  met  at  ProTidence, 
16  7  7.  and  empanelled  a  jury  of  four  from  MafieachnaettSy  two 
£ '   from  PlymoQth,  and  three  each  from  Rhode  Island  and 

Nov  ^'<^iinecticut.  Tlic  Court  tlieii  adjourned  to  meet  at  Prov- 
17.  ideucc,  where  five  cases  were  tried,  three  against  private 
parties  for  trespass,  the  other  twu  against  the  towns  of 
Warwick  and  Providence,  to  compel  them  to  ran  the 
hoandaiy  lines  hefore  agreed  on,  and  to  decide  the  title  of 
lands  on  either  side  of  these  lines.  William  Harris, 
Thomas  Field,  and  Kathaniel  Waterman  were  the  plain- 
tiffs, aiivL  Harris  was  the  attorney  for  Pawtuxet,  in  all 
these  cases.  Randall  Holden  and  John  Greenu  were  ap- 
pointecl '  by  the  town  of  Warwick  to  defend  her  cause. 
Roger  Williams,  Gregory  Dexter,  and  Arthur  Fenner  ap- 
peared in  hehaJf  of  Providence.  The  triala  occupied  four 
days,  and  resulted  in  a  veidict  for  the  plaintift  on  eveiy 
case.*  The  town  of  Warwick,  being  cast  in  the  suit,  at 
once  appointed  V  their  two  attorneys,  as  agents,  to  proceed 
to  England  to  represent  their  case  Itefore  the  throne,  and 
21,  to  protest  agaiu&t  the  second  verdict  of  the  jury.  War- 
rants were  issued  to  compel  execution  of  the  verdicts,  but 
the  question  of  costs  was  reserved  for  advisement  with  the 
respective  governors^  the  Court  douhting  its  powers  to  is* 
sue  execution  for  them. 

In  order  to  present  these  controversies,  so  far  as  they 
have  a  public  interest,  in  a  compact  form,  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  pass  sumewhat  beyond  the  period  to  which  this 
chapter  is  limited,  condensing  as  much  as  possible  the  pro- 

'  Thcso  were  Simou  Lycdc  and  Daniel  Henchman  of  Mass.,  Thomai 
Hinckley,  Ka«|  ,  and  JanMW  Cndworth,  Ewj.,  of  Plymouth,  Capt,  George  D«»> 
ison  and  DMiIel  Witfierdl  of  Conn.,  Pelfg  Sandfcndi  Ea^.,  and  John  Gogget> 
hall,  of  B.  1. 

'  Oct.  1,  1677.  See  Warwick  iwsoidi. 

'  The  pleadings  In  full  arc  preserved  among  the  Hiirris  MSS. 

*  '_»9th  Nov.,  THTT.  S'^e  Wnrwkk  records,  and  tUcir  commUuons  were 
read  aud  approved  iu  town  meeting,  IStb  Januarj. 
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ceedings  of  the  next  two  or  three  yean  upon  these  cases^  chai  . 
and  then  leave  the  snhject  for  ever. 

Tn  decide  tlic  (luestion  of  costs,  tlic  Court  met  at  Bos-  16  78. 
ton,  but  tlie  (yonnectiuut  members  beiuf^  aliM  iit,  it  was  ad* 
journed  to  meet  at  Pro\  i*lence.    The  eight  commissioners 
assembled  thero,  Imt  Ibund  that  nothing  had  been  done  June 
about  ranning  the  line  between  Frovidenoe  and  Pawtnzot 
in  accordance  with  the  yerdict,  which  required  it  to  be  run 
1^  the  defendants  ''equally  between  Pawtuxet  rirer  and 
Wanasquatucket  river,  till  they  meet  a  thwart  line  from 
the  head  of  Wanasquatucket  river,  directly  ninninf]^  to 
PaM'tuxet  river."    An  iniperrect  line,  contrary  to  the  in- 
tent of  the  Court's  order,  had  been  surveyed  between  the 
two  rirerSy  a  map  of  which  was  presented  by  Mr.  Fenner, 
bat  rejected  by  the  Courts  as  being  nn&ir  towards  the 
plaintiff  ;  as  the  thwart  line  was  drawn  to  intersect  it  at 
an  acute  instead  of  a  right  angle.   The  Court  summoned 
the  jury  to  appear  in  October,  and  explain  their  verdict  in 
this  case,  tlie  third  in  the  order  of  trial.    At  this  meeting,  Qet. 
one  of  the  connnissioners  being  absent,  the  two  from  Rhode  2. 
Island  withdrew^  deeming  the  Court  disqualitied  to  act  un- 
less every  member  was  present.   The  others,  considering 
a  quorum  to  be  sufficient,  proceeded  to  act   The  jurors 
were  all  present,  but  the  three  from  Bhcde  Ishind  refused 
to  explain  the  verdict.   The  other  nine  explained  the 
meaning  of  their  third  verdict,  that  the  two  lines  were  to 
inter^^ect  at  ri^ht  angles.    Still,  as  some  of  the  Court  were 
al)S(  iit.  and  others  doubted  their  ]iower,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  issue  warrants  to  enlbrce  its  execution,  as 
now  explamed,  the  whole  matter  was  referred  back  to  the 
king,  and  a  full  statement  of  the  case  was  prepared  and 
sent  to  England  by  (jh>vemor  Leverett.^ 

*11iia1oog8t«l«mentdetd]ttl>e]DftiuierIatdiich1i^  Conitaod  jmy  w«r« 
cooatnisled,  the  five  verdliet*  rondored,  and  all  subseqa«nt  pnMeadiiigt  of  the 
eommisidoiHMra.  It  b  entered  In  New  England  pepen^  toL  xxxiL  pi  296. 
Br.  a  P.  0. 
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CHAP.  HoldQn  and  Greene  went  to  England  to  protest  against 
the  second  verdict,  which  required  the  town  of  Warwick 

'  Jan  certain  individualB  in  it^  as  teiumts  byforce^  to  restore 
2. '  the  land^  mth  one  hundred  pounds  damages,  to  the  plain- 
tifGs.  They  obtained  an  arrest  of  judgment  by  royal  de- 
cree, till  Harris  should  prove  title  before  the  king  in  coun- 
cil. Bcan  ely  had  they  left  London  to  return  home,  when 
Harris  ap})carcd,  for  the  third  time  in  England,  to  urge 
the  cause  which  law  and  justice  had  fio  often  decided  in 
his  favor.  £xcej)tion8  had  been  taken  by  the  Warwick 
agents  against  having  referees  fiom  MasBachusetts  or  Con- 
necticut, by  reason  of  their  former  difficulties  with  War- 
wick men,  and  a  valid  objection  was  now  made  by  Harris 
agaiuht  any  Kkode  Island  referees,  as  Ijeing  interested  par- 

<  *f  A  ties.    The  council  therclbic  rcconiinended  tliat  tlie  MasnS- 

16  7  V. 

June  trates  of  Plymouth  colony  should  decide  the  questions  be- 
tween  Warwick  and  Fawtuxet,and  that  Rhode  Island  be 
required  to  put  Harris  in  possession  of  his  lands  under  the 
other  four  verdicts,  within  three  months  fiom  the  time  of 
receiving  the  order,  or  otherwise  that  Plymouth  should  see 

julv  it  done.  An  order  to  this  effect  passed  the  couneO,  and 
^  letters  were  prepared  iu  accordance  therewith.'  1 1  urn 
HarriB  was  again  triuuipliant  before  the  liigliest  tribunal 
in  the  realm,  but  justice  was  still  withlield.  Governor 
Winslow  gave  the  parties  a  hearing  and  decided  in  favor 
of  Harris,  confirming  the  verdict  against  Warwick.'  The 
governor  and  council  of  Rhode  IsUnd  received  the  royal 

^lof*  order  brought  over  by  Harris,  and  placed  a  warrant  in  the 
hands  of  the  manhal,  to  execute  judgment  in  accordance 
with  the  verdiotfe.    This  he  attempted  to  do,  but  it  would 

'  The  report  in  Mi  b  entered  b  New  England  papers,  voL  xxxU.  S4£, 
S.P.0.  R.  t  CoL  Bee.,  UL  66. 

'  Oct.  28th  Gov.  Winslow  tammoDed  tlie  parties  interested  in  the  second 
verdict,  utkI  aftt  r  a  fiill  lu  arinp'  confirmed  the  action  of  the  Court  of  Cckii- 
missiom  rs  in  favor  of  Harris.  On  2d  Nov.  he  ^ent  a  report  of  the  cnse  to  tli« 
Kin^r,  now  [>n.'.^orvt'  1  aTiirjin;  the  Tlnrri*  MSS.,  givini^  a  cbar  Statciueut  of  the 
quc«liuu»  iiivulved  iu  thut  cuse,  aud  the  reuaous  uf  hb  de<:iiU0n. 
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seem  tliat  the  plamtifb  themselves  refused  to  leoeiTe  pos-  cuav, 
sessioii  except  in  the  tenns  of  the  verdict,  which  required 
the  defendants  to  run  the  lines.   This  thej  had  not  done,  1 679. 
and  the  inaTshal  properly  refused  to  do  it,  although  ur^^d 

to  do  so  by  tlie  jilaiutiffs.    At  any  rate,  theplaintifts  failed 
to  point  o\it  tlic  lands,  and  the  marslial  made  his  return  ^q** 
in  accordance  with  these  facts.    The  truth  of  this  retiun 
was  denied  by  the  plaintiffs  who  collected  evidence  to  im* 
peach  it.   Harris,  resolute  amid  all  these  ohstacles,  im- 
mediately saOed  for  England  for  the  fourth  time.   On  this  25. 
occasion,  besides  his  Pawtuxet  business,  he  was  the  accred- 
ited agent  of  Connecticut  in  her  claim  agaiast  Rhode  tm^. 
I  land  for  the  Nanaganset  country.    The  ship  was  cap- 
tiired  lij  a  Barbary  corsair,  and  he,  and  nther  piisoiicrs, 
were  taken  to  Algiers,  and  sold  in  public  market  as  slaves. 
For  more  than  a  year  he  remained  in  this  sad  situation,  Feb. 
when  his  ransom  was  effected  at  a  cost  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars.   The  colony  of  Connecticut  became  responsible  ^^gi 
for  the  whole  amount  and  contributed  handsomely  towards 
it.  •  The  money  was  afterwards  refunded  by  his  family. 
Landing  at  Marseilles  in  the  summer  he  travelled  through 
France,  and  broken  duwn  by  the  trials  of  Turkish  bondage, 
died  in  three  days  after  reaching  London. 

Thus  perished  one  of  the  strong  men  of  Rhode  Island. 
He  filled  a  large  space  in  the  early  histoiy  of  the  colony, 
as  an  activOy  determined  man,  resolute  in  mind  and  vig- 
orous-in  body,  delighting  in  conflict,  bold  in  his  views  on 
the  political  dogmas  of  his  time,  fearless  in  his  mode  of  ex- 
pressing them,  striking  always  firmly,  and  often  rashly,  for 
what  he  believed  to  be  the  right,  and  denouncing  with  tlie 
energy  of  a  concentrated  intellect  all  men  or  measures 
that  did  not  conlorm  to  his  ideas  of  truth  or  of  justice. 
His  controversy  with  Eoger  Williams,  we  have  before  re- 
ferred to.  It  was  never  forgotten,  and  scarcely  forgiven, 
by  either  of  these  great  men,  and  presents  the  darkest  blot 
that  rebts  upon  their  characters.    The  public  career  of 
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( i[  VP.  Harris  was  almost  uninterrupted,  except  by  liis  frequent 
Y0fj8,geBj  and  these  were  always  upon  official  bnaioess.  As 

1681.  an  assistant  or  a  deputy,  his  name  constantly  occurs  in 
connection  with  important  trusts,  and  no  man,  unless  it  be 
his  great  opponent,  has  left  a  deeper  mark  upon  the  rec- 
ords of  liis  iState. 

1682.  J^^^  following  his  ileatli,  aDOther  attciu]>t  was 
made  to  settle  the  controversy  between  Providence  and 
Pawtuxet  by  mutual  agreement.    The  line  agreed  upon 
narrowed  the  limits  of  the  Pawtuxet  purchase  more  than 
any  previous  attempt  at  adjustment  had  done.   The  same 
committee  were  to  settle  the  Warwick  dispute.   Both  at- 
tempts failed,  and  tlie  line  between  Providence  and  War- 
wick was  iiually  settled  hj  the  legislature  In  UiOlI^  as  it 
now  exists,  making  the  Pawtuxet  river  the  boundary. 
This  gave  to  Providence  jurisdiction  over  the  litigated 
tract,  which  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream  included 
in  a  bend  of  the  river.   The  other  controversy  was  main- 
tained at  great  cost,  agents  being  employed  in  England, 
and  hearings  had  before  the  royal  council  as  late  as  1706, 
all  to  no  i)ractieal  result.    It  was  finally  settled  by  com- 
promise in  May,  1712,  when  the  line  was  run  and  bomidij 
set  up,  reducing  still  further  the  limits  of  the  Pawtuxet 
purchase.   The  moral  conveyed  in  the  result  of  this  pro* 
tmcted  and  costly  litigation  is  apparent. 
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CHAPTER  XI, 
1678—1686. 

FROM  THE  RENEWAL  OF  THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  THE  SOIL  OF 
RHODi:  ISLAND,  1C7T-8,  TO  THE  SUSPENSION  OF  THE  CHAR- 
TER, JUNE,  1686. 

There  are  many  periods  of  Bhode  Island  histoiy,  ^  xi.^ 
some  of  which  we  have  already  passed,  that  could  not  be 
truly  written  without  a  free  access  to  the  archives  of  the 

British  js^overnmcnt.  To  no  period  does  thi^  remark  ap- 
ply iiiori'  lully  tbaii  to  that  upon  wlii  li  we  entered  at  the 
close  of  the  preceding  chapter.  Tiic  llarris  controversy 
is  scarcely  referred  to  in  the  State  records,  the  oouncil 
minutes  having  heen  sent  to  England  as  evidence.  The 
straggle  for  jurisdiction  that  was  now  to  he  resumed  on 
every  side  against  Bhode  Ishind,  was  soon  transferred  to 
the  English  Court,  in  whose  archives  alone  its  progress 
can  Vie  correctly  traced.  The  disasters  sutrered  by  Rhode 
Island  during  Philip's  war,  furnished  the  occasion  fur  a 
renewal  of  the  disputes  that,  with  one  exce])tion,  had 
been  definitely  settled  by  tlio  royal  commissioners  of  1G64, 
£ven  Connecticut,  as  we  have  seen,  had  acquiesced  for  a 
time  in  the  decision  of  Sir  Bobert  Carr,  but  soon  took 
exceptions  to  that  settlement  based  upon  the  absence  of 
Col.  Nichols,  governor  of  New  York,  who  was  induced, 
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ciiAK  Upon  no  valid  i;ruuiids,  to  dissent  from  the  unauimous 
^J^i^  decree  of  his  colleagues  in  favor  of  Rhode  lalaud.  The 
war  Lad  for  a  time  suspended  the  dispute  in  regard  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  Narraganset,  bat  now  her  claims  were  put 
forwatd  with  increased  eneigy^  on  the  new  ground  that  it 
belonged  to  her  by  right  of  conquest — ^the  same  reason 
that  had  formerly  been  put  forth  by  MassatlmsetlB  ;.ft  r 
the  Pequot  war.  Ma^sachiisettB  alsu  entered  tlio  lickl 
again  as  a  elaiiuaut,  in  -behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  Ather- 
ton  company  ;  and  Plymouth,  not  satisfied  with  the  de- 
cision that  bounded  her  upon  Narraganset  bay^  until  the 
King's  pleasure  should  be  further  known,  injudiciously 
sought  to  re-open  the  question,  assigning  reasons  for  so 
doing  that  may  well  excite  surprise.  Thus  the  ancient 
controversies  with  all  lier  neighbors  were  re-opened,  and 
Rhode  Island,  weakoned  by  j^estilence  and  wasted  by  war, 
was  again  involved  in  the  struggle  for  existence. 

It  18  not  enough  to  say  that,  after  nearly  seventy  years 
of  further  contest,  she  came  out  more  than  Yictoiious 
over  all  her  opponents,  not  only  retaining  the  territory 
which  they  sought  to  wrest  from  her,  but  adding  some- 
thing to  it  from  two  of  them  at  least ;  but  we  must  trace 
the  progress  of  the  8tni^i;le,  if  we  would  have  even  a 
tiiint  idea  uf  ilie  diilicidties  that  l)e.set  her.  At  one  time 
it  will  ap})eai  as  if  all  was  lost,  and  that  the  colony  must 
be  absorbed  by  her  ambitious  sisters,  and  again  the  recu- 
perative eneigy  of  the  sturdy  heretics will  seem  to 
have  already  won  the  battle.  The  plan  of  having  resi- 
dent agents  in  London  soon  came  from  necessity  to  be 
adopted  by  each  of  the  New  England  colonies,  the  record 
of  uho.se  aets,  in  many  cates,  can  only  be  found  among 
the  ait  iii\es  of  the  lionie  government. 

Whde  the  era  upon  wbiok  we  now  enter  is  memorable 
*  for  the  above-named  causes,  the  present  year  is  not  less 
remarkable  for  the  changes  wrought  by  death  in  the  chief 
magistrates  of  the  colony.   No  less  than  three  different 
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governors  filled  that  place  within  five  months,  two  of  cnAP. 
whom  died  in  office.    The  lapse  of  forty  years  was  telling  .3]'^ 
the  tale  of  mortality  upon  the  founders  of  the  State.  1678. 
The  first  generation  of  Bhode  Islanders  was  &st  passing 
away. 

The  force  of  the  colony  at  this  time  was  from  one  Majr 
thousand  to  twelve  hundred  freemen  ahle  to  hear  arms. »  ^' 
At  the  election  Benedict  Arnold  was  ivnun  chosen  gover- 
nor,  and  Major  John  Cranston  deputy  governor.  Gov. 
Arnold  was  then  too  ill  to  attend  the  Assemhiy,  fio  that 
the  engagement  was  administered  to  him  hy  a  committee 
at  bis  own  house.  The  tax  law  was  further  modified  at 
this  session,  and  as  taxation  without  representation  was 
one  of  the  prime  grievances  which,  a  century  later,  roused 
the  American  colonies  to  aims,  it  is  important  to  notice 
how  early  and  deeply-rooted  was  tliis  idea  in  the  Rhode 
Island  mind,  and  how  frequently  it  appears  upon  the  stat- 
ute-book of  the  State.  By  an  existing  law  ^  no  tax  could 
be  assessed  without  a  full  representation  of  deputies  Gcom 
all  the  towns.  This  was  now  amended  so  as  to  require 
I^al  notice  to  be  given,  by  warrant  from  the  governor,  to 
every  town,  that  a  tax  was  to  be  assessed,  without  wliich 
notice  no  lew  could  1)C  made.'  Since  the  creatii»n  uf  tliC 
office  uf  major,  durin<^  rhi]i])*s  war,  the  clmice  <»f  that 
officer  had  devolved  upon  the  militia,  bnt  this  was  now 
changed,  and  all  freemen  were  admitted  to  vote  upon  the 

>  Report  of  Sir  Edmund  AndriM  to  Board  of  Trado  reeeif«d  SUh  April, 

1678,  in  reply  to  queries  on  the  state  of  tlio  New  Et^land  oolonies,  addressed 
to  bim  tlic  day  previous.  A  rough  draft  of  tho  Bcveutcen  queries  is  filed  in 
Br.  S.  I*.  O.  Nf  w  Enirlnnd,  vol.  ii.  p.  140,  aud  the  oriiiiTial  answer  on  pp. 
149,  150.  I'.y  tliisj  tho  rclativo  strength  of  the  enlonit-s  may  be  ascertained. 
Sir  £.  A.  had  lately  returned  from  America,  where  he  had  been  governor  of 
Now  Toik.  Ho  oitimites  Comicetieiil  ftmo  at  8000^  Rhodo  Iduid  1000  to 
1200^  Plymouth  1000  to  1500,  aitd  HassMhueetto  8  to  10,000. 

*  PiuNd  Nov.  6tli,  1672. 

•  It  was  S'»oii  found  ncce««ary  to  rc|)cal  this  act.  The  atrngglc  to  main- 
tain the  rights  of  tho  colony  in  England  often  required  money  to  be  raised  to 
meet  rmorgcncies,  which  mnM  not  be  done  promptly  under  this  statute.  It 
was  therefore  repealed  in  July,  1679. 
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CHAP.  queBtioii,  providoil  they  personally  apjieared  to  do  so,  uyoa 
,^5Jl*  election  day.  A  penuanent  court-martial  for  the  trial  of 
1678.  delinquent  Boldiers  was  instituted,  to  confiist  of  the  major 
and  a  majoritj  of  the  commiflsioned  offioen  of  the  seyeral 
militaty  companies  in  the  colony.  A  bankrupt  law  ms 
also  passed,  based  upon  the  statntes  of  Elisabeth  and 
James.  Five  men-  were  cliosen  as  commi.<sioners  of  bank- 
rupts, who  were  bwurn  to  make  a  just  and  jiroportionate 
distribution  of  insolvent  estates  among  the  creditors. 
They  were  to  notify  parties  interested  to  present  their 
claims^  and  had  full  power  to  do  all  acts  necessaiy  to  the 
fulfilment  of  their  commissions.^  This  law,  for  some  rea- 
son not  apparent,  could  not  stand  the  test  of  the  fiist  case 
June  that  was  brought  up  for  action  under  it,  and  was  repealed 
within  six  weeks,  at  the  begiiiuing  of  the  adjourned  ses- 
sion ul  the  Assembly.  The  conllict  of  land  titles  in  Nar- 
raganset,  among  private  owners  as  well  as  townships,  led 
the  Assembly  to  order  a  survey  and 'plats  to  be  made  of 
the  several  tracts.  They  also  required  all  purchasers, 
who  held  by  Indian  titles,  to  present  their  deeds  to  be 
passed  upon  by  the  Assembly,  in  order  that  the  vacant 
lands  might  be  known  and  should  not  be  settled  upon  ex- 
cept by  their  order.  Fabt  riding  witliiu  the  compact 
parts  of  Newport  was  forbidden  under  a  penalty  of  five 
ehil lings,  on  account  of  an  accident  from  that  cause  which 
had  lately  occurred.  Constables  were  re-appointed  for  the 
towns  in  Eitigs  Province. 

A  greater  accuracy  in  the  terms  employed  in  fmmix^ 
statutes  is  observable  at  this  time.  The  additional  words, 
"and  by  the  authority  tliereof  be  it  ordained,  enacted, 
and  declared,  "  appended  to  the  enacling  clause  of  a  law, 
which  surplusage,  with  slight  modifieatiuns,  cdntiiiued  iii 
use  till  a  very  recent  date,  appear  for  the  iirst  time  at 

'  The  commissioQcra  of  bankrupts  were  the  deputy  governor,  Major  Jolm 
Oruftoti,  ilM  guwral  treMorer,  Pdeg  Saodfoid,  Joim  Coggeshall,  the  gtMotl 
feoofder,  Jobn  Suidlbrd,  and  the  atlonicQr-geimal,  Edmid  BkbiiKiiid. 
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this  sesBion.  Again,  the  law  of  1647  which  empowered  chap. 
the  town  councile  to  appoint  an  "  executor"  upon  the  es-  ^Jt^ 
tate  of  a  deceased  intestate,  was  amended  by  substituting  1078. 
lior  that  term  "  the  word  adminiBtrator  ;  it  being  in  that  ^^^^ 

case  the  more  proper  and  usual  term  in  the  law."  Among 
the  onriosities  of  legislation  may  here  he  cited  the  con- 
cluding clause  of  an  act  making  a  linal  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  the  late  general  sergeant,  which  it  seems  were 
80  iuTolved  as  to  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  auditing 
committee  to  strike  a  balance.  It  was  therefore  voted  to 
call  the  accounts  square,  "  and  that  by  this  act  there  is  a 
full  and  lynall  issue  of  all  ditferences  relating  to  the  said 
accounts  from  the  be*;inninge  of  the  world  unto  this  pres- 
ent Assembly  I A  more  comprehensive  statute  cannot 
well  be  imagined.  The  militai  y  ])ower,  which  during  the 
war  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  town  councilsi 
was  now  taken  from  them,  and  vested  more  completely  in 
the  major-^neral,  who  could  call  out  all  the  troops  for 
exercise  at  his  pleasure,  and  was  subject  only  to  the  orders 
of  the  Assembly,  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  or  their 
council. 

Scarcely  had  the  Assembly  adjourned  when  Gov.  Ar- 
Dold  died.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Newport  for  twen- 
ty-^five  yearn,  having  removed  j&om  Providence  during  the 
division  that  continued  in  the  colony  for  more  than  a 

year  alter  the  revocation  of  Coddington's  commission,  and 
was  vers'  instrumental  in  effecting  the  subsequent  recon- 
ciliation and  union  of  the  towns.  From  that  time  he 
was  almost  constantly  in  public  office,  first  as  a  commis- 
sioner from  Newport  and  then  as  assistant.  For  five 
years  he  was  President  of  the  colony  under  the  old  patent, 
and  was  named  in  the  second  charter  as  governor,  which 
oflice  he  lilled  at  seven  different  times  by  popular  election.' 
His  libcml  views  and  thorough  appreciation  of  the  lUiode 

'  Ha  was  elected  a  coramigsioner  in  1654,  1656 — assistant  In  10.'.',  IGCO- 
Sl^presldetit  in  1678-9,  1 G62-G3— govenror  in  1668-4>5-9, 1670-1-77  and 
78.  and  died  in  luf  aixly-foarth  year. 
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CHAP.  Tfland  idea  uf  iutellectiuil  freedom,  appear  in  lUe  letters 
tbiit,  as  president  of  the  colony,  he  wrote  in  reply  to  the 
Jun^  arrogant  demands  of  the  United  Colonics,  when  they  iiiged 
20.  the  forcible  expulsioii  of  the  Quakers.^  That  he  was  no 
friend  of  the  doctrines,  or  advocate  of  the  condoct,  of  the 
followers  of  Fox,  is  evident  from  his  writings  ;  but  that, 
like  Williams,  he  recognized  the  distinction  between  per- 
secution and  oiijKisition,  between  legal  I'oree  and  moral 
suasion,  as  applied  to  matters  of  (>]tinion,  is  equally  ap- 
parent. In  politics  and  iheolc^  he  was  alike  the  oppo- 
nent of  Coddinglon  and  the  fiiend  of  John  Clarke,  and 
throughout  his  long  and  useiul  life  he  displajed  tcdenta 
of  a  brilliant  order,  which  were  ever  employed  £>r  the  wel- 
fare of  his  fellow-men. 
July  Active  denioustratiuus  were  soon  made  both  here  and 
in  England  by  the  several  claimants  lor  the  j^oil  of  Eho<lo 
Island.  The  first  of  these  proceeded  from  Plymouth  in 
a  letter  to  the  King,  recounting  the  disasters  sustained 
by  that  colony  durii^  the  war.  It  goes  on  to  say,  "  our 
neighbors  of  Bhode  Island  were  once  so  ungratefbl,  after 
we  had  freely  given  them  the  said  island,*  to  accommodate 
them  in  their  distress  when  l>anishcd  bv  the  Massachu- 
setts,  that  by  mibiufurniation  they  olitained  from  your 
i  Majesty  a  good  quantity  of  the  bebt  of  our  land  on  the 
\  maine,  the  same  that  we  now  call  conquest  lands,  but 
better  informed  by  your  commands,  you  were  pleased  to 

'  These  two  letters  aro  printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  i.  pp.  .376-80. 
'  The  claim  hero  ?t  t  np  that  Aquidn.  rk  wa?  "  froely  given,"  is  sonu  what 
rfiuark;il.lL'  in  \ie\v  ut"  iIk-  fiu  t  that  when  ^\'illial^.■<  :\\u[  Clarke,  with  the  Au- 
tinouiuu  cuuiuiittec,  went  to  PljrmouUi  early  in  March,  1637-8,  to  inqaire 
about  th«r  coDtempIated  tetUenieiit  at  Sowams,  that  tpoi  mw  claimod  "a» 
the  gaid«ii  of  Plymoaib  patent,*'  and  the  a|ipUcantB  ware  advised  to  nlect  the 
other  loeatioD,  which  they  hod  aleo  in  view,  Aqnidneck,  hecaoie  it  wae  he> 
yond  the  limits  of  IMymotith  pntont.  See  Clarke's  Nanativo,  or  111  News 
from  X  -  England,  p.  24-5,  mid  ante  chap.  ii.  Xo\r,  forty  vphts  Litor, 
theytLuni.  to  tlio  King,  that  the  island  was  "  freely  piven."  .•m.i  i  liar-:*'  Rlio  lo 
Islnnrl  w  itli  being  *' ungratcfur'  for  the  signal  fnvor  of  having  rteeivtid  at 
their  hands  what  thoy  admitted  at  the  beginning  did  not  lielong  to  them. 
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return  it  again  to  ub.   We  have  reason  to  fear  they  are  chap. 
GOTetiiig  it,  or  part  of  it^  again,  and  it  may  bee  some  of 
them  will  pretende  to  have  a  right  of  purchase  of  the  In-  1678. 

dians,  &c/'  It  next  assails  the  conduct  of  Khode  Island 
duriiiLC  the  war,  iu  tlioso  words :  "  The  triitli  is  the  au- 
thority of  Rhode  Island  being  all  the  time  of  the  warr  in 
the  hands  of  Quakers,  they  scarcely  showed  an  English 
spirit,  either  in  assisting  ub,  their  distressed  neighbors,  or 
relieving  their  own  plantations  upon  the  Mayne/  but 
when,  by  God's  blessing  upon  our  forces,  the  enemy  was 
routed  and  almost  subdued,  they  tooke  in  many  of  our 
eneuiyes  that  were  flving  hei'ore  ns,  thereby  making  profit 
by  our  expence  of  blood  and  treasure,"  (fee." 

These  extracts  indicate  the  spirit  of  the  opponents  of 
Bhode  Island,  and  the  new  line  of  policy  they  had  adopted 
to  obtain  their  ends. 

The  proceedings  of  Massachusetts  and  of  her  agents 
in  England  were  equally  decisive.  A  printed  advertise- 
ment was  bt  ruck  off  in  Boston,  and  soon  afterward  posted 
in  the  town  of  Newport,  signed  by  a  committee  of  the 
Kanaganset  proprietors,  in  right  of  the  Atherton  pur- 
chasezs,  offering  for  sale,  upon  advantageous  terms  to  ac- 
tual settlers,  tracts  of  land  in  that  country,  and  describing 
it  as  being  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Connecticut.* 

'  There  is  more  troth  than  poetry  in  this  claiue  of  ^e  sentence,  nnd  In- 
deed  it  is  the  oafy  trath  contained  in  the  v  Iml.  paragraph.  But  if  the  main« 
land  towTi^.  appreciating  tbc  reasons  of  the  neglect  they  certainly  experienccf^ 
from  the  i-himl,  failoil  to  complain  very  much  about  it,  wf-  ?pe  no  rau«e  why 
rhnnoHth  should  vex  herself  in  their  behalf;  snd  it  couic-s  with  uu  ill  grace 
l"n  in  <in<»  of  the  United  Colonies  when  they  hftd  wantouly  made  Ithode  Island 
tiieir  battle  ground,  and  then  failed  to  leave  a  garrison  wfUiin  her  borders  af- 
ter Ae  great  swamp  fight« 

*  This  letter,  dated  IStli  Jnly,  1677,  and  signed  "Kath.  Morton,  8eoj.,  by 
Older  of  the  Great  Gonrt,**  is  entered  in  Br.  Sw  P.  0.  New  England  papers^ 

vol.  xxxill,  p. 

^  This  handbill  is  signed  hy  Simon  Bradstreet,  John  Saffin  and  Elii^ha 
Unt4  hinvm,  and  is  preserved  in  New  England  papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  t  '.  Br.  S. 
P.  0.,  and  printed  in  R.  I.  Col.  Kec.,  vol  iii.  p.  18,  from  a  copy  in  Mr. 
Brown's  MSS. 
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CHAP.  The  course  pursnod  by  Holden  and  Greene,  as  the 
agents  of  Warwick  in  the  Harris  case^  opened  the  whole 

1678.  discussion  of  the  past  conduct  of  Massacluuetts.  They 
had  protested  against  having  an^rMassachnsetts  referees 

in  a  matter  where  their  town  was  concerned.  This  drew 
an  answer  from  the  agents  of  that  colony, '  wherein  they 
incaiitionsly  ventured  upon  a  sketch  of  tUe  early  history 
Aug.  of  Warwick,  defending  the  acts  of  Massachusetts,  assail- 
ing the  character  of  the  petitioners,  and  charging  Bfaode 
Island  with  disloyalty  upon  sundry  occasions.  This  was 
an  unfortunate  train  of  aigument  for  the  respondents  to 
adopt.  The  Warwick  men  at  once  retorted  with  great 
severity  in  a  petition,  relatiiiL;  the  facts  of  the  case,  ex- 
posing the  fallacies  of  their  op])oiicnts,  repcllincr  their  at- 
tacks upon  the  loyalty  of  Khode  Island,  adducing  record 
proofs  of  the  disloyalty  of  Massachusetts,  and  concluding 
with  a  series  of  requests ;  first,  that  a  Supreme  Court  of 
judicature  OTer  all  the  colonies  may  be  erected  in  New 
England,  whereby  e(j[ual  justice  may  be  rendered,  boun- 
dary disjiutes  be  adjusted,  and  civil  war,  which  nmst  oth- 
erwise result  from  the  oppressions  of  an  in.siilting  aiul 
tyrannical  «2;ovemuient/'  may  be  averted  ;  second,  that 
the  royal  letter  of  166'(>,  confirming  the  acts  of  the  com- 
missioners in  behalf  of  Khode  Island,  may  be  renewed  ; 
third,  that  Connecticut  may  be  compelled  to  restore  the 
town  of  Westerly,  lately  taken  from  Rhode  Island  by 
force  ;  and  lastly,  that  the  decisions  of  MassacKusetts 
against  Warwick  men,  especially  tbe  decree  of  banish- 
ment a;j:ainst  ItiUnLill  Holden,  now  of  thirty-live  years 
standing,  may  l»e  annulled. "  The  petition  was  accnnipa- 
nied  by  a  number  of  documents  going  back  to  the  pui* 

'  WtlHam  Stoughton  and  Ppt*  r  Btilkoly.  Their  answer  is  t»f  the  same 
date  in  London  as  the  handlnll  in  liuttoa,  Jul^  30th,  1078.  The  origiuai 
paper  is  in  Br.  S.  V.  0.,  vol.  iii.  p.  47,  of  New  Kuglaud  papers. 

*  TU  original  of  this  vastwiy  stste  paper»  «i  oondniive  M  U  it  lefan, 
U  filed  in  tiie  Br.  &  P.  0.  New  EngUnd  pftpen^  toL  UL  p.Si-7. 
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chase  of  Warwick,  and  conoboiaiing  tlie  positions  ad-  chap. 
Tanoed  by  its  authors.^  .  J^*^, 

The  General  Assembly  at  the  acyoumed  session  pro-  ^  ^ 78. 
ceeded  at  once  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  gover-  2^; 
nor,  and  William  Coddington  was  chosen.  A  committee 
waited  upon  ^Trs.  Aruuld,  widow  of  the  deceased  gover- 
nor, to  o1»tain  the  charter  and  other  public  pajxjrs,  late  in 
the  othcial  cuf^tody  of  her  hushand.  Attenti*m  was  called 
to  the  Atherton  handbill,  which  had  been  8"t  up  in  Nar- 
raganset  by  John  Baffin,  one  of  the  signers,  whoe  forth- 
with fled  off  the  island  from  the  hands  of  justice."*  A 
declaration  of  ownership  by  Rhode  Island,  and  prohibi- 
tion to  all  persons  ap^ainst  settling  xi\uai  the  lands  witliout 
leave  of  the  Assembly,  was  inmiediately  parsed  ;  eepies 
of  it  were  sent  to  every  town  in  the  colony,  to  be  posted 

*  Tlio?e  tlocuiDeuts  are  not  filed  with  tlie  petition,  but  arc  found  Ecatterod 
smoiig  the  pupers  in  th»  MUM  and  other  Toliiin«%  witfi  otiier  evidence  pre. 
noted  at  differant  times  bj  Holden  ftnil  Greenep  vpon  theso  and  other  poiota 
oooneettd  with  ^ir  miaiioii.   Seven  of  the«e  doenment*  are  eontaiiied  in 

pages  2  lo  S  of  the  anmc  vol.  iii.  of  Now  Kngland  pnper5i,  viz.,  Snbmuuon  of 
N:irm':»nn-'oV-*,  10th  April,  1014.  Kccf j.fi.ni  tluT  'if  by  the  commissioners, 
L'Otli  March,  16G4.  Warning  sent  by  Warwick  to  MasR;ic1inf;->tts  men, 
'iSth  St'pt.,  IfiiM.  Sentence  of  Massachusetts  Court  agaiu-t  fJorton,  ;5d 
Nov.,  1643.  Namiug  aud  booading  of  Kings  Pruviuce,  2Cth  March,  l(j(J4. 
Appointment  of  Rhode  Island  officers  as  jostiees  tliere^  6th  April,  1665. 
CartwrighCs  letter  to  Gorton,  26th  May,  1665.  The  facta  of  which  these 
and  manj  other  papers  deposited  at  this  period  are  oonfirmatoiy  evidence  wo 
Iwse  stated  iu  their  proper  plaee,  btJt  have  not  bcfcro  mentioned  wlK-ro  the 
ofEciiU  copii-i,  if  souj^ht  fjr,  may  bo  found.  Altliough  .« nt  ori;j:inal!y  by 
Warwick  ui>on  t':  -  I!nrr"':  \find  case,  the  general  businov^  of  tli-'  ( •  ilony  .soon  ti  II 
into  their  himd".  1  !.«•  t  oiony  ngents,  Samiiord  and  Baiicy,  appointed  24th 
May,  1C77,  did  not  go  to  England.  The  Warwick  men  diowed  themselves 
taOXj  eompetent  tor  the  most  diflfeult  labors  of  negotiation  or  of  defence,  and 
npon  their  retvm  the  Assembly,  in  Jn!^,  1679,  voted  them  the  snm  of  six^ 
poandi^  of  which  forty*five  pounds  hud  been  disborsed  bj  them  on  the  oolo< 
ny's  account  in  Enjiland,  nnd  the  balance  was  for  their  passage  home. 

■•*  He  was  aftcrwanls  anviitcd  and  impri.sonetl  under  a  wammt  issued  by 
Gov.  Cranston,  1 4th  April,  1G79.  MS.  hies  of  Ma^s.  Hi-t.  Soc  ,  and  a  let. 
tor  was  sent  by  M:issn(-huH.'tt«  to  lUiode  Island,  3d  Juue,  dcuuiuding  Im  re- 
lease—>Trambn]l  papers,  vol,  No.  96— bnt  no  notice  was  talien  of  it  by 
the  Bhode  Iiland  Assembly.  Ha  was  tried,  fined,  and  his  estate  foffelted. 
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CHAP,  in  con8]ti(Miou.s  jjlaces,  and  the  act  was  publifihed  by  beat 
.^^^  of  drum  in  tbe  town  of  Newport. 

16  7  8.  A  case  involving  the  qocstion  of  tlie  revising  power  cf 
the  AsBembly  over  the  proceedings  of  the  Geoenl  Court  of 
Trials,  which  has  since  been  often  agitated  in  this  State, 
was  presented  ;  the  action  upon  which  shows  that  the  im- 
portance of  an  independent  judiciary  was  felt  at  that  early 
day,  and  that  the  A8sem]>]y  clearly  uudtrs^tood  their  legit- 
imate powers,  and  had  ii<>  desire  to  exceed  them.  The 
cane  ut  Sandford  against  Forster  had  ]>een  twice  legally 
tried  l>y  the  Court,  when  one  Colson  petitioned  the  l^js- 
lature,  in  behalf  of  the  defendant,  for  a  reversal  of  judgment. 
We  quote  the  language  of  the  vote  upon  this  petition : 
This  Assembly  conceive  that  it  doth  not  properly  belong 
to  them,  or  anywise  within  their  recognizance,  to  judge  or 
to  Tcverfic  any  sentence  or  judgment  passed  by  the  Gener- 
all  Court  of  TryallB.  according  to  law,  except  capitall  or 
criminail  cases,  or  mulct  or  tines." 
(»<  t.  When  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Assembly  was 
held,  Governor  Coddington  was  on  his  death-bed.  "  He 
■  died  November  1st,  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  a 
good  man,  full  of  days.''  ^  He  was  a  man  <tf  vigorous  in- 
tellect, of  strong  passions,  earnest  in  whatever  he  under- 
took, and  self-reliant  in  all  his  actions.  Such  a  man  could 
not  fall  ti)  (K  cupy  a  prouiiuent  place  in  any  connnunity. 
He  was  one  of  the  Assistants  of  the  Massachusetts  Com- 
pany in  England,  came  qver  with  it  to  America,  and  was 
a  leading  merchant  in  Boston,  where  he  built  the  first  brick 
house.  With  the  larger  number  of  the  more  liberal  and 
educated  people  of  that  town,  he  espoused  the  Antinomian 
views,  and  ujion  the  overthrow  of  that  cause,  emigrated  to 
Aquedneck.  which  island  lie  jturchased  in  his  own  name 
for  liiu)s(  If  and  associates.  He  was  made  the  first  judcre 
or  cliief  magistrate  of  the  new  colony,  and  continued  to  he 
its  governor  till  the  union  of  the  towns  under  the  first 

*  Callendci't  Dedication,  p.  53,  B.  L  H.  C,  It. 
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patent.  In  Newport  be  was  the  first  person  who  ever  en-  ohap. 
gaged  in  commerce.  The  diBtraction  that  prevailed  in  the  >J^ 
colony  was  no  doubt  the  motive  of  his  voyage  to  England  ^^^^ 
to  obtain  a  commission  as  governor  of  the  island  for  life. 

This  was  ;i  direct,  and  as  tlie  event  proved,  an  unwarranted 
usurpation,  in  which  he  was  opposed  by  Clarke,  Arnold,  and 
Dearly  aU  the  freemen  of  the  ibland,  and  for  which  we  can 
best  account  in  the  words  of  one  who  thorou'_ddy  appreci- 
ated the  prmciples  and  the  men  of  early  Rhode  Island. 

He  had  in  him  a  little  too  much  of  the  future  for  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  a  little  too  much  of  the  past  for  Rhode 
Island,  as  she  then  was."  *  After  the  revocation  of  his 
power  lie  led  a  retired  life  for  many  years.  During  this 
interval,  he  embraced  tlie  views  of  the  FriendB,  and  wtis 
distinguished  for  Ids  zeal  in  their  cause,  and  the  vigor  >vith 
which  he  combated  those  who  differed  from  his  opinions. 
Latterly  he  had  engaged  to  some  extent  in  public  affairs. 
He  was  once  elected  deputy  governor  and  three  times  gov- 
ernor, in  which  office  he  died.'' 

The  Assembly  adjourned  till  the  following  Monday,  4. 
when  Conanicut  island  was  incorporated  as  a  township, 
and  called  Jamestown  in  honor  of  the  King.  Another  ad- 
journment then  took  place,  probably  for  the  funeral  of  Gov. 
Coddington,  after  which  the  chief  business  of  the  session 
was  transacted.  The  deputy  governor^  John  Cranston,  was 
then  elected  Governor,  and  the  first  Assistant  from  New-  15. 
port,  James  Barker,  was  chosen  deputy  governor.  Each 
took  the  engagement  to  his  new  office  and  was  formally  ab- 
solved from  his  previous  oiiicial  engagements.  The  two 
Assistants  next  to  Barker  were  each  raised  one  step  with- 
out taking  a  new  ei^gement,  and  a  third  Assistant,  Caleb 
Carr,  was  elected  and  engaged.   The  charter  and  other 

'  Chief  Jostioe  Dnrfee's  HIstorieal  DiMOinne,  p.  16. 

'  lie  was  a  dApttty  from  Newport  iu  Marcb,  1666,  and  an  anistuut  in  Oc- 
tober of  that  year.  In  1 673  he  was  chosen  deputy  governor,  und  the  two 
followiiig  years  governor,  and  again  in  Angntt,         by  the  Astembly. 

VOL.  I — 29 
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CHAP,  papers,  as  usual,  were  obtained  from  Mtb.  Coddington  and 

placed  in  custody  oi  the  new  governor.  1  he  duj^licate 
1078.  coy>y  of  the  ehiirter,  which  had  hitherto  been  kept  by  John 
^    *  Clarke,  was  also  obtained  from  lim  executon^,  and  has  ever 

since  been  preserved,  first  in  the  custody  of  the  deputjr 

gOTernor,  and  then  by  the  Gbneral  Assembly  in  the  Secie^ 

taty'a  office.* 

10.         A  rate  of  tliree  hundred  pounds  was  laid.   As  tikis  was 

tlie  tirst  tax  assessed  since  the  war,  the  great  disproportion 
uhscrvcd  in  its  allotments,  indicatcB  the  relative  degree  in 
which  the  towns  had  sufl'ered.  A  comi)arison  ui"  this  with 
previous  taxes  will  show  how  recent  events  had  afiected 
the  prosperity  of  different  portions  of  the  colony.  New- 
port was  assessed  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  pounds^  Porto- 
mouth  sixty-eight,  New  Shoreham  and  Jamestown  each 
twenty-nine,  Provideuoc  ten,  Warwick  eight,  Kingston 
sixteen,  one-half  of  which  was  afterwards  renutted,  Eaft 
Greenwich  and  Westerly  two  pounds  each.  Thus  it  will 
be  seen  that  while  every  town  bore  its  share,  the  two  towns 
on  Aquedneck  paid  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
levy,  the  three  islands  together  paid  seven-eighths  of  the 
tax,  and  the  five  mainland  towns  less  than  one-eighth 
So  great  a  disproportion  has  never  been  observed  before  or 
since.  Tlie  prices  placed  upon  articles  of  food  and  rai- 
ment, ia  cumnjutatiun  uf  this  tax,  give  iis  vahiable  infor- 
mation as  to  the  cost  of  living  at  this  time.  Fresh  pork 
was  valued  at  two  pence  a  pound,  salted  and  well  packed 
pork,  fifty  shillings  a  barrel,  fresh  beef  twelve  shiUings  a 
hundred  weight,  packed  beef,  in  barrels,  thirty  shillings  a 

^  At  tHe  Jamuuy  tesaion  of  the  premt  jear,'  1S58,  it  wm  "BMdlwd, 
That  the  Secretary  cauM  the  original  duuter,  granted  to  this  Slate  when  a 
colony,  by  King  Charles  II.,  nnd  tbe  copy  thereoi^  to  be  framed  aod  protected, 

in  eufh  nmnncr  ns  to  ensure  tbeir  preservation;  and  that  he  deposit  the  du- 
pllcnte  of  siiid  charter  in  the  cabinrt  of  the  Rhode  Island  Hi-trri,  il  Socif-tr, 
for  safe  koepiupj ;  and  that  th*»  ro«t  <>f  -ucli  rrame«^      allowcii  ;>t!il  }>.i!»i 
of  tlic  State  Treasury,  upon  the  order  ot  the  State  auditor."    Thk  Itst^  ac* 
oordingly  been  done. 
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handled^  pease,  and  barley  malt,  two  and  ei^^ience  a  bnsb-  chap. 

el,  corn  and  Imriey,  two  shillings,  washed  wool,  -sixpence  a 
pound,  and  gtxxi  lirkin  butter,  five  pence.'  Most  of  this  16  78. 
tax  was  paid  in  wool,  and  the  price  reduced  to  tive  ])enee. 
A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners 
at  Providence  iipon  the  Harris  land  cases,  presented  hj 
the  two  Bhode  Island  members  of  that  tribunal,  was  or* 
dered  to  be  forwarded  to  his  Majesty,  which  was  done,  with 
a  letter  from  the  governor.* 

The  Warwick  agents  were  fully  employed  at  this  time, 
not  ouiy  with  their  immediate  business,  but  in  a  defence 
of  the  rights  of  the  colony,  incidentally  forced  upon  them 
by  her  opponents.  Richard  Smith,  in  behalf  of  the  Kar- 
raganset  proprietors,  had  sent  a  petition  to  the  King,  set- 
ting forth  the  Oonnecticnt  claim,  and  the  defenceless  con- 
dition of  Rhode  Island  during  the  war,  and  praying  that 
their  country  with  the  adjacent  islands,  Conanicut,  Dutch, 
Patience,  and  lloju*,  nught  be  restored  to  Connecticut. 
The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  Hol- 
dcn  and  Greene  were  called  upon  for  information  on  the 
sabjeet,  and  to  answer  the  ayennents  of  the  petitioners,' 
This  they  did,  in  behalf  of  the  colony,  with  signal  ability, 
defending  the  claim  of  Rhode  Island  nnder  the  charter, 
and  vindicating  her  conduct  in  the  war.*  The  printed  ad- 
vertisement of  the  Narraganset  lands,  having  been  sent  out 


^  A  cfjm[  arison  of  thi*i  tax  with  that  levied  for  the  saaic  amount  in  June, 
1G70,  ron-l!>Iy  ilhistnitt's  tlio  (liangcs  wrought  by  the  war.  A  like  com- 
pariaoa  of  prices  with  tiiu&e  current  iu  Oct.,  1C70,  shows  a  lurg«  ilcclmc 
in  sH  the  staple  articles  of  life^  while  the  relatiTe  valaei  of  Engtidi 
and  ooloiual  cmrency,  as  there  stated,  xemained  about  the  s«iae»  and 
henoe  the  rednetioD  of  BterBog  to  federal  moaeif,  tfieie  given^  irill  ansirer  ftr 
tiiis  period. 

*  The  letter  is  filed  in  Br.  S.  F.  0.,  New  Eogland,  -vol.  xxxii.  p.  344. 

*  Tlie  original  petition  and  order  in  council  thereupon,  July  3d,  1678,  are 
in  New  England  papers,  ToL  iii.  p.  88-40,  Br.     P.  0.,  and  are  printed  in  B. 

L  r..i.  Re.  iii.  no-}. 

'  i  ll  oii^^inul  paper  id  ia  Br.  S.  P.  0,,  New  Eoglood,  voL  iii.  p.  42— 
priuted  iu  IL  I.  Cul.  Rec,  iii.  60-2. 
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CfiAP.  to  Holden  aiul  Greene,  was  presented  by  tlieiii  to  the  royal 
„„^^  council,  and  an  order  was  at  once  issued  for  the  Mas^aclm- 
16  78.  setts  ogeuts  to  appear  and  show  upon  what  title  the  lands 
^l'^'  were  claimed.'    Stauglitoii  and  Bulkelev  informed  the 
council  that  it  was  a  private  claim.   This  admissioii,  to- 
gether with  the  lepresentationB  of  Holden  and  Cheene  in 
answer  to  Smith's  petition,  wiere  emhodied  in  an  order  of 
13^     council,-'  issued  the  same  iLiy,  requiring  that  notice  should 
Le  sent  to  New  England  to  leave  Kings  Province  in  its 
present  condition,  and  tliat  tliose  who  claimed  ownership 
or  jurisdiction  there,  should  forthwith  send  agents  to  prove 
their  rights  hefore  the  King.  The  following  week,  upon 
petition  of  Bandal  Holden^  a  petemptoiy  order  was  issued 
annulling  the  sentence  of  bainslmient  passed  by  the  Mas- 
tjaehusctts  Court  against  Iloldon  and  his  associates,  the 
men  of  Warwick,  thirty-five  years  before,  and  command- 
ing  the  said  Court  to  repeal  the  same  and  to  allow  these 
pewions,  at  all  times,  free  access  within  their  jurisdiction. 
The  terms  of  this  order  were  unusually  decided,  and  incB- 
cate  a  strong  feeling  of  condemnation,  in  the  royal  ooon- 
cil,  at  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  Massachueette  towards  the 
adherents  of  Gorton.* 
16T8-9  Warwick  men  having  concluded  their  mission  in 

Jan.  England  were  about  to  return  home,  when  another  matter 
occurred  to  cause  their  delay  for  a  few  weeks.  John 
Crowne  petitioned  for  the  grant  of  Mount  Hope,  lately 
conquered  from  the  Indians,  as  an  ofibet  to  losses  sustain- 
'  '  .  ed  by  his  &mily  in  the  King^s  service  in  Acadia.^  A 
note  was  addressed  by  the  council  to  the  agents  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  of  Warwick,  uic|uiring  about  the  extent, 

*  Thk  order  b  entend  in  toI.  xxzii.  p.  895,  N«ir  England  papers,  Br.  S, 
P.  0.  Sm  A.  I.  CoL  Rec,  ilL  62. 

*  N«ir  Engliiiid  pftpen,  toI  xxxii.  p.  80S,  Br.  S.  P.  0.   B.  I.  Col  Bee, 

ill  G3. 

'  Hm  original  petition  is  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eogland  papcn^  tqL  iiL  p. 

49,  aTi<l  thr  nn^  r  npon  it  is  in  vol.  xxxii,  p.  312. 
«  Br.  t>.  L\  0.,  New  EngUmd,  vol  iu.  p.  62. 
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value,  and  proprietorship  of  Moant  Hope.'    To  this  Hol-  chap. 
den  and  Gteene  replied  that  the  tract  contained  ahout  four 
thousand  acres,  was  worth  as  many  pounds,  and  that  the  1 6  7  <j. 
propriety  was  in  the  King.   Staughton  and  Bulkeley    3  ' 

estimated  it  at  about  six  thousand  acres,  could  not  judge 
of  the  value,  and  claimed  that  it  was  included  in  Plymouth 
j)atent.*  The  diversity  of  these  replien  led  the  council  to 
onkr  that  inquiriea  on  the  same  points  be  made  to  the 
£mr.  colonies  in  the  same  letter  that  was  preparing  to  be 
sent  to  them  concerning  Nanaganset.*  This  letter,  draft* 
ed  in  accordance  witii  the  order  in  cooncil  of  two  months 
before,  recapitulated  the  points  in  dispnte  ahont  Karra- 
ganset,  and  required  claimants  to  send  agents  to  England  22. 
to  prove  their  rights.  It  also  made  inquiries  about  Mount 
Hope,'  and  became,  as  we  shall  see,  a  fruitful  source  of 
contention  in  a  few  months.^ 

At  the  next  General  Assembly  all  the  towns  except  /^^'** 
Westerly  aqd  Kingstown  were  represented  by  deputies. 
As  we  haye'.  befbre  stated,  it  was  the  custom  to  organize  * 
on  the  day  preyions  to  the  election  in  order  to  admit  1^:^ 
men.  Those  who  had  l)eeu  received  as  freemen  of  the 
towns  were,  on  these  occasions,  made  freemen  of  tht  r  )lony. 
Although.ln  fact  but  one  session,  the  two  Assemblies,  one 
meeting  the  day  before  and  the  other  upon  clectic^.  day, 
were  technically  considered  as  distinct  bodies,  as  indeed 
they  were^  and  the  towns  chose  their  deputies  for  the 
spring  sesaons  to  attend  both  Assemblies.   The  changes 

'  Pr.  S.  ?.  0..  Now  England,  vol.  xxxH.  p.  1<    R  I.  Col.  Rec,  iii. 

'  I'lie  ori.rina!s  of  thf>=p  two  replies  ftro  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  N«W  EogUod,  vol. 
iii.  pi>.  .VO,  ui.    li  I.  Col.  lieo.,  iii.  MT-S. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  EnglauJ,  wL  xxxii.  p.  336.    R  I.  Col.  Rec.,  iii.  38. 

^  The  H omtt  Bope  SMttar  wm  Mttl«d  in  tt<rw  of  PlynMnith,  hj  Report  of 
ib»  Boiurd  of  Tnde,  iHk  Deo.,  1679,  appror<$d  by  the  C<nmcfl  31ft  Deo.  Br. 
S.  P.  O.,  New  EngUnd,  voL  iiL  p.  84-7,  and  conBnnod  by  royal  letter,  l2tli 
Jan.,  1679-80,  vol.  xxxii.  p.  315— granting  their  petitioner  1ft  Jolj,  1679, 
roL  xxxiii.  p.  15,  R  I.  Col.  Roc.,  iii.  64^6. 

*  Br.  S.  r.  O.,  New  Ei^gknd,  roL  xuiL  p.  33d.  E.  L  Col  Bee,  iii  4a 
1  M.  U.  C,  V. 
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C^AP.  made  on  election  day  were  among  the  general  officers  and 
AflsiBtants^  who  were  cboBen  by  popular  vote.  Themeetiiigi 

1  c  7  9.  of  the  Asflembly  were  held  at  hotels  or  m  private  hooaea. 
The  Tote  of  those  present  was  by  baUot^  odlected  in  a  hat. 
Proxy  votes  were  opened  by  a  committee,  and  the  Be* 
curder  made  ;i  list  of  the  names  of  all  those  who  voted. 
7,  At  this  election,  the  choice  of  John  Cranston  as  p:overnor, 
made  by  the  Assembly  upon  the  death  of  Coddington,  was 
^     confirmed  by  the  people,  and  Walter  Clarke  was  elected 

^      deputy  governor. 

A  custom  had  grown  up  among  sundry  peisons,  beizig 
evill-minded/'  of  overworking  their  own  servants,  and  of 
hiring  other  men's  servants  and  under-lettinj]^  them,  to  la- 
l)or  on  Sunday.  A  law  was  ])assed  to  prevent  tliis  iohii- 
manity,  anti  al-o  to  forbid  <;aming,  sporting:,  and  tipphug 
on  the  lirst  day  ol  the  week,  under  penalty  of  the  stocks, 
or  a  fine.  The  frauds  practised  by  sailor  landlords  upon 
seamen,  caused  a  law  to  be  passed  that  no  such  personi 
*  who  should  trust  a  sailor,  that  had  been  shipped,  jfor  a 
sum  greater  than  five  shillings,  without  an  order  from  his 
captain,  could  recover  the  debt  ;  and  phould  he  attempt 
to  do  so  he  rendered  liiuisell  ]itil)le  for  dauiages  at  the  suit 
of  the  master.  The  master  of  everv  vessel  of  over  twentv 
tons  burthen  was  required  to  report  himselt*  to  the  head  of- 
ficer of  the  town  upon  arrival  and  departure,  and  if  over  ten 
days  in  port  then  to  set  up  notice  in  two  pubUc  places  in 
the  town  three  days  befi)Te  sailing/  This  act  was  passed  in 
view  of  the  English  acts  of  trade  and  navigation  which 
afterwards  became  so  fruitful  a  source  of  contention  be- 
tween the  mother  countrv  and  her  Anierii  an  colonies. 

The  ti)lony  now  adopted  the  nile  of  paying  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  also  of 
the  Court  of  Trials,  for  board  and  lodging  during  their  at- 

'  This  latter  refjnlation  still  exists  in  somo  countries  and  is  applied  to  uil 
travellen*,  who,  ia  Ruana  at  this  day,  must  advcrtUe  tUeir  intentioa  to 
leave,  that  creditors  may  hare  full  nc^ce. 
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tendance.  The  suidb  collected  by  fines  and  forfeitures  ciiai'. 
were  appropriated  to  this  purpose.  The  law  of  1658  to  sj^:^ 
prevent  innoyation  in  the  government  of  the  odonywae  ^S?^' 
revised,  pronouncing  forfeiture  of  the  entire  estates  of  aU 

persons  vlio  phonld  buLject  tlieir  lands,  lying  within  the 
juiisdictioii  <.l"  tliis  colony,  to  lliat  ut' any  other  srovernment. 
There  was  ample  occasion  for  severe  legijslatioii  upon  this 
point.  The  settlement  of  Narraganset  by  Rhode  Island 
men  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Connecticut^  and  drawn 
from  that  colony  a  letter  demanding  the  recall  of  those 
settlers  ;  to  which  Rhode  Island  replied,  re^tting  a  re- 
newal of  tlie  strife,  l>ut  asserting  iicr  claim,  and  looking 
fur  justice  to  God  and  the  King.'  The  General  Assemhly 
of  Connecticut  appointed  oMcers  in  Narraganset,  and  cm-  ^• 
powered  the  governor  and  council  to  punish  intruders^  to 
treat  with  Bhode  Island^  and  to  settle  the  country. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  Warwick  agents  hearing  the 
royal  letter  of  inquiry  concerning  Narraganset  and  Mount 
Hope,  the  goveruui  j  by  wanani,  convened  the  Assembly. 
A  prohibition  was  sent  to  Westerly  and  Kingstown  for- 
bidding any  persons  from  there  exercising  authority  under 
any  other  government^  and  requiring  all  the  residents  of 
Kings  Province  to  render  obedience  to  this.*  The  magis- 
trates were  required  to  hold  courts  in  Kings  Province  as 
often  as  the  governor  should  see  cause,  the  better  to  en- 
force the  King's  commands.  The  arrival  of  Sir  lldnmnd 
Andros,  governor  (»f  New  Viuk,  IteiiiLC  daily  exjiected,  pro- 
vision was  made  lor  his  reception  at  the  public  expense. 
He  was  then  on  Ids  way  home,  and  was  making  tlie  tour 
of  New  England  under  orders  to  report  upon  the  condition 
of  these  colonies.  It  happened  fortunately  for  Rhode 
Island,  when  a  few  years  later  she,  vrith  the  rest  of  New 

*  Thb  two  letters,  dated  April  7th  and  2l5t,  1079,  are  in  vul.  I  p.  240-4 
of  MS.  <)0(le»  of  Oonn.  raoordt  in  ihe  eabinet  of  the  &.  I.  Hist  Soc. 

*  The  pcoliibilioB  ii  enteied  tipott  <he  ceoovdi,  and  b  in  It  J.  CoL  Be&,iii. 
40-2. 
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CHAP.  England,  was  placed  under  bis  goremment^  that  thiB 
,J|^  timely  civility  had  been  shown  to  the  royal  governor ; 
10  7  9.  but  at  this  time  no  such  calamity  could  have  be^  antict- 
^"^^  pated. 

A  waiTciut  was  issued  for  the  arrest  of  Richard  Smith 
on  account  of  Ills  petition  to  the  King  on  hehalf  of  Con- 
necticut. He  was  to  be  examined  preparatory  to  drafting 
the  letter  that  was  to  be  sent  to  England  in  leply  to  the 
royal  missive  brought  by  Holden  and  Greene.  A  survey  of 
Mount  Hope  was  ordered  to  be  made  for  the  same  puipoae, 
and  other  examinations,  in  respect  to  Narragaoset,  were 
made  on  each  «de  of  the  question.  The  testimonies  of 
John  (  ireeiiL  nul  uf  Roger  Williams  were  taken  upon  the 
2^  factti  of  the  iirst  settlement  of  Narragansot  by  Richard 
Smith,  and  a  lengthy  petition  was  signed  by  a  laige  num- 
ber of  the  people  of  Narragaiiset  praying  that  they  may  be 
erected  into  a  distinct  government.*   The  letter  <tf  Rhode 

^^l^  Island  to  the  King  was  accompanied  by  a  pkn  of  Moont 
Hope,  which  tract  was  supposed  to  contMu  about  seven 
thousand  acres  and  was  valued  at  three  thou,  aiul  poimdsj 
and  it  asked  that  Kings  Province  may  be  pi-eserved  to 
lihode  Ittland  as  accorded  in  the  charter.^  The  United 
Colonies  in  their  reply  to  the  royal  letter  claimed  Mount 
Hope  for  Plymouth  and  Narraganset  for  Connecticai, 
and  indulged  in  the  usual  vituperation  of  Bhode  Island.' 

SJ>|t-  A  court  was  held  at  Westwly,  in  his  Majesty's  name, 
by  the  magistrates  of  Rhode  Island,  at  which  an  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  Kinj;  and  fidelity  to  the  colony  was  ad- 
ministered, and  signed  by  thirty-three  ireemen.  The  Conr 
necticut  Court  for  that  county  was  then  sitting  at  New 
London.  A  protest  was  sent  by  Governor  Leete  upon  this 
subject.   A  prompt  reply  was  returned  by  Gh>venior  Cran- 

'  These  papers  aru  aU  filed  iu  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Now  England,  voL  UL  pp.  44, 
6S,  69,  6a   R.  L  Col  Be&»  iiL  6%  66-60. 

*  Ongual  nt  lfai»  letter  U  in  New  Ei^gUuia  p«|i«n^  vol  IIL  pL      in  Br.  & 
P.  O.,  B.  I.  CoL  Bee.,  iiL  4S-^  1  M.  H.  C,  328. 

*  1  M.  H.  C,  T.  m  Notfenad  in  Br.  8.  P.  O. 
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BtonJUBtifying  the  proceedings  of  the  Bhode  Island  Court,  chap. 
The  mam  energetic  eonTge  was  punned  by  the  Conrt  of  ^' 

Trials.  John  Hailiii,  uiic  uf  the  signers  of  the  obnoxious 
h  iiiflV-ill,  before  (leseril)ed,  and  wlio  had  posted  tlie  same 
III  Newport,  haviug  been  arrested,  was  imprisoned,  tried, 
and  sentenced  to  pay  a  iine  and  to  forfeit  his  estates  in 
Narraganset  Bichaid  Smith  was  arraigned  at  the  same 
term  but  dischaiged,  owing  to  a  flaw  in  the  indictment.' 

The  Oonnecticnt  Assembly,  in  compliance  with  the  ^ 
Kinjifs  command,  empowered  the  council  to  send  an  agent 
to  England  to  defend  the  claiui  of  that  colony  to  Narra- 
ganset,  and  designated  William  Harris  of  Pav,  Uixet  as  a 
suitable  person.  They  aln  >  disavowed  the  late  Court  held 
by  Gk>Yemor  Cranston  at  Westerly^  forbidding  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Stonington  in  any  way  to  recognize  the  same,  and 
protested  against  any  other  act  of  jurisdiction  heretofore, 
or  hereafter  to  be,  exercised  by  Khode  Island  in  tlie  Nar- 
ra<xnnset  conntrv.  ^lassachnsctts  also  resented  tlie  j^riev- 
ances  of  her  people,  and  upon  the  suit  of  John  8aliin  ar- 
rested  John  Albro,  an  Assistant  of  Bhode  Island, 
then  in  Boston.  He  was  dischaiged  at  once^  and  the 
slight  expense  incurred  by  this  annoyance  was  met  by  the 
Assembly.  This  body  met  at  the  usual  time  and  contin-  30. 
ued  in  session,  with  several  adjournments,  more  than  two 
months.  Their  first  action  was  upon  11  petition  from  the 
town  of  Westerly  that  the  western  line  of  the  colony 
should  be  run.  It  was  voted  to  do  so,  surveyors  were  ap-  ^iJfj^* 
pointed^  and  notice  was  sent  to  Connecticut  requesting  the 
concurrence  of  that  colony  in  the  survey.  This  was  a  cool 
rejoinder  to  the  recent  fulminationsfrom  that  quarter,  but 
was  perhaps  the  best  notice  that  could  be  taken  of  them. 

The  sanK^  subject  was  at  this  time  oeenpying  the  royal 
council    A  brief  historical  sketch  of  Narraganset,  drawn  ^4^' 

'  Tiib  was  at  the  May  term  of  the  Ck>urt.  Letters  IVoia  Saiiln  auU  Smith, 
4at«d  Mftj  28d  atid  SSth,  to  Sec.  Allen  of  Oonoeolioat,  giving  an  acooant  of 
tfaair  tritil  an  in  MS.  nooidi  of  Cono.,  ▼«!.  1 1».  360-2,  in  IL  I.  Hiit.  Soo. 
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CHAPl  up  by  Holden  and  Greene,  was  read/  and  a  Ml  report 
made  hj  the  Board  of  Trade  soon  afler,  upon  the  goT- 
1679.  emment  and  propriety  of  Kings  Province,  lecitiDg  the 
progress  of  the  dispute  to  this  period,  and  recommending 

that  a  commission  be  sent  out  to  examine  the  subject,  as 
it  was  too  complicated  for  the  Board  to  decide.' 

11,  Connecticut  replied  to  tlie  last  proposition  of  Rhode 
Island,  refusing  to  run  the  line,  and  givii^  notice  of  tlie 
appointment  of  an  agent  to  adjust  the  dispute  in  "RngliMfiif 

^  Jan!  Rhode  Island  might  also  send  one  if  she  chose.'  At 
an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  a  letter 
was  addressed  to  the  King,  advising  his  Majesty  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  by  Connecticut,  and  asking  that 
time  may  be  allowed  to  Kho(k'  Island  to  make  her  reply 
before  tinal  judging nt  in  the  case.* 

12.  The  grant  of  Mount  Hope  to  Plymouth  by  royal  let- 
ter' decided  the  petition  of  John  Growne,  so  bug  pending 

Feb.  before  the  council  He  then  made  a  new  applicataoo,  pe- 
^*  titioning  the  King  for  the  grant  of  Boston  neck  in  Nam- 
ganh>ut/  This,  like  itb  predecessor,  was  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  met  the  same  fate.  The  lands  of 
Potawomet,  about  which  there  had  been  frequent  conten- 
M^ch  ^1^^^  between  Warwick  and  her  neighbors,  botii  Indian  and 
English,  were  finally  disposed  of  in  town  meeting,  by  di- 
vision into  fifty  equal  parts  or  rights,  and  the  names  of  the 
proprietors  were  inserted  on  the  records.' 

A  letter  containiiif!;  twenty-seven  queries  from  the 
Board  of  Tradc^  relating  to  the  condition  of  Bhode  Island^ 

*  Br.  fl.  P.  O.,  Naw  Eng.  toL  iii  p.  4S. 

*  This  xepart  It  withoat  date,  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,New  ^g**"**,  voL  iiL  p.  IS* 

13. 

'  Conn.  MSS.,  vol.  i.  p.  2u-i  in  R.  I.  liibt.  Soc.    A  ropy  of  the  Conuccti- 
ont  instrnction!*  to  W.  Han  i.-  is  in  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  KiirT'.:in(l,  v..1.  iii.  p.  107. 

*  Original  liled  in  lir.  8.  l\  O.,  New  Kag.  vol.  iii,  p.  9a,  R  1.  CoL 
Rec,  iiu  76. 

*  N.  E.,  vol  zzxii.  pu  816,  Br.  &  P.  0. 
•N.  E.,  vol  UL  p.  BS,  Br.  S.  P.  0. 
^  Warwick  fMoidi,  Muck  Sth,  1680. 
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haying  been  received,  was  probably  the  cause  of  a  special  chap. 
xneeting  of  the  Assembly.  A  committee  of  seventeen  per- 
ecms  was  appoinrted  to  coUect  the  necessary  information  in     ^  ^• 

reply.  The  severe  illness  of  the  governor  compelled  an  ad-  n 
juuinmeiit.  He  exi>ircd  the  next  day,  being  tke  third  gov-  12, 
emor  who  had  died  in  office  within  two  yeais. 

Governor  John  Cranston  had  bornp  a  distinguished 
part  in  the  histoiy  of  the  cobny,  and  filled  the  highest 
militaiy  and  civil  positions  in  its  gift  He  was  the  first 
who  ever  held  the  place  of  Major-general,  having  been  se- 
lected to  command  all  the  militia  of  the  colony  during 
Philip's  war.  and  he  was  the  father  of  a  future  governor 
who  became  still  more  distinguished  for  his  protracted 
public  service.  Major  Feleg  Sandford  was  elected  by  the  le. 
Assembly  to  fill  the  vacancy.  This  was  confirmed  by  the 
people  at  the  general  election,  and  Walter  Clarke  was 
again  chosen  deputy  governor.  A  bell  was  now  provided  ' 
for  calling  together  the  Assembly,  the  Courts,  and  the 
CouiiLil,  and  ordered  to  be  set  up  iu  some  cunvenicnt  })lace. 
A  conmuttee  was  appointed  to  make  a  digest  of  the  laws 
"  that  they  may  be  ])utt  iu  print."  *  The  prudent  limita- 
tion of  the  power  to  be  exercised  over  the  Courts,  prescribed 
by  a  previous  Assembly,*  was  swept  away  at  this  session 
by  a  vote  ''that  in  all  actionall  cases  brought  to  the 
General!  Courts  of  Trj  alls,  if  either  plaintiff  or  defendant 
be  afrgrieved  after  judgment  entered  in  Court,  they  may 
and  have  liberty  to  make  their  appealo  to  the  next  Gen- 
erall  Assembly  for  relicfe,  provided  such  appeale  be  made 
in  the  Becorder's  office  tenn  days'  time  after  judgment  en- 
tered as  aforesaid ;  as  also  such  person  or  persons  eoe  ap- 
pealinge,  shall  first  pay  cost  of  Court,  and  give  in  bond  as 

'  We  infer  thnt  they  did  not  d!w«lmr<»<*  tho  who!«»  of  thoir  duties,  as  the 
curlii'st  priiitf  1  copy  of  th«  laws  now  kiinun  is  dated  lliU,  and  repeated  at- 
touipti»  were  vaiuljr  uiudc  hy  ihe  huiite  guvcriiioeut  to  procure  from  Rhode 
aad  m  copy  of  tlM  lawt,     we  dull  preaentlj  tae ;  and  ^  oould  nol  ham 
been  the  otee  luA  •  digest  been  pioridfld. 

^Aiagfut,  167S 
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CHAP,  in  case  of  review,  and  llieieupon  execution  shall  be  stopped 
till  the  determination  of  the  Assemhly  be  knowne."  It 

168  0.  t^houklbe  remcmbcrod  that  the  General  Court  of  Trials 
'  was  composed  ot  the  General  Council,  being  the  governor 
and  assistants,  or  what  afterwards  became  the  upper  house 
of  Assembly,  who,  at  this  time,  formed  a  part  of  the  Qen- 
eial  Assembly  sitting  as  one  body ;  and  it  was  not  till 
nearly  seventy  years  later  that  a  reorganization  of  the 
Courts  effected  a  complete  separation  of  the  legislative 
from  the  judicial  branciieis  uf  tlic  Governmeat.  An  alter- 
ation in  the  time  of  holding  the  Courts  of  Trials  wasmade, 
as  they  often  interfered  with  the  sessions  of  the  Assembly. 
They  were  hereafter  to  be  held  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  March 
and  the  first  Tuesday  in  September,  instead  of  in  May  and 
October  as  heretofore.  The  pay  of  members  of  both  bodies 
was  fixed  at  Hcven  sLilliiigs  a  week.  The  statistical  ac- 
count of  Rliode  Island,  in  re|'ly  to  the  inijuirics  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  having  bee  n  completed,  it  was  sent,  with 
8.     a  letter  from  the  governor,  to  England*^ 

The  dispute  with  Connecticut  continued  with  unabated 
violence.  That  colony  attempted  to  set  up  Oatopeci,  a 
Pequot,  as  joint  Sachem  of  the  Niantics  ynth  Weeounk- 
hass,  dauirhter  of  the  decetised  Ninigret,  and  hereditary 
queen  of  the  tribe.  The  same  policy  that  had  placed  the 
usurjter  Uucas  at  the  hea<l  of  the  Moliegans,  now  sought 
to  distract  the  remnant  of  the  once  powerful  Narragansets 
who  remained  £uthful  to  Bhode  Island.  The  injured 
queen  petitioned  the  King  against  this  violation  of  her 
rights,  setting  forth  the  conduct  of  Connecticut,  and 
of  the  Atherton  purchasers,  as  alike  prejudicial  to  his 
Majesty,  to  herself*,  and  to  Rhode  Island,  and  prating  that 

'  TIic  on<,'inal  rf  plies  and  letter  are  fikd  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England, 
vol  ill.  pp.  11 '1-121.  As  this  is  the  earliest  ofBcial  information  upon  these 
points,  and  gives  mmc  iiitert^sting  fnct?!,  we  insert  the  HibFtaticr  in  Appendix 
F.  Tlie  queries  may  be  g:\there<i  rri)in  tlii*  rcpH«»s.  Tho^-  wore  ii'idrrssed  tc 
all  tlie  ixilonies,  and  are  printed  in  Autit^uities  of  Guuuecticut,  p.  130.  iiart- 
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the  jurisdiction  of  the  country  might  be  left,  aa  it  ever  had  ghap. 
beeiij  in  the  hands  of  the  ktter.*  A  constable  of  Stoning- 
ton  m»  seized  hj  warrant  of  Governor  Sandford,  for  ezer-  i^so. 
cising  authoiity  in  Westerly,  by  airesting  one  Wells  npon 
a  warrant  from  Connecticut,  and  carried  to  Newport.  A  e. 
sharp  letter  from  the  OonnecticTit  council  followed,  de- 
manding his  release,  and  fur  peace'  sako  agreeing  "  not  to 
meddle  on  the  east  side  of  Pawcatuck  river  "  till  the  mat- 
ter "was  decided  in  England.  The  governor  replied,  giving 
the  reason  for  the  arrest,  but  retaining  the  prisoner  for  9. 
trial  The  council  issued  a  formal  protest  against  the 
conduct  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  published  by  the  marshal 
of  Stonington  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  prohibiting  the 
recognition  of  any  authority  not  derived  from  them.  They 
also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  con  seven 
pleas  for  their  claini  I0  tlie  jurisdiction  and  nuil  of  Narra- 
ganset.^  Further  than  this  they  proceeded  to  make  re- 
prisals. The  marslial  and  his  posse  brt^e  open  the  house 
of  Joseph  Clarke  in  Westeriy,  before  smuise,  and  carried 
him  off  as  a  prisoner.  The  governor  and  council  of  Rhode 
Island  and  Kings  Province  demanded  his  release,  in  a  let-  23. 
ter  setting  forth  their  right  of  juris^liction,  both  by  charter 
and  commission,  over  the  invaded  district.  Clarke  was 
released  upon  recof]^nizance  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling  for  his  appearance  at  the  October  term. 
Connecticut  replied,  placing  the  Fcizure  of  Clarke  on  the  20. 
ground  of  retaliation,  denying  the  allegations  of  the  Rhode 
Island  letter,  and  asserting  her  claims  to  Kings  Province. 
Mr.  Blathwayt,  secretary  of  the  royal  council,  wrote  to 
Randal  Holdcn  and  pJolin  CTreeiio  concerning  the  boundary 
dispute,  and  also  the  Warwick  case  with  Harris.    In  their 

'  The  original  petitici..  (riiu-liUod  ]>y  Job  BabcocL,  inti'rprr>trr.  tlatod  4th 
April,  1G80,  and  signed  "  VVeeounk.ha.*=,  the  Queen  in  the  Xiliiint'u  k  (  'imtrey 
in  the  Kings  Province  in  Now  England — with  the  coDMDt  of  her  Couasell,"  is 
in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  voL  iii.  p.  77. 

*  AntiqnittM  of  ConiMclicn^  p.  12S. 
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CHAP.  leply^  ft  minute  aocoimt  of  the  Iiistoiy  of  Namganflet  and 

,J!^  the  grounds  of  the  Bhode  Island  claim  is  gireii.*  The 
1680.  secretary's  letter  shows  a  leaning  on  the  part  of  the  couueil 
in  tavor  of  Rhode  Island.    Connecticut  continued  to  ex- 

28.  ert  authority  over  the  people  of  Westerly,  sumraoning 
them  to  the  Stoningtoii  town  meeting  to  elect  depatieSy 
and  to  perform  military  duty ;  while  Bhode  Island  exer- 
cised her  rights  in  hringing  suits  for  eviction,  in  cases  of 
land  title  under  grants  from  Connecticut,  in  that  town — 
a  proceed ini;  that  brought  out  a  strong  reni(mstrance  from 
Hartford,'-  closing  with  a  j)roposal  to  negotiate. 

Private  no  less  than  public  concerns,  in  the  colonies, 
were  often  the  Ftdijects  of  petition  to  the  throne.  Thomas 
Savage,  one  of  the  eighteen  original  proprietors  of  Ac^ued- 

25.  neck,  who  had  returned  to  Massachusetts,  now  wrote  to 
the  Government  of  Rhode  Island,  claiming  his  right  in  the 
undivided  portions  of  the  island  to  wliieli  he  was  entitled, 
as  well  as  to  tlie  eiglit  acre  lot  tliat  he  received  at  Pocas- 
set,  by  the  original  agreement  of  the  purchasers.  Copies 
of  the  necessary  papers  were  given  to  his  son,  and  also  a 
letter  to  the  town  of  Portsmouth,  to  the  same  effect,  which 

3Q  was  presented  at  town  meeting,  hut  refused  record  or 
hearing  hy  the  fieemen.  I^I  j  r  Savage  then  petitioned 
the  King,  stating  the  facts  and  asking  that  a  commission 
from  the  adjacent  colonies  be  aj 'pointed  to  try  the  co&c  ; 
but  no  notice  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  it,'  The 
claim  of  one-eighteenth  part  of  the  island  was  a  laige  one, 
and  although  technically  well  founded,  would  have  worked 
practical  injustice  if  aUowed,  since  the  settlers  who  re- 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  81.  This  account  differs  some- 
what from  t!i'>  received  opinion  of  the  settlement  of  Namganset  See  note 
ante  eh.  vi.  p.  11)5. 

•  Conn.  M8S.,  vol.  ii.  p.  8-10,  to  which  Rhode  lilaud  replied,  18th  S€pt., 
that  she  was  ready  to  treat,  as  proposed  by  Connecticat,  at  any  time.  Do. 
p.  11. 

*  The  original  petition  of  Mr,  Savag*  Is  ^  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  fiqgbad^ 
OL  p.  18S. 
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mained  had  given  up  their  equal  rights  for  the  benefit  of  cn  Ap. 
new  comers  as  fast  as  such  were  admitted  freemen  of  the  «J[^ 
colony.  1680. 
At  the  same  time  the  proprietors  of  Nant^nset  sent  *^ 

A  long  petition  to  the  King,  reciting  the  history  of  their  -  * 
country,  pmyiug  to  he  s('j)anite(l  from  lUiDdc  Tslfind,  and 
annexed  to  Plymouth  or  Connecticut,  or  to  be  erected  into 
a  distinct  government.  The  acts  of  the  royal  commission- 
ers are  particularly  dwelt  upon,  and  much  stress  is  laid  on 
the  dissent  of  CoL  Nicholls,  and  subsequent  revocation  of 
the  order  for  the  Atherton  company  to  quit  the  settle- 
menta  They  had  sent  by  William  Harris  all  the  papers 
relating  to  their  case,  but  these  were  carried  to  Algiers," 
and  being  too  poor  to  send  anotlier  agent  to  England,  tiiey 
that  John  Lcwiu  and  Thomas  Bean,  to  y/hos&  care  the 
petition  is  sent,  may  be  received  as  their  attorneys  before 
the  council,  and  also  that  a  court  of  claims,  made  up  from 
the  other  colonies,  may  be  constituted  to  examine  land 
titles  and  report  to  the  King.*  The  Government  of  Bhode 
Island  sent  a  remonstrance  against  this  petition,  recapitu- 
lating the  hiblury  of  the  (•(•l<my,  the  agreement  ot"  Winthrop 
and  Clarke,  and  the  terms  ui"  the  Connecticut  charter, 
which  80  explicitly  assigned  Narmganset  to  Bhode  Island. 
The  date  of  every  settlement  in  the  colony  is  given,  and 
the  assertion  of  Bichard  Smith  that  he  was  the  pioneer  in 
Narraganset  is  directly  denied,  a  Mr.  Wilcocks  and  Boger 
Williams  having  preceded  him  by  some  years,  and  before 
the  purchase  of  Warwick.  The  violent  conduct  of  Con- 
necticut is  described,  and  an  issue  of  the  diiVerences,  by  a 
confirmation  ot  the  charter  of  Bhode  Island,  is  earnestly  re- 

'  While  th»  writer  wu  ezaminiiig  ihe  eidiivee  b  London,  ell  diflM  dooa* 
laeatt,  and  many  more  relating  to  the  cnptnre  of  Mr.  IIuriM,  were  fimnd  in 
tfiB  bandleg  matked  "  Algfers,**  where  thej  had  been  filed  for  one  hnndred 
and  lerenty  yenra.   Thqr  wre  now  restored  to  their  proper  place  among  the 

New  Enj^land  papers. 

*  Orij^iial  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  toL  Ul  p.  U.   Roceiwl  Oct. 
11th,  1G80 
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CUAF.  quested.  Papers  in  proof  of  the  averments  of  the  petition 
accompanied  it,  with  a  letter  *  of  the  same  date  from  Gov. 
Saodfoid.  John  Baffin  also  wrote  to  Lord  Ciilpeper  re- 
hearsing the  points  of  the  Narraganset  petition,  and  re- 
questing  him  to  represent  their  case,  and  to  &Tor  their 
agent,  Harris,  and  the  attorneys.' 
7,  The  trial  of  Clarke  t^iok  place  at  Hartford,    lie  was 

seiitinccd  to  pay  a  tine  of  ten  pounds  and  costs.  Tiie 
General  Assembly  assumed  the  case  and  p^ranted  relief, 
which  was  the  only  business  of  public  interest  transacted 
at  the  sessbn. 

A  measure  was  now  adopted  in  England  of  the  most 
vital  character  in  its  results  upon  the  colonies.    A  det«r- 
2f|^^    mination  to  enforce  the  famous  navigation  acts  ^  and  tlieir 
13,     corollary,  the  acts  regulating  tlio  ])lantation  trade,  was  sig- 
jggj  niHed  to  all  the  colonies  by  royal  edict.   Upon  the  reoep- 
March  tion  of  this  decree,  the  governor  and  council  ordained,  in 
pursuance  of  its  mandates,  that  a  naval  office,  or  custom- 

*  Ori^nal  letter  and  petittoii  in  Nev  England,  Tal.  iH.  fip.  S5-S7»  Br.  S. 
P.O. 

"  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  EDgland,    iu.  p.  118. 

'  Tlio  author  of  tbo  first  of  these  acts  WM  Geoige  Do>vning  of  SBlem,  ft 
noplicw  of  the  famous  Hugh  Peter,  the  father  of  New  England  commerce  and 
the  fonti'lcr  of  ]inr  fi'^heric!'.  It^  object  was  to  give  to  British  shipping  thf 
ri'iOnopoly  ol'  tlic  lioint>  traJe.  Its  inotivt*  vrn^  to  WTikfii  the  ovorulH.-hiiiog 
oottunercitil  uud  uavul  power  of  UoUaiid,  theit  liic  carrier  ui'  the  world  and 
mistro^id  of  the  seas.  It  wa«  btroduced  into  Parliainent  on  the  5th  August, 
1651,  hy  Whitelock,  the  rapuhlioftii  leader,  and  posaed  9th  October.  It  iM 
been  well  a^led  the  Charta  Muitima,  and  ao  benefidel  wm  ite  «Sbei  tiiat 
Adun  Sxntth  ia  compelled  to  pronouiu  it  "  the  wisest  of  all  tho  ootniDttctal 
regulations  of  England,"  although  it  is  diametrically  opposed  ut  every  point 
to  his  fsivoritp  theory  of  frre  trade.  Immediately  after  the  rc  *  rat'o?!  it  was 
remodellt-d  und  passed  by  tlip  Kiii^''s  Parliament  in  1600,  and  its  author  re- 
ceived the  honors  of  knighihood  at  tlie  hands  of  Charles  II.  The  glory  oc 
Kughiud  in  this  lui  in  many  other  important  pointy  was  the  resnlt  of  meas- 
ores  initiated  by  the  repablioan  Pariiament.  The  naTigatioa  act,  ii;ays 
Upham,  "  waa  not  onlj  the  wisest^  it  waa  the  boldest,  It  might  almoet  he 
aMd,  the  most  high-handed  legislative  proceeding  ever  passed.*'  It  VaQt  tp 
the  maritime  i>ower  of  England,  hut  it  WAS  one  of  the  earliest  sources  of  op* 
pre^sion  to  her  American  colonics,  in  GOimection  -with  the  kindred  acts  £ar  the 
couteol  of  the  plantation  trade. 
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house,  should  be  established  at  ]Sew|)ort  for  the  proper  en-  chap. 
try  of  all  vessels  aniviiig  in  this  jurisdiction.    The  bonds  ^J^J:^ 
required  hj  the  act  were  to  cost  six  shillings  for  every  ves-  1 6  8 1 . 
sel  above  ^rty  tons  burden,  and  two  and  sixpence  for  those 
of  less  tonnage.   The  act  was  published  by  beat  of  drum  ], 
in  the  town  of  Newport.   The  time  was  to  come  when  the 
Bame  drum-beat  should  call  the  people  to  resist  these  acts 
as  being  among  the  most  oppressive  impositions  of  a  des- 
potic government ! 

No  changes  were  made  in  the  general  officers  at  the 
next  election.  Benjamin  Hemden,  Jr.,  or  Herendeen,  of 
Providence,  having  without  provocation  fired  upon  an  In- 
dian, the  Assembly  passed  an  act  to  prevent  such  outrages 
in  future,  and  caused  it  to  be  published,  with  all  expe- 
(liti'»n  "  at  Providence.  This  man  was  a  desperate  char- 
acter, as  was  liis  fatlicr  before  him.  A  romantic  legend 
of  the  latter  is  preserved,  which,  as  it  serves  to  illustrate 
one  phase  of  border  life,  when  this  was  a  frontier  settlement 
of  the  English,  may  be  here  related.  In  the  earliest  list 
of  twenty-five  acre  men"  received  as  inhabitants  of 
Providence'  are  found  the  names  of  John  ^  Clawson 
and  Benjamin  ^  Herendeen.  Their  fiunilies  were  very 
intimate,  and  it  is  probable  were  connected  by  marriage. 
Claws  iU  was  a  hired  servant  of  Eo^rer  Williams.  One 
riii^ht  ^  he  was  attacked  from  behind  a  tliicket  of  l»arl)errv 
bushes,  near  the  north  burial  ground,  by  an  Indian  named 
Wanmaion,  whom  Clawson  supposed  to  be  instigated 
tliereto  by  Herendeen.  At  the  first  assault  CUwson's 
chin  was  split  open  by  a  blow  with  a  broad  axe,  from  the 
effects  of  which  wound  he  soon  afterwards  died,  but  not 
before  he  had  pronounced  the  strange  curse  upon  his  mur- 
derer, which  the  legend  records  as  having  been  so  singu- 
larly fuldlled,  "  that  he  and  liis  ))osterity  might  be  marked 
with  split  chins  and  haunted  with  barberry  bushes.  ' 
More  than  a  century  later,  testimony  was  collected  in  proof 

^  Jft&wuy  19tli,  IS46-4t.  *  4th  Juoaiy,  1660-1. 

TO!..  I. — 30 
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CHAP,  of  the  fulfilment  of  this  tlying  malediction.    By  this  it 
appears  that  the  descendants  of  the  murderer  were  rcmark- 

10  81.  able  ibr  the  excavated  or  furrowed  chin,  which  caused  the 

'  ""^  curse  of  Glawflon  to  be  kept  in  remembrance,  and  many  a 
quarrel  was  excited  among  them  at  huskings  and  frolics 
by  mention  of  the  word  "  barberry  bushes.'' ' 
23.  At  an  adjourned  session,  the  towns  were  empowered  to 
choose  one  or  more  additional  constables  at  regular  town 
meetings,  the  same  as  on  election  day.    A  slight  difficulty 

July,  arose  between  the  Mohegan  and  Narraganset  Indians, 
owing  to  a  murder  committed  by  the  latter,  which  led  to 
a  friendly  correspondence  between  Bhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut, by  which  trouble  was  preyented,  the  dispute  be- 
ing settled  by  arbitration.  This  was  the  only  intercourse 
of  an  official  nature  that  took  place  Letweeu  the  two  col- 
onies for  more  than  a  year. 

The  Narragansct  proprietors  sent  through  Lord  Cul- 

Sept  P^P*^'^  another  statement  of  their  claims,  contradicting  the 
id.    positions  taken  by  Holden  and  Greene.    This  statement 
was  received  while  a  commission  for  settling  these  disputes 
^    was  being  discussed  by  the  council.* 
2G.    /    The  next  regular  session  of  tbe  Assembly  was  held  at 
Providence,  l)eing  the  first  A6seml)ly  evri  1;  Id  tliere  under 
the  new  cliarter,  and  ouJy  the  second  that  hud  met  at  any 
other  place  tlian  Newport.    This  was  perhaps  owing  to  a 
diVngrrcment  then  existing  in  the  town  as  to  the  number 
of  which  the  town  council  should  consist ;  one  party  de- 
surmg  that  two  or  three  members  should  be  added  to  make 
the  council  e^ual  in  number  to  those  of  the  other  towns, 

'  The  cui"»c  of  Clnw-on,  with  the  singcdar  :ujj  iiiidoiibtod  e\  idouro  of  its 
fulfilmont,  collort«d  from  tit.-  most  rospectabk  Mtnrccs  by  the  Hon.  Theodore 
Foster,  aud  abu  the  account  of  the  murder  and  trial,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Bogu  WXBmm  to  tli«  town  of  Providonoo,  dated  liny  lllih,  1061,  ooo* 
oenung  the  eitote  of  tho  mnrderod  nan,  uo  pnsarcd  in  ib»  Foster  1^. 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0  ,  New  England,  voL  iiL  p.  109.  Fotle^«  Nan.  R.  I.  H. 
iiL226.   IHILCt.  229. 


Digitized  by  Gopgle 


A  CV8TOH*H0U8S  Z8TABL18HBD.  467 

the  other  party  opposing  any  alteration.    Every  town  chap. 

council  consisted  of  six  persons,  incliidiDg  the  resident  as-  sJ?L# 
gistiints,  wlio  were  chosen  bv  all  tlie  freemen  of  the  colony.  1681. 

.        .  '        .  D60. 

Three  of  these  being  from  Providence,  left  but  three  mem- 
bers  to  be  elected  by  the  town,  the  rest  being  chosen  by 
the  colony.  This  was  a  regulation  pxescribed  when  the 
charter  was  adopted,  and  far  which  it  is  difficult  to  see 
the  reason.  It  certamly  worked  injustice  to  the  townsmen 
iu  this  case.  The  Assembly  authorized  the  assistants  to 
call  a  town  mcetin;^  to  elect  a  council  of  six  persons  in  ad- 
dition to  the  assistants.  Thin  was  to  be  done  anrnially,  ^ 
and  was  carried  into  effect  at  the  next  town  meeting^ 
Fast  riding  within  the  compact  parts  of  Providence  was 
also  prohibited  by  the  Assembly. 

Attention  to  the  acts  of  trade  and  navigation,  the  1682. 
stumbliDg-block  of  New  England,  began  now  to  be  urged 
upon  the  colonies.  The  dictatorial  bearing  of  Randolph, 
the  special  commissioner  appointed  from  England  to  en- 
force these  acts,  as  sun'cyor  geneiul  of  customs,  maddened 
the  people  of  Massachusetts  almost  to  open  resistance,  but 
as  yet  no  trouble  from  this  source  was  felt  in  Bhode  Island. 
The  reciprocal  engagement  of  the  colony  to  the  governor 
was  amended  by  adding  thereto  a  pledge  to  stand  by  him 
in  his  performance  of  the  Btad  acts  as  reqinred  by  the  oath  3. 
therein  imposed.  The  ordinance  of  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil establishing  a  custom  house,  up ou  receipt  of  the  royal 
decree  the  year  before,  was  confirmed  by  the  Assembly. 
The  decree,  or  "  charter  concerning  trade  and  navigation," 
as  it  was  termed,  was  presented  to  the  Assembly  by  Fran- 
cis Brinley,  and  placed  by  them  in  custody  cf  tl^  governor. 
Sandford  and  Clarke  were  again  chosen  to  their  respective 
offices.  The  quarrel  between  Warwick  and  Kingstown 
for  the  possession  of  Potowomet  had  jiroceeded  so  far  that 
the  Assembly  now  interfered,  to  preserve  peace,  and  for- 
bade any  persons  whatever  from  entering  thereupon  until 
further  orders.   They  also  warned  certain  intruders  upon 
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CHAP,  the  said  lands  to  depart  forthwith^  bat  pennitted  tHe  War- 
^J5^  mck  proprietors  to  mow  and  improve  the  meadows  thete 
I68i.  as  lieretofore.    Tlie  town  officers  of  Kingstown,  distracted 
^^"^  by  the  rival  claims  to  tlic  jurisdiction  of  Nurraganset,  had 
avoided  taking  their  engagement  to  this  colony.  Two 
2S.      conserrators  of  the  peace "  ^  were  therefore  elected  far 
that  town,  and  the  goyemor  was  desired  to  hold  a  Conrt 
there  and  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  town  to  elect  offices ; 
or  in  case  the  town  shonld  refuse  so  to  do  the  Conrt  was 
requested  to  elect  all  of  them,  to  continue  until  Anther 
orders  or  till  new  ones  l)e  chosen. 
Oct.         The  autumn  seshjon  was  held  at  Warwick  for  the 
second  time  in  twenty  years.    The  question  of  the  power 
of  town  councils  to  reject  persons  coming  into  any  town 
was  settled  upon  application  of  the  deputies  from  Provi- 
dendie.   It  was  decided  that  any  one  might  be  r^ected 
who  should      to  ^ye  bonds  satis&ctory  to  a  majority  of 
the  council ;  and  il  any  one,  heiug  w:ii  hlmI  by  the  council 
to  leave  the  town,  should  fail  to  do  so,  a  warrant  for  his 
removal  might  be  issued  to  the  constable,  and  in  case  of  his 
return  to  the  town  he  should  be  subject  to  fine  or  whip- 
ping.* 

The  first  company  of  cayalry  in  the  mainland  towns 
was  chartered  at  this  session,  to  consist  of  thirty-six  men 

besides  officers,  with  the  same  privileges  given  to  the  in- 
fantry, and  the  like  obligation  to  exercise  »ix  days  in  tht: 
year.  It  was  composed  of  residents  of  Providence,  War- 
wick, and  adjacent  places,  upon  whose  petition  it  was  ot- 

'  John  Gole  and  Capt  Jobn  Foanea. 

*  A  carioiu  paper  is  preserved  among  the  Foster  MBS.,  wliuli  ahowt  tbe 
mode  of  applying  for  permission  to  reside  in  any  town.  *'  To  y  Town©  mett 
this:  15th  of  Pffpm*"  l<i80.  My  rcqric«t  to  trsttnc  i;- ;  tbut  tlioy  woold 
graiit  the  lil'prh.'  to  reside  in  y'  Town"'  during  the  Towues  Appnibation,  1>^- 
having  myselic  :i>  :t  civell  man  ought  to  doe,  Desireing  oot  to  putt  y  Towne 
to  any  charge  hy  my  resideing  here  ;  and  for  what  y*  Towns  ihall  aaa  eanM 
fatthar  to  anqidn  of  ma,  I  shall  aae  I  hope  to  giva  dMm  n  true  and  aohar 
Answar  tfaammto.  T"  friand  and  servant  Xho.  Waleia." 
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gaoised.   Two  majors  were  hereafter  to  be  chosen  anna-  chap. 
ally,  one  for  the  island  and  one  for  the  mainland,  at  the  .J^!^ 
spring  election.    A  crew  of  privateers  had  recently  been  16  82. 
taken  and  brought  into  Newport  as  prisoners,  whence  they 
were  sent  to  Virginia  lor  trial    A  portion  of  them  having 
broken  jail^  laid  a  plot  to  assassinate  €k>yenior  Sandfoidy 
which  was  disclosed  by  one  of  their  nnmber^  who,  in  fear 
fi>r  his  life,  petitioned  that  he  niiglit  not  be  sent  away  with 
the  rest.    The  prayer  was  granted,  and  the  informer  sub-  25. 
sequently  released.    Ho<ij  Island,  which  thirty  years  before 
had  been  a  matter  of  dispute  ^vith  Plymouth,  was  again 
claimed  by  that  colony,  which  led  to  a  correspondence  be- 
tween it  and  Rhode  island,  and  to  a  very  long  letter  from 
Governor  Hinckley  of  Plymouth  to  the  secretary  of  the 
royal  conndl^  daiming  the  island  as  within  their  limits,  ^^^y 
Bkhard  Smith,  the  original  purchaser,  had  recently  peti-  18. 
tioned  the  General  Court  of  Plymouth  to  protect  him  from 
some  Rhode  Island  intruders.    This  caused  the  Mpj^eal  to 
the  council,  which  was  accompanied  by  a  present  of  tifty 
guineas  to  the  secretary  for  past  services,  and  the  promise 
of  mors  in  case  the  Hog  Island  daim  should  be  aUowed.* 

A  royal  commission  at  length  issued  to  Edward  Otaa-  i^^s, 
field,  governor  of  New  HampshirB,  and  eight  others,*  or  to  ^pril 
any  tliree  of  them,  whereof  Cranfield,  or  Randolph,  the  de- 
tested  a«:^ent  for  the  acts  of  trade  in  Massachusetts,  should 
always  be  of  the  quorum,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
claims  to  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  Emgs  Province. 
Two  moie  odious  names  could  not  be  found  in  New  Eng- 
land than  those  of  the  two  prominent  members  of  this 

*  Got.  Biadday't  IISS.  in  thne  feUo  Tob.,  IsrS-lSSe  in  BliM.  Hiat 

Soc.,  Tol.  i.  No.  40. 

'  Ed.  Cranfield,  Wm.  Staughtoii,  Joseph  Dudlej,  Ed.  Randolph,  Samuel 
Shrimpton,  John  Fit/.  Winthrop,  E  l.  Palmes,  Nathaniel  Salston^tnll  uikI  John 
Pynchon,  Jr..  KMiuircs.  Anfiq.  of  ('onit.,  p.  158.  1  M.  H.  C,  v.  232.  R. 
I.  Col.  Ilec.,  lit.  174.  Piiuted  copica  of  the  commission  date  it  April  17th, 
but  the  or^ual  report  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  332,  givea 
the  date  m  on  the  margin. 
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CHAP,  commission.  Cranfield  had  succeeded  MuoB  as  govemor 
of  New  Hampfllure  *  with  the  aiiigle  puzpoie  of  makiiig 
1 083.  money,  and  ruled  that  ill-fated  pioTiiioe  with  an  aihitiaiy 
power  exerted  solely  for  gain.  He  had  but  recently  ar- 
rived in  tlie  country,^  and  liad  commenced  liis  de!>j)otic 
career  with  an  act  of  tyranuy  that  placed  the  i)roYiuce 
completely  beneath  his  feet.  8nch  was  the  character  of 
the  head  of  a  commission  that  was  now  to  decide  upon 
qnestions  vital  to  the  interests  of  Rhode  laLand.* 
2.  At  the  general  election,  the  same  oflSoen  were  again 
choaen,  bat  Governor  Sandfoxd  dediiiiDg  to 
Goddington,  son  of  I3ie  hitc  governor  of  that  name,  was 
chosen  in  his  place,  and  he«^ides  the  u.sual  en^ao^ment 
"  also  took  the  oatli  for  trade  and  navigation.  "  The 
power  of  the  Assembly  to  expel  its  members  was  rarely  ex- 
June  ercised,  but  at  the  adjourned  session,  a  deputy  from  War- 
wick,  against  whom  complaints  were  brought  and  a  divorce 
gia&ted  on  petition  of  his  wife  at  this  session,  was  deemed 
unfit  to  hold  his  seat,  and  was  therefore  ezpeUed,^  A 
movement  was  made  for  holding  the  October  Courts  an- 
uuull)  at  Providence  and  Warwick,  which  towns  were  re- 
quired to  furnish  a  cai^e  and  «itock8  preparatory  thereto. 

A  complication  of  affairs  at  home  and  abroad,  distinct 
in  their  characters,  yet  all  of  importance  to  Bhode  Island, 
ensued  at  this  time.  Privateers  began  to  infest  the  seas, 
and  often  resorted  to  the  American  ooast,  where  the  lax- 
ity in  regaid  to  the  acts  of  trade  fitvored  their  nnlawfol 
operations.  This,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  in  a  ftw 
years  degenerated  into  actual  piracy.  The  first  appear^ 
ance  of  these  naval  freebooters  in  this  vicinity  we  have  al- 

>  9th  Maj,  16S9. 

*  Oct  4th,  1682. 

*  New  Hampshire  wan  at  this  period  ft  provincial  gDVeniill«nt»  differing 

from  the  others  hi  New  England,  which  were  all  charter  govcmnapnts.  A 
graphic  sketch  of  tho  tyrmmj  of  Cranfidd't  adminiitntkiii  ii  fouiMl  ia  Bel* 
knapV  New  llampsliire,  chftp.  viii. 

*  See  Appendix  B.,  ante  chap.  viii. 
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leady  noticed.    The  claim  of  the  Hamilton  family  to  the  chap. 
county  of  New  Oambriclge,  which  included  all  Kings  Fiot- 
ince,  was  again  leviyed.   The  Duke  appointed  Edward  i^S's. 
Bandolph;  one  of  the  comnusnoners,  as  his  attorney  to  ^^^^ 

prosecute  tlie  claim.  The  arrival  of  a  privateer  ship  com- 
manded  by  Capt.  Thuinus  Paine,  of  whom  wc  shall  Lave 
further  oceasitm  to  speak,  caused  Thatcher,  the  deputy 
collector  of  Boston,  to  make  a  journey  to  Newport  to  seize  Aug. 
the  vesseL  Goremor  Coddington  refused  to  lend  his  aid 
in  taldng  the  prize.  The  ship  showed  Jamaica  papers  is. 
that  satisfied  fbe  governor^  but  were  pronounced  a  ibrgery 
by  the  officer,  who  a  seoond  time  demanded  assistance  to 
capture  her,  and  was  refused  on  tlic  ground  that  her  papers 
wen'  rogrular,  and  that  if  the  collector  did  not  think  so,  the 
law  courts  were  open  for  him  to  try  the  r[uestion.  Thatcher 
returned  to  Boston,  and  sent  to  Coddington  a  pass  ^m  19. 
the  goTemor  of  Jamaica  to  show  that  Paine's  clearance 
was  a  finged  document.  The  matter  rested  thus  for 
awhile,  but  subsequently  caused  much  trouble  to  Bhode 
Island.^ 

The  secoii  1  i'>yal  f  unmission  appointed  to  decide  the 
Narras^anset  dispute,  now  met  upon  tliat  husi]ie>s.  The 
General  Assembly  convened  at  Warwick,  and  refused  to  20. 
publish  the  summons  ^  issued  by  Cranfield|  alleging  as  rea- 
sons for  their  conduct  that  the  summons  were  not  granted 
in  his  Majest/s  name,  that  the  commissioners  had  not 
shown  to  the  government  their  authority  to  act,  and  that 
the  King  had  not  mentioned  their  appointment  in  any  of 
his  letters.  The  printed  briefs  that  the  commissioners 
required  to  be  puljiished  were  both  dateless  and  ])lacele6s. 
Hera  were  serious  informalities,  it  Ib  true,  but  it  might  have 
been  more  politic  to  have  waived  these  and  to  have  ac- 

>  Tli«teh«r't  aceoont  of  Ait  tllUr  b  In  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  N«v  En^ua^  lii. 

801. 

'  R.  L  Gd.  BflC.,  iu.  139.  Br.  &  P.  O.,  New  fiogknd,  vol  iu.  p.  SS6»  printed 
ihMt. 
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CHAP.  Quiesced  in  the  deisire.s  of  the  coiiimissi(»n(?rs.  The  effect 
of  the  course  adopted  was  to  prejudice  the  juirties  who 
1683.  were  to  decide  these  vital  quesiione,  againrt  the  just 
dahns  of  Bhode  Island,  while  a  more  conrteous  tieatnieilt, 
each  as  had  been  shown  to  the  preTions  oonmdssioneny 
would  have  compromised  no  principle,  and  might  have 

21.  prevented  any  adverse  hius  in  the  court.  A  letter  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  commissioners,  call  in*;  ii])oii  thera  to  pro- 
duce their  authority  from  the  King  before  pruceoding  fur- 
ther. They  were  in  session  at  the  house  of  Richard  Smith. 

^  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  the  next  day  at  the 
house  of  Gapt.  John  Foanes^  also  in  Kanagsnset^  where 
the  messengers  made  return  that,  upon  delivering  the  let- 
ter, Guveriior  (Jraiiheld  denied  any  knowledge  of  a  gover- 
nor in  Kings  Province.  No  answer  was  sent  to  the  leitA^r 
nor  any  comuiission  thown.  The  Assemhly  unanimously 
ordered  that  the  governor  and  council  should  issue  a  pro- 
hibition fiirhidding  the  commissioners  from  holding  a  court, 
and  requiring  them  peaceably  to  depart.  This  was  im- 
mediately done  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  governor 
and  council.  The  prohibition  recited  the  aforesaid  reasons 
and  order,  and  waa  po.steil  l»y  the  general  sergeant  at 

23.  Smith's  house.  The  next  day  the  coniniis:?ioners  notiticd 
the  Assembly  of  the  object  of  their  meeting,  and  that  they 
had  waited  two  days  in  vain  for  Kliode  Island  to  comply 
with  the  King's  commands,  and  should  now  adjourn  to 

2^  Boston.  To  this  the  Assembly  replied,  defending  their 
course,  and  stating  that  they  had  been  four  days  in  session 
expecting  that  the  commLisioners  would  bhow  their  com- 
mission. A  great  deal  of  testimony,  some  relevant,  and 
more  not  so,  was  collected  by  the  Court  from  the  various 
claimants  to  the  soil  and  jurisdiction  of  Narraganset,  which 
was  forwarded  to  England.^ 

^  Some  of  thU  it  in  tlio  aiddTM  of  Counectlcut,  and  more  in  Br.  S.  P.  0. 
Now  Eni^and,  toL  iii  pw  880,  aiaong  which  U  a  cnriont  old  mnp  of  Bhodo 
Idtad,  lenl  OTor  tho  next  yenr,  dalod  4  Joly, 
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The  ABsembly  then  elected  and  engsg^  conservatoiB  chap. 
of  the  peace  and  other  town  officen  ht  Kingstown,  and 
adjourned  for  two  weeks.    Committees  were  then  ap-  1683. 
pointed  to  draft  letters  to  the  royal  council,  and  Arthur  ^q'* 

Ft  11 1  Id  and  Ex-Gov.  Sandford  where  chosen  by  l)allot  as 
audits  to  proceed  to  England.  A  tax  of  four  hundred 
pounds  was  voted  for  this  purpose.  The  letter  complain- 
ed of  Cranfield  and  his  colleagues  for  not  showing  their  1^^* 
conmiiBsionBy  and  explained  the  conduct  of  the  Assembly 
consequent  thereon,  contiaeting  these  with  the  acts  of 
the  fbnner  commisdonirs  and  the  treatment  they  had  re- 
ceived. It  requested  that  notice  should  be  given  them  in 
case  any  complaints  were  made  by  Cranfielil  on  this  buI)- 
ject,  that  they  ini^^ht  reply  thereto.  Tlio  town  (.f  War- 
wick also  sent  an  address '  to  the  King,  written  by  Bandal  17. 
Hoklcn  and  John  Greene,  rehearsing  tlic  foregoing  facts 
and  referring  to  the  statements  they  had  given  when  in 
London.  This  paper  substantiated  the  positions  taken  in 
the  Assembly's  letter.  Bhode  Island  had  nothing  to  hope 
from  the  royal  commissioners  whose  haughty  bearing  she 
liad  so  indignantly  resented.  They  were  the  avowed  ene- 
nues  of  all  the  colonies,  as  their  private  letters  and  of- 
ficial papers  equally  prove.  Cranfield's  correspondence 
is  fall  of  the  s])ite  of  personal  enmity  engendered  by 
the  treatment  that  his  insolent  and  unprincipled  con- 
duct caused  him  everywhere  to  receive.  Connecticut  ap- 
proached him  with  that  cautious  courtesy  which  his  place, 
if  not  his  character,  demanded,  and  for  which  she  received 
in  return  his  approbiitiou  of  her  claims.  Ills  letter  to  tlie  Oct. 
Board  of  Trade,  accompanyins^  the  Report,  abounds  in 
abuse  of  Bhode  Island,  in  which  it  is  diMcult  to  separate 
the  misstatements  of  factfiom  the  expressions  of  invective. 
And  lest  he  might  seem,  in  using  language  which  had  too 
often  before  been  applied  to  Bhode  Island  by  her  sister 

'  The  originals  of  both  these  letters  aro  iu  Br.  &  F.  0.*  New  Eng.,  ToL  iiL 
pp.  23U,  2U.   R.  L  Col  Bee.,  iii.  136,  137. 
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CHAP.  tsokmieB,  to  be  tacitly  approviDg  their  conrse,  he  charged 
^*    the  same  disloyalty  upon  them,  and  concladeB  by  saying 
that  ^'it  never  w£Q  he  otherwise  till  their  charten  are 
broke,  *  and  the  college  at  Oambridge  utterly  ezttipated, 

for  from  thence  those  half-witted  Philosophers  turn  either 
Athei.stB  or  seditions  Preachers."'  On  the  paiue  day 
Gov.  roddingtoii,  V)v  order  of  tlie  General  Assembly,  sent 
au  address  to  the  King  to  the  same  eil'ect  as  the  Septem- 
l>er  letter,  relating  to  tlie  conduct  of  Cranfield.'  The 
Beport  of  the  royal  commissionerB  was  a  lengthy  document 
reciting  the  parties'  claimants,  the  disrespectful  treatment 
of  the  commissionerB  by  Rhode  Island,  the  points  of  die* 
puted  jurisdiction,  hanging  upon  the  interpretation  of  the 
words  Narragansot  river  "  in  the  two  charters,  whicdi 
was  declared  in  favor  of  Connecticut,  and  then  the  claims 
to  propriety  of  the  soil,  which  was  decided  I'nlly  in  favor 
of  the  Atherton  company.  The  agent  of  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  arrived  too  late  to  present  that  daim  in  seoaoo. 
It  was  therefore  referred  to  the  King,  and  the  adTcise 
parties  were  notified  thereof'  Connecticut  sent  her  an- 
swer to  the  claim,  alleging  seven  valid  reasons  against  it, 
to  which  the  Duchess  of  H  iniiltou  afterward.^  replied,  re- 
butting: the  position*?  taken  by  Connecticnt,  but  in  vain,* 
and  the  ^^^anagauset  proprietors  also  petitioned  that  the 
decision  of  the  commissioners  in  their  behalf  be  eon- 
firmed.* 

Among  the  important  events  of  this  year  there  was 
one  that  had  already  occurred,  more  memorable  than  any 

'  Thu  was  the  iirst  direct  intimatkm  of  thQ  ctJamitjr  that  was  aoon  to  cora« 
upon  Nev  Ejogland. 

<  Br.  &  P.  On  vol.  ill  p.  227.  B.  L  CoL  B^h:.,  ill  146. 
'Br.  S.P.  0,,ToLiiLik.282orNewEBgpft]ieia.  B. L CoL  Rec, BL 147. 
'  Br.  S.  P.  0..  New  Eng.,  voL  liL,  p.  882-7.  R.  L  CoL  Ree.»  ifi.  140-4S. 
B.  I.  H.  C,  iii.  229-38. 

lioth  papora  nre  in  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  Eog.»  Toi  vUL,  ud  the  fonner  i« 
printfMl  in  Aiitiq.  of  Couii.  p.  inf). 

*  Br.     P.  O.,  N.  £ng.,  vol.  ui.  p.  319. 


Dec. 
16. 
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we  have  reooided— the  death  of  Boger  WOlianuB.   More  chap. 

than  half  a  century  had  elapsed  since  this  ardent  friend 
of  freedom  landed  on  the  shores  of  Massachusetts,  and  16  83. 
forty-seven  yeaiw  had  passed  away  Fincc,  twice  exiled  for 
opioion's  sake,  he  erected  in  this  wilderness  the  altar  of 
£nse  worship.  He  had  seen  the  powerful  trihes^  that  first 
welcomed  their white  brother"  to  the  hospitalitieB  of 
the  ferest)  melt  away  beneath  the  advance  of  a  ciTfliza- 
tion  which  he  had  heralded ;  and  he  had  lived  to  see  his 
little  band  of  six  associates  grown  into  a  prosperous  colo- 
ny amid  persecution,  pestilence,  and  war.  W  devout 
thanksgiving  he  recognized  the  Supreme  Power  who  had 
preserred  his  in&nt  colony  through  so  many  dangers,  to 
perpetuate  and  disseminate  the  eternal  principles  of  civil 
and  religions  freedom  which  he  had  sought  to  establish. 
Of  all  the  pioneers  who  settled  the  first  four  towns  he  was 
nearly  the  last  survivor  ;  but  two,  Randal  Holtleii  :ind 
John  Greene,  outlived  their  loader.  He  died  in  his 
eighty-fourth  year,  but  how  or  precisely  when  is  not  cer- 
tainly known, '  and  ^*  was  buried  with  all  the  solemnity  the 
colony  was  able  to  show."  * 

The  remarkable  traits  of  his  character  may  be  gather^ 
ed  from  what  has  heretofore  been  recorded  in  these  pages. 
His  life  has  been  written  by  able  pens,  and  well  repays 
perusal  by  those  wlio  would  learn  the  trials  and  ajiprc- 
ciate  the  triumphs  of  this  Christian  statesman.'  He  sut- 
ftred  more  than  most  men  from  the  slanders  of  those  who 
Bhonki  have  been  his  friends,  as  well  as  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  his  enemies.  The  bitterness  of  theological  strife 
spared  no  weapons  which  envy  or  malice  could  supply. 
Coddington  even  accused  him   as  a  hireling,  who  for  the 

'  Ue  died  between  January  16th  and  May  10th,  168d.    KsMwlf,  854. 

•Callcnrler,  R.  I.  TT.  r  .  W.  147,  note. 

*  By  l*r«»f  .1.  D.  Ivnowlos,  Hoston,  lSo4,  12nio.  pp.  i'M ;  by  Prof.  W.  Ct.'iin- 
mell,  iu  bparkc'fl  Am.  Biog.  New  Series,  toL  iv.  Boston,  1645 ;  and  by  Dr. 
Bomto  Eltott,  PR»vid6iw%  1S68.  ISmo.  pp.  178. 
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CHAP,  sakeof  money  went  to  Eoglimdfo  the  charter ! "  Harris, 

^^.J^  in  the  long  and  angry  controversy  between  them,  left  no 
1683.  means  untried  to  undermine  his  influence  wit li  ihose  for 
whom  lie  had  supplied  a  home  whcu  the  gates  of  Massa> 
chusetts  were  closed  against  them.  Scot  earliest  dis- 
played those  feelings  of  envy  which  successful  merit  la 
certain  to  excite  in  jealous  or  feeble  minds,  when  the 
whole  population  turned  out  to  receive  Mr.  WiUiams  upon 
his  return  from  England  with  the  first  charter.  "  The 
man/'  lie  says,  "being  hemmed  in,  in  the  middle  of  the 
canoes,  was  so  elevated  and  transported  out  of  himself, 
that  I  was  condemned  in  myself,  that  amongst  the  rest,  I 
had  been  an  instrument  to  Bet  him  up  in  his  pride  and 
foUy/'  *  But  posterity  has  rendered  justice  to  his  memory, 
and  the  founder  of  Rhode  Island,  the  great  champion  of  in- 
tellectual liberty,  has  outlived  the  efforts  of  his  detractors. 
The  leading  peculiarities  of  his  mind  may  be  briefly 
sketched.  A  firmness,  amounting  in  some  cases  perhaps 
to  obstinacy,  enabled  him  to  suffer  hardships,  rarely  if 
ever  surpassed  by  those  of  any  exile  for  opinion's  sako. 
His  generosity  amounted  to  prodigality ;  for  after  having 
purchased  of  the  Indians  aU  the  lands  around  his  new 
plantations,  with  his  own  money,  he  divided  them  equally 
among  those  who  followed  him.  His  charity  was  an  ac- 
tive prineiple,  that  led  liim  to  hrave  all  jjeril  to  effect 
good  to  the  natives,  or  to  reeoncile  feuds  among  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Of  his  forgiving  spirit  Ms  conduct  toward  the 
neighboring  colonies  furnishes  ample  evidence.  He  har- 
bored no  feelings  of  revenge  for  injuries  received,  but 
pitied  the  weakness,  or  lamented  the  ddiusion  whence 
they  arose.  His  conristency  and  love  of  truth  are  alike 
apparent  in  his  controversy  with  the  Quakers  at  Newport, 
which  has  been  so  much  misrepresented ;  yet  he  would 

'  The  Quaker  eontroveny  of  1G72  wiaih*  frnitfbl  oeMnoo  of  AtM  aiaiil- 
fiMtodons  of  aaleroleiioe,  til  of  wltiefa,  tndnuuqr  mora,  may  be  fimnd  in  Nov 
England**  Finbrand  Qoenofaod,  a  work  faeftto  nfSanod 
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have  laid  down  his  life  rather  than  have  a  hair  of  their  cukv. 
heads  injured  on  account  of  their  doctrinal  Tiews,  His  in- 
dnstijwas  unwearied;  he  yalued  time  and  he  well  im-  1683. 
proved  it.  "One  gndn  of  its  inestimable  sand,"  said  he, 
"is  worth  a  golden  moimtain."  His  faults  were  those  of 
an  ardent  luiiid.  Hometimes  lia^ty,  ever  slow  to  }  i'  kl  ;  but 
these  were  few  beside  his  exalted  virtues.  He  was  a 
varied  scholar,  a  profound  philosopher,  a  practical  Chris- 
tian,  a  true  philanthropist — one  whose  deep  knowledge  of 
men,  and  whose  acute  perception  of  principles  as  displayed 
in  the  foundation  of  an  American  State,  entitle  him  to 
the  rank,  which  posterity  has  bestowed,  among  the  most 
far-sighted  statesmen  of  his  age — one  wlio,  were  it  his 
only  praise  to  have  been  the  first  of  modern  legislators  to 
embody  the  principles  of  universal  toleration  in  the  con- 
stitution of  a  State,  would,  by  this  act  alone,  secure  a 
Diche  in  the  temple  of  &me,  and  cause  his  name  to  be 
handed  down  through  all  future  time  as  the  great  Apostle 
of  Religious  Freedom.  1083-4. 

The  appearance  of  privateers  njKin  the  high  seas  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  home  government.  Jamaica  ^^arcli 
was  at  first  the  head-quarters  of  these  illegal  proceedings, 
and  orders  were  sent  to  that  island,  and  afterward  to  the 
New  England  colonies^  to  pass  laws  against  privateering 
and  piracy.  The  claims  of  Plymouth  to  the  soil  of  Bhode 
Island  were  now  extended  to  an  absurd  point,  includiug 
the  island  of  Aquedneck,  fis  well  as  the  long  disputed 
islet  at  the  mouth  of  Mt.  Hope  bay,  known  as  Hog  Inland, 
A  letter  from  Gov.  Hinckley  to  Secretaiy  Blathwayt  sets 
forth  this  new  claim,  resting  it  upon  the  western  boundary 
of  Plymouth  patent,  described  as  the  middle  of  Narmgan- 
set  bay,  the  mouth  of  which  is  between  Seaconnet  and 
Point  Judith,  and  the  main  channel  westward  of  Aqued- 
neck,  and  hence  including  that  island.'    These  two  sub- 

« 

'  Hinckkj  MSS.  toL  L  N«.  68.  Man.  Hiit.  Soc 
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CHAP,  jecta  presented  the  chief  topics  of  legislation  at  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The  same  executive  officers  were  again  ehoeen,  and 
&t  the  first  timei  two  majors^  Jolm  Coggeshall  for  the 
iriand  and  John  Greene  for  the  main,  were  slIbo  elected  by 
the  2)eople.  The  governor  being  ill,  the  Assembly  met  at 
his  house,  where  the  oath  according  to  the  a<*t  of  Trade 
and  Navigation  was  administered  with  the  regular  en- 
gagement. A  difference  between  the  towns  of  Portsmouth 
and  Newport,  which  had  existed  ever  since  their  sepam- 
tion,  was  now  settled  by  the  Assembly,  the  Ime  between 
them  was  established,  and  the  tenure  of  lands  upon  the 
lone  tlelinitely  fixed.     The   proclamation  concerning 

24.  privateers  and  pirates  was  received  at  an  a<  1  journed  session, 
and  published  in  Newport  by  beat  of  drum.  The  act  re- 
quired thereby  was  at  once  passed,  making  it  felony  to 
serve  under  any  foreign  Prince  against  any  power  at  -pwce 
with  England,  without  special  license,  and  making  all 
persons  liable  as  accessories  who  should  give  aid  or  coun- 
tenance in  any  way  to  those  who  might  be  adjudged  as 
privateers  or  |)irate9.  Time  was  allowed  for  those  already 
employed  under  foreign  flags  to  return  and  give  seciuity 
to  the  governor  for  their  future  behavior.  The  act  was 
transmitted  to  England  with  letters  from  the  cobny- 
Similar  acts  were  passed  by  the  o^er  cobnies.  The  in- 
trusions of  Plymouth,  based  upon  her  recent  eztiaragant 
claims,  were  discussed,  and  a  letter  was  sent  to  Gov.  Hinck- 
ley, remonstrating  in  friendly  terras  against  two  acts  of 
violence  committed  at  liog  island  by  N.  Byfield  of  Bris- 
tol, and  others,  but  making  no  allusiim  to  any  further  claim 
of  that  colony.* 

The  Jews,  who  afterwards  contributed  so  much  to  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  Newport,  appeared  for  the  first 
time,  by  petition,  at  this  Assembly,  and  received  the  aa- 
surauce  that  they  might  expect  as  good  protection  heie 

*  Hinckksy  MSS.  ToL  No.  64.  Mmi.  Hilt  Soo. 
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as  any  other  resident  foreigners,  bcin^  obedient  to  the  cn  \i> 
laws.*   The  aatumn  sessioiiB  of  the  Assembly  were  9Sp- 
pointed  to  be  held  hereafter  alternately  at  Warwick  and  i  <^  8  4. 
Providence,  and  accordingly  met  this  year  at  Warwick, 

aiid  a.sscssed  u  lax  ol'  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  no- 
tice of  wliich  had  been  p^iven  at  the  sprinji^  session. 

Tlio  death  of  Charles  11.  and  the  proclamation  of  his 
brother  James  II.,  occnrred  soon  after  in  England.  What-  s. 
erer  may  be  said  of  the  public  and  private  character  of 
the  deceased  monarchy  Rhode  Island  is  bound  to  speak 
well  of  his  dvil  administration  so  &r  as  it  concerned  her- 
self, for  to  liini  she  owed  the  continual ii»n  of  lier  <;loriou8 
privileges  in  the  becoud  c-liartcr,  and  was  uniforndy  pro- 
tected by  him  against  the  assumptions  of  her  arrogant 
neighbors.  The  broad  principles  of  universal  toleration, 
which  a  distracted  nation  hailed  in  the  £unouB  Dedaza* 
tion  of  Breda,  and  which  Clarke  incorporated  in  its  veiy 
terms  in  his  draft  of  the  charter  of  Bhode  Island,  were 
secured  to  her,  although  they  were  denied  to  his  other 
subject The  new  king  was  soon  to  inaugurate  a  new 
policy  subversive  of  all  liberty,  and  to  prostrate  New 
England  beneath  his  feet  by  means  of  a  royal  governor. 

While  this  storm  was  gathering,  other  claimants  pre- 
sented themselves  for  the  contested  soil  of  Karraganset. 
One  sixteenth  of  all  the  lands  held  by  the  Atherton  com- 
pany had  been  bestowed  upon  Lord  Culpeper,  governor 
of  Virginia,  who  now  petitioiied  the  crown,  in  helialf  of  24. 
his  associates,  to  confirm  tlioir  possession,  uft'ering  to  pay 
an  annual  quit-rent  of  two  and  sixpence  for  every  hundred  1^*^^- 
acres.   The  Earl  of  Arran,  son  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  ^  ^.j 
again  urged  the  old  claim  of  his  grand&ther  the  Marquis. 
These  petitions  took  the  usual  course  of  reference  to  the 

'  This  if  worthy  of  note  aa  eridenoe  that  the  Aimotii  phnue;*,  "profeMng 
Chnitiaiuty,'*  &a,  w«re  ooi  unbodiod  in  the  law  of  161^  m  tbfl  eotouM  cf 
iUiode  Idand  hav»  chfltsod,  bat  w«re  inteipoUtad  at  a  later  dote^  tad,  «•  wooU 
appear  lij  ttie  aet^  Babeeqiiaiit  oertdnly  to  1684. 
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CHAP.  Board  of  Trade,  where  tliej  plumbercd  for  t>ume  years  be- 
fore  any  Report  was  made  upon  them.*    The  rival  claims 

1 G  8  5.  amon^  the  actual  settlers  in  Narraganset  was  giving  riae 
to  disturbance^  threatening  serious  results.  To  prevent 
1^  this  the  governor  and  council  of  Bhode  Island  issued  an 
order  requiring  that  no  man  shonld  molest  any  one  in 
the  quiet  possession  ui  hi6  laud«,  until  the  King's  pleasure 
could  he  known. 

Mfly  The  first  direct  step  was  now  taken  in  England  by 
®*  Edward  Kandolph  against  tlie  libert}-  of  the  cohinies.  He 
complained  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of  irregularities  in  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  Island,  and  mged  that  writs  of  quo 
warranto  shonM  he  granted  against  them,  for  the  pnrpose 
of  revoking  their  cliarters.  Au  order  was  at  once  issued 
for  him  to  prepare  articles  of  misdemeanor  against  these 
colonies,  that  might  serve  as  a  basis  for  the  writs,*  That 
some  intimation  of  impending  peril  had  reached  Rhode 
Island,  we  infer  from  the  proceedings  at  the  general  elec- 
tion. Gov.  Coddington  was  absent  when  the  Assembly 
met.  He  was  re-elected^  and  an  earnest  letter  infbrmingr 
him  of  the  faet,  and  requesting  his  presence,  was  carried 
to  him  by  a  committee  of  the  menihers.  He  apj)eared, 
but  dech'ned  to  serve.  Henry  Bull,  a  man  who  afterwards 
proved  himself  to  be  as  fearless  as  he  was  honest,  was 
then  chosen  governor ;  and  the  deputy  governor,  Walter 
Clarke,  was  re-elected.  The  attorney  general  and  seveml 
of  the  Asseml  ily  also  refused  to  take  their  engagements, 
and  otliers  were  chosen  in  their  places.  An  address,  in 
'  the  usual  style,  was  prepared,  congratulating  King  James 
upon  his  accession,  and  asking  a  continuance  of  the  favors 
bestowed  by  his  predecessor.  The  proprietors  of  Kana- 
ganset  sent  a  similar  address.^ 

'  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  Eng.,  vol  iii.  pp.  822-3,  32G-7. 

*  See  original  letter  prefuciag  tho  articles.    Br.  S.  P.  0.,  >few  Egglaiwi, 

TOL  iv.  p.  245.    K.  T.  Co].  Hrc.,  Ui.  175. 

'  OrigiDaU  of  both  in  Br.  is.  l\  0.,  New  EngLond,  vol  iii.  pp.  294, 
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A  royal  letter  announcing  an  impost  upon  sugar  and 
tobacco,  to  be  paid  by  the  retailers  and  consiuiKis,  and 
mentioning  also  the  defeat  of  Argyle  and  Moimiuuth  in  1685. 
Scotland,  w  iu  sent  as  the  iirst  greeting  from  the  new  King 
after  his  accession.'  The  General  Assembly  at  an  ad- 
jonmed  session  filled  the  vacancies  in  the  list  of  Assist-  30. 
ants,  two  from  Warwick  having  declined  to  serve. 

As  soon  as  Randolph  had  prepared  the  articles  of  mis-  Joly 
demeanor,  according  to  the  order  of  coimcil,  they  were 
presented  with  the  request  that  writs  of  quo  warranto  he 
tbrthwitli  issued.  The  articles  were  referred  to  the  Attur-  |- 
ney  General,  with  an  order  to  issue  the  writs  against 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  advii-ing  flie  same 
process  upon  the  proprietors  of  Bast  and  West  Jersey 
and  Delaware.*   The  articles,  as  may  be  supposed,  were 
malicious  in  spitit  and  false  in  fact ;  but  they  accomplish- 
ed the  purpose  of  their  artful  designer,  who  followed  up 
his  scheme  witli  untiring  zeal.    The  Attorney  General 
placed  the  wliole  tive  writs  in  the  hands  of  liandolph,  who 
urged  the  Board  of  Trade  to  send  them  to  America  by  a    '  o 
vessel  about  to  sail    His  anxiety  was  the  greater  on  ac- 
count of  the  failure  of  a  similar  writ  issued  nine  months 
before,  against  Massachusetts,  which  had  lapsed  owing 
to  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  term  at  which  it  was 
made  returnable  having  passed,    lie  tlicroforo  proposed 
to  the  Boiird  to  t>ike  them  himself  to  America,  and  asked 
also  for  power  ti>  erect  a   temporary  government  in 
MassachusettH  viniil  a  royal  governor  could  bo  sent  out 
for  all  Kew  England.^   This  request  was  in  the  main  oct. 
granted,  and  copies  of  the  quo  warranio  were  sent  out  ^* 
soon  after  from  the  sheriff's  office,  with  letters  explainin< 


'  Anttq.  ui"  Cmiui.  1<>7. 

'  Br.  S.  1*.  0.,  New  Euglaud,  vol.  iv.  p.  247.  \cw  York  Doci.  vol.  iii.  p. 
362.   R.  L  Col  Bee.  in.  175-7. 

*  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Englaod,  vol  iU.  pp.  349-866.  K.  L  Col.  Rec.  iii. 
17T-8. 

VUL.  I  m 
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CHAP,  the  contents. *    Two  days  later  a  President  and  Council 
"^ore  appointed  to  govern  Massachusetts,  Kew  HampBhire, 

ir>  8  r>.  Maine  and  Kings  Province.  This  commission  Gondsied 
of  seventeen  persons^  residents  of  New  En^bnd,  and 
many  of  them  pi  oprietora  in  Narraganset.  Joseph  Dud* 
ley  was  named  as  President,  and  Edward  Bandolph  was 
made  Secretary.^  Judgiiu  nt  against  Massachusetts  was 
enteroil  up  a  tew  days  after. 
23  The  General  Assembly  met  at  Providence.  A  peti- 
tion ^m  certain  inhabitants  of  Bhode  Island  was  pre* 
sented,  asking  for  a  gmnt  of  vacant  lands  in  Kings  Prov- 
ince, sufficient  to  support  a  hundred  and  fifty  families, 
that  they  might  commence  a  new  plantation.  The  As- 
sembly authorized  the  governor  and  cuuncil  of  Rhode 
Island  to  loeate  this  new  bcttleineut  in  the  NurragaDSiil 
and  Kiantic  countries,  and  to  divide  Kingstown  into  more 
than  one  town,  or  adopt  any  other  course  in  regard  to  the 
difficulties  there  that  they  might  deem  host.   A  copy  of 

'  The  qoo  trairaoto  cannot  be  found,  bat  the  ori^nal  letter  iavlikli  it  vu 

enclosed  U  preserved  aoaoog  the  Foster  MSS.  toL  ir.  in  R.  L  HUtL  Soe.,  end 
ieufollows:  "  London,  Ortnh.  r  t),  in^a.  Gentlemen.  This  day  was deUveied 
to  my  haml  (:i.->,  I  am  sccon<i:in  to  tin'  slipriff  of  Lmiil.)ii),  a  writt  of  Covrarranto 
ifehewiiiLc  out  of  till-  Crowno  otice  fif  the  Court c!"  Kii);;;'.s  hi m  li  ut  Westminster, 
ogaiiistyuu  thy  (  iuv'^'  and  Company  of  the  En<^li>]i  colony  oi'  the  Hhoade  Island 
and  the  providence  plantations  in  New  Ingland  in  America,  Requiring  your 
appeoranoe  before  bifl  Magesty  wheresoever  he  ehall  then  be  in  Inglnnd,  fion 
^  daye  of  Easter  in  fifteen  days  to  answer  nnto  our  Lord  tiie  King  bj  what 
warrant  you  oUum  to  have  an  I  \  ouse  divers  libertyes  and  francbieees  w**in  the 
si  Colony — ^rizt.,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Michsell  Bassic^haw,  London,  of  wfaJch 
you  are  impcachc<l,  .ni  l  that  you  may  not  be  Ignorint  of  any  part  of  the  con- 
torts of  the  s'  •writt,  1  liiivo  in  ClnsM  wnto  you  a  true  ('opjn.i  of  the  ei  writt 

hi>  Magesty'd  uumo  n(juiriug  your  appearance  to  it),  and  iiqniiint!!!i»  j-oo 
that  in  defulte  thereof  you  will  be  proseeded  aguiu^i  to  the  outlawry,  whereby 
Ihe  libertys  and  franchiaes  you  ^ume  and  now  Injoye  will  be  ibifiled  to  die 
King,  and  your  Charter  annulled.  Of  this  Gents  plese  to  take  nottss,  fiees 
yotir  bumble  servant  (tuiknown)  Rt.  NoBMASseLLi.''  A  simihur  letter  to  Con- 
necticut, diUod  a  year  later,  in  the  prints  and  vaiying  somewhat  in  temi^  t* 
found  in  Antiq.  of  Conn.  p.  171. 

»  1  M.  U.  C,  vol.  V.  R.  I.  Col.  iiec.  ui.  VM,  I'OO.    lUodoljih's com- 

miasion  as  secrctAiy  of  the  council  is  dated  21  Sept. 
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this  act,  and  also  of  the  petition,  was  sent  to  England. •  chap. 
A  divorce  law,  niakin^^  five  years'  neglect  or  absence  of  ^J^f^ 
eitlier  party  a  ground  of  separation,  was  passed  at  this  time.  iss^WJ. 
The  Narr^anset  proprietors  published  a  protest  against 
this  settlement  act  of  the  Rhode  Island  Assemblj,  signed 
bj  the  three  agents  of  the  company,  the  anthois  of  the  &- 
mons  handbiD,  of  eight  years  before,  prohibiting  any  persons 
from  entering  upon  the  land  without  their  consent,  or  that 
of  Richard  Smith  and  Francis  BrinlcT.  who  it  sided  on 
Ihe  spot.*    A  revival  of  the  prosecutions  upon  the  seve-  ^^i^^ 
ral  writs  of  quo  warranto  was  moved  in  the  royal  connoiL 
At  the  general  election  the  kte  deputy  governor, 
Walter  Clarke,  ^ras  chosen  goTemor,  and  Major  John 
Coggcsliall,  deputy  governor.   The  laws  relating  to  ezoiBe 
on  Hquors,  keeping  taverns,  and  selling  arms  to  the  In- 
dians, were  repealed,  and  a  committee  was  ajipointedto  co- 
dify the  laws,  the  former  committee  for  that  ])iirpose  never 
having  reported.    The  speedy  suspension  of  the  charter 
rendered  this  committee  equally  inefficient.    As  soon  as  13. 
news  of  the  arrival  of  Randolph,  at  Boston,  reached  Rhode 
Island,  Gbr.  Clarke  wrote  him  a  friendly  letter,  offering  15. 
his  services  in  behalf  of  the  King.    Dudley,  the  new  gov- 
ernor, or  President  of  the  Council,  showed  a  copy  of  tho  17. 
roval  commission  to  tlie  (leneral  Court  of  Massacliiisetts, 
who  took  exception  to  its  contents,  and  unanimously 
adopted  a  letter  to  him,  stating  their  objections,  which 
weie  as  valid  as  they  were  impolitic.    The  Court  also  re-  20. 
moved  all  papers,  relating  to  their  charter,  from  the  ens- 
tody  of  their  secretary,  and  deposited  them  with  a  special 
committee  for  safe  keeiuui::.^    The  first  proclamation  of 
the  new  government  cou firmed  all  the  exi<^tinix  officers  of 
jnstice  iu  the  several  provinces.    A  second  prociamution 
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'  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  EnglJUMl,  vol.  Hi.  pp.  855  and  879.   ILLCoL  B«o., 

m.  183. 

•  A  br(i;ul-<H*»  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  England,  vol.  iii.  p.  381. 

»  M.  C.  K.,  vol.  V.  p.  51G.   2  M.  U.  C,  via.  179.   R.  I.  C.  R,  iiL  S08w 
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m.KV.  fdlowed^  esiabliBhing  the  loyal  government  in  Karregiiii- 

set,  erecting  a  Court  of  Kecord  there,  appointing^  civil 
and  military  officers  for  the  time  hcin*;,  and  prubibiting 
Ccnnecticiit  or  Rho<lc  Ishmd  iiuin  lurtiier  exercise  of 
jurisdiction  in  that  country.'    But  thi*j  frovemment  was 
simply  provisional,  to  continue  only  till  the  plan  of  con- 
solidating all  Kew  England  under  one  royal  governor 
3.    could  be  perfected.   This  was  done  by  the  appointment 
of  8ir  Edmund  Andros^  formerly  governor  of  New  York, 
to  the  supreme  authority,  by  royal  commission.^  Until 
his  ui rival  Dndlcy  and  Lib  council  Lad  full  sway  within 
the  limitri  oi'  their  government.    They  examined  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  C  rancid  commission  in  regard  to  Karra- 
gansety  confirmed  the  records,  and  adopted  the  same  book 
ibr  all  subsequent  entries  of  the  acts  of  the  proprietoia 
They  also  rebuked,  the  other  authorities  for  the  injustice 
that  had  so  lon^  been  practised  against  all  dissenters  from 
the  Turitan  Church.    The  best  act  of  the  Dudley  ad- 
ministration, and  the  only  one  for  which  the  secretary, 
Randolph,  deserves  couimendation  from  Bhode  Island, 
was  a  letter  that4ie  wrote  to  Gov.  Hinckley  on  account 
of  a  tax  laid  at  Scituate,  upon  a  Quaker,  for  the  support 
of  the  ministry.   Bandolph  arrived  in  Bhode  Isknd,  with 
the  fatal  order  of  council  upon  the  quo  warranto ,  and 
there  heaid  the  complaint  of  this  act  of  injustice  com- 
mitted al)out  three  weeks  before  in  riynioutli.  The 
libeiality  nf  the  Pilgrim  colony  had         since  yielded  in 
the  overwhelming  influence  of  Ma^jsachusetts,  and  there 
was  now  hut  little  difference  between  them,  either  on  points 
of  doctrine  or  of  ecclesiastical  polity.   Although  Plymouth  ' 
was  not  included  in  Dudley's  government,  the  secretaij 

'  R.  I.  C.  XL,  uL  197.  Richard  Soiitlj,  Jumes  Pendletou,  and  Joba  Fo«wfl» 
mra  luuned  m  Jotticei^  Bidianl  Sndtk  m  Sergeuit  M^Jor  of  militia,  and  four 
eooBlabka  were  alio  designated.  Both  proelainatioiu  axe  on  printed  hroedf' 
rides  in  Br.  S.  V.  O.,  Now  Euirlan  l,  vol.  iii.  pp.  375,  377. 
s  Bi9  eommiHkm  ie  printed  infuU  in  R.  I.  C.  R.,  iiL  212-18, 
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mt  once  wrote  to  the  governor,  expressing^  regret  that,  while  cil\l\ 
liberty  uf  conscience  had  been  granted  in  tlio  royal  com-.  ^J!^ 
mission  to  the  colonics  therein  includedj  it  shonld  be  re-  HiSO. 
strained  in  tliat  colony  without  s|)ecial  license  from  the  22. 
King.    The  letter  further  stated  that  it  would  be  as 
reasonable  to  levy  a  tax  on  Plymouth  for  the  support  of 
the  Church  of  England  minister,  now  preaching  at  Bofr* 
ton,  as  to  make  the  Quakers  pay  to  maintain  the  Puritan 
clergy.    This  was  a  home  thrust  that  admitted  of  no  parry 
except  l>y  inlujfling  the  princii)Ies  of  lihode  Island  ;  and 
not  a  little  of  the  impotent  rage  displayed  nj^ainst  Dud- 
ley and  his  successor,  may  be  fairly  ascribed  to  the  spirit 
of  religious  intolerance. 

Banddlph  having  deUveied  the  order  of  council  upon 
the  writ,  and.  at  the  same  time  soothed,  in  a  measure, 
atso  irritated  feelings  of  the  people  by  his  unexpected  de- 
fence of  their  favorite  principle,  the  next  clay  passed  over 
to  Narrat^anset,  where  Dudley  and  his  council  lield  a  23. 
court.  The  commission  was  read,  the  oaths  of  office  and 
of  allegiance  therein  prescribed  were  administered  to  the 
justices  and  people,  and  John  Foanes  was  made  perma- 
nent clerk  of  the  Court  of  Records.  The  militia  were 
duly  commissioned,  and  the  names  of  the  three  towns  in 
the  Province  were  changed.  Kingston,  the  chief  town, 
was  called  liocliester,  Westerly,  the  second  in  si/o,  was 
named  Have rsliani.  and  Greenwich,  the  smallest,  Dedtbrd. 
Their  boundaries  were  established,  the  western  limits  of 
Haversham  to  be  the  Pawcatuck  river,  and  the  northern 
bound  of  Bedford  to  be  the  town  of  Warwick,  and  to  in- 
clude within  it  the  disputed  neck  of  Potowomet,  long 
ckdmed  by  the  latter.'    Preemption  rights  were  allowed 

•  This  <ruve  Hsr-  to  a  dispute.  In  order  to  an  ainuuMo  sfttK'ment,  the  town 
ot'  W  arwick  on  9  July,  1686,  appointed  three  men  to  meet  a  deputation,  pro- 
bably th«  three  ageut«  of  tlte  Atberton  company,  at  a  place  half  way  betimD 
Wftiiriek  and  Boaton,  to  dtaeua  Urn  malCer,  bnt  instnieted  diem  to  yield  nodi- 
iiig  over  wbicb  thej  had  « jnit  claim  hj  parsluue  Aom  the  Indiaam  The  le* 
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CHAP,  to  those  wlao,  inthout  leave  of  the  piopneton,  had  settled 
upoQ  the  old   mortgaged  lands/'  and  time  was  giyen  iot 
1686.  them  to  arrange  with  the  owners,  by  rent  or  pnrchaee, 

with  rip^ht  of  appeal  to  the  government  at  Bus  to  u  in  the 
case  i  if  dissatisfaction.  Two  annual  courts  of  Picas  were 
estabiisiicd,  to  be  held  at  Rochester  in  May  and  October. 
Thirty  wild,  ortmmarked  horses  were  ordered  to  be  cau^it 
84.  and  sold,  the  proceeds  to  be  employed  in  hnilding  a 
prison  and  erecting  stocks,  and  Daniel  Vernon  was  ap^ 
pointed  marshal  of  the  PrOTinee  and  keeper  of  the  ymson.* 
The  government  of  Kings  Province  was  thus  organized  on 
what  was  believed  to  be  a  permanent  basis.  The  western 
boundary  was  established  in  accordance  with  the  early  ckum 
of  Rhode  Island,  with  which  the  Province  was  soon  again 
to  be  incorporated  never  more  to  be  divided. 

The  nsnal  Jnne  adjoomment  of  the  May  sessioit  hap- 
pened to  fall  at  the  precisie  time  when  the  summons  of 
Randolph  to  assemble  the  freemen  would  have  required  it 
23.  to  meet.  It  was  the  last  General  Assembly  that  fJir 
nearly  four  years  was  to  convenu  upon  the  firee  soil  of  Rhode 
Island.  J^otice  had  been  given  by  Gov.  Clarke  finr  the 
freemen  generally  to  attend  and  give  their  opinion  upon 
the  course  to  he  pursued.  A  large  number  were  present, 
and,  after  consultation,  left  the  matter  to  the  judgment 
of  the  Assembly,  who  wisely  determined  not  to  stand  suit 
with  the  King,  but  t*>  proceed  by  humble  address  to  his 
Majesty,  asking  a  continuance  of  their  charter  ])rivilegos. 
A  committee  was  appointed  for  this  purpose,  and  to  pro- 
cure a  messenger  to  go  to  England. 

But,  although  the  freemen  in  Qeneial  Assembly  thus 
quietly  and  prudently  surrendered  their  common  charter 
at  the  dictation  of  a  despot  whose  will  was  kw,  they  had 
no  idea  of  parting  with  their  ancient  liberties  beyond  a 

rail  of  this  eonfiireiio*^  vUcii  wm  to  be  beM  on  the  IBAJvfy,  eMmot  be  e»- 
oerleinel  The  Warwick  leeofda  «f  lUe  period  «e  kit 

>  Potfeef  s  Nemgueet    B.  L  H.  C.»  UL  888.  a  L  Col.  Bec.»  iiL  SSS^ 
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certain  aad  inevitable  point.   Their  diBtinct  existence  as  a  cii  a  v. 

colony  was  soon  to  be  jneiged  in  a  great  central  government. 

The  purpose  for  which  they  had  first  sought  a  patent,  to  1686. 

consolidate  the  towns  so  as  to  coiiipol  tlie  iitMu'liboririg  culo- 
nies  to  respect  tlieir  rights,  was  no  lonprer  essuiitial  under 
an  aduiiuiBtration  that  was  to  reduce  the  whole  of  New 
England  to  the  same  level  in  point  of  power.  The  new 
government  would  not  tolemte  such  acts  on  the  part  of 
her  neighbors  as  had  led  the  fonr  original  towns  of  Rhode 
Island  to  combme  under  the  first  charter.  Before  that 
period  each  town  was  in  itself  sovereign,  and  enjoyed  a 
full  measure  of  civil  and  religious  frce  lnm.  They  had 
now  only  to  lall  back  upon  their  primitive  system  of 
town  governments  to  be  as  free  under  the  new  regime  as 
they  had  been  prior  to  the  union  of  1647 ;  while  a  royal 
government  would  secure  to  them  the  same  protection 
from  their  neighbors  that  the  charters  had  done.  For 
these  reasons  the  policy  of  James  II.  was  less  disastrous 
to  Rhode  Ibland  than  to  any  other  of  its  victims.  It 
catised  ]ier  to  fall  back  upon  a  system  in  which  she  had 
already  had  experience,  and  which  had  proved  chiefly  de- 
flective in  the  single  point  that  the  new  policy  would  ob- 
viate. The  American  system  of  town  governments, 
which  necessity  had  compelled  Rhode  Island  to  initiate, 
fifty  years  before,  now  became  the  means  of  preserving 
the  liberty  of  the  individual  citizen  wUlu  that  of  the 
State,  or  colony,  was  cruslied.  To  provide  for  this  was 
the  last  act  of  the  expiring  legislature.  For  this  purpose 
it  was  declared  lawful,  for  the  freemen  of  each  town  in 
this  colony  to  meet  together  and  appoint  five,  or  more  or 
fewer,  days  in  the  year  for  their  assembling  together,  as 
the  i\reemen  of  each  town  shall  conclude  to  be  convenient, 
for  the  managing  tlie  affairs  of  their  respective  towns  ;  " 
and  tliat  yearly,  upon  onL'  of  those  days,  town  otHcers  should 
I'C  chosen  as  heretofore,  taxes  levied,  and  other  business 
transacted  at  such  meetiogs,  as  the  majority  should  de- 
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en. VP.  termine ;  and  that  to  pieyent  question  of  the  legality  of 
Jf^^.:^  the  meetings  the  townsmen  should  order  their  olerky  or 
I6d6.  other  officer,  to  warn  the  freemen  to  attend  at  a  certain 
day  and  hour.  The  Assembly  then  dissolved.  The  dos- 
ing scene  in  the  first  period  of  Rhode  Island  history,  under 
the  Koyal  charter,  was  at  hand.  Altlioiigh  the  arrival  of 
Andros  did  not  occur  for  »ome  niontlis,  liis  commibsiou  had 
already  issued,  and  as  there  was  no  change  in  his  policy, 
80  &r  as  regards  Bhode  Island  and  Kings  Province,  from 
that  which  was  adopted  by  Dudley  in  respect  to  Naira- 
ganset,  his  adnunistration  Tirtually  commenced  in  Rhode 
Island  with  the  suspension  of  the  charter. 


APPENDIX  P. 

ANSWER  OF  RHODE  ISLiVND  TO  THE  INC^LiiiiLi  OF  THE  BOAliD 

OF  TRA]>E. 

ntOM  THE  OmOUCAL  Ot  TBS  BIUTUR  STATE  FAPKH  OmCK,  HKW  BtOUUKD 

PArSRB.    B.  T.  TOU  Ot.  P.  121. 

X  "\\'hcreas  weo  (he  Oovcrnor  ;nitl  Connctll  of  Jiis  Majc^^tics  (^)^lon(•r 
of  lihoadc  Island  and  Providence  Plaiitati<.iis  recoaved  from  your 
Lordships  the  Riglit  Honorable,  the  Ix)rds  of  his  Majesties  most  Hon- 
(•rahlc  Pnvy  Councill.  aiipointed  a  committet-  for  Tnidc  and  rorroiirn 
I'ia mat  ions  certain  heads  of  inquicry,  suhbcribcd  by  the  honorable 
eccretary  William  Bkthwayt,  in  obedience  to  your  Lordships  com- 
maads  requiring  an  nnswer  thereunto ;  wee  the  Goremor  and  CmmeiU 
aforesaid  aooordioge  to  the  best  of  oor  understandings  make  answer  as 
ibUoveth,  viz^. 

To  the  flist  weo  humbly  answer  that  the  CounoeUs  and  Asaembliea 

are  stated  aooordingc  to  his  Majesties  appointment  in  his  gimtious  ]et> 
ters  Pattcnts,  and  our  Courts  of  judicatuiearetwointheyeareoartaiB 
appointed  accordingo  to  Charter,  aqd  ar^,  earned  on  hj  Judges  and 
Juror>.  accord  in  frc  to  Law  and  Charter. 

T  <  the  .second,  concerniiige  the  court  of  .Adiniraity  woe  answer  that 
weo  haTO  made  Drovision  to  act  accordingc  to  the  Lawes  of  iCng1f^ly^ 
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n>  nearo  the  constitution  of  our  place  will  bearo  havinge  but  little  cHAP 
occasion  thereofe.  Xi. 

To  the  third  wte  answer  that  accordingo  to  our  Charter  the  Legis-  '"^^pp" 
haiw  power  is  seated  in  our  Geuurall  Assemblies,  and  the  executive  F. 
power  of  the  government  is  in  our  Courts  of  Trialls  settled  accordinge 
toChftrter. 

To  the  fourth  wee  answer  that  cor  Lawes  are  made  aooordingc  to 
the  Charter  not  repugnant  but  agreable  to  the  Lawes  of  Bngland. 

To  the  fifth  we  answer,  that  as  for  Horse  wee  have  hat  few,  but  the 
chief  of  ovr  Militia  consists  of  ten  companys  of  foote^  being  Trayned 
Binds  under  one  Qenerall  Commander,  and  ^ir  arms  are  firelockc  s. 

To  the  sixth,  wee  answer  that  in  the  late  Indian  warres  wee  forti- 
fied  ourselves  against  the  Indians  as  necessity  required,  but  as  for 
fortiflcnttnn  aininst  a  Forreign  rncmi  \  as  yet  wcehavo  )n<1  no  occasion 
but  have  made  as  good  provision  as  at  present  wee  arc  capacitated  to 
doe. 

To  the  pcvonth  wee  answer,  that  our  coast  is  little  frequented  and 
not  at  ail  at  tins  time  with  privateers  or  pirates. 

To  the  eighth  wee  answer,  as  with  respect  to  other  Nations,  that 
the  French  being  seated  at  Canada  and  up  the*  Bay  of  Fonde  are  a 
Tcry  considerable  number,  as  wee  judge  about  two  thousand,  but  as 
Ibr  the  Indians,  they  are  generally  cat  off  by  the  late  warr,  that  were 
inhabitinge  onr  CoUoney. 

To  the  9th  wee  answer,  that  as  for  Fcwieighners  and  Indians,  we 
hare  no  commerce  with,  but  as  for  our  ndg^ibouringe  English,  wee 
have  and  ehall  cndeaTour  to  keepe  a  good  correspondency  with  them. 

To  the  10th  wee  answer  as  to  the  IJoundarycs  of  our  Land  within 
our  Patent  that  our  Charter  doth  declare  the  same  viz — (extracts  the 
hounds  IVoni  the  iharttr,  and  adds,  "the  greatest  part  of  it  unculti- 
vated!, and  is  about  a  decree  as  wo  conceave.") 

To  thi"  11th  wee  answer  tliat  thu  principal  town  for  trade  in  our 
Collonty  16  the  Towno  of  Newport,  that  the  generality  of  our  buildinge 
is  of  timber  and  generally  smalL 

To  the  12th,  That  wee  have  nine  towns  or  dlfisioDt  withhi  oar 
Colioney. 

To  the  18th,  That  wee  have  Beveral  good  Harbon  in  the  CoUcoey 
of  very  good  dq>th  and  sonndinge,  navigaUe  for  any  shipphige. 

To  the  14th,  That  the  principall  matters  that  are  exported  amongst 
OS,  is  Horses  and  provisions,  and  the  goods  chiefly  imported  is  a  small 
quantity  of  Barbadoes  goods  for  stipply  of  our  familyes. 

To  tho  15th,  That  as  for  Salt  Peter  we  know  of  none  in  this  Col- 
ioney. 

To  tho  It'.tl),  Wee  an&wcr  tluit  wlc  have  severall  men  tiiat  dealc  in 
buyingjC  and  seiiiuge  although  they  cannot  properly  be  called  Merchants, 
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CHAP.  Planters  v,  <  o  oonceaTe  there  aro  aboot  five  hundred  mid  ftbont 

XL     five  hundred  men  bestdcs. 
"JJ^       To  the  17tli,  that  we  have  liad  few  or  none  either  of  English,  Scou^ 
F.      Irish  or  Forreighners,  onely  a  few  blakes  imported. 

To  the  I8th,  That  there  may  be  of  Whitea  and  lilakes  about  iwu 
hundred  borne  in  »  yearn. 

To  the  19th,  That  for  marriages  we  have  about  filly  in  a  ;etra» 

To  the  2(Hh,  That  for  burrials  this  aeafen  yeares  last  past  aoeord- 
inge  to  oompntation  amonnts  to  foure  hundred  fifty  and  five. 

To  the  2l8t,  That  aa  for  Merdnnts  wee  have  none^bnt  themoet  of 
onr  Colloncy  live  comfortably  by  improvingc  the  wildemesse. 

To  the  224I,  That  wee  hare  no  sbippinge  belonginge  to  onr  CoUoimj 
but  only  a  few  sloopcs. 

To  the  2dd,  that  the  great  obstruction  conccmingo  trade  is  the 
want  of  Merchants  and  Men  of  ronsidtTiiMc  E.^tatcs  amon^-^t  us. 

To  the  24th,  wee  answer  tliat  a  ILshitige  trade  miglit  ]  r  ve  very 
bencficiall  p»*ovided  acconliugo  to  the  former  arlickle  there  were  men 
of  considerable  Ef^tutt  s  ainonsrst  us  aud  willing:  to  propagate  it. 

To  thii  25th,  i  iiat  as  for  goodcs  exported  aud  imported,  which  ia 
very  little,  there  is  no  Ciistome  imposed. 

To  the  26tlL  wee  answer  that  tiliose  people  that  goe  under  the  ^ 
nomination  of  Baptists  and  Quakers  are  the  most  tliat  publiquelyeon- 
gregpkCe  togetlwr,  but  there  are  others  of  diven  persuaoons  and  prin- 
ciples all  which  together  with  them  injoy  tlieir  liberties  accordinge  to 
his  Majesties  gratious  Charter  to  them  granted,  wiierein  all  people  m 
our  Colloncy  aro  to  enjoy  their  liberty  of  conseinro  provided  their 
liberty  extend  not  to  lieentioosnessei  but  as  for  Papiata,  wee  know  of 
none  amorifrst  us?. 

To  the  27tli,  That  we  leave  every  Man  to  walke  as  God  shall  per- 
suade their  hartes,  and  di>e  actively  and  pa>«ive!y  yield  ohe<lienee  to 
the  Civill  Magistrate  and  doe  not  actively  disiurh  the  Civill  j>eaeeand 
live  peaeeably  in  the  Corporation  as  our  Charter  requireis,  aud  liave 
liberty  to  fiequeut  an}'  nieeting.s  of  worship  for  their  better  Tnstrwc- 
tion  and  information,  but  as  for  beggars  md  vagabonds  wee  have  uouc 
amongst  us ;  and  as  for  lame  and  impotent  persons  there  is  a  due 
oourse  taken.  This  may  farther  humbly  infbrme  your  Lordships  that 
our  predecessors  about  forty  years  since  left  their  nattTs  ooantray  and 
comfiirtable  settlements  there  because  they  could  not  in  their  priTSte 
opinions  conform  to  the  lithnrge,  formes  and  ceremoiiieB  of  the  Chnrdi 
of  England,  and  transported  themselTes  and  familycs  over  the  Ocean 
seas  to  dwell  in  this  remote  wildemeSse,  that  they  might  injoy  their 
liberty  in  their  opinions,  which  upon  appUcation  to  his  gratious  M^eety 
after  hi-  happy  restouration  did  of  hi?  bountifull  go<)dn<'!^se  gjannt  us  a 
Charter  full  of  liberty  of  conscience,  provided  that  the  pretence  of 
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libcrtv  extend  not  to  licentiousncsse,  in  which  said  Charier  there  is 
liberty  for  any  persons  that  will  at  their  obnrjros  build  Chiirclics  and 
maintainc  snch  as  are  called  Ministers  without  the  least  molestation 
as  well  as  others. 

In  the  behalf  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Councill,  signed 

Pjuju2  Samdford,  Governor. 

Dated  Newport  on  Koad  Island 
the  eighth  of  Majr  1660. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
1686—1700. 


FROM  THE  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  ANDROS  GOTEBNMENT  TO 
THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTDRT. 


<  IIAP 
XII. 


The  address  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  King  acknowledg- 
ed tlie  recL'ipt  of  the  quo  warrantoa  at  the  hand  of  Raii- 
^f^v'  dolph,  and  declared  that  although  the  period  had  nlroady 
3.'  passed  at  whidi  the  writ  was  ictuniahle,  they  would  uot 
stand  suit  with  his  IVlajesty.  The  pohcy  of  this  oouise 
was  obvious.  Besistance  could  only  have  incensed  the 
monarchy  and  prove  futile  in  the  end.  The  Bermudas 
Islands  and  the  city  of  London  had  both  stood  a  trial  and 
lost  their  charters.  A  large  number  of  corpora^ns  in 
England  had  f^hared  t]ic  same  fate.  Tlie  intamous  Jct- 
i'crit  s  was  then  Lord  Chancellor,  to  whom  the  will  of  the 
King  was  the  only  law.  New  England  was  doomed,  and 
every  consideration  of  principle  or  of  policy  that  could  ac- 
tuate Rhode  Island  moved  her  to  this  course ;  the  more 
so  as  James  IL  had  proclaimed  her  fevorite  idea  of  fiee^ 
dom  of  conscience.  The  address  asked  for  a  continuance 
of  licr  privileges  in  this  respect,  and  that  no  i)erson8 
should  be  placed  over  her  "  that  suit  not  the  nature  and 
constitution  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  here^''  and  further, 
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that  Newport  might  be  made  a  free  poit.^  Another  ad-  cuai>. 
dress  from  certain  freemen  of  Bhode  Island  was  sent,  to  the 

same  effect,  but  injudiciously  taking  exception  to  the  act  of  1^  8  6. 
the  AsseniblVy  and  praying  that  they,  the  signers,  may  be  lo, 
cxemj)t  Iroiu  the  tax  ibr  au  ageut  to  be  Bent  to  England. 
This  attempt  at  action  independent  from  that  of  the  As- 
sembly in  the  premises,  was,  to  say  the  least^  in  had  taste, 
and  its  motlTe  is  sufficiently  apparent  at  the  close.  It 
indicatec  the  prevetsity  of  party  spirit  at  a  time  when  all 
parties  shonld  have  united  in  view  of  a  common  danger. 
It  is  si;:;iie(l  l)y  fuurtccn  jjcisonsj  representing  various  in- 
terests, several  of  wLoiu  were  amon;,^  the  Atherton  pur- 
cbaserB.^  The  two  writs  against  Connecticut  were  not 
served  by  l^ui  l  olph  till  a  month  later  than  those  against 
Bhode  Island.  A  special  Assembly  was  thereupon  con- 
vened  at  Hartford,  who  appointed  an  agent  to  cany 
a  petition  to  the  King.  A  third  writ  was  afterward 
brought  agaiust  theiu,  and  it  was  not  till  Sir  Kdinund 
Andros  had  arrived  and  personally  appeared  with  an 
armed  I'oree  beture  the  Coimecticut  assembly,  that  the 
colony  finally  sul  emitted  ;  bat  they  concealed  their  char- 
ter in  a  hollow  of  the  famous  tree  since  known  as  the 
^*  Charter  Oak.'' ' 

Bandolph  sent  an  account  to  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
his  proceedings,  and  of  the  state  of  government  in  the 
colonies,  urging  that  a  ^n  iieral  governor  should  be  sent 
without  delay.*  Major  John  (Ireene  of  Warwick  was  Aug. 
conmiisHioned  by  the  governor  to  carry  the  iettei  s  and  ad-  ^' 
dress  to  £nglaud  and  to  act  as  agent  for  the  Colony.* 
His  former  colleague  in  the  agency,  Bandal  Holden,  also 
sent  an  address  concerning  Kings  Province,  rehearsing  its  21. 

■  ftr.  S.  P.  0.,  Naw  Eng.,  r.  3.  p.  d06.    It.  L  GoL  Roc,  iii.  198. 
*  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eng.,  vol  iv.  p.  412L   R.  I.  Col.  tt«e.,  iii  194. 

'  Oct.  01,  1G87.  TniiTjlmll  B.  I.  ch,  xv.  p.  3G8-72,  e.iit,  I8I8. 

'  IJr.  S.  P.  n..  N-  v  ]:u:^.,  vol.  iv.  p.  m:,.   R.  L  Col.  Boa,  iU.  m 
^  Br.  &  P.  0.,  New  Eng.,  toI.  iv.  p.  486. 
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CHAP,  bistory  since  the  submission  of  the  Saclicms,  down  to  the 
government  of  Dudley,  and  advisin2f  tlmt  per.Huus  not  in- 

1  6  8  6.  terested  in  the  lands  should  have  the  disposal  of  them,  as 
2lf   ^  Majesty's  interests  were  disreganled  hj  the  present 
rnlen.^   The  justices  of  Kamgaoflet,  ^Ao  were  among 
its  proprietors,  sent  an  address  ag«i1hig  tJie  chamotar  of 
Gheene,  the  Rhode  Island  agent,  as  the  author  of  their 
troubles,  in  order  to  counteract  his  influence  at  the 
Court,*  and  asking  that  their  affairs  might  be  referred 
to  Dudley  and  his  council.    A  simihir  petition  a£^;iin'^t 
Greene  was  sent  by  the  Pawtuxet  proprietors,  asking  lor 
a  like  reference  of  their  dispute  witli  Warwick  on  the  fa- 
mous second  verdict,  ohtaihed  hj  Harris  in  tiieir  behalf 
nine  jeais  before.*  In  a  long  oommunicatbn  firom  Presi- 
dent Dudley,  sent  at  this  time  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  he 
dwells  up<tn  the  violations  of  the  acts  of  trade  all  along* 
the  coRSt  IVom  Nova  8cotiii  to  New  York,  and  mentions 
the  aggressions  of  the  French  upon  the  liBhing  vessels 
of  New  England.    He  states  that,  to  prevent  illegal 
commerce,  the  number  of  firee  ports  had  been  much  xe-> 
duced,  and  gives  also  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  c^ 
the  council  in  organissing  Kings  Provinca^   The  secretary, 
Randolph,  in  a  letter  denouncing  the  conduct  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  resisting  an  im])ost  of  duties,  which  he  es- 
timates would  yield  a  revenue  of  four  thousand  jxtunds 
sterling  a  year,  when  Connecticut  and  £hode  Island  were 
added  to  the  New  England  government,  also  mentions 
the  appearance  of  piratical  vessels  upon  the  coast,  to  the 
great  hindeiance  of  trade.'    In  a  private  letter  of  the 
same  date  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  Bandolph  complains 
bitterly  of  his  colleatrues  in  the  goveriinient,  especially  i  f 
President  DuiUey,  who  he  says  refuses  to  aid  him  in  the 

'  Br.  S.  P.  O..  New  Eng.,  Tol.  ir.  p.  440. 

»  l?r.      P.  O.,  New  Knj?..  vol.  iv.  ^  411.    K  I.  Col.  Kec,  iU.  208, 
^  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  .New  Eng.,  vol.  iv.  p.  407.    R.  L  Col  Roc,  iil  209. 

*  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eng.,  vol.  iv.  p.  311. 

•  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eug.,  voU  iv.  p.  195.   R  L  CoU  Ree.,  UL  M, 


Digrtized  by  Google 


8SAL  AND  FLAG  07  NEW  SKQLAKD. 


495 


schemes  of  eathzalment  which  he  proposes  for  New  Eng-  chap 
land,  and  he  urges  again  the  sending  of  a  general  gov^ 
emor.   This  letter  ptesents  a  carious  pbture  of  the  di-  i^se. 
Wded  councils  thaft  pievafled  in  the  colonies,  eren  amoi^ 
the  despotic  mlmstera  of  King  James.'   The  Quakers  25. 
also  prepared  an  address  to  send  by  Robert  Hodgson,  one 
of  their  Ti)e!i)berrt,  jii  which  they  ask  tliat  tlieir  religious 
privil^es  may  be  preserved  to  them,  and  their  peculiar 
YiewB  in  i^aid  to  oaths  and  militaiy  service  may  be 
respected.* 

Upon  receipt  of  the  address  of  the  Ckneral  Assembly^  ^^P^* 
additional  instructions  were  given  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros 

to  demand  the  surrender  of  tlie  cliarter,  upon  his  arrival, 
and  to  take  Rhode  Island  under  his  orovemment,  assuring 
the  colony  of  the  royal  protection,  and  to  do  the  same 
with  Connecticnt  in  case  her  people  should  likewise  de- 
cide to  sarrender  their  charter.'  A  few  days  Uter  the 
last  acts  necessaiy  to  the  departure  of  Andios  to  enter  upon 
the  government  of  New  England,  were  concluded  by  giv- 
ing him  the  seal  and  flag  prepared  for  the  consolidated 
provinces.  The  seal  eni)»loyed  by  the  president  and 
council  represi  nted  an  Indian  with  a  bow  in  his  left  hand 
and  an  anrow  in  his  right,  and  the  inscription,  siqilum 

PR^9ID.  OONOIU  DOM.  fiEO.  IN  NOV.  ANOLIA,"  within  the 

border.^  The  new  seal  was  moie  elaborate,  and  is  thus 
described  in  the  receipt  given  for  it  by  Andros^^' en- 
graven on  the  one  side  with  his  Majesty's  cfHgies  standing 
under  a  canopy,  robed  in  his  royal  veHLmentb  and  crown- 


'     ^r.  IT.  r  .  vii.  154.  R.  I.  Col.  Rcc ,  Hi.  206. 

^  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  Kng.,  vol.  iv.  p  419. 

'  3.  M.  H.  C ,  vii.  It.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iil  218. 

*  Tbc  Sbal  of  the  PitKsiDi.vo  CoLNCu.  or  OUR  Lo&D  THE  Kixo  IN  New 
Emolaxo.  Copiet  of  tbb  an  attached  to  iihe  pvodanuitlom  of  Dndbj  Won 
mantionoJ,  in  the  Briti«h  Stake  Paper  Office,  Lo&don.  No  copiet  of  the  Aa- 
droatml  appcur  in  the  British  archive<i.  The  prooeedingt  of  Us  ooonoil  were 
transmitted  to  Kiigland  bat  have  not  been  found  among  the  goremment  ree- 
otdB.   It  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  may  aome  day  he  dieoororod. 
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CHAP,  ed,  witli  a  sceptre  in  the  left  hand,  the  right  liaml  beiug 
extended  towards  aa  Englishman  and  an  Indiao,  both 

108  6.  kneeling;  the  one  presenting  the  fruits  of  the  countrr, 
and  the  other  a  scroll,  and  over  their  heads  a  Cherol»n 
holding  another  scroll  mththis  motto :  Nunqnam  libertas 
gratior  extat,  with  his  Majesty's  titles  around  the  circnm- 
t'eivnce  ;  there  being  on  the  other  ^^ido  the  Kind's  arms, 
with  the  garter,  crovrn,  supporters  and  motto,  and  this  in- 
scription round  the  circumt'erence  :  Bigillum  Novt^  Anglia? 
in  America/'  *  A  plate  representing  the  New  England 
colors,  imder  the  administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros^ 
from  the  original  design  in  the  British  archives,  is  Here 
offered  as  a  rare  historical  curiosity.' 

It  would  seem  as  if  every  separate  interest  in  Rhode 
U.  Ishmd  deteniiiued  to  be  heard  on  its  own  account  by 
tlie  Kii);j:.  The  people  of  Providence  sent  an  address  n  - 
signing  tlieir  charter,  asking  to  be  annexed  to  the  general 
New  England  government,  and  disowning  the  Assembly's 
address.  This  was  the  seventh  memorial  that  was  sent 
from  this  colony  within  about  three  months.' 

The  reviication  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  that  glorious 
decree  by  wlil-h  Henry  of  Navarre  secured  toleration  to 
the  ProteKtants  of  France,  was  the  crowning  act  of  Jesuit 
intrigue  wiiich  only  the  genius  of  Colbert  had  hitherto  foil- 
ed. Upon  his  death  the  last  obstacle  to  the  extirj^ation 
of  Calvinism  in  France  was  removed.  The  edict  of  Hennr 
IV.  was  revoked  by  Louis  XIV.,  liberty  of  conscience  was 
abolished,  and  a  fierce  persecution  of  the  Huguenots  en- 
sued. More  than  half  a  million  of  the  most  skilful,  in- 
dustrious cuid  loyal  subjects  of  the  BoiU'bon  lied  from  their 

'  Br.  &  P.  O.,  N«w  England,  voL  ir.  p.  2G7. 
*  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Neii7  EngUtid,  vol.  iy,  p.  228. 

>  Ths  lit^  from  th«  Asnmlify,  Jnlj  8.  24.  Diven  fceeuen,  Jaly  16.  Sd. 

Raadiil  Holdcii's.  4th.  Justices  of  Narraganiict.  5tb.  Pawtnxct.  «'tb.  Quaker!«, 
nil  in  AuLTtist.  7tli.  I'rovidcn' c,  O  ^t.  11.  Only  tlio  first  of  these  is  found 
upon  our  State  records.  The  originals  of  them  all  are  filed  ia  the  Brilish 
State  Taper  UUice,  I^ndon,  a«  referred  to  ia  the  aote«. 
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native  land^  and  introduced  into  other  countries  the  arts  ceap. 
and  commerce  of  which  they  were  masters.*   The  effect 
upon  Fianoe  for  a  time  was  scarcely  less  dissistrous  168G. 
than  that  which  followed  the  expulsion  of  the  Jews  in 

Spain,  two  centuries  before,  by  Ferdinand  and  TftalKjlla. 
The  })anislied  Huguenots  carried  with  them  over  the 
world  the  blessings  of  a  vital  faith,  of  frugal  habits, 
and  the  knowledge  of  new  sources  of  useful  and  elegant 
industry.  Whereyer  they  settled  their  descendants  re- 
main, to  this  day,  living  witnesses  of  the  loss  entailed  by 
Jesuit  craft  upon  the  country  of  their  origin.  NuraberR 
of  them  emigrated  to  America  ;  some  of  these  fouiui 
their  way  to  New  England,  and  settled  in  Rhode  iBland, 
where  they  could  enjoy  the  freedom  tliat  was  denied  them 
at  home.  An  agreement  was  made  I  '  t ween  the  Narra-  12, 
ganset  proprietors  and  the  Bev.  £zekiel  Carre  and  P. 
Berton,  in  behalf  of  the  French  refugees,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  a  place  called  Newberry  Plantation,  but  this  be- 
ing too  far  from  the  sea,  another  spot  was  selected,  near 
John  Foanes'  house  in  Rochester  (Kingston),  and  a  new 
agreement  made  between  the  parties.  The  price  fixed 
was  tour  shiUings  an  acre,  cash,  or  twenty-five  pounds  lur  ^ 
every  one  hundred  acres,  being  five  shillings  an  acre,  pay- 
able in  three  years,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  there- 
after. Each  family  was  to  have  one  hundred  acres  of  up- 
land, if  they  desired  so  much,  and  a  proi)ortionate  part 
of  meadow.  M.  Carre,  the  minister,  was  to  have  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  gratis  ;  one  hundred  acres  were  as- 
signed as  glebe  land,  and  fifty  acres  to  support  a  Protest- 
ant schoolmaster.    Forty-five  fiimilies  commenced  the 

*  This  celebrated  edict  was  issued  by  Henry  IV.  in  1598,  and  revoked  by 
Louis  XIV.,  Oct.  24.  1CS5.  800,000  IVjtestjiiits  fled  frotn  France  during  the 
persecution  tlmt  omucd.  EugLiud  gained  immensely  by  tldii  fatal  policy  of 
her  invQtefmte  fee.  50,000  artinuu  tought  refuge  in  I^oodoii,  and  Introdnoed 
the  nnurafftctine  of  lUk,  cijital  glawci,  jeweliy,  ud  oUier  fine  woriti,  many 
of  item  before  unkno^-n,  bnt  ovor  dnco  taeetMMfy  prowooted  b  En^ftiid. 
Andenon's  Hialoiy  of  Commeroe. 

VOL.  1.^82 


Digitized  by  Google 


498  HISTOBY  OF  TH£  6TATS  OF  BHOBS  ISLAND. 

CHAP.  Bettlement,  built  a  church  and  twenty-five  houses,  and 
Jf^,  profipered  for  some  yeap  until  dispersed  by  the  lawless 
1686.  conduct  of  their  neighbors,  as  will  hereafter  be  shown.' 

At  length  the  Bose  frigate,  bearing  Sir  Edmund  An* 

dros,  with  two  companies  of  royal  troops,  the  first  ever 
btatiuiied  in  New  England,  and,  except  those  sent  tor  the 
conquest  of  New  Nethcrlaiuls,  tlie  lirst  ever  tseeii  here, 
arrived  at  Boston.  The  Dudley  government  was  super- 
seded, and  the  president  made  chief  justice.  AndroSy 
by  his  commission,  was  in  effect  absolute,  having  power  to 
appoint  and  remove  members  of  his  council  With^heir 
consent  he  could  enact  laws,  levy  taxes,  and  control  tlie 
militia  of  the  countr)'.  lie  proceeded  at  once  to  organize 
a  sy8tem  of  despotism  wliich  lias  made  his  memory  de- 
1  0  80.  tested  wlicrever  fireedom  has  a  name.  During!:  the  two 
A^priT  J^^^^  f^^^^  ^^^^  months  that  his  administration  existed,  the 
1689.  people  of  New  England  were  at  the  mercy  of  a  lyxaiit. 
Massachusetts  suffered  most,  as  she  was  the  wealtfaieBt 
and  most  powerful  of  the  colonies,  and  she  felt  most  keenly 
the  lirst  blow  iiillieted  l>v  lier  iH'rseciitor — wherein  Rhode 
Island  cv)ul(l  have  no  8yn]])atiiy  with  lier  grieils — the  over- 
throw of  the  Puritan  theocracy,  and  the  introduction  of 
the  services  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  But  in  the  greater 
part  of  his  acts,  all  the  colonies  suffered  alike  in  propor- 
tion to  theu:  strength.  Taxes  were  levied  without  consent 
of  the  people.  Public  fees  were  enormously  increased, 
that  of  probate  some  twenty-fold.  Town  governments 
were  almost  annihilated,  colonies  were  made  simple  coun- 
ties, and  the  whole  country  reduced  to  one  vast  i)roviiice. 
Writs  of  intrusion  involved  landed  proprietors  in  expen- 
sive suits  to  defend  or  confirm  their  titles.    Marriages  by 

^  TIm  agreement  tad  tlw  lemonstntiM  of  Dr.  PiMve  Ajmalt  in  170S» 
from  which  the  above  facto  are  takaa,  axe  filed  in  Br.  &  P.  O.,  Neir  Kn^1lj^ 

vol.  13,  togctlier  with  a  jdotof  Frenchtomi  contuiuing  the  names  of  aU  tba 
families  on  their  separate  loto.  A  copy  of  the  fomer  ia  in  TVamball'a  papaaii 
vol  22,  No.  Hi,  in  Mam.  Uiit.  Soo. 
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eiTil  magifltrates  were  at  first  tolemted  from  necessity^  and  char 
afterwards  inteidicted,  and  the  performance  of  tbie  rite 

was  confined  to  the  Episcopal  clergy,  of  whom  there  was  1886, 
but  one  in  Massachusetts.  Tlio  odious  system  of  pas??- 
ports  was  established.  The  form  of  administering  oaths 
was  changed  from  the  Fimtan  mode  of  holding  up  the 
right  hand,  to  that  of  hiying  the  hand  on  the  "Bible— a 
dangerouB  approach,  some  thoaght^  to  the  Papal  custom 
of  kissing  the  eroes.  Bj  this  innovation  the  Puritan 
might  learn  to  legret  his  own  disregard  of  the  conscien- 
tious Quaker.  And  what  was  perhaps  tlie  V)itterest  inflic- 
tion (if  all,  ill  connection  with  the  introduction  of  the 
Episcopal  forms,  the  Baptists,  Quakers,  and  other  difi^nt- 
ers  from  the  established  Puritan  church,  were  encouraged 
in  their  refusal  to  pay  the  tax  for  the  support  of  the  set- 
tled clergy.  But  in  Rhode  Island,  where  no  established 
church  ever  existed,  this  latter  gricTance,  and  those  s]  i  i  n  g« 
ing  from  kindred  sources,  were  not  felt;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, a  sympathy  u)>on  tlicse  points  with  the  new  gov- 
ernment, that  had  the  stren'j:tli  and  the  will  to  enforce 
one  of  her  cardinal  principles  upon  her  early  persecutors, 
was  cordially  entertained.  The  bearing  of  Andros,  in  his 
official  communications  with  Bhode  Island,  was  always  in 
fiiendly  contrast  to  his  intercourse  with  the  other  colonies. 
The  courtesy  extended  to  him,  as  governor  of  New  York, 
some  years  before,  was  not  for^ifotten.  The  tyrant  was  at 
lca?t  a  ixentleman,  and  showed  as  mueh  gratitude  for  for- 
mer civilities  as  was  consLstciit  with  the  nature  of  his  com- 
missioa  Ue  addressed  a  letter  to  Ehode  Island,  in  mild 
terms,  demanding  the  sunender  of  the  charter,  and  desig- 
nating seren  persons  as  members  of  his  council  this 
government,  who  were  to  meet  at  Boston  at  the  first  gen- 
eral council.'  He  also  wrote  friendly  letters  to  Gov. 
Clarke,  concerning  the  Bubmission  of  the  Assembly  and 

*  Thew  wera  Walter  Clarke,  Jo.  Sandfurd,  John  Co^^oshall,  Waller  N«ir- 
hmXf  Jdm  Qreem,  Bichard  Arnold,  and  John  Alboroiigfa,  £iqa» 
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CHAP,  simender  of  the  charter.*   His  ani?ai  waa  the  signal  for 
seiidiiig  petitiotis.upoiL  dispiiM  BIcfaaid 
1%S6.  Smithy  <]i  Namganset,  lost  no  time  in  petitioniiig  for 

relief  from  the  molestations  of  the  Ehode  Islaudons  at 
Hog  Island.  Tliis  little  islet  bad  .Jready  oecasiom^il  the 
wa8te  of  ulmost  as  much  ]»aper  since  its  purcbase,  forty 
years  l>eft)re,  as  would  suthce  to  cover  it. 

The  fiist  coancil  of  Gov.  Andros,  whkh  met  at  Bos- 
ton,  consistsd  of  nineteen  membersi  of  'whom  five  weie 
ftom  Bhode  Isknd.*  The  royal  conmussion  was  read,  and 
also  the  instmctions  to  receive  the  charter  of  Bhode  Isl- 
and. The  oaths  of  office  and  allegiance  were  then  taken 
hy  all  hut  the  two  Quaker  mcnihers  from  Khodo  I-land. 
Clarke  and  Kewbury,  whose  ultirmation  was  roceived  in- 
stead. A  pr  oclamation  continuing  all  officers,  ci\il  and 
militaiy,  and  aU  laws  not  repugnant  to  those  of  Englaody 
daring  his  Excellency's  pleasus,  was  agreed  upon.'  As 
this  was  the  first,  so  was  it  the  kst  ftdl  meeting  of  the 
.Vuili-os  council.  The  distant  members  returned  h-^nie, 
and  thoKC  onlv  who  lived  at  or  near  Boston  re^jularlv  at- 
tended.  They  had  but  little  intluence.  Four  or  five, 
whose  interests  were  chiefly  in  £ngland,  controlled  the 
action  of  the  whole.  Opposition  was  silenced  by  the  min- 
ions of  AndiOB,  some  of  whose  advisers  were  not  of  the 
council.  It  does  not  ajtpear  that  the  Bhode  Island  mem- 
bers attended  another  general  cooncU.  This  was  a  gloomy 
period  iu  New  England  history.  Inaction  prevailed  ani'-nj? 
the  Ireomen  of  the  towns.  The  calm  of  despotism  settled 
over  the  colonies. 
ia«G.7.  Soon  after  this  first  council  meeting,  Andros'  com- 
'^i^'  mission,  as  governor  of  this  colony  with  the  rest  of  New 
England,  Connecticut  excepted,  was  published  in  Bhode 

'  2.  M.  U.  Cp  YoL  6»  pp*  180-161.  B.  i  CoL  Bee.,  HL  219. 

*  ThoM  nuned  Id  Androt*  ktter  excepi  Sftudford  and  OneDe,  the  lalt«i 

of  whom  wa*  in  England  as  ngent  of  the  colony. 
■S.M.U.C.,TiU.lSl.  a.LCol.Bac.,ii2Mi 
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Island,  and  the  colony  was  declared  to  be  one  county.^  chap. 
John  Greene  was  then  in  Enghmd  as  ag^nt.  The  pdiey  .Jf|j^^ 
of  the  crown  was  by  this  time  too  ob^ons  to  render  it  ex-  iwe-r. 

pedient  to  seek  a  continuance  of  the  charter.  He  there-  i^' 
fore  confino(l  his  eftui  is  to  minor  objects,  and  petitioned 
in  bcliall  ut'  towns  for  relief  from  the  interruptions 
given  by  the  ^larragaiiset  proprietors,  and  otheris,  to  the 
quiet  possession  of  their  lands;  and  also  to  his  Majesty's 
interests  in  Kings  Profrince,  and  prayed  that  these  mat- 
ters might  be  referred  to  Got.  Andros.*  The  town  of  Feb. 
Bristol,  which  had  been  settled  not  quite  six  years,  peti- 
tioned  Andros  for  relief  froni  a  tax  of  one  penny  per 
pound,  levied  throu^liuut  tlic  province  for  tlie  supjiort  of 
government.  It  was  the  custom  to  relieve. new  settle- 
ments  from  taxation  for  seven  years.  This  had  been  guar- 
anteed  to  the  pnxchasers  of  Bristol  by  the  Plymoath 
committee^  who  made  the  sale.  A  representation  of  these 
fyctB  was  made  by  the  selectmen  (tf  the  town,*  but  with 
what  effect  there  is  no  record  to  show. 

The  Narraganset  proprietors  applied  to  Sir  Edmund  ^• 
for  a  confirmation  of  their  titles.  They  furnished  him  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Cranfield  commission,  with 
the  evidence  there  presented,  and  requested  an  opportu- 
nity to  defend  their  claim  agginst  all  opponents.*  The 
event  proved  that  this  was  an  unfortunate  step  Ibr  the 
proprietors.  The  late  Gov.  Hinckley  incautiously  com- 
plained to  Andros  of  the  letter  of  liandolph,  who  retained 
the  name  position  he  had  held  under  Dudley,  as  secretary 
o£  the  council,  in  which  he  had  rejiroved  the  Plymouth 
magistrate  for  taxing  dissenters  for  the  support  of  the  ^^rdj 
ministry.    Bir  Edmund  replied  sharply,  forbidding  the  6. 

■ 

^  Cdlcndcr  b  R.  L  H.  0.,  iv.  103.  Chalmert*  Politied  Axaah,  878-9. 
«  Br.  &  P.  a.  New  Eng;,  t<oL     p.  4SS.  B.  L  OoL  Bao,,  1SL  891. 
•Baqjimin  Cbwrali,  Joia  Rognn,  ThoniM  Walker.  &  L  CoL  Bee., 

11222. 

*  I^bnU  papeny  vtH  22,  Nob.  12i-d.  Man.  Bi«l.  Soc. 
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CEAP.  con^ble  to  execute  the  warrant  against  the  Quaker,  and 
^   mnuDg  Hinckley  to  be  £utbful  to  the  King.* 

In  reply  to  the  Bhode  Idand  addreBS,  farther  matrnc- 
tions  were  sent  to  Andros,  granting  the  freedom  of  con- 
science asked  by  the  Assembly.  This  was  consistent  with 
the  policy  of  James,  who  sought,  by  ])romul£rating  the 
doctrine  of  relif^ious  lil)crty,  to  undermine  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  thus,  iu  time,  to  restore  the  Papal  power  in 
England.  With  this  object  he  soon  after  issued  the  Dec- 
laration of  Indulgence,  nominally,  at  least,  leaving  his 
subjects  to  obey  their  own  consciences  in  spiritual  mat- 
ters.* 

• 

Man^'       ^^^^  members  of  tlie  Auiln>s  government  were  constani- 
25,    ly  changin£^.    A  new  list  (»f  twelve  uamcii,  to  till  vacancies 
already  existing  in  the  council,  was  sent  to  London. 
Three  of  tlie?e  were  firom  Bhode  Isl  in  1  and  Bangs  Pror- 
ince.'   In  the  letters  accompanying  this  list,  Andros  gives 
an  account  of  the  condition  of  his  province,  and  states 
^    that  Connecticut  has  not  yet  submitted,  and  that  it  is 
important  to  unite  her  to  the  rest  of  New  England,  as 
wheat  and  provisions  are  chiefly  ^up| Jitd  l»y  her.*  The 
ditiiculties  that  environed  Andros,  formed  the  subject  of 
frequent  letters  from  Eandolph  and  himself  to  the  ]iome 
May  govenunent.   In  one  of  these  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
21.    former  says,  "  His  Excellency  has  to  do  with  a  perverse 
l>eu|)le/'  and  complains  that  but  few 'members  of  the 
council  manifest  any  interest  for  his  Majesty. 

The  duties  of  the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Court 
of  Trials,  both  of  which  were  superseded  by  the  new  gov- 
ernment,  now  devolved  upon  a  Court  that  met  quarterly, 

'  HutcUinson's  Mass.,  L  357,  note. 

*  Hvum,  chap.  tOi  The  deoUration  was  issued  April  4, 1687.  A  copr 
ef  iti  wpttxnAj  lihe  offieial  Mie  eent  to  tins  ooloiqr»  is  pmtmd  wmaog  the 
Foiler  HSS.,  toL  L  m  R.  I.  Hist.  Soc. 

•  Ricbard  Smith,  Francis  Brinlcy,  and  Pcle|?  Saiirlf  r). 

«  Br.  S.  P.  Mew  £qg^  tqL  iv.  pp.  2S7,  291,  m.  R.  I.  Col.  Bm^ 
iiL  228-4. 
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and  was  called  "  The  General  Qiinrfor  Seaoons  and  In-  chap. 
lerior  Court  of  Common  Fleas."  The  firat  meeting  of  J^;, 
this  new  trihnnal  was  held  at  Kewport^  for  Bhode  Island,  1687. 
Kings  Province,  and  FroTidence.   It  was  composed  of  {^ig. 

flinc  justices,  of  wlioin  Francis  Brinlev  waa  chairman  and 
judfi^e.  Its  procmlings  were  imimportaiit.  Jurymen  and 
constables  were  sworn.  Private  petitions  were  referred 
to  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  different  towns.  Ovei^ 
seers  of  the  poor  were  appointed  for  eveiy  town*  Licenses 
for  Newport  were  granted^  hut  the  sale  of  liquors  in  Kings 
Province  was  forbidden. 

The  tiuestions  of  ownership  in  Narraganset  liaving  been 
referred  to  Gov.  Andros,  he  ordered  a  careful  survey  of  the  22. 
country,  and  a  plat  to  be  laude  marking  the  several 
claims.'  Several  parcels  of  land  were  granted  by  him  to 
Bichard  Wharton,  at  an  annual  quit-rent  of  ten  shilUngs 
an  acre.*  This  is  the  first  case,  except  that  of  Prudence 
Island,  of  the  introduction  of  this  species  of  tenure  in 
Rhode  Island.  The  revenue  duties  under  Andros  were 
farmed  out  ])y  tlie  treasurer  of  the  Province,  John  Usher. 
Nathaniel  Bylield  of  Bristol  was  by  him  appointed  farmer 
of  excise  in  this  district,  as  appears  by  an  original  warrant 
in  his  name  to  John  Whipple  "  to  receive  the  whole  excise  8. 
of  all  bortes  of  drinke,  that  shall  be  sould  within  the  town- 
shipp  of  Providence  by  retaile/'  for  one  year.* 

The  intrasions  that  ultimately  broke  up  the  French 
settlement  were  cummenued  by  their  neighbors  on  the  first 
summer  of  their  planting.  The  meadows  Ijelouging  to 
them,  or  set  apart  for  their  use,  were  unlawfully  mowed 
and  the  buy  carried  off,  leaving  them  without  fodder  for 
then:  cattle.  Complaints  were  made  to  Gov.  Andros,  who 
ordered  an  examination  of  the  matter.  The  hay  was  se-  Aug. 
cured  and  stacked,  and  a  farther  order  was  issued  dividing 

"  PottM's  Nmt.,  B.  L  H.  C,  iiL  820.   R  I.  Col  Rcc,  iu.  225. 
'Br  S.P.  0.,NewEng.,foLx▼.^m.  B.  L  OoL  Bao.,  iiL  m. 
*  Foifctr  paperS)  Toi  L 
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it,  one  lialf  tu  certain  needy  jjcrsous  in  Rochester  and 
Deptford,  and  the  other  half  to  the  French  famUies,  uutil 
the  rights  of  the  parties  could  be  determined.* 

The  next  quarter  court  was  held  at  Bochester,  or 
Kingston,  at  which  the  oveneeiB  o£  the  poor  weie  em- 
powered to  afiseas  taxes  for  the  relief  of  penpers  in  their 
respectiTe  towns.  A  petty  sessions,  for  probate  bnsinefls 
only,  at  which  but  three  jnstioeB  were  present,  was  after- 
wards held  at  Newport. 

Sir  Edmund  Andros,  with  over  sLxty  rcj^ular  troops, 
now  proceeded  to  liartibrd,  where  the  Assembly  was  sit- 
ting, to  oveniwe  the  it' >\'emment  of  OonneotiCut  and  com- 
pel a  surrender  of  the  charter.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
the  sacred  instrument  was  bidden  in  the  ancient  oak  to  * 
preserve  it  from  his  grasp.  This  ohjf  ct  was  acoomplished, 
l»ut  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  seizing  the  governnienL 
Takin;::  the  reconls  of  the  colony,  he  wrote  beneath  them, 
with  his  own  hand,  the  transfer  of  the  government  to  him- 
self, and  closed  the  volume  with  the  significant  word,  in- 
scribed in  glaring  capitals — ^FINIS.* 

Connecticut  had  more  reason  than  any  other  colony  to 
dread  the  despotic  spirit  of  Andros ;  for  just  at  the  com- 
mencement of  Philip'e  war,  when  he  was  governor  of  Netr 
York,  he  appeared  with  a  naval  force  before  Saybrook.  and 
was  only  deterred  by  the  resolute  conduct  of  Capt.  Bull, 
commander  of  the  fort,  from  making  an  attack  in  prose- 
cuting the  claim  of  the  Duke  of  York,  under  an  old  patent 
that  comprehended  Connecticut  in  his  dominions*  The 
memory  of  this  repulse  added  to  his  rancor,  while  the 
Prince  in  whose  behalf  he  was  then  acting  was  now  the 
monarch  of  England.  ^Veli  might  the  gallant  colo- 
nists refuse  to  admit  his  authority,  and  resort  to  every 


•8.H.H.a,vil  182.  R.  I.  Col.  fiAo.,  la  288. 
*  Trumbull,  Bi«t  of  Conn.,  oh.  xr.  voL  i.  p.  372. 
'  July  8  to  12, 167S.  Trambvll,  cb.  xiv.  tqL  i.  p.  82a 
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means  of  thzowing  a  taint  of  ill^gaHiy  over  his  proceed*  chap. 

A  full  report  was  at  tins  time  made  by  Gov.  AndrcB 
upon  the  yariens  claims  to  the  Narraganset  country.  The 
great  claim  of  the  Atlicrton  company  was  tlirown  out,  as 
having  been  based  ny)on  grants  extorted  through  terror 
Ixom  the  Indians  by  the  illegal  acts  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies. The  submission  of  the  Bachenu^in  1644,  vested  the 
propriety  in  Charles  1.^  since  which  bo  grant  of  joriadic- 
tion  had  heen  made  in  that  region  except  to  Connecticat 
and  Bhode  Idand.  The  Oonnecticnt  claim  was  repudiated 
for  the  reasons  expressed  in  the  Rhode  Island  charter,  which 
latter  had  been  coahnned  bv  tlie  commissioners  of  1664, 
who  had  disavowed  both  the  other  claims.  Several  titles 
from  the  Indians,  and  from  Ehodc  Island,  to  individuals 
are  mentioned.  The  rights  of  Ehodc  Island  over  the 
Kings  Province  were  thus  again,  for  the  third  time,  se- 
cured to  her,  as  against  Connecticut  iu  point  of  jurisdic- 
tion, and  against  the  so-called  proprietors  in  point  of 
ownership.* 

From  Hartford  Andros  visited  Fairfield,  and  returning  Nov. 
by  the  sea-side,  completed  the  annexation  of  Connecticut 
by  appointing  the  principal  persons  in  the  various  towns 
as  justices.*   Stopping  at  Newport  with  his  inx^s,  he  pro- 

'  An  anerf!f>tt-  that  illn^trntcs  nlike  the  wit  of  the  great  Pnritan  divine, 
Dr.  Hooker,  and  the  hatred  felt  in  Connecticut  for  Andros,  is  preserved  by 
Hon.  Theodore  Foster,  among  his  MS.  collectiona.    Foster  Papers,  vol.  ix. 

While  Sir  Edmund  Androi  wu  ftt  Hartford,  he  met  Dr.  Hooker  one  morning, 
end  Mid, '  I  suppose  all  the  good  people  <tf  Conoectieiit  are  fti^ing  and  pray, 
ing  on  my  aooonnt*  The  Doctor  replied,  *  Yei^  we  x«id,  Thie  kind  goetli  not 

out  hnt  liy  fii-itlng  ami  prayer.' 

'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eng.,  vol.  iv.  p.  702.  No  date  is  affixed  to  this  copy 
f>f  the  Report,  but  a  rpference  to  it  in  a  later  drn'oment  upon  the  same  ques- 
tion in  ]<;ri7  ilatos  this  papi  r,  Oct.  KIST.  A  niarfrinnl  roenioramliun  men- 
tions tliiit,  prior  to  the  submisi>ion  of  1644,  the  Council  oi  Plymouth  had  con- 
t«yed  the  tract  to  the  Hamilton  fiunilj,  in  1686,  in  whontthe  title  etiUTeated, 
jf  that  oooTejaooe  waa  legal 

'  Letter  to  Board  of  Trade  from  Boflton,  Nor.  28,  1667.  Br.  a  P.  0.,  N. 
£.    4,  p.  579. 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


506  HISTOBT  OF  XH£  STATE  OF  RHODE  ISLAKD. 

CHAT,  loosed  to  take  possession  of  the  charter  of  Bhode  Island. 
But  in  this  attempt  he  was  foiled  hy  the  foresight  of  the 

16  8  7.  cautious  Clarke^  who,  on  heaimg  of  his  anivaly  Bent  the 
precious  parchment  to  his  brother,  with  oideis  to  hare  it 
concealed  in  some  place  unknown  to  himself,  but  within 
the  knowledfi^e  of  the  secretary.  He  then  waited  upon  Sir 
Edmund,  and  invited  him  to  his  houne.  A  great  search 
was  made  for  the  coveted  document,  but  it  could  no^NhtTu- 
be  found- while  Andros  remained  in  Newport.  After  he 
left  it  was  returned  to  Got.  Clarke,  who  kept  it  untU  the 
&11  of  Andros  permitted  a  lesumptioh  of  the  goremment 
under  it.^  The  seal  of  the  odony  was  however  produced 
and  broken  by  Andros.  A  new  one  was  made  as  soon  as 
2g  it  was  needed.'  In  Ins  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  cuu- 
cernijiix  the  annexation  of  Connect itut.  written  directly 
after  this  affair,  Andros  makes  no  allusion  to  the  success- 
ful ruse  of  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  nor  does  he  even 
refer  to  the  mysterious  disappearance  of  the  Connecticiit 
charter. 

'The  third  quarter  sessions  was  held  at  Newport,  with 

18.  but  five  justices  present.  An  order  was  passed  to  prevent 
danger  from  tire  in  the  compact  ]>ortions  of  the  town. 
Should  any  chimney  tal<c  fire,  the  person  using  it  was  to 
forfeit  two  and  sixpence,  and  each  householder  was  to  place 
a  ladder,  reaching  to  the  ridge  pole,  against  every  dwelling 
house  that  he  owned.  Andros,  following  an  established 
custom,  had  appointed  the  first  of  Deoember  as  a  day  cf 
thanksgiving.  The  proclamation  was  geneially  disregard* 
cd,  and  pffrties  were  brought  before  the  Courts  for  con- 
tempt.  One  of  these  answered  to  the  charge  of  keeping 
open  his  shop  on  that  day  "  that  he  was  above  tlie  obser- 
vation of  days  and  times."  Another  said  that  his  boy 
Opened  the  shop,  and  worked  upon  his  own  account,  but 
that  if  he  had  not  been-  lame  he  did  not  know  but  he 

*  Foster  MS3.,  Bound  vol.  ii.  p. 

»  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  Kow  Jtng.,  roL  v.  p.  H, 
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should  have  worked  himself !    Thus  general  was  the  epiiit  chap. 

discontent  at  the  loss  of  their  liherties  felt  even  in 
Rhode  Island,  where  the  joke  of  tyranny  rested  eompara-  1^87. 
tively  lightly.   A  tax  of  one  hundred  and  mxty  pounds 

was  oidticd  lor  building:  a  cuurt  liousc  in  Ncwjiort  and  one 
in  Kochester.    Tlie  committee  appuiutcd  to  do  tlie  work 
wrote  to  Grov.  Andros  on  the  subject,  and  nominated  John  is. 
WoodmaTi  of  Newport  to  be  treasurer  of  the  Province  or 
County  of  Khode  Island  if  his  Excellency  should  approve.^ 

Soon  after  the  report  of  Andros  upon  Karraganset 
reached  England,  Lord  Gulpeper  again  petitioned,  in  he- 
half  of  the  Atherton  company,  f(ft  a  number  of  grants, 
aaioiinting  in  all  to  sixty  tliniisand  acres  in  Kings  Prov-  1C87-8. 
ince,  to  be  selected  by  themselves^  in  lieu  of  tlie  whole 
country,  heretofore  claimed.  They  asked  that  the  land 
flold  hy  them  to  the  French  refugees  should  be  included  in  is.' 
the  giant,  and  that  the  hass  ponds  might  he  reserved  to 
them,  as  also  the  use  of  the  waste  lands  adjoining  their 
settlements  *  There  were  saffieient  reasons  why  this  re- 
quest should  be  ^raiucd,  allliough  the  terms  in  which  it 
was  ex})res.scd — '  yuur  petitioners  for  their  parts  hom^ 
willing  to  consent,  in  lieu  of  the  whole  which  is  of  great 
extent,  to  accept  of  part  thereof  under  such  quit-rent  as 
your  Majesty  shall  think  fit " — ^were  not  very  modest  or 
appropriate  for  parties  whose  entire  claim  had  just  heen 
set  aside.  The  ri.\  al  connctl  accordingly  instructed  An-  ^^^^.f^' 
dros  that,  as  these  i)etitioner8  had  an  equitable  pretence  lo. 
to  receive  favor,  be  should  assign  to  them  such  lauds  as 
were  not  ah-eady  occupied,  they  i>aying  a  quit-rent  of  two 
and  sixpence  for  every  one  hundred  acres.' 

The  spring  term  of  the  Common  Fleas  was  held  at 
Kingston,  or  Rochester  as  it  was  then  called.  An  order 
encouraging  the  fishery  in  Pettaquamscot  pond  was  pass- 

'  Potter's  Narr.  221.    R.  I.  Col.  Rec,  iii.  2SJ8. 
'  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  En^,  vol  ir.  p.  762. 
'  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  Eog.,  ?oL  xxxiv.  p.  8. 
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CHAP,  a  tax  of  over  lit  ty-three  pounds  was  laid  upon  the 

whole  Provinqe,  or  County,  to  pay  for  the  kiUing  of  woWeB 

1688.  therein.  These  aounalB  were  still  vety  aumennis  and 
tnmUesome.  The  leooidB  of  Warwick  show  that  some 
had  been  killed  in  that  town  within  a  reeent  period.^ 

The  commLssion  under  which  Sir  Edmund  Andros  had 
hitherto  acted  did  not  include  Rhode  Island  and  Connec- 
ticut, although  he  was  empowered  by  it  to  receive  their 
7.  charters.  A  new  commission  was  sent  out,  confirming  his 
government  over  all  New  fing^d,  and  annexing  theieto 
the  Frofvinces  of  Hew  York  and  the  Jerseys,  under  the  gen- 
eral name  of  New  Englatid,  with  a  cooncil  of  forty-two  per- 
sons named  therein,  seven  of  whom  were  from  Rhode  Isl- 
and.^ Five  members  were  to  constitute  a  quorum  in 
emergencies,  and  seven  in  any  case.  The  seal  of  ivew 
York  was  to  be  broken,  and  that  of  New  England,  befi>re 
described,  used  in  its  pkce.  Lihcii;y  of  consdaioe,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  declaration  of  indulgence,  was  to  be  per* 
mitted ;  but  the  freedom  of  the  press  was  made  subject  to 
16.  the  will  of  Andros.  The  instructions  accompanying  the 
commission  were  very  full,  ami  are  chiefly  exceptionable 
from  the  discretionary  power  vested  in  certain  cases  in  the 
governor.' 

The  news  of  the  prospect  of  a  direct  heir  to  the  throne, 
caused  great  rejoicii^  among  the  Papal  party  an  England, 
and  was  reived  with  consternation  by  the  FrotestautsL 
lg    A  proclamation  for  a  day  of  public  thanksgiving  and 

prayer  was  issued  by  Andros,  and  sent  to  e\f»ry  county  or 
j)rovincc  in  his  wide  dominion.  The  a])puintr'!l  day  was 
not  observed  with  a  zeal  commensurate  to  the  occasion,  in 


29. 


Juno 


^Q^^  the  opinion  of  the  Viceroy.    The  birth  of  the  Prince  of 


'  On  20  April,  1674,  old  Pumham  knicd  a  wolf  in  Warwick,  and  on  29 
1680,  a  bounty  of  twenty  shillings  a  head  was  offered  for  their  destruction. 

'  Walter  (.'lai  ke,  .Toliii  ('o*^*re«haIl,  Walter  Nf»wbenyj  John  GrMoe^  Biob- 
ard  Arnold,  Jolin  Alborough,  and  Richard  Smith. 

•  R.  1.  Col.  I^'c.  iii.  248-54. 
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Wales,  afterward  known  as  the  Pretender,  caused  much  chap. 
disciisBion  la  England.    Suspicions  weie  tile  against  the 
Intimacy  of  this  heir  to  the  thnme;  and  when,  upon  1688. 
news  of  the  erent  reaching  America,  Andros  issued  an* 

other  proclamation  of  thanlcs^iving  for  the  Queen's  happy 
delivery,  it  was  less  iU\  uiably  received  than  the  former 
had  been.  The  people  generally  credited  the  injurious 
reports  circulated  in  England. 

The  June  seaaioci  of  the  Gonrt  was  held  at  Newport.  '^^^^ 
Nine  justices  were  present.  New  constables  were  sworn 
for  every  town  in  the  county.  Providence  having  disre- 
garded the  orders  relative  to  the  last  two  taxes,  the  consta- 
bles were  required  to  levy  by  distraint  for  their  collection, 
borne  [x-Msuus  in  the  \ncinity  of  Newport  having  escaped 
taxation,  the  assessors  were  ordered  to  perfoct  the  rate 
list  by  including  them. 

Upon  receipt  of  his  new  commission,  Sir  Edmund  An**  July 
dros  moved  his  head-quarters  to  New  York,  supplanted  ^ 
Ool.  Dongan,  the  late  governor,  and  settled  the  govem- 
uicaL.  French  intrigues  with  the  ho^jtile  Indians  led  the 
government  to  take  some  nieasnres  to  protect  the  friendly 
tribes,  which  were  afterwards  brought  up  agaiuht  AudroH 
as  evidence  of  favor  towards  them,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
colonists.  Depositions  to  this  effect  were  taken  in  Bhode 
Island  and  elsewhere,  tending  to  excite  the  people  against 
hun.* 

At  the  autumn  Court,  held  in  Rochester,  granting  g^jpt. 
licenses  and  the  trial  of  criniin;d  causes  was  the  only  ^* 
business.     The  succeeding  nest^ion  at  Newport  was  the 
last  at  which  any  legislation  was  had.    The  fire  ordinance  n. 

^  These  were  published  in  "  Tbo  Revolution  ia  New  Euglaod  Justified,"  p. 
2S.  Boaton,  1691.  This  book  was  caUed  forth  hy  oae  endtkd,  **  An  Answer 
to  tlia  Dodantion  of  tbo  Inhahltanti  of  Boston  and  tiie  oonntiy  a^yaoont,  on 
tito  4$J  wben  dMgr  soourad  their  oppref'<K)r,'*  by  John  Palmer  of  New  York, 
one  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros's  Council.  Tli  '  declaration  referred  to  was  issued 
on  the  seizure  of  Andros,  April  IB,  ]('>Sd — a  printed  oopjrof  wbiohisittBr. 
S.  P.  O.,  Kew  Kugland,  vol  v.  pp.  U,  10. 
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CUAP.  ill  Newport,  having  been  neglected,  was  re-enacted,  ami 
.Ji^JJl^  the  fines  resulting  tlieiefroin  were  appropriated  for  tbe 
1088-9,  poor  of  the  town.    A  tax.  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
^   pounds  was  levied,  bat  never  collected,  for  before  the  day 
appointed  in  the  act  for  the  assessors  to  meet,  tiie  lerolo- 
tiou  broke  out.   The  justices  often  met  for  probate  hosi- 
2.    ness,  in  the  interval  of  the  quarter  Courts.   One  meeting 
is  recorded  during  this  winter.    Once  more  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  assemliled  at  Rochester,  between  whicli 
place  and  Newport  the  CourtB  for  tlils  county  alternated. 
^»"^  It  was  the  last  meeting:  of  the  Androe  government  in 
Bhode  Island.   The  on|y.thing  done  was  to  fine  a  man 
two  and  fourpence  for  planting  a  peach  tree  on  Sunday. 
18.    Some  of  the  justices  met  a  few  days  later  for  probate  busi- 
ness, and  this  closes  tlic  records  of  the    usurpation,"  as 
it  is  often  called,  in  Kliodo  Island. 

Meanwhile  a  great  change  had  taken  place  ui  English 
politics.  The  long  stni^ie  between  privilege  and  prerog- 
ative had  closed  in  violence,  if  not  in  blood.  William, 
Prince  of  Orange,  whose  wife  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
James,  had  invaded  England  with  a  fleet  of  five  handled 
vessels,  and  an  army  of  fourteen  thousand  men.  The 
1689.  King  had  fled  to  France,  and  a  Protestant  dynasty  was 
5/^  secured  to  Kiiglaiid  in  the  jjcrhuiis  of  William  and  Mary. 
The  news  of  this  revolution  was  the  signal  Ibi  the  fall  of 
Andios.  The  messenger  who  brought  it  was  imprisoned 
at  Boston,  but  the  great  intelligence  could  ndt  be  con* 
cealed.  The  minds  of  the  people  were  ripe  for  revolt. 
The  detested  usurper  was  doomed.  The  principal  ci<^ 
zcus,  including  s^  )mc  incnil)crs  of  his  own  couiii  il^  assem- 
bled at  the  town  house,  and  signed  a  summons  to  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andres  to  surrender  the  government.  This  they 
urged  for  his  own  welfare,  assuring  him  of  safctj  in  case 
of  compliance,  but  otherwise  threatening  that  the  fbrtifi* 
cations  should  bo  taken  by  storm.  ^   A  lengthy  dedaiation 

'  A  broadside  in  Br,  S.  i'.  0.,  New  Eng.,  vol.  v.  p.  11.    R.  I.  CoL  Rec,  uL  256. 
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of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  set  forth  in  tliirteen  sections  OHAP. 
the  grievances  of  the  people  as  the  ground  of  their  action, 
the  burden  of  which  izistmment  was,  that  New  England  i  ^  ^ 
heheld  the  wicked  waHdng  on  eveiy  side,  and  the  vilest 
men  exalted. Gapt.  George,  of  the  Rose  frigate,  was 
seized  as  he  came  uu  shore  in  tlic  morninii,,  aud  ciu  ried  to 
prison.  The  Governor  and  his  atteudautB,  attempting?  to 
appease  the  council  assembled  at  the  town  house,  were 
treated  in  the  same  manner.  Andios  refused  to  send  or- 
ders to  surrender  the  fort.  Thereupon  his  secretaiy,  Ban^ 
dolph,  was  seized,  and  a  pistol  presented  at  his  breast, 
threatening  him  with  instant  death  if  he  did  not  accom- 
pany his  captors  to  the  fort,  and  there  represent  to  the 
commandant  that  tlie  Governor  re(|uired  him  to  bunender 
it  at  once  to  the  ])et>jile.  Ihis  ruse  succeeded.  Five 
thousand  men  were  by  this  time  under  arms.  The  ven- 
erable Got.  Bradstreet,  now  eigihty-seven  years  old,  who 
had  been  supplanted  by  Dudley,  was  reinstated  by  aocla^ 
mation.  The  castle,  situated  a  league  below  the  town, 
was  summoned  in  the  sMne  manner,  but  with  a  different 
result.  The  commander,  suspecting  the  violence  offered 
to  Randolph,  refused  to  obey.  The  courage  Jii^jdayed 
by  Audros  at  this  cribis,  was  worthy  of  a  better  cause. 
Threats  of  violence  were  vainly  employed  to  extort  from 
him  an  order  for  the  surrender  of  the  castle.  Although 
told  that  he  and  his  adherents  should  be  put  to  the  sword 
unless  instant  compliance  was  made,  he  firmly  refosed  to 
yield  the  point.  The  next  day  a  committee  of  gentlemen 
prevailed  on  the  garrison  to  surrender,  with  the  promise 
of  tlieii"  liberty,  but  on  reaching  the  town  they  were  all 
thrown  into  prison.  The  fort,  the  jail,  and  the  castle, 
were  all  used  as  prisons  lor  the  civil  and  military  officers 
of  the  late  government,  twenty-five  of  whom  were  closely 
confined  with  their  leader.* 

*  See  uoU-  nnto  p.  ."09.    Br.  S.  P,  0.,  New  England,  vol.  v.  pp.  9-10. 

*  lUggs'  iiiirrutive  ul'  the  Boston  RevolutioQ.    Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Ntiw  England, 
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CHAP.  When  news  of  this  affair  reached  lihode  Isiaody  Diul- 
ley,  the  chief  justice,  who  bad  gone  to  Narraganaet  ta 

1  c,  89.  iiold  a  Court,  was  seized  \if  a  party  cC  Piovidenoe  men, 
taken  to  Boxbniy,  and  afterwaids  oommitted  to  ptiaai. 

2^,  A  letter  was  ciicnlated  among  the  peoiile,  from  Newport, 
in  cautious  terms,  recommending  them  to  assemble  there, 
"befcro  day  of  usual  election  Ly  charter,"  to  consult 
upon  what  course  .^houM  be  ad  "ptetl. '  In  accordance  with 
this  call,  the  firemen  of  Hhode  Island,  Proiddence,  aiMi 
Kings  Province,  assembled  at  Newport,  and  put  forth  a 
declaiation  of  tbeir  reasons  for  resuming  the  charter  gov- 
emment.*  At  the  same  time  they  adopted  an  address 
"to  the  present  supreme  jx)werof  England,"  stating  that 
the  full  of  AnJros  obliged  them  to  resume  their  old  fomi 
of  j:T>vornnicnt,  which  they  prayed  might  be  cun finned  U' 
tliem;  and  that  as  they  were  not  only  ignorant  of  what 
titles  should  be  given  in  this  overture,  hut  also  not  so 
rhetorical  as  becomes  such  personages,"  they  hoped  thdr 
deficiencies  on  this  point  might  be  ovedoohed.  Thus 
easily  and  quietly  did  Bhode  Island  revert  to  her  former 
fieedum;  and  not  knowing  yet  who  might  be  victorious  in 
England,  adojited  this  cautious  and  politic  f<^rni  of  ad- 
dress. But  tlie  wary  Clnrke  hesitated  to  accept  Im  former 
post,  and  for  ten  months  lihodc  Island  was  without  an 
aclmowledged  governor.  The  deputy  governor,  John  Cog- 
geshall,  with  several  of  the  old  assistants,  boldly  resumed 
their  functions.    Connecticut  followed  immediately  and 

^'  more  thorouLrldy,  restoring  all  her  former  officers,  conven- 
ing her  assicuibly,  and  resuming  at  once  the  government 

Tol.  T.  p.  7.  C  apt.  Gcorgc'jt  Mcoont^  jk.  Zi,  tad  list  of  priMom,  p,  4S.  R,  L 
CoL  Bee.,  ill  257. 

'  Thw  letter  la  iigaed  W.  C,  J.  C.  What  appeut  to  be  the  origiiuJ  u 
preserved  in  the  Fuster  papers,  ToL  iv.    Tlie  handwriting,  the  cautioa5  laa- 

^lage,  and  th<'  fli  -  t  initial  eit^nahirr,  all  attest  tlif  authorship  of  Gov.  WalMr 
Clarke.    It  is  printed  in  Staple's  .\)iiia!s.  1  TH.  au'l  11.  I  Col.  Rrc.  it:  2.*»7. 

'  R.  I.  CoL  liec.,  iii.  208,  where  bj  error  of  type  the  dedaratiou  is  dated 
1C90. 


Digrtized  by  Google 


ACCESSION  OF  WILLIAM  AND  MABY. 


513 


20. 


under  iier  long  liiddeu  charter.    Plymouth  took  the  same  ctt  \r 
coune  under  Hinckley.    In  MaflaachosettB  a  convention  of 
repiesentatiTes  of  the  Bevetal  towns  was  held^  who  unani-  1 68  ^ 
moosly  Toted  to  re-oiganize  the  government  with  the 
same  officers  who  had  heen  saperseded  three  years  hefore. 
These  officers  accepted  t\\v  trust  pronsioimlly.  det  laring 
I  hat  iu  fcjO  doing  they  did  "  iiut  iuteiid  an  assuiujttiou  of  34. 
charter  government."  '    Two  days  later  a  ship  arrived  at 
Boston  with  the  joyfol  new^;  that  William  and  Mary  had 
ascended  the  throne.    The  acting  governor  and  cotmcil  of 
Bhode  Island  immediately  proclaimed  the  new  monarchs 
in  eveiy  town  of  the  colony;  and  the  same  was  done^  with 
the  greatest  demonstrations  of  loyalty  and  delight,  through- 
out New  England. 

Dr.  Increase  I\latlier  had  secretly  eocuped  iVoiii  Bos- 
ton, befyre  the  revolution,  and  gone  to  England  to  repre- 
Fcnt  the  cause  of  tlie  colonists.  Upon  the  accession  of 
William  III.,  he  had  an  audience  with  the  King,  who 
promised  that  Andros  should  be  recalled.*  The  order  was 
issued  in  due  time,  requinng  the  authorities  of  Massaohu- 
netts  to  hciid  home  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  his  fellow 
I'lisoucrs,  by  the  first  vessel,  to  answer  for  their  conduct 
to  the  king.^  Andron,  by  the  aid  of  his  servant,  wlio  per- 
suaded the  sentinel  to  drink,  and  then  to  sufi'cr  him  to 
stand  guard  in  his  stead,  escaped  from  the  castle  and  fled 
to  Bhode  Island.  At  Newport  he  was  captured  by  Major  ^^3^ 
Sand£>rd,  and  sent  back  to  Boston/  where  a  lingering  im- 
prisonment of  half  a  year  still  awaited  him. 

The  deputy  governor  and  cuiuicil  of  Rhode  Island  peti- 

'  Tw.  broa'lsidcs  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  I'n-lund,  vr.l.  v.  pp.  12-U.  The  l^r. 
archives  abound  in  dncTimfnti  p-rt  iinin;,'  tu  tlu'  rovMhitimi  in  X<'w  England. 
Voltime  V.  of  New  Englmul  j.-iiars  i:,  lull  of  pamphlets,  broadsides,  mid  MS, 
letters  from  \mth  partie-*  u^xju  thia  subject. 

'March  U,  1088-9.  A  curious  acconnt  of  thi»  Mdicaee,  from  Cotton 
Mathi>r*»  Life  of  liu  FalilMr,  u  in  1  M.  H.     ix.  246-5», 

•  Hntcfaiiuon,  i.  891,  note.    8  M.  H.  C,      191.    R  I.  Col.  IUh  ,  iil  256. 

♦  Hntch.  i.  302.    Randolph  to  Hoard  of  Ti-nde  from  Boston  gaol,  Sept  6, 
1689.  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  England,  vol.  t.  p.  94. 

VOL.  I.— :in 
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(  if  \r   tinned  the  throne  for  a  confirmation  of  their  charter, 

heaisiog  the  circumBtimces  of  itfl  resamption,  of  the  proo- 

'  lamation  of  their  majeBtieSy  and  of  the  late  seizure  of 
30.  Andros.^  The  loni;  confinement  of  Androe  and  his  asso- 
ciates was  about  to  terminal u.  For  nearly  ten  months 
they  liiul  cx})iated  th«  ir  actn  of  tyranny  in  a  Puritan 
prison.  The  order  for  their  return  to  England  for  trial 
had  arrived,  and  the  vessel  was  now  ready  to  sail.  The 
haughty  royalist,  who  had  too  faithfiolly  execnted  the 
mandates  of  a  despotic  master,,  rclnmed  as  a  prisoner 
Feb.  fix)m  the  conntij  which,  sixteen  years  hefore,  he  had  &Bt 
visited  as  a  raler,  and  to  which  he  was  agam  to  retnm, 
wilhiu  Uvu  years,  as  governor  of  Virs^nia. 

Tn  roviewiiiL^  the  adminlst ration  of  Andros  in  New 
England,  an  im^}artial  judge  cannot  fail  to  discover, 
among  the  principal  causes  which  have  made  his  memory 
odious,  that  he  inflicted  a  mortal  wound  upon  the  Puri- 
tan theocracy.  The  hierarchy,  of  which  Hooker,  and  Cot> 
ton  and  the  Mathers  were  the  heads,  never  fully  recovered 
its  prestige.  To  this,  in  a  great  measure,  is  due  the  de- 
testation that  nttaches  to  his  mime.  Cotemporary  de- 
nunciation has  been  ( chocd  in  later  times  by  those  who 
have  no  sympathy  with  tlie  religious  intolerance  that 
evoked  it,  but  who,  either  through  carclessness  or  timidity, 
have  neglected  to  analyze  the  conduct  of  Andros,  or  have 
feared  to  present  it  in  what  we  helieve  to  be  the  just  lighl 
He  conscientiously  and  fearlessly  obeyed  the  commands 
of  his  sovereign,  and  in  enterinfj  upon  his  difficult  mission 
he  displayed  a  nice  sense  of  IIil'  delicate  po.siti'^n  lie  was 
called  to  till,  utterly  at  variance  with  tlie  character  of 
bmtality  assigned  to  him  by  his  Puritan  critics.  The 
opinions  of  men  who  maligned  the  purity  of  Williams,  of 
Clarke,  and  of  Gorton,  who  bore  false  witness  "  to  the 
character  and  the  acts  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men 
who  ever  lived  in  New  England,  who  strove  to  blast  the 

'  Original  in  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Now  England,  voL  v.  p.  219.   R.  L  OoL  Bee. 

ui.  258. 
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reputation  of  people  whose  liberal  views  they  could  notcom-  chap. 
prehend,  who  collected  e^dence  to  crash  the  good  name  Jiji^ 
of  their  more  virtuous  opponents,  by  casting  upon  them  1689. 
the  odium  of  acts  wherein  they  were  themselves  the  guilty 
parties,  who  committed  outrages,  in  the  name  of  God,  far 
more  barbarous  than  the  Morst  withwhich  they  ever  charged 
"  the  usurper/ —the  opiuions  )t  auch  men,  we  Fay,  are 
nnt  to  be  received  without  a  ckailenge^  aud  the  couclusiuns 
to  which  a  candid  examination  brings  us  are  not  to  be 
withheld,  because  difEeiing  in  some  points  from  the  whole* 
sale  denunciation  hitherto  employed  against  Andros.  For 
the  tyrannical  points  of  his  administration  his  master  is 
to  blame  ;  for  the  petty  oppressions  that  oflen  rendered  its 
executiuu  vexatious  we  l)elieve  that  his  tools  were  more 
culpable  than  himself.  Tlieir  object  was  to  enrich  theni- 
selvcs  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  and  their  practice  was 
to  charge  upon  their  leader  the  extortions  that  rendered 
his  administration  grievous.  The  wide  dominion  over 
which  Andros  held  control  could  only  he  oiganized,  under 
the  system  of  James,  by  delegating  power,  and  this 
was  too  utten  jthieed  in  irresponsil'le  luuuls.  Ivandolph, 
the  secrctarv,  was  the  author  of  uianv  of  the  acts  for 
which  Andros,  as  the  governor,  is  held  respoufiible.  The 
mutual  hatred  between  him  and  the  colonists  was  undis- 
guised, but  posterity  has  shielded  the  infamy  of  the  legist 
iator  beneath  the  mantle  of  the  executive.  William  III. 
was  looked  upon  as  a  mild  and  liberal  monarch,  yet  upon 
the  arrival  of  Andros  in  England  the  charges  '  against 
him  were  diisiiiibsed  by  tlie  royal  order  on  the  ground  of 
insuthciency — that  he  liad  done  nothhig  whieli  was  not 
fully  justified  by  bis  instructions  ;  and  in  compensation 
for  his  imprisonment  in  New  England^  he  was  soon  after 
app<»nted  to  succeed  Effingham,  as  governor  of  Viiginia. 

'  Tliese  charges  wore  prepared  by  Sir  ileury  Ashur-ft,  increase  Mather 
and  others,  H  April,  1690,  atMl  were  answered  by  Andros  and  Lis  iks^ciates, 
at  great  length,  ADd  tdth  ilie  nsaltatated  in  the  text  A  dnft  of  the  charges, 
wad  the  oi^^nftl  reply  «re  in  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  Eqghind,  tel.  ▼.  pp.  164,  160. 
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CHAP.  The  republican  spirit  of  New  Kuglaiid  could  not  qiiiotly 
submit  to  Buch  a  form  of  government  as  was  prescribod 

1689.  by  James  IL,  however  well  it  might  be  administered. 
The  prejudice  against  this  fona  has  been  unjustly  directed 
upon  the  instnunent  employed  to  establish  it,  and  Andros 
has  consequently  been  portrayed  as  a  monster  of  tyraimy. 
Tet  it  should  be  remembered,  that  tot  three  years  be 
ruled  without  interruption,  wliicli  could  scarcely  luivc  oc- 
curred liad  a  tithe  of  these  misrepresentations  been  true  ; 
nor,  till  the  news  of  the  revolution  in  England  reached 
Boston^  was  there  a  single  attempt  made  to  resist  the 
goremment  of  this   incarnate  despot." 

Although  the  goTemment  of  Andres  has  been  held 
up  as  one  of  absolute  tyranny,  and  necessarily  so  for  the 
reasons  here  given,  the  other  New  England  colonies  com- 
plained most  bitterly  of  those  acts  which  Rhode  Island 
could  not  l)Ut  ai)prove,  and  some  of  which,  as  seeming  to 
be  favors  shown  to  her,  were  construed  into  acts  of  hos- 
tility to  them.  So  general  is  the  predjudioe  against  him 
to  this  day,  that  it  may  sound  strange  to  say  that  in  any 
respect  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  a  bene&ctor  to  Bbode 
Island.  "  The  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them,  the 
good  is  often  interred  with  their  bones.  '  80  has  it  been 
with  Andros.  His  will  was  arbitrary.  His  rule,  even  in 
Rhode  Island,  where  it  was  mildest,  was  oppressive  ;  but 
his  acts,  where  they  were  good,  should  not  be  forgotten, 
even  though  the  evil  predominates.  He  sought  to  estab- 
lish universal  toleration  in  religion.  This  was  abhorrent 
to  the  Puritans.  In  their  estimation  it  was  rampant 
Rhode  Islandtsm,  His  object,  to  be  sure,  was  to  secure 
a  foothold  for  the  eliurch  of  lOngland,  not  to  favor  the 
])rinciple.  But  lihode  Island  could  not  object  to  see  her 
free  ideas  adopted  by  a  despot,  although  what  was  a  prin- 
ciple with  Ikt  was  merely  policy  with  him.  Again,  the 
long  disputed  boundary  with  Connecticut  was  established 
by  Andros,  in  accordance  with  the  claims  of  Bhode  Island. 
This  added  a  new  cause  (£  complaint  in  which  this  State 
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could  not  unite.  And  so  long  as  he  ruled,  Rhode  Island 
ms  BecuTO  from  the  insults  of  her  neighbors,  and  protected 
against  them  in  her  rights.  The  courteous  treatment 
which  he  hero  received,  cumjiared  with  the  rudeness  else- 
where sliown  him,  led  him  to  reprcseut  Rhode  iBland,  in 
his  despatches,  in  favorable  contrast  with  the  other  colo- 
nies. It  i8  not  improbable  that  the  assurances  of  her  loy- 
alty, repeatedly  given  by  Andros,  had  some  effect  in  secur- 
ing the  tacit  confinnation  of  her  chlirtered  rights  under 
the  succeeding  reign. 

Two  parties,  royalist  and  republican,  divided  the  col- 
onv.  Prominent  anion-j:  tlie  former  was  Francis  BrinlcT, 
a  distiii'.'-ni^lied  merchant  of  Newport,  whose  letters  dis- 
play the  bitterness  of  factiou  in  these  troublous  times. 
He  denounced  the  action  of  the  republicans  in  resuming  the 
charter,  and  called  for  a  settled  government,  to  he  estab- 
lished by  the  king,  over  all  New  England.'  The  bold  at- 
titude  of  the  republican  party  secured  the  freedom  of  the 
colonv.  In  Mav  thev  had  reinstated  all  the  old  officers, 
and  re^establinln  I  nil  the  laws  superseded  in  16*86.  The 
charter  had  been  produced  in  o|)en  Assoinlily^  and  tlieu  re- 
turned to  the  custody  of  Gov.  Clarke.  The  records  of  the 
colony  were  not  forthcoming  at  that  time,  the  former  re- 
corder being  dead,  and  the  present  custodian  having  refus- 
ed to  deliver  them  except  upon  dktmint.  This  act  of  re- 
sumption was  afterward  sanctioned  by  the  king,  upon  re- 
ceivinsc  the  written  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  crown, 
tliat  the  charters  of  Rhode  Is;] and  and  Connecticut,  never 
having  been  revoked,  but  only  suspended,  still  remained 
in  full  force  and  effect.*   Had  the  royaUsts,  who  doubted 

*  Abstncte  of  his  prirate  ktten  are  in  Br*  S.  P.  O.,  N«w  Eng.,  voL  t.  p. 
418,  R.  I.  CdL  Sac.»  ifi.  20a 

*  Hie  ophdoM  of  Ward,  and  <^  the  then  Attorncj  and  Solidtor  General, 

in  the  case  of  Connecticut,  wore  irndt  red  2(1  Avv^u>t,  1600,  and  apply  cqnnHv 
to  R.  I.  Kutchinwn,  i.  4f>G  note,  'l  lio  opinion  o['  Attorney  General  W;ird 
specially  npon  the  R.  I.  ohartor,  wiix  irivon  three  years  later.  Dee.  7,  1603  con- 
firming the  acti  o(  the  people  under  it  on  every  point  it  is  iu  Br.  6.  P.  0., 
New  Eng.,  vol  viL  and  A.  L  CoL  Ree.,  fil.  498b 
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CHAP,  the  legality  of  tli*^<e  acts,  prevailed,  and  a  renewal  of  the 
J^!l^  charter  been  appUed  for,  it  coold  not  have  been  obtained 
^vlh^'        ^  liberal  provisions  as  the  old  one^  if  at  all ;  and 
moBt  probably  Rhode  Island  would  have  met  the  fate  of 

Plymouth,  and  been  absorbed  by  Massachusetts  under  a 
general  jroveruor. 

The  del'ective  government  of  the  last  ten  mouths  called 
for  legislative  action.  The  General  Assembly  was  as  yet 
unoiganized,  and  the  chief  magistrate  was  donbtfol  of  his 
powers,  or  shrank  from  the  duties  of  his  post.  A  meet- 
ing of  the  assembly  had  been  caUed  by  Gov.  Clarke,  in 
October,  the  regular  time  ap]jointed  by  charter;  but  a 
storm  prevented  th(.*  mainland  towns  from  being  repre- 
sented, and  the  governor  liinisclt'  had  tailed  to  attend. 
At  length  the  Assembly  convened  for  the  ik&t  time  for 

20,  nearly  four  years.  The  deputy  governor,  six  assistants, 
the  new  recorder,  chosen  by  the  freemen  in  May,  the  gen- 
eral sergeant,  and  seventeen  deputies,  were  present  The 
Assembly  2)roceeded  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  their  number. 
Absentees  were  sent  for.  The  governor  obeyed  the  sum- 
mons, but  declined  to  retain  his  ofHcc.  Chridtupher  Almy 
was  elected  in  liis  place,  but  he  also  declined.    It  was 

27.  then  that  all  eyes  turued  to  one  of  the  old  Antinomian 
exiles,  the  more  than  octogenarian,  Henry  Bull;  and  the 
fearless  Quaker,  true  to  the  light  within,  emjdoyed  the 
last  glimmerings  of  life  to  restore  the  democratic  charter 
of  Bhode  Island."  *  Benedict  Arnold,  son  of  the  late 
.  ^^ovornor,  was  elected  an  assistant  :  and  Alniy,  who  dc- 
cUni'd  to  he  j^overnnr,  consented  to  fill  another  vacancy  in 
that  body.  Uov.  Clarke  refused  to  deliver  the  charter, 
and  other  official  papers,  to  a  committee  of  the  Assembly 
appointed  to  receive  them.  He  gave  them  leave  to  take 
it,  but  refused  himself  to  open  the  chest  in  which  it  was 
kept.  It  is  said  that  his  extreme  caution  was  only  over- 
come by  an  order  for  the  sherifi'  to  arrest  uud  cuuiiue  him 

'  Bancroft,  cliapw  17,  vol.  2,  p.  850* 
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ia  prifiOD,  upon  which  the  required  documents  wore  handed  chap. 
over,  and  placed  in  charge  of  Gov.  Bull ;  .but  it  appears  J^^!^ 
from  the  records  that  he  retained  the  charter  till  the  an- 
nnal  election — ^two  months  later,  and  then  gave  it  up,  on 
a  second  demand,  to  the  assemblj.  ■  There  was  a  policy 
ill  all  this  which  was  so  apiaient  that  Clarke  never  lust 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  The  funds  of  the  colony 
were  in  the  hands  of  Koger  Holdeu,  to  be  appropriated 
to  building  a  colony  house.  He  paid  them  over  without 
demur.  A  new  seal being  the  anchor^  with  the  motto, 
Hope,"  was  procured  by  the  Assembly,  in  place  of  the  one 
broken  by  Andros.  The  declaration  of  war  between 
France  and  England  was  proclaimed.  Col.  Church  was 
at  this  time  fighting  the  French  and  Indians,  at  the  east- 
ward; and  very  soon  the  war  was  to  be  brought  nearer 
home  by  the  presence  of  a  French  fleet  on  our  coast. 
The  towns  were  put  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  the  French 
refugees  in  Narraganset  were  required  to  present  them- 
selves to  John  Greene,  at  Warwick,  and  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  British  crown,  required  by  the  kin?,  in 
consideration  of  which  they  were  to  remaiu  iiiidi:>iuibud, 
behaviuu^  ])ea(.cal)ly. 

At  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Assembly,  the  day  ^^[^^y' 
previous  to  the  annual  election,  all  the  members  were  0.* 
present.  The  charter  was  publicly  read,  as  in  former 
days,  and  the  election  proceeded  with  in  usual  form.  De- 
clining years  compelled  Gov.  Bull  to  refuse  a  re-election. 
The  deputy  governor  was  then  chosen,  but  refused,  per- 
haps from  the  same  cause.  Julm  Eustoii  was  then  elected 
governor,  and  Major  John  Greene,  deputy  ^'overnor.  The 
list  of  assistants  was  completed  to  ten,  and  the  other  gen- 
eral officers,  and  two  majors,  were  chosen  as  heretofore. 

The  first  grand  period  of  Bhode  Island  history,  the 
fonnation  period,  was  ended.  The  era  of  domestic  strife 
and  outward  conflict  for  existence,  of  change  and  inter- 

*  Foster  pi»pera,  Bound  voL  L  p.  337. 
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itiption,  of  dottbt  and  gloom,  anxiety  and  distrees,  had 

almost  passed.  Tlie  {)rol»lcm  uf  self-government  was 
solved,  and  a  new  era  of  independent  action  commenced, 
which  was  to  continue  mibroken  lor  an  entire  century,  un- 
til her  sci)aratc  sovereignty  should  be  merged  in  the  Amer- 
ican Union,  by  the  adoption  of  the  lisdefal  oooBtitation ; 
and  her  royal  charter,  the  aoble  work  of  her  repnbliean 
foundeiSy  was  never  again  to  be  interrupted,  not  even  by 
the  storm  of  revolution,  until  the  lapse  of  more  than  a 
ccntur}'  and  .i  \ni\i'  had  made  its  ])rovi8ion8  obsolete. 

The  colony  house,  projected  during  the  government  of 
Andros,  was  now  nearly  completed,  and  received  the  name 
of  the  Town  House.  The  governor,  deputy  governor,  and 
asBiBtantfi,  on  account  of  the  expense  attending  their  of-4 
ficial  duties,  and  their  receiving  no  salary,  were  excused 
for  the  future  from  paying  any  colony  tax.  Thewarwith 
tlie  Freiioh  and  Indians  raged  uU  nlon^  the  northeru  Irun- 
ticr.  Liiiiler,  j:,ovcrnor  of  New  York,  demanded  asRist- 
ance  from  all  the  colonies.  Rhode  Island  could  not  spare 
men,  but  voted  a  tax  of  three  huiulr d  pounds  solely  for 
this  purpose.  The  effective  force  of  New  England  at  this 
time,  as  shown  in  a  tabular  statement  of  the  enrolled  mi- 
litia, furnished  by  Sir  Edmund  Andros  to  the  royal  conn* 
oil,  wa«  over  thirteen  thousand  men.  Of  these,  eight 
hundred  were  in  lUiude  Ibland,  exclusive  of  the  eajstern 
shore,  which  was  included  in  Plymouth.'  A  fleet  of  seven 
sail  of  French  privateers  made  a  descent  upon  the  coast, 

1  Modt  Idmtd,  So.  Xfitfft  Pir«9iM»  ami  Provld'VtM  MmUaUnt. 

CtpL  P«llittii«  Newport,  Ut  Ca    104  U^or  Bltdwrd  BmlCh. 

Capt.  l{iti,'(.>rr*,        <1<i         id  do       ■<»  Major  Gen.  Wint!ir.>[),  rr..vt<i.  n.^\  175 

CApt.  Aroold,  Port£mouUi,              lu5  Cupf.  Fonea,  lCocbo«tcr,  (Kioi^atoa,)  136 

Oupt.  Jowph  Arnoldt  JjMiMttowii,      84  Oq»t  Ooiton,  Wftnrielc,  69 

Cnpt  D.ivoU,  Fovcrsiham.  (Westorlr,)  56 

m  Cspt  W«iv'«r.  Doptfofd,  (Qreenwkb)  «7 

Tbcso  w«ro  under  M^}or  .lohn  Wrtlloy,   

with  tlM  CooBty  of  Bristol  troops,  uninlMr*  464 

ingTfiOl  U  wnnlfi  «<»<'ni  hy  iLis  t!i;it  the  Prori- 

(ItMtoe  troops  wero  atuched  to  a  CuoiMOti* 
cat  dlTlilon. 

Br.  S.  P.  0.«  New  Eng.,  Toi  t.  p.  202. 
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captoredNantooket,  Martha's  Yineyaidy  and  Block  Island,  chap. 
where  they  oommitted  horrible  excesfles.  Bonfires  were 
%hted  at  Pawcatuek,  and  ihenoe  aU  along  the  shore,  to  1690. 
aroQse  the  country.  A  sloop  with  tliirtv-foiir  inon  was  '^^^ 
at  onre  mni  out  from  Newport  U)  recoimuitre.  A  portion 
of  t]i(3  eoemj  entered  the  harbor  of  Newport  by  night,  to  l-*. 
surprise  the  town  ;  but  failing  in  this,  they  proceeded  to 
attack  New  London,  and  were  beaten  off.  Thence  they 
landed  at  Fisher's  Islandi  and  burnt  the  only  house  upon 
it.  There  a  small  body  of  seventeen  men,  6om  Stoning- 
ton,  surprised  a  party  of  them,  and  IdHed  one  Tnmming, 
ail  J\inj]^liRh  renei^^ade,  who  had  served  as  their  <h?coy  at  the 
taking  of  Block  island.  An  ex]iedition,  cunsistinguf  two 
sloops  with  about  ninety  men,  under  command  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Paine,  was  sent  out  from  Newport  to  attack  tlie  20, 
enemy.  Capt.  John  Godfrey  was  Paine's  second.  The 
next  day  they  fell  in  with  five  French  sail  near  Block  Isl- 
and.  Paine  sent  a  few  men -on  shore  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  landinir.  Juid  ran  his  vessels  iiito  shallow  water  to 
avoid  Ijeiiiu;  siirroiuuled.  The  French  force  mimher<'<l  two 
hundred  men,  under  one  Pekar,  a  Frenclimau  who  had 
sailed  as  a  lieutenant  with  Capt  Paine«  in  privateering 
expeditions,  some  years  before.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  af- 
temoon  the  enemy  came  up  with  the  intention  of  board- 
inj;,  bnt  was  repidsed.  A  bloody  action  ensued  for  two 
lioins  and  a  half,  till  night  separated  the  combatants. 
Pekar  withdrew  with  the  loss  of  nearly  one-half  his  men,  in 
killed  and  wounded.  Paine's  loss  was  only  one  man  killed, 
and  ox  wounded.  The  next  day  the  French  put  to  sea.  ^ 
Paine  gave  chase,  and  compelled  them  to  sink  a  prize, 
loaded  with  wines  and  brandy,  which  they  had  taken. 
The  alarm  caused  by  this  bold  asf^ault,  induced  many 
persons  to  remove  their  property  from  Newport,  to  places 
of  greater  security.  To  Block  Island  this  was  but  the 
oommeocement  of  a  series  of  sufferings  tu  which  that  ex- 
posed spot  was  subjected  from  foreign  foes,  as  it  had  often 
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CHAP,  already  been  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians.  The  dangeis 
of  the  sea,  and  the  sterner  perils  of  war,  united  to  pro- 
1600.  dace  a  lace  of  men  whose  courage  and  hardihood  cannot 
^  be  surpassed.  The  brilliant  exploit  of  Paine  at  once  in- 
spired the  ])L'opl('  of  thiij  culuny  \vitli  a  uaval  spirit.  It 
was  the  first  victory  of  Rhode  Island  on  the  open  ocean, 
and  the  worthy  harbinger  of  many  danng  deeds.'  Three 
subsequent  attempts  upon  Block  Island  were  made  by 
the  Fiench;  during  this  war,  as  related  by  NilesL  The 
second  was  a  night  attack  :  *  the  people  were  maltreated, 
and  their  cattle  carried  off,  bnt  no  one  was  killed.  The 
next  time  the  privateei-s  were  cai»tuicd  by  the  Nonsuch 
miui-of-Avar  ;  '  and  on  the  fourth,  and  last  attack,  the 
islanders  themselves  repulsed  the  niamuders  '*in  an  open, 
pit(  hod  battle/'  after  which  they  were  no  longer  mdested 
by  the  French. 

Q  A  great  expedition  consisting  of  thirty-two  vessels  and 
about  two  thousand  men,  under  8ir  William  Phipps,  sailed 
from  Boston  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  but  were  repulsed 
by  Count  Frontenac,  beibre  Quebec,  and  returned  in  dis- 
grace. To  pay  oiX  the  men,  bills  of  credit  were  issued,  the 
first  paper  money  ever  seen  in  New  En^^and,  but  unfor- 
tnnately  not  the  last.  French  privateers  comed  the  seas, 
plundering  the  conmieice  of  the  colonists  and  hataasmg 
g^.p(  the  seaboard.  In  consequence  of  these  troubles,  a  special 
16-  session  of  the  Assembly  was  called,  to  meet  at  Portsmonth, 
to  adr>pt  stringent  measures  for  raising  the  tax  levied  in 
the  s]uin<jr,  and  not  yet  collected.  A  tonnage  duty  uf  one 
shilling,  or  of  one  pound  of  powder,  per  ton,  was  laid  upon 
all  vessels  of  more  than  ten  tons,  belonging  to  other  colo- 
nies, that  should  break  bulk  in  the  harbor  of  Newport ;  the 

'Br.        0.»NewEDg)and,ToL  v.i>i».866,865.  Nika*  Hi«t  of  FV.  And 

Iiid.  Wars  in  3  M.  H.  tL  2G3-74,  whcve  nimv  iu-'anccs  of  thcbroUlity  of 
the  French  ftra  giTen,  to  which  NUm,  a  Dative  of  Block  I«laiul,  was  an  eye- 
witness. 

'  May  30,  1691.  *  lu  the  aommer  of  1698. 
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receipts  to  be  applied  to  maintaining  a  powder  magazine  chap. 
for  the  use  of  the  Island.   The  regular  session  was  held  at 
Providence  at  the  house  of  John  Whipple.   The  smallpox  1  s^O. 

laid  broken  out  witli  great  violence  upon  the  Island.    The  29.' 
recorder  and  his  farnilv  were  ill  with  it,  ro  that  the  read- 
ing  of  the  charter,  an  iudispenHuhle  itrerequisite  to  legisla- 
tion, was  omitted,  no  attested  copy  of  it  being  at  hand,  and 
an  entrj  was  made  of  the  reason  for  the  omission.  The 
whole  affiiirs  of  the  colony  were  deranged  by  the  prevailing 
sickness,  and  no  business  of  general  interest  was  transacted 
by  the  Assembly.    So  vindcnt  was  this  formidable  plague, 
for  which  no  remedy  or  preventive  was  then  known,'  that  ig90-i. 
a  letter  Iroin  Pxiston,  written  during  this  winter,  says, 
Rhode  Island  is  almost  destroyed  by  the  smallpoz.'' ' 
Newport  was  abandoned  by  the  legislature  for  nearly  a 
year.   The  general  election  was  held  at  Portsmottth,  *^  it 
being  removed  from  Newport  by  reason  of  the  distemper."  1  ^'  '  l 
No  changes  were  made  in  the  principal  officers,  and  no  im- 
portant  business  was  done.    The  French  acrain  attacked 
Block  Island  in  the  night,  but  seem  to  have  left  before 
any  Ibrce  could  be  seat  against  them.^    The  adjourned  ^0. 
session  was  opened  at  Portsmouth,  and  removed  next  day  j^^^ 
to  Newport,  whence  we  infer  that  the  pestilence,  which  23. 
had  ravaged  that  town  £>r  about  ten  months,  had  abated. 
An  address  to  their  Majesties  was  adopt eil,  but  seems 
never  to  have  reached  its  destination.    The  military  sys- 
tem of  the  colony  wiis  revised,  and  the  power  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  two  majors.    The  militia  was  divided  into 
two  regiments,  one  under  each  majoii  and  courts  mar- 

'  The  Cluistun  world  owes  to  tbo  Turks  ono  of  tho  greatest  di«c6veric9  in 
medical  science.  Inorulution  \v;:s  Inlnjduced  into  Kii^larhl  by  hivly  Mary 
W(<rt'>''V  Mnntagiie,  in  1721,  ulm  Icarn'^d  it  at  A'lriaiinplf  ihivo  years  bo- 
fo---.  Vaccination  was  discovenil  by  Dr.  Jenncr  iu  il'Jii,  and  made  public  iu 
England  in  1 709,  wlieuco  it  was  brought  to  tlie  United  States  by  Dr.  WaterhontOf 
1]w  fSoUowing  year. 

*  Mr.  LbyiTa  letter.  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  New  Eqgl&nd^  vol.  v.  p.  862. 

*  Princess  ooUeetiOD.  Letten  and  Pftpen»  p.  SO,  No.  8  In  Maat.  Hut.  Soo. 
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CHAP,  tial  were  established,  to  consist  of  a  majority  of  the  com- 
Clt-^  missioned  officers  of  each  regiment.  An  addition  to  the 
1 S9 1.  conrt-honse  at  Newport^  and  also  a  tmret,  where  the  bell 

37,    might  he  hung,  were  ordered. 

The  records  of  the  General  Assembly  from  October 
IG'!)0  to  July  1695,  except  the  fragment  of  a  Bpecial  ses- 
sion in  August  1G92,  have  disappeared  from  the  liles.  A 
portion  only  has  been  found  among  the  British  nrchives, 
whither  the  whole  were  probably  sent  by  Lord  Bellemont. 
The  history  of  the  intervening  period  is  derived  chiefly 
from  other  records  in  the  State  Paper  office  at  London, 
and  from  contemporaneous  authorities  at  home. 

Massachusetts  and  Plymouth  were  united  under  one 
7.  charter,  and  the  sieiectiou  of  their  oiiicers  was  left  to  their 
own  agents,  by  whose  recommendation  Sir  William  Phipj^ 
a  native  of  Massachusetts^  and  then  an  Assistant  of  that 
colony,  was  named  as  gOTemor.  By  his  commission  he 
12?  ^8  made  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  New  England,  each  colony  being  separately  named 
therein.  Tliis  was  an  infringement  upon  the  chartered 
rights  of  Oonnocticut  and  Rhode  Island  which  at  once  oc- 
casioned trouble.  Connecticut  was  placed  in  a  still  worse 
position,  by  a  similar  power  over  ber  militia  being  also 
conferred  aittonroid  upon  CoL  Fletcher,  gOTemor  of  New 
York.  The  charters  of  both  these  cdonies  were  so  diflfer- 
ent  from  any  others,  that  constant  blunders  of  this  sort 
were  made  by  the  Home  Government,  and  many  of  the 
complaints,  ]Kirticnlaily  ai;aiust  the  conduct  t»i  fihode  Isl- 
and, arc  attributable  to  this  source.  The  firmness  with 
which  she  clung  to  the  Magna  Charta  of  ber  freedom, 
througb  trials  of  eveiy  kind,  is  surprising ;  and  that  she 
was  legally  as  well  as  morally  right  in  the  ever  wying 
positions  that  she  was  compelled  to  assume,  as  the  attachs 
made  upon  her  changed  in  their  chaTacter  and  objects,  is 
obvious  from  tlie  ahn<)^^t  uniform  decisions  in  her  tavor, 
whenever  she  was  called  to  plead  in  her  own  defence. 


1G92. 
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Upon  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Phipps  at  Boston,  chap. 
tlio  venerable  Governor  Bradstreet  resigned  his  office. 
This  was  the  erA  of  witchciaft  in  MassachiuettB^  but  as  l  ^ 
the  in&tnation  never  extended  to  the  leas  gloomy  people 
of  Bhode  Island,  we  do  not  pro])08e  to  discnss  it.  The  of- 
fence api  i  rns  on  the  statute  bookj  but  no  profsccutions 
were  over  iiail  under  it.  The  }H'oplc  of  tliis  colony  had 
suliered  too  much  from  the  superatitions  and  the  priest- 
craft of  the  Puritans,  readily  to  adopt  their  delusions,  and 
there  was  no  State  clergy  to  stimulate  the  whimsies  of 
their  parishioners.  More  important  matters  to  them  than 
the  bedevilment  of  their  nei^bors  engrossed  their  whole 
attention. 

A  revival  of  dillieulties  between  iiliode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut was  threateuL'd.  The  latter  colony  wrote  to  Gov.  ^ 
Eastoii  that  some  persons  at  Fawcatuck  had  appealed  to 
them  for  the  protection  of  their  laws,  and  suggested  that, 
for  peace'  sake,  Khode  Island  would  consent,  mider  these 
curcomstances,  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners  should  be 
granted,  until  farther  orders  were  received  £rom  England. 
It  was  an  amicable  letter,  far  different  in  tone  from  the 
corre8j>oudence  in  fonuer  years  ou  the  same  subject.  Gov. 
Easton  replied  in  a  similar  sijirit,  but  maintained  the  claim 
of  Bhode  Island  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  that  a  sub- 
mission  to  another  government,  by  the  ])eople  in  question, 
could  not  convey  the  right  of  jurisdiction. 

Meanwhile  Governor  Fhipps  wrote  to  Bhode  Island  re-  ^ 
quirmg  the  miUtia  of  the  colony  to  be  placed  under  him, 
by  the  trrni.s  of  his  commission,  and  that  an  account  of 
their  numbers  and  condition  should  be  sent  to  birn.  The 
deputy  governor,  Major  Greene,  and  one  assistant  went  to 
Boston  upon  this  business,  and  also  to  secure  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post-office  in  the  colony.  They  wore  detauied 
five  days  before  they  could  obtain  a  hearing,  and  then  re- 
ceived no  satis&ctory  reply  ;  nor  was  any  letter  sent  by 
Phipps  to  Gh>v.  Easton,  as  was  promised,  but  soon  alter- 
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CHAV.  wardfi  several  comraisBions  were  sent  to  Major  Sandford. 
to  Ite  distributed  aiiioii*^  the  luilitia  officers,  disjdaciag 

1  0  92.  most  oi"  those  already  in  commission..  The  Asseiubly  was 

"^2^'  convened,  and  ordered  that  the  present  officers  should  jpe- 
taln  their  poets,  and  hold  their  companies  ready  for  defence. 
In  the  towns  that  had  neglected  to  choose  militaiy  offioeis 
at  the  spring  election,  the  former  officers  were  reappoint- 
ed. An  address  to  their  Majesties  was  adopted,  stating 
the  .facts  of  tlie  case,  suggesting  that  the  cniulnct  of 
Plii|»j/^  was  stimulated  by  private  interests — some  of  his 
counsellors,  by  whose  acts  the  settlement  of  Narraganset 
was  thereby  impeded,  being  members  of  the  Atherton 
company — and  praying  that  the  charter  limits  of  the  od- 
ony  might  he  coDfirmed  to  them,  in  accordance  with  for- 
mer decisions.  An  attempt  to  run*  the  lines  of  the  colony 
was  forbidden  by  Governor  Phipps,  whereupon  the  As- 
22,'  semlily  aj^ain  met.  and  commissioned  Christopher  Almy  to 
take  anotiier  letter  to  their  Majesties,  enforcing  the  }iraycr 
of  the  address,  with  a  plat  of  the  colony,  and  the  reasons 
for  the  petition. 

Governor  Phipps  was  equally  foiled  in  his  attempt 
npon  the  militia  of  Connecticut,  and  heing  a  very  passion- 
ate man  he  nearly  involved  himself  in  a  quarrel  with  CoL 
Fletcher  of  New  York,  wlio  also  endeavored,  by  virtue  of 
his  commission,  to  control  the  troo]iB  of  Comieeticut  ;  but 
both  were  alike  thwarted  by  the  lirmiiess  of  ( tov.  Treat. 

1692  &  During  the  winter,  Sir  William,  for  the  first  time,  came  to 
Ehode  Island,  and  read  his  commission  to  Gov.  £aston  in 
the  presence  of  witnesses.  The  governor  replied,  that 
when  the  Assembly  met,  if  they  had  any  thing  farther  to 
sav,  he  would  write.  There  was  little  satisfaction  in  this 
cavalier  reception,  wIulIi  uifset  Phipps'  treatment  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  still  lo-^s  iii  the  ultimate  result  ;  but  with  such 
as  it  was  ^ir  William  declared  himself  contented,  and  went 
homo 

The  war  between  England  and  France  continued 
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with  great  violence.  Louis  XIV.  invaded  England,  in  be-  ciiAi' 
half  of  James  the  Pretender,  and  maintained  a  strong 
force  in  Canada,  which  threatened  the  conquest  of  British 
America.  Orders  were  issued  from  Whitehall  for  all  the 
colonies  to  send  aid,  in  men  or  money,  to  the  governor  of 
New  Yorlc,  lor  the  relief  of  Albany,  then  a  liontier  fort  of 
the  English. 

The  tirst  postal  arrangemeuts  in  the  United  States  109  3. 
were  now  adopted  in  the  council  of  Massachusetts,  The 
right  to  establish  post  routes  in  America  had  been  granted 
for  a  term  of  twenty-one  year%  by  royal  patent,  to  Thomas 
Neale,'  who  deputed  Andrew  Hamelton  to  carry  ont  the 
design.  By  him  the  plan  was  presented  to  the  govern-  ^^^I.^^ 
inrut  of  j^hissachusctts  to  estaltlitsh  ii  weekly  mail  from 
Boston  to  Virginia.  The  rate  oi'  postage  for  all  foreii^ 
letters  was  fixed  at  twopence  a  letter.  Inland  letters 
paid,  from  Boston  to  Bhode  Island,  sixpence  for  each  sin- 
gle letter,  and  proportionately  for  a  package,  which  could 
not  count  less  than  three  letters,  ninepence  to  Connecticut, 
a  shilling  to  New  York,  fifteen  pence  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
two  shillings  to  Marjiund  and  VirL;inia,  with  one  penny 
for  delivery  at  the  house  alter  any  letter  had  lain  two  June 
days  in  the  post-office  uncalled  for.  The  act  was  passed 
by  the  ropresentativcs,  and  concurred  in  by  the  council. 

Almy,  the  lihode  Island  agent,  became  impatient  at 
the  delays  that  detained  him  in  London,  and  petitioned 
that  the  address  which  he  had  brought  might  be  read  by  Aug. 
the  royal  council.    This  was  done  and  the  subject  referred, 
as  usual,  to  the  Bo;ud  ul"  Trade,  ^vllo  in  turn  subiiiiltod  the   c  . 
address  ti>  the  atfnrnoy  tjeneral  f«/r  liis  opinion  u[)«)U  the  lb. 
validity  of  the  charter,  and  the  right  to  control  the  militia 
against  the  demand  of  Pldpps,  and  to  have  their  eastern 
boundary  explained.   The  decision  was  rendered  in  favor 
of  Rhode  Island  upon  every  point.   "I  see  nothing  in 
point  of  law  but  that  their  Majesties  may  gratify  the  pe- 

*  Feb.  17,  1601-2. 
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cilAP.  titioners,  and  confirm  their  charter,  and  explain  tlie  east- 

J^}^  ern  boundaiiefi  as  is  desired,"  is  the  conchisioa  of  this  im- 
portant  paper,  which  virtually  crushed  the  hopes  of  the 
royalist  faction  in  Bliode  Island^  and  cooled  the  aidor  of 
25.  her  ambitious  nei^boiB.  Meanwhile  the  General  Assem- 
bly flent  another  address  to  their  Majesties,  assigning  the 
exposed  situation  of  the  coloii\ ,  as  shown  by  the  late  at- 
tacks upon  liluck  island,  as  the  reason  for  their  not  send- 
ing aid  to  Albany. ' 

in<)n  4        The  Board  of  Trade  submitted  further  questions  to 
'^2!'  the  attorney  general  upon  the  charteis  of  Connecticut  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  the  Jersey  grants,  how  the  strength  of 
the  whole  might  bo  united  under  one  Commander-in-chief 

10  9  4.  to  operate  against  the  FrencL  His  opinion  sustained  the 
2,  i>osition  which  he  Lad  before  taken,  that  these  colunies 
had  the  exclusive  control  over  their  militia  in  times  oi 
peace,  but  added,  that  in  case  of  war,  if  necessary  for  the 
common  defence,  a  chief  commander  might  order  out  a  re* 
quisite  nmnber  of  troops,  with  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
the  goTemor,  leaving  enough  at  home  to  secure  the  safety 
of  each  colony.  The  Board  of  Trade  having  reported  tiik 
opinion  to  the  royal  council,  an  urder  was  issued  iixing  the 

Aug.  quota  of  troops  to  be  fiunished  by  llhode  Island,  for  ser- 
vice under  the  governor  of  New  York,  at  forty-eight  men, 
and  also  referring  the  boundary  dispute  to  the  members 
of  the  council  of  New  York.  The  Queen  forthwith  sent 
21.  her  commands  to  €h>v.  Phipps,  Umiting  bis  control 
over  the  militia  of  Rhode  Island,  in  accordance  with  the 
report,  and  requiring  him  to  furnish  three  hundred  and 

'  All  the  lorogoing  documcute  referred  to  arc  in  Br.  S.  I'.  O.,  New  Lugland. 
vol.  viL,  And  are  mostly  inserted  in  IL  I.  Col.  Rec.,  ill  288-295.  Tbo  admi- 
rable mode  io  whidi  th<eao  Booords  are  campQed,  hy  suppl^iug  deficiencies  in 
the  exisring  files,  asd  ineertiag  explanatmy  docnmenta  obtained  from  odier 
Bonroes,  in  carder  to  pn  lit  !i  documentary  history  of  the  State  complete  «4 
possible,  places  the  lihode  Island  Colonial  Reconls  before  any  other  Stuto  c<:4« 
I'TtioT)  we  have  seen,  nn  l  ri^f!crt«  great  credit  npou  the  industry  an'l  nhility 
of  the  lion.  John  li.  Bartictt,  Secretary  of  State,  by  whom  they  were  prepared. 
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fifty  men  from  MasBftcbnsotts  for  the  defbnce  of  Albany,  on  ap. 

Similar  orders  were  sent  to  Bhode  Island  and  Oonnecti-  J^}^ 

cut.   The  quota  <^  the  latter  was  fixed  at  one  hnndied  1^94. 

Mar 

and  twenty  iiieD.'  ^ 

The  lionndary  qno^*tion  had  }»een  miicli  (liscu>>iil  pre- 
vious to  this  order  of  council.  The  new  charter  of  New 
England,  by  absorbing  Plymouth,  had  bounded  Rhode 
Island  on  the  east  as  well  ae  the  north  by  Massachnsetta. 
The  old  conflict  for  the  eastern  shore  was  therefore  to  be 
continned  with  a  new  and  more  formidable  opponent. 
Almy  wrote  to  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  President  of  the  Privy 
Council,  asking  his  special  attention  to  the  eastern  bound- 
ary of  the  colony,  and  f>npj»lying  tlie  evidenee  to  sustain 
the  claim  of  Rhode  Island.  The  Massachusetts  agents 
petitioned  the  Board  of  Trade  ^  for  a  hearing  upon  this 
point  before  the  question  should  be  decided.  The  point 
was  referred  to  the  attorney  general,  whose  action  was 
hastened  by  a  notice  from  the  Board  that  they  were  wait-  if^^ 
incr  his  report.  While  he  was  preparing  it,  the  Earl  of 
Air  .n  presented  the  great  claim  of  the  Hamilton  family  2S. 
to  tlie  attorney  general,  as  including  a  ])art  of  Rhode  Island, 
but  it  was  for  the  present  thrown  out.  The  opinion  re- 
cited  in  detail  the  charter  bounds  of  Iihode  Island,  the 
Plymouth  grant,  and  the  decision  of  Sur  Kobert  Carr,  and 
suggested  a  reference  to  disinterested  parties  near  the  spot 
aa  the  only  mode  of  determining  the  dispute.  Upon  re- 
ceipt of  this  report,  the  agents  were  summoned  to  attend  a 
meeting  of  the  Hoard  to  consider  this  l>onndary  question. 
Mr.  Ahny  petitioned  that  no  Connecticut  man  should  he 
placed  upon  the  commission,  as  the  dispute  with  that  col- 

*  Br.  S.  P.  O ,  New  England,  vol.  xxxr.,  pp.         16a,  170.    IL  L  CoU 
Kcc,  iii.  'i05-9. 

*  The  offlcifti  title  of  this  bodj  wai  the  Bight  Honorable  (he  Lordi  of  the 
Committee  of  Trade  and  PUmtMkma.'*  A  little  later  th»n  this  tine  dw^  wen 

known  a-i  the  Board  of  Trade,**  hj  which  name  wo  ^le  them  in  the  toit, 
for  brevity.  All  tlio  colonial  documcnts  in  the  Briti^  archiv«'4  ii**o  marked 
B.  T.f  as  plaatation  affiurs  were  Uieir  peculiar  proviaoe. 

VOL,  1. — 34 
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CUAF.  ^^^y  in  regard  to  the  western  line  still  exisLcd.  The  at- 
tomey  general  preparetl  the  draft  of  a  commission  to  the 

1694.  arbitmtoiSy  which  was  approved  by  the  Boaid,  and  the 
next  day,  when  the  order  upon  the  militia  was  iaflned,  aa 
before  stated,  this  diaft  was  attached  to  it  to  be  filled  bj 
the  names  of  the  New  York  coonciL 

The  acts  of  trade  were  so  generally  disregarded  in  the 
colonics  as  to  form  the  Hubject  of  frequent  remonstrance  by 
the  home  government,  iihode  Islaini  came  in  fur  her 
share  of  rebuke,  although  at  tinst  bhe  was  more  loyal  upon 
this  point  than  either  New  England  or  New  York,  In 
reply  to  a  circnlar  from  the  Board  of  Tiade,  issued  a  year 

g^^^  beforoi  Governor  Easton  wrote  that  the  ooUector,  Jahted 
6.    Brenton,  would  shortly  be  in  England,  and  would  represent 
the  fact  that  for  want  of  proper  forts  in  the  bay  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  enlorce  the  navigation  laws. 

The  friendly  feeling  Ijetween  Khode  Inland  and  Con- 
necticut at  this  time  wub  ^tihfactory  to  both  partiee,  and 
could  not  easily  be  disturbed,  although  occasions  were  not 
wanting  to  lenew  the  strife.   There  was  a  bordw  conflict 

June  between  Westerly  and  Stonington.  Some  peisons  in  the 
latter  town  attempted  to  assess  a  tax  upon  the  fbnner, 
which  was  resisted,  and  a  complaint  was  made  hy  the  gov- 
ernor of  Rhode  Island  to  tlie  authorities  of  Connecticut  on 

Oct.    the  subject,  to  which  the  latter  replied,  disowning  tlio  act 
1^'    of  the  intruders,  and  expressmg  a  hope  that  no  di.<turlianoe 
would  be  created  by  any  act  of  Bhode  Island  west  of  the 
Pawcatuck  liver.   So  far  as  it  went,  this  was  a  virtual 
concession  of  the  points  in  dispute,  in  favor  of  Rhode  U- 

15  9  5  and«    But  the  Nanaganset  proprietors,  as  they  still  styled 

May.  themselves,  were  not  satisfied  with  this  tacit  a;j^reement 
wliirh  subjected  them  to  Khode  Ibland,  and  i)etitioned  to 
have  the  question  settled.  It  was  referred  to  the  attorney 
gencr with  whom  it  rested  for  more  than  a  year. 

Hay.  At  the  geneial  election  Caleb  Carr  was  chosen  gover- 
nor, and  John  Greene  was  le-elected  deputy  governor 
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The  great  bieak  in  the  records  does  not  cease  till  the  ad-  citap. 
jonrned  session  of  the  Assemblj  at  Newport,  when  they 
again  appear  complete.   The  old  tax  of  three  hundred  1695. 

pounds  was  still  uncollected.  An  additional  rate  of  two 
pence  nil  the  pound  was  laid,  and  a  more  exact  mode  of  2. 
asscs.snu'nt  tlian  had  heretoiore  been  used  was  adopted,  by 
appointing  three  men  in  each  town  to  examine  the  proper- 
ty of  eveiy  citizen,  and  estimate  his  income.  Fonnerly 
the  rates  were  laid  by  guess  work,  both  by  the  Assembly 
in  apportioning  a  tax  among  the  towns,  and  by  the  coun- 
cils in  assessing  the  inhabitants. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  the  Colony  House 
was  used  for  other  purposes  than  that  for  whicli  it  was 
built,  it  was  ordered  that  it  should  be  occupied  only  for 
legislative  or  military  afiaiis,  and  for  no  religious  objects 
whaterer.  Committees  were  appointed  to  run  the  eastern 
and  northern  lines  of  the  colony. 

Ghnremor  Fletcher  had  written  to  demand  the  quota 
of  troops  assigned  to  Bhode  Island  for  the  defence  of  New 
York,  to  whieh  (lovemor  Carr  replied  tbit  either  the  forty-  5. 
ei<3^ht  men  refpiired,  or  some  commutation  should  be  sent^ 
according  as  Fletcher  himself  mii^ht  elect.* 

From  the  death  of  Sir  William  Phipps  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Earl  of  Bellemont  several  months  elapsed, 
during  which  Lieut.  Governor  Stou^ton  was  at  the  head 

affairs  in  Massachusetts.  A  proposal  was  made  by  the  le. 
Lords  Justices  to  recall  Fletcher,  and  to  unite,  under  Belle- 
mont, tlie  ^'(ivernments  of  New  England  and  New  York, 
as  in  the  time  of  Andros,  when  all  of  the  American  colonies 
north  of  Pennsylvania  were  known  by  the  name  of  New 
England.  But  more  than  three  years  elapsed  before  the 
plan  was  peifected  by  the  arrivid  of  Bellemont  at  New 
York ;  meanwhile  the  two  governments  continued  under 
their  present  rulers, 

Stoughton  refused  to  have  tlie  lines  run  betweeu  Mas- 

>N.Y.Cki].H«a.3a.  89.   R.  L  CoL  Keo.,  iai.  SOS. 
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CHAP,  flftchusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  without  which  the  quota  of 
troops  for  New  York  could  not  be  diiified  ftirly.  Fletcber 
'^005.  refused  cominatation  and  demanded  the  men  ;  wheieupon 
^  '  the  Bhode  Island  connctl  wrote  to  him,  assigning  reasons 

why  they  could  not  send  the  men.  Some  further  c  orre- 
spoudence  ensued,  when  the  mibject  dro])ped.  The  Assem- 
bly met  at  ^Var\vi^•k.  The  bountlarv  between  Kingston 
and  Westerly  was  settled.    A  prison  was  ordered  to  be 

^  built  at  Providence.  A  tax  of  a  penny  on  a  pound  was 
laid,  to  laise  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  agent 
in  En^and.  Salaries  had  occaMonally  been  paid  to  the 
civil  officers,  but  most  of  the  time  public  service  had  been 
performed  gratuitously.  It  was  now  enaeted  ihat  the 
governor  shuuld  liave  ten  pounds  a  year,  tlie  de'itut}-  ij^over- 

Nov.  nor  six  i^ouuds,  the  assistants  four  pounds  each,  and  the 
deputies  three  shillings  a  day  while  in  session,  or  to  pay 
a  double  forfeit  when  absent. 

Dec.       Gtovemor  Cair  died  in  Peoember,  being  the  third  gov- 
17.    emor  of  the  colony  who  died  whfle  in  office  ;  and  Walter 
Clarke,  who  was  governor  when  the  charter  was  suspended, 

1095-6         ^iiZ-'^'n  chosen  to  that  otlice,  proljably  at  an  extra  ses- 

Jao.  sion  (1  t  lie  Assembly  in  January,  of  whicli  no  reeonl  re- 
mains. Nearly  seven  years  had  elapsed  since  the  resump- 
tion of  the  charter  ;  the  government  had  acquired  the 
confidence  of  all  cksses,  so  that  Clarke  and  !Newbeny,  the 
assistant,  who  had  refused  office  after  the  ftll  of  Andios, 
now  cheerftdly  accepted  their  former  places. 

Feb.        The  Popish  plot  to  assassinate  William  III.  Lavini: 
been  revealed  by  some  of  tlie  conspirators,  stringent  meair- 
March  ^^^^  '^'^^^  taken  against  the  Roman  Catholics.    All  ships 
10.    bound  to  America  were  embargoed,  and  letters  were  sent 
to  the  colonics  informing  them  of  the  circumstances.  The 

iUnil  ^^^^7  ^      French,  in  their  operations  against  America^ 

20.  alarmed  England,  so  that  further  orders  were  issued,  and 
aid  promised,  to  prepare  for  invasion.  Associations  were 
I'urmed  throughout  Engluud  binding  the  subscribers  to 
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support  the  King,  and  to  revenge  any  violence  offered  to  chap. 
his  penoa   Notice  of  this  was  also  sent  to  the  colonies, 
with  a  form  "  proper  to  he  entered  into  "  as  a  mark  of  loy-  K'^'^Ck 
alty  to  hie  Majesty.*  -    '  ^"^ 

Governor  Fletcher  wrote  to  Governor  Clarke  for  the  24. 
Rhode  Island  quota  whicli  IkkI  been  refused  by  bis  prede- 
cessor. He  rebuked  the  uegicdt  of  the  colony,  adding  that 
her  letters  of  excuse  had  been  sent  to  England  as  wit- 
nesses against  her.  This  letter  was  laid  hefore  the  As- 
sembly,  and  a  reply  returned  that  the  exposed  condition 
of  the  colony,  with  forty  miles  of  coast  line,  having  three 
inlets  from  the  sea,  undefended  by  ferts,  required  all  its 
strength  for  self-protection  ;  that  the  letters  of  excuse 
referred  to  by  Fletcher,  had  already  been  sent  by  lUiode 
Island  to  the  homo  government ;  and  that  she  did  not 
fear  the  result,  as  his  Majesty  would  not  require  impossi- 
bilities.' V 

A  very  important  movement,  proposed  by  the  deputies  / 

from  Warwick  thirty  years  before,^was  now  adopted.  The 
house  of  deputies  was  constituted  a  distinct  body,  a  lower 
house  of  assembly,  with  power  to  choose  their  own  Speaker 

and  Clerk.  It  thus  became  a  courdiiiate  branch  of  the 
IcgiFlatinv,  Willi  the  assistants,  each  bouse  liavinc^  a  veto 
upon  the  proceedings  of  the  other  ;  and  thus  has  it  ever 
since  remained.  The  first  instance  of  the  deputies  resolv- 
ing themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  for  the  prep- 
aration of  business  occurred  at  this  sesaion.  The  practice 
was  introduced  three  years  later  Into  the  council  board  of 
Massachusetts  by  Lord  Belleraont,  and  was  of  English  ^  ' 
origin,  but  has  never  been  much  used  in  this  {State. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  myal  ordors  rcLitive  to  the  Popisii  j^^^^^ 
plot  they  were  published  in  solemn  manner,  with  great  par  8. 
rade  and  joy,  throughout  the  colony.   A  letter  of  congrat- 

• 

'  Smollet,  B.  L  chnp.  v.  §  30.    Antiq.  of  Conn.,  238. 
'  N.  Y.  I>w« ,  iv  ir>5-6.       I.  CoL  Rec.,  iiL  815-16. 
'  Ante,  chap.  ix.  p.  827. 
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CHAP.  Illation  was  prepared  by  the  council,  piomiBiqg  vigilance 
in  securing  the  conspiiators  flhonld  they  appear  in  Bhode 
1696.  islaDd. 

^^7'       There  was  always  great  difficulty  in  coBecting  taxes 

in  the  colony.  The  people  were  poor,  and  their  situation 
tlio  iimst  exposed  of  any  in  New  England,  "svliiiu  the  vexa- 
tiuus  proceedings  of  their  neiglibors  not  only  kept  tbem  at 
gi-eat  expense,  from  the  very  begimmtg,  to  maintain  agents 
in  London^  but  also  furnished  a  constant  pretext  for  re- 
fusal to  pay  by  those  who«  denied  their  juxisdiction.  Not 
nnfirequently  many  years  would  elapse  after  a  tax  was 
voted  befere  it  could  be  collected,  and  in  view  of  the  per- 
plexities arising  from  these  sources  it  is  often  h  uiatter  of 
surprise  that  a  tax  eon  Id  he  collected  at  all.  Special  ses- 
sions of  assembly  were  re^)eatedly  called  on  this  account. 
1.  One  was  now  convened  for  this  purpose  ;  and  to  increase 
the  reyenue^  a  duty  was  laid  upon  all  foreign  wines^  liquof% 
and  molasses  imported  into  the  colony.  The  latter  article 
was  to  pay  a  half  penny  a  gallon.  Privateers  fitted  out 
from  here  had  been  engaged  in  illegal  acts,  to  preN^ent 
which  it  was  onlored  that  no  ne  w  t  uiinnission  should  be 
granted  without  a  boml  of  one  thousand  pounds  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  powers  therein  conferred.  Wolves  continued  to 
trouble  the  plantati  ms  to  such  an  extent  that  a  bounty  of 
ten  shillings  was  offered  for  each  old  one  that  should  be 
Uned. 

Sopt       The  governor  and  council  of  Connecticut  entered  into 

^*  an  association,  in  the  form  adopted  in  England,  fur  iLc  J*.  - 
fence  of  the  King  against  all  conspirators,  hut  we  find  no 
trace  of  any  such  act  in  this  colony.    The  attorney  gen- 

28.  eral  of  England,  after  more  than  a  year's  delay,  reported 
upon  the  Narraganset  proprietors'  petition,  that  the  juris- 
diction belonged  to  Connecticut  hy  reason  of  the  priority 
of  her  charter.  This  was  the  first  opinion  adverse  to  the 
claims  of  Rhode  Island,  if  we  except  the  ex  parte  report 
ui  liic  Ciauiicld  commisBion^  uad  bcuuis  to  have  been  hast- 
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iiy  drawn.  About  the  same  time  the  proprietors,  probably  chap. 
wearj  of  the  delay,  sent  anotlier  petition  asking  to  be  join-  J^JL. 
ed  to  MasBaclmflettfi.  To  this  Major  General  Winthrop  i^^^- 
sent  a  counter  petition,  in  behalf  of  Connecticut,  to  "  in-    2^ ' 

sist  on  and  claim  the  government  of  tlic  said  country."  ' 
Meanwhile  Almv  returned  home,  and  on  the  same  day 
that  the  attorney  fr^^neral's  opinion  was  rendered  against 
the  colony,  in  England,  be  received  fix>m  the  Assembly, 
sitting  at  Providence,  something  over  a  hundred  and  thirty- 
fire  pounds  for  his  expenses  as  agent. 

The  unsettled  state  of  the  eastern  shore  produced  sim- 
ilar annoyances  with  those  that  had  occurred  in  Westerly. 
The  Massachusetts  officers,  having  distiained  for  taxes  in 
Tiverton,  were  seized  and  placed  under  bands  at  Newport.  Xov. 
Complaints  of  these  seizures  were  made  to  Stoughton  from 
Bristol  and  Little  Compton,  and  a  vote  was  passed  by  the 
representatives  for  the  lieutcnant-goyemor  to  protect  the 
officers  from  the  violence  of  Rhode  Island. 

An  important  step  was  now  prepared  in  England  to 
restrain  the  irregularities  existing  in  America,  with  respect 
to  privateering  and  to  the  acts  of  Trade,  by  cptablisliing 
courts  of  adniiraltv  in  all  the  coLaiies.  The  Ic'^alitv  of  21. 
the  measure  was  submitted  to  the  attorney  general,  who, 
on  examining  all  the  old  charters  and  grants  in  America,  ^* 
gave  as  his  opinion  that  they  contained  nothing  which 
could  restrain  the  King  in  his  design.* 

There  were  two  parties  in  the  colonies  upon  the  ques- 
tion  uf  uniting  all  the  governments  under  a  viceroy.  2. 
Many  in  Massachusetts  urged  it  in  frequent  letters  to  in- 
fluential persons  in  England.  They  complained  of  tlie 
small  independencies,  Nqyi  Hampshire  and  lihode  Island, 
and  denounced  the  latter  as  a  great  resort  ^or  jirivateers, 
which  its  commodious  hay  facilitated.   The  Kew  Yotk  in- 

*  Originals  of  Uie  three  papers  last  referred  to  arc  in  Br.  S.  P.  New 
vol  viii.,  vls  arc  m^^t  of  the  foregoing  anthoritiM  not  cited  in  the  notes. 

*  Br.  S.  F.  0.  l'roprietie»|  vol  i.  p.  05. 
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CHAP,  terest  oppoiied  the  union,  unless  limitcMl  to  strictlv  military 
..^.^^  purposes,  on  the  grounds  iliat  the  people  were  t*»o  dihsiiu- 
169^7.  jyiar^  and  that  the  rivalry  in  trade  between  New  York,  the 
less,  and  Boaton,  the  greater,  would  ruin  the  f(»rmcr.  A 
9.    circular  was  sent  to  all  the  colonies  hy  the  Board  of  Trade 
concerning  their  irregularities  in  not  famishing  the  re- 
quired quotas  against  the  French,  in  harboring  each  other^s 
fu*;itives,  and  especially  in  giving  countenance  to  juraey, 
whiuli  iiad  naturally  grown  out  of  the  system  of  privatet^r- 
ing,  so  long  maintained  during  the  war  with  France.* 
The  independent  positions  of  Connecticut  and  Bhode  Isl- 
and made  them  a  hindrance  to  the  establishment  of  anj 
general  system  of  government  in  New  England,  or  to  tihe 
enforcement  of  acts  intended  to  apply  equally  to  all  the 
colonies.   Hence  another  attempt  was  to  be  made  to  re- 
btrain  them,  and  the  attorney  general  was  directed  to  ex- 
25,    amine  their  charters  with  special  reference  to  this  desipi. 
The  long-pending  appointment  of  the  Earl  of  Bellemout 
March      governor  of  New  York,  Massachusetts,  and  Kew  Ham]>- 
shire,  atid  as  captain-general  of  the  forces  of  Bhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  and  the  Jerseys,  was  at  last  announced. 
His  coming  was  to  open  a  new  struggle  in  Bhode  Island. 

At  an  adjourned  session  of  the  Assembly,  held  at 
Kewport,  PawtuxcL  river  was  established  as  tlie  southern 
limit  of  l*rovidence.  Deputy  governor  G  reene  and  the 
Warwick  deputies  protested,  but  to  no  efl'ect,  against  this 
act,  which  terminated  a  struggle  that  had  lasted  for  half 
a  century  between  Warwick  and,  Fawtuxet,  and  had  form- 
ed one  of  the  great  points  of  dispute  in  the  Harris  trials 
twenty  years  before. 
16  97.  The  entire  records  for  the  following  year  are  missing, 
but  the  ]iritish  archives  supply  the  more  inij)ortant  events. 
Although  the  long  war  witli  France  was  drawing  to  a 
close,  there  was  as  yet  no  cessation  of  hostilities  in  Amer- 

*  Br.  S.  p.  0.  Proprieties,  vol  xxv.  p.  42.  Antiq.  of  Conn.,  246.  R.  L  Coi 
Bw.,  iii  821. 
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ica.    Massachusetts  applied  to  Connecticut  and  Khode  qhxv 

Island  for  aid  in  men^  money,  and  pioyisions,  against  the  ,J^^ 

common  enemy, and  appointed  Oapt.  Byfield  of  Biistol  to  1697. 

obtain  the  same. 

Town  records  throw  very  little  light  upon  the  general 

history  of  tlic  ►State  after  the  government  became  settled 
uiKkr  the  second  charter,  but  occasionally  they  afford  cu- 
rious hints  (if  the  con  l  itidu  of  socictv,  or  of  matters  affect- 
ing  the  prosperity  of  the  people.    An  agricultural  popu- 
lation will  feel  most  sensi1)ly  those  things  that  affect  their 
stock  or  their  crops  ;  hence  the  fireqncnt  notice  of  wolves 
and  the  lesser  yermin,  which  became  so  troublesome  as  to 
require  State  legislation.    A  new  torment  was  added  to  ^^^.^ 
these,  for  we  find  tliat  in  Portsmouth,  ever)'  householder  16. 
was  required  to  kill  twelve  l>lackbirds  before  the  tenth  of 
May  ensuing,  and  to  bring  in  their  heads,  or  pay  a  fine  of 
two  shillings,  and  for  all  above  twelve  that  were  killed  he 
should  receive  one  shilling  each.' 

Again  the  Hamilton  claim  came  up,  on  petition  of  ^ 
the  daughter  of  the  late  duke,  to  be  confirmed  in  her 
right  to  Narraganset,  and  to  receive  quit-rent  from  the 
occupants.  The  case  was  fully  stated,  from  tlio  time  of 
the  original  grant  by  James  I.,  down  through  all  its  sub- 
sequent stages^  to  the  report  of  Andros  upon  it.  Jahleel 
Brenton  was  asked  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  what  argu- 
ments Bhode  Island  had  to  urge  against  its  validity.  The 
Board  were  resolved  to  have  a  careful  examination  of  this 
matter,  which  should  be  final.  Bhode  Island  did  not  sup- 
pose the  claim  would  ever  be  revived,  and  hence  had 
given  Brentitn  no  instructions  upon  it.  He  so  stated  in  30. 
his  memorial,  and  asked  that  a  copy  of  the  duchess'  pe- 
tition might  be  sent  to  Bhode  Island.  The  Connecticut 
agent,  Winthrop,  was  equallj  unprepared  upon  this  qnes- 
tion,  and  made  a  similar  request  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors,  Jnl  j 
of  whom  he  was  one.    Somewhat  later,  Sir  Henry  Ash-  ^ 

'  PorUmonth  record«»  eod  of  toL  L,  April  16,  1697. 
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cn  xp.  tint  replied  to  the  same  ofTect,  on  the  part  of  Maflfiacho* 
flottfl.  But  the  Earl  of  Arran  insbted  on  a  report ;  and 
16  97.  although  ex  parte,  as  the  oppodng  okimaatB  could  not*  be 
^of '  heard,  it  was  bo  adrerse  to  the  petitioners  as  to  he^  in  ef- 
fect, final.  This  document  was  of  formidable  length, 
and  chiefly  historical.  It  recited  a  decii^ion  of  the  Lords 
and  Justices  upon  a  parallel  case,  that  *^the  parties  have 
recourse  to  the  Courts  upon  the  place/'  and  recommended 
that  the  petition  should  not  be  granted,  as  it  would  es- 
tahlish  a  precedent  £raught  with  disturbance  toeyeiyland 
title  in  America.  The  report  was  equivalent  to  a  legal 
decision,  so  that  Bhode  Island  was  forever  relieved  &om 
this  source  of  vi  xation.' 
April  The  acts  of  trade  were  not  so  easily  dis]w>sod  of.  A 
royal  letter  called  attention  to  their  abuses  in  the  several 
colonies,  and  threatened  a  withdrawal  of  charters  if  these 
were  continued.' 

The  alarm  in  which  the  colonists  were  kept  hj  the 
sudden  and  frequent  incursions  of  the  Indians,  can  scarce- 
ly be  imagined  in  our  day.  The  councils  of  war,  com- 
posed of  the  local  mafi^istrates,  were  as  active  at  this  time 
as  they  ha<l  ever  bien  since  the  settlement  of  tlie  State. 
An  original  warrant,  of  this  date,  with  tlie  council  seals 
attached,  is  still  extant,  directed  to  twenty-one  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  Providence,  as  commanders  of 
scouting  partieSj  composed  of  ten  men  each,  who  were  to 
ran^c  the  country  in  pursuit  of  the  cruel  and  barbazoos 
Imli  ins,"  beyond  the  limits  of  the  plantations,  for  two 
days  at  a  time  ;  and  eaeli  leader,  on  liis  return,  was  to 
hand  tlie  cuminissiou  to  the  one  wliose  name  was  next  in 
order  upon  it.  This  was  continued  long  after  the  treaty 
of  Byswick  had  restored  peace  to  Europe. 

The  hasty  opinion  of  the  attorney  general  in  &vor  of 

'  Br.  S.  P.  (  ).,  New  Engkud,  toL  xxxTi.  p.  222.   Tbe  othof  papm  abwt 

refem-d  to  iiro  in  vul.  viii. 

"  Br.  S.  l\  O.,  New  England,  voL  xxxvi.  p.  lo'J.    iL  i.  C^l.  Rec,  iii.  22i>. 
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20. 

Oct. 


the  Oonnecticat  claim  to  Namganset,  given  in  October^  chap. 
did  not  escape  the  keen  eye  of  Brenton,  who  inresented  a 
memorial  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  pointing  ont  the  errors 

tliercin,  tliat  they  migliL  l>e  ji  J  vised  of  the  facts  before  ^5, 
acting  upon  it.    Letters  were  Bent  to  both  colonies,  ad- 
vising an  adjustment  by  mutual  agreement,  or  by  reler-  26» 
ence  to  Lord  Bcllemont,  or  otherwise  to  send  agents  to 
England  early  in  the  Spring.'  Sept 

The  treaty  of  Bygwick  lestoied  peace  to  all  Europe. 
A  printed  proclamation  was  issued  in  England,  and  sent 
out  to  America,  with  orders  to  suspend  all  privateering 
a'j;ainst  the  French.    It  reaclicd  Xew  Eufrland  in  Decern- 
])cr,  whore  it  was  puhlislied  in  due  form,    Mr.  Brcnton 
returned  to  Rhode  Island,  with  all  the  letters  and  pa-  i^^^ 
pers  from  the  British  government,  above  referred  to,  and  Jan. 
delivered  them  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  a  special  see- 
sion  held  in  Newport.   He  was  empowered  to  administer 
to  the  governor  the  oath  required  by  the  acts  of  trade, 
whieh  Clarke,  heinsc  ^  Quaker,  steadily  refused  to  take. 
The  creation  of  a  Court  of  Admiralty  in  lihode  Island,  17-21. 
was  a  iurtiier  source  of  discontent  to  the  governor. 
BrentoQ  brought  over  a  commission  to  Feleg  Bandford,  as 
Judge  of  Admiralty,  and  to  Nathaniel  Ooddington,  as 
Begister,  which  Sandford  presented  to  Gov.  Clarke,  who 
endeavored  to  persnade  the  Assembly  to  op])08e  it,  hut 
without  success.    Ho  then  kept  the  commission  from 
Handford,  wiio  complained      the  Board  of  Trade  of  his 
conduct.    A  similar  comjilaiut  was  also  addressed  to  the  j| 
King.    Brenton  forwarded  these  letters  to  the  Board,  and 
advised  the  impeachment  of  Clarke,  as  a  warning  to  oth-  y^r^, 
en.   He  also  urged  that  the  government  of  Bhode  Isl-  9* 
and  should  be  required  to  print  their  laws,  which  as  yet 
liad  never  been  done.^     These  perplexities,  no  doubt, 


*  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  New  England,  toL  xzt.  p.  100.   Antiq,  of  Conn.,  SSe. 

B.  I.  Col.  Rec,  ili.  82a 

*  Br.  S.  P.  0.  Proprieties  toI  ii.  pp.  446-7-9.  &  I.  C«L  Bee,  iii. 
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CHAP.  cauBed  the  lesigiiation  of  Gov.  Clarke,  at  tliis  time,  in 

J^^^  favor  of  liis  nephew,  Samuel  Cranston,  who,  it  appears, 
1698.  presided  as  governor  at  the  spring  term  of  the  Court  of 


The  administration  of  Gov.  Cranston  is  remarkable 
for  many  reasons.  He  held  his  position  probably  longer 
than  any  other  man  who  has  ever  been  subjected  to  the 
test  of  an  annnal  popular  election.  He  was  thirty  times 
successively  chosen  governor,  holding  office  till  his  death, 
in  1726.  His  great  luiuiii>»  in  seasons  of  luifxampled 
tnal,  that  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  his  public  lifcj  is, 
perhaj  s,  the  key  to  his  wonderful  popularity,  of  which  we 
shall  find  Fome  signal  proofs  later  in  his  career.  The 
choice  of  the  Assembly  was  confirmed  by  the  people  at  the 
election ;  and  he  was  also  retained  in  his  military  office 
of  major,  for  the  islands.  John  Greene  was  re-elected 
deputy  governor.  A  majority  of  the  civil  officers  chosen 
at  this  time,  held  military  commissions.  The  Quaker 
regime  expired  with  Ciov.  Clarke.  The  government  j>assLd 
into  the  hands  of  men  whose  scruples  would  not  imperil 
the  existence  of  tlie  State,  at  a  time  when  firmness  was 
as  much  required  as  caution,  in  resisting  the  aggressions 
attempted  by  the  royal  governors  of  Massachusetts.^ 

The  subject  of  weights  and  measures,  which  twenty- 
four  years  previously  luid  received  the  attention  of  the 
Assemhlv.  was  njzaia  discussed.  Want  of  unifomiitv  in 
these  particulars,  injured  trade.  To  remedy  this,  a  sealer 
for  the  colony  was  appointed,  with  orders  to  procure  stand- 
ard weights  and  measures  in  Boston,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  seal,  with  an  anchor,  all  such  articles  used  in  New- 
j)ort  ;  and  to  furnish  the  other  seiners,  one  of  which  was 
to  he  eliosen  in  each  town,  with  accurate  models.  Any 
tuwu  til  ill  to  appoint  a  sealer,  was  to  be  indicted  at  the 
Court  of  Trials. 


Piracy  now  prevailed  to  an  alarming  extent.  Priva- 
teers, clearing  for  Madagascar  and  the  Bed  Sea  on  trading 


Trials. 
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voyages,  with  roviug  commissions  against  the  Frencli,  liad  chap. 
become  open  pirates  after  the  peace.  All  New  England  ^-^IL* 
and  New  York,  as  well  as  the  West  India  Islands,  were  l6i>8. 
deeply  involved  in  these  unlawful  enterprises.  The  home 
government  sent  orders  to  repress  them.  The  Rhode  Isl- 
and Assemhlj  accordingly  passed  a  law,  requiring  their 
olHcers  to  seize  ah\  .suspected  person,  who  sh'Uild  bring 
foreii^n  coin  or  racrchandi.se  into  the  colonv,  and  that  he 
should  be  held  for  trial,  unless  lie  could  produce  satisfac- 
toij  evidence  to  the  magistrates  how  he  came  by  the 
treasure.  A  proclamation  was  also  issued,  in  obedience  to 
the  toyvl  order,  and  published  by  drum  beat  in  every  town, 
requiring  the  officers  to  arrest  any  suspected  pirates,  and 
waniin;^  ihc  jjeople  not  to  harbor  any  such,  or  to  receive 
their  goods,  on  pain  of  punishment  as  abettors.  An  ad- 
dress to  the  King  was  prepared,  in  wliich  the  remis&iiess 
of  the  colony  in  respect  to  the  acts  of  trade,  is  confessed, 
and  their  statute  on  the  subject  of  piracy  is  mentioned. 
Their  assumption  of  admiralty  jurisdiction  during  the  late 
war,  is  also  admitted,  and  defended  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency— there  bciu-  a  necessity  for  annoying  French 
commerce,  and  uo  admiralty  Court  then  est^iljlished  in 
the  cnlonv — and  finally,  a  continuation  of  the  royal  lavor. 
in  the  language  of  tlie  charter,  is  earnestly  sought.  These 
papers  were  all  enclosed  in  a  letter  from  Gov.  Cranston  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  apologizing  for  the  irregularities  of  ^' 
the  colony  in  refusing  the  quota  of  troops  for  New  York, 
and  explaining  the  charges  i^ainst  it  in  regard  to  piracy, 
lie  also  stated  that  two  men  suspected  of  piracy  had  just 
been  exaiuiued,  and  would  be  "hronj^lit  to  trial.'  A  l>itter 
letter  against  the  government  oi'  the  colony  was  soon  after 
written  by  that  old  enemy  of  New  England,  Randolph,  80. 
the  surveyor  general  of  customs,  who  had  just  been  to 
New  York  to  welcome  the  arrival  of  Lord  Bellemont. 

'  The  '.rigiiiaU  ui  tliCMi  four  papers  arc  ia  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  rioprictita,  vol.  ii. 
pp.  America  and  West  Lidic?,  vol.  R.  1.  CoL  Eec,  iU. 
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CRAP.  Tilo  L  liaiges  made  against  the  rulers  were  most  porious,  as 
-S^^  that  they  were  in  league  with  the  pirates,  by  ^v1l m  they 
10 1>  b.  were  enricked  ;  and  equally  false  was  the  statement  that 
many  of  the  people  dedred  a  royal  governor,  and  would  pay 
five  hundred  pounds  a  year  towards  the  support  of  one.* 
Depositions  against  the  deputy  goYemor,  fat  having  issned 
privateer  conunissionsi  four  years  before,  when  Gbv.  Ea»- 
4.    ton  had  refused  to  grant  them,  were  obtained,  and  for- 
warded ill  coutiiiiicition  of  these  charges  :  and  ]\Ir.  P»ren- 
ton  advised  the  Board      Trade  to  call  for  copies  of  all 
t^iicl)  commissions  and  bonds  as  had  been  granted  during 
the  late  war,  some  of  them  being,  in  his  view,  illegal* 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  home  govem- 
ment,  commissionerB  were  appointed  by  Bbode  Island  and 
Connecticut  to  adjust  the  boundary  between  these  cdo* 
nies.  They  met  at  Stonington,  but  to  no  purpose.  Each 
claimed  all  Nu rmganset,  as  heretofore.  The  negotiation 
was  held  in  writing,  as  it  had  formerly  been,  and  with  the 
same  result.  The  Rhode  Island  Assembly  met,  for  the 
first  time,  at  Kingstown,  and  voted  a  tax  of  eight  hundred 
pounds,  currency,  of  which  Newport  was  to  pay  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  pounds;  Portsmouth,  one  hundred 
and  forty;  Providence,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight ; 
Kiugstown,  one  hundred  iuid  twcuty>five  ;  Warwick  and 
Westerly,  forty-six  pouudb  each;  Jamestown,  thirty-ei^ht; 
Greenwich,  tliirty,  and  New  Shoroliam  twenty-two  })ouiid« 
A  tax  law  in  twelve  sections,  the  most  complete  that  liad 
yet  been  framed,  was  passed  for  its  collection,  providing 
for  the  first  time  for  a  poll  tax  upon  all  males  between 
sixteen  and  sixty  years  of  age,  of  whom  a  census  was  to 
be  taken,  as  weU  as  an  account  of  their  estates:  and  cacli 
man,  except  slaves  and  the  like,  ^\  t>  to  pay  one  sliilling 
a  bend.  Provision  was  made  for  the  rcce])tion  of  Lord 
Bellemont,  who  was  expected  soon  from  New  York,  on  his 

^  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Fliatatioiii  CtoMn],  ToL  Y.  0. 17.  R.  L  CoL  Bse.,  fiL  889. 
*  Br.  &  P.  O.,  Pnpiittle^  vol  iL  pp.  581-8. 
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way  to  Boston.    The  governor's  salary  was  increased  to  chap. 
thirty  pounds.    A  committee  was  named  to  prei>are  a  di-  J^l^ 
geat  of  the  laws,  to  send  to  England,  as  required,  and  an-  i&^s, 
other  to  present  the  case  of  the  western  boundaiy  to  Lord 
Bellemont/ 

The  next  regular  session  was  held  at  Providence.  26. 
Want  of  unit<>nuity  in  the  Rjze  of  casks  luul  barrels,  in 
which  provi&iuiis  were  packed,  led  to  the  adoption  of  a 
standard  gauge  for  the  yarious  sizes,  and  the  appointment 
of  gangers  in  each  town,  with  penalties  £)r  any  violation 
of  such  standard. 

Further  letters  were  sent  hj  the  Board  of  Trade  to 
the  colonics,  at  this  time,  on  the  subject  of  piracy.    The  S6. 
one  to  this  colony,  following  the  suorgestion  of  Mr.  Bren-  * 
ton,  r(  quired  copies  of  all  privateering  papLTH  (u  be  sent 
home,  with  an  account  of  the  trials  of  Munday  and  Cut- 
ler, who  had  been  arrested  for  exceeding  the  powers  grant- 
ed in  their  commissionB.   The  letters  to  the  other  colonies 
were  equally  specific  on  the  same  subject,'  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  instructions  to  the  custom  house  officers  how  to  ^qJ' 
conduct  their  business  ;  and  soon  after  by  an  order  from 
the  British  Cabinet  to  the  governors  of  all  the  culouies,  to  28. 
apprehend  the  notorious  Capt  Kidd,  should  he  appear  iu 
their  waters.' 

*  A  letter  teom  the  R.  I.  eoannianoaera  to  Aom  of  Conn.,  d«tod  KingMown, 

Dec.  Sy  10!)s,  pr  >]>  -ing  a  rcfereaoo  of  the  cll  pute  to  tbo  Eazlof  BoUomont,  M 
their  ncgotiatioiu  iwd  proved  fhiitloss,  14  in  TnimbaU  p«p«r«,  ToL  xacii.  Ko. 
152. 

'-'  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  Proprietioa,  vol.  xxv.  p.  253.    Antiq.  of  Coqq.,  266.    R.  I. 
Col  Kec,  iii.  iUl. 

*  Aotiq.  of  CoitD.  26&-71.  Kidd  WM  of  EngtUh  biith,  tad  «  ImM  privitesr 
dortog  the  war  with  Fniiice.  The  govenkor  of  Barbadoes  induced  William  m. 
to  give  Kidd  a  commissioii  to  act  against  the  pirate*  who  than  infested  ererjr 

sea.  lie  received  the  tltie  of  Admiral,  Deo.  11,  1605,  nnd  soon  sdtcr  saJlod 
with  80  men  in  u  govortuncnt  ship  of  30  gims,  to  New  York,  v.  hero  Iw  ilouliled 
liis  cro\r,  aiv\  wrnt  ti  }*"<i  Sen.  Thcru  he  rommcncr'r?  lih  \i>''^  of  nirnry, 
un<l  hucuuie  the  terror  of  his  coxiitrjnu'n-  A  fl<i<jt  wjL-i  s<;::f  to  tit"  l,;i-t  ludiod 
to  tako  him,  hut  ho  CJicuped,  uiiii  cuuiu  to  tho  Aiuericau  coa.ft.  At  leagih, 
grown  racUeM  by  tucoeu,  he  appeared  In  Rhode  laUnd,  and  wai  aooa  after 
arreeted  in  Boston,  sent  to  Eoglaad,  and  there  gibbeted  in  1700. 
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CHAP.       A  formidable  representation  was  made  to  the  King  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  concerning  the  many  irregularities  in 
169  8.  Bhode  Island,  as  to  their  refusal  to  t^ke  the  oaths,  their 
21^'  encouragement  of  illegal  traffic,  their  assuming  admirBltj 
jurisdiction  to  themselTes^  and  resisting  it  from  the  crown, 
with  other  flagrant  acts  of  disloyalty,  and  recommending 
that  a  commission  of  inquiry  he  sent  to  Lord  Bellemont 
to  examine  into  these  matters,  with  a  view  to  the  is^^uin? 
Jan.'  3*        loarranto  agtiinst  the  charter.'    The  inquiry  was 
ordered  at  once — tiie  instructions  to  Lord  Bellemont  were 
prepared,  not  only  for  this,  hut  for  all  the  colonies,  and  a 
3.    copy  thereof  forwanied  to  each.   But  Bhode  Island  was 
the  special  ohject  aimed  at   The  Board  made  inquiries 
of  Mr.  Brent  on,  then  in  London,  about  the  extraordinuy 
militia  power  of  tlie  colony,  and  were  iiiformed  tkiu  it  was 
^    conft'i  red  by  the  charter  ;  but  that  recently  the  Assembly 
had  given  to  the  military  the  i)ower  of  selecting  their  own 
officers.    His  former  communication  upon  the  subject  of 
March  privateering  papers,  with  the  queries  to  be  put  to  the 
^    government  of  Bhode  Island,  were  embodied  in  the  in- 
structions.  They  passed  the  council,  and  were  presented 
on  the  same  day  for  the  royal  signature.* 
Feb.         ^^^^  dillerences  1)et\veen  Connecticut  and  Bhode  Isl- 
14.    and,  and  various  diliicultics  arising  from  that  cause,  were 
the  subject  of  much  legislation  at  a  special  session  of  the 
Assembly.    The  former  colony  had  spread  a  report  that 
the  people  of  Narraganset  were  not  to  be  taxed  while  the 
dispute  upon  jurisdiction  was  pending.  This  was  seised  up- 
on by  the  disaffected  as  an  occasion  of  disturbance,  by  refus- 
ing to  pay  the  late  levy.    Other  parties,  without  leave, 
had  intruded  in  that  country.    These  ^\  i  re  required  to 
depart,  or  to  arrange  witli  the  lawful  owners  without  de- 
lay.   The  commission  to  treat  with  Connecticut  was  con- 

» Br.  8.  P.  0.,  Proprieties,  vol.  xxr.,  p.  27,-1.    R.  I.  Col.  Roc,  iii.  351-3. 
'  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  rroprieties,  vol.  ii.  pp.  GOU,  7G7,  aud  vol.  xxv,  pp.  305,  Sal 
R.  L  Col  Rec.,  uL  86^7. 
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tinnedi  and  the  legal  rightB  of  all  peraonfl,  whether  clam-  chap. 
ing  ownership  by  Connecticut  titles,  or  otherwise,  were 
secured.    A  law  against  peddling  was  adopted,  with  a 

co})ions  preamble,  recitinir  tlie  iujuries  to  re^jular  trade  re- 
sultmij;  therefrom.  Warwick  "was  again  forbidden  to  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  north  of  Pawtuxet  river,  as  had  been  of 
late  attempted  in  the  collection  of  taxes.  The  reg:istra- 
tion  act  was  reaffirmed,  and  maniages  were  l^lhsed 
which  had  been  performed  in  disregaxdof  the  previous 
registry  act.  The  magistrate's  &e  for  peiforming  the  cer* 
emony  was  fixed  at  three  shillings,  with  sixpence  to  the 
town  clerk  for  recording  the  same. 

-  The  colony  were  informed  by  Jahleel  Brenton  of  the  ^^gg 
movements  of  Connecticut  in  regard  to  the  boundary 
question.  She  no^f  claimed  a  great  part  of  Warwick  and 
<^  Providence  as  well  as  all  of  Kings  Province.  At  the 
May  session  Mr.  Brenton  was  appointed  sole  agent  to  Lon-  May. 
don,  in  behalf  of  Rhode  Island,  and  funds  were  remitted 
to  hira  for  this  purpo^^e.  The  tliree  Narraganset  towns, 
Kiugj^tuwn,  Westerly,  and  Greenwich,  were  not  yet  agreed 
as  to  their  respective  boundaries.  A  committee  was  fully 
empowered  to  adjust  all  difierences  between  them.  They 
at  once  entered  upon  their  duties,  and  within  a  month 
were  prepared  to  report  to  the  Assemhly  definite  limits 
for  each  of  the  towns,  which  were  accepted  with  but  little 
variation."  Gov.  Cranston  wrote  a  long  letter  to  the  27. 
Board  of  Trade  deprecating  the  many  false  reports  a^inst 
the  colony,  circulated  chiefly  by  Randolph,  and  aunouno- 
ing  the  appointment  of  Brenton  as  the  agent. 

At  this  time  Lord  Bellemont,  who  for  the  first  year  of 
his.  residence  in  America  remained  in  New  York,  removed 
to  Boston.  He  was  afflicted  with  the  gout,  a  drctunstance 
which,  if  we  may  credit  his  own  words,  interfered  not  a 
little  with  the  discharLre  of  the  pre^^sing  duties  of  his  gov- 
ernment, and  seems  to  have  affected  his  temper  likewise, 
*  Fottor'i  NungMiaet  B.  L  H.  C,  iii.  ICS. 
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CHAP,  to  the  serious  detriment  of  Bhode  IsUnd  intetests.  His 
present  purpose  was  to  break  up  the  piiacy  that  had 

grown  out  of  privateering,  a  work  in  which  he  found  great 
difficulty,  iiiiiny  of  the  leading  families,  ej3i)e€ialj)  Leis- 
ler's  party,  in  Kew  York,  as  well  as  a  large  part  of  New 
England  being  concerned  in  it.  By  stratagem  lie  suc- 
1.  oeeded  in  enticing  the  notorious  Oapt.  William  Kidd  to 
come  to  Boston  where  he  had  him  seised  and  thrown  into 
prison.  He  had  many  Mends  in  Bhode  Island  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  influential  persons  came  even  from  Al- 
bany and  New  York,  upon  Kidd's  jiffairs,  all  of  whom 
Billeinont  so  far  blinded  as  to  induce  Kidd  through 
their  influence  to  come  to  Boston,  Bradish,  and  other 
well-known  pirates  confined  in  the  gaol,  had  recently 
been  permitted  to  escape.  The  oonniwice  was  TOfj 
general  in  the  plans  of  these  lawless  freehooters^  which 
much  resembled  the  schemes  of  a  later  fiUibusterism. 
Bellemont's  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  sets  forth  the 
Becrct  history  of  these  transaetious,  and  presents  a  la- 
ineutable  picture  uf  the  state  of  society  in  America  at 
this  period.  With  the  many  letters  that  he  sent  home 
this  year,  chiefly  upon  this  subject,  were  inclosed  a  great 
mass  of  documents,  nearly  a  hundred  in  number,  accu- 
mulated for  the  most  part  as  evidence  in  support  of  the 
charges  against  Bhode  Island.  We  shall  refer  only  to 
some  of  the  most  important,  or  interesting  of  these,  ex- 
tending throughout  the  year.  Among  thciu  is  an  order 
from  iSarah,  wife  of  Capt.  William  Kidd,  who  was  im- 
prisoned with  him,  upon  Oapt  Paine  who  lived  on  Con- 
anicut,  to  pay  the  bearer  twenty-feur  ounces  of  gold,  fi>r 
^  the  support  of  herself  and  husband  in  gaoL  In  a  later 
letter,  Bellemont  describes  minutely  the  whole  affidr  of 
Kidd's  arrest  and  examination. 

To  further  his  designs  upon  Khodo  Island,  and  to  aid  iu 
securing  other  pirates  known  to  resort  there,  Lord  Belle- 
mont commissioned  the  members  of  the  Admiralty  (Jourt, 


8. 
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Brinley,  Sandfoid  and  Ooddington^  to  collect  evidence  and  chap. 
to  use  their  eflforts  in  capturing  Gillanii  Palmer,  and  other 
confederates  of  Ridd.    They  accepted  the  trost,  hut  de-  1^99, 

|)lorcd  tlie  tlifliculties  attendiug  it  by  reason  of  the  sym-  ^Sf* 
pathy  everywhere  felt  for  the  freebooters.  The  feeling 
of  the  home  goveminent  may  be  gathered  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  Board  of  Tiade  in  reply  to  Gov.  Cranston's  l^* 
letter  of  May.  Its  language  was  veiy  severe,  hlaming  the 
oolcmy  for  sending  only  an  abstract  of  the  laws  instead  of 
a  copy  of  them  as  required,  and  that  too  an  incorrect  and 
imperfect  one,  and  sharply  rebuking  them  for  the  en- 
coura^emeut  given  to  piracy  by  tlie  eomniissions  granted 
in  1G1)4  liy  the  deputy  ijoveriior,  wlioj^c  ignorance,  if  that 
were  tbc  real  and  not  simply  tlie  ostensible  cause,  as  the 
Board  intimate,  of  his  conduct,  should  have  excluded  him 
from  public  office.^  The  correspondence  between  the 
commissioners  and  Lord  Bellemont  is  full  of  the  names  of 
the  accomplices  of  Kidd,  who  at  various  times  resorted 
to  this  bay,  and  of  those  who  harltoied  them,  many  of 
whom  were  arretted.  The  urgency  of  tliese  affairs  led  the  • 
governor  t')  call  a  s])ecial  session  of  the  Assembly  at  NeW-  21. 
port,  of  which  the  only  record  that  remains  is  the  speech 
made  by  Gov.  Cranston  at  the  opening,  assigning  his 
reasons  for  convening  it,  which  is  filed  with  the  Belle- 
mont papers  in  the  British  archives.  The  reasons  were, 
the  expected  Tudt  of  Lord  Bellemont  to  Rhode  Island  to 
inquire  into  the  irregularities  of  the  government  and  to 
settle  the  dispute  with  Conncctieut,  and  the  necessity  of 
raising  money  to  defray  the  expenses  of  tliis  visit  and  of 
another  agent  to  jom  Mr.  Brenton  in  England,  to  defend 
the  colony  from  the  attacks  of  its  enemies.*  Just  hefoie  g^^^ 
going  to  Bhode  Island,  Lord  Bellemont  wroto  to  the  Board  i 
upon  the  difficulty  of  enforcmg  the  acts  of  trade  in  New 
York,  "  where  the  people  have  sucii  an  ai)pctite  lor  piracy 

'  The  colony  took  the  hint  at  the  next  election,  M  w«  ahall  praontlj  im. 
*  Br.  S.  P.      PioprietiM^  toL  W,  p.  M. 
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.^.^  as  the  govemuieiit  puts  the  law  iu  execution  against 
16  9  9.  them,"  and  he  is  ei^ually  severe  upon  the  lawyers  of  that 

Sept  -n 

Province. 

Bellemont  has  left  a  diaiy  of  his  Tint  at  Bhode  laland 
and  his  proceedings  tbeie.  The  journey  to  Newport  oc- 
cupied  two  days.    At  Bristol  ferry  tlie  goyemor  and 

council,  with  a  troop  of  horse,  received  and  esc*»ried  him 
gQi^  to  Newport,  where  a  meeting  of  the  council  was  immedi- 
ately held  and  the  royal  commission  was  read.  The  next 
^*  day  his  special  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  mal-ad- 
miniatiation  of  Bhode  Ishind  affiuis  were  read  to  the 
council,  and  ex-goveniois  Clarke  and  Easton,  Got.  Ciaaa- 
ton  and  Deputy  Gov.  Greene  and  Pel  eg  Sandfoid,  were 
examined  upon  the  several  points  charged  in  the  in^truc- 
SS^  tioiis.  The  troublesome  subject  of  oaths  was  then  mi- 
nutely inquired  into.  The  !sciu]»les  of  many  in  Rhode 
Island  upon  this  subject  could  never  be  comprehended  by 
the  British  officers.  A  somewhat  similar  idea  of  legality 
pertained  to  the  exact  form  of  an  oath,  as  was  attached 
to  the  possession  of  a  seal  in  those  days.  It  was  an  em- 
blem  of  loyalty  as  the  latter  was  of  sovereignty,  and  the 
letter  of  the  law  on  this  point  was  more  insisted  upop 
than  its  spirit.  The  omission  oi'  it  was  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  complaint  against  Rhode  Island.  This,  and 
the  volunteer  militia  system,  were  two  grand  stuml>li un- 
blocks to  an  English  comprehension  of  Bhode  Island 
peculiarities. 

23.        While  they  were  nnder  consideration  Gov.  Wintfarop, 

with  the  Connecticut  commissioners  upon  the  Narragan- 
set  dispute,  arrived.  The  eontiicting  clauses  in  the  two 
charters  were  lead,  and  also  the  agreement  between  the 
two  agents,  Dr.  Clarke  and  John  Winthrop,  thereupon. 
^  The  case  was  then  argued  by  the  commissioners  on  each 
side,  and  they  were  advised  to  come  to  a  mutual  agreement 
This  was  attempted  in  vain.   Bellemont  then  ordered 
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ihem  to  prepare  &  statement  of  their  claimB.   ThiB  was  chap. 
done  and  presented  the  next  day,  affidavits  were  taken  ^^Ji^ 
upon  the  case,  and  tlie  two  colonies  were  warned  to  send  1699. 
their  njrents  to  England  to  lay  the  matter  before  the 
KiiiL^    Further  examinations  in  regard  to  piracy  were 
had.  Caleb  and  Josias  Arnold  were  added  to  the  members 
of  the  admiralty  court  as  commissioners  to  collect  evi- 
dence upon  the  charges^  and  the  governor  and  conncil 
were  reqnested  to  aid  them  in  the  work. 

The  eariiest  movement  in  favor  of  an  Episcopal 
church  in  Rliode  Island  now  ai^sniued  an  organized  fonn. 
A  iiiinil  er  of  the  peo]>le  who  preleii-ed  that  service,  had 
commenced  in  the  early  part  of  this  year  to  hold  public 
worship,  and  now  petitioned  the  £arl  of  Bcllemont  to  in- 
tercede with  the  home  government  that  aid  might  be  ex-  - 
tended  to  them  in  snpportof  a  settled  minister.  The 
paper  was  signed  hj  sixteen  persons,  headed  hy  two  of  the 
old  Huguenot  names,  whose  establishment  in  Narraganset 
had  been  ab  andoned  amid  the  di.stractions  occasioned  by 
the  contest  for  jurisdietion.  Of  the  whulo  niunher  of 
forty-five  lamilies  who  htid  settled  at  Frenchtown,  all  but 
two  had  left  lor  New  York,  and  those  two  had  removed 
to  Boston.  But  two  individuals  remained  in  the  colony. 
ThebO  settled  at  Newport  and  appear  as  the  first  signers 
of  the  petition.  Although  the  Huguenots  differed  essen- 
tially from  the  church  of  England  upon  many  points,  be- 
ing themselves  the  direct  offshoots  oi'  the  Geneva  sehoui 
of  theology,  their  simple  but  l)eautit"ul  ritual  ap])roaehed 
nearer  to  that  of  the  English  church  than  it  did  to  the 
yet  simpler  forms  of  the  Baptist,  or  to  the  strictly  spirit- 
ual communion  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Hence  they 
sympathized  with  the  new  movement,  and  appear  as  its 
leaders.* 

Meeting-houses  were  this  year  built  by  the  Friends  at 
Portsmouth  aud  Newport,  tlie  latter  in  place  of  an  old 

See  Ajiptndax  (k  Ar  tUt  iatereetf dccnment 
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CHAP,  one^  flhoTtly  afterwaids  taken  down,  which  had  been  etect- 

.3!^  ed  in  the  early  yean  of  the  colonj. 

^Aa^^'      Bellemont  haying  finished  his  hnsiness,  placed  the 

governors  of  Rhode  Island  ainl  Ooiiuucticut  uudcr  bonds 
of  three  tliouBaad  pouudn  each  to  enforce  the  mis  a^inst 

27.  pirates,  and  left  Newport,  escorted  as  before  to  the  ferry. 
He  reached  Seekonk  that  night,  and  arrived  at  Boston  the 

Oct.   next  afteinoon.   He  then  wrote  to  GK>y.  Cranston,  thank* 

^*  ing  him  for  the  hospitalities  he  had  received  at  Newport, 
and  directing  the  arrest  of  Bredish,  a  pirate  who  had  es- 
caped to  Rhode  Island.  An  accurate  copy  of  the  laws  and 
of  the  acts  of  council  of  the  colony  wiis  required,  a  task  not 
easy  to  iterfonn  in  the  disordered  btate  of  the  records.  But 

^'     Gov.  Cranston,  in  Iiis  reply,  promised  it  should  be  done. 

One  more  effort  was  made  in  the  Connecticut  As- 
sembly, by  appointing  a  new  committee,  to  settle  the 
question  with  Bhode  Island,  without  sending  an  agent 
to  England  ;  but  foreseeing  the  Aitility  of  further  effort 
in  tliat  way,  Gov.  Winthrop  sent  a  commission  to  Sir 
Henry  Ashnrst  as  agent  of  the  colony,  and  advised  the 
Board  of  Trade  uf  his  appointment.    Bellemont  wrote  to 

16.  Gov.  Cmnston  not  to  distrain  for  taxes  in  Narraganset 
until  the  dispute  was  settled,  and  also  reproved  his  tardi-- 
ness  in  not  having  yet  sent  the  laws  and  acts  of  council  as 

2j  required.  Brinley  wrote  that  no  council  records  could  he 
found,  hut  that  the  laws  would  he  sent  after  the  As- 
sembly, about  to  meet,  had  put  them  in  proper  shape. 

23  Gov.  Cranston  rrjillod  to  Bellcninnt,  tluit  they  could  not 
comjily  witli  the  on.k'r  to  send  an  agv  iit  to  England  unless 
they  raised  a  tax,  and  this  they  could  not  do  it'  they  were 
forbidden  to  levy  upon  the  portion  of  tlio  colony  claimed 
by  Connecticut,  being  nearly  all  the  mainland.   Here  was 

2^  a  difficulty  which  the  General  Assembly,  convened  at 
Warwick,  had  to  meet.  It  was  met,  as  such  hindrances 
often  were,  by  ignoring  it.  A  tax  of  six  hundred  pounds 
had  before  been  assessed,  and  copies  of  the  law,  under  seal, 
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had  already  been  sent  to  the  several  towns.    This  was  cttap. 
considered  enongh,  and  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  injanc- 
lion,  or  command  of  Bellemont.   His  other  orders  were  1699. 
better  respected.   A  committee  to  transcribe  the  laws 

was  appointed,  to  report  at  the  adjourned  session.  In 
comjdimcut  to  tLe  action  of  the  Connecticut  Assemldy,  a 
committee  of  confureiice  upon  the  matters  in  dispute  was 
appointed  to  meet  in  two  weeks  at  Wickford.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  appoint  an  agent  to  go  to  England, 
bat  none  would  accept  it,  and  the  subject  was  laid  over  to 
the  adjournment.  Depositions  in  regard  to.  Gillom  and 
other  pirates  were  taken  at  this  time,  and  forwarded  to 
Knprland  by  Lord  Bellemont,  with  a  leitcr  denouncing  the 
^;uvemment  of  llliode  It^land,  as  "the  most  irregular  and 
illegal  iu  their  admiuiBtration  that  ever  any  English  gov- 
ernment was."  His  criticisms  were  amply  sustained  by 
the  complaints  constantly  sent  to  him  hj  the  admiralty 
commissioners  at  Newport.  Sandford  says  that  any  com-  3. 
mission  direct  from  his  Majesty  is  considered  as  an  in- 
fringement of  the  charter  privileges,  and  those  who  take 
them  are  looked  upon  as  enemies  to  the  State. 

The  Joint  C(mimi*««inn  of  the  two  coLaiies  met  at  Wick- 
ford. Their  0  rrespondence  was  brief,  and,  as  was  an tici-  ^' 
patcd  on  each  side,  inconclusive.  An  appeal  to  the  King 
was  now  the  last  resort.  Bellemont  wrote  to  the  Board  of  ig. 
Trade  a  full  statement  of  the  case,  and  enclosed  all  the 
documents  relatmg  thereto.  The  adjourned  session  of  the 
Assembly  was  held  at  Newport,  and  vainly  attempted  to 
select  an  agent.  8ix  nominees  declined.  Tlie  matter 
was  relerrcd  to  a  committee  to  find  an  nj^n-nt  who  wuuld 
go,  and  to  order  ail  things  requisite  to  that  object.  The 
committee  to  revise  and  transcribe  the  laws,  made  a  full 
report,  which  was  received,  and  all  laws  not  included  in 
their  transcript  were  repealed. 

At  length  Lord  Bellemont,  having  collected  a  great 
mass  of  evidence  to  support  the  charges  against  Bhode 
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Dec. 


22, 


CHAi'.  Island,  made  liis  report  to  the  Privy  Council.    It  was  a 
JL]}^  formidable  paper,  presenting  under  twenty-five  distinct 
1 G99.  heads,  an  anay  of  testimoiiy  against  Bhode  Islandi  which 
27^*  we  can  only  wonder  at  this  day  that  the  firiendless  colony 
'  was  enabled  to  resist   That  she  was  not  utterly  crushed 
beneath  the  cumulative  evidence  of  every  kind  of  irregu- 
larity that  was  hurled  upon  her  by  the  indefatigable  zeal 
and  the  consuniumto  al>ilitv  of  Bellomout,  can  scarcely  be 
accounted  for  by  any  human  agency.    It  is  the  greatest 
marvel  in  the  history  of  Bhode  Island  in  the  seventeenth 
centuiy.  Bhe  iiad  had  many  narrow  escapes,  but  this  was 
tbe  most  wouderfiil  of  them  alL>   Immediately  fbUowiDg 
this  report  he  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the 
subject  of  piracy,  wherein  he  denounced  Gov.  Cranston 
for  '^conniving  at  pirates,  and  making  Bhode  Island  their 
sanctuary." 

Some  people  of  Westerly,  acting  upon  the  prohibition 
issued  by  Bellemont,  refused  at  town  meeting  to  elect  as- 
sessors of  the  tax  laid  by  the  Assembly  for  sending  an  agent 
to  England.  Upon  this  Gov.  Cranston  issued  a  warrant 
for  the  arrest  of  several  persons  who  had  signed  a  protest 
against  the  J^aid  election,  and  appointed  a  special  eon- 
2.  stable  with  a  suiiicient  force  to  serve  the  warrant.  The 
firmness  of  Cranston  at  this  crisis,  did  more  than  any 
other  one  cause  to  save  the  colony  from  extinction. 

A  fiur  copy  of  tbe  laws  and  acts  of  the  colony  was  at 
last  sent  to  Bellemont,  with  a  letter  explaining  the  causes 
of  delay,  and  deprecating  the  conduct  of  the  commission- 
ers appointed  by  his  Lordship,  as  being  adverse  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  eulony.  Capt.  Joseph  Shetiield,  one  of  the 
asmstants.  carried  tlie  pajters;  and  that  he  mic^lit  serve  as 
a  special  envoy  to  soothe  the  anger  of  the  Earl,  his  cre- 
dentials were  stated  in  the  letter,  requesting  Bellemont  to 
discourse  with  the  bearer"  upon  the  state  of  the  colony. 

*  Tlie  Origiuol  Report  and  Jouroal  of  Lord  Beliernont  are  in  Br.  S.  P.  O., 
Plrapfietief,  voL  ir.  pp.  S66, 678.   See  B.  L  Ool.  Reo.,  iiL  8Sff-a& 
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26. 


31. 


1  t>  9  0  - 
1  700. 


The  commisBioaets  followed  the  next  day,  with  a  letter  chap. 

XII 

declaring  that  the  copy  of  the  laws  sent  was  neither  com-  wv-^ 

plctc  nor  correct,  and  coudemning  tho  arrests  made  at 
Westerly,  tho  parties  taken  having  been  carried  to  New- 
port jail.  This  act  roused  the  anger  of  Connecticut. 
The  governor  and  council  of  that  colony  empowered  Capt.  as. 
Mason  to  seize  any  Bhode  Island  officer  who  should  at- 
tempt to  distrain  for  taxes  in  Westerly.  Brmley  also 
wrote  to  Lord  Bellemont  in  regard  to  the  sedition  act^ 
which  the  last  Assembly  had  revived,  and  nnder  which  the 
Westerly  prisoners  were  to  be  tried  ;  and  a  few  days  hiter 
he  again  wrote  in  the  «?ame  strain,  denouncini;  tlie  wliole 
code,  and  the  manner  of  its  adoption  by  the  Assembly. 
The  laws  were  sent  over  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  with 
ahnndant  annotations  and  denunciationB  by  Bellemont, 
together  with  the  letters  of  Biinley  upon  the  state  of  the 
government/ 

The  threatening  aspect  of  affairs  eansed  frequent  ses- 
Bions  of  the  General  Assenibly.  A  permauent  agent  in 
England  was  indispenf^ahle  to  the  salvation  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  Brenton  had  acted  in  her  behalf  upon  the  Connecti- 
cut dispute,  and  had  since  been  empowered  to  defend  her 
charter;  but  he  was  the  collector  of  Newport,  and  liable 
to  bo  sent  home  to  his  post,  a  purpose  that  Bellemont 
was  seeking  to  accomplish.  A  man  was  at  last  found 
both  able  ami  Nvilling  to  take  the  res])onsil)le  position. 
Cnpt.  Josepli  feheaieli],  \vlio  liad  lately  served  as  envoy  to  ^oh. 
Bellemont,  was  selected  as  the  agent  to  defend  tho  char-  16. 

'  The  original  uuUioritics  for  the  nvents  of  the  year  above  rclatedt 
.ire  so  numerous  and  varied  in  the  British  State  Paper  offi^o,  thfit  the  writer 
dccuicd  it  best  to  insert  them  all  in  a  single  note  at  the  cuJ.  1  ur  tlic  local 
rrader  th««e  reference*  can  hate  no  intetest,  but  to  tite  hutoriu  who  m»j 
wiah  to  Terifjr  facts  or  dates  herdn  stated,  by  examining  tbe  arcfaivei  in  Lon* 
don,  they  wtU  be  found  of  great  inpcwtance  in  tite  saving  of  time  and  tronbla. 
The  J  are  in  the  bandies  marked  as  follows :  New  Eoglaad»  roh.  ix.  and  x. 
Tropricties,  vo!.^.  lit.  iT. T.  and  zzvL  Amerioa  and  West  Indies^  voL  879,  and 
New  YorJ^  tqL  u. 
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CHAP,  tered  riffhts  of  Bhod«  Island,  at  the  Court  of  Saani 
James.    If  he  should  find,  on  leaching  London,  that 
1700.  Brenton  had  already  acted  upon  his  late  commission  in 

defence  of  tlie  charter,  the  two  were  to  be  united  in  the 
agency  ;  otlierwise,  SlieOield  was  to  be  the  sole  agent, 
with  an  annual  salary  of  eighty  pounds,  besides  his  neces- 
saiy  expenses.  The  Assembly  adjourned  to  New  Year's 
dajy  when  the  only  buoness  done  ms  to  establishi  npona 
25^  permanent  basis,  a  horse-feriy  between  the  mainland  and 
Gonanicut. 

The  Court  of  Trials,  held  the  next  day,  condncted 
with  a  high  hand  against  rembcrton  and  the  other  Wes- 
terly prisoners,  under  the  sedition  act.  The  grand  jury 
ignored  the  bills.  The  Court  refused  to  receive  the  re- 
turn, and  adding  three  more  to  the  jury,  sent  them  out  a 
second  time.  Again  they  &iled  to  find  indictments.  The 
Court  then  added  six  more  persons  to  the  juiy,  and  a^in 
sent  them  out  to  deliberate,  with  pcsitiye  orders  to  find 
true  bills.  After  several  hours'  consultation,  twelve  of  the 
fwrnty-one  made  a  return  in  accordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions ul  the  Court.  This  was  an  exercise  of  power  more 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  colony  than  any  they 
were  likely  to  suffer,  even  from  the  will  of  Bellemont;  and 
it  was  followed  up  a  Teidict  of  guilty,  obtained  by  a 
similar  violence  on  the  part  of  the  Comrt  towards  the 
petty  jury,  who,  at  first,  were  for  acquitting  the  prisonerB.* 
There  was  need  of  haste  in  tlie  matter  of  {Shcflield's 
comiin's^^ion,  for  the  Board  of  Trade,  upon  receipt  of  Lord 
S,  Bellemont  s  report,  sent  an  abstract  of  it  to  his  Majesty, 
and  recommended  its  reference  to  the  law  officers  of  the 
crown,  to  consider  what  method  may  be  most  proper  for 
bringing  the  colony  under  a  better  form  of  goTemment," 
and  that  they  proceed  forthwith.* 

The  memorial  of  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  at 

'  r.r.  S.  p.  0.,  Proprictlo^  vol.  v.  pp.  417-421. 

Br.  S.  P.  O,,  Proprietie«,  tqL  zsvi  p.  Xd4. 
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Newport,  who  was  one  of  the  nfaie  diflBenters  from  the  act  chap. 
of  the  majority,  in  liiiiliiig  a  bill  agadnst  the  Westerly  ^^JIl 
prisoners,  was  })rc8euted  to  Bcllemont.  He  wrote  a  sharp  1700. 
letter  to  Gov.  Cranston,  pronouncing  the  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  Pemberton,  to  be  the  "  most  arbitrary  and  ir- 
regiilar  he  had  ever  heard  of^  next  to  taking  away  a  man's 
life  against  law ; "  and  also  rebuking  them  for  sending  an 
armed  force  to  levy  taxes  in  Narraganset.  This  latter 
procedure  was  retaliated  by  Connecticut.  Mallett,  the 
sheriff  of  Rhode  Island,  was  seized,  with  several  of  his 
pof^se,  by  a  Connecticut  force,  and  takou  to  Now  London 
jail,  where  the  others  were  released  on  bail,  but  the  sheriti' 
ms  detained  §ai  trial. '  Biots  attended  upon  these  attempts 
to  collect  taxes,  and  the  whole  of  Kings  Province  was  in 
a  state  of  disorganization.  A  Court  of  Inquiry  was  held 
at  Kingst  own,  at  which  a  large  number  of  persons  were 
fined  for  resisticfj^  the  olHcers. 

At  the  general  tleetlon,  John  Greene,  who  for  ton  sue-  May 
cessive  years  had  been  elected  deputy  governor,  was  ^' 
dropped,  and  ex-Gov.  Walter  Clarke  was  chosen  in  his 
place.  The  ferry  fiom  Newport  to  Jamestown  was  settled 
upon  similar  terms  with  that  to  the  mainland.  News 
having  arrived  that  Brenton  had  accepted  and  acted  upon 
his  commission  as  general  agent  for  the  colony,  the  ap- 
poiiitment  of  Slu  lHold  was  rovoked.  The  recent  riots  in  4. 
Kin;^stown  occupied  tlie  Assonihly.  Many  perBons  ap- 
peared and  confessed  their  iault.  Some  had  their  fines 
remitted,  and  others  were  hound  over  for  trial  at  the  Sep* 
tembcr  term.  The  seizure  of  the  high  sheriff  by  the  Con- 
necticut government  did  not  impede  the  collection  of  the 
tax.  Another  sheriff  was  appointed,  and  also  special  con- 
stiil»]es,  with  sufficient  force  to  odrnpletc  the  gathering  of 
the  six  hiiiidrcd  pound  tax  forthwith.  A  new  form  of 
engagement  for  the  deputies  was  adopted,  binding  them 
to  allegiance  to  the  King,  and  fealty  to  the  chartered  au- 

*  Br.  S.  F.  O.,  PropiietiiMi,  vol  t.  p.  688L 
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CHAP,  thoiities  of  the  colony.   A  determined  spirit  prevaded  the 
proceedings  of  this  Assembly,  such  as  had  not  always 
1700.  been  shown  in  critical  times,  but  which  wsa  essential  in 

the  final  struggle  for  existence,  upon  ^vhic]l  the  colony 
18,  hiid  now  fairly  entered.  At  tlie  close  of  the  i^ession.  Gov. 
Cranston,  in  behalf  of  the  Assembly^  addressed  a  i^ctitiou 
to  the  Kii^,  imploring  a  continuance  of  the  charter.* 
He  also  wrote  to  the  Board  of  Trade,*  informing  them 
that  the  late  deputy  governor  had  been  left  out  of  all  of- 
fices of  trust,  at  the  recent  election,  on  accountof  his  ille- 
gally granting  privateer  commissions  :  tliat  a  more  perfect 
copy  of  the  laws  was  to  he  ma^lc  and  sent  under  seal,  and 
that  a  new  Ibrm  uf  engagement  had  just  been  adopted  to 
meet  the  views  of  the  Imrae  government.  It  was  a  diplo- 
matic letter,  well  drafted  to  aid  the  efforts  of  Brenton  in 
averting  another  quo  toarranto, 
Jane.  ^^^^     Bellemont  was  ready  with  a  rejoinder 

22i  sustained  by  documentary  proof.  He  wrote  to  the  Board 
that  he  had  given  up  all  attempt  at  reducing  the  disorders 
in  "Rhode  Island,  and  forwarded  the  petition  of  Pcml)er- 
ton,  with  otlier  papers  relating  to  the  seizure  and  arbi- 
trary trial  of  the  Westerly  prisoners.'  Nor  were  these 
the  only  outrages  committed  in  the  name  of  the  law,  dur- 
ing this  period  of  turmoil  and  excitement.  The  French 
settlement  had  been  broken  up^  but  Dr.  Ayrault  remained 
as  a  praetisiiig  phy^ieian.  Greenwich  had  extended  its 
limits  to  embrace  the  wiiule  of  Frenchtown.  It  was 
clunked  that  Ayrault  had  fenced  in  certain  highways  laid 
out  through  the  settlement.  A  court  of  inquiry,  com- 
posed of  the  officers  of  Greenwich  and  Warwick,  was 
held  there  to  dedde  upon  the  question;  and,  after  delib- 

*  Original  in  Br.  S.  P.  O.  America  iiid  Wetl  Zndiei^  toL  879.   R.  I.  Ool. 
Sea,  ill.  419. 

-  Or'i/m  A  In  P.r.  S.  ?.  0.,  PrMpnetiee,  v«L  V.  p.  317. 

-  Originals  In  Br.  &  P.  0.,New  Tofk  ptpen,  vd.  x.  p.  256,  and  Proprie- 
Um,  vuL  v.  p.  il8 
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erating  a  whole  day,  tlie  jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  guilty  chap. 
against  the  doctor.   That  night  a  mob  attacked  his  hoaee, 
carried  off  himself  and  his  son  Daniel  by  force,  maltreated  ITOO, 
his  aged  wife  who  attempted  to  plead  with  them;  and 

•  having  taken  iLu  two  iikii  to  where  tlie  court  was  held, 
compelled  thcui  to  givti  bunda  to  a[)])ear  at  the  next  Court 
of  Trials.  The  affidavit  of  Dr.  Ayrault,  witli  the  con- 
current testimony  of  John  Fones,  and  others  who  were 
present,  given  soon  afterwards  at  Newport,  and  yet  more 
the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  assailants  in  laying  waste  Aug. 
the  premises^  prove  the  whole  affiur  to  have  been  one  of 
lawless  violence,  for  which  no  excuse  can  be  offered.  It 
was  a  phase  of  border  Jite,  where  Liw  impnses  l)ut  a  feeble 
restraiut  upon  the  eupidity  or  the  passions  uf  men.* 

A  8[H  ei:il  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  held  at  29. 
Newport.  Acts  were  passed  to  lay  a  tax  upon  pedlars ; 
to  require  any  man  who  should  marry  an  executrix,  to  give 
bonds  to  perform  the  will  of  the  testator  so  far  as  the  ea* 
tate  would  permit;  to  provide  for  a  constable's  watch  in 
every  town;  and  "that  where  the  laws  of  this  collony,  or 
custom,  shall  ii  )t  reach  or  comprehend  any  matter,  cause,  30. 
or  causes,  that  i(  shall  be  lat\iull  to  \mt  in  execution  the 
laws  of  Knglaud.'"  This  last  act  forms  a  tit  ting  conclu- 
sion to  the  legislation  of  Ekode  Island  in  the  seventeenth 
century.  It  contains  a  covert  assertion*  of  sovereignty, 
amounting  almost  to  an  act  of  independence.  It  was  an 
extreme  application  of  the  famous  clause  in  the  charter, 
which  conveyed  far  more  than  its  grantors  imagined — that 
the  laws  hliuuld  conform  to  those  f  f  England  as  nearly  as 
possible,  "  coD'^id' ring  the  nature  and  constitution  of  the 
place  and  people  there." 

Sir  Henry  A<5hurst,  agent  of  Connecticut,  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Trade  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  claim 
of  that  colony  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Narraganset.  Bren- 
ton  replied  to  it  with  a  counter  memorial  on  the  part  of  17. 

*  Br.  S.  P.  0.,  Keir  England,  vol.  xiiL 


Digitized  by  Google 


558 


HISTOBT  OF  THS  STATE  OF  KHODB  IfiULMD, 


CHAP.  Khodc  Islaiid.  Both  papers  state  concisely  the  grounds 
^  of  their  respective  claims.  After  some  delay,  Brenton 
agaiB  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  snV 
ject,  and  requested  an  early  decision,  as  his  husiness  re- 
quired him  to  return  to  America.'  Bnt  this  long  dis- 
puted point  was  nut  destined  to  be  so  speedily  arranged. 
Anotlu  r  quarter  of  a  century  wan  to  ela|>.st'  before  the 
rights  of  Rhode  Island  should  receive  their  final  conHima- 
tion  by  the  King  in  council 

An  event  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  people  of 
this  colony  now  occurred.  The  death  of  the  Earl  of 
Bellemont,  at  New  York,  removed  the  most  formidable 
opponent  to  the  charter  of  Rhode  Island,  who  had  ever 
ruled  in  New  England.  Unlike  Sir  Edinuml  Andros, 
Bellemont  could  neither  be  moved  bv  flattery  uur  boftened 
by  courtesy.  lie  acknowledged  in  becoming  terms  the 
civilities  extended  to  him  on  his  viat  to  Newport,  and  in 
the  same  letter  rebuked  the  &ee  spirit  of  a  people  who 
virtually  set  at  defiance  the  laws  that  he  was  appointed 
to  execute.  Had  his  lile  been  spared,  the  ability  with 
which  he  prepared  the  charges  and  cvidciice  ai^ainst  this 
•  colony,  and  llie  i  ik  iLry  tluit  he  displayed  in  ]»ui>;uini^  his 
purposes  to  the  bitter  end,  might  have  given  another  and 
a  fetal  termination  to  a  contest  that  involved  the  colonial 
condition,  and  determined  the  future  ^^rtunes  of  Bhode 
Island. 

>  Origiiula  in  Br.  S.  P.  O.,  Fxopnotiea»  vol.    pp.  675,  497-€tfl. 
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APPENDIX  G, 

FOUNDING  OF  TfilNITY  CHURCH,  NEWPORT. 
(noK  MBcmm  muoK  PApn  omen,  warn  sboijmd,  tou  tx.) 

To  bit  ExcelkiMy  RicliBfd,  Eaito  of  BollemoQt,  Capt.  GeneraO  «nd  Gov*  In 
CSiMfe  in  ud  ovor  iIm  prairfneea  of  tiio  MaaMcHinietU  Bay,  Now  Tock 
and  New  Uampehire  and  ftho  Toirittt jioi  thaoon  dspendl^g  in  Amorioo, 
■ad  Vice  Admiral  of  Mine, 

Hie  humble  Petition  of  tho  Pooplo  of  d»  Cbnrcli 
of  Eoglond  notr  rutdont  in  Rhodo  lalaad, 

SlltWJTTir, 

That  joar  Petitioners  aod  others  inUabitijig  within  thi^f  Island  having 
■giood  and  ooodaded  to  oraot  n  cfanioh  for  flie  Worship  of  God  according  to 
tho  dtsoiplino  of  Iho  Chnrch  of  Englud  and  tbo^  wo  an  disposed  and  readj 
to  |^?o  sdl  tho  oueouH^jWDont  wo  posdhly  oan  to  a  Pions  andloamad  Bfinister 

to  Mttle  and  aM  Io  .imuiiLrst  as,  yet  by  nason  we  arc  not  in  u  ciijiaclty  to  coo> 
tribute  to  mch  an  Hon^'"  Afcntonancc  as  maj  be  requisite  and  expedient ; 

Your  IVtitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  yonr  LonJ.ship  will  be  pleased 
to  t'arr  to  favour  our  undertakings  m  to  intercede  with  his  Maj'r  for  his  frra- 
cious  letters  to  this  Government,  on  our  bchalfe  to  protect  and  encourage  us  uud 
that  aomo  assistanoo  towards  tho  present  neatenanoe  of  a  Minister  among  na 
may  bo  granted  as  your  Ezcelleo^  In  yoor  great  irisdomo  shall  thinly  moat 
moet»  and  that  yonr  EzooUanoy  wiU  also  be  pleased  to  write  in  oar  hebalft 
and  favour  to  the  Lords  of  tho  Council  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  or  to  such 
Ministers  of  state  as  yonr  Ezoelleacy  shall  judge  oonvenient  in  and  about  the 
prcroiwf. 

And  your  Petitioners  m  hi  duty  bound  will  ever  pray 

Gabriel  Ik  t  n.^n  W"*.  Brinlcy 

Piere  Ayrould  Isaac  Martindale 

Thomaa  Fok  Robert  Gardiner 

Gooigo  Cottier  Thos.  Paine 

vol-.  Pease  Tfaoa.  If  allett 

Edwin  Carter  Rob*.  Wrightinglon 

Fra.  Pope  Anthy.  Blount 

Richard  Newland  Thomas  Liiiibridge 

This  petition  wa<^  delivcml  at  "N'cwport,  2^111  R^  pt.  ir.nn^  and  for- 
warded to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  Lord  Ikliemout  on  24lh  ( >e(obtT. 
It  was  received  and  read  on  5th  .January  followinj^.  Tn  his  kttt  r  en- 
closinp:  it  to  the  Board,  BcUemont  says,  I  scud  your  Lordships  tho 
petition  of  ecTcral  persons  in  liliode  Inland  for  a  Churcii  of  Englaiid 
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CHAP  *  yearly  settled  maintenance  for  one.    I  hope  your  Lonl- 

XII.    ships  will  pleiu»o  to  patronize  so  good  a  design,  and  will  obtain  his 

'^j^  Mi^cstj^s  allowance  of  a  oompetent  maintfiiuiioe  for  eodi  a  Hiaister. 
q/  It  will  be  %  meana  I  hope  to  reform  the  liyes  of  the  People  in  tliat 
Island,  and  make  good  ChiiBtians  of  'em  who  at  preeent  are  all  m 
darknesse.^  The  petition  was  sent  bj  the  Board  of  Tkade  to  the 
Bishop  of  London,  who  presented  it  to  the  King,  by  whom  it  wai 
ferred  back  to  the  Board,  April  16,  for  thdr  opinion  npon  what 
propor  to  be  done  in  the  matter.  Other  petitions  for  promotin:;  tlie 
Qospel  among  the  Indians  were  pending  at  the  same  time.  From  these 
movements  ori^nated  the  "Society  for  propap:nting;  tLo  Go^^pel  in 
forci<ni  pacts,"  incorporated  in  17<>2,  by  wljom,  two  v-cars  later,  the; 
Ikv.  .lauied  lloneyman  vrna  Fent  out  as  a  mismouary  to  this  station. 
uj)OM  ]>etition  of  the  wardeui*  of  Trinity  cliurch  to  the  socioty  for  aid. 
Meanwhile,  Rev.  Mr.  Lockyer,  who  had  gnthered  the  church  early  in 
1C99,  new  style,  served  as  its  rector,  and  the  building  was  completed 
some  tune  in  1702. 
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Andro!».  Sir  K..  897,  4^1  4Mj  49?L  4W,  49^  his 
admini.'tration,  HbJillE;  revi«>w.-d.  .tU  -U: 
new  c<'mmls-*i»n,  ft<)S;  fall.  .")!'>- 14.  5'iO. 

Ancdotes  iJii  n^  1     n^  ls2  n^  iilii  n. 

Anu'<  I.  or  AiiZ'  iTTIiomass  97, 

An;{K'Sca,  Ishui  i,  IL 

Annawon.  Indian  chlot,  417 

Annexation  of  Warwick  and  Pawtuxctto  Ma5s., 
li'.l :  of  riymoiith,  b2L 

Antinoniiiin  cotitrovcrsy,  47,  51-69 :  doctrines, 
lfi->K  ()5 :  pirtv.  &4^.V>."?W;  Impolitic  cou me, 
fil ;  trial  «f  lea'drp*,  rtS,  &£;  dl^irmcd,  64^  re- 
view of.  (,'y  9 :  term  how  applied.  lAl  n. 

-  Anti.|iiifates  .Vmoricana',"  referred  to,  2i. 

"  Anf i<|iiitie>»  <»f  Connecticut,''  referred  to.  460. 
ML  ilii  iiL  4>i,       :<:W.  583, 

Apples  tirst  in  KTL  STn^  ISL 
Vol.  I.— :36 


Appleton.  Major,  4fS. 

Ap|»ortlonmt  lit  of  toxea,  205.  271,  272.  27g.  818. 

84«'.,  4£|0,  .!tli 
Apprenticetthip,  Ifil- 

Aqucdncck  Uland,  23.  fi9.  7o.  118;  purcha.*e  of. 
l'^5:  compact,  124:  the  "Settlers  of,  12.%:  two 
povernnunts  at,  135 ;  united,  143 ;  election, 
1411  Arc.  1^3_l  cLiime<l  by  riymoulh. 
228.  4t'>.  11 1.  AH ;  prtxrecdink's  apiinst  <Jor- 
ton.  I'm  I his  return  to,  1>9;  dis^enMons 
at,  iii  iiiij  iK'tition  to  United  Colonies, 
222:  uaurjHMlbv  C<HldlncUin,  '.gis :  «4'nd.H  Dr. 
Clarke  to  Kncland,  '<iJ2;  courts,  how  held. 
2^  Indiana  sent  off,  881  ;  ^larded.  407: 
Bmall{K»x  at.  5l!3. 

Arbitration  aba.Hi»of  trovornment,  176 :  declined 
in  the  Warwick  case,  is^ 

Archery  prescribed  by  law,  209. 

Argyle.  Duke  of,  4'>1. 

Arlinirton,  I..4»rd,  815. 

Anninian  party,  fL 

Arms  an<l  amtnunition  ordered,  418. 

Arnold,  William,  m  l<j'4  I'M,  l'>7.  HI.  174.  176. 
IIL  2dW.  24>,  2^>,  26L  2!5i  '^tllr 

Arnold,  Bene.llct,  l^ii  LLL  litL  196^  12L  2fiL  827, 
.S45,  8S0;  AKst..  25^  214  ;  I'res.,  VlHL  lili 
2-V4;  (Jo v..  ■S2I>x  806.  a'J7,  426,  441;  death, 

Arnold,  IJenedlcl,  dr.,  2M, 

Arntdd,  Stephen,  •J.'>'<. 

Arnold,  Kichanl.  4in»,  fiflS. 

Arnold,  <  aleb,  MiL 

Arnold,  •losia.t,  i24&. 

.\rnold,  Capt.,  of  Tortsmouth,  S2iL 

Arnold.  CaJ»L.  Josei>hi  5'2<). 

Arran,  Ijirl  of,  479,  Ai9,  5:K 

.\rro»ta  an<I  reprisals.  "ilL  >^2.  461. 

Ashurst,  Sir  Henry,       M7,  aaL 

Asplnwall,  William,^  Ui^  bee,  127. 18L  IM 
a. :  Asst,  1^ 

Ass&<»inati«in.  attempt  at.  4fi!L 

Asiw-mbly  of  R.  L   See  General  Assembly. 

A:».se.sMir»  of  taxes,  Ml 

Asaistantn.  title  of,  adopted,  ;  how  to  be  cho- 
hen,  22i;  dutlca  and  powers  of;  2iL  801, 802, 
821,  8i7. 

As.sorlatlon,  Warren  Baptist,  IDS  n,,  125. 
AMociations  of  loyalty.  5f{2,  biy. 
Astronomy,  Indian,  ^i. 
.\thel.st,  trial  of  an  allcfred,  1^  n. 
Atherton,  llnmphrey.  IM),  M.  199. 281.  27>. 879. 
Alherton  companr  and  i»un'ba»e.  27'i.  27.''».  'IX'L 
22L  222..  802,        814.  81.'>,  816,  841.  S<A 

87^-       4  >7,  44i>.  44.%.  447.  468.  466.  474.  4«>i 

62li  5oo^  &07j  Mo, 
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Attleboro'  Gore,  aSlL 
AttornejTi,  386. 
Awardc,  Kiolmrd,  1^ 

AwfLshuaka,  Squaw  Sachem  of  Scoconnct,  895, 
ILL 

Ayraiilt,  Dr.  IMcrro.  498,  666,  652. 
Ayrnult,  Daniel,  luL 


B 

Babcook,  Jamc-s.  Jn4,  JU4,  850. 
Babrock,  .lob,  4ril. 

Buvkn.s,  m»t  i>f  Baptists,  referred  to,  24.  iS. 

m 

Bailey.  liichard,  843,  844,  42L  ML 
itk«'"r  npiwinted,  a  public,  Li2. 
Balstono,  Williain.  C4,  I'M,  127.  12^.  I.'W.  1fi2, 

Sa.   Treus.  L13.    A»st  185,  14^  211^^  'JQl. 

gtW.  274, 
Baiiorofl,  Arelibi^hop,  S. 

Bancron.  Jlon.  (ieo.,  4L   Hist,  of  U.  S.  refcrrod 
to.  l>0,  92  II..  is'i  n.,       871,812,  874.8b4.51\ 
Bnnt&liment  »l>oIisbcd,  £l£ 
Bankru|tt  law,  4X1. 

Uapti>t  Cbnreh,  Kimt,  107.  discuMion  as  to  pri- 
ority, liliQ^  18«u.,  Uiin- 

i!a|>ti.st»  {MTneriiU'd  in  Ma^vs.,  234-5;  most  nu- 
ineroMs  in  IL  I..  41211. 

Barberry  bunhe.*..  4l>?>-«i. 

Barbados-!*,  269,  ;i29,  Kt9.  4«^9.  Iti3. 

Bark.  r.  Jain« •^  295^^844;  Dep.  Go?.,  448. 

Barrlneton,  CiL 

Barrv,  .lohn  l<i.h. 

Bartlett,  lion,  .lobn  R.  825,  52S. 

Iljirton,  liufus.  ilL  JilJS. 

Itath:*,  Indian  sweating, 

Hattlt^  at  MvKtic.  9^^  New  Haven,  ?5_i  Narr. 
and  Moi'i  -..  LliL  IMi  Foeland  ferrj-.  .<J97: 
r«>C!L*«.»  t,  -.iW :  Hadley,  4'H).  418 ;  Groat 
hwauip  llubl,  403  6 :  Warwick,  415;  Xaval, 
.Vjl 

Ba\t.  r,  (.'ant.  Ge«>rgo,  248^249,  2S4,  810. 
Bearon\  WU.  .Vil. 
Beads,  Indian,  SI. 
Beano,  H>,  *it 
Bear*,  li. 

Beaver,  SI,  2<VL22L 

Beddar,  Thoma^  1^ 

lieers,  Capt.,  iUlL 

Bei.'ffar».  none  in  R.  L  ^20- 

Belktiap,  lii^t.  of  New  Iltunp.,  08,  IKL 

Bell  provided.  4?i!),  524. 

Bellemont,  Karl  of,  524,  681,  688.  688,  589,  541- 
L^;  ileath, 

BcnciUrt.  Kov.  David,  Illst  of  Baptbt«,  referred 
to,  lUI- 

Bentleys  Hist,  of  Salein,  referred  to,  2L22,  !^ 
Bermuda  Island!^,  -t^i- 
Bcrnon,  Gabriel,  55iL 
Berton,  P.,  42L 

Bcwett,  HuKl^  229,240,24ii;  tried  fur  treason, 
'24.H. 

Blpotr^-,  14ln^21SlL 

Bill  <.f  IMuhts.  ^::iiL 

Birtb^  the  first  i n  li.  Lj  IM,  IfiL  ifiO. 

Blackbi^<l.^^!iML 

Blackst..ne,  Wiillam,  16. 72. 9S-9  P..  107. 261.  827. 

im :  deatli,  SfiiL 
Blathwayt,  S«  er«  tary,  i±L 
Block,  Adrian.  Ion, 

Block  Inland,  HL  iL  ^S.  ^  «01. 8W?,  304,  806,  807, 

817.  'i£lL  842,  m.  521.  522,  &ak 
Blount,  Anthony,  5Ji!L 


Board  of  Trade,  replies  to  the,  4S8-4>1;  titk 

of  the.  a2a 
Boats  libelled.  If?!,  IMo. 
B»»rden.  Robert.  '.LIZl 
Borden.  John,  894. 

Borden,  or  Burden,  Klchani,  250,282.251 

Bttsxuet,  Intolerance  of.  45. 

Boston,  a.  2L0t»,&!.sS.  ^8i96,»8i  UL  1«» 

KsT.  m  197.        iOI,  gtVl  269,  2Ii  21L  27S, 

8<r9.  4^  4^%  -iS^N  .Vnj^  Ml,  M^L  5i5. 

5*27.  W).  .M.'..  M'.'. 
Boston  Neck.  •Jll,  t-'>S. 
Boundary  of  U.  L  (l.  nncd,  225. 
Botindarv  disputes  Western.  295.  804.  80«<.  810. 

812,  ati,  ;i8,\  8.S7.  !W1.  m--^,  87S-.V.6,  4»=i; 

440^%^.  4(V>-  >,  Ml        ^  &Sli.  6W,  54i-i 

Boundary  disputes.  Eastern,  .30'*,  212.  815.  HQ. 

444.  .^27,  529j  5«L  5^5.    Northern.  .WI. 
Bonntlary  disputes.  rr»jv.  and  I'awtnxct.  429- 

iiii;  Ports,  and  Npt.  4TS- 
Itounty  on  wolves  and  foxes,  154  161.  684. 
Bnidr.»rd,  <iov.,  22, 2i£4. 
Bradford.  Major,  4o.1 
Bradi.-'h.  a  pirate,  546.  52iL 
Bradshaw,  John,  '^.ss. 
Brad.*treet,  Gov.  i*imon,  186.448.611.525. 
Braintree.  §2*55. 

Breda,  Declanition  of.  2ia  n..  819.  479, 
Brenton.  William.  12%  812.  Jt-K  Elder,  IM: 

Dep.  Gov.,  148,  147,  1557100,  "iSiL  g5.«X: 

Pn  s.,  274i  Gov.,  827.  8.'>6. 
Brenton,  Jahlecl,  5SkL  537,5o9,  543,  ^^545. 

547.  .\M-S. 
Brewster,  Elder.  24. 
Brewster,  M.,  2filL 
Briberv,  Hvt  .\  413. 
Brit'^tfs,  J<din.  i;i8.  l.Vt. 

Brinley,  Francis,  467.  483. 802. 608. 617.  5«7.  SBft. 

iVivt- 

Brinley,  William.  559. 

Bristol,  ^  H>%N  47S,  MiL  5.35. 

Britbh  State  PaiK-r  Otllce  Docnments  rtferrH 
to.  N  m  2111.  A>X\  SlMV,  810.  81L  .115. 
819,  82.1.  824.  87;?.  .S75.  877.  87S.  4lo.  41\ 
4^8,  42«,  iiL  m  4ilL  447.  451.  452.  4.Vi. 
4.')6.  4>^  4«i4»  >.  lO',.  ;<,.i.  irrX  4sO,  iSL  4'>^1 
4-S4,  41«8-fi.  ilb.  rx'l  T.  .Vi.i.  •. I • ».  ^TL  M8, 514^ 
6l.\  517.  fj^  .V22.  .V2-S.  .M'j.  5^  555,  ^ 
.^511-t.  547.  552=i 

Broadhe.-id,  J.  IL,  Hist,  of  New  York  rcferreU 
to,  n. 

Brookflold  burnt,  309,  lUk 

Brown,  riia<l,  llW.  LiL 

Brown,  .John,  of  I'iymouth,  159, 16<^  16lj  19L 
Itrown.  John  Carter,  toO  n. 
Browne,  Nicholas,  1^ 
Browne,  John.  482. 

Browne,  the  two  of  Salem  sent  back,  IQ.  12. 

Browncll.  Thoina.*.  2Q4. 

Bulrar.  Richard,       27£;  21i 

Bnlitelev.  Peter,  ±iii  4^^  Alid. 

Bull.  HenrA,  LiL  127,  125,  121,  1^  14^  2S4: 

(Jo v.,  4yt.  ili. 
Bull,  ("aiiL  Thonia.«.  of  Conn.,  SlM. 
Bull,  "  .Memoirs  of  R.  LI  referred  to,  UL.  18& 

UlL 

Bullocke,  Era5mus,  1^ 
Bunlett,  Rid>ert,  2j7,  inL 
Burtrlsry,  law  of.  liul;  punished.  .S-')!. 
BurialN  lndian,  77j  itumbi*r  ui;  41K> 
Burning:  of  Fort  Mystic,  JLL 
Burnyeal,  t^uaki-r  preacher.  860-3. 
BurrwrHMl,  Thomas,  Hi. 
Byfleld,  Nathaniel,  47^1  50S,  531. 
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OiiffpA  for  crimiiwls,  ordcrcil,  SfiT,  267.  ilSL 
C»llfnd«T,  Ucv.  Juhn.  centiiry  Msnnun  refi-rrod 

to,  125»  lia  445.  47S,  SQL 
Cdvorly.  Ednmn.l,  811,  «17,  m 
Calvin,  John,  2.  67^  UIQ. 
CalTini!«ni  in  Franrf.  42<L 
Cambridtfo.  CO^  6L  2i5&,  474j  County  oi;  806.471 ; 

UlllVCTsltV.lL 

Canmla,  5aiL 
CannlbafSTla. 
t'anofs,  Indian,  SO. 

Canonchft,  .Sachem,  4Q1 ;  death,  410;  character, 
ilL 

Canoniciiik  Sachem,  ^  «^  70,  T4^  IL  S-l,  Wi  2?i 
99,  11^.  Kji  190j  Wl,  4aoj  death, 
2U  ;  character,  HET^ 

Capo  (  VI,  fiSL 

Captiirt*  bv  R.  L  prlvat<»<»^^  247,  2i3.  242. 
Carder,  Rkh.inl,  liL  ULk  disfranchised,  IM. 

167 :  at  Warwick,  17ft;  sentence,  tsT- 
CariK'ntcr,  WlUlam,  100,  ItW,  lOL  liL  m  867. 

881 

Carr.  Caleb,  27«,  M4,  412;  Gov.,  fiSll;  death, 

Carr,  Sir  Robert,  8tA  m  818,  824,  825. 439.  522. 
Carre,  Rev.  Kzekiel,  422. 
Cjirter,  Kdwin,  SaL 

Cartwri?ht,  Col.  Ceor.'.*.  fVti,  823,  824,  827. 

Cnswell,  Alexl-v  I>.  D  .  Jibn. 

Catopecl,  Saehem,  4>i<K 

Cntflhamekin,  Saehetii, 

Cavalr>'  corp)i,  830,  S82j  iHi 

CttwjanUjuante,  ."^achcm.  481. 

CcnMires  paj»»iMl,  .S5S,  ;?<i.5. 

Censns  of  Newftort.  142;  of  Aqncdncck,  410- 

Chailenife,  Indian,  liL 

Chalnu  rs'  "  rolitlcal  Annals,"  29Sj  811,  871-8, 
Wl. 

ChamrKilion.  IMiL 

Charles  1.  liL27.  172, 190,  22'^.  5QiL 

Cbarle*  1 L.  5^5^.  IJJ^'IjK       '£61,       ^  819, 

»<>•>,  464 ;  d.•atl^  fiST 
Charl.  stown,  .Ma«*.,  9^       98,  1«>7,  ISS;  R.  1^ 

Charter,  Parliamentary,  obtained,  114 ;  first 
movement  for,  lAl ;  CommittiM)  to  obtain. 
IM:  naturn  of.  2')0;  entniff<  ment  to,  2'>2; 
conflnned  by  Cromwell,  'JLti;  expiration,  255. 

Charter,  Royal,  reception  of.  'JSt:  Its  chief 
polnL-t,  yjO-.") :  how  kept,  !i%7, 4.V» ;  Mi^pend- 
ed,  4S6:  conrealed,  fi<K>;  resumed,  M2.  ftl>^- 

Charter,  the  N'arra}ran.v!trn ^120.  8s  i ;  of  Con- 
necticut, 2*«1. 

Charters  srranted  to  towns,  224. 

Charter  Hons*-,  4L 

Cheejx'chamnt,  wn  of  rnraham,  824 

Cheliii^ford,  ML 

Che5tnnti».  hL 

Chibaeuwe-H*,  see  Prudence  L 
Chutr,  an  Indian.  iliL 

Church.  Col.  IU  ni>tmln,  8«i,  !»«,  897,  408^ 

H\\  414-17.  lill  aiD. 
Church  Thoma-v  HV'^  n. 

Churches  Puritan,  how  constituted,  iiSnj  flr^t 
ltaifti>t,  107:  priority  of,  lii^n^  IMn.;  at 
Atpiedneck,  li£i ;  Bcliisni,  151.  152. 

Clamv  M.  si. 

Clarendon,  Karl  ot,       814,  82'^ 

Clarke.  .T<dm.  69, 1^  121^  TJA^  132^  140, 141.  151, 

i.v.'.  iM,  2212,  til,  •iin.  iia.  312,  HIT?;  jttt;  s^?; 

825;  15nT.  .W.  JM.-V,  ,s,VA  IW,  H.'>S  867,  514; 
{HTfiociited  by  .M;i».<,  2:Vt.  i^Jii;  accent  in 
lingbml,  23^,  ^  aa^  <*4|  2«,  278,  178, 


|7«,  2«L  2^  «79^S« ;  return,  809.  810 ; 
revUes  laws,  811,  330;  his  chanirter  defend- 
ed, 29S-801,  «71-TriK'p.  Gov.,  ^  860; 
dejith,  il± 

CUrke.  Walter,  499.  COO.  g0«.  fiO^  612.  517.  818. 
My,  MO.  ;  Dep.  Gov.,  418,  4H  4(i\ 
4rt7.  470.  47S.  4^0.  555;  Gov.,  fl^^-RT  5^52, 

Clarke,  Joseph,  267.  2n.  2981  461,  i&L 
Clarke,  Captain,  217. 
Clarke,  William,  4i]iL 

Clarke,  or  Clerke,  Jeremy,  182i  148.  21ft; 

Pres.  recent,  221,  222. 
('Iaw»on.  John,  ctinw  of,  4fl.'iL 
Clifton,  Ilop4>,  2li 

<V«v«tera  Haflntr  Inland,  186:  bonirht,  224 

Cotldinftorf  \Villiam,  2^  fia  63^  69.  124,  126, 127. 
V^'Ajf,  2j,  413.1I5T^jn;ke.  iffTdecd 
of  Aqiiedneck.  12.%;  Gov.  of  Aquedneck, 
143.  147,  ISlj,  152^  160,  172;  Pres..  219;  hl« 
de-Msns,  222,  223;  goes  to  Knglan7Tr225; 
n.'jurps  >:ovt.,  237- S;  power  revoked,  242.; 
retains  the  n'cords,  246:  submita  to  R.  L, 
2.'»9;  becomes  a  tjuaker,  820;  Dep.  Gov., 
Jm;  Gov.,  867.  869,  441;  death.  44i 

Coddlnirton.  W  illiam,  (the  son,)  471,  474^  4S0; 
<Jov.,  470,  47H. 

CoildinirtonTNathanlol,  B89,  ftlL 

<  <h1o  of  1647.  -><M-K--iii> 

Cogsenhall,  John,  63,  124.  12L  1?^  ML  1^  148. 

l.'ii,  24^).  2^0.  261,  '^^Xi.  434,  442,  47*.  499. 

SOS;  First  Pres.,  202j  Dep.  Gov.,  4^  MA 
Cose»\"»hall,  Jo»hua,  841. 
Coincidenc  s  2S!iin..  ilL 
Coke.  Sir  Edward,  iL 
Colbert,  Minister  of  France,  iSL. 
Cold,  Intense,  40fi. 
Cole,  Robert,  100,  lOT,  IIL. 
Cole,  John,  347,  i&L 
Collen,  .Mr.,  Is. 
Colors  of  New  Eneland,  4&A. 
Col-wn's  petition,  M±. 

Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  1 1 7.  liSg. 
17^,  191,  196.  19s,  195».  222.  2SJ.  224,  229,  234, 
23n  2:;9.  249.  253.  2to.  272.  276.  gTBI  23l.  mi 
a39.  400. 

Commi.«.sioners   Royal,   805,  814-17,  822,  828, 

4^47L  472.  473. 
ComnU.><-*loners  wn  boundaries,  271.  815,  848,  843, 

av».  S.V»,  357,  Mi  Mi  b!iL 
Comnil.v.1on«  »rranted  bv  R.  r,  246,  250. 
Comnilttet  s,  of  six,  under  first  charter,  208,  210. 

219.  229:  introduced  into  Gen.  .Usy.,  260: 

of  tho  Whole,  53i 
Common  Law  a'lopted,  206l 
Compact,  Plltrrlm,    12  q.;    Provldenc<',  103; 

Aquednoek,  U£  133-4;  Warwick,  21fi. 
Conanlcut  island,  28a.  tbL  415,  449,  451,  &46; 

Forrv,  &j4 
ConanU  Itu}{«'r,  JL 

Conforenec.  Hampton  Court,  5^  of  clergy,  65; 

proposed. 
Confonnl.'ttN  2,  !L 

Confederacy.  New  F.nirland,  llA  ISfi,  158,  84a 
Contlscation.s  849.  855,  S-Vi.  — • 

Connecticut,  196.  224j  Indians  In.  TO;  river.  8L 
S9.  95:  settled,  93i  claims  Narrt,  2-'l.  2s2, 
295-801.  80.\  8»K  810,  812,  814.  319,  .33.% 
H43-S,  .351,  8M,  XC>,  857,  366,  86S  4ii  424. 
440,455-N  460, Ml;  deci(.lons  In  favor~o^ 
ILL  iM;  claim  roJi^<ted,  Slii:  further  claims 
on  R.  L  '^>45  ;  attempts  to  ailjn.-<t,  .V)0 :  repri- 
sal.*, .V»:t.  .V>5 ;  quo  warranto,        49-3  ;  An 
dros  usurjis  govt,  of,  fAH  ;  resumes  cliarter 
512:  militia  troubli's."??2C  52tl 
Conneoticuf,  Colonbil  Rortinls  referred  to,  SSL 
805,  310,  333.  334  885.  a6S,  425. 
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COMplraey  against  Clarke  expoeod,  S9S-801, 

8h8-«. 

Constttbles  tliitlea  of,  131 ;  bow  chosen,  466,  SQfix 
Cwti.structive  f<.-lonU-»  avuidt'd,  ;iihL 
Conrcntiun  callt^d.  ££L 
Conwyl  Cavo,  4^  5iL 
Cooke,  Cajtt..  ISO. 
CooWo,  John,  SliL 
Ccpe,  Edwanl,  liJi, 
CurmoranU,  lai. 

Corn,  50,  m :  scarcity      lAl;  price,  LSS^ 
Coroner  s  inquest,  846. 

Cotton.  Rev.  John,  8«,fi2a68,65,  8«»58i 

62.      6\  164,  is:!,  1<»S,  m 
Council  of  SUte,  ^       24.i  6.  2^3. 
Council,  Uuneral,  of  JLl^  ilO,  211 ;  of  Androa, 

Council,  Indian.  83;  houses  for,  96. 

Council  of  li.  802;  Gov.  and,  830,  83S,  a44, 
846,       8,10 ;  of  w  ar,  3M. 

CourM>s  and  distances  ni>t  understood,  831,  8S8. 

C\>urt-hous<>«  to  bo  built,  507.  &24 

C-ourK  proceed! ntfs  of  In  Mas.*..  14.  16. 11,80.22. 
SLii  ^LS!L  aLaS^SL  GO,  !iL  ft],  fvt, 
Tn.  i-'7. 147, 176,  i]7,  ns,  isr,  ivj,  L^W, 
m.  it«<.  r55;2j7j  2i!L  ^  ^  ^  247, 

4^       M2i  273.  277.  SoS. 

Courts  in  R.  L  orpnlied.  13ft,  la's  139;  first 
of  election  at  N|>L,  148 :  various  kinds  of, 
144 :  general,  at  Aquednock,  146,  ir>2.  IftS  • 
of  the  Colony,  2!il;  of  election,  trials,  and 
apl)eal,  2(M,  210,  22L  2M,  271I.  460:  of  coni- 
nii»Kloners,  21 1>,  226 :  styled  General  Assem- 
bly, 28«> :  ufTulttice.s.  2ft3;  under  royal  char- 
ter, 802,  820,  829.  Ihi ;  to  be  i»aid,  4M:  re- 
visory power  of  Geu.  Ass..  44*'.  4.*>9  ;  under 
Andros,  ItWi,  004,  606.  ft07.  5u9.  510 ;  tyran- 
ny, .V>4. 

Court»- martial,  442^  &1L 

Coventry,  Hfi. 

Coweset,  IflOj  421.   Se«  Oreonwlch. 

Cowtantowl^  Indiiin  deity, 

Cox,  Dr..  restores  the  IJturjtv,  2, 

CranduU.  John,  2Mj.  ^  8;^s.'850. 351 

Crantleld.  (niv.  Kdward.  46tf.  470-8. 

Cranston,  .lohn.  2^<1,  2^2,  3o:j.  8«)9.  Hlft.  iJll ;  Dep. 

Gov.,  Si»L861,  418,  426iMl;  Gov..  449.  ihl; 

death,  m 

Cranston.  Saoiuol,  Gov.,  64^  647,       MO.  M8» 

ftV).  sag. 

Cn»mwell.  Oliver,  287. 849.  m  8W.  855. 85C  868. 

Cromwell,  Richard.  271.  2ia. 
Cross  In  the  colors,  cut  out,  29. 
Crowne,  .John,  452^  ifiS. 
Crnw\  blL 

Cu<lwortli,  James.  iM. 
Culpeper,  I.onl.  404,  460, 479i  fifiL 
Cumberland,  fiii  n. 
Cnrrnnt,*. 

Curse  of  Clawson,  iSS. 

Custom  hous<i  established,  465.  467. 

Cutler,  a  j)iraU\  JiliL 

Guttler,  George,  ftfig. 


u 

Davis,  Jamea,  1^ 

I)a\iit  John,  ISHL 

Davoll,  Capt,S2lI 

Dean,  Kichar.1,  iViO^  845,  418  IL 

Dean,  ThoinoA.  4iUi. 

Deane,  Charles  ISi  IL 

Deaths  of  Governons  440^  441. 582. 

Debt,  law  of.  2ltL 

Debtor,  abKondiuj;,  1S(L 


Declaration  of  Breda,  3S3&     819,  479;  of  Indal- 

gencc,  502. 
Decorum  in  court,  220,  2.'»7. 
Dedford,  Greenwich  i»o  colled,  4S5. 
Dedham,  ill 

I)ee«ls  of  I'rov.,  99-101 ;  brevity  of  old,  ISL 
Deer,  18,  liL  H5.  154. 169.  IfiL 
Deertlcld.  ML 

Detrree  of  M.  D.  confemxl  by  Gen.  Assy.,  808. 
Deist,  trial  of  an  alleged,  l^siLn. 
Delaware  Bay,        language,  &fi ;  Castle,  909  ; 
Colon  V,  4%i. 

Dclepited"  power.  Jealousy  ot,  109,  liL  HA. 
Delft  Haven.  L 
Di'tnetrius  of  Kphcana, 

Democracy  at  Prov.,  li£i ;  (riven  op,  108 ;  at 
Aquedneck,  148  ;  declared.  2u5,  2llL 

Denlson,  Capt.  Geonro,  264.  410,       425,  434. 

Deputies,  lloUM)  of,  295 ;  to  take  engageiuent, 
865. 

Derojmtory  I)aA5aJ^^8  repealed,  842, 
"  Desire."  the,  a  veswd.  21i 
Des|Mitlc  spirit  of  the  Puritans  SS. 
Dexter,  Gregory,  252,  4M ;  Pre*.,  245. 
Dice,  Indian,  li 
Digest  of  laws.  459. 4S8. 
Dinners  provided  by  the  Colony,  856t 
Disarming  the  Antinomians,  64:  the  Indians. 
880. 

Disfranchisement  of  Salem  dcpntlea,  U  ;  at 
Aquedneck,  153 ;  by  Gen  Assy.,  2iL. 

Disposers  at  Prov.,  11^  Ui9,  ILL 

Divorce,  Indian,  76 :  prohibited.  282 :  granted, 
820,  865,  4la;  law  of.  4>JL 

Dogmas,  dangerous,  254.  2!ii 

Dongan,  Gov.  of  N.  Y.,  5!J9. 

Dorchester,  ISL 

Doutch,  Osamoiid,  t-'^l 

Dowor,  Indian,  16. 

Downing.  George.  4M  il 

DrakeV  "  Book  of  the  Indians,"  referred  to,  8S7, 

8Nji.  8M'.  >VMK  417. 
Drunkenness.  VzO,  141.  86& 
Duck\  wild,  sQT^ 

Dudlev,  Joseph,  898  n^  469;  Pn'S.  of  New  Eng., 
4s2 A  41ii ;  CliierJu«tlte.  ^  Ml,  Sli 

Dudley,  Gov.  Thomas,  4il  HI  l^A 

Dummer,  Rlchanl.  (SiL  t;>^ 

Durfec,  Job,  quote»l,  96,  126, 412. 

Dutch,  the.  IfiSL  240;  trai!eri55  ;  disturbance  at 
Warwick,  241  ;  war,  241,  24i.  246,  524j  ves- 
sels taken,  249j  207  :  surrender,  8o9  ;  take 
N.  Y.,  866 ;  fnvttde  England,  hlSL 

Dutch  island,  254,  ihL 

Duties,  custom.  204,  .'iSi. 

Dyrt%  Wllllatn.  124.  127.  182.  132.  148^  178.  90t. 

220,  222,  242,  m  2441  809,  81t. 
Dyre,  Mary,  "(k),  2lil 


S 

Kar-roarks,  15S. 
1-jirle,  Ralph,  liH 

Easlon,  Nichohw,  12^,  IW,  IftL  132,  IM.  141,  14S. 

148,  IM.  IM,       17<>,  IIL  2^  245.  «^ 

Pres..  22i»,  2il ;  Dep.  Gov.,  842 ;  Gov.,  827, 856. 

857.  8C«'i.  :m  :  death,  SUL 
Easton,  Peter,  KiO,  130.  856,  36S. 
Eaaton,  John,  ViO^  m  245,  2fiL  274. 806, 841, 856 

542,  £fcta;  his  narnime,  402;   l>ep.  Gov, 

868 :  Gov..  M9,  &25. 530. 
Eaton,  Gov.  of  New  Haven.  14T. 
"  Ecclesiastical  Hist,  of  Mass.,*'  quoted,  1S8 

laL 

Echard  s  "  Hist,  of  England,"  referred  to,  2^ 
Eddy,  Ju<lge,  laA  HiL 
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E<lcn  of  America,  12. 

Edmund*,  Capt.  ilA. 

Edmundson,  WilUain.  860-562,  421  n. 

Education,  provision  for,  145.  toiJ. 

Edward  VI.,  2. 

Edxvanla,  Kev.,  ^  Mr,  8S8. 

Emtigham,  QovTot  Va.,  Sli 

EKvptian  hieroglrplilt*,  IM  n. 

Elders  at  Tort*.,  IM;  tltlo  abolished, 

Eldredge,  Samuel,  847. 

Election  days  ap|Mlnt4Hl,  iM,  29!i. 

Elections  at  Poc&"»et,  IHlTT^  185;  at  Newport, 
148.  l  is,  IM;  C..l<.ni:il,  'jo^  2<tr'iU»  2^  229. 
240.  ^  ^^2^  -Ml,  2tja,  2tITr^;TT7 ■i74.  27^ 
278.  2>ii.  gjHi;  M17.  827.  as<).  S'il,  842,  av>, 
85S,  857,  86*1.  55^  Sfly,  41^  42fii  441,  45^ 
485,  40L£7ii,  4]^4a!iiba,nK^  628,  630, 

W2,  ^  se: 

Eliot,  .h»Hnr824,  895,  896. 

Elitabeth,  reitfn  of  Quceo,  2-6. 

Eliiotl,  Cliarloit  W.,  lii  il 

Eloquonce.  Indian.  SL894. 

Elton,  Komeo,  D.  I>.,  ij^f^ilhn. 

Emba-vlcs  Pcguot,  <>'J ;  Williams  to  Narrt/«..  ai ; 
Moss,  to  same,  S\  15S,  196,  197.  199.  2i'4.  24  \ 
89S ;  to  It.     alL  —  —  — 

Eodicott,  Gov.  John,  9.  1<L  14. 19.  20.  21.  26.  29. 
8t  46,  88^  89j^  ^  ^ftO.  269,  803,  809. 

Engaircment,  lorm  of.  Us;  to  the  charter,  202; 
Sute,  to  it4  otHtx-rs,  2!iS;  of  town  councils, 
2lii;  to  the  commonwealth, 2^;  chanjrcs  in, 
sr,  31S,  826,  42fi;  of  Deputiiis,       860,  42S, 

Enizland  in  16t8. 113. 
Epht'sus,  shrines  ot,  ISS, 
Epidemic,  424. 

Episcopacy  abolished.  hatred  to  Cromwell, 
274:  introduced  by  Androa,  498:  In  IL  L. 
649.  ^'»9. 

Errors  of  Urahame  and  Chalmers,  870-S7S. 
Esquimaux.  &Sk  T 
Excise  of  liquors,  868,  4S3, 
Executions,  847,  851 . 

Executors  appoinu>d  by  town  coaacila,  809.  A4ft- 

Kxemption  act,  36«5,  4l4  4121   

£.\j>ortA  of  IL  L,  142^ 


F 

Fairfield,  John,  214 
Fairfield,  249,  505. 
Famine.  13. 

Fast  days  in  Ma.M.,  59.204.^ 

Feasts,  Indian,  UL 
Fellow  Commoners,  42. 
Felt.  Joseph  B.,  is*)  n. 

Fennor.  Arthur.  2<>i  88!.  ^  884,  84J,  858,  414. 

423.  42.'>.  4:^2.  4.^.  4:C).  4T.'t. 
Ferrte;»  eatoMlwltfd.  146.  554,  ^i. 
Field,  .lohn,  liHi,  2ii4. 
Field,  ThoiiKia,  ^HJ, 
Flehl,  William.  Hi.  229,  267,  274,  225, 
Fines  25H,  2^il^  275,  325737537 
Fire,  152 ;  Act  to  prev  ent,  .m, 
Firearms  first  used  by  Indians.  95j  supplied  to 

thoui,  Ififi;  forbidden  to,         Act  repealed, 

*•  Firclirand  Discovered,*'  referred  to,  882. 
Fisher's  ir>lanii,  &2L 

Fisliinj:.  79i  declared  trcv,  143;  protected,  SQL 

Fitz-Winthroi»,  John,  ML  

Flajf  of  .\ew  England,  ISO. 
Fleets,  Indian,  W). 

Fletrlier,  Oov.  of  N.  V.,  524,  S26, 581-588. 
Floridian  lan^nia^.'e,  liL 
Flounders.  Thomas,  {M6-849. 


Foanes,  or  Fones,  John,  46S.  412. 4S4  485.  497. 

520, 55L  — 
FootTafl,  79, 

Force  of  K.  L  militia,  441,  !^ 
Foreljrners,  reguiationn.  2ty,  ifiL 
Fornication  [M'rmltted  by  Indiana,  IflL 
Fort  James,  862.  868. 
Fortifications  at  Boston,  22. 
Foster,  Hon.  Theodore,  ififl  n. ,  505  n. 
Fowllnc.  li. 

Fox,  Geonre,  S5,\  859-862. 

Fox,  Thonma,  552. 

Fox  Point,  or  Hill,  40, 4aL 

Fox  Island,  2I± 

Fox.  s,  78,  IhL 

Franlifort,  church  at,  2. 

Freebome,  William.  124,  127,  135. 

Freedom  of  C'on.sclence.  seo  iCeligious  Liberty. 

Freemen  admitted  in  Mass.,  16;  at  Aquedneck, 
127,  12s ;  di.sfnuichiseil,  158;  nature  and 
number  of;  256;  how  admitted,  827.  849, 
4.'A 

Friends,  fkKilety  of.  see  Qnakers. 

French,  vessels  captured,  241;  annoyances,  424; 

int^lsrue^  509:  privateers,  52^,  5^ 
Frenchtown,  .%49,  {V5<L 
Frincke,  John,  844. 
Frontenac,  (^ount,  .522. 
Fry,  Thomas.  4iL 
FuRltlves  to  be  returned,  250,  844, 
Funeral  rites,  Indian,  IL 
Fur  tnwle,  bJL 
Furniture,  Indian,  S5,  85. 


Gallnp,  John,  SS. 
Gambling,  Indian,  I!L 
Gammell.  William.  IPS  475 
Gardiner,  Lyon.  S9, 91^  fii. 
Gardiner,  Kobert,  fiiST 
Gardner.  Mrs.,  of  Not,  2f5i 
Garret,  Ilcrmon.  888. 
Garrison  house.  Bull's,  408l 
Geese,  wild,  UL 

General  Asvmblv,  201-211.  217,  219,  22",  224. 
226.  22t».  2W,  282»  241],  242.  24S,  244,  250, 
257^2^Wi,  2ft|,  2Iii.  '/[I,  '2T£  ;J7:^  2sL  ^li 
2s8.  84)1,  §06,  aiO^  8I.\  ilil,  820,  8.? I.  »S<,  82S, 
827.  82\  88i»,  882.  884.  886,  ;W7.  840.  ML  845, 
847,  84s.  819.  8.50-7.  864.  866-9,  401,  4ij^  418, 
414,  428,  4-.'>Vs.  441.  44i  41t».  4?^ 
4^  4.59.  4»'>47l6<j.TrT>.  471.  47^  47'.'.  4s»i,  4^ 
488,  4:^  l^s.  Ms  .MO  522,  ^Ji}.  .^2s.  NC^-G, 
^89,54LA  £t4L"^"Sa.^Ii  tlie  first,  201- 
211 ;  modliled,  219,  rules  and  onlers  of.  '.*2i'; 
p<»wer9  of.  229,  820.  821.  854.  ib,  459,  THT; 
name  first  fciven,  21iii;  two  separate  Asj*em- 
blies,  244 :  division  of  Houses  propojicd, 
827  :  and  efiVcted,  638 ;  to  be  i>ald,  32s,  4^,4; 
technical  sessions,  458,  454 ;  dissolved,  4ss; 
resumed,  518l 

Geneva,  2.. 

"  Geoloi.'ical  Survey  of  B.  IZ  referred  to,  22fiB. 

OeoofC.  Capt.,  511. 

Geraerd,  the  Dutchman,  24L 

Gibbons,  MjO'»r  Edward,  laL 

Gillam.  a  pirate,  547.  SAL 

<loats.  15JL 

(toat  Inland,  254. 

Gwlfrey,  CapL  John.  fi2L 

Goffe,  or  GeolTe,  John,  13i 

Gofl'c,  the  Uegici.le,  41iL 

Gookin.  Daniel.  2IS.844. 

"Gookin's  Indians"  referred  to,  TO, 

Gorges,  Sir  Ferdinand,  7, 156. 
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Gorton,  8omnel,  110,  887,  240.  m  |55, 212,  842, 
8S9,  614:  pufcEaso  of  W.irwick.  116. 
ITCi'SrAquednock.  183,  m  16L  TiiiV-lTgt 
abuse  of,  168;  at  lM3'niouth,  HV4 :  wliTjiperl, 
167. 172;  "KU  Tiewfl  of.povt.,  109.  in- 
dictiiu  nt,  lli]=2.;  at  I'rov.,  IT^MJIjN  politi- 
cal character,  US;  at  I'awtiiXft,  174-5 ;  pro- 
ceedlnjTB  ainiinst,  by  Mas.s.  177--l»tf :  goes  to 
EnKlatui,  l»i>:  result  of  bltn  iiilitsion,  198, 
21&;  return,  211 ;  I'rea.,  2^  letter  to,  828  nj 
aealh-llJJL 

Oorti>n,  Tbonias,  UL 

Gorton.  Capt.,  fi2lL 

OortontfttM,  why  i)«r8«»cntod,  ITS ;  to  b<»  subdued, 
179;  sttompt  to  treat,  181;  Wslo^retl,  1  ^'i. 

tried,  184 ;  sentenced,  187 ;  banished, 
iss;  return  to  K.  L  bii  'Seas  of  govt, 
Wr.  triumph  of,  215^  219^ 

Oortt mollis,  I'Jii. 

Gould,  Tholna^  266, 807,  ^ 

Gould  Inland,  2fii£~^ 

Gouldini;,  Koger,  41« 

Governor,  title  ot,  adopte<l,  148. 

Grahanie,  •laines.  29s.  87(V-s. 

Granger,  James  N..  1).  D.,  1113  u. 

Gratitude.  Indian, 

Greene,  John,  imi.  101^  107^  176, 1H4,  ^  26^, 
274,  2Tj\  295,  8(»7,  812,  83s,  84^"8i5,  852,  865, 
4C1.  47M.  4T\  47\  .VNj  IM;  atf-nt  in  Kntr- 
land.  r.*.'.  4.'H.  4^  446,  4iL  451-8,  4.'>6, 
4:»S.  4Vi  J1^1L  -Vil ;  Dep.  Gov.,  519.  525.  580. 
ET^  540.  M2.  SST 

Greene.  JohnTJr..  ^  245,  256,  268.  -W. 

Greenwich,  men  claim  Narrt..  24 i ;  Ksist  0.  In- 
corp.,  427. 42^ ;  name«l  Dedfonl,  485;  bounds 
set,  Sti^L;  take  Kreuchtown,  UfiJI 

Groton,  44>s. 

Ground-nuts,  iDfin. 

Guagors  appointed,  US. 


H 

Ilndlev,  895.  400.  418.  414. 
Ilamelton,  Andrew,  527. 

llatniltoii,  Mari)ul.>4  of,  family  claim  to  Xarrt, 

119.  8<Ci,  471,  4Ii  ilSi  606,  529^  587,  Saa. 
Hampton,  870. 

Hamjtton  Court  conference.  6. 
Harris,  Thomas,  m  252,  255, 
Harri.«.  Thomas,  ofllarbadoes,  265,  2ffl. 
Harris,  Andrew,  2fijL 

Harris.  "William,  9L  100.  1!>2.  107,  254,  262.  817. 
829.  880,  881,  8827*J4.  886-8,  840  842,  8M, 
86JJ,  867,  414,  48i>,  JiiL  468i  arresud  for  trea- 
son. 26.S;  lawsulK  4.S2-6:  death,  431 

Harris,  William  J.,  2M  n„  4i£d 

Harbor  at  lllock  inland,  821.  m 

Hardliiu',  Kobert,  12^       151=1;  Capt,  ISL 

Hard^hips  of  tlio  early  culonbtiJ,  LL 

Harrod.  John.  SJii  840. 

Hartford.  M.96,  117, 15g.  858.  882,  809.  868.  425. 

HarvardTidlege.  8^W,  863.  • 
Hastv-pudding,  84,  SJL 
Hntrteld,  4iiQ. 
Havens  William,  m 
Havor-iham,  Westerly  so  called,  4S5. 
Hawkins  Job,  m. 

Haynes,  Gov.  John,  of  Mass.,  46;  of  Conn.,  147. 
Haoarfl,  J.  Alffed.  870 
Hazard,  Thomas,  122. 

"  Hazards  State  rnper*."  r.  ferred  to,  224^ 
229.  282,  2i».  248,  252.  258.  266,  2*!1,  2^  809, 
840. 

Hazel,  Mr.,  235. 
Hempstead,  24^. 


Henchman,  Daniel,  4!U. 

Henry  VIL  of  Enttland.  2L 

Henry  IV.  of  France,  4i»lL 

Hernld's  College.  London,  4S. 

Ilerenden,  or  Hernden,  Ben.  ifilL 

Heresies  in  K.  L  reputed,  1^;  Gorton  aceoMd 

ot  168.  184.  ISL 
Hewe«,"Jo«hua,  253. 
Higidimin,  Itov.  John,  9, 1^  ^ 
Hlirhwavs,  ^'^^ 

Hildrcth's  Hist  of  V.  S.  T<'ferre<l  to,  62.  ISS. 
Hinckley,  Gov.  Thoma.%  897  n..43t.  4t>.'.  477. 478. 

4>4,  50L  fili 
Hodgson,  Robert,  49.''x. 
Hog  Island.  2*^^.  27L  iI2.  46?.  47L  475^  V><L 
Holden,  liHii^,  124,  l-'7-9.  1      ir>7.  17(>.  17L 

18L  ly^  ^  2117222,  tJ26.  ^  245.  852,. 

261.  2)>t.  272.  :?I5.  47;t.  475,  a*,-ent  In 

Kngland,  190,  m  434,  4y6,  446,  447,  ibl-*. 

45s.  461. 
Holden"  Koger,  612. 
Holland,  The  Heparatists  flee  to,  fi. 
Holland,  Cornelius,  2^ 
"  Holmes's  Annals  "  referred  to,  14,  IL  ^ 
Holmes,  Oba<llab,  ^ 
Holyman,  Exeklel,  100,  1^  21L 
Honeyman.  Itov.  JamesT^^fl 
Ilook.  r,  Kev.  ThonwMi,  87. 56,  506 n. 
IIopkln^  Gov.  Stephen,  auoled,  2lllL 
Ho|ikin.\  Gov.  K<lward,  01  Conn.,  147. 
Hopkins,  William,  426. 
Hope  Island.  IQ^  266,  46L 
llorscv  4*'6.  4>t>. 
llorton,  KliMbeth,  21i3. 
Ilohpitality,  Indian. 
Ilousatoni'c  river.  4 1 .'). 
H«.UM',  Walter,  846. 
Ilowland,  John,  iuS.lL 

"Hubbanl's  IIlsL  of  N.  E  "  referred  to,  2fi.  SO, 

9L  114,  IfiL.  I£L  126. 12L  215, 21ik  21i.  226. 
"  Hubbanfs  Narrative  "  referred  to,  J»«,  899. 
Hudson,  IJeut.,  24S. 
Hudson,  Willbm.  8«K  812.  M.\  847, 879. 
Huguenots  in  K.  L,  497,  503,  £19,  ^ 
Hull,  Edwanl.  216,  2iL 
Hull,  John.  21iII 

"  Hume  and  Smollett,  Hist,  of  England,*'  refer- 
red to,  502,  ,^83. 
Hunting,  79,  IM. 

Hutchln.<«on,  Mrs.  Ann,  fiL  liXL  ISL  UBi:  doc- 
trlnes  of,  52,  65,  6^  66^  trial,  »4>  ft: 
death.  n. 

Hutchinson.  William,  124.  m  188.184.  188^  14gL 
14\  112. 

HutcEinson,  Edwartl.  124. 127. 188. 
Hutchinson.  E<lwanl,  IF.  124.  187.  2$2.  806.  807. 

80S.  879-8S6,  899. 
Hutchinson,  Samuel,  1^ 
llutchhison,  Kli5h.%.  446. 

Hutchin.son.  "Hist,  of  Mas*.  Rav.*'  referred  to. 
16,  17,  80,  9L165,  l!>6,  212,224.  21ii  Jiii  51 -jL 
517. 

"Hypocrisy  t'nrnasked,"  referred  to.  159. 16^ 
170.  178. 174.  17S.  179. 1S8.  186. 


1 

"HI  News  fh)m  N.  E."  referre^l  to,  8S6,  HL. 
Immortality,  Indian  Idea  oil  78w 
"  Impertinent  File,"  the^  887  n.,  840 n. 
ImfMMt.^  laid  by  James  II..  -1^1 
Iinj>rlM>nment'for  debt,  forbidden,  SOS. 
IndeiH.'ndencc  contemplated  in  Mass.,  32. 
Independents,  toleration  denied  to,  887. 
India  Point.  40. 

Indian,  BAlutatloo,  40;  tribes  of  N.       78,  lil 
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chanct^r.  22.  S2;  coAtom^  ZA;  Mineral  rite*, 

77;  ri-lidon,  1^^  uport*,  I2j  tra4litiun,  W); 
tiionoy.  hi;  counciKSa:  fowl,  wlirwnnis, 
S6:  Ungiiatfi'N  S6 :  (<loa*i  «[K»n  Oorton's  re- 
leaAO,  l'X> ;  <liv«-<  nMi>ns,  ti^ :  ftm-icncrs  not 
to  tnwlo  with,  war,  laws  a^rniriHt, 
271.  4;^        titl.  s  to  land  m-oi^nlzcd,  y,><i. 

ilisanm-d.  :  <lrunk«*nni'>«,  olid ;  jurj-, 
8r.7:  ]il<.ts,  ilUft;  pillaiitry,  !i9<>:  I'lo- 
quonco,  sM,  UIM;  horoiMii.  11 1 ;  chivalry, 
41s;  t-ajitlvt-ft  (m.I.I,  UlL 

IndlctuiontA  of  Uorton,  at  Atjuediicck,  170-2 ; 
at  Boston.  ISA. 

"Indlffcnoua  Kaccs  of  the  Karth,"  referred  to, 

Inhabitant  and  fVccinan,  distinctioD  of,  22fi. 
Inornlation,  ^Jijo. 

lnt»  riH)lation.H  in  K.  L  laws.  811, 112 n. 
Il«H  icb, 

Iroquois  iaaguoge,  ^ 


J 

Jackson.  Henry,  D.  I).,  "Churches  in  U.  I.," 

Jack»on,  Dr.  Charles  T.,  "Sarvey  of  B.  I.,- 

•TamaicH,  471.  477. 

JaJiies  1^  r.  i.rn  of,  5,  6,  27. 22L 

Jaim  s  rr..  :u-,i',  47IL  iiiL jW2,  610,  515,  ftlfi. 

Janiev  Tlionias  lOOi  lOiI 

Janu'Dtown  incorp..  44tf;  ferrr  at,  .V%4.  6S5. 

Jarvi  s,  J.  J.,  "  ('oiifi'.-i»iun.<>  of*^ an  Inquirer,"  i22. 

Jt-nVrlfs,  Lord  ("hauc,  49'>. 

Jtflroys  Kol>f rt,  Ufi,  151. 

tlenm-r.  Dr. 

Jo!»ult»,  49«.  41»r. 

JoBUS  t'oll<';;o,  li 

Jews  protort*'!!,  478. 

JohniHiu*s    Wonder  Working  l*rovldcnc<»,"  51, 
'iL 

Johti>on,  l>lward,  ISO. 
Judith,  Point,  ill. 
Jud^-e,  Title  of;  7(L12L  113. 
Juri.H4licti<>n,  dotihtful,  IM;  nfor«l(m  In  B.  T- 111- 
Jurorn,  elected,  IM;  apportioned,  8iri ;  Indian, 
807. 

Ja.xtice,  denied  to  tiolein,  31:  Indian  bcdao  ot,  S2, 
JuAtlc*)  of  Teaco,  144;  in  Narrt,  l:il. 


K 

Karallt  lan(nia?e,  S(k 
Kent,  Joseph,  HtXi. 
Kent  Countv.  LL 

**KeTt«)  Indian  I^nRuairc,"  referred  to,  40,  74, 

*5j56,  11H».  21:4. 
Kld<rt':«pt.~Williain,  MS,  B4«,  61L 
Kin>;'!<  Province,  221  n. ;  named,  815 ;  mc  Nar- 

ni:nin*ft. 

Klnir'*town,  or  Klnpston,  M^,  4W?.  4rA  i^L  IfW. 

473 ;  to  be  divi'icd,  4Sj ;  rall«-d  lIorh*'htcr. 

jNjS ;  Freneh  iM.ltlt  r»  iti,  4H7;  bouml.*.  M2, 

M5:  A>sv.  at.  Mi:  courfal,  655;  North, 

IftS:  Soiitli.  ^  lit! 
Knlirht,  Kicli&rd,  227.  229.  ^45.  250.  858. 255.  261. 

271. 

KnowIt  >  "Life  of  Koper  Williams,*'  rofi-rrcd  to, 
22.  8fi.  U»0,  l»7i  2:i4,  261,  253,  255,  362,  890, 
409.  il^ 

L 

lAb<l£  rcfnilatcd,  1^ 

LsDd,  u  uure  fixed,  Lki;  Dot  to  be  bought  of  In- 


dians. 240.  267j  titloj  Rottlcd.  279;  par- 
chad's  272,  SST  public,  852.  356, 85«i. 

Lancaster  burnt,  4o7. 

Lithrop,  Capt,  4i)o 

I^ud,  Archbishop,  6,  2:L 

'•Law  and  Order^'  at  Warwick,  1115 n. 

Ijiw5uiti«,  the  Harris,  432-t>,  536:  Sandford  ts. 
Forator,  Ha. 

Lawton,  (Jeorpe,  138.  111. 

Laws  how  passed  or  repealed.  313.  232.  212,  274, 
»64.  865 :  to  bo  revised.  811,  8;Ui;  phra.-seol- 
oi!v  of.  HI;  digi  Rt  ot,  459, 4a3 ;  to  b«  sent  to 
Kngland,  548,  iid=^ 

Lay  ton,  Tholua^  liiS. 

Lea;;ue,  N.  E.,  see  Confederacy. 

Lechford's  "Plaino  Dealing, referrwl  to,  99, 
14f>.  lili 

Loeils  Duke  of,  522. 

I^eto.  fJov.  of  Conn.,  15fi. 

LcgalUta,  vlewa  of  the,  63i  party  of,  51;  trl- 
uiuph,  fkL 

LcglMlatloD,  curlo(>iUes  of,  113;  Independent, 
f>57. 

lA'glslatore.  sec  General  Assembly. 

LeiMi  r,  Gov.  of  N.  y.,52'>.  Jiifi. 

Ix'tters  extracts  from,  IU>.ston  to  Palem,  ^; 
Willlam.s  to  Major  Mas4in.  5U ;  M.vis.  to  Paw- 
tuxct  men.  111;  Tho  Three  Govs,  to  Mass.. 
146;  (torton  and  M:iss.,  172,  174.  175.  Hi. 
179,  iMLliLlMi;  Barton  to  Winthroo,  iMS; 
Mr<«.  to  K.  L,  2*i,  211 ;  Vane  to  K.  L,  iAH ; 
Williuuis  to  Prov..  2il ;  on  soul  liberty,  i;51 
-5;  K.  L  to  I'.  Coll.,  266,  to  Cromwi  ll.  26s : 
Charles  II.  to  V.  1  ..Is.  2-v<:  Cartwriulit  to 
Gorton.  823;  K.  L  to  Lord  Clan  n-lon,  82'^; 

the  iK'rnitious  K>tter,"825;  "the  damned 
letter,  8*0;  Athertun  Co.  and  Winthn.p. 
877-*j1  ;  John  Seott,  H^i;  SheritTof  I»ridi>M 
to  K.  L,  4^2 ;  U.  1.  to  Board  of  Trade,  4Ji!^ 
121;  Mr.Tn7vd\  iiili. 

Lenthal,  BoU-rt.  UU.  152,  lii 

lAsveret,  (tov.  896, 1^5. 

Ix>win,  John.  HJlL 

Libel  law. 

Liberty  of  Conscience,  sec  lieligiona  Frce<lom. 
Liilibridge.  Th..m:vs  m 

Liquor  laws  *£iL  261,257,867,  86^  4s3,  ^  fiSl; 

a  seizure,  12iL 
Little  Compton.  :»7,  39s  535. 
Liturgy  e.«tabll!*lti-d,  2. 
Lockyer.  Be  v..  .'»<>>. 
London  charti-r  li>«t,  OtL 
I^onclHtttom.  Jam*  s.  ^7i>. 

Lon«  If  land,  28.  69.  78.  b9.  S4g.  848,  258.  889.  862. 

Lons  P.srliament.  113. 

L»nl,  Bichard.  879. 

L>rd  Protector.  mh>  Cromwell. 

Lords,  House  of,  abotiahed,  287. 

Louis  XIV..  496.  .'.27. 

I^velace,  Gov.  of  N.  Y.,  8SS,  862,  86S. 

Lumber  trade,  112. 

Luther,  Martin,  L  CL 

Luther,  John,  I'M). 

Lynde,  Simon,  liL 

Lvon,  ship,  19. 

Lvtherland,  William.  2J5.  2S2. 
Lytton,  Sir  E.  B,,  "My  Novel,"  12Sil 


M 

Maokie,  J.  M.,  "  Life  of  Gorton,"  190, 129. 

Madaca.srar,  'vlO- 
Marslroiddyn,  li 

Magi^trati-s,  not  to  leave  the  benclL,2fiQ;  powers 

of,  &it\  865. 
Magnus,  squaw  sachem,  lliL 
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Maine,  1M,  882,  897,  89^ 

Major  General,  office  of;  41JJi  44L11S;  tobo  two, 

4C9:  elt'ctt'd  by  tho  i>eoiilc,  HB. 
Majority  of  Freemen  to  rule,  ISS^  202 ;  ago  of, 

Mal^tt,  Thoma*.  NV5,  WL 
Mandrick,  Mr.,  H^K 
Manhattan,  me  Now  York. 
Marble,  Willlain,  282. 
Market  dars  iSL 
Marlb<in>«Vh, 

Marriairefi,  Indian,  75^111:  Taw  of.205.213Q;  how 

publiiihtMl,  325;  number  of,  490 ;  fee, 
MarsbHehl.  S90. 
Martha's  Vineyard.  862,  52L 
Marthidale,  I»aac,  559. 
Mary,  tiucon,  2. 
Maryland, 

Mition,  MiO«'r  John,  91^      95,  847. 

Ma»on,  V^itt.,  of  Conn.,  .Vw- 

Ma*M>n,  Gov.  of  New  I  lamp.,  47ft. 

Ma8»achnsett«  Co.,  9^  Govt..  Indians,  78: 
receives  I'awtuxei  men,  111;  Narrt.  patent, 
lis:  olllrial  disconrtesy, HI :  lntrljtie.% Uil; 
rlaim.t  Warwick,  HI;  attacks  It,  isl ;  re- 
cent hi.Htorians  ot,  attempts  to  settle 
Warwick,  IM ;  de.Hiirn»  on  H.  !..  192.  217. 
281.  282.  23.'<.  277.  4  lU.  44.\  58.% ;  Imnan"aP 
fairs  lS»fi,  tkL  2'>8.  8.14.  83.5 ;  p4^r.>i<'cutcs  Bap- 
tists, 2.'U-6.  and  (Quakers  264-6.  26s-270. 
22E;  sued  bv  Gorton,  2.')H;  relca.^'5  Paw- 
tuxet  men,  2SI;  coins  silver,  ;£I2;  jiroiwses 
a  reference,  2<<,  807 ;  grants  declared  void, 
816:  opiKtsos  royal  eomms.,  822,  828,  32i; 
PhllipV  war  In,  407,  41ti;  oppre*j*ed  by  Kan- 
dolph,  MI;  quo  warranto.  4sl  ;  Dudley 
In,  4s3;  And^o^  49S;  Provisional  Govt, 
518:~TIoval  (lovt.  over,  &21. 

Mas.^chux'tl.'^  Colonial  Reconls.  referrc«l  to,  50^ 
in,  112, 12L  188.  177.  1S7.  1»h.  IPl.  217.  22?C 
gf-.S,  24' I.  2ir"^2l3r26Si  274^  27L  2S8,  8o:J, 
SyS,  822.  82;{,  8.J4,  lii 

Mafi-sifhup^'tts  llisloric^il  Collections  referred  to, 
m,  inTj  I^8i  l!>5i  M.  2y7j  847,  4A8,  456,  466, 

i^isii^vi.  m  ML  ^  r.i8.^2r 

Mas.<wcrc  at  Weatlier»field,  92;  Mystic,  94j 
Swanrey,  869,  896.  we  PhlfliTs  War. 

.MaMu.M)it.  .sachem  of  Wanipano8;f5*,  28.  89.  b7. 
120,  159,  212,^  889.  891,  892 ;  death,  »^T. 

M. It  Her,  I  nerea.se.  518,  515 

Mather.  "  Mairn.iliaT^ referred  to,  81^  2S,  80, 86, 

51,  58,  62.  91,  151,  KM. 
Mather,  "  Relation,"  reforrwl  to,  890,  391. 
Maverick,  «amuel,  805. 
MawKup,  Sachem.  889. 
Maxon,  or  Maflpion,  Ulchard,  188. 
Mayflower,  the  ship,  7»  12^  ML 
Mayo.  Samuel.  24i  'iUL 
Mfarfure.-*  and  weiu'lits,  3C9.  UML 
Medlleld  burnt,  ML 
Mcctluf?  of  Puritan  clorjnr,  2^ 
Mftarumet,  417.  see  Philip. 
Metaphysics  detlned,  5s  a. 
Merrimack  river,  liL 
Morry  Mount,  Ih. 
Me!'.•i^>n^'e^*,  see  Embassies. 
Mi'xham,  son  of  Canonicu!»,  213. 
MiantlnomI,  sachem,  ii.24,  70,  74,  SL      ?1 99^ 

154, 158.  176,  lli  179, 190S8.  276.  391,  892, 

430;  death,  ll.VlTT^ 
Military  expeditions.      fia.  95,  ing,       19fl.  197i 

UliL  246,  896,  401,  406:  stores  apiwrtioncil, 

2,3!! 

iMPitla  orfranization.  121  141.  144.  204.  258.  819, 
/      8;^n.  42*?.  4~!<.  •-■iii ;  confffcta  wllh  royal  p>v- 
'        ern«»r.*,  .VJ.'.  ■)-'>■ 
Vllton,  John.  22:111, ;  a  friend  of  R.  Williams,  250. 


Mlne^  gold  and  silver,  2^;  coal,  22d. 
Minorities  protected.  21tfi. 
Mhden)eanor»,  articles  <if,  4.S0.  iSL 
Misr^uamiet>ok.  sec  Westerly. 
Mississippi  river,  Sfi. 

Mohearan  trlU-,  78,  ^:9, 9]^  98,  IM,  1>T.  199. 

275,  402.  ililL 
Mohawk  tribe,  78,  19\ 
Molasses,  duty  on,  584. 
Money,  Indian,  81 ;  values  of,  849. 
Monmouth,  Duke  of,  4>1. 
Mono^my  amonz  NarrU  Indians,  76. 
Montague,  Mary  Wortley,  £i2<in. 
Montauk  tribe,  78,  SL 
More,  John, 

Mortality  anionic  Indians.  78, 76. 
Mortvaged  lands  in  NarrL,  275,  815i. 
Morton,  Thomas,  KL 

"  Morion's  Memori-al,"  referred  to,  18, 22,  SSi, 

81,  91,  !<>«.  165,  16S.  m  Aid. 
Mo^basuck  river.  40,  99,  Ifiji;  bill,  881. 
Moshcr,  Hueb,  216. 
Mother  Goose,  Ijiiliu 
Motto  on  SUte  Seal,  1^ 
Mount  Hope,  28, 8t>S,  89&  897.  415.  452. 458.  iSt 

45S. 

Mumford,  Thomas,  267, 847. 
Munday,  a  pirate,  UST 

Munler,  of  Oldham,  fill  of  an  Indian,  lifi;  of 
Miantlnomi.  117;  of  House,  846;  ofWet-k*. 
870;  of  Clawikon,  IfiS, 

Mystic,  river  and  fort,       town,  gsl- 


N 

Namcook  pnrchaso,  212. 
Nantes,  edict  of,  iluL 
Nantucket,  af52.  iaiL 

Narratransct  tribe,  ^  la.  24.  75-S6.  S9,  884.  SS9, 
A&i:  treaties,  W,  116. 144, 197, 19Sia»  :  decay 
of.  177-S,  417,  42":  wubmll  to  King  Cbarle*. 
190.  815;  Athert<tn"s  exrH<lition,  mi  early 
history,  212;  war  on  L'ncaA,  ^J4,  26L:  «>o 
I..ong  Island.  2ii  25;t ;  mortjmg'e  land.  iTSi 
8<>hool  for,  82!^ ;  plot*,  895-7 :  Join  l'luli^ 
401 ;  defeated,  4iM. 

Narragan-wt  Bav,  8^  22. 98. 824, 82S ;  coveted  1/ 
Mas-sachusctts,  112.  17^  889. 

Narra»ranset  patent,  llv-120.  277.  .^'i8■ 

Narraganset  countrv,  198, 195,  •.'<«4,  iM:  Athfr- 
ton  purchase,  ^72.  275;  claimed  by  Mnss., 
Conn.,  and  fkmily  of  Ilamllu^n.  277.  fesL 
304,  305,  807,  80%  81 4.  }J2s,  ;ii5,  Si<i-3^K  XA 
857,  866.  870-866.  42;i-.V  427.  440,  442.  HL 
4-17.  4.M.  4.V>-S  461.  468,  4^  m  479-  4-ift 
:■■-':».  .Vi".  .W.,  M5,  5^  annexed  to  IL  1..815. 
817  ;  bouncls.  888;  decisions  for  Conn.,  414 
^^:  s«'cured  to  R.  L,  851,  426,  4«,  .W; 
Dudley's  cov%  4^  464-6;  Andros,  H&l 
riots  in.  ti^ 

Na.sAaump,  S4,S!L 

Natiek,  895. 

Naval,  armaments  and  expeditions,  152.  246.^ 
522:  viel4)rv,  52L 

Neale,  Thomas,'  L2L 

Neale's  "  History  of  the  Par^Un^•'  4. 

New  KnclantL  causes  of  settlement,  1;  ante-Co- 
lumbian discovery,  21  q. 

"  New  Kngland  ensign,"  rvferre*!  to.  SSL  2& 

"  New  England  Geueal.  Kcglster,"  referred  t^ 

m. 

"  New  England  Judged,"  referred  to,  26\  W, 

278. 

"New  England  firebrand  quenched,"  referred 

to,  862  JL,  47^ 
New  llami»»hlre,  469,  470,  lag,  M5, 584 
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New  naren,  SJL IM. 

New  Jirftcv,  iil;  annexed  to  N.  E..  508,  53S. 

Now  London,  8«L       »+■''.       446,  MTJ^in. 

New  i^horcham,  lnc<iri>..  804. 

New  York,  118»  liL,  2iL  H14,  839,  862,  86«, 
4iL       ML  (Hi  W^ii  51L  M2 ;  In- 

dlanit  in,  78^  trade  with,  IM ;  mirrendcr  of; 
809 :  annexed  to  N.  Kng.."^  6!JiL 

New  York  docunicntB,  roffrred  to,  531.588 ; 
Broadheatrs  Hl^it.  of,  l.W 

Newbcrry,  Mx>»»..  8T0;  plantntion  In  R.  T~i2L 

NtiwlK'rry.  Walu  r,  424,  I2?i  800»  50S.  M2r 

Nvwhouao,  Thomnfl,~2SL 

Nowbnd,  Rlrhard,  558. 

Newman,  JL  C,  quoted,  22  2» 

Newport  settled,  71^  l^^  l.^f;  870/  rommlttee  of 
union,  Ijg.  2<H ;  consu-',  14g ;  uuion  with 
I'ortfuioulh,  148;  school  law,  1  In;  iirowth 
of.  27^  dijwutrocs  with  Torts.,  '/a,  ^fL 
4lk ;  iiroposala  for  rfunion,  2A4 ;  AV?y.  at, 
84.5;  freemen  in.  "ij^  fortifl.d,  83i>; 
War  tax.  881 ;  fast  riding  forbidden.  442; 
Androa  at.  aofl.  Slfl;  threatened  attack  on, 

Newtown,  MaM.,  see  Cambridjje. 

Newtown,  U.      laid  out,  li± 

NIantic  tribe,      12i  ^  ilili 

Nichols  Vol  Richard,       809,  814, 832, 884, 885, 

878,  439,  ifii 
Night-watch  established,  IfiS. 
Niles  Nicholiw.  liiL 

Nile.N  (Sainiiel,  "  II  1st.  of  Fr.  and  Eng.  wars,"  re- 
ferred to,  75^522. 

Nin.  cr.ifl,  suehein  of  Narrt,  816.  SS«.  339. 

Ninltfret,  sachem  of  Nianticas  74^  19.S.  199.  24S, 
2.Vi.  27G.  411.  i60. 

NIpmuck  tribe,  74,  222,  834.  899. 

Non-conformity,  flr*t  apiR>arancc  ot,  i. 

Nonsuch,  frigate,  5i2. 

Northlicld.  4*10. 

Nortliampt«>n.  40S.  ilS. 

North  Kingston  aettled,  li^S. 

Norwich,  ;t47- 

Notlcc  r«''iuire<l  on  Bailing,  iM. 
Nora  l»cotia,  iHA. 

O 

Oak,  the  Charter.  4OT,  504. 

Oaths.  Williams's  views  ajwH,  80;  Froemon's 

HI :  of  trade  and  nav.,  467,  478,  589;  IL  L 

Ideas  of.  Mi 
Ob«byince.  Indian  mode  o^  UL 
Oblivion,  act  of,  a23» 

Office,  penalties  for  reftising.  22^  236;  Tocanciet 

In.  how  tilled,  2fiL 
Officers,  under  Drat  charter,  211 ;  tinder  i^ccond 

charter,  "JSxL 
Oldham,  John.  <L  ^  11^5. 
Oiemn,  sea  laws  of.  adopted.  2fiL 
Olucv.  Thoma.M,  1<H»,  vh,  l(i7.  ISl.  22ft,  240.  245, 

m  2M,  2Wj  ji^  259.  261.  it95."^ 
Olncy.  Tlioma.%  ./rTsffh 

One  hundred  and  one,  rocorrenco  of  the  num- 
lK<r.  VilTL 

Opinlonl!«ti4,  tho  AntinomLins  so  stvled.  M. 
(►rrliards.  first  in  Masa.,  SLi;  in  IL  1^99,  laL 
Orejjon,  9fi. 

Orphan."*,  Indian  cflre  ot,  15. 
OuoAiueqiiin,  see  .Museasoit. 
Oxford  l  ulversity,  la. 
OysU'r  Bay,  ^ 


Faine,  Anthony,  133. 
Faine,  John,  868L 


Paine,  Capt.  Thoma*.  4T1.  B81.  g4g.  8B». 

Palmes,  Kdward,  469. 

Palmer,  a  pirate,  547. 

Pantheism,  Indian,  T9L 

Panthers,  18. 

Paper  money,  622. 

Papists,  none  in  11.  L.  490:  plot,  582,  538. 

Parker.  (Jeorge,  15j^  255.m> 

Particular  courts,  144. 

Partie^  colonial, 

Partrldure,  Alexander,  iii 

Pa*s[»orts  in  New  Knz..  I'.»9. 

Patent,  of  Micvs.,  WilllamN' treatise  on,  27, 

22;  attempt  to  enlarge.  IIS;  »«o  Charter. 
Patience,  island,  105,  172i  11^  ^ 
Patric,  Capt,  95. 

Paweatuck  river  and  town.  28, 12.  87.  277,  281. 
2S2,  ^  812,  5iL  525, 5JiiL 

Pawtuckct  river,  8i  IM;  falls  of,  iOi 

Pawtuxet  river,  liSi;  purcha.se,  lill ;  men  snb- 
init  to  Mass.,  Ill,  155.  174  ;  Oorton  moves 
to,  1 74-5 ;  to  chixise  its  iurls<ilction.  204:  an- 
nexed to  Mass.,  5W0,  Mil  <«  PIvm.,  282^ 
complains  to  Mass.,  247;  .Assy,  at,  24a; 
Ma.sA.  subjects  at  obstruct  K.  I^ilts:  submit 
to  U.  I.,2iiil;  ri>bbery  at,  211;  boundary  dla- 
put<>,  .V)i;. 

peace,  Kng.,  and  HoL,  2C7j  aM 

Peage.  see  Wampum. 

Peake,  Alderman.  8S0. 

Pea.«e,  William,  552. 

Pedlars,  act  against,  545:  taxH,  l^L 

Peirso,  Capt.  defeated,  40^  411L 

Pekar,  Capt.,  &iL 

Pel  ham,  Capt.  bHQ. 

Pemberton,  of  Westerly,  &S4i  555,  55d. 
Pembroke  College,  12. 
Pendleton,  .lames,  4S4. 
Pennsylvania,  52L 
Pension  act  866. 
Pensioners,  12. 

Pequot  trilw?,  89,  27fi,  816,  402,  ^Oj  war,  54^  62, 

64,  78,  74,  STj  JsizaiL 
Perjurv  law,  2tw. 

Persecution,  religious.  1S2  il:  of  Baptists,  ^l=jf ; 
-    of  Quakers.  264-6,  26S-270;  of  llugttenott, 

PcsslcuN  sachem  of  Narrt.  15S.  190,  197,  19^ 
199.  2iL  2^il,  24i  274  81.%,  SHL  824,  891. 

Peatilence  among  IhtS  Indians,  TB^H^t.  and  Eng- 
lif  h,  5ia. 

Pet4?r.  Hugh.  5L1&L 

Pcttiquamscot,  266,  277i        881,  84,%  851,  408. 


Ph<  he's  Neck.  62. 

Phili|»of  Pokanokct  87.831,  889,  8.V),  869,  SSS, 
892-6.  iLlrt.  11!L  liL  Uhl  deatli,  lllL 

Phlpps,  Sir  William,  2:i4u^89Siv,  622,  524-8. 
581. 

Pilgrims  S.  I;  differ  from  Puritan*,  12-14,  22^ 
166:  Influenced  by  them,  160,  iil. 

Flraev  and  Piratc^  494.  540.  Sjli  54;^.  M6.  517. 
5!»0,  552. 

Plato,  doctrines  of,  among  Indians  Z5. 
Plurality  law,  812. 

Plymouth  Co.,  L  i  29L  222.  862 ;  Oovt  of.  12, 
Li ;  claims  Sowams  69,  and  Aquedneck.  l.'W, 
and  Warwick,  1h4,  19L  «nd  llotf  Island, 
271.  4«V.*.  477 ;  oHier  claims  on  K.  1^  iMl^s. 
815.  ;W6,  440,  444,  471;  dealings  with  Mass., 
S9,  i-W,  281.  'J.S2.  2-S9 ;  proeiedinss  against 
Uorton,  164-^r;  establbhcd  church. "  819: 
seizes  Wamsutta,  8t>0;  summons  Philip, 
808:  arbiter  in  Harris  caused,  ISd ;  obudns 
.Mt  Hope.  4T>i,  4As :  rebuked.  4^4,  SOIj  re- 
sumes charter,  iilH;  unitoii  to  Mass.,  22&n., 
Mi. 
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Pocawt.  Mttloil,  II,  122.  870 ;  asnveTnent  to  cml- 

firrnto,  1:12 :  nuaied  Portsmouth,  lag.  14'S ; 
liKiiiin.s 

Pokanokrl  tribe,  ^  li  74, 212. 
r<»Il  tax,  Mi 
I'ol\i.'tunv,  ImliAn, 
l'c»rvlholMn.  Indian, 
roiH',  Francis  Afttf. 

1'ort.T.  John,  Ij^i,  m^lSMWi  222.  2«L  ?2*i  di- 
vorivd.  820. 

Port-^inoiith.  71, 122.  ISS.  129.  WL  20^,  »SL  81& 
:m;  Govt.,  lii<i  llil ;  M^panitlon.  ISi:  t-lrc- 
tlon,  184.  l.y) :  union  with  Newport,  148 


P(»a'i«  hsion  by  right  of  iliwovory,  2&L 
Post  routos  »  -stftbli.*licd. 
Potowoinat.  272,  4ASi  40L 
Potter.  Abell.  lllL. 
Potter,  <fi'onrc,  laa. 
Potior,  Natlianiel, 

VotU-r,  lltybvTl,  lik  IM.  167.  IWj  13L 

Potter,  lion.  K.lC  "  lll^'t.  or^irracansot,"  ro- 

f.  rn-.l  to,  196,  2«L  276.  »lfi.»17. 4<W.  460.  508. 

fXi7.  f>4.'>. 

Poverty  of  tlio  rolonl5tfl.  251^  818. 
Powtiw.t,  Indiun,  !£. 
l*ow»lt  r.  r»  fusk^><l  to  K.      i:."^.  25i 
I'owiT.  Nirlioiiis,  1 7r».  W.  1>7. 
Prfiiiiiblo  to  th«'  C(kK'  of  Ui47,  liltJL 
Pr*Miii  tions  ful tilled.  41  fit  AIL 
Pn-t-mption  ritfhL-*.  liiL 
Prf.'.liyit  rinnl'nn  in  Kntrland.  2^. 
PresbVtt'ry  fiared  In  Mast.,  ifl. 
PrertliK  nt,  duties  of.  21L 
Preiss  the,  und»T  Andros,  Ta\<. 
Pretentler,  birth  of  the,  ^^J2^  !l2iL 
Priee.s  of  produce,  IJ^  HVi,  »41».  150. 4iL 
Prince,  tJov.,  of  I'lviii.,  2^  -W.  iNl>.  ;J00. 
PriMoe.  Uev.  Thori>:i«.  "  Annulj.."  referred  to,  IL 
1«.  1L22,  7i>i    lntro«l.  to  Masons  lIi*t.,"fiL 
Prl!M«ner5,  BupjMjrt  of,  351, 
Priwnj*  t..  b«  built,  l£L  2iL  25?k  ^  tsfi.  r>32 
Privntcern  ou  Iho  co!i>t,  4(ii»,  47ti  477,  4>i»i  520, 

r>2i  .'I'j'i 

PrlvaUering  In  R.  L  24«,  247,  2M,  47lj  act 
a;.'uin^t.  47^.  L&L 

Probate  l.iw,  2l^^  illji 

Pro|K)sitions  the  Hve.  of  16<».  817,  81  a 

Prot<  (<tanti»,  two  partie*  of,  3»  IL 

l'rot.•^t^  *W,  :W5,  JW,       a'.a,  HfA 

Provi.lence,  40,  6LL  7o.  y7.  127.  1^1.  201.  Sa\  818. 
».S1,  407.  4'  N  42?r4'TO,iil!g:  the  LI  pmprl- 
etons  liJOj  division.'*  of  land,  101,m;  ptvt, 
102.  103-110;  civil  c«)rnpact,  H >3 ;  first 
church.  107  ;  riot^,  110,  2M-  e»>nclliatoa  the 
Indians  120;  growth  of.  121.  272:  inntnic- 
tions,  1 23 :  (Jorton  at,  1 72- 4 :  dis'-en-'ions  at, 
172-4.  242-fi.  m>r^\  S-U  !V.S,  4f>«; 
ttvoKetaof  .\s.st.«..  'j4.'>-ri;  frectnen  In,  2^; 
fortilled,  2.'»S;  ju-itieeV  court,  2jii;  boumhiry 
dlMtutes,  42l'-4^{\  t»HG:  AK«y.  to  njoet  regu- 
larly at,        cl.ninied  by  Conn.,  M5. 

Proxy  vot.-N  m  21^^811. 

Prmleiico  Island.  sT^  UHk  172,  J2fi.  fiflS ;  Joined  to 
Port-s.,  201:  lndo^>(•ndent,  .'W2-8. 

Ponihani.  fiu-iieni  ot  Shnwoinet,  74,  176.  1S4, 
191.  19«».  20'.  271.;jO-i.8!6.  S24.  392. SOS :  »ub- 
mits  to  .M:tv«.,  I  t7;  rebcb*,  89a;  death,  417. 

Pnnctiinlitv,  an  Indian  trait,  £s2. 

runt*hjueiit.*.  Indian,  hS;  Inflicted,  123,  142, 
2:.7,  2.'>>.  2<>1.  27.\  Hi:*.  «20.  .H29,  iif>l. 

Puritans,  rix*  of  the,  disown  other  secta,  4j 
two  kinds  oi;  6i  policy  iu  Masj*.,  10,11.  52. 


67 ;  aim  at  Indopcndenco,  82^  198:  chararp- 
t«r  of,  48-6;  pidemio  habitit.  ft6^  intt-j.mtv. 
92:  bipotry.  141  n.:  hostility  to  li.  L  H^"t, 
4<r2:  apoloffj- for,  ls^n. ;  iK-rsecute  Gorton- 
Istt,  177-^'.>.  niid  B.-iptisls  2iit&.  and  yank - 
eni,  2i>4-^>.  2*^^270.  2i3 :  thr«-at\  iSdnj  hatcl 
("romwell,  274;  triMitmcnt  of  the  ludiann. 
891,  and  of  R^Lj  1112;  their  caUmate  of  An- 
dros, an. 
l*yncheon,  John,  469. 


Qnakaug  shell,  &L 

Quakers  IM,  IHl,  SHI  820,  826.  899.  4?i».  49u\ 
M«"> :  arrival  In  IkK^ton,  iCA;  |»ors<'outc<l. 
,  2»l.V«.  26*^70.  278;  debate  with  WilliaoiN 
8.'>9-8«2T4Sr 

Quarter  Courts,  144. 

Quebec,  tcil. 

t^ueries  of  Board  of  Trade,  4^ 

Questions  dlseu8»ed  In  the  Antinomlan  cootro- 

versy,  &4;  put  at  Gorton's  trial,  IML 
Quldneselt  jturehaae,  '272. 
Quinapln.  a  baehem,  IIL 
Quiney.  Hon.  JoMah,  29^  872,  8ia,  8(>4. 
Quinnebauz,  iUL 
Quit-rent  In  K.  L,  KB,  JjilL 
Ijuoruni  established,  2i)2. 
Quota  of  trooi)s,  fl2N  529. 
Quotenls  islan<l,  IIH. 

Quo  warmnlo,  wrlU  of;  430,481,488,  4S4.  492; 
tbrcAti'iitKl,  fr44.  Ci&l. 


Races,  law  of  snccofwlon  of,  4jO-8. 

Uan»l<di)li.  Edward.  41 S  4<>7.  4<;9.  4TL  4S0-3l  498. 

494,  f)4>2,  511,  JiliL  ML  biST^ 
RapEs 'Tlist.  <if  Eng."  n-ferretl  to,  232. 
Ray,  Simon,  H03. 

i:e.il  estate,  tenure  of.  In  R.  L  14ft~9. 

Reci[>n)cal  oneaceioi-nts  2A.%.  22n  :117. 

Records  of  Prov..  1(>2;  of  Ports.  1.'.9;  of 
Warwick,  2tio.  8Wa:i6.  84",  ij4.  £>EJ  of 
CVKldinuton's  govt,  259;  of  Oen.  Assy.  lost. 
524.  W6. 

Red     :i,  MOj  &4i 

Reformation,  the,  Ij  2 ;  checked,  4;  aims  of.  ^ 

Re^'try  of  births  *r.,  8^  615. 
Rehobotli,  aee  Seoconek. 

Religious  Fn-cdoiii,  at  ProT.,  libi;  at  AqucdiUTk. 
149,  152 ;  In  first  charter,  2tiO-l ;  succt-A^ful 
215;  how  euarded,  2.V2 :  deflned  bv  Wil- 
liams 2M-5;  defended  by  R.  2<5fi;  |n 
second  cliarter,  222 ;  a<lvocatcd  by  Kandolph. 
4>5,  an<l  by  Andros  jj}!:  muint.nined  In  R. 
rjiflSi;  alloweil  by  Jan)es  IL»  5«i,  iilii. 

RelitfiouH  views  of  the  Indians  li 

Remonstrance.  a.s  to  comniisftions  aminst  the 
Dutch,  211;  Narrt,  Indians  to  the  Englislv, 
2<U;  R  L  aptinst  AtherU)n  Co.,  IfiL 

ReiM»rt  of  Coma,  of  16SS,  ILL 

Representative  system  adoptc<l.  202. 

Republican  feelini;,  unknown  In  MaM.,  S8  ;  per- 
vades R.  L,  205.  207,  M3, 224 ;  i«rty  In  R.  I , 
222.  &12. 

Resldvnec,  how  obtained,  46*L 

Restoration  of  the  StnartA,  2LL 

Revenue  system  of  Andros,  5£B. 

Revolution  against  Andros  ■MO-.MI 

"Revidution  In  N.  Eng.  JuatiHod,"  referreU  to, 

Reynolds,  Jamca,  425. 
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Romoldn.  W11II*TH.  liB. 

*•  I'hcMle  bland  Colciilal  Kecord*,"  rtferred  to, 

ISH.  m.  825,  tiri^  et  pOMiitn. 
*•  llhi^  Island  IfbtT  ColU."  rcferrtid  to,  112, 

Hh«Hli!  Island,  State  of,  orijrln  of  name,  lOj  need 
of  a  charter,  Ul;  deby  In  unitlnjr.  Ihi^Jj 'ia  ; 
reJiM'ted  by  N.  K.  Lea^uo,  157.  '^23:  name 
adu[>ted,  IM I  first  charter,  ;  esUbllah- 
ment  of  demoemoy  and  of  rvUclous  freedom 
.  both  orljflnal  with.  '2v7,  'hf>;  virtually 
lndepen(it'nt.2"7.  <  4  ;  resemblance  to  the 
Federal  I  nion,  '111  n. .  partlo.-*  In,  iii 
517;  danger  from  Indians,  Vfi'i ;  t'txlding- 
toas  »chi-me.  222;  diMnenib<-n<d,  'j-tH ;  re- 
nnlted.  2-IA  251 ;  dl>s«  u»lon«  In.  24^  'iM.  247, 
841.  854-  caiiM*  of  these,  i44,  JiM ;  their  ef- 
fect in  KntrlancL  249 :  loyalty  of,  mar- 
tial »i>lrlt  of,  JiM ;  protects  ijuakern,  266^  26S. 
5159,  and  .Iew^  4i  •'-K ;  appoints  oOlrors  in 
Narrt.  279;  netlti<ins  fur  a  new  charter, 
^tm ;  two  ejiocns  of  Ita  hb-tory,  2s&-7 ;  recog- 
nizes Indian  land  tttlc.«,  :^!tik2;  Kins's  Pro- 
vince aj«<ii(nied  to,  Slii,  817;  «»ppo»e8  X'hlUp'a 
War,  89y ;  but  not  consulted,  4t>2:  the  war 
in,  408.  415,  lis ;  treatment  of  capti veN  Hii ; 
renewed  stni^'Kles  for  exL-itence,  440,  'wtC  • 
fttatUtical  account  of,  46<*,  4v<-491 ;  writ  of 
quo  warranto,  iaJ  ;  charUTliif^pei)ded,  i<Si ; 
mailcone  county,  501 ;  rightj*  vindicated  by 
Andron.  5o5.  510;  resumes  the  clurter,  SLi ; 
cloee  of  the  "  formation  |H'ri«Ml,''  519 ;  righta 
infrln^d,  521;  decision  m  favor  o^~S2I;  ex- 

I>o»cd  condition  of,  588 ;  charges  against, 
41,  M2i  &y.  !itL  U2;   a  quo  warranto 
threatened,  5VL  52:11;  flrco  legislation  of,  ll£^L 
Rhodes,  Zechariah,  Kri,  255,i3i 
I.'lchards,  conjttable,  Hiln, 
Kirhanlson,  William,  m 
Kichlson,  Am.,  879. 
Richmond,  Edwanl,  416,  Jl12. 
Rirkard.  Oeorjje,  liiS. 
Riding;  fa.Ht,  forbiddt  n,  442,  iSL 
"  Ri«f's  Narrative,"  referred  to.  &1L 
RIoLn  at  I'rov.,  110.  174.2:>4;  at  Portj..  120. 1  TO; 
at  Warw  ick,  211 ;  at  WesUrly,  2^  SSOTTii 
KinK's  Province,  555,  S5L 
Robiniwn,  Rev,  John,  liL 
Robinson,  Willicm,  m 
RochefoucaulL,  maxim  of,  220. 
Rochester,  KiUKi^ton  so  called,  4^  fiQL 
Rocky  Mountain^*,  SiL 

lt<»j;€  n.,  or  Ro<lt'er^  .laoics  195,  268,  271,  278, 

274.  '.m-,  dedth,  iiL 
Rosrers,  .John,  f**!!. 
RoKcrs,  Capt,  520. 
Roman  Catholics,  274.  400.  582. 
Romllly,  Joseph,  li. 
Roome,  John,  188,  2^2. 
l:o«etU  Stone,  11M.il 
IU>s»i.  fHpte,  42i.  ilL 
Rowlands»)n  ^  Mrs.,  "^iarmtlve,"  41S. 
Rowley,  ISL 
Roxbury,  1S7,  M2. 
Royalist  party  in  R.  I.,  222,  229.  51T. 
Runnent,  Indian,  S8. 
Ryswick,  treaty  of,  ^  589. 


8 

8.ibbfttarians.  421 

Sachem*.  p<iwer  of  the, 

.'^aehuest.  IS2L 

Sn«IU  lr.  Mrs.  Anne,  iL 

batlln.  John,  427.  44:),  447.  457.  464. 

bulAfios,  806,  S^yi.  8<»,  582.  ^  . 


Sale  of  Indlaitt,  4in,  41»,  m 

Sulem,  9,10,20,21,24,^6,84,85,  1S7,  2£!l 

Salmon. 

SaltonstalL.  Nathaniel,  ifltL 
Samp,  st,^ 

Sandfor.1,  John,  124.  127.  144.  208.  22fi.  255^  861. 

274.  27H.  815,  827,  Ut,  iWj  I'n  j...  i^^T^ 
SandJiml,  PeletJ,  4:iL  ^±L  U2.  ilL  4«j',>,  473.  bOft, 

526,  689,  64L  ^  iiil  ;"(7ov..  jb^J^  405,  liiL 
Sand.s  James  80S.  84HI. 
SasMCUs,  BJichem  of  Pequots,  89,  93,  95. 
Snunder^  TobiiLs.  2IL  SKTlwIT 
Sttuaaman.  an  Indian,  895-0. 
Savo^'e,  Thoma«.  124,  4li2. 
Savase,  M^jor,  8967^ 

SttVttife,  Hon.  James,  refi  rred  to,  22.  27,  84.  50. 

63.  117.  140.  147.  W!,2:ii. 
Saybrook.  89, 1»2,  98,  95,  tUL 
Sayles,  John. 

Scalping,  learned  ft"om,  the  French,  I5i 
Scarcity  of  provisions, 
Scltuate,  Mass.,  •is4- 
Scot,  or  Scott,  John.  221L  300,  8K.<UV 
Scott,  Richard,  108r  ^  I'athcrlne,  his 

wife,  209;  Mary  anu  Palleuco,  dauRhtera, 

m. 

Scotch  story.  1 S8  n. 

Scouting  parties  5?W. 

Sea  laws  ttdopt«  <l.  2<>4,  4iU- 

Si  al  adoi>ted,  li9.  204, 806 ;  of  N.  ¥.ng.,  495;  of 

.\ndros,  496 :  of  li.  L  broken,  506;  new  ono 

procured,  fillL 
Sealed  ballots  used,  12L 
Seaconnet,  89.\  414,  ilL 
Sealers  of  weiehts,  869,  UIL 
Seamen,  prott-cted,  4^ 
Secretary,  tluties  of.  146. 
S.MlKwick.  Samuel,  8n%  2^5. 
Sedition  act,  855,  8.*>S.  45^1,  5^  5iL 
Seekers,  doctrines  of,  Ihl  n. 
Seekonk,  river  and  town.  89,  4L  72,  97.  101.  115. 

120.  285,  307.  853,  8S.9,  40s,  &aL 
Separation,  the,  4-fi- 
SequasAon,  a  Conn,  sachem,  1 15.  116 
Scrj:eant,  town,  duties  of.  Ml ;  deputy,  278. 
Servants,  law  to  protoet.  ^^i- 
SeasionB  of  Assenibly,  brief.  2iil ;  reuulatlons  of. 

270:  secret,  272;  technical,  iSd;  see  Oen- 

eral  AK'»y. 
Shaw,  (Jeonre,  138. 
Sliawmut,  iM.'e  Ronton. 
Shawomet,  see  Warwick. 
Shetlleld,  J<i«'ph.  -W-'^N 
Sherman.  Philip.  121.  127.  l:V\  219.  229. 
Shipbuilding,  LtL 

Shotten,  Samr.S4»n,  m»  158,  167,  176,  HSL 

ShruWiluess,  Indian,  ii. 

Shrimpton,  Samuel.  4<.!> 

Silver  ore.  225 :  coliuul,  2I2» 

"Simplielti.s  l)efence,''  referred  to,  1C7,  163, 

175,  1S8, 1>6,  Iv^  194, 8-i2. 
Six  Nations,  tribes  IS. 
Sizars  iSL 

Skelton.  Rev.  Samuel.  20.  24,  26.  2S. 
Skirmish,  first,  w  iih  Indians, 
Slate  ri>ck,  ilL 

Slavery,  law  ntrainst,  840,  408,  419. 
Small-pox.  78,  i23. 

Smith,  Adam,  "  Wealth  of  NatioMi,  "  referred  to. 

Smith,  Edwanl,  m 

Smith,  CftDt  John,  S 

Smith,  John,  the  miller,  97,  101.  MQ. 

Sndth.  John,  of  Worwick,  219.  222,  295;  Pre*., 

2H1  

Smith,  Rev.  Ralph.  22,  l&L  155. 

Smith.  Richard  lt'5.  2C6.  272,  2>2.  807.  80'*.  812, 
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88S.  m.  366.  4.M.  4:^6.  45T.  468.  469.  478.  48«. 

4K4,  BOOj  ftinfj  JjOi.  Si 
SmifTuincTianl,  Jr.,       806,  807,  4S4. 
yniithrtiM,  L^IL 
Stiiytli.  Franris.  19ft. 
HtM'ho,  Anclu*ni  «f  Narrt.,  2Ifin. 
So«!ii'ty  for  l'ro|>ag5itlnff  the  Gospel,  .VtA 
Soconocu,  Badioo)  of  Tawtuxot,  14^  176;  iub- 

init-*  to  Ms^H.,  177.  IM, 
8o|»hv  .Manor,  M  f  I'rutKncc  Inland. 
Soul  'Liberty,  Wllllniiis'  views  of,  126.  2M;  see 

KelttrtuuA  FreeUoni. 
Southt-rlown,  2IL  ^         «08,  812;  named 

Stouln^ton,  8.S8,  which  »«c 
8owauis  ^  JK  .t'-s. 
l*p«rJvi»,  .FartMlTlii  il&Q. 
SiK'ctlwfll,  the  Vi'S.'H!!,  L 
{?i»irer,  Thotlla.^  liJJL 

SpiHtv  Mtle  oC  forhliidcn,  ^  2M ;  soiled,  42Sl 

r'taiDiXTs'  Hill,  STian, 

i<t.in<li.-«h,  Miles.  15,  897. 

Stanton,  or  Stai^ton,  Robert,  183.  276. 

Stanton,  Kobon.  tho  younger,  41(>. 

Stanton,  Mary,  mi 

Stanton.  TlioiuaA,  846. 

Stu|il»  !<.  W.  K.,  "  AnnalA  of  Prov.''  reforred  to, 
1«)1.  10->.  I'Jl.  167.  214.  254.  256. 

8«V,       ilK  6^  MH  ^ 
Star  (..'hambor.  4,  4L 
State,  tenn  first  a|»|)Iied  to  U.  L,  li2. 
Statistic*  of  II.  L,  4sv-4'Jl. 
Stj»iij.'liton,  CupL,  lifi. 

Stuuu'liton,  liov.  William,  80S  *ML  IM^  469, 
Ml 

Stevt'ii>on,  Marniaduke,  2IS» 
Stirlinjr,  Karl  of,  iiftl. 
Slocks  12N.  142,  2A7,  818i470. 4Sfi. 
Stone.  Cnpt.,  iiL  i^L 

Stoninuton.         !W4,  m  841.  843-6,  a48,  851. 

«,V..  8414.  liL  457,  iCr,  521,  &afl. 
Stranjri-.  Lott,  Slfi 
Struwlx-rrios,  s4. 

Stubbs,  (iuak«-r  preacher,  860,  861. 
Study  Hill.  iii. 
Sturgeon,  siL 

i*tiivvi.sant,  (fov.  Tcter.  2iL 

Styk•^  l're^ldent,  his  Diarj-,  12L 

Subnilsbion,  of  i'a«  tuxel  men  to  Ma*..  Ill ;  of 
the  harht  in.N  190,  ^  541i;  U.  L  to  <'n»m- 
well,  iM.  2.'»7  :  i)f  Cod(lln>.'ton,  259 ;  of  I'aw- 
tuxet  men  to  It.      267 ;  law  against,  2IiL. 

8ul)!'crii)tlon  book  of  .lames  UiJL 

SucecN^lon  of  Uaees,  law  of  the,  4g(Mt. 

Hudbury,  iUi. 

Bulfolk  county,  nnnexatlonit  to,  281. 971 
Sucar,  duty  on.  4s  1. 
Sunilny  law^.  ^  H«7,  iM. 
Sujiremacy.  ael  <if.  iL 

Sn|>renie  (  ourl  ovor  N.  Kngr.  a.«ked  for,  44ft. 

Surt'erv.  Ii^en^e  to  praclW, 

SuttonV  Ho>piUil,  JlL 

Swanzcy,  !<96. 

Sweden  ^urrender.  8<19. 

Swimmers,  Indian.  ^ 

Swine,  acts  reKulatinir.  182.  UL  1^3. 

Syno*l  at  Newtown, lii=2. 


Talcot,  Mfllor.  m.  115. 
Talluian.  IVtcr.  ■.'7'i.  a-JO. 
Titf  htassuck.  huc  hi  tn  of  Narrt,  SIS. 
Taantoo,  852,  ^56,  m 


TaTorn,  first  In  R.  Lt  12S;  lirens^  257;  r*fii- 

lated.2fiQ:  act  n  jioaled.  4^3. 
Taxes  laid.  2<}5,  'iTi,  iLL  27rt,  8 J 8,  820,  829,  SSI, 

846,  8.Vi,  £H»,  4Tij,        521.  5!iN  510.  .^2«•.  Ml, 

682.  M2 :  laws  oi;  8661  441.  Mi :  difficult  U» 

coiieet,  &a4. 
Temp<Taiice  iietition,  the  earliest,  824. 
Terry,  Thoma.\  :iofl. 
Tt(»t  Act  In  Mo.-**.,  17-19 ;  results  of.  6^ 
Tew.  Itlehord,  2*5.  21^ 
Thamon  river,  ^  Itfi. 

ThankNTivlnir  davs  gO,      95,  96.  506, 50S,  5Q9. 
Thatcher's  "  Indian  Biography,"  referr«?d  Us 
lis. 

Thatch«'r,  Don.  Coll.  of  Boston,  ilL 
"The  Truth  ExalUid,"  referred  to,  861. 
Theocracy  in  MaM>..  J£l 
ThomiMMm,  Kobert, 
ThrooKinorton,  John,  UKL 
Tibbitt.*,  Henry, 
Tiverton,  8S9,  585. 
Tobacco.  Hi  4iiL 
Toekwotten,  10. 

Toleration,  how  v{ewc<l  by  the  PnritonA,  44^  45. 
Tomahawk,  not  of  Indian  origin,  Hl 
TonnoKC  dutio^ 

Torrt  v,  .Jf*eph,  250.  276,  806,  807,  812,  .527.  841, 
WH,  ft44. 

Town  House,  name  first  given.  ."V^- 
Town  charters  granted,  '/•itj;  <»ovt».  provided 
for,  4.S7. 

Towns  incor|»orated,  887,  864,  366,,  42S.  44J; 

names  changed,  4'n\ 
Town  (.■«>uncil^  >'04.  466 :  their  engagement, 

221:  powers  oi;  860. 
Trainini;,  fin«t  peneral,  129 
TreiL-K)n  trials,  Ik<w»  tt,  248j  Harrl«.  V>i. 
Treat,  MaJ.  (ien.,  4W,  401,  408,  4<.H»:  Gov.  oi 

t'onn..  .Vifi- 

Treatv.  with  ,Ma.«*a»olt,  SI ;  Miantlnomi,  22. 

Xarrt..  144,  121;  ChurehX  414:  of  i:y»- 

wirk.  rmr^ 

Trial  of  three  murderers  at  I'lvmouth,  KXL 

Tribute  paid  b^  Indians  815,  ^ 

Trimndn;^  a  j>intte,  .Vil 

Trinity  Colletre,  AL 

Trinity  C'hureh  memorial,  559. 

Trippe,  John.  IM. 

Troops,  roval,  first.  In  N.  Eng.,  49S. 

Tr<Mit,  LL- 

Tniekmasten*.  18ft 

Trumbull's  "  Hist,  of  Conn."  referred  to,  ?«.  HI 

142. 197.  Hi.  4a5L5!iL 
Turner.  Law  rence,  806. 
Tiirkeys,  w  ild.  Ml. 

Turks,'  inoculation  derived  f^om  the,  528  n, 
"  TyiKS  of  Mankind."  i^SL 


UncM,  Mobem  of  Mohcpins,  ^  II4  it«  HI 
158. 10-9.  224.  2»>4,  .S92.  ML 

rnderhill.  t'apt  John.  tU,  91,  22,  25.  246. 

rrtlfonnity,  act  of,  .Sj  atumpteij,  in  Mam.,  H 

Unite«l  Colonies  of  N.  Enjr.,  ll.V  117.  IM.  I«T 
199, 224,  239.  246.  24i  m  26s,  27^^^^ 
5115;  refuse  K.  I^  221];  declared  to  be  usurp- 
ers. 816. 

Unlver»alij«t  preacher,  trial  of  a, 

rniversitioa,  Kn^lisb,  classification  of  students, 

rp<like  house,  lii5n. 

Vphain,  Charles  W.,  ISSn.,  ifiln. 

I'selton,  .  pnnishe<l.  351. 

U&her,  John,  5u8.  ^ 
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T 

YAccination,  5^ 

Vaiif.  Gov.  ?*lr  Ihnry,  iW,6!L56i  67.  CO^  TO, 
»S.      1^4.  141.  24t».  250.  25^ 

Vftuchan.  William,  'illL 

VriU  <liMll^•l(Ml  In  Mash.,  2& 

Venison,  5i  m 

Verdict«,  iinfxplaint'il,  ■isVt. 

V«rln,  .lojihiia.  ftL  lOL  IMi 

Vfrnun.  Danli-l,  4H6. 

Vvrrazano,  Ul»covors  R.  L  IQ, 

VIcc-royalty  propowl  for  N.  Enp.,  585,  fi8& 

Vlowi-rs  of  corn,  Jtc,  appointed,  LJ2. 

Vincent,  P.,  2L 

VtndicUvenests  Indian,  75. 

Virginia,  5L  ili  S^L 

Voting,  with  e«'al«Hl  ballots.  ISl:  by  nroiv.  14^ 
an,  iM ;  requijiitos  for,  l.V> ;  frauaulent, 
827  :  how  punished,  829;  in  Gen,  Amy., 


W 

Wa<l» worth,  Capt,  iS^ 
Wales,  tS^ 
Walker,  John.  IM. 
Walker.  Tliomas,  filiL 
Wall,  John,  m. 
WalU'*-,  MsOor  John,  620. 
WnlniiL\  !iL 

Wauipanoa«  trlbo.  28,  73,  120^  266,  ^  iSSi. 
W.inipiiiu-|>eui;e,      1x57227.  liii 
Wamsutta,  Nichoni  of  Wuniftanoags,  266,  S.S7, 
ass-.<»2. 

Wanai^iuatnckct  rlTer.  99, 101^  ^  JSfi. 

War.  IVquot,  !ii_Sifi;  M^ejj.  and  Narrt.,  11  .VIC. 
19«>;  r.  <.'oln.  and  Narrt.,  197,  iJ^;  KmPTand 
IT^.  241^  fCHi,  and  Fran.  o,  830;  PhlllpV, 
;  Fr.  and  Eng.,  tilH ;  alarm  oi;  156^ 

Wanl,  Kcv.  N..  quoted, 

Ward.  Attorney  General,  .M7. 

Warner.  John.  WL.  n«i  1''7.  190.  222.  288.470: 

trials,  iih 
WarranLH  a;;aiust  I  Lorrls^SCS,  854. 
Warren,  Iti  IL 

Warwick,  112,  m,  122»  176.  ITl,  201.  905, 
818,  ?Ci3:  attacked,  1m>-8;  Mttlcirunt  ^n<»- 
{K-nded,  1^9 :  apjK'al  t<»  Knt'.,  IIM,  2-'»> ; 
named,  12li;  return  to.  191,  orpanlzed, 
2(»<> ;  fear  of  Indian.^,  222 ;  (ten.  AN>y.  at, 
22r>.  345,  Jfri^  ilL  ilit ;  demands  protec- 
tion, 229 ;  annexed  by  Maw.,  2:<o-l,  to 
rivm.,  Iloyal  Corns,  at.  816.  a  19.  822; 

protects  HA  .S2f..  842,  8.'.9.  365.  di.-piito 
with  Newport.  886;  broken  up.  4<.>rt  ;  burnt, 
40s;  battle  near.  415:  Dutch  »n>tiirbancc  at, 
241 ;  proposes  reunion,  242,  24-'< ;  two  seta 
of  AsalH.,  245, 2ili :  (»ne.s  Hat5.,  25s ;  w  ntenco 
of  banlshnunt  miti::atc«l,  2G^  ;  order  for  It* 
repeal,  4i2;  riot,  271  :  boundary  di.«pute!S 
482->*,  545;  aeonts  in  En^'.,  iiH; 
Potowonuit,  iin. ;  addrew  to  tho  Kin:;,  ilii; 
wolves  in,  liOi;  elalinod  bv  ronn..idii. 

Warwick,  Earl  of.  UiL  liiS.  2l7.  21;2i  ^ 

Watch,  esUblUhed,  l^^ftill 

Watch  Hill,  881. 

Water  bailies.  204. 

Water  mill,  IM, 

Wat^'rhouae.  Dr.,  LH^n. 

Waterman,  NHthiitilel.  iliL 

'Waterman,  Klchjird,  97.  100.  107.  lie.  1S4.  1ST. 


Water*,  Tho^)a^  ^ 

Watertown,  1S7 
Wattacono'.'e'i,  190. 
Weatherstleld,  92,  ^ 
Weaver,  ('apt,  521L 

Wceounkboiis,  squaw  sachem  of  Nlantica,  460. 
4f>1. 

Weotamo,  squaw  sacbeni  of  Pocassct,  ^5L  892, 

895,  899. 
Welghta  and  mea«ures  869,  HSL 
Weirs,  used  bv  lndian^  StL 
Weld'B    Ki.«e,'  UelKn,  and  Huln."  62.  68,  M,  G5. 
Wells,  arrested,  4fiL 
Weequasheooke,  885t. 
Westcott,  Holn-rt,  212. 
Westcott,  Stukelv.  UHy,  107.  245. 
Westerly,  276,  217.  'l^L  816,  888,  841,  844,  S4A, 

WH,  860.  851,  8:^,  855,  857,  864.  446.  453, 

4&V7.  4«>1.  WO,  582,  645,  552,K!ii;  Incorp., 

887 ;  called  Havorshj»m,  4'v\ 
Weston,  Francis,  loo,  107, 110,  176.  ISl 
Weymouth,  269,  ML 
Whaless  ii5. 

Whaley,  the  rejflclde,  413. 
Wharton,  Klchanl,  [iSi. 
What  cheer,  4^  lUL 

WheelwrlfrhtrKt^v.  John,  52,  56j  procccdlogB 

atfainst,  .S9  («.  ftL 
Wblppintr-poft,  to  be  made,  128.  142.  820.  851 ; 

abolished,  mm 
Whipple,  John,  ^r,  SSL  425, 6^  523. 
Whltfjift,  Archbisho]!,  5. 
Whortleberries.  S4. 
Wlckenden,  William.  Iffl,  181. 
Wlcke.H,  Francli<.  97,  llHT 
Wickes,  John,  1837  167.  170.  17<,  1S7. 190.  829. 

2fd.  272.  84?r*IearR,  870.  — 
Wlckford.       272,  '.i^^  805.  884,  8»,  844-7,  ififi. 

427.  &iJ  ;  Conn,  court  at,  86H. 
Wigwams,  S5. 

WlllM.re,  Samuel,  124,  127.  It^  131.  267 ;  Mr., 
liLL 

Wllcocks.  Mr.,  4ihi 

Wlllard,  Major,  2^3. 

Willett,  ThomaN  ii^^^L  814.  890. 

William  III.  and  Marv.  fiHL  518,  515,  582.  543. 

Williams,  Prtn  idencc,  lo7,iilL 

WilllamN  K<dK>rt,  254,  361 

Wllllanus  Kodericus,  ItiSO. 

Wlllianjs,  KoJ^;^,  of  Dorchester,  fllL 

Willliims,  Roger,  20,  fiJJ.  T<>,  72.  7S,  «i7,  124. 
IM.  172,  20Hi2iA  2K|,  -£11^  227.  2;!2.  811. 
812.  STB,  82.').  842,  847.  1^.  409.  414.41'.*.  4^ 
432.  484i45«L  Ilia.  5111  at  Salem.  21.  24^  2s : 
at  Plvm.,  '£L  28j  his  views  misrepresented, 
25.  2t»'.  85,  2U2 :  prf>coedin^'B  ajralnst.  27-9 : 
ordaine7I72s ;  his  views  upon  oaths,  21)i:32 ; 
his  protests,  84,  ciiarp  s  against,  35,  .%<i_; 
banisLi'd,  84J  settles  at  Seokonk,  39,  at 
Prov.,  40;  causes  of  his  banishment,  ALzil; 
early  life,  47-  r>0 ;  prevents  the  Pequot 
K-nuue,  90;  writing's  quoted,  91^  97,  and  so** 
"  Key  ;  "interprets  treaty,  92;  motives  in 
cominsr  to  R.  L,  i<7-'.> ;  purch&se  of  Prov., 
100.  101.  of  Pru<lence  iMand,  105,  362 :  son 
born,  106;  his  bapti.>.iu,  107 ;  8*  nt  to  Kna., 
11.'?.  l^Jobtalns  charter,  1 14 ;  return.s,  115: 
treats  with  Massa-solt,  12o ;  o|ip4»si'.t  (i«»rton, 
1 72.  178 ;  in  NarrL,  195;  Imiians  send  for, 
li>li;  prevents  war  a  M-cond  time,  lai;  De|i. 
Pre.*.,  2i'5 :  st  nt  to  En>:.  a  hccoml  time.  '^H". 
232;  refu.ses  to  \hs  Gov.,  242;  return,  2:^1; 
Pres.,  252.  2£L:  defen*1s  lndian.s  253;  de- 
flues  soul  liberty,  2.'>4-5 :  Judtfc,  259 :  soes 
to  Boston,  JJliU:  Harris  controversy,  2')2-4 ; 
mediate*  with  Maas.,  I^jki;  warns  the  Atber- 
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ton  Co.,  272j  Qnftkcr  debate,  860-9 ;  C»pt 

of  tnilitia,  IQi;  death.  47.V7. 
Win*,  made  by  town  cuunciln,  209;  probate  of, 
309. 

Wlllyis'Mr.,  386. 

WlU'on,  («i'ori?e  and  Deborah,  2fifii 
WilM>n.  Haniuel,  'iJjL  ^^7. 
Wilson,  llvv.  John,  ^  M,  6^  fift-<». 
NVinduilTl  hill,  aaL 
Windudll.  first  In  K.  L,  870. 
Windsor,  fUL 

Winslow,  Got.  Kdward,  40.  41.  ifl.  169.  IfiQ.  161. 

105. 19a.  tna 

WtnlHo'w.  .I<«i.ih,  ^  890,  891, 408.  ll^i  48^- 
WluMir.  iJo>hua,  U\ii. 

WlDthrop.  Gov.  John.  »,LL21.22.2<L4«jC5,5«, 

60,      O^ii  105, 172, 1>2,  liiL  ^ 
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